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On October  3 ,  2005,  President  Bush
nominated Harr ie t  Miers  to  replace Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. O’Connor,
appointed to the Court by Ronald Reagan in
1981, has provided a key swing vote on many
cases .  She announced her  decis ion to  ret i re  ear-
l ier  th is  year .  The President’s  se lect ion of
Miers to replace O’Connor has caused concern
among both l iberals  and conservat ives  because
so  l i t t l e  i s  known  abou t  he r  pos i t i on  on
Const i tu t ional  and socia l  i ssues .

One source of  apprehension among cri t-
ics  of  the nominee is  her  lack of  judicial  expe-
rience.  Ms.  Miers  is  a  reputable lawyer who
headed the Texas Bar  Associat ion from 1992-
93,  but  has never served as a  judge on any court
or  argued any cases before the Supreme Court .
In contrast ,  Bush’s previous nominee for  the
posit ion,  John Roberts (now confirmed as Chief
Just ice) ,  had served on the Distr ict  of  Columbia
Cour t  of  Appeals  and has  argued  th i r ty-n ine
cases before the Supreme Court .  Although forty-
one previous Just ices  have been appointed with-
out  pr ior  exper ience as  judges ,  i t  i s  seen as
especial ly  negat ive in  this  case.  Without  a
record of  judic ia l  ru l ings ,  i t  i s  d i f f icul t  to
determine  where  Miers  s tands  on  i ssues  tha t
may come before the Court  during her  term, and
whether  she would shif t  the Court  to  the r ight .
For  a  nominee replacing a  Just ice  as  important
as O’Connor, a moderate who often cast the
deciding vote in controversial  cases,  this  lack of
information could be very damaging. Miers’
suppor te r s  cas t  he r  ou t s ider  s ta tus  in  a  d i f fe r-
en t  l igh t .   Republ ican  Ohio  Sena tor  Mike
DeWine (said he found her  lack of  experience as
a judge “refreshing.”  Senate leaders  consul ted
before  the  nominat ion urged the  Pres ident  to
select  someone from outside the appel late  court
s y s t e m .

Cri t icism also stems from the nominee’s
close  re la t ionship to  Pres ident  Bush.  Miers  has
known Bush s ince the  1980s,  and f i rs t  worked
for  him in  1994 as  general  counsel  of  the  t ran-
s i t ion team for  his  Texas governorship.  After
the  t rans i t ion  she  became his  personal  lawyer .
Bush  a lso  appoin ted  her  as  Texas  Lot te ry
Commiss ion chair  in  1995,  Assis tant  to  the
President  and Staff  Secretary  in  2001,  Deputy
Chief of Staff for Policy in 2003, and White
House Counsel the following year.  Miers is one
of  Bush’s  c losest  f r iends,  and has  descr ibed him

as “the most bri l l iant  man I  have ever met.” She
has  contr ibuted a  to ta l  of  $31,  960 dol lars  to
advancing  h is  po l i t i ca l  career  in  bo th  h i s
gubernator ia l  and Pres ident ia l  e lec t ions .  These
connect ions lead some to doubt  whether  she
would act  as  a  t ruly independent  voice on the
Cour t ,  o r  s imp ly  a  rubbe r  s t amp  fo r  t he
Pres ident ’s  pol ic ies .

The President  has encouraged Congress
and the American people to  t rust  him on Miers’
nomination,  saying “I  know her character ,  she’s
a woman of principle and deep conviction.” He
cla imed that  her  judic ia l  phi losophy would be
the same in 20 years as i t  is  now. Miers,  who is
more moderate than Bush,  was appointed af ter
c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  l e a d e r s  f r o m  b o t h  t h e
Republicans and Democrats in Congress.  She has
drawn cr i t ic ism from some on the r ight  for  not
being conservative enough. For example,  the
nominee assured Democratic Senator Pat  Leahy
that  she  had “absolute ly  not”  author ized anyone
to say she would oppose legalized abort ion
(a l though  she  d id  campa ign  to  have  the
American Bar  Associa t ion drop i t s  pro-choice
stance) .  Others ,  such as  Republican Kansas
Senator Sam Brownback (are wary of Bush’s
reques t  for  t rus t ,  remember ing  h is  fa ther ’s

appointment of  Just ice Souter ,  who had a simi-
la r ly  sparse  jud ic ia l  record  and  tu rned  ou t
more  l ibera l  than  h is  Republ ican  sponsors  had
hoped.  They counter  the  President’s  “20 years”
claim by point ing out  that  20 years  ago,  before
she became a born-again Chris t ian,  she was a
conservative Democrat .  Miers even contr ibuted
to Al Gore’s  1988 Presidential  campaign.

Despi te  these  concerns ,  Harr ie t  Miers
has garnered some support .  Her  conservat ive
supporters  include Texas  Senator  John Cornyn,
the Christ ian Coali t ion,  and the National  Right
to Life Committee. Democratic Senator Harry
Reid of Nevada, was one of the leaders Bush con-
sul ted before  nominat ing Miers .  Short ly  af ter
the  decis ion was announced,  he  supported her ,
stating “I’m very happy that we have someone
like her.” However,  his  later  comments are more
cau t ious .  On  Thursday  he  commented  tha t
“We’re going to wait and see, learn more about
Harr ie t  Miers .”

This  wai t -and-see  approach seems to  be
the consensus among most Democrats.  Howard
Dean,  chairman of the Democratic National
Committee, said “We know almost nothing about
her.  And we have a lot  of questions to be
answered before she gets  a  l i fe t ime appointment
… We don’t know Ms. Miers. I’ve always believed
people ought to begin with the benefi t  of  the
doubt .”  Decis ions on Miers’  sui tabi l i ty  for  the
Supreme Court  wil l  not  be made unti l  more
information about  her  becomes available.  When
asked i f  Pres ident  Bush could use  execut ive
privilege to prevent the release of some of
H a r r i e t  M i e r s ’  d o c u m e n t s ,  D e a n  r e p l i e d
“Certa inly  the  Pres ident  can c la im execut ive
privi lege.  But  in  this  case,  I  think with a  l i fe-
t ime appointment to the Supreme Court ,  you
can’t  play,  you know, hide the salami,  or what-
ever it’s called. He’s got to go out there and say
something about this woman who’s going to a
twenty or   th i r ty  year  appointment  … to inf lu-
ence America.  We deserve to know something
about  her .”

Miers’  confirmation hearings have not
yet  been scheduled ,  but  Republ ican  leaders  sa id
prior  to  the nominat ion that  they hoped to have
a  Ju s t i c e  con f i rmed  be fo re  Thanksg iv ing .
Sandra Day O’Connor will  continue to hold her
place on the Court  unt i l  a  replacement  is  con-
f i r m e d .

The Mysterious Harriet Miers
By Alex Walsh

HARRIET MIERS; FRIGHTENING, ISN’T IT?
Courtesy of da government

October ,  the  month of  pink r ibbons and
the f ight  for  breast  cancer.   That’s  r ight ,  i t ’s
Breast  Cancer Awareness month.   For those of
you who have never lost a loved one or friend to
this  disease ,  consider  yourself  lucky.   To the
rest ,  l ike me, who’ve experienced the pain of
loss,  or  are deal ing with someone they hold dear
to  thei r  hear t  who suffers  f rom this  chronic  i l l-
ness,  i t ’s  our  month to help.

Accord ing  to  The  Amer i can  Cance r
Society,  in  the year  2003,  over  two hundred
thousand women, and over a thousand men
learned that  they had Breast  Cancer .  Over  for ty
thousand are  expected to  die  f rom this  disease .
My mother  a l ready has .

I know what you’re thinking.  You’re
thinking that  you’re  a  col lege s tudent  and you
can’t  afford to donate money to this cause.
That’s ok, not everyone can.  But that doesn’t
mean you should just  ignore  the  s ta t is t ics .  

Making Strides is  a  noncompeti t ive walk
to raise  awareness  and funds to  f ight  Breast
Cancer.   On October 16t h,  and  17t h,  Making
Str ides wil l  hold these noncompeti t ive events

everywhere,  including at  Jones Beach State
Park.  Won’t be on Long Island for the weekend?
Not a problem.  They are being held all  over the
ci ty ,  including Central  Park,  and out  of  the ci ty .
Won’t  be in ci ty?  There are also parks in New
Jersey and Connect icut  holding this  same event
for the same cause.  So now you know, and now
you have no excuse.  

If  walking for two days,  and donating
money isn’t  enough for you,  there is  always the
pink r ibbon you can wear  for  th is  month.
Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  wearing this  l i t t le  r ibbon is
way to spread awareness,  because knowing is
hal f  the  bat t le .  

For more information on Making Strides,
or donating to a local American Cancer Society
off ice,  or  about  the pink r ibbon,  you can visi t
their  website at  www.cancer.org.

Walk for Breast Cancer
By Yve Koon

THE REASON FOR MY FIGHT 
AGAINST BREAST CANCER,
Courtesy of Yve Koon

American Cancer Society
www.cancer.org
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Thursday October  6 th ,  2005 a t  10:00
am.  The end of a five day vacation, six if you
don’t  have classes on Fridays.   The place,  what
was  supposed  to  be  the  Wang  Cen te r
Auditorium.  Kenneth P.  LaValle,  Chairman of
the Senate Higher Education Committee hosted
his  f i rs t  of  four  hear ings regarding a  new pol i-
cy for a rat ional  tui t ion policy.   LaValle was
accompanied by Ron Canestrari ,  Chairman of the
Assembly Higher Education Committee,  as well
as  Assemblymen Patr icia  Eddington,  James D.
Conte ,  S teven  Englebr ight ,  Michae l  J .
Fi tzpatr ick,  and Senator  Toby Ann Stavisky.

The opening remarks  were  made by
Sena tor  LaVal le ,  Sena tor  S tav isky ,  and
Assemblyman Englebr ight .   They lauded the
importance of  the publ ic  inst i tut ions of  New
York State.   Stavisky made the point  that  public
schooling should be “accessible  and affordable”
to everyone.   Englebright  wants to “make sure
the door to public  educat ion is  always open.”

After  the  opening  remarks ,  the  speakers
were allowed to give their  testimony.  The
speaker  l i s t  for  th is  publ ic  meet ing was  a
closed,  invi te-only l is t .   Fi rs t  up was act ing
Chancellor John Ryan.  Chancellor Ryan was the
former president of SUNY Maritime and of SUNY
Albany.   Ryan spoke of the importance of put-
t ing money back into the schools  for  campus
housing and programs l ike EOP.  Chancellor
Ryan urged the creat ion of  a  rat ional  tui t ion
pol icy that  would create  modest ,  incremental
increases  to  tui t ion according to  the Higher
Education Price Index.   This would be a “mech-
anism to  suppor t  h igh  qual-
i ty  and academics .”

J o h n  M a s c h e r ,
Cha i rpe r son  o f  the  New
Y o r k  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t
Research Group (NYPIRG),
e x p r e s s e d  d i s m a y  a t  t h e
Chancellor’s  quick choice to
increase  tu i t ion  over  o ther
options.   NYPIRG’s main
s t a n c e  i s  t h a t  t u i t i o n
increases  are  not  a  good
f i r s t  o p t i o n .   A  t u i t i o n
increase  should  be  a  las t
r e s o r t .

Af te r  the  t e s t imony
was given,  the committee
was  g iven  the  chance  to
q u e s t i o n  t h e  s p e a k e r .

Senator LaValle said that  tuit ion was growing
too s teep and that  the  s ta te  support  of  higher
educa t i on  shou ld  be  r e s to r ed  t o  i t s  33%.
LaVa l l e  advoca t ed  t ha t  a  r a t i ona l  t u i t i on
increase  po l icy  benef i t s  s tudents  in  tha t  the
pr ice  they  pay  for  h igher  educa t ion  i s  t ranspar-
en t  to  s tudents  and  paren ts .

The  next  speakers  were  representa t ives
for Shirley Strumm Kenny, Richard Mann, VP
for  the  Adminis t ra t ion,  and Daniel  Melucci ,
Assoc ia t e  VP  fo r  S t r a t egy ,  P lann ing ,  and
Analysis .   One point  they brought  up was a  dif-
ferent ia l  tu i t ion pol icy.   This  would ass ign
tui t ion based on locat ion.   Basical ly,  because i t
costs more to have a school here, at Stony Brook,
s tudents  here  would  pay a  h igher  tu i t ion .

Senator  LaValle  said that  a  tui t ion poli-
cy l ike that  would not  be beneficial  to  the
Unive r s i ty  Cen te r s ,  S tony  Brook ,  A lbany ,
Binghamton, and Buffalo.  What would be bene-
ficial  to these schools  would be more state  sup-
port .   LaValle said that  Senate policy doesn’t
suppor t  d i f fe ren t i a l  tu i t ion .

Jonathan Gibralter,  President of SUNY
Farmingdale, spoke about the growth of SUNY
Farmingdale.   The growth that  the school has
exper ienced  requi res  more  funding  to  sus ta in
i t .   Farmingdale  needs funding for  hir ing more
ful l  t ime facul ty .   He l iked that  a  guaranteed
tui t ion  increase  pol icy  was  re l iable  for  s tu-
dents.   He also emphasized the need for more
s ta te  a id .   Assemblyman Canes t rar i  asked tha t
if  he was in favor of  indexing tui t ion (as the pol-
icy dictates)  was he also in favor of  indexing

TAP.   Pres ident  Gibral ter  sa id  that  he  hadn’t
thought of also indexing TAP.

The las t  speaker  on the l is t  was a  s tu-
dent  from Stony Brook Universi ty,  Elizabeth
Roberts .   Roberts  s t ressed the importance of
s tudents  on campus,  that  they are  a  valuable
resource.   She placed great  emphasis  on pro-
grams such as EOP and WISE that allow students
to  get  in to  industry  af ter  col lege is  over .
Rober ts  sa id  that  tu i t ion must  be  kept  af ford-
able;  i f  tu i t ion were jus t  a  l i t t le  bi t  h igher ,
many students  wouldn’t  be here.   LaValle  asked
her  thoughts  on the  ra t ional  increase  pol icy  and
she expressed a  mixed react ion.   She said  that
having a s table tui t ion for  four  years  is  good but
the  pol icy  i t se l f  impl ies  tha t  tu i t ion  would
increase every year.   She asked the committee to
“try to avoid” the policy.

The speaker  l is t  was c losed and the
hearing was held during class  t ime af ter  a  f ive
day vacat ion.   The student  body had a small
voice  in  th is  hear ing  but  concerned s tudents
can submit  tes t imony in  wri t ing to  Leslea
Snyder ,  Ass i s t an t  D i rec to r  fo r  t he  Highe r
Education Committee.   The address to mail  your
thoughts  to  is :

Room 806
Legislative Office Building
Albany,  New York 12247

or  emai l  le t ters  to :

l snyder@senate . s ta te .ny .us

The Public Hearing Without Public Speaking
By Rob Pearsall

FROM THE LEFT, PATRICIA EDDINGTON, JAMES D. CONTE, TOBY ANN STAVISKY, KENNETH P. LAVALLE, RONALD CANES-
TRARI, STEVEN ENGLEBRIGHT...EVERYONE’S GOT SUCH LONG NAMES,
Courtesy of Rob Pearsall
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Elect ions  are  a  funny thing.   An issue
arises.   We vote.   Those votes are recorded, and
then the  resul ts  of  those  votes  are  then ta l l ied
and the agenda being voted on or the person
being voted on is  put into place.   

Last  semester ,  there was an elect ion for
the Undergraduate Student Government (USG).
These elections covered the gamut of people
running for  various off ices  in  the government
such as  Pres ident ,  Vice  Pres ident ,  and the
Senate.  

Also in  these e lect ions  were var ious
propos i t ions  and  referendums on  ra i s ing  cer-
tain fees.   Many of these fees were to clubs such
as Rugby and Ice Hockey.  Those all  passed,
because  they are  c lubs ,  not  a thle t ics ,  and the
money they get  is  based on s tudent  act ivi ty fees ,
not endowments from the school.   

Then there was another  proposi t ion…
rais ing  the  s tudent  ac t iv i ty  fee  $10  per  s tudent
from $84.25 to  $94.25 per  semester .   This  was
voted down.  By the students.   Democracy at
work .

But wait ,  there is  a problem… there were
more c lubs  than ant ic ipated,  and the  need arose
for the Council  (of  Trent)  to step in and take
charge.   The Senate generally wanted to cut
clubs on campus by 40%, but  they never  got  the
chance to pass any legislat ion.   The Senate did-
n’t  vote on whether or  not  to raise the Activi t ies
Fee,  so the council  did.   

The council  sent  a  let ter  out  to the new
students  and  re turn ing  s tudent  over  the  sum-
mer ,  expla ining the  r ise  in  the  Act ivi ty  Fee.
The catch is  there  are  many more c lubs  th is
s e m e s t e r ,  r e q u i r i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d
Activity Fee.   That’s  why the budgets were cut
on some clubs.   

The s tudent  government  wi thin  the  dormitory
buildings is  cal led LEG, short  for  Legislature.
Each building is  al lot ted a  piece of  the Student
Activi ty Fee to pay for  various programs that  go
on wi thin  the  bui ld ings ,  and wi th in  the  quad.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  f l o a t s  a n d  b a n n e r s  f o r
Homecoming are paid for  in part  by RHA
(Residence Hal l  Associates)  and the res t  is
through LEG money.  LEG money also goes for
socia ls  such as  ice  cream par t ies ,  p izza  par t ies
and the  infamous  midnight  munchies  dur ing
finals week (yay for sugar!!!!).  

The way the money was dis tr ibuted to
each LEG was based on residents,  with each
bui lding receiving $7 per  res ident .   That  was
last  year .   This  year ,  that  $7 was reduced to  $5,
s ignif icant ly  reducing the amount  of  money
LEGs have.

The reason the money going to LEG was
lowered, according to Romual Jean-Baptiste,  VP
of Student Life,  Programming and Activit ies,
was the thought  that  there would be more people
t r ip led in  the  dorms,  and there  would be  more
new arr iving s tudents  to  the campus,  giving
more money overal l  than last  year ,  even with the
decrease of  $2 from last  year’s  funds.   There
were  750 more  s tudents  than  expected ,  resu l t-
ing  in  an  unexpected  ext ra  $70,000 per  semes-
ter .   That money will  be al located by the Budget
Committee, whom also votes on increasing or
decreasing monies for  the clubs on campus.   

Romual Jean-Baptiste does not  foresee
the Student  Act ivi ty  Fee being raised again
anytime soon,  because there is  an official  cap on
the fee ,  a t  $100 per  s tudent ,  per  semester .   He
says  tha t  i t  i s  ex t remely  unl ike ly  tha t  i t  wi l l  go
up that  h igh,  because  there  are  more  s tudents  on
campus that ,  in turn,  give more money to the
Fee.  I  also asked Romual if  he could foresee the

LEG money returning to i ts  previous $7 per  s tu-
dent ,  and he said  that  i t  depends…it  depends on
if the USG is over or under budget at  the t ime,
because i t  is  al l  a  balancing act .   

I have found, on the USG website, www.stony-
brook.edu/usg ,  the  budget  for  the  dorm bui ld-
ings.   Here is  a  l is t  of  last  year’s  budget  vs.  this
year’s  budget :

Bu i ld ing Budge t  2004-05  Budge t  2005-06
A m m a n 1 , 6 3 6 1 , 1 0 0
Benedic t 2 , 6 3 5 1 , 9 4 0
Cardozo 1 , 6 5 0 1 , 1 0 0
Douglass 1 , 7 0 4 1 , 0 8 0
D r e i s e r 1 , 6 9 7 1 , 1 0 0
Gershwin 1 , 6 4 0 1 , 1 0 0
Gray 2 , 0 0 8 1 , 1 0 0
H a n d 1 , 6 5 4 1 , 1 2 5
H e n d r i x 1 , 6 0 4 1 , 1 0 0
I rv ing 2 , 0 3 6 1 , 6 2 5
J a m e s 2 , 1 0 4 1 , 4 5 0
Dewey 1 , 6 5 8 1 , 0 7 0
Baruch 1 , 6 6 5 1 , 1 0 0
Eisenhower 1 , 6 6 1 1 , 0 9 0
Schick 1 , 6 5 8 1 , 1 0 0
Hamil ton 1 , 7 0 7 1 , 1 0 0
Langmui r 2 , 0 0 4 1 , 5 0 0
Mount 1 , 6 2 6 1 , 1 0 0
O’Neill , 0 4 3 1 , 6 2 5
Sanger 1 , 6 9 3 1 , 1 0 0
St imson 1 , 8 6 3 1 , 5 0 0
K e l l e r 2 , 0 0 4 1 , 5 0 0
Greeley 1 , 6 3 3 1 , 5 0 0
Wagner 1 , 9 1 6 1 , 5 0 0
Toscanin i 1 , 6 9 7 1 , 1 0 0
Whi tman 1 , 6 3 3 1 , 1 0 0
West  Apts .  I 2 , 0 3 1 2 , 6 4 0
West  Apts .  I I 1 , 7 4 5 3 , 2 0 0

Elections Are a Funny Thing
By Trevor Hirst

In response to large immigration waves,
Spain  has  decided to  bui ld  a  th i rd  fence in  the
cit ies of Melil la and Ceuta.  Although the two
cit ies are located in Morocco, they in fact  belong
to Spain,  as they are Spanish enclaves.  In the
past  weeks the ci t ies  have been targeted by
large immigrat ion groups as  way to cross the
border and enter  Spain,  a  European Union mem-
ber  s ta te .  

Earl ier  this  week in  Meli l la ,  over  600
sub-Saharan  Afr ican  immigrants  charged  the
razor-wired border  fences  in  a t tempt  to  gain
access  to  Spanish terr i tory.  Many off icers  and
migrants  were  hur t  in  th is  inc ident .  This  fo l-
lows an earl ier  a t tempt,  on September 29,  in
which f ive immigrants  were ki l led in  the ci ty  of
Ceuta while  t rying to  cross  the border .  In  the
past  months ,  several  a t tempts  to  cross  the  bor-
der  into Spain have been made by large groups
of  immigrants .  I t  i s  es t imated that  in  th is  year
alone there  have been 12,000 at tempts  by immi-
grants  to  enter  Meli l la .  

Many of  the immigrants  are of  African
decent  and hope to  bet ter  their  economic s i tua-
t ion by crossing the border  and looking for  new
oppor tuni t ies .  Spain’s  decis ion has  brought
many cri t icisms,  one of  them being from Franco
Frat t ini ,  European Commissioner  for  Just ice ,
Freedom and Security for the EU, who sees
Spain’s action as giving a negative message. 

Spain  resolut ion to  put  up a  th i rd  fence
raises a  lot  of  quest ions.  Immigrat ion has obvi-
ously become a big problem for Spain,  but  what
can a  thi rd  fence real ly  do in  helping solve this

immigrat ion problem? Perhaps  the  answer  does
not  l ie  in  bui lding yet  another  fence and mak-
ing the people on the other side of the fence feel
infer ior .  Bui lding an extra  fence does not  real-
ly deal with the root of the problem. The root of
the problem l ies  in  Afr ica,  where bad economic
s i tua t ions  and lack of  oppor tuni t ies  are  the  rea-
sons  dr iving these  people  to  desperate  measures
by r i sk ing the i r  l ives  jus t  for  a  be t ter  l i fe .
Instead of  spending extra  money on securing i ts
borders ,  pe rhaps  Spa in  should  red i rec t  th i s
money in helping the development  of  African
nat ions,  so that  their  people wil l  not  feel  i t  nec-
essary  to  leave thei r  country .  

Spain is  not  the only country who is  at
faul t .  The problem of  immigrat ion is  an issue
that  most of the developed nations have to deal
with.  This  problem, however,  wil l  continue
unless  these  nat ions  do no deal  wi th  the  real
causes that  dr ive people to leave their  home
town. Many nations are quick to only focus on
the immediate  solut ion,  re inforcing the  protec-
t ion of  their  own borders ,  but  fai l  to  deal  with
their  economic pol ic ies  that  are  hur t ing devel-
oping nat ions forcing their  people to look else
where  for  oppor tuni t ies .  

I t  i s  unfair  that  people  who are  t rying to
bet ter  themselves  be,  in  a  sense,  t reated as  i f
they were less  than human.  Once may of  these
immigrants  have  crossed the  border  and they
have been detained by the Spanish pol ice,  they
are  depor ted  back to  the i r  country  as  i f  they
were just  cat t le ,  and not  human beings.  These
people are just  being shif ted form one place to

another  and they have no say on their  dest iny.
The sad real iza t ion is  that  af ter  being depor ted
back home, many of these people will  once again
t ry  to  c ross  the  border  and  ye t  aga in  r i sk  the i r
l ives  t ry ing to  seek a  bet ter  fu ture .  

Unfortunately for  Spain,  i t  does not  seem
that  the  th i rd  fence  wi l l  he lp  much in  de ter r ing
immigrat ion.  More unfortunately for  the immi-
grants ,  th is  th i rd  fence proves  to  be yet  anoth-
er  obstacle  they have to overcome and r isk their
l ives for .  Perhaps the t ragic events  that  have
occurred in  both Meli l la  and Ceuta  wil l  br ing
more at tent ion to the problem of  immigrat ion
and a  bet ter  solut ion can be found.

Mass Immigration into Spain Results in
Tougher Border Control

By Claudia Toloza

AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS AWAIT MEDICAL 
TREATMENT IN MELILLA,
Courtesy of www.eltiempo.terra.com
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L

E a r t h q u a k e  i n  P a k i s t a n

A n  e a r t h q u a k e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  7 . 6  o n  t h e  R i c h t e r  s c a l e  b y
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  o c c u r r e d  i n  I s l a m a b a d  P a k i s t a n
S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  T h e  P a k i s t a n i  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h e  d e a t h
t o l l  f r o m  e a r t h q u a k e  t o  b e  1 8 , 0 0 0 .  P a k i s t a n i  M a j o r - G e n e r a l  S h a u k a t
S u l t a n  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n  e s t i m a t e d  4 0 , 0 0 0  a r e  i n j u r e d .  P r e s i d e n t
B u s h  h a s  a l r e a d y  o f f e r e d  h i s  h e l p  a n d  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c o n c e r n
o v e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  w o r l d  l e a d e r s .  T h e  p o w e r f u l
e a r t h q u a k e s  t r e m o r s  r e a c h e d  N e w  D e l h i ,  I n d i a  a n d  A f g h a n i s t a n .  

D e a d l y  M u d s l i d e s  i n  G u a t e m a l a

H u r r i c a n e  S t a n  c a u s e d  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  f o r  G u a t e m a l a .  T h e  t o r-
r e n t i a l  r a i n s  f r o m  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  h a v e  l e d  t o  m a s s i v e  m u d  s l i d e s  i n
Gua tema la .  In  the  sma l l  Mayan  v i l l age  o f  Panaba j  1 ,400  peop le  a lone
h a v e  d i e d  a s  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m u d  s l i d e s .  T h e  d e b r i s  l e f t  o n  t h e  r o a d
f r o m  t h e  m u d s l i d e s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d e l a y e d  r e s c u e  w o r k e r s  2  d a y s  i n
r e a c h i n g  P a n a b a j .  A l t h o u g h  h u r r i c a n e  S t a n  w a s  o n l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a
c a t e g o r y  1  h u r r i c a n e  i t  h a s  c a u s e d  c a t a s t r o p h i c  d a m a g e  i n  C e n t r a l
A m e r i c a .  

M a s s e s  o f  S t r e e t  V e n d o r s  A r r e s t e d  i n  Z i m b a b w e  

In  an  ope ra t i on  named  “Opera t i on  No  Sneak  Re tu rn”  t he  gove rn-
m e n t  o f  Z i m b a b w e  i s  t a r g e t i n g  s t r e e t  v e n d o r s  w h o  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  t o
the  c i t y  t o  t r y  t o  ea rn  a  l i v ing .  S ince  i n  Z imbabwe  the  gove rnmen t
p r o h i b i t s  f o r e i g n  j o u r n a l i s t s  f r o m  w o r k i n g  t h e r e ,  m u c h  o f  t h e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e s e  r e c e n t  o c c u r r e n c e s  h a s  b e e n  a c q u i r e d
t h r o u g h  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d
r e p o r t s  t h a t  p o l i c e  c o n f i s c a t e d ,  f r o m  p o o r  s e t t l e m e n t s  o u t s i d e  m a j o r

c i t i e s ,  m e r c h a n d i s e  b e i n g  s o l d  b y  t h e  v e n d o r s .  A r o u n d  1 5 , 0 0 0  a r e
s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  e n d  o f  S e p t e m b e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  a r r e s t e d  h a v e  n o  o t h e r
m e a n s  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  s u f f e r  g r e a t l y  d u e  t o  t h i s  o p e r-
a t i o n .  

N A T I O N A L

Bush  Nomina tes  Corpora te  Hack  to  Po l ice  
Corpora te  Cr ime

P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  h a s  n o m i n a t e d  p r o m i n e n t  c o r p o r a t e  l a w y e r ,
T imothy  F lan igan ,  fo r  the  job  o f  Depu ty  At to rney  Genera l  (DAG) .   The
j o b  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  t w o  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e ,  a n d  t h e
DAG i s  i n  cha rge  o f  p rosecu t ing  co rpo ra t e  c r ime .   Nominee  F l an igan ,
who  a f t e r  work ing  a s  a  l awye r  fo r  t he  Whi t e  House  became  the  head
l a w y e r  f o r  t h e  g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  T y c o ,  s u p e r v i s e d  s c a n d a l - p l a g u e d
lobby i s t  J ack  Abramof f  when  he  worked  fo r  Tyco .   Abramof f  con-
v i n c e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  m a k e  s p e c i a l  r u l e s  s o  t h a t  T y c o  w o u l d n ’ t  b e
p u n i s h e d  l i k e  o t h e r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w h o  b e t r a y e d  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t o
r e inco rpo ra t e  i n  Be rmuda  t o  ge t  ou t  o f  pay ing  t axes .   F l an igan ’ s  nom-
ina t ion  i s  sub jec t  t o  t he  consen t  o f  t he  US  Sena te .

R e p u b l i c a n  C o n g r e s s  A c c u s e s  B u s h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  I l l e g a l
Propaganda

On Sep tember  30 ,  t he  Genera l  Accoun t ing  Of f i ce  (GAO) ,  the
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a r m  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  i s s u e d  a  r e p o r t  f i n d i n g  t h a t  w h e n ,
l a s t  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  p a y e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e
“ j o u r n a l i s t ”  A r m s t r o n g  W i l l i a m s  t o  w r i t e  p o s i t i v e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t
B u s h ’ s  N o  C h i l d  L e f t  B e h i n d  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  i l l e-
g a l l y  e n g a g i n g  i n  c o v e r t  p r o p a g a n d a  a c t i v i t i e s .



Page 6 Editorials

Executive Editor
Rob Pearsall

Managing Editor
Jowy Romano

Associate Editor
Joan Leong

Business Manager
Melanie Donovan

Production Manager
Michael Prazak

News Editors
Claudia Toloza

David “Knockout” Ginn

Features Editor
Nicole L Barry

Photo Editor
Matt Willemain

Vincent Michael Festa

Copy Editors
Stephanie Hayes
Laura Positano
Andrew Pernick

Minister of Archives
Joe Rios

Web Master
Chris Williams

Editorials

The Stony Brook Press is published fortnightly during the academic year and
twice during summer session by The Stony Brook Press, a student run non-profit

organization funded by the Student Activity Fee.
The opinions expressed in letters, articles and viewpoints 

do not necessarily reflect those of The Stony Brook Press as a whole.
Advertising policy does not necessarily reflect editorial policy. 

For more information on advertising and deadlines call (631)632-6451. 
Staff meetings are held Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. 

First copy free. For additional copies contact the Business Manager.
The Stony Brook Press

Suites 060 & 061
Student Union

SUNY at  Stony Brook
Stony Brook, NY 11794-3200

(631) 632-4137 Voice

The Public Has a Voice?

Wanna Know Where You Can Stick Your Opinions?

(Hint: It rhymes with “Stained-Glasshole”)

sbpress@ic.sunysb.edu

or website-it-up big time at

www.thepress.info

Matthew Augustine
Jacquie Bachman
James Blonde
Ben Bravmann
Philip Camacho
Sarah Cassone
Willy Cibinskas
Tom Clark
Juliet DiFrenza
Joe Donato
Mike “Bublz” Fabbri
Joe Filippazzo
Rob Gilheany
Sam Goldman
Tara Lynn Groth
Paula Guy
Jackie Hayes
Adam Kearney
“The  Count”  LeComte
Antony Lin
Seth Maggiore
John Mascher
James Messina
Jamie Mignone
Ali Nazir
Mike Nevradakis

Jason Ng
Irv Novoa
Rachel Eagle Reiter
Ian Rice
Justin Rowe
Tiffany Russo
“Joey Batz”
Safdia
Natalie Schultz
Tom Senkus
Karen Shidlo
Jorge Sierra
Adina Silverbush
Christine Tanaka
Amberly
Timperio
Lena Tumasyan
Marcel Votlucka
Brian Wasser
Meri Wayne
Morgan Wilding
Brian Wong
Jessica Worthington
Ed Zadorozny

Editorial Board

Staff

INDEX
PPuubblliicc  TTuuiittiioonn  HHeeaarriinngg  NNoott  SSoo  PPuubblliicc

GGaazzaa SSttrriipp  CCccoonnttrroovveerrssyy

MMiikkee BBlloooommbbeerrgg  UUnnddeerr  FFiirree

AAsskk  AAmmbbeerrllyy  JJaannee

SSeexx  aanndd  tthhee  ‘‘BBrrooookk

RReevviieewwss

PPaaggee  !!

PPaaggeess  ""##  &&  ""!!

PPaaggee  ""$$

PPaaggee  !!%%

PPaaggee  !!$$

PPaaggee  !!&&

This  past  Thursday the Senate  Higher  Educat ion
Committee held their  f i rs t  of  four meetings on the a
“rat ional” tui t ion policy.   I t  was a  public  meeting;  any-
one could go.  Anyone who wasn’t in class from 10 to
high noon could go.  Anyone who was on campus after
the five-day vacation could go.

Being a public  meeting,  in  theory anyone should
be able to speak.   Everyone on the invi te-only speaker
l ist  got  to speak.   The students had one voice in
Elizabeth Roberts.   Too bad she got to speak last.   People
were already get t ing up and leaving in the middle of  her
“ tes t imony.”

“Test imony,”  “Hear ing,”  invi te-only  speaker
l is t ,  held  af ter  a  f ive-day vacat ion and dur ing regular
class hours.   This meeting was meant to placate us.
There  are  general ly  less  s tudents  on campus af ter  a  long
vacation.   Any students who are on campus would have
to go to classes,  most of which are held during the day,
say between 10am and 2?  The invi te-only speaker  l i s t
i s  the  damn kicker .   

“Let’s  hold a  publ ic  meet ing and then only le t  cer tain
people speak!”
“What a good way to restr ict  the opposit ion to a tui t ion
hike pol icy!”

You might  think that  af ter  the hearing people
can say their  own piece.   Nope, when the testimony was
over everyone up and left .   Job well  done guys,  all  you
did was agree for  an hour and half  and then a  third of

the room walked out  when the only s tudent  on the l is t
got  to speak.   Anyone can submit  test imony via mail ,
and i t  wi l l  be  included in  the  repor t  of  these  hear ings .
The window is open for about a month so if you want to
express  your  fee l ings  on a  guaranteed tu i t ion increase
policy then do so,  just  do i t  in  wri t ing.   Writ ten notes
are easier  to  ignore than actual  people speaking to you
in  pe r son .

No one on the speaker l ist  came out and said,  “I
don’t  want to see this policy go through as legislation!”
Chancel lor  Ryan,  the  f i rs t  speaker ,  endorsed the idea
and everyone af ter  him said that  i t  would be nice to
know for a fact what tuit ion would be.  That’s the only
saving grace:  tui t ion would be locked in for  four years,
but  what  happens  when you s tar t  a t tending your  f i f th
term as many students  are wont  to do?  El izabeth
Roberts  said i t  best  when she commented on how the
pol icy implied that  tui t ion wil l  go up for  incoming
freshmen every  year .

Everyone wants funding for school,  more money
to pay faculty,  more money for housing, more money for
programs that  benefi t  s tudents .   There’s  nothing wrong
with wanting more money.   What is  wrong is  research-
ing the  idea  of  put t ing the  burden on s tudents  wi thout
asking them.  What is  wrong is  charging more for  tui t ion
when state  funding has been dragging i ts  ass  on the
ground.  Why don’t  we research making the state follow
the law that  says i t  has to account for  33% of higher
educat ion  funding?



Greet ings  a l l  Undergraduates ,

I  welcome al l  incoming and returning students  to what  is  to  be a  very unique and worth-
while academic year.  I t  is  of great  honor to serve as your Vice President for Student Life,
Programming and Activit ies.  My goals are to be an advocate for al l  s tudent concerns,  while
encouraging diverse programming and promoting an interact ive campus community.  For exam-
ple ,  I  plan on conduct ing monthly town hal l  meet ings in  order  for  s tudents  to  discuss  var ious
s tudent  l i fe  i ssues  wi th  adminis t ra tors  f rom var ious  depar tments  inc luding Campus Dining,
Campus Residences,  Student Affairs,  The Dean of Students Office,  the Financial  Aid Office,  the
Career Center,  and the Academic Advising Center to mention a few. 

Act ivi t ies  play a  major  role  in  measuring the qual i ty  of  l i fe  on any univers i ty  campus.
I  recommend any interes ted undergraduates  to  par t ic ipate  in  the  decis ion making process  of  the
activit ies and events that  are to occur on campus. The proper avenue to do so is  to become an
active member of the Student Activities Board (SAB). Meetings are Mondays in SAC 305 at 7:30
P.M to 8:30 P.M. I am a very approachable individual.  Please feel free to contact me about any
concerns.  I  believe the best  way to serve is  to be informed and I  plan to be as much informed of
student  needs and concerns as  possible .  With your input ,  I  hope to set  the precedence on how
campus l i fe  should be in Stony Brook Universi ty and beyond.

S incere ly ,

Romual Jean-Bap t i s t e
V P f o r S tuden t Life , Programming a n d A c t i v i t i e s
C h a i r o f t h e Bureau o f Programming Groups
Undergraduate Student  Government
S t u d e n t A c t i v i t i e s Cen te r Su i t e 2 0 2
Stony Brook, New York 1 1 7 9 4
Office:(631) 6 3 2 - 9 1 9 7
Fax: (631) 6 3 2 - 6 8 3 4
Email : r jeanbapt is t@notes .cc .sunysb.edu
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From the VP of Student Life to the Students.

Dear Carl  B. who visited from a small  Caribbean Island,

I  hope that  you read this ,  being that  you l ive on a small  Caribbean Island.   I’m not  sure which island you come from but i t  must  be French.
There’s no way in hell  you’d call  the pizza on campus “high quali ty.”  I  should also let  you know that I  am going to use the phrase “canteen” to
denote every eatery I  dine in from now on.

To address your second point ,  I  am going to ask a childish yet  humorous quest ion:
“Who doesn’t  suck bal ls  in society?”
Now with that  said,  making a fool of yourself  does not take balls  in any capacity.   Whether they are sucked or unsucked.   You’re r ight  about

one thing, Kristine’s got guts.   And so does Joe Safdia.   Voicing your opinion takes guts.

Always overjoyed to hear we’re being read,
Rob Pearsall ,  Executive Editor.

P.S. hey Romual, Word.

Dear  Edi tor ,

Upon visit ing your lovely campus I went to the canteen, got a pizza,
grabbed the campus paper  and s tar ted to eat .  While  eat ing I  went
through browsing what  you al l  so wri te  about  here.

Upon reading the art icle “Oh Yeah, Bitch?” I  nearly chocked on your
h igh  qua l i ty  p izza .

Coming from an international  background and having a lot  of  experience
with corporal  European fraterni t ies  and academic versions.  (As I  was
board member for  the EFV (economics faculty fraterni ty)  a  the
universi ty of  Groningen,  The Netherlands):
As  soc ie ty  as  the  f ra te rn i ty :
Some people swear in society “a whole fucking lot” and some people don’t
Some people are insecure,  and some aren’t
Some are trying to be popular,  some aren’t
Some have low self-esteem, some don’t, some too much, some normal
Some (quoting the text) “suck balls” and some…don’t

As  f ra te rn i t ies  go:
Who cares? The most  important  thing to remember is  that  everyone has
his  or  her  own free wil l .  I f  joining a  f raterni ty  due to  insecuri ty ,
cheap bier ,  academic reasons,  chicks ,  hunks,  drugs,  social  s ta tus ,
playing chess,  act ing cool ,  making fr iends,  bonding,  quoting Krist ine
the choking ar t ic le  “sucking bal ls”…it  is  important  to  keep one thing
in  mind :
If you don’t join its okay, if  you do, i ts okay.

Two last  things:
Making a fool of yourself  takes “balls” member or not.
When I  was a student,  I  wrote many a text  to news papers.  Upon reading
them in the morning I  knew that  I  had enjoyed the s tudent  night  and a
couple of  beers/ tough discussions too many to be able  to  send a  le t ter
l ike that  and revised i t :  Miss  Kris t ine Renigen concerning your
art ic le ,  you may not  l i teral ly have bal ls ,  but  you sure have guts!

S ince re ly
Carl  B.  visi t ing from a small  Caribbean is land

ROMUAL JEAN-BAPTISTE,
Courtesy of Rob Pearsall

From a Casual Reader to Us, Nyah.
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A couple of weeks ago I  very dorkishly
cut class to go to the USG Senate meeting.  I have
a  c lass  on  Tuesdays  tha t  runs  s t ra ight  through
the Senate meetings,  so I  was not able to attend
any meet ings  yet  th is  semester .   I  fe l t  qui te
gu i l t y  f o r  t h i s ,  t oo .   Af t e r  a l l ,  t h e
Undergraduate  Student  Government  is  responsi-
ble  for  spending 2 .4  mi l l ion dol lars  of  s tudent
money.  However, when I got to the Senate meet-
ing,  I  real ized not  many s tudents  feel  the same
way I  do.   In fact  the gallery was only fi l led by
about eight  members of  media groups on campus
and only about  two other  s tudents .   Only ten
students were watching over the group of people
who spends 2.4 mil l ion dol lars  of  their  money.
More people attend LEG meetings in the resi-
dence  ha l l s .

The LEG groups are only in charge of
spending about  f i f teen hundred dol lars  each.   So
why do more students show up to the LEG meet-
ings?  The only explanat ion that  makes sense is
that  the Senate meet ings are  not  advert ised as
well  as LEG.  During my freshman orientation
and every orientat ion I’ve observed afterwards,
the  RAs in  my bui ld ing repeatedly  to ld  the
newcomers to come down to the LEG meetings.  It
is  a great  way for freshmen to get  involved in the
community they wil l  be  l iving in  for  the next
four or so years.   On the fl ip side,  not once have
I heard the RAs tell  freshmen about USG meet-
ings or about the importance of USG or even one
word about USG.  One of the keys to getting stu-
dents involved with USG is to get them interest-
ed and aware as freshmen.   RAs should be
required to know about USG and to tel l  their
residents about USG meetings.

Moving beyond freshmen, the RAs get
upperclassmen to go to LEG meetings by knock-
ing on their  doors before each meeting.   There
would be a full  house at  every single Senate
meeting i f  half  this  much effort  was put  into
gett ing people to come.  Many upperclassmen
have no knowledge of USG beyond the free
Frisbee they got with USG logo on it .   If  students
actual ly  knew something about  USG,  there
wouldn’t  be vacancies in the Senate.

An organization l ike USG needs to set  up
a resource for people who want to keep up with
what is  going on.   Doing research for this  art i-
cle was difficult for me – someone who went out
of their way to look for info about USG.  How does
the government  expect  less- involved s tudents  to
s tay  informed?  There  i s  no eas i ly-access ible
source for information regarding USG.  To put i t

qui te  f rankly,  the  USG websi te ,  in  i ts  current
form, is  useless .   I t  seems l ike i t  is  just  an
archive of old documents.   The website should
be a  resource for  s tudents  who want  to  learn
about USG.  There should be a calendar with
important  dates  such as  the dates  of  meet ings,
elect ion deadlines,  etc. ,  to make i t  easy for  any
student to keep up with what is going on.  If USG
wants  more  s tudents  to  get  involved,  they
should take the websi te  more ser iously.   They
should  consider  h i r ing a  profess ional  to  main-
ta in  an up-to-date ,  informat ive websi te .   I t
would be a great  way to keep people interested
and informed.

Last  elect ion,  only 13% of s tudents  went
on SOLAR and voted in USG elections, and that
is  unusual ly  high only because of  the effor ts  of
groups like NYPIRG.  It should not have to be
NYPIRG who lets students know about the elec-
tions.   USG itself  should be making the effort  to
let  s tudents  know about  the elect ions.   More
i n f o r m e d  s t u d e n t s  m e a n s  a  g r e a t e r  v o t e r
turnout .   This  is  why a  bet ter  websi te  and more

affect ive  adver t is ing are  necessary.
That  n ight ,  a f ter  re turning f rom the

Senate meet ing very frustrated,  I  decided to
conduct  a  l i t t le  exper iment  a t  my own bui ld-
ing’s LEG meeting.  I decided to make a speech
condemning the LEG-goers for being involved
and let them know the importance of USG and
encourage them to get involved.  More specifi-
cal ly,  I  would talk about what I  spoke about in
this  ar t icle  and encourage their  involvement.   So
I  did just  that ,  and got  a  t remendous response
from everyone at the meeting.  Two people even
asked for  information about  how they could run
for  the  unfi l led posi t ions  in  the Senate .

The problem is  not  that  s tudents  do not
care about what goes on in USG; it  is that they
are not informed.  They don’t know how to get
involved, they don’t know when meetings are,
they don’t even know when and how to vote.
Keeping every s tudent  informed is  the only way
to mainta in  a  s t rong,  heal thy Undergraduate
Student Government.

USG Must Work Harder to Get Students
Involved

By Jowy Romano

COME SEE THE BEST LOOKING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN SUNY, TUESDAYS AT 7PM IN THE SAC,
Courtesy of Jowy Romano

The Stony Brook Press
rm 060 in the Student Union

www.thepress.info   #2-6451
Meetings every Wednesday at 1pm
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Hurr icane  Katr ina’s  af termath  was  bru-
tal ,  forcing over one mill ion out of the area and
leaving 350,000 without homes.  Therefore as a
solut ion,  we should send them on a half  yearlong
free vacat ion cost ing $236 mil l ion,  in  order  to
provide  temporary  housing whi le  res tora t ion
takes  p lace ,  r ight?

The  Federa l  Emergency  Management
Agency (FEMA) was f i rs t  b lamed for  not  doing
enough to help the rel ief  effort  in New Orleans,
so they decided to make a rash decision on
September 3,  2005 toward s igning a  contract
with Carnival  Cruise  Lines to have three  luxu-
r y  s h i p s ,  Sensat ion,  Ecs ta sy,  and The Hol iday,
dock at  New Orleans for  s ix months at  $236 mil-
l ion.  The t r ip  includes  meal  services ,  snacks ,
l inen,  and maid services,  a long with medical
suppor t ,  and  presc r ip t ion  re f i l l s  fo r  necessa ry
drugs .  S t i l l  the  pr ice  for  th is  i s  r id iculous .
According to the calculations of Senator Tom
Coburn,  “If  the ships were at  capaci ty with
7,116 evacuees ,  for  s ix  months ,  the  pr ice  per
evacuee would total  $1,275 a week. A seven-day
western Caribbean cruise out  of  Galveston can
be had for  $599 a  person-  and that  would
include enter ta inment  and the  cos t  of  ac tual ly
making the ship move.” Guess who’s affected by
al l  of  this  careless  spending? Us,  the taxpayers!  

At  the moment  there is  only 54% occu-
pancy on the ships.  A good 2,750 police off icers
are  included in that  percentage.  US lawmakers
on both sides are very much against  FEMA’s
poor judgment,  cal l ing i t  a  “sweetheart  deal .”
I t ’s  lunacy how much wasteful  spending is  tak-
ing place on part  of the government.  Senators
Obama and Coburn are also wondering why
FEMA hasn’t  even considered the deal  with
Greece,  when they offered two cruise ships,
completely free of charge, as a relief effort .  Yet
Jeb Bush,  a lways in  agreement  with  his  presi-
den t i a l  b ro the r ,  “ su rp r i s ing ly”  suppor t s  the
Carnival  deal .   He says that  by the t ime the
ships arr ived from Greece i t  might  be too late
for some of the evacuees and it’s a necessity to
acquire  the  most  cost ly  contract  poss ible .

Carnival  protes ts  a l l  the  acquis i t ions  of
the overpriced vacation.  “In the end,  we will
make no addi t ional  money on this  deal  versus
what we would have made by keeping these
ships  in  service ,”  said  Jennifer  de  la  Cruz,  a
spokeswomen for Carnival. Yet let’s not neglect

to  ment ion that  over  the  las t  three  years ,
Carnival was able to get out of a $475 mill ion
tax bi l l  s ince  most  of  i t s  operat ions  are  held  in
Panama and on the  high seas  ra ther  then in  the
United States.  Now that  they are docking in the
United States ,  Carnival  appealed to the Treasury
Depar tment  to  evade taxes  in  re turn  for  reduced
bi l l ings by the amount  of  income taxes  par-
doned. The contract would allow Carnival not to
do  the  neces sa ry  pape rwork  o f  f i l i ng  t ax
r e t u r n s .

But  why should Carnival  be t reated any
di f fe ren t ly  then  o ther  hote l s  he lp ing  re l ie f
workers  under  the  FEMA contrac t?  Cr i t ics
oppose the special  care given to this  s i tuat ion,
“… why should they be singled out  for  special
treatment,  just  because they’ve been so good at
tax avoidance in  the past?”

Another  h in t  tha t  th is  was  a  mis take  i s
the quest ion of  why these ships  are  so empty,
when they include the  works?  There  are  mul t i-
ple answers;  exactly how are these evacuees
going to f ind any jobs or  any possibi l i ty of
starting a new life on a ship? Second off,  only
when New Orleans gets  rebuil t  economical ly
wil l  the  sale  of  real-es ta te  and business  go up,
but  that  isn’ t  expected for  a  while  af ter  the
restorat ion.  Then people might  want to l ive with

family  and f r iends  whi le  they themselves  t ry  to
get back on their  own two feet .  Others just  don’t
want to l ive on boats.  After al l  boats aren’t  for
everyone;  some prefer  land.  And these are  just
some of the reasons given from the evacuees of
New Orleans.  

The idea i tself  sounds great  in  theo-
ry…then  aga in  so  d id  communism!
Unfortunately,  FEMA didn’t  evaluate the s i tua-
t ion well  enough to foresee that  they could have
helped the Louisianans in a  more eff icient  way,
putt ing the same money for  something more
essent ia l .  But  in  t ru th ,  th is  i s  only  my opinion.
For  example ,  Asi f  Al id ina  responded very  heat-
edly that  there are people who could even be
against  this  deal  saying,  “I’m sure much more
than $236 mil l ion  has  been put  in to  the  war
post  9/11.   The least  the government can do is
dish out  a  mere $236 mil  to  actual ly  take care of
i ts  loyal  c i t izens  who have paid  their  taxes
duly.  God forbid the government would actually
put their  money to good cause.” What do you
t h i n k ?

Katrina and Rita Victims Go Cruising
By Olga Kaplun

To those who go on scavenger hunts at 2
in the morning.. . : :cough the Sunday morning of
September 25:: . . . this  art icle is  for  you.   

There are so many good things you
could be doing at  2 in the morning.   There’s the
“I’d l ike to graduate on t ime” studying,  the
ever  popular  le t ’s  get  la id  request ,  and the ever
so needed college student sleep.   For those of
you who “scavenge hunt” at  this  late hour,  for
whatever reason you might have (::cough-tool::),
p lease  refra in  f rom bother ing the  nice  people
who just don’t give a rat’s ass.  Now, I’m sure
many of  the readers  have also experienced or  at
least heard of such an occasion.  I  for one was
not  happy to hear  such a  loud “emergency”
knock that  woke me in a start  from a much
needed deep s leep .   This  par t icular  s leep
which i f  i t  had not  been disrupted would have
continued to be a good night’s rest  of a mere
four hours. ::KNOCK KNOCK::......”hey, we’re on
a scavenger hunt”.......::SLAM DOOR!!!:: In the
wise words of Lewis Black: “SON OF A BITCH!!!”

Now to those of you who are actually
walking around in  s t range dorms doing this ,
this  ar t ic le  is  a  warning for  your  safety.   I f  you
value your  l i fe  and wish to  keep your  geni tals
intact  as  well  as  the rest  of  your body,  I  suggest
you be a good l i t t le  neighbor and not wake the
psycho with the f ive inch double edged switch
blade who happens to love and real ly need
sleep.  Now instead, you could be in your room,
fucking  your  g i r l f r iend/boyfr iend  or  the  com-
mon s lu t  nearby-  whichever  your  preference
might be.   Now doesn’t  that  sound better  than
the  thought  of  your  parents  ident i fy ing you
from a bucket  of  l iquid remains  or  your  poor
excuse for  sexual  geni ta ls?  

Now the ones actually on these scav-
enger hunts aren’t  the only ones to blame.  To
al l  those who are  sending these  gul l ible  idiots
to their  demise,  well ,  you wil l  be caught  and
seen as  an accomplice to  a  f i rs t  degree murder
and the ass  raping wil l  begin.   I  hope you bring
the  proper  lubr ica t ion;  you wi l l  need i t .

By Dr. Fistfuck

Dr. Fistfuck
Scavenges and

Hunts

WHAT’S BEHIND DOOR NUMBER ONE?
Courtesy of Yve Koon

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e :
D r .  F i s t f u c k  i s  b a c k  i n  p r i m e

f o r m  t h i s  i s s u e .   L o o k  o n  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r
t o  s e e  t h e  h a v o c  h e  c a n  c a u s e .

J u s t  t h o u g h t  y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o
k n o w .



All  ha i led  Ashley  Smith  age  27  of
Atlanta Georgia for  her  bravery when held cap-
t ive  by a  suspected  murderer  in  March. B r i a n
Nicho l s  he ld  he r  cap t ive  fo r  s even-hour s .
Smith ,  according to  in i t ia l  repor ts  used her
fai th in God and readings from The  Purpose-
Driven  Li fe to  convince her  captor  to release
h e r . Months  la ter  in  her  memoir  she  admit ted
that  her  spi r i tua l i ty  wasn’ t  her  only  method of
persuasion,  Smith  gave her  hostage crysta l
methamphetamine f rom her  own personal  sup-
p l y .

Smith’s  book,  U n l i k e l y  A n g e l,  was
released two weeks ago and in i t  she talks about
her  s t ruggle  wi th  drug addic t ion . Smith  sa id
she hadn’t  real ized she was an addict  t i l l  af ter
her  hostage s i tuat ion. That  n ight  Nichols  t ied
her  up with  masking tape and an extension cord
to the bed. He wanted mari juana but  a l l  she had
was  crys ta l  meth . Nicholas asked Smith to join
in  wi th  the  drug taking but  she  says  she
r e f u s e d . “Suddenly,  looking down at  my drug
pouch,”  she says,  “I  real ized that  I  would rather
have died in my apartment  than have done those
drugs with Brian Nichols.  If  the cops were going
to bust  in  here and f ind me dead,  they were not
going to f ind drugs in me when they did the
autopsy.  I  was not going to die tonight and stand
before God, having done a bunch of ice up my
nose .”

However she had last  taken the drug the
night  before  the  inc ident . Her  addic t ion  had
also caused her  to  lose custody of  her  5  year-old

daughter  and  spend t ime in  a  psychia t r ic  hos-
pi tal .   She also took part  in  a  drug rehab pro-
gram, which she f lunked out  of .
The hostage si tuat ion happened on March 11.
Brian Nicholas had been on a shooting rampage
at  the  cour thouse  in  At lanta  ear l ie r  tha t  day .
He  was  cha rged  wi th  the
ki l l ing of  a  judge and three
others  and could be facing
the  dea th  pena l ty .

Smi th  to ld  au thor i-
t ies  that  she  read Nicholas  a
c h a p t e r  o f  T h e  P u r p o s e -
Driven  Li fe by Rick  Warren
called “Using What God Gave
Me.”  She thought this may
make her  seem t rus twor thy .
With  only  th is  informat ion
g iven  a t  t he  t ime  o f  he r
hos t age  au tho r i t i e s  gave
Smith  $70,000 in  rewards .
Her fai th in God had caused
others  to  shower  her  wi th
movie  and  book  of fe rs .
P e o p l e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  h i g h
demand for  her  guidance so
they too can have enough
faith to save themselves.

S m i t h  h e r s e l f  s a i d
“ I t ’ s  ha rd  fo r  peop le  t o
unders t and  the  mi rac le  o f
the story.  .  .  This  was total ly
a God thing, to me in my life.

This was God getting my attention, going, ‘I’m
going to give you one more chance.’”  Yet in her
own book she admits that  drugs were involved.
Crystal  meth was given to Nicholas prior  to the
talks of god.  Crystal  meth being a drug known
for  making i ts  users  feel  euphoric  could have

played a  s ignif icant  i f  not
to t a l  ro l e  i n  N icho la s ’
decis ion to release Smith.
Along wi th  her  fa i th  she
claims to  have shared with
N i c h o l a s  s o m e  p e r s o n a l
s t o r i e s .  O n e  a b o u t  h e r
husband be ing  s tabbed  to
death  in  a  f ight  and dying
in  her  a rms  and  ano ther
about  a  car  accident  she
was in  because she had
b e e n  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  o n
d r u g s .

Smith  c la ims that
s ince  the  inc ident  she  has
been clean of  a l l  drugs and
she is  not  being charged in
the possession of  i l legal
drugs.   For  more informa-
tion you can get a copy of
Ash ley  Smi th ’ s  book
U n l i k e l y  A n g l e;  a  port ion
of the proceeds are going to
a memorial  fund for  those
N i c h o l a s  k i l l e d  a t  t h e
cour thouse .

Thank God for Crystal Meth!
By Adina Silverbush

If  this  were a  just  and a  racial ly  safe
society ,  the  most  l ikely response to  former
Treasury Secretary Bil l  Bennet t  (who remarked
on his  radio show during a  debate  with a  cal ler
that  one  could  hypothet ica l ly  reduce the  cr ime
ra te  in  th is  count ry  by  abor t ing  a l l  b lack  fe tus-
es)  would be for  people to just  publicly reject
the use of  s tereotypes and out  of  context  s ta t is-
t ics  to  jus t i fy  d iscr imina tory  remarks  toward
any individual  or  group.   In fact ,  that’s  exact ly
what Bennett  himself  did two seconds later .   The
fact  that  Bennet t  i s  whi te  and the hypothet ical
fetuses  were black should be i r relevant .   Racism
is  r ac i sm.

Obviously,  we are not
there  yet .   Bennet t ’s  remarks
have been a lmost  universal ly
c o n d e m n e d  a n d  c r i t i c i z e d
despite his  disclaimer—that’s
the good news.  The bad news
is  tha t  rac ia l  and  pol i t i ca l
double  s tandards  abound  and
are  in  p lay  in  th is  cont rover-
sy .   The  hypocr isy  and del ib-
e ra te  mis represen ta t ion  of  h i s
s t a t ement ,  con tex t ,  h i s to ry ,
and agenda has been stagger-
ing.  Nowhere was this more
e v i d e n t  t h a n  w h e n  L o u i s
Farrakhan of  “Jews are  blood-
suckers”  and  o ther  assor ted
infamies  charged that  Bennet t
p r o p o s e d  g e n o c i d e  a g a i n s t
blacks.   Of  course,  this  is  a l l
b u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l  i n  t h i s
country.   Some ignorant  musi-
cian gets  on nat ional  televi-
sion and mouths off  that  Bush
doesn’t  care about black peo-
ple,  and he’s hailed as some kind of hero.  Yet a
prominent  lawmaker  inadver tent ly  endorses  a
segregat ionis t  pres idency and he gets  tossed out
of  h is  leadership  pos t .   Disgrunt led  minor i ty

c i t izens  and shady pol i t ica l  leaders  can  reck-
less ly  accuse  any whi te  person or  es tabl i shment
they object  to of the vilest  racism while spewing
out a heavy dose of their  own bigotry,  while
whites  must  censor  their  own careless ,  offen-
s ive ,  and pol i t ica l ly  correct  ramblings  or  pay a
heavy pr ice .

There are good reasons why these racial
double  s tandards  cur ren t ly  ex i s t ,  bu t  i t  i s  no t
an acceptable s i tuat ion.   Many Americans know
all  too well  that  this  country’s  government and
ci t izens have used their  vast  legal  and social
power to enslave and imprison the souls  of

d e s p i s e d  a n d  f e a r e d
groups.   These people
be l ieve  in  the i r  hear t s
tha t  what  has  happened
once  in  recent  h i s tory
(some don’ t  even
acknowledge that  t imes
have  changed)  cou ld
happen to them again.
Racism reminds  them
of  the i r  tenuous  hold
on  secur i ty  and  c i t i-
zensh ip  in  a  way  i t
d o e s  n o t  f o r  o t h e r s
(over t  racis ts  can make
t h i s  r e m i n d e r  v e r y
expl ic i t ) .   But  “reverse
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ”  i s  a
rea l  phenomenon tha t
i s  becoming  inc reas-
i n g l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o
people  who do  no t
exper ience  a  h is tory  of
oppression.   They see a
growing t rend of  ant i -
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p r e j u-

d ice ,  race-ba i t ing ,  and  d i r ty  pol i t i cs  tha t  i s
degrading thei r  humani ty ,  making them feel
unsafe,  and preventing them from l iving out
t he i r  d r eams .

I t  i s  the  respons ib i l i ty  of  a l l  Amer icans
to make this  a  racial ly  safe  country for  those
who do not feel safe.   Through our actions and
words,  we must above all  assure those who
remember  the  pas t  tha t  despi te  the  presence  of
some racis ts  and id io ts ,  th is  country  wi l l  never
close them out or try to destroy them.  Too many
people do not  bel ieve in this  country,  and when
a prominent  white  Republican l ike Bil l  Bennet t
p lays  a round so  reckless ly  wi th  powerfu l ly
threatening ideas ,  i t  means that ,  r ight  or  wrong,
other  white Republicans wil l  have to work that
much harder  to  prove  the i r  par ty  can  t rea t  a l l
c i t izens fair ly .   At  the same t ime,  enough racial
securi ty  must  be preserved for  those who have
always had i t ,  so that  they too can invest  in a
bet ter  socie ty  wi thout  fear  of  re t r ibut ion or
shaming.   For Bennett  has a long history of phi-
lan thropy  and  suppor t  toward  rac ia l  minor i t ies ,
including a t - r isk  youth.   I f  one s in  can so
threaten  to  des t roy a  man and his  reputa t ion ,
then no one can be safe.   There is  no reason for
anyone to aspire to good ci t izenship if  every-
thing one bui lds  up can be torn down in an
i n s t a n t .

Something will  have to give eventually.
Ei ther  the  Kayne Wests  and Louis  Farrakhans
will  have to be vil if ied and everyone will  be
censored,  or  the Bil l  Bennetts  and Trent  Lotts
will  have to be let  alone and everyone will  be
able to say whatever they l ike and people of  al l
races wil l  just  have to learn to l ive with i t .
Someday the mainstream wil l  decide “okay,
t ime’s  up,  they’re  s t i l l  us ing racism to  cry
racism, t ime for us to take the gloves off and
play  by  the i r  ru les ,”  and  th is  count ry  wi l l  be  a
very unpleasant  place to  l ive in  no matter  what
your color is.   We don’t have to sett le for that,
but  i t  wil l  take a  lot  of  work and determinat ion.
Only by foster ing a  bel ief  in  the  future  of  th is
country can we move toward a present  in which
we might trust  and forgive one another even
af ter  the  ugl ies t  moments .

Racial Insecurity
By Jorge Sierra

RED, WHITE, AND BILL,
Courtesy is a Virtue
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Club Spotlight: PUSO
By Vanessa Gopez

This year, PUSO is one of the most
active cultural organizations on cam-
pus.  They are dividing the organiza-

tion into three parts – historical, volunteer-
ing, and cultural.   In the historical part,
they have lessons teaching Filipinos all
about Filipino history.  It is an opportunity
to learn what reasons Filipinos have to
show their pride for their country.
Something most people do not know is that
the first person to go entirely around the
world was in fact a Filipino.  The volun-
teering part allows Filipinos get involved in
helping the community through hospitals
and various other methods.   Their cultural
part is probably their most famous part.
Their activities include modern dancing,
break dancing, singing, acting, and demon-
strating kali (a type of martial arts).

They are having many special events
this semester.  There is the D3 Dialogue,
which unites Filipinos from various col-
leges from New York, Long Island, and

Northern New Jersey.   More information
about it can be found at
http://www.findd3.org/aboutd3.html .  In
addition, they are holding a cultural show
on campus to raise funds to help those who
suffered from Hurricane Katrina and those
who need help in the Philippines.

Many events are happening next
semester as well.  Their leaders are plan-
ning to organize a FIND conference on
campus, which will bring Filipinos together
to attend workshops where they learn more
about Filipino culture.   Members of their
cultural part are going to perform during
this event as well as in the Battle of the
Barrios, an event in which they compete
against clubs of other schools.
Additionally, they hold PUSO Fest at the
end of the year.   Last year, this event was a
play intermingled with singing and dancing
that exemplified conflicts between mem-
bers of a colonized nation and its conquer-
ing nation's leaders.

Cabinet members are: President Anne
Beryl Corotan, VP Jansen Tubo, Seccretary

Rudner DeVera, Treasurer
Kenley Gagan, Events
Coordinator Pat Flores,
Public Relations Allen Mutia,
Leslie Miel, and Allan
Punsalan, D3reps Jonathan
Miel, Andrew Doctor and
Jeremiah, and Judiciary Steve
Raga, Elaine Omaga,
Christina Rodriguez, and
Suzette.

You can visit their xanga
at ww.xanga.com/puso.

By Vanessa Gopez and Mike Tiongson

October is Filipino American History
Month.  Here are some of the
entries in the Trivia Calendar.  See

how little you know about history!  The rest
of the entries can be found on the AA E-
Zine at www.aaezine.org.

Fact for October 1
In 1763, Filipinos were the first Asian
Americans to settle in what would become
the US - the bayous and marshes of
Louisiana. As sailors and navigators on
board Spanish galleons, Filipinos, known as
"Manilamen", jumped ship to escape the
brutality of their Spanish masters. They
built houses on stilts along the gulf ports of
New Orleans and brought with them the
process of sun-drying shrimp.

Fact for October 3
In 1902, the U.S. Congress passed into law
the Cooper Act which made it AGAINST

THE LAW for Filipinos to own property,
vote, operate a business, live in an
"American" residential neighborhood, hold
public office, or become naturalized
American citizens.  It was later repealed.

Fact for October 5
Back in the 1920's and '30's, the ratio of
men to women was 20 to 1 (because of
WWI). In some places it was 40 to 1.
Filipinos were not allowed to marry white
women. In 1926 California imposed anti-
miscegenation laws on Filipinos and they
had to drive out of state to marry.

Fact for October 9
Immediately after the Katipuneros (free-
dom fighters) won their independence from
Spain, the US imposed its own brand of
neo-colonialism on the Filipinos. The result
was the Philippine American War, the
bloodiest in American history. Lasting from
1898 to 1902, 70,000 Americans died & 2
million Filipinos were killed.

Fact for October 12
Since it Columbus Day....Filipinos first
crossed the Pacific Ocean as early as 1587,
fifty years before the first English settle-
ment of Jamestown was established.

Fact for October 15
Unknown to many Filipinos, through the
Treaty of Paris (April 11, 1899), Spain sold
the Philippines to the US for $20 million,
thus ending over 300 years of Spanish col-
onization and starting American coloniza-
tion.

Fact for October 17
When Filipinos came to the US in the early
1900's, they had to compete against other
ethnic groups to earn a living. Tensions
grew and white Americans blamed
Filipinos for taking their women and their
jobs. Many hotels, restaurants, and even
swimming pools had signs that read "POS-
ITIVELY NO FILIPINOS ALLOWED!"
Sometimes they also read, "NO DOGS

ALLOWED!" This led to the passing of the
Tydings-McDuffie Act of 1934, which lim-
ited Filipino immigration to the U.S. to 50
per year.

Fact for October 19
The yo-yo, a Tagalog word, was invented in
the Philippines over 400 years ago.
Originally used as a weapon, it had sharp
edges and studs.  In the 1920s, a Filipino
named Pedro Flores began mass-producing
them at his toy factory in the US.

Fact for October 21
The University of San Carlos in Cebu City
was founded by Spaniards in 1595. It is the
oldest existing university in Asia and is
even older than Harvard.

Fact for October 31
Did you know that in the state of California,
there are more Filipinos than Chinese? It is
estimated that by the next census, Filipinos
will be the largest Asian Pacific Islander
group in America.

Filipino American History Month

Club Spotlight: ASA
By Staff

The Asian Student
Association was
formed in the mid

90's when the other Asian
interest clubs had meetings
in their own languages and
Asian American students
had no organization that
spoke English. They
formed a group that includ-
ed all Asian Americans of any ethnicity,
thus giving students from smaller ethnici-
ties an organization to become involved
with too. Last year’s Cabinet was not just
Chinese (mainland and Taiwan), Filipino,
Korean, and Thai, but a Bhutanese, a
Kashmiri, and two Singaporeans.

ASA holds the first big cultural show
of the year, and until this year the only one
in the fall. This year Asian Night 2k5 is
called 'Yellow Fever' and it is scheduled for
November 18th. And new students take
note - for all of the major cultural shows,
don't wait until the day of the event to get
your tickets. Many sell out. Some sell out
within a few hours of the tickets going on
sale. (They need to be on Staller Main
Stage where there is enough room but that
is off limits for student performances!)

In addition to Asian Night, ASA now
coordinates the Nations of Asia Semi-
Formal, usually held off-campus but in the
Wang Center for the first time last year. The
opposite happened for the End of the Year
BBQ. Usually held on campus, due to new
rules forcing BBQ's to be catered, last

year's was moved to Sunken Meadow.
ASA does not have weekly meetings

but does do events during some of their
block-booked weekly times, Tuesdays at
8:30 in SAC 306. You need to check the
calendar http://www.aasquared.org/calen-
dar/calendar.pl or their website
http://www.xanga.com/StonyASA to know
when they will be doing something.

Their next major event will be making
t-shirts.  It will be held in SAC 306 on
October 11th at 8:30 to put your artistic
touch on a free t-shirt with all the supplies
provided by ASA! Create whatever you
want or enter the Asian Night T-Shirt
Design Contest!

Cabinet members for 2005-06 are:
Betty Liao, Prez; James Han, VP; Lina O,
Secretary; Angeline Seah, Treasurer; Elaine
Shiang, Co-Events Coordinator; Lawrence
Chu, Co-Events Coordinator; Lily Yeung,
Public Relations; and Lisa Chan, Judiciary.
You can contact them at
ASAatSBU@yahoo.com

ASA is a fun partying group that
brings all Asians together. Join them!

aa2sbu.org/aaezine in SB Press Vol 1 No 2 October 2005 Weekly Meetings Sunday nights at 7 PM at our office in Union 071

Photo credit: Angeline Seah’s Webshots

PUSO Fest April 2005

E d i t o r i a l  S p a c e :

O k ,  h e r e ’ s  t h e  s t o r y .   W e  t o l d  t h e m  i t  w a s  t a b l o i d  s i z e  l a s t  i s s u e .   T h i s  i s s u e  w e  t o l d  t h e m  o u r  p a p e r  s i z e  w a s  1 0 ’
b y  1 3 . 5 ’   T r u t h  i s ,  t h a t ’ s  o u r  p r i n t a b l e  a r e a ,  t h e  l o v e l y  E - Z i n e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  o u r  c o n v o l u t e d  d i r e c t i o n s  a g a i n .   I  s w e a r ,
w e ’ l l  g e t  i t  r i g h t  n e x t  t i m e .   I t  s t i l l  d a m n  p r e t t y  t h o u g h .

The Real E-Zine Love Page 11
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“As one who fought in all  of Israel’s
wars ,  and learned f rom personal  exper ience  that
without proper force, we do not have a chance of
surviving in this  region.  .  .  I  have also learned
from experience that  the sword alone cannot
dec ide  th i s  b i t t e r  d i spu te  in  th i s  l and .”

Whils t  these  words ,  spoken by Is rae l i
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  S h a r o n ,  r i n g  u n d o u b t e d l y
true–that violence only leads to more violence–it
probably feels  of  l i t t le  consolat ion to the thou-
sands of  Israel i  set t lers  who were forced to
leave Gaza this summer.

These  se t t lers  were  unfor tunate  not  only
because they had to leave what  had been their
home for  generat ions,  but  also because they
won’t get to feel  the long-term benefits  of the
$2bi l l ion invested in  Gaza between 2001 and
2002. The economically weak region was saved
f rom co l l apse  t h rough  fo r e ign  i nves tmen t ;
approximate ly  60% of  res iden ts  l ive  there
under the poverty l ine and the average woman
has 6  chi ldren,  not  to  ment ion that  unemploy-
ment  i s  a  pers i s ten t  p roblem.

Sharon c la ims that  Is rael is  wi l l  benef i t
in the long term from the disengagement,  based
on the  hope that  the  Pales t inians  wil l  abandon
violence for  peaceful  resolutions.  The basis  of
the lef t -wing opposi t ion vehemently bel ieve
that  the disengagement showed weakness on
Israel’s  s ide;  contrary to Sharon’s  bel ief  that
the developing Gaza will  provide the economic
s tabi l i ty  to  end ter ror ism,  the  d isengagement
will  only give the message to Hamas and other
te r ror i s t  g roups  tha t  b loodshed  wi l l  resu l t  in
I s rae l  re l inqu ish ing  more  land .

Abbas  h imself  has  been quoted as  say-
ing “[Today] Gaza, tomorrow the West Bank and

East  Jerusalem,” proof  that  the  Palest inians’
hunger  for  control  of  the whole of  Israel  is  t ruly
insat iable .  This  seems to be a  point  which
determinedly  undermines  the  reason why Gaza
w a s  e v a c u a t e d  b y  I s r a e l i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t
place–according to Sharon, the return of Gaza to
Palest ine would be a  s tep in  the direct ion of
peace,  not  in the direction of yet  more violence
unti l  the whole of  Israel  is  given up.

Sha ron’ s  o the r  j u s t i f i ca t ion– the
Roadmap–is just  as problematic.  Although i t
may seem advantageous to Israel to have the
USA, the UN, the EU and Russia on their side, i t
wil l  only give the Palest inians another  excuse to
act  out  ruthless  campaigns  against  Is rael .  A
negotiation cannot take place when one of the
sides has  the world’s  most  powerful  nat ions
behind  them,  and  the  o ther  has  l imi ted  suppor t
f rom other  th i rd  wor ld  count r ies .

The Roadmap i tself  is  f lawed, sett ing
unrea l i s t ic  measures  to  be  taken in  order  for
peace to be achieved,  such as demanding that  the
Pa les t in ian  Author i t i es  e l imina te  the  in f ra-
s t ruc tu re  o f  t e r ro r i sm.  I t  i s  un l ike ly  tha t  th i s
will  be met any t ime soon,  as Arafat’s  long rule
only just  came to an end and Abbas has a long
way to go before he can claim that he has com-

ple te  control  of  h is  country  and se t t led  terms
wi th  the  numerous  te r ror i s t  g roups .
Hamas has s ta ted that  they wil l  not  give up their
weapons or  “resis tance,”  even af ter  Israel  has
left  Gaza.  This makes i t  diff icult  for  Abbas to
cont inue  wi th  Tahd iya (period of calm).

The various opposi t ion groups to the
disengagement  make relevant  points  about  why
Israel is  should not  have been forced to leave
Gaza—the religious Jews in Gaza believe that the
land was given to them by God and that no gov-
ernment has the r ight  to give up “Holy Land”;
r ight  wing opposi t ion maintains that  Gaza is
legi t imate  Is rae l i  te r r i tory  and tha t  the  evacua-
t ion of  set t lers  is  a  violat ion of  human r ights;
and American Jews came in  the thousands to
suppor t  the  b lockades  p lanned by  these  var ious
fact ions .  

The next  s teps  in  the  peace process
depend on evidence that  Abbas  can es tabl ish  an
effective government in Gaza and prevent anti-
Israel i  v iolence.  The uni la teral  character  of  the
withdrawal  undermines the prospects  for  a  Gaza
that is governable—the result may be a Gaza that
is  isolated and hence led to more violence,
ra the r  than  l e s s .  

I t  is  diff icul t  to  predict  what  wil l  come
next—one can only hope that the violence is com-
ing to an end—but what can be said with deter-
minat ion is  tha t  the  reasons  for  ending Is rae l i
occupat ion  in  Gaza  were  not  subs tan t ia ted
enough to justify doing it .  However, now that
Palest ine has complete control  over the piece of
land i t  was f ight ing relent lessly to get ,  one can
only hope that  i t  uses  i t  for  good rather  than
evi l .

Reasons for Gaza Withdrawal Don’t Add Up
By Karen Shidlo

On September  28t h there  was  a  f i re  in
the “Mendy Pi t”  located in  the  middle  of
Mendelsohn quad.  There  were f i re  marshals  and
chiefs  from al l  around,  feet  away,  but  they
wouldn’t  touch i t .  And i t  burned.  Then a gir l ,
roughly 5  feet ,  s tepped up wi th  a  f i re  ext in-
guisher ,  and b las ted  the  f i re .  At  th is  poin t  the
f i re  chiefs  around the  gi r l  were  applauding.

So i t  wasn’t  a uncontrollable raging fire,  in fact ,
the  f i re  could have been turned out  wi th  the  f l ip
of a switch. So what was the purpose of this
staged inferno? September was Campus Fire
Safety Month,  and  f i re  prevention day was their
big event to close it  out.  

When you approached the “Mendy Pit”
the f i rs t  thing you came across was a  small ,

t a lk ing  remote  con t ro l led  f i re
t ruck,  whose  purpose  i s  to  lure
people in to learn how to use the
ext inguisher .  Driven by one of
the s tate  marshals ,  I  have to say
tha t  th i s  was  qu i te  h i la r ious .
Imag ine  a  l a rge  a th l e t i c  guy
being fol lowed by th is  l i tå t le  red
f i re  t ruck that  i s  yel l ing “Oh,  so
you think you are too tough to
learn about  f i re  safety?” I  was
almost  dying from laughter .  
Once s tudents ,  who were pre-
dominant ly  res idents  f rom H and
Mendlesohn Quads,  were lured
into “The Pit” ,  they walked past  a
ser ies  of  d isplays .  Under  one
tent  were  i tems that  were  in  dorm
rooms from f i res .  I  must  say that
when you see what  your everyday
i tems l ike  computers  look l ike
af ter  a  f i re ,  i t  k ind of  sets  in .
They also had a T.V. looping a
tape about  dorm room safe ty .
There  were  a lso  displays  about
f ire  safety info,  f lyers ,  and give-
aways l ike  keychain  sect .
The main at tract ion,  of  course,
was thei r  f i re  machine.  In  the
middle of “The Pit” was a cabinet,
most  l ikely made of  metal ,  that

was rigged to what appeared to be a propane
tank.  The s imple way to explain i t  is  that  when
the presenter  f l ips  a  swi tch,  the  whole  th ing
star ts  burning.  When he f l ips  i t  back,  i t  goes
off. 

Students were able to learn the PASS
method of  using f i re  ext inguishers .  PASS is
short  for Pull ,  Aim, Squeeze and Sweep.

Pul l  the  p in  f rom the  ex t inguisher
Aim the hose or nozzle at  the base of  the f ire
Squeeze the handle
Sweep from side to side

This  method is  the  universal  method for
us ing  f i re  ex t inguishers ,  and  the  idea  behind
the program is  that  i f  s tudents  are  shown how to
proper ly  use  the  ext inguisher ,  i f  they  ever  need
to use one, they know how to use it  most effec-
t ive ly .  

Af te r  us ing  the  ex t ingu isher ,  s tuden ts
received give-aways for  their  efforts ,  which
inc luded  h ighl igh ters ,  cups ,  f i re f igh ter  ha ts
etc…

When the day was over,  there was noth-
ing lef t  for  evidence except  the dry chemical
res idue ,  and  empty  ex t inguishers  tha t  were
picked up shor t ly  af ter  to  be  ref i l led ,  but  what
was taken away from the day was
far more significant.  Now, a
larger  percent  of  the  campus
knows how to properly use
ex t ingu i she r s ,   

S o m e t h i n g
t h a t  c o u l d  v e r y
wel l  save  l ives
one day.

The Quad is on FIRE
By Joe Rios

“I t  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  p red ic t
wha t  w i l l  come  nex t  -  one

c a n  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  v i o-
l ence  i s  coming  to  an  end . . . ”

THE POWER OF FIRE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS,
Courtesy of Vincent Michael Festa
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The Gaza Strip is a blood soaked piece of
t e r r i t o r y in the Middle East .  The Palest inians,
who of ten are  por t rayed by the American media
as  ter ror is ts  who madly  go af ter  Is rae l is  inhab-
i t ing the Gaza Strip,  are more complex than
por t rayed .  Whi le  i t  i s  t rue  tha t t he r e  a r e  t e r-
ror i s t s  tha t  proc la im to  be  agains t  I s rae l i s
occupying the Gaza str ip, not  every  Pales t in ian
is a member of Hezbollah.

The Gaza Strip didn’t  belong to Israel  ini-
t i a l ly -  i t  was  or ig ina l ly  inhabi ted  by  the  Arabs .
Only because of  Israel’s  victories  in successive
w a r s (one in  the  Is rael i  se t t lements  has  never
been  of f ic ia l ly  recognized  as  sovere ign  to
Palest inian governance) . The long term securi-
ty  of  Israel  depends on s tabi l izat ion of  re la t ions
wi th  t he Arab front l ine  s ta tes  of  Jordan,  Egypt ,
Syria and now, de facto,  the Palestinian State.

I t  i s  i ronic  that  a  mil i tary  man who is
great ly  respected as  a  r ight  wing pol i t ic ian has
come forward as a sponsor of all  of this.  Sharon
has impeccable  credent ia ls  for  even r ight  wing
Israelis.  He fought in all  of Israel’s wars.  He
never espoused appeasement at  any t ime.  He was
never a  man subject  to swings in his  opinions.

In this  way,  Sharon recognizes that  Israel
needs peace even at  the sl ight  chance of  disas-
ter .  I s rae l  has  a lways  l ived wi th  d isas ter  a t  her
s h o u l d e r . What  even pro-Israel is  do not  under-
s tand is  th is :  there  is  a  prohibi t ive  cost  to  war
in Israel .  Each mobil izat ion (without even a shot
being f i red)  tota l ly  hamstr ings  the  economy.
Reservis t  armies  l ike  the  Israel i  Army come not
from the mil i tary  but  f rom the book keepers ,
doctors ,  mechanics  and farmers- the  c iv i l ian
popula t ion .

N o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  c a l l - u p  o f  m i l i t a r y
reserves  was  never  l ight ly  regarded:  there  i s
also an economic cost to mere mobil izat ion.  The
economy of Israel  at  best  is  fragile.  I t  is  not
c h e a p  t o  b u y  o r  b u i l d  p l a n e s ,  t a n k s  a n d

art i l lery.  Sharon s igned off  on many checks this
way. He understood how expensive waging a
potent  war  i s .

Final ly,  i f  war is  avoided by compromise,
there is  avoidance of actual  f ighting,  and not
merely the costs  of  mobil izat ion.  With a  small
popula t ion ,  Is rae l  has  a lways  s ta ted  the  horrors
of losses. Some wars saw most families touched
by war in some horrible way.  The wars,  by the
war,  are  get t ing bloodier  and cer ta inly more
destruct ive .  Unspoken is  the  fact  that  wars  are
also getting more expensive. Such gadgets as
je ts ,  drones ,  miss i les ,  computers  and the  l ike
are going up in price not  merely because of
inflat ion,  but  also becomes developing them
takes  more  resources .

I f  Sharon thinks  that  peace is  possible ,
and worth a  gamble,  i t  probably is .  Unlike other
pol i t ic ians ,  he  i s  notor ious ly  shor t  tempered
for any foolery on ei ther side.  He would take
any charges  of  t reason by other  Israel is  in  a
very violent  way.  (Which is  why,  unlike other
pol i t ic ians ,  no one dreams of  br inging this  up.

This  i s  hardly  new in  Is rae l i  pol i t ics :
there  have  been  l i te ra l  pol i t ica l  assass ina t ions
in  Israel ,  wi th  Jews murder ing other  Jews.
Police and army cal led into duty to evict  Jewish
s e t t l e r s  f r o m  s o o n - t o - b e - A r a b  l a n d s  o f t e n
refused to serve the warrants .  In some cases,
there  were  l i te ra l  mut in ies .  In  o thers ,  pol ice
and  Army t roops  sp l i t  up  in to  p ro-and  an t i - se t-

t ler  groups .  This  radical iza t ion of  pol i t ics  i s
hardly  conf ined to  Jew versus  Arab.

There’s  compell ing mil i tary reason for  a
pul l -out  as  wel l .  As noted above,  Israel i  army
and police have become de facto occupiers of
these  (and other)  Arab ter r i tor ies .  That’s  a
dra in  on  secur i ty  and  defense  resources .  A s
even the wealthy and powerful  United States has
found out ,  the provision of  securi ty  is  not  with-
out  l imits .  Besides  the  human and pol i t ical
costs  of  occupying,  there is  the monetary cost .
I s rae l  i s  no t wealthy, a fact overlooked by even
her  most  powerful  and vocal  a l l ies  and support-
ers .  Adding a  cons tant ly  res t ive  people  dra ins
securi ty.  Much l ike the U.S.  found that  the
Louis iana and other  Southern nat ional  guards
were off guarding I raq,  the  Israel is  have noted
the need to keep a strong force in i ts  own bor-
d e r s .

I t’s  al l  well  to hold onto romantic versions
of history.  But the Gaza Strip and other occupied
lands  were  Arab  unt i l  th is  century .  They were
not  Jewish in the main,  though Jews l ived there.
Ironical ly ,  the Jews and the Arabs have got ten
along relat ively well  s ince the Crusades.  Untold
is  the  s t r i fe  among Arabs,  which has  been
bloody. Some cynics wag the thought that if
Israel  wasn’ t  there ,  the  Arabs  would be ki l l ing
each other  ins tead,  and more often than now.
Iraq and Iran,  for  example,  had a  ten year  war
which  k i l led  hundreds  of  thousands .  Jordanians
have fought  other  Arabs ,  including a  shor t  but
very  nas ty  war  agains t  Pales t in ians  themselves
(1970 and before) .

Israel  can’t  afford the romance.  She
never  could .  Sharon  and  wiser  r igh t  wing
Israel is  could not  agree more.  I t  is  f ine for  those
who are  not  in  the front l ines  to  ra i l  about  secu-
rity.  Remember the old adage from Napolean: he
who would defend everything winds up defend-
ing nothing.  Not bad counsel  for  Israel .

Israel’s Occupation of The Gaza Strip:
The Palestinian POV

By Laura Positano

“ A s  e v e n  t h e  w e a l t h y  a n d
p o w e r f u l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s
f o u n d  o u t ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f

secur i ty  i s  no t  w i thou t  l imi t s . ”



Page 14 Current Events

It’s called avian flu.   I t  comes from
birds.   You’ve probably never heard of i t .   And
maybe you never wil l .   Or maybe i t  wil l  ki l l  you
before you do.  While you were assuming you
were safe in your cozy bed in the most  powerful
country  on Ear th ,  a  vi rus  known as  the  bird  f lu
has  ki l led over  50 people  in  Asia .   Is  i t  ser ious?
Wel l  cons ider ing  the  government
jus t  spent  $100 mi l l ion  on  exper i-
mental  vaccines  for  th is  f lu  that
aren’t  even proven to effectively
immunize against  i t  yet ,  i t ’s  safe to
say  they ’ re  t ak ing  i t  s e r ious ly .
And you should too.  Check out what
some people you may have heard of
had to say about  i t :

“I t  could  ki l l  a  b i l l ion people
worldwide, make ghost towns out of
par ts  of  major  c i t ies ,  and there  is  not
enough medicine to f ight  i t .  I t  is  cal led
the avian flu.” – Brian Ross, ABC news
chief  inves t iga t ive  repor ter

“We must also remain on the offensive
against  new threats  to  publ ic  heal th ,  such as  the
avian inf luenza,”  Bush said in  his  speech to
world leaders .  “If  lef t  unchal lenged,  the  virus
could become the f i rs t  pandemic of  the 21st
century.” – President George W. Bush

“Right  now in human beings,  i t  ki l ls  55%
of the people i t  infects;  that  makes i t  the most
lethal  f lu we know of that  has ever been on plan-

et  Earth affect ing human beings.”  -  Laurie
Garret t ,  a  senior fel low on global  health policy
at the Council  on Foreign Relations

So now you have some facts, and they
may or may not have come from some people you
probably have heard from, or  who are experts  on
the  i ssue .   This  f lu  s t ra in  has  been around s ince
the eighties,  that  we know of.   I t  has since gained
s t rength  and  spread  f rom wi ld  b i rds  to  ch ickens

to pigs,  and,  yes-  now to us.   I t  appears
tha t  the  v i rus  goes  quickly  and d i rec t-
ly  to  our  lungs,  f i l l ing them with  f luid

and blood.   I t  can ki l l  a
human in  as  l i t t l e  as

t h r e e  d a y s ,  a n d  o f t e n
shows no major f lu symp-

toms unti l  i t ’s  too late .  Our
only saving grace is  that  i t

c a n n o t  b e  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n
humans;  i t  has  to  be acquired f rom
an infected bird.   So far .

“The t ipping point ,  the  place
where i t  becomes something of an immediate
concern,  is  where that  virus changes,  we cal l  i t
mutates,  to something that  is  able to go from
human to human,” -  Redlener ,  director  of  the
Nat ional  Center  for  Disas ter  Preparedness

“I  think most  people would say to you i t
[an outbreak] probably is  a  quest ion of when,
and not  i f ,  because,  well  because the pat tern of
evolut ion of  this  virus in general  is  to f ind a way

to become propagated easi ly amongst  humans
and i t  i s  undergoing a l l  of  the  prepara tory  s teps
tha t  in f luenza  a  v i rus  under taken  in  the  pas t
towards becoming a  competent  human-to-human
transmissible  agent .  We’re  watching,  essent ia l-
ly ,  the s teps of  evolut ion and i t  is  progressing
right  down the path you would have predicted
for  a  virus  that  wil l  eventual ly  become qui te
good a t  human-to-human t ransmiss ion.”  -  Dr.
David Relman, Professor of Microbiology &
Immunology ,  and  o f  Med ic ine  a t  S tan ford
Universi ty ,  and Staf f  Physician at  the VA Palo
Alto Health Care System

OK, so now we know we’re all in very big
trouble.   So here’s the question on everybody’s
mind:  How long do we have until  we really have
to worry about  i t  possibly jumping between
h u m a n s ?

“Some people would say it  could be as
early as  this  winter .  Those of  a  more opt imist ic
sort  would say maybe two years,  or  i t  could be
even f ive years.  So i t ’s  very hard to predict  r ight
now.” – Relman

I don’t  know about you but I  would l ike
more than a 45% chance to l ive more than two
years.  So when I hear it’s coming to the USA, I’m
boarding up my windows and locking the doors.
Maybe you should too.  But to be safe, I’d check
out www.cdc.gov if you’re concerned to check for
upda ted  in format ion ,  p reven t ion  s teps ,  and
what to do if  you believe you’re infected.

We’re All Going to Die!
By Bryan Barash

There has  never  been an idea qui te  as
absurd as  pol i t ica l  par t ies .   They work agains t
a l l  sense ,  and I ’m real ly  s tar t ing to  th ink the
only  reason many of  us  s t i l l  defend thei r  exis-
tence is  because of l ifelong condit ioning.   Here
are  the  bad th ings  about  pol i t ica l  par t ies :

1 ) They pretend to sum up a vast  amount of
ideas under  one label ,  thus making the vot ing
process  easier .   The American publ ic  does  not
have to look deep into candidates for any office,
because most of what they need to know is
summed up in  their  par ty .   I f  we s tar ted looking
at  candidates’  ideas  and
p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  f r e e l y ,
we’d be able to make a
much more  independent
judgment .   Of  course ,
there are  many who pon-
der  deeply  about  candi-
da t e s ,  bo th  Repub l i can
and Democrat ,  but  none
who do so without know-
i n g  w h i c h  p a r t y  e a c h
belongs to.   Why is i t  so
important to know?  Can’t
we  make  tha t  k ind  o f
judgment on our own?   Okay, so a great deal of
the  American populat ion may be  pre t ty  igno-
rant ,  but  maybe a lot  of  that  is  forced upon them
by things l ike this .   For the longest  t ime, we’ve
imagined world  and domest ic  issues  as  black
and  whi te .   Fan tasy  wr i te r s  b r i l l i an t ly  cap ture
our  desire  for  the c lear  separat ion of  opposing
powers  by having undeniable  heroes  f ight ing
undeniable  evi l .   Even the most  run-down and
fucked up hero  is  s t i l l  the  whi te  in  opposi t ion
to the black evi l  he or  she f ights .   Poli t ical  par-
t ies  are  another  manifesta t ion of  our  great
desire  for  this  dis t inct ion.   Of  course ,  when
applied to the real  world i t  just  gets  more com-
pl ica ted.   Our  candidates  ac t  more  l ike  p layers

in backgammon.  One is white,  one is black, nei-
ther is good or bad.  This is how George W. Bush
gets a lot  of  his  backing for the war in Iraq,
except  he t r ies  to  turn back the clock to  a  much
more primitive version of reductionism.  George
W. Bush says,  in general ,  that  we must  defend
Freedom, and fight back against  those who do
not  support  Freedom.  The problem is  that
Freedom isn’t  so damn simple.   I t’s funny how a
country bent  so  hard on defending Freedom
would deny homosexuals  the r ight  to a  legal
marr iage,  invade the pr ivacy of  individuals  for
the  sake of  paranoid  nat ional  secur i ty ,  pass

laws opening up everyone to a
ful l  violat ion of  their  c ivi l
r ights  wi thout  a  warrant  of
any  k ind ,  no t  r egu la t e  the
monopolization of the media
by of fer ing  independent  and
radica l  media  broadcas ts  the
same oppor tuni t ies  for  publ ic
broadcast ,  l ie  to  i ts  own ci t i-
zens about  the reasons for  a
war  in  another  count ry ,  de l ib-
e ra te ly  mis represen t  spec i f i c
even ts  wi th in  and  sur round-
ing  tha t  war ,  f i l te r  the  spread

of  in format ion  inc lud ing  images  and  news
reports  to i ts  own cit izens out  of  fear  of  losing
support ,  passing laws that  leave people’s  homes
and proper ty  subject  to  des t ruct ion and evic t ion
for the sake of commercial  development without
appeal  or  due cr iminal  or  c ivi l  process ,  and
cont inual ly  a t tempt  to  modify i ts  own const i tu-
t ion to make i tself  less free.   I t’s  a goddamn
hypocr isy ,  and thanks  to  the  same menta l i ty
that  formed pol i t ica l  par t ies ,  i t ’ s  rampant  and
very act ive.

2 ) Pol i t ica l  par t ies  not  only  l imi t  the  th inking
of the voters ,  but  of  the poli t icians themselves.

Many pol i t ical  candidates  and off ice-holders ,  I
be l ieve ,  a re  res t r ic ted  by  the i r  own reduct ion-
ist  beliefs.   They have no room to grow as polit i-
c ians  because they’re  afra id  to  s tep outs ide  the
bounds of  their  pol i t ical  par t ies .   They choose
very early on,  and even if  they’re open minded
and able  to  swing,  thei r  pol i t ica l  par ty  hangs
over  their  head l ike an albatross ,  i f  not  confin-
ing then at  the  very least  d ef ining what  they do.

3 ) Supreme Court  Chief Just ice John Roberts .
Need I  say more?  Every single Republican sen-
ator voted in favor of him taking the seat .
Democrats,  however,  voted both for and against.
Am I praising Democrats?  Hell  no.   Democrats
don’ t  ex i s t .   There ’s  no  such  th ing  as  a
Democrat .   They may call  themselves as such,
but i t’s  only a bonding name.  They’re all  peo-
p l e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w s ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e
Republicans.   Everyone has different  views.
When I say Democrats voted both ways, I  mean
that  the people who call  themselves Democrats
voted both ways,  and perhaps that  provides
some sort  of hope for a changing idea: not bi-
p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  b u t  n o n-pa r t i sansh ip .   Rober t s
was elected because he is  the mission s ta tement
of  the Republican Conservat ive party in human
form.  Someone lost  the document that  explained
conservat ism,  and i t  b iodegraded into the Earth .
Then,  i t  was re-spawned in the form of Chief
Just ice  John Roberts .   For  a  posi t ion that  re l ies
so heavily on objectivity and a sense of “higher
pol i t ics” ,  this  guy sure  seems to  have his  opin-
ions.   Can we expect  to  see bi-par t isanship
under his regime?  Doubtful .   Can we expect to
see  b i -par t i sanship  towards  h im?  Doubtfu l .
Bi -par t i sansh ip  i s  an  idea l i s t i c  myth ,  and  a t
the very least  we should replace i t  wi th  a  myth
of  non-par t i sanship .   I  th ink a  myth  tha t  could
one day be  rea l ized is  bet ter  than a  myth used
to  shut  the  f ree  th inkers  of  th is  count ry  up .

Why Political Parties Suck So Damn Much
By David K. Ginn

POLITICAL PATRIOTISM,
Courtesy of Oversaturated Politics
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New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg
is  up for  re-e lect ion th is  year .   A Democrat -
turned-Republ ican in  a  c i ty  where  Democrats
outnumber  Republ icans  by 5 to  1 ,  he  is  expect-
ed to win easily over former Bronx Borough
Pres ident  Fernando Ferrer ,  who los t  in  the  2001
Democrat ic  pr imary dur ing the  runoff  e lect ion,
giving the Republ ican par ty  the mayoral ty  for
the  four th  s t ra ight  e lec t ion .

Did I  mention that  the ci ty  is  over-
whelmingly Democrat ic?

One of  the,  in  my opinion,  understated
reasons that  the Democrats  wil l  lose is  because
they are  not  uni ted.   This  is  not  for
l a c k  o r  r e a s o n s  t o  d i s l i k e
Bloomberg.  This is the mayor who
has  squeezed the  middle  c lass  wi th
a  mass ive  proper ty  tax  increase ,
increased f ines ,  ra ised  the  c iga-
re t te  tax ,  and  ins t i tu ted  a  “ t icke t
quota” on minor  infract ions,  a l l  to
balance the budget.   He has also
held a  hard l ine on contract  nego-
t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t
pol ice ,  f i ref ighters ,  and teachers
unions,  following a sett lement giv-
ing the  c i ty’s  larges t  munic ipal
union a 5% raise.   The mayor has
made i t  eas ier  for  homeless  shel-
ters  to  deny shel ter  to  homeless
ind iv idua ls  and  removed  pr io r i ty
access  to  federa l  rent  subs id ies  to
homeless  famil ies .   The recession
fol lowing 9/11 affected minor i ty
ci t izens  most  severe ly ,  and there
remain  wide  rac ia l  d i spar i t i e s  in
income and academic achievement
between the r ich and poor ,  whi tes
and minori ty New Yorkers .

Civi l  l iber tar ians  weren’ t
too happy with the heavy police
presence  dur ing  an t i -Bush  ra l l i es  and  the  ran-
dom searches imposed in subways fol lowing the
London bombings.   Moreover,  his  administrat ion
appealed a  cour t  ru l ing order ing the  c i ty  to
grant  marr iage l icenses to gay couples ,  and he
has refused to enforce a City Council  law passed
over  his  veto  that  bans  harassment  in  c i ty
schools ( this  was advocated by gay r ights  organ-
iza t ions  because  bul ly ing  d ispropor t iona te ly
affects gay and lesbian youth).   Anyway, I’m
sure you get  the idea.   There is  a  large number
of New Yorkers who might have reason to vote
against  Bloomberg,  i f  they could unite based on
the i r  shared  gr ievances .

This  i s  not  poss ib le .
As  in  the  2001 Democra t ic  pr imary ,  the

two highest  vote-get ters  in  th is  year’s  pr imary,
F e r r e r  a n d  C o n g r e s s m a n  A n t h o n y  W e i n e r ,
endorsed complete ly  d i f ferent  and incompat i-
ble visions for New York.  The problem is that
most  of  the grievances are exclusive to ei ther
middle  c lass  New Yorkers ,  who are  be ing
squeezed by r is ing taxes  and expenses ,  or  one
or  more underclasses  or  minori t ies ,  who have
been lef t  behind… again.   Thus,  Ferrer  endors-
es  higher  taxes to  pay for  social  services  and is
an advocate for  the poor and minori ty popula-

t ions .   Weiner  endorsed tax cuts  for  the  middle
class  and had s t rong support  among white
Democrats .   Race is  s t i l l  a  factor  that  separates
t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  t w o  m o s t  p o p u l a r
Democrats ,  as  was in  the  2001 pr imary and the
one before  i t .   Ferrer’s  a t tempt  ear ly  in  th is
campaign to  bui ld  sol idar i ty  with  pol ice  off i-
cers  outraged black voters  when he mentioned
that  he didn’t  think the death of  Amadou Dial lo,
who was shot  41 t imes by pol ice during the
Giuliani  administrat ion,  was a crime.   More
recent ly ,  he’s  sa id  he opposed a  s t r ike  by the
teachers  un ion  (a f te r  a l l ,  tha t  would  hur t
minor i ty  and poor  s tudents  the  most) .   Under

such condi t ions ,  i t  i s  very  di f f icul t  for  the
Democratic Party to mount a strong opposit ion.

Finally,  as most of the media commenta-
tors mention,  Bloomberg’s record as mayor is
fair ly decent,  but  not  just  as a mayor overall .   He
has  made specif ic  accomplishments  that  are
important  to  some of  the same const i tuencies
that  must  be recrui ted to  oppose him.   Early on,
he framed improving the educat ion system as a
civi l  r ights  i ssue ,  and tes t  scores  have r isen for
the f irs t  t ime in years .   Bloomberg’s low-key
manner  and ski l l fu l  handl ing  of  rac ia l  ha te
cr imes such as  the  recent  beat ing in  Howard

Beach is  part  of  why racial  ten-
s ions are  lower than they have
b e e n  i n  y e a r s .   R e m a r k a b l y ,
cr ime is  cont inuing to  drop to
record lows.   Final ly,  the mayor
has  been a  s t rong suppor ter  of
abort ion r ights .   He enacted a
pol icy  au thor iz ing  a l l  medica l
schools  to  teach abor t ion  and
opposes  t he  nomina t ion  o f
Supreme  Cour t  nominee  John
Roberts .   The mayor’s record is
not  perfect ,  nor  does  i t  benef i t  a l l
New Yorkers ,  but  i t  has  f ractured
any hope  of  a  s imple  middle
c lass - lower  c lass - l ibera l  coa l i-
t ion against  him.  Indeed,  several
t rad i t iona l ly  Democra t ic  minor i-
ty ,  union,  and l ibera l  organiza-
t ions  and pol i t ic ians  have  e i ther
endorsed the mayor or  have con-
s p i c u o u s l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  a t t a c k
h i m .

I t  i s  therefore  fa lse  to
speak of a simple 5:1 Democratic
vs.  Republican majority in New
York City,  at  least  as far  as ci ty-
wide mayoral  pol i t ics  are  con-

cerned.   Regional ,  class ,  and identi ty group pol-
i t ics  have dominated the Democrat ic  mayoral
pr imary process  to  such a  degree  that  i t  i s  more
accurate  to  say  that  mul t ip le  and incompat ib le
mini-par t ies  are  vying against  each other .   This
presen ts  l i t t l e -known candida tes  wi th  nar row
agendas whose campaigns serve only to augment
d i f fe rences  and  ra i se  b i t te rness  on  a l l  s ides .
Or  as  former  mayor  Ed  Koch ca l l s  them,
L i l l i p u t i a n s ,  a f t e r  t h e  d i m i n u t i v e  r a c e  i n
Gulliver’s Travels.   New York City Democrats
have some serious growing up to do if  they hope
to br ing the  par ty  together  and win the  may-
o ra l ty  in  2009 .

Bloomberg Breaks NYC’s Democratic Coalition
By Jorge Sierra

Every day I’ve been hearing about car
crashes,  mult iple  t imes a  day!  Probably I’m
more aler t  to  the words “car  crash” s ince my
own mother  was just  ki l led this  summer by one
but  i t  seems l ike they’ve been happening more
then ever.   Most of the t ime these aren’t  kids
get t ing into  crashes  e i ther .   These are  l icensed
drivers who choose to drive recklessly.    Racing
the i r  spor t s  car ,  d r iv ing  in toxica ted ,  or  rushing
to an “important” event!   What the hell  is  wrong
with people?!  Don’t they care; don’t they real-
ize  they’re  put t ing themselves ,  the i r  passen-
gers ,  and everyone around them in danger?

The week after my mom was kil led by a
drunk dr iver ,  I  read  an  ar t ic le  in  the  New York
T i m e s about a group of teens (one who went to
my high school) who were at a summer camp get-
t ing dr iven somewhere by their  counselor .   The
counselor  was  dr iving a t  near ly  100mph,  and
the  whole  car  was  l i te ra l ly  crushed by a  t rac tor
trailer!  The week before my mom’s death a wed-

ding party was in a l imo going home from the
wedding when they were smashed into by a
drunk dr iver  ki l l ing a  young gir l .   I  t r ied to  get
the  exact  informat ion about  that  crash and
typed in to  my internet  search engine  “Brooklyn
car  crash  k i l l s  g i r l”  and I  got  241,000 resul ts !

Nearly everyone I’ve told about my own
personal  t ragedy has  exper ienced or  heard of  a
s imilar  horr i f ic  experience.    I t ’s  nice not  to  be
alone in  my pain but  reading Melissa’s  ar t ic le
about  her  bro ther  be ing  k i l led  in  a  car  c rash  ( in
the  las t  i ssue of  the  P r e ss)  got  me very upset .
That  two people working for  the press had both
lost  very close,  young,  heal thy relat ive because
of cars!  How is this happening?  Why are we let-
t ing  th i s  happen?

Today, I looked at a copy of the S t o n y
Brook Statesman,  which is  why I’m making this
plea.   On the front  cover there was an art icle
about  a  man that  was ki l led when he was hi t  by
a car Friday morning on Sept.  30.  You can’t

ignore  i t  anymore i t  happened r ight  here  on
Nicolas Rd, next to the South Entrance.  The
same morning 20 minutes  la ter ,  there  was
another  car  accident  involving 5 s tudents  on
campus by the Main Entrance.  

Maybe it  wasn’t your mother.   Maybe you
s t i l l  have  a l l  your  s ib l ings ,  your  grandparents ,
your  boyf r i end /g i r l f r i end ,  your  bes t  f r i end .
You’re lucky today, but tomorrow you might not
be so lucky!  People are dropping l ike f l ies  al l
because of fucking cars!  Cars; what most of us
take comfort  in going in everyday.  I’m sorry to
be harsh;  I ’m not  t rying to  hurt  your  feel ings
just to open your eyes!   If you don’t feel safe
with  the  way your  f r iends  are  dr iving,  te l l  them.
If  you are  in  a  rush,  th ink twice before  you s tar t
speeding… you may not get there ever if  you get
into a crash!  Racing might seem fun, but i t’s
idiot ic .   The higher your speed the more damage
to you,  and your fancy sports  car!

What the Fuck?
By Adina Silverbush
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A crowd of  approximately 300 were on
hand at  Kenneth P.  LaValle Stadium on the
chi l ly  Fr iday evening to  see the America East
conference encounter between the Stony Brook
Seawolves and the Hartford Hawks. The match
would end in  a  2-2 draw.

“We played real  hard and came out
strong. The team fought and never gave up,” said
left winger Tamed Mohamed.

The Seawolves started the match with a
3-5-2 format ion,  whi le  the  vis i tors  employed a
4-4-2.  Normally on the r ight  wing,  Yahaya Musa
shif ted to  the back for  the match.

“Musa was outstanding in the back.  He
may be  playing thei r  in  the  fu ture ,”  ment ioned
head coach Cesar Markovic.

The f i rs t  opportunity for  Stony Brook
would come in the 5t h minute .  Midf ie lder  Mat t
Avelino made a cut  to his  r ight .  His effort  from
27 yards out  would sai l  inches wide of  the lef t
p o s t .

Three  minutes  l a te r ,  the  home s ide
would get  another  opportuni ty ,  th is  t ime from
Mohamed. Off a defensive mistake, Mohamed
collected the ball  on the left  wing.  His shot from
9 yards out  sai led wide of  the near  post .

Seconds later ,  the Hawks would get  their
f i rs t  opportuni ty of  the match.  Forward Gorkem
Katoglu’s  blast  from 27 yards out  was tapped
over  the bar  by goalkeeper ,
John Moschella.

The Seawolves next
g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  w o u l d
come in  the  29t h minute off  a
great  individual  ef for t  f rom
midfielder,  Douglas Narvaez.
Af te r  d i spossess ing  defend-
er  Carlo Cudicini  of  the bal l ,
Narvaez  was  ab le  to  ge t
passed  three  defenders ,  on ly
to  see  his  shot  f rom 9 yards
out  curl  just  wide of  the far
p o s t .

T h e  u n f o r t u n a t e
would  happen in  31s t m i n u t e
when Hartford would take
the 1-0 lead off  a  controver-
sial  goal .  On what appeared
to  be  a  Har t ford  hand-bal l ,
re feree  Arnold  Kle in  award-
ed a  throw-in  to  Har t ford
ins tead .  Midf ie lder  Danie l
Torres  would col lect  the bal l
o f f  t h e  e n s u i n g  H a r t f o r d
throw-in on the  r ight  wing.
Torres’  cross  f rom the r ight
wing found Cudini ,  who headed the ball  into the
back of the net .  

“I’m not sure if  the ref saw it .  But i t  was
ei ther  our  bal l  or  a  throw-in  for  us ,”  s ta ted
Mohamed.

Four minutes  la ter ,  the Hawks would
double  their  lead.  Off  a  f ree  kick,  midf ie lder
Costa  Kyri ts is  sent  the  bal l  in to  the  box and
found Cudini .  Cudini  headed the bal l  home,
leaving goalkeeper John Moschella  with no
chance to make the save. 

“I t  ( the f i rs t  goal)  was defini te ly a  hand
ball .  There is  nothing you can do. There was a

momentum swing for them and we gave up a sec-
ond goal,” stated coach Markovic.

The home side would cut  the lead in half
i n  t h e  3 7t h minute off  of  an inswinging corner
from Mohamed.  His service skipped past  sever-
al  defenders  f inding forward,  Chris  Scarpat i .
Scarpati’s header on goal deflected off a Hawks
defender  to  make i t  2-1 .

The  second hal f  saw the  Seawolves
applying heavy pressure  to  the  Har t ford  back-
l ine,  while  Hartford looked to counter .

The vis i tors  would get  the  f i rs t  opportu-
ni ty  of  the  second half  in  the  48t h m i n u t e .
Forward Keith Womack’s hard shot  from 14
yards  out  on the  r ight  was  parr ied  away by
Moschella.

In  the  58t h minute, Stony Brook would
get  the equal izer  off  a  penal ty  kick.  Midfielder
Michael Palacio,  claimed a loose ball  in the box
after  Scarpati’s  cross was deflected.  As Palacio
was set to tee up a shot,  he was brought down
from behind .

Scarpat i  would take the penal ty  kick,
put t ing the  bal l  in to  the  lower  r ight  90 for  the
wel l -deserved  equa l izer .

In the very same minute,  Hartford would
c r e a t e  a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t h e i r  o w n .
Forward Gorkem Katoglu cracked a 30 yarder,
only to have his shot saved and held onto from a

diving Moschella.
In  the  78t h minute Stony Brook

would threaten once again.  Scarpati
sent  a  long bal l ,  spl i t t ing two defend-
e r s  t o  f o r w a r d ,  P e t e  H a i k i d i s .
Ha ik id i s ’  sho t  f rom 8  ya rds  ou t
sa i led  over  the  crossbar .

The next  pa i r  of  oppor tuni t ies
for the Seawolves would come in the
las t  four  minutes  of  regulat ion cour-
tesy of Narvaez. On the right wing,
Narvaez  la id  one  of f  to  Pa lac io .
Palacio cut  the bal l  to  his  lef t  and
f i red  a  rocket  f rom 17 yards  out  tha t
was held onto by goalkeeper,  Ryan
Carr .  In  the  88t h minute,  Narvaez was
able  to  spl i t  two Hart ford defenders
before  his  shot  f rom 22 yards  out
sai led just  wide of  the far  lef t  post .

The f irst  overt ime saw only one
lone opportuni ty.  The lone chance
would come for  Hartford in the 99t h
minute.  Katoglu at tempted to catch
Moschella  napping with a chip from
45 yards out ,  but  to  no avai l .

The Seawolves nearly had the
game winner  with seconds remaining

in the second overtime. Collecting a long ball ,
Mohamed sent  a  low cross that  ended up in the
foot of Palacio. Palacio on the right,  f ired a 14
yard shot  to  the  near  post  that  was parr ied away
by  Car r .

With the draw, the Seawolves stand at  0-
0-1  in  conference  p lay  and 5-2-3  overa l l ,  whi le
the  Hawks  a re  a t  0 -1-1  and  3-5-1 .

“We were courageous out  there.  We
played without  subs .  I t  was an outs tanding
game. We played for each other,” mentioned
coach Markovic.

Seawolves Men’s Soccer Salvage
Draw in Conference Opener

By Antony Lin

CHRIS SCARPOTI TAKES IT
DOWN THE FIELD,
Courtesy of
www.GoSeawolves.org

On a sunny and warm Sunday afternoon,
the Stony Brook Seawolves took on the UMBC
Retrievers at  Kenneth P.  LaValle Stadium, with
both  teams in  search  of  the i r  f i r s t  America
East  conference vic tory.  Approximately  120
suppor ters  were  in  a t tendance as  the  home s ide
fel l  to  the  Retr ievers  3-0.

“It  was disappointing.  We played well .
But  we did not  c l ick at  t imes,”  said midfielder
Br i t tany  Benth in .

Both teams s tar ted wi th  a  4-4-2 forma-
t ion.  The f irst  half  saw quite an even affair ,  as
nei ther  s ide was dominant .  Normally on the
right  wing,  Stony Brook midfielder Daniel le
Lewis started up front  with Brooke Barbuto,
normal ly  a t  center  midf ie ld ,  due to  an injury to
forward Tiffany Fasul lo.

The Seawolves would be the first  to
threa ten  in  the  3rd  minute .  Benth in’s  in i t ia l
c ros s  f rom the  r i gh t  w ing  was  b locked .
Receiving the ball  back,  Benthin cut  to her left .
Her shot  from 12 yards out  would sai l  wide.

A m i n u t e
later, UMBC would
crea te  an  oppor tu-
ni ty  of  their  own.
M i d f i e l d e r  B e t s y
Day,  f rom the r ight
wing ,  found  fo r-
ward Jessica Young
o u t s i d e  t h e  b o x .
Her  one- t imer  fe l l
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e
hands of  goalkeep-
er  Cindy Bennet t .

The Retr ievers
opened the  score  in
t h e  2 2 n d  m i n u t e
with a goal from
Young. Off a coun-
t e ra t t ack ,  Young
f o u n d  h e r s e l f  i n
al l  a lone.  With an

onrushing Bennett ,  Young was able to place the
bal l  in to  the  upper  lef t  pos t  and in .

The  v is i tors  near ly  doubled  the i r  lead
in the 29th minute.  Young’s shot  to the near
post  from 6 yards out  would be cleared off  the
l ine  by defender  Marisa  Nucci .

Stony Brook would get  i ts  best  opportu-
n i t y  i n  t he  35 th  minu t e .  R igh t / l e f t  back
Chelsea Van Horn’s outswinging corner found
unmarked midf ie lder  Kr is t in  Mishre l l ,  whose
header  unfor tuna te ly  s t ruck  the  r igh t  c ross-
b a r .

“We have to gain more confidence to be
more  a t t ack ing  minded  to  compe te , ”  sa id
Seawolves coach Sue Ryan. “Their shot hits the
post  that  goes  in  and our  shot  hi ts  the post  and
comes out.”

By Antony Lin

Seawolves
Women’s Soccer

Falls to
Retrievers

MARISA NUCCI AND BALL,
Courtesy of
www.GoSeawolves.org
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The home side would unfortunately be
punished off  a  quest ionable  non-cal l  f rom ref-
eree Kyle Markott  in the 51st  minute.  Off  a  set
piece from the right,  UMBC defender Mary
Hearin appeared to be guil ty of  a  hard shove
while the bal l  was in the air .  This  led to a
scramble  in  the  box,
f rom which  midf ie lder
Cara Palmer was able to
c a p i t a l i z e  o n  w i t h  a
goal.

“ T h e  p l a y e r s
were saying there was a
push.  But  the  referee-
ing goes both ways. You
mus t  c rea te  o r  make
your own luck to get
tha t  oppor tun i ty .  Tha t
is  what  they did,”  said Ryan.

Seconds later ,  the Retrievers would make
it  3-0.  From the right wing, Young found for-
ward Missy Moore in the box. Moore, with her
back turned,  la id  one back to  fe l low s t r iker
Amanda DiCarlo.  Her  one-t imer from 7 yards
out found the lower left  part  of the goal.

“We played bet te r  in  the  f i r s t  ha l f  than

we did in the last two games,” said Ryan. “We
had a  mental  lapse in  the f i rs t  f ive minutes  of
the second half .  We must  learn to play for  the
ful l  ninety.  We cannot  take mental  breaks.”

The Seawolves would get a chance to pull
one back in  the  72nd minute .  With plenty of

space,  Barbuto’s crack
f rom 28  yards  sa i l ed
high of  the  crossbar .

Looking to
i n c r e a s e  t h e  s c o r e ,
D i C a r l o  n e a r l y  h a d
another  one  in  the  79th
minute.  Off  a  free kick
from 22 yards  out ,  her
low drive would be par-
r ied  away and out  by
Bennet t .

With the loss,  Stony Brook drops to 0-3-
0 in conference play and 3-9-1 overall .  UMBC
improves  to  1 -1 -0  and  7 -5-0 .

“It  was a tough day. When you are not
winning games,  i t  seems l ike everything is
against you,” said Ryan. “We have to get past
that  and gain more confidence.”

No Name for This Article
By No McNamerson

A crowd of nearly 200 were on hand to
see  t he  open ing  Amer i ca  Eas t  con fe rence
encounter between the Stony Brook Seawolves
and Boston Terriers at  Kenneth P.  LaValle
Stadium. The comfortable Sunday afternoon saw
the Terr iers  shutout  the Seawolves 1-0.  

“It  was very disappointing.  We wanted to
get  conference play off  to a r ight  start ,”  men-
t ioned forward Jackie  Anthony.

Stony Brook star ted the match with a  4-
4-2 and shif ted to  4-3-3 a t  t imes,  whi le  Boston
used a  4-4-2 formation.  The match s tar ted off
fas t -paced and remained.  “Our  younger  p layers
are used to  a  different  speed.  The rules  have
changed in  tha t  they  are  requi red  to  p lay  quick-
er,” mentioned head coach Sue Ryan. 

While  the vis i tors  were in control  of  the
opening minutes,  i t  was Stony Brook that  had the
f i r s t  c lea r  oppor tun i ty  in  the  5t h minu te .  Tr ine
Allenberg,  normal ly  on the  lef t  wing,  s tar ted
the match on the r ight ,  rotat ing with Daniel le
Lewis. 

Of f  a  cu tback  move  a t  midf ie ld ,
Al lenberg  sent  a  sp lendid  through bal l  over  the
top f inding forward,  Tiffany Fasullo.  Fasullo’s
left  footed shot was saved and held onto by goal-
keeper ,  Stephanie Dreyer .  “We have s imilar
players.  I  can move them left  to r ight  and
exchange them if  they need a break,” said coach
Ryan. 

Nine  minutes  la ter ,  the  Terr iers  would
threaten. Forward Meghann Cook’s shot from 9
yards  out  on the  r ight  found the  near  post  and
bounced out  of  play.

Seconds later,  Boston won a free kick
from about  33 yards  out .  Defender  Ashley
LoCasale direct  shot  t roubled goalkeeper  Cindy

Bennett  a  bi t ,  but  the bal l  was held onto.
The next  great  chance for  the  Terr iers

would come in the 31s t minute .  With  forward
Melissa Shulman on a breakaway, Bennett  came
out to challenge. Before Bennett can get to the
bal l ,  Shulman chip sai led just  high over  the
c r o s s b a r .

With seconds before the half ,  Locasale
shot  f rom 22 yards  out  was
s a v e d  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  b y
Bennett  even though the shot
appeared wide.  

The second half  saw
the  v i s i to r s  p re t ty  much  in
con t ro l  once  aga in .  The i r
f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  in  the  sec-
ond half would come off an
inswinging corner  k ick  f rom
the left .  Off a fl ick on, mid-
f ie lder  Brooke  Bingham’s
o n e - t i m e  v o l l e y  f r o m  t h e
r i g h t  w a s  h e l d  o n t o  b y
Bennet t .

Boston would contin-
ue  to  p ressure  the  back l ine
of the Seawolves. In the 57t h
m i n u t e ,  S h u l m a n  s e n t  a
th rough  ba l l  f ind ing  mid-
f ie lder  Mara  Osher .  Osher
t r ied to  s l ip  i t  to  Bennet t ’s
r ight ,  but  her  e f for t  went
wide of  the far  post .  Just  a  minute la ter ,
Bingham’s one-t ime crack from 26 yards out  hi t
the woodwork.

As the match went  on,  Bennett  continued
to preserve the  t ie .  In  the  67t h minute ,  Bennet t
was able  to  parry away her  shot  f rom 9 yards out

to the near post .  “Cindy played the best  game of
the year .  Our backs kept  us  in  the game,” s ta t-
ed coach Ryan.

The home side would get  their  opportu-
n i ty  i n  t he  77t h minute .  Center  midf ie lder
Brooke Barbuto sent  a  bri l l iant  bal l  to Lewis on
the r ight  wing.  Her  r ighted-footed shot  f rom 11
yards  out  fe l l  r ight  in to  the  hands  of  Dreyer .

A f t e r  d e n y i n g
oppor tun i ty  a f t e r  oppor tu-
ni ty ,  there  was  not  much
Bennett  could have done on
Boston’s  game-winner  in
t h e  8 2n d minute.  Boston
was able to win a free kick
40 yards  out  on the  lef t .
Cook’s  inswinging  se t
piece found Shulman in  the
box to  head the bal l  into
the back of  the net .

“We did not have
enough attacking. I t  was a
g rea t  de fens ive  game .
Everyone worked hard out
there ,”  s ta ted  Anthony.

With  the  loss ,  the
Seawolves drop to 3-7-1
overa l l  and  0-1-0  in  con-
fe rence  p l ay .  Bos ton
improves  to  5-4-1  over ,  1-
0-0  in  conference  p lay .

“Boston was picked to win the confer-
ence. Last year we beat the teams at  the top of
the s tandings and loss  to  the teams at  the bot-
tom. This year we want to be in control of our
own destiny.  We need to be more threatening,”
said coach Ryan.

Seawolves Women’s Soccer Fall To Terriers In
America East Opener

By Antony Lin

CINDY BENNET CAN ONLY DO SO
MUCH, PEOPLE,
Courtesy of www.GoSeawolves.org

“This just in: 
The Stony Brook Press is online at

www.thepress.info
and... wait a second, I’m getting
something else here...  It would

seem to be the case that I 
have no personality...

Humph.  ‘Magine that.”“Looking to increase the
score.. .her low drive

would be parried away. . .”
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Christopher  Columbus was an asshole.
Oh yes, he was. He was quite the asshole. Of
course,  we’re all  taught that  Columbus was a
nice I tal ian dude who sai led across the ocean
blue  in  1492 wi th  three  grea t  sh ips  ca l led  the
Niña, Pinta,  and Santa Maria.  And we’re told
that  we wanted to prove that  the world was
round,  tha t  he  met  the  Indians  and was  super-
f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  d i s c o v e r e d
America.  They say he was a great man, so on the
second Monday in October we celebrate a day in
h i s  honor .

Fuck that  shi t .  And fuck Columbus! Let
me tell  you a few things about Columbus. You
might want to take some fucking notes.

Okay,  f i rs t  off ,  forget  that  shi t  about
Columbus trying to prove that  you wouldn’t  fal l
off the edge of the world if  you sailed out more
than ten miles .  He was hired by Queen Isabel
and King Ferdinand of  Spain to f ind an al ternate
route to India—you see, they’d just kicked the
Muslims out  of  southern Spain and they didn’t
want  to deal  with those pesky (and now pissed
off)  Arabs s tanding between them and the gold-
en r iches of  India.  Sai l ing around Africa was a
royal  pain  in  the  arse  and the  Por tuguese
already control led that  route ,  so Columbus’  task
was a doozy.

So they gave the poor bastard three ships
that  were barely seaworthy.  Believe me, those
ships were pieces of  crap,  and i t  was a  miracle
from Poseidon that  those f loating wrecks made
i t  across  the Atlant ic  and back.  Bet  your  second
grade teacher  didn’t  te l l  you about  that  (mine
sure didn’t) .  Oh,  and besides  being total
pr icks ,  Ferdie  and Izzy were  a lso  mur-
derous Jew-haters .  Ever  heard of  the
Span i sh  Inqu i s i t i on?  Yep ,  you
guessed i t ;  they pract ical ly  begged
the Pope to let  ‘em kidnap and tor-
ture  Jews  and  Musl ims  in  the i r
recent ly  uni ted  rea lm.  Hopeful ly
this  wil l  give you an impression of  the kind of
bastards that  were involved with Columbus’
e n t e r p r i s e .

But I’m drifting off topic here. Let me get

back to my point. So, here we have Columbus,
who was in real i ty  a  very nasty,  draconian fel-
low who t reated his  crew l ike shi t .  Picture  the
nast ies t  dr i l l  sergeant  you could  imagine ,  and
then conjure up a dude who’s ten t imes worse.
That’s Columbus; a kindly gentleman he was not.
They don’t  te l l  you that  part  of  the equation
during the Columbus Day Parade when al l  these
people are talking about the man. So it’s no won-
der  that  h is  crew was ready to  mut iny and toss
his  ass  overboard .

B u t  s u d d e n l y ,  o n  O c t o b e r  1 2 ,
1492...LAND HO!!! Or in Spanish, TIERRA HO!!!
Columbus landed ashore ,  th inking he’d f inal ly
reached India,  but he was waaaaaaaaaaaaaay off.
Simply put,  he got lost .  He didn’t
know where the hell  he was going,
though that  rea l ly  wasn’ t  h is
fault (No GPS yet). The poor
bas ta rd  ac tua l ly  l anded  in
the Bahamas,  which at
the t ime was not  an
ideal  vacat ion spot .
N o  m u l t i m i l l i o n
d o l l a r  h o t e l s
a n d  c a s i n o s
there—just
m e m b e r s
o f  t h e

T a i n o
tr ibe .  Then Columbus f inal ly

real ized that  he’d not  reached
India ,  but  a  complete ly  di f ferent ,

unexplored place. . .a  new fr ickin’  conti-
nent!  And he claimed the whole mess for

Spain.  What a dumbass. . .  
Just  a  couple of  things;  the Vikings had

reached  Newfoundland  near ly  f ive  hundred
years  before ,  and the  nat ive  t r ibes  had migrat-
ed to  the cont inent  over  12,000 years  before
tha t .  

So he went back to Spain without the gold
and jewels  and si lk and other  cool  shi t  he’d

promised to br ing home.  Queen Isabel ,  royal ly
pissed that  she’d have to  keep us ing that  p iss-
soaked secur i ty  b lanket  she’d  had pi l fered off
of  one of  the people taken in by her  Inquisi tors ,
had Columbus locked up and wanted to chop off
his  l ice-peppered head.  But  he convinced her  to
give him another chance. So they gave him some
better ships—the ones without the gaping holes
and Karl Rove—sized leaks and flesh eating vam-
pire rats .  He crossed the ocean blue again,  la ,  la ,
la . . .and he reached the is land of  Hispañola,  in
what is  now the Dominican Republic.

He encountered some more natives,  but
this t ime, he decided to enslave some of them so
that  he  could  a t  leas t  impress  the  monarchs
when he returned to Spain.  In the meantime,  he
bui l t  a  se t t lement  and  ins t ruc ted  h is  men to
rape  and  p lunder  and  ens lave  and  k i l l  and  burn
things  and plant  Spanish f lags  everywhere .  And
thus  Columbus became the  f i rs t  conquis tador .

I  suppose we ought to thank the guy a
l i t t le .  After  a l l ,  he paved the way for  the other
conquis tadors  who probed and pi l laged and
plundered  and  raped  and  conquered  and  sub-
d u e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t ;  C o r t é s  a n d
Pizarro and Balboa and Coronado and DeLeon
and all  the other jerkoffs who kil led off  90% of
the  nat ive  popula t ion  wi th  the i r  d iseases  and
their  f i rearms.  Ferdie and Izzy would’ve been so
p r o u d .

Columbus was an asshole.
No, don’t try to deny it .  Don’t defend his

sorry ass.  I’m well  aware that  if  he hadn’t
arr ived in the New World history would’ve been
changed and there would be no America and I
probably wouldn’t  be here  rant ing.  But  just
keep in mind that  he was an asshole.  Fuck
Columbus Day.  Up the ass.    With a serrated
d i l d o .

Okay, I’m done ranting. I  think I’ll  go see
the parade now.

Fuck Columbus Day With A Serrated Dildo
By Marcel Votlucka
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Are you outs ide ,  or  in  c lass?  Are you
surrounded by people? Then take a  look around.
At least  one of the people you just  saw didn’t
wash their  hands.  I  don’t  mean af ter  piss ing,  the
percentage of  people who go with the r inse/
don’ t -wash-a t -a l l  scheme represents  the  major-
ity,  at  least among guys.  Nope, I  mean after
shi t t ing,  doing #2,  dropping the kids  off  a t  the
pool… You get the point.  How do I know this?
The honest  answer is  that  I  go to the bathroom,
and I  l is ten.  While I  have my dick in my hand I
hear  the  s ta l l  next  to  me f lush .  Perhaps  three
seconds of sink noise follows, followed by foot-
steps.   Not  Superman himself  could wash thor-
oughly with soap and water  in  that  t ime.

What’s the big deal? you ask.  Then stop
reading. You’re probably one of them, which
makes you pret ty gross.  Don’t  touch the nice
paper. There you go. Everyone else: Yeah, I
know. Fucked up.  Were these guys raised badly,
by wolves maybe,  are they just  that  lazy?  Or are
they conduct ing an epidemiology experiment  on
a grand and insidious scale?  In  t ruth,  I  don’t
know the answers to these quest ions.  But I  can
help you. I  can tell  you who’s doing it ,  and it’s
pret ty simple.  There are two dead giveaways.
First ,  i f  a  guy who l ived across from you your
freshman year asks to borrow two of your f ive
computer  speakers ,  and he  never  re turns  them,
he doesn’t  wash his  hands.  Secondly,  appearance
is  a  great  indicator .  You know that  grimy frat
guy with the constant 5 o’ clock shadow, the
clothes that  look as though he tossed them on for
convenience’s sake moments ago? Chances are
good he got up late for class and had to rush,
give him a break. He’s a washer.  That guy that
wears  the  sweater-ves t  and pressed s lacks ,  wi th

the perfect ly  groomed exter ior  and effeminate
mannerisms? Who are  you kidding? He probably
washes before and after meals.  But you know
that  guy who looks kind of  nerdy,  a  l i t t le
disheveled? Yeah, that guy doesn’t wash. I’ve
lived in a dorm hall  for over a year now, and I’ve
seen a bunch. They come out of the stall  as
you’re brushing your teeth at  4 a.m. (give me a
break;  i t  was a  weekend and I  s tayed up),  duck
the i r  heads  and  nod ,  then  r inse  the i r  hands  and
duck on out.  Toilet  paper isn’t  magic.  When you
wipe  your  ass  wi th  i t ,  your  hands  probably
won’t touch shit ,  no. But if  they do, you proba-
bly won’t  notice and the toilet  paper won’t  f ix i t .
Ant ibacter ia l  soap is  pret ty  good though,  I  hear .
If  you don’t  wash your hands,  and you didn’t
stop reading when I  told you to l ike a good kid-
here’s  why you should be scared.

Thursdays .  Thursdays .  Thursdays… On
Thursday  n ights ,  s tudents  tend  to  re lax ,  le t
their inhibitions go and have a good time. You
know when you’re drunk and someone throws
you a ball  and you thank God you caught i t?
Same story in the bathroom. You’re playing a
dangerous game of roulet te  if  you take a shit
whi le  d runk  o r  vomi t ,  which  in te res t ing ly
enough coincides  wi th  dr inking.  Fr iday morn-
ings  a re  despicable ,  bu t  in  t ru th  i t ’ s  pre t ty  bad
most  days.  The f loors are almost  always wetter
than the Amazon,  the seats  were defini te ly not  a
brown-flecked white when they got  out  of  the
factory,  and that  protective layer of TP some-
body laid down and didn’t  f lush has s ince got-
ten pissed on.  A lot .   What  makes you think you
shouldn’t  wash your  hands? Think of  this .
Surgeons  a re  requ i red  to  sc rub  v igorous ly
before they operate with some strongass soap.

Why? Because if  they have some bacteria and
they touch your  insides,  you’l l  get  s ick as  a
motherfucker.  So just  because i t’s  on your out-
s ide  ins tead  of  your  ins ides ,  you th ink  the
effects  are  different? Hell  no.  Wash your hands,
you  bas ta rd .

Dr. Fistfuck Has Crapped Everywhere
By “Jessie” James Messina

I  baked my own bir thday cake this  year .
I’ve done i t  before,  part ial ly over my refusal  to
have store bought cake. Store bought cake has no
complexity of  depth or  f lavor,  no texture,  and
the ic ing is  an inch of  pure  s ickly  sweetness .
I’ve had enough store bought cake to classify
them al l  into one broad but  accurate  category:
bland. I  know you’re not
s u p p o s e d  t o  m a k e  y o u r
own cake but what can I
say? I’m a rule b r e a k e r.

Th i s  yea r ,  however ,  I
wanted to make the biggest
c a k e  I  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y
make,  a wedding cake sized
cake, one fit  to feed an
a rmy .  Maybe  i t  was
because I  know I  could
have  never  go t ten  away
with i t  a t  home… Mom
surely would have said no.
Over and over and over.
“You don’t need a cake that
big!” Followed by state-
ments  about  the cake that  I
w o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  m a k e ,
l ike:  “Are  you us ing up a l l
my eggs?” “Quit making a
mess!” “You better clean
all of this up!” “No, you
are not making more than two layers!” Now that
I’m in a cooking suite, and Mom is a comfortable
450 miles  away,  I  fel t  secure that  I  could throw
caution to the wind,  and make the biggest  cake I
could manage.  And that  would end up being
qui te  la rge  indeed .

Baking, to me, is one of the most relax-
ing ar ts  out  there .  I f  I ’m baking cookies ,
muffins,  or  cakes,  I’m immersed in a world
where I  lose thought of  al l  other things and I
focus solely on creating something that  engages
all  the senses.  So when I  spent  al l  of  production
weekend producing cakes from the s ingle 8”

square cake pan I  owned,  I
didn’t  feel  swayed by the
in tens i ty  of  the  task  before
me.  I  just  poured half  the
bat te r  in to  the  greased  and
f loured  pan,  popped i t  in
f o r  4 0  m i n u t e s ,  a n d
cracked open a textbook,
wai t ing to  put  the  other
half  in the oven.  

I  d i d  t h a t  p r o c e s s  8
t imes,  for  a  total  of  s ixteen
8- inch  square  cakes .  Eight
o f  t hem da rk  choco la t e ,
four  of  them raspberry ,  two
of them white  chocolate ,
and one chocola te  / rasp-
berry .  The  bes t  th ing  about
making  a  cake  fo r  your
b i r t h d a y  i s  m a k i n g  i t
exactly how you want i t .
C h o c o l a t e  a n d  r a s p b e r r y
are  the  best  f lavors ,  espe-

cially together.  The cakes I  made were dense,  no
light cake is  going to support  7 with i t’s  com-
padres on top of i t .  Dessert  l ike,  almost .  I  wish
mini  f r idges  kept  ice  cream frozen,  because that
would have been excel lent .  I  used twenty-four
eggs, a bag of flour, two bags of sugar, and more

margar ine and shortening than I  would l ike  to
think about .  And that  was just  baking the cakes.

You have to have confidence when you’re
assembling something that’s  e ight  layers  ta l l
and i t  starts  to lean.  You have to block out your
close  f r iends  as  they s tar t  to  f reak out  and cal l
i t  “the leaning tower of  cake.” I  s tuck skewers in
i t  and I  had to s top Stephanie from trying to
convince me to take the twenty or so skewers out
and start  anew; that  would have been a tragic
event  indeed.  I  s la thered frost ing in  between the
layers to cement them together  so they wouldn’t
move (as  much),  and taught  Kris t ine the f iner
techniques of  a  “crumb coat .”  After  i t  had sat
for  a  day in that  s tate ,  i t  was f inal ly becoming
stable enough to quell  Stephanie’s  fears .

Oh, and the frosting.  5 pounds of pow-
dered sugar.  Once you see frost ing made,  you
know why i t  has a mill ion calories.  I t’s  just  fat ,
sugar,  and flavoring. Getting the frosting to look
smooth was a  pain in the ass ,  but  I  s tuck i t
through so that  I  could get  to my favorite part  of
cake making:  the actual  decorat ing.  My shiny
Wil ton  28  t ip  se t  jus t  s i t s  in  i t s  cu te  hard  p las-
t ic  case tormenting me unti l  I  actual ly get  to  use
i t .  Frost ing roses are my favori te  thing to make,
and i t  probably  l ies  in  some chi ldhood-based
memory of  bir thday cakes,  and always wanting
par t  of  the  f ros t ing roses  and rare ly  get t ing i t
un less  i t  was  your  b i r thday .

I t’s  over a week later ,  and there’s s t i l l
cake left.  I’ve given tons of it  away, pleaded with
people to take more,  and Stephanie has eaten i t
twice a  day s ince the 28t h.  I  th ink my miss ion
is  done here.  I’ l l  make less cake,  and instead,
focus on P r e s s produc t ion .  

I Didn’t Contribute Last Issue Because I Was
Making My Birthday Cake

By Nicole L. Barry

THIS CAKE COULD FEED LIBYA,
Courtesy of Nicole L. Barry
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The Jungle: Untamed and Uncut
What Really Goes
On At Stony Brook
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The Hospital has liftoff!
Let’s do the Time Warp again!

Unborn Again Fascist
A really fucked up parody 
by Joey Safdia

I barely missed my 8 AM train again this
morning, arriving at around twelve, when sud-
denly I found myself stung by a moment of bru-
tal confusion. Before my eyes was something

the size and shape of an automatic weapon, and
behind it was something the size and shape of a
U.S. soldier. It took me about twenty minutes to
realize that not only was this indeed a U.S. sol-
dier who had just trained his gun on me, a rather
inebriated commuter, but he had left his post
five minutes ago while I was standing there

because his commanding officer had found a
“suspicious-looking” dark skinned man with a
long beard boarding a train. Knowing the dan-
gers of Arabs riding on trains, I decided to just
take the bus instead. I forgot where I was trying
to go anyway as well as where this damn hang-

Fascist Continued on next page...

Welcome to Stony Brook University.
It’s that time of year again.  The time of year
when people pack up their suitcases, drive 30
minutes and set up house in the dorms on cam-
pus.  Students at “The Brook”; as many of us
lovingly call it, don’t come from as far away as
they’d have you believe.  Because of this, after
the suitcases are unpacked and the computers
are plugged in the laptops are put to sleep and
the suitcases are filled with two days of
clothes.  Three days if you don’t have classes
on Fridays.  

What really goes on here is everyone
goes home on the weekends.  People who stay
here during the week and leave for their comfy
beds are the reason you’re tripled in an end-hall
lounge.  You’ll get to see real-life tumbleweeds
roll across campus as the wind howls through
the lifeless caverns of the chemistry building.
Explore campus, it’s the only thing to do here.
Just avoid the 5-0, they’re as bored as you are
on the weekends...

Smoking is what all the cool kids
are doing.  Don’t you want to be
like the cool kids?

Dark Capitalist night falls over the
working community...
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Freedom Editor

Robert Condoleeza

Pearsall

Anti-Terror Doer

David “Knock ‘em

Sock ‘em” Ginn

Associate

Reaganite

Joe Charles Aquinas

Filippazzo

Counterrevolution

Manager

Adfina the Gart

Propogator of

Liberty

Marcel

Federalist

Directorarian

Natalie “Natalie”

Natalie III

Creationist Editor

Matthew Vernon

Xavier Willemain

Gun-toting Social

Recationary

Joseph “butta-

douche-bag” Stalin

Subliminal Racism

Editor

Joe Strom Safdia

Wealthiest 1%

No one is wealthiest

in communist socie-

ty.  We are all equal

and you are but a

number.

B y  R o b  P e a r s a l l
I  went  walking around campus today

because I  don’t  have a bike.   I  contemplated
steal ing one because I  hear  i t ’s  real ly  real ly
easy.   I  mean,  i t  happens al l  the t ime so I  f igured
hey,  why not?   Turns  out  that  i t ’s  harder  than i t
looks to break steal  chains.   You need some sort
of  cut ters ,  b ig  cut ters ,  b igger  than the s tuff  you
use for  hedges and nose hair .

So now I’m walking around campus.  I’m
walking around campus because I  don’t  have a
bike.  I’ve got a piece of chalk in my hand and I
want to deface something.  I  see the stop signs
and wonder i f  I  can wri te  something wit ty l ike
“ea t ing  animals”  but  cooler  because  tha t ’s
al ready been done.   I t ’s  real ly  di f f icul t  to  t ry
and do something new when you’ve got an idea
stuck in your head.   You keep trying to think of
something else but when i t  comes down to i t  you
can’t  help but  think that  the thing you saw was
real ly  rea l ly  damn cool .

Now you don’t want to imitate i t  any-
more,  you want i t  to be yours.   The only thing is
that i t  belongs to someone else.   Maybe if  you’re
the f irs t  one to see i t  then you can claim i t  was
you but  fuck if  anyone saw i t  before you.
Someone saw “eating animals” before you did.
I t ’s  not  yours  and you wander  around t rying to
imitate when all  you want to do is  be.

So I’m walking around campus, I’m walk-

ing because I don’t have a bike.  I’ve got a big
think piece of  chalk in my hand and I  want  to
write something.  I  want to write something peo-
ple will  see.   I  want to write something they can
react  to.   I  want to write something they will
react  to.   I  want to write something that  they
need to react to.   I  stop at  a
p o l e ,  s m a l l i s h  a n d  s h o r t ,
b l ack  wi th

t e x t u r e d
metal  on the

o u t s i d e .
Per fec t  for

wri t ing  on.
I

t r y
t o

d e c i d e
w h a t  t o

wri te  when I  rea l-
ize I’m near the echo

point  outside Physics.   I  wrote something on
that pole before and if  I  do i t  again then I’m just
imitat ing myself  af ter  I  couldn’t  be or iginal
years ago.  A copy of a copy of an idea that’s not

mine.  So I  stand in the middle of an echo point
outs ide Physics  and I’m deciding
what  to  yel l .

Whatever I  yell  is  only going to
be heard by me.  Not that  anyone
isn’ t  around but  the  echo is  only

heard by me.   Whatever thought I
have  in  my head i s
go ing  to  come r igh t

back at  me at  sonic
speed.   I ’ l l  hear
m y s e l f  t h i n k .

What do I  say?
I  t u r n  a w a y
and  remem-
b e r  t h e  f i r s t
t ime  I  t r i ed
i t .   The
f i r s t  t ime  I
s p o k e
s o m e t h i n g

u s e l e s s  t o
hear  i t  come

b a c k  f a s t e r
t h a n  I  c a n  r u n

from i t .   Already I
can’t  run from what’s  in my head.   Already my
thoughts  are  bouncing in  my head,  fas ter  than

Try to  Read At  Your Own Risk

over was coming from, but I found myself later
on a bus going somewhere, thankfully devoid of
evil Muslim terrorists, when I realized the horri-
ble truth. The War of Terror had come home.

In the years since 9/11, the nation had
adopted a policy against the evils of individual
rights. Until that devastating tragedy, the United
States of America was a nation rife with sin. The
source of that sin was the Bill of Rights. But
thankfully, in the years since that terrible day,
President Bush and the Republican-controlled
Congress has passed legislation that overturned
those “rights.” Freedom of Religion (the true
source of sin) and Freedom of Speech (the true
source of treason) are finally being purged.
Privacy is thankfully being invaded in order to
make our lives safe from the freedom-destroy-
ing terrorists. After all, how can the government

keep us safe if it can’t even break into the homes
of its citizens? And thank God, who in His infi-
nite wisdom chose His Holiness George W.
Bush to lead our great nation, that we are taking
preemptive steps to prevent future acts of terror
by bombing defenseless Third World countries.
Naysayers, isolationists, and other types of trai-
tors may attempt to give aid and comfort to the
enemy by claiming the War in Iraq to be unjust,
but it’s the smaller countries that are always the
most dangerous. Saddam, as we all know, had
thousands of nuclear missiles pointed at all our
major cities, and only WE can have nuclear
weapons. We’re the greatest country in the his-
tory of the universe after all! Only we are
responsible enough to handle such destructive
weapons, just like we did during World War II.
And only we are capable of spreading freedom
and democracy throughout the world by ridding
it of the civilizations and people who don’t
embrace our blatantly superior Western culture.

But the battle is only beginning. For over
three decades, this nation has allowed a wave of
terror to sweep over its lands with brutal sav-
agery, killing all in its path. It is based upon a
pernicious (whatever that means, I make up big
words to sound important all the time) self-cen-
tered philosophy. This terror seeks to destroy the
innocent, strikes its victims with roughly 150
years of warning, destroys cities, kills
economies, rapes, pillages, rapes again, and
doesn’t worship God. This terror is Women’s
Rights. The guiltless targets of women’s sinful
desire to have control over their own reproduc-
tive systems are sacrificed and eaten in naked
Pagan orgy rituals, which take place in the oth-
erwise clean waters of Roth Pond during nights
where the moon is full. Currently, many not-yet-
living unborn children are held at the mercy of
people who want to undermine our long-stand-
ing tradition of male dominance and replace it
with a perverted utopian philosophy of egalitar-

Fascist
Continued from previous page

Fascist Continued on page 4...

Bikes Continued on page 6...



“Hell, you know what?  My face
just BURSTS with joy whenever
I see a rival newspaper’s bad
layout.  You wanna know why?
It’s ‘cause it makes my own
rag’s wack-ass layout look like
the Mona Lisa in comparison!
hahahahaha!  Oh, I kill me...”

- Senator Robert Hood (R-SB)

I think that layout
needs to be aes-
thetically pleasing.
You need to be able
to read a paper and
not notice the lay-
out.  If your eye
travels a certain
path then the layout
should guide that
path.  It should help
you over the river
and through the
woods to the grand-
motherly house of

literary completeness.  You should never see the
your guide, the layout.  Just like Satan leading you

down the primrose path pf
sin and infamy you should
never see the layout until
it’s too late.

-Franky Be Coole

“Really bad layout?  Good
God!  Where do you hear of
such things???  I can’t imagine
layout so bad!  You sons of
bitches!  You’ve killed our
souls!  I am afraid now, for
life.  Really bad layout... good
gracious God!  Are you trying
to panic everyone?  You should
be ashamed!”
- Scary Shawn

3

Mission Statement of The Comrade

Send hate mail to:

SBComrade@gmail.com
or visit

www.thepress.info

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the writers in these
columns are not necessarily the opinions on The Comrade
or it editorial staff.

“What do you
think of really bad

layout?”

“Are there fuzzy bunnies in
your layout?  Because I want
some fuzzy bunnies.  You
know what I’m talking about.
Bunnies are so damn fuzzy
sometimes.  You have to use
them in your layout.  If you
can get some really fuzzy bun-
nies, then you’ve got some-
thing going for you.  I fucking
love those bunnies, man.”

- Nicholas Nickers

Uh.... I like cheese. Cheese.
And beer. Yeah, cheese and
beer. Um, what was the
question again? And can I
have some beer?

- Some Guy Named Sam

Is there really a such thing as really bad
layout? Can layout have inherent good or
evil qualities? I believe in nurture over
nature. Layout is born with a clean slate,
but outer forces can make it either good or
bad. I guess it’s pressure from things like
editorial staff or the amount of content that
makes the layout of an issue either walk
hand in hand with Jesus or follow the path
of sin. So the question is not what do you
think of bad layout, it’s what role you
played in leading that once innocent layout
down the wrong path in life. It’s a question
not about the layout, but about you.

- Jimmy Jimmers
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By Natalie Matonte and Adina Silverbush

College is the perfect place to find the
perfect someone. It’s not like high school, now
we are mature and cultured. We have a stronger
sense of individualism and self-righteousness!
This is why thefacebook.com was created, to
find a soul mate. It’s not just a website, it’s a
way of life! Hours spent daily on the website
searching endlessly for the one person that will
truly complete us! What better way than a web-
site with a single picture and a short biography
to see who’s Mr. or Mrs. RIGHT!

Poke! I poked you! Yes, that’s right, did
you ever get poked? No, no, not literally bur vir-
tually! See someone HOT on Facebook, why
don’t you poke ‘em? It’s like a love tap that sets
their soul øn fire! A love tap without all the pain.
When you wake up every morning, what’s the
first thing you look forward to? Romance and
compassion in the form of a Facebook message
from that special someone, or that not so special
someone. Either way, your blood boils.

Did someone ever catch your eye in that
psychology class? You know the one with 550
people? Didn’t know their name, where they
live, what their favorite color was, their home-
town, their date of birth, their high school, their

e-mail, their dorm, their relationship status and
their sexual orientation? Now you can- just by
using the class search future of the website.
Don’t wait for them to notice you, just add them
as your Facebook boyfriend/girlfriend. Wait out-
side their building, transfer into their other
classes, call their cell/room phone or send them
secret admirer e-mail.

If all this information isn’t enough for
you, use the group search feature of the website.
Instead of just basing your attraction on looks,
find someone who shares the same interests as
you.  If you smoke for example and hate going
out with people whose breath is better then
yours, sex it up with the guys/girls in “Proud Cig
Smokers United”.  Want someone like you
who’s thrilled like many of us are that our role
model George W. Bush is in office again, lead-
ing us for another four years there are so many
groups for you to join; “4 More Years Baby!!!”
and “Bush is My President!” are just a sample of
the variety of groups that praise our hero. Are
you a gold digger, not interested in looks- just
money? Meet someone from the “Future
Billionaires” group. Are you really proud about
your skin color?  There is “I’m black/white and
I’m proud” group. If monkeys interest you, the
“I love Monkeys” group may just be your kinky
thing!  Hate free speech and having an open

forum newspaper for students, join many of us
and fight against those open minded liberals in
the “I Hate The Stony Brook Press” group.

BEEP BEEP, HONK HONK….the sexy
truck just parked at your wall!  That’s right
someone is into you!  Let everyone know how
you really feel about them by sending virtual
vehicles (and if you get them back it means your
really absolutely gorgeous!). The wall feature
under your bio lets everyone see who your true
friends are! 

Facebook wasn’t just created to keep in
touch with old friends, or to sell textbooks; it
was created for the sole purpose of living out
your personal fantasy and making your fairy-
tales a reality.  If you want to live happily ever
after, just type in your e-mail and password and
begin the journey of finding your soul mate.  It
may take an hour or two but you’ll find them
eventually!

Facebook: Bringing Soul Mates Together

ianism and gender equality, a creed that seeks a
world without misogyny and discrimination. A
world such as this cannot be allowed to come to
fruition because women are obviously inferior
and in order for society to flourish, they must be
controlled by their husbands and fathers. First
we give women control over their own bodies,
and then what? Head of the family? The gov-
ernment? Head of the world? If this planet is
controlled by women, it will lapse into econom-
ic despair. The first step towards preventing
women’s control over humanity is to prevent
women’s control over their bodies.

The most defenseless creatures on our
planets are the ones who have not yet attained
life. Not the ones who merely haven’t been born
yet, but the ones who have not even developed
the consciousness that humans and animals
have. For every poor, innocent victim murdered
by Osama Bin Laden and his merry men in tur-
bans, thousands of innocent fetuses, blood cells,
hair follicles, weeds, bacteria, small plants,
freshly laid bird eggs, sperm cells, brain cells,
small insects, and cancer cells are being mur-
dered by selfish women who are too lazy to
devote the rest of their lives to raising a baby.
These hedonists should ask themselves how
they would feel if their parents decided to mur-
der them before they were even alive. I don’t
think they would like it very much at all, no they
wouldn’t. It is time that our great nation recog-
nizes that the call to vigilance must be extrapo-
extropolo-extropolitan, uhh, that something
must be done to protect our most defenseless cit-
izens; steroids! Because if we as men don’t feel
the perpetual need to be macho and manly and
superior, then the need for the steroids that will
give us Rambo-like physiques will diminish,
and there will be a brutal and bloody steroid
holocaust, not unlike the concentration camps of

Nazi Germany.
All of us, born after the cataclysmic

Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls in
1848, are survivors of a word that should not
ever be mentioned in this country and should be
removed from the English language. That word
is feminism, and it is the false belief held solely
by mannish dykes and lesbians that men and
women are equal. We survived feminism
because our fathers had the courage and strength
to control their wives and make decisions for
them rather then letting our mothers make their
own decisions. Each of us has been asked to
make sacrifices during this time of artificially-
created national trauma, and part of that sacri-
fice includes ensuring that women are seen and

treated as the property of men with no other pur-
pose but to bear children. It is impossible to con-
vince the world that the United States is truly
interested in founding an international order
based on “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness” if we continuously hand out the liberty
needed to pursue happiness like it grows on
trees. After all, the Constitution clearly states
that “all MEN are created equal”, so the very
notion of women having the right to choose
when the right time is to start a family is absurd
and unconstitutional, since the Constitution
itself says that only men are capable of handling
that responsibility. This blatant hypocrisy will
not be tolerated, and the Comrade will take it
upon itself to make sure that the death penalty is
imposed on all who think otherwise. Yeah,
bitches!

So, if you happen across a soldier as I
may or may not have, since I’m still a little hung
over and I cannot accurately remember the last
couple of hours, I leave you with four tiny
pieces of advice: First, run with scissors.
Second, ask repeatedly if you can hold the
machine gun. Third, if you’re wearing a long
trench coat, flash it open with a quick and sud-
den movement. And finally, stop and wonder
why he or she hasn’t been ordered to protect us
all, and then find the soldier’s C.O. and demand
that his or her unit protect us from the terror of
abortion using effective methods such as shoot-
ing pregnant women and unleashing our heavy
armament on abortion clinics, even firing
nuclear missiles at cities that have too many
abortion clinics for us to close down with con-
ventional weapons. Sure there are already
extremists and fanatics that blow up these insti-
tutions of death, but they aren’t doing it fast
enough, and a pregnant woman who has been
shot is a woman who won’t be spending the day
slowly butchering her innocent, unborn mass of
developing cells. So go out there, on behalf of
the Comrade and of the United States of
America, and demand to your local congress-
man, senator, or other politician, that sensible
and effective steps are taken, such as the ones
outlined above, to prevent women from making
choices that affect their own lives. Protect liber-
ty by denying it to certain people (there’s not
enough of it to go around), and protect life by
making sure that every sperm/egg cell combina-
tion becomes another tool the government can
recruit into the military (it doesn’t matter what
happens to the baby AFTER it’s born, just as
long as it’s born). And be sure to support the
pro-life agenda by supporting the war effort,
whatever war we’re fighting. Because if you are
anti-war, you are anti-America. God bless the
U.S.A.

“Fascism is without a
doub t  t he  mos t  oppre-
sive type of regime.”

Fascist
Continued from page 2.
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On Freedom

The Left: “The story of America is the
story of expanding liberty: an ever-widening
circle, constantly growing to reach further
and include more. Our nation’s founding
commitment is still our deepest commitment:

In our world, and here at home, we will
extend the frontiers of freedom.”  –President
of the United States, George W. Bush

The Right: “There is a road to free-
dom. Its milestones are Obedience, Endeavor,

Honesty, Order, Cleanliness, Sobriety,
Truthfulness, Sacrifice, and love of the
Fatherland.” –Mein Fuhrer, Adolph Hitler 

On Women

The Left: “I know this is painful for
the ladies to hear, but if you get married, you
have accepted the headship of a man, your
husband. Christ is the head of the household
and the husband is the head of the wife, and
that’s the way it is, period.” –Pat Robertson,
The Christian Coalition

The Right: “War is to man what mater-
nity is to a woman. From a philosophical and
doctrinal viewpoint, I do not believe in per-
petual peace.”  –Benito Mussolini

On the Media

//The Left: “The New York Times and
Washington Post are both infested with
homosexuals themselves. Just about
every person down there is a homosex-
ual or lesbian.”  –Jesse Helms (Sen. R-
NC)

The Right: N/A (Jesse Helms is
actually right on the money. No one
straight has ever run The New York
Times and Post is all sodomites.)

On Religion

The Left: “I want you to just let
a wave of intolerance wash over. I want you
to let a wave of hatred wash over you. Yes,
hate is good...Our goal is a Christian nation.
We have a biblical duty, we are called by God

to conquer this country. We don’t want equal
time. We don’t want pluralism.” – Randall
Terry, Operation Rescue

The Right: “Fascism is a religion. The
twentieth century will be known in history as
the century of Fascism.”  –Benito Mussolini
(We love this guy!)

On Yakov Smirnov

The Left: “In Soviet Russia, America hates
liberals!”
The Right? Yakov Smirnov is never right.

Liberals are out of con-
trol and ruining the purity and
sanctity of our white,
Christian nation. The follow-
ing is a juxtaposition of
quotes to show the reader just
how much hate these tyranni-
cal wing-nuts try to teach our
white, Christian children.
Luckily, there are some right
wingers that still reinforce the
basic Christian values us
white people worked so hard
to achieve! Judge for yourself
just how much our loving,
white, Christian God, Jesus of
Nazareth, will smite these
mealy-mouthed lefties.

By Joe Filipazzo

Why Liberals Hate America

“Yes, I am a fan of fuzzy
bunnies.  Fuzzy bunnies make
laughter in the fields when the
sun is out.  Fuzzy bunnies eat
fuzzy chocolate.  Have you ever
had fuzzy chocolate tasties?
Fuzzy bunnies have.  Fuzzy bun-
nies stay at their fuzzy homes
and watch fuzzy T.V. next to
their fuzzy lava lamps.  Silly lit-
tle fuzzy bunnies.”

For a full analysis of
all quotes, analyze them
your damn self.  Think

independently, you god-
damn robot!
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Satire By Rob Pearsall

What would you say if I told you that
you could pimp your own ride using nothing but
family values, corruption, campaign contribu-
tions, and the backing of Big Business?  It does-
n’t matter what you’d say because I wouldn’t
care.  You can follow my useful guide and pimp
your own ride just like me.

The first step is to know where you’re
starting.  You could just buy a customized Scion
if you’re rich like the rest of the top 1% in the
country.  I am rich but you are not so I am going
to start out with what you can probably afford
right now.  First you need to get a wooden plank
out of the shed and find some cans.  Glue the
cans to the bottom of the plank and you’ll have
a semblance of a skateboard.  The plank might
have been sitting around for decades in the shed
but as long as it can support your weight you’ll
have a good jumping off point.  Try stealing the
plank in order to get it for free.

Now that you have a skateboard you
need to become intimately acquainted with its
history.  The skateboard originated in 1955
when Marty McFly took a little girl’s scooter
and tore the top off.  He then used it to flee Biff
and inadvertently make Biff careen into a
manure truck.  Fast-forward thirty years and the
skateboard’s popularity is slowly gaining.  Fast-
forward fifteen more years, with the advent of
the “X-treme” phenomenon and more Tony
Hawk games that you can care to play, skate-
boarding is fun.

Secondly you need to get everything
working correctly.  It’s time to replace those old
nasty bean cans you glued on the bottom of the
plank.  I suggest buying the Royal Evolution
Rasta trucks.  They come in bumpin’ yellow or
bangin’ red.  After you buy them you’ll need to
get some phat platinum screws to hold them into
the plank.  After purchasing platinum screws
you’ll need some wheels.  I suggest the Ghetto
Child Ghecate wheels in the 20” size.  You know
you ain’t rollin’ unless you’re rollin’ on dubs.
Now you’re gonna need rims for those beauties.

They don’t make rims for skateboard wheels so
buy some Giovanna Ararat 20” rims.  The black
rims will match your black, rotted plank.  Use
some platinum lug nuts to secure the rims to
your wheels.  X to the Z, that’s how I roll.

The third step is the body and interior of
your plank. Your plank is rotted so you’ll need a
new deck.  I would recommend the Deathbox
Pine Cycle Deck.  I added a leather seat, a steer-
ing wheel, a trunk, a backseat, and a sunroof to
my deck.  I need places to
store all the LCD TVs,
DVD players, Speakers,
PS2s and Xboxes.  Now
we need to place all the
equipment we’ve bought
inside the skateboard.  In

the back of the
s e a t

w e ’ r e
going to
place a

14” monitor
so your pas-

senger can see
what you’re watching.  In the back of the pas-
senger seat there is going to be another 14”
monitor so the people behind you can see what
you’re watching.  We’re going to put an out-
board LCD on the front of your skateboard so
the people in front of you can see what you’re
watching.  Inside the steering wheel there is
going to be a 7” monitor so you can see what
you’re watching.  There is going to be one PS2
coupled with two controllers under the driver
seat.  The Xbox will go under the passenger seat
and on each side of the seat will sit 2 Xbox con-
trollers so you can your crew can play Midnight
Club 3: Dub Edition.  Even though the PS2 and
the Xbox double as DVD players we need some

more electronics in the skateboard.  A DVD
player will go in the trunk and placed on top of
it will be a 40” LCD.  On both sides of the mas-
sive monitor there will be a surround sound sys-
tem inside the trunk.  Just like Sega’s Ferrari
simulator there will be woofers in the headrest
of the driver seat and the passenger seat.

The fourth step is paint.
We’re going to use

obnoxious yel-
low and lime

green col-
o r s .

T h e

body will need to be painted lime-green with a
hot yellow pinstripe down the middle.  On each
side of the skateboard there are gonna be yellow
flames.  For the grill of the skateboard we’re
going to paint eyelids on the
headlights and add some white teeth.  This
skateboard is going to chew you up and spit you
out.
Finally you finish up with leaving the engine as
it was.  We only make your ride look nice.  No
longer will your friends laugh at you for having
a piece of rotten plank with cans glued to it.  You
will definitely turn heads with your new yellow
green ride.  Anywhere you want you can bust
out the board and play some Midnight Club 3:
Dub Edition or some Need for Speed:
Underground 2.  You can top off the sunroof
with a fountain or a fishbowl to keep the ride
serene.  You know it’s good to have peace up in
your piece.

I Pimped My Ride

Your Shit Here
It Doesn’t Matter.  If It Aint Right, We Chop It Up Anyway

sbcomrade@gmail.com

sonic  speed,  t ravel ing
at  the speed of  l ight-
ning.   Traveling at  the
s p e e d  o f  t h u n d e r ,
t ravel ing a t  the  speed

of fear,  the speed of emotion.
So I’m walking around campus,  walking under the gray stormy

sky because I don’t have a bike.  Don’t know where I’ll  get a bike from.
Don’t know where I’ll keep it.   Don’t know where I’ll go when I can ride
anywhere .

Bikes
Continued from page 2...
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Satire by Rob Pearsall

Comrade Party Starter*

The Comrade Party Starter has been a favorite of those in
our office for many years.    We regularly sit on the shores of Roth
Pond and kick off get-togethers with this drink.  This column will
advocate drinking every month.

*Not intended for the weak of stomach, faint of heart, or for those
who are under 21.

*Not intended for the weak of mind, faint of stomach, or for those
under 21.

*Not intended for those under 21, those of weak constitution, or
pregnant women.

Ingredients: Vodka

Directions: Drink.

*Not intended for those under 21, pregnant women, or the faint of
mind.

*Not intended for those in AA, those under 21, and those of weak
constitution.

*Not intended for those under 21 who are in AA and giving birth.

Comrade Drink of the Month

Why Do People Love Number Games, Anyway?
Everyone has been asking for a

Sudoku puzzle in this paper.  We feel the
time has come to give the people what they
want.  We have made this one especially
hard.  There will be answers in the next
issue.  Until then you will suffer and spend
many hours laboring over this extremely
difficult puzzle.

While you labor over this number
game that consumes the mind we will sub-
jugate your people.  We will filter out all
thought from your television and news.
You will be patriotic morons blithely fol-
lowing your government’s actions without
asking for a valid justification.  

For thos eof you who don’t know how
to play, each column and row will contain
numbers 1-9 without repetition.



Big Ass
Advertisement

Life is about what you have
What you buy is what you have,
Let’s buy more stuff...

Belts

Fuzzy Bunnies

Toothpaste
Ceramic Water

Fountains

Ducktape

Screen Doors

Machine Guns

Fly Swatters

Coupon:
Any Accessory $10
more for.... 
college students

Coupon:
20% discount for the
wealthiest 3%

Coupon:
Everything over $100,
take 4 cents off!

Big Ass Advertisement Company 
Located in the Union Basement
We don’t actually sell anything,
but we do have Fuzzy Bunnies

(108)555-6371

What do you think about?
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Comics

Name of Comic
By Brian Snyder
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HIGH-RISE TERROR
Story and all other bullshit by David K. Ginn
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I’ l l  be honest  with you.  I  just  spent  the
last  43 minutes concocting some kind of  inven-
t ion  to  sh ie ld  the  sun- l ike  br ightness  of  my
overhead Greeley l ight.  I’m highly altered of
course.  High on drugs,  i f  you didn’t  catch the
inference.  Tr ied hangers  and fabr ic .  I  f inal ly
took a fuscia plastic bag from Toys in Babeland
(NYC sex shop) and taped i t  up there,  celebrat-
ing  my smal l  red-hued v ic tory  by  turn ing  on
some s te l lar  Jenna Haze porn and double-c l ick-
ing the mouse . . .  masturbating,  i f  you didn’t
ca tch  the  inference .

All  th is  is  jus t  a  useless  form of  pro-
crast inat ion.  I  should be s leeping r ight  now. I
should be reading the f ive or  so Anthro.  books I
need to ingest  by post  t ime.  I  should be drawing
pic tures  for  f r iends  or  something cons t ruc t ive
at least.  But right now I’m writing to you.

Maybe you are lonely, hoping to make a
connection.  Maybe you are horny,  aching for
pene t ra t ion .  

I  want to tell  you so many things.  I  want
to tell  you that you can’t  save everyone. That
ne i the r  mate r ia l  nor  mar i t a l  bu l l sh i t  i s  impor-
tant .  That  pleasuring your muffin or  f logging
your  bishop is  a  beaut i ful  thing.  (Touch i t .
Touch it  often. It’s sex with someone you love.)
Look for  a  dare- to-be-great  s i tuat ion.  While
losers  whine about  doing their  best ,  winners  go
home and fuck the prom queen.  Don’t  sett le for
the prescribed life.  Don’t eat at  Deng Lee’s.
Don’t take any guff from no fucking swine.

But what do I know. I’m just here for the
t i ts  and whiskey.  Get t ing my kicks in  before the
whole shit-house goes up in f lames.  And I’m
always up for  a  good old-fashioned visceral
experience.  Next  best  thing:  a  great  s tory.

I  wish I  could remember al l  the cool sto-
r ies  I  hear  everyday;  huddl ing on the  f i re
escape passing the blunt  around;  a lways a  team
effort  in the wee hours to get a Dutch or some
green. And when we do – such sweet victory to
feel  the burn – mmm smells  l ike Christmas – and
cl imb on your  mental  erect ion.

So yeah, the stories. Got a lit t le off topic.
My dear friend April  got CRAZY drunk

in the ci ty:  she was clutching the middle of  the
road at  one point ,  intent  on not  get t ing up,
though cars  were swerving around us and honk-
ing destruct ion – and that  was the beginning,  the
f i rs t  indicat ion that  shi t  was going awry.

I  had a great  conversation with a home-
less man on my way to Grand Central about gov-
ernment  conspiracies  –  he said  that  Bush is  the
high-pr ies t  of  global izat ion,  and doomsday is
s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  b u t  f r i e d
dumplings  s t i l l  g ive  h im the  bes t  dreams.

And f ive guys from upstairs  –  dare-dev-
ils – hooligans – went on a road-trip to visit  5
upstate schools,  Buffalo,  Cornell . . .  They brawled
with  each o ther  and t r ied  to  p ick  drunken f ights
with passerby.  One got covered in cream cheese,
sweet Dezzie woke up naked, wrapped in a
def la ted a i r  bed,  wi th  a  ser iously  busted foot
and no recol lect ion,  and Sal  threw his  crutch in
a lake,  then jumped in af ter  i t ,  wandering
around the  res t  of  the  night  in  his  boxers ,  soak-
ing wet .  And in Buffalo,  af ter  a  par t icular ly
blot to evening (was there a  run-in with The
Law?), the whole lot of them woke up to bacon,
egg and cheese’s. 

How’s that for a slice of fried gold.
Anyway, here’s to l ife and fr iends.  Don’t

let  yourself  be swallowed up in the vacuum vor-
tex of  school work and misery.  Joe had a mid-
term – he summed i t  up this  way: “If  Calculus
were a person, I  punch i t  in the face.” (To which
my fr iend Jul ie  said,  “I  wouldn’t .  I  would r ide
i ts  14- inch cock,  because Calculus  is  t h a t
cool.”)

For now, intoxication is  on the menu for
the immediate future.  Trying to get  the hang of
l iving in  this  post-burn ‘defaul t ’  world.  I ’ l l  take
an order  of  the  por ter ,  and a  quar ter  for  the
jukebox of  your mind.

Hey Brainy Janey,
Your absence was felt  acutely. I  don’t

know if  you’ve returned to everyone’s favorite
li t t le Hell  on Earth known as Stony Brook but I
just thought I’d say hi,  welcome back, and good
luck  th i s  semes te r .

- P i m p

A J .  
You are crazy,  but  I  dig i t  gir l .
When are u cummming back – I need a

mater ia l  for  the  masturbatory rolodex.  I  thought
you’d like that.  Oh, yeah. Yeah, you did.

-John from Mission Control

Amber ly  Jane ,
Have I told you how much you kick ass?

I  mean real ly,  the amount of  ass  you kick is
s taggering and beyond mere words.  I  must  admit
I  am a bi t  paranoid and hope the man doesn’t
persuecute  you  e i ther  th rough in t imida t ion  or
legal  means because of  your  kickass  and for th-
coming nature  about  lamely i l legal  issues  and
such.  but  whatever,  l ike i  said,  I  have a paranoid
nature .  your  ar t ic les  a re  the  sh i t ,  p lease  keep
them coming.  you speak your mind and what
needs to be said,  but  what  few people are wri t-
ing or  saying.  you are great  big fucking giant
b r a s s  b a l l s .

Peace out.  -  P

Miss  Amber ly  Jane ,  
Fi rs t  of  a l l  I  s incerely  enjoy your  s ty le

of  wri t ing;  your  descr ipt ions  and the  imagery
there in  a re  the  most  v ibrant  and  en ter ta in ing
I’ve read in a long while. Secondly I do believe
I’m in one of your classes,  judging by your pic-
t u r e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  o f  T h e  P r e s s .
Specifically ANT 360 -  Ancient Mesopotamia.  If
i t ’s  not  you in that  class,  then I’m afraid the lec-
tures  have addled my mind more than I  had sus-
pec ted .  

Finally,  I  come to a problem of sorts.  My
gir l f r iend and I  have always had fr iends who
were averse to  new experiences.  Not  part icular-
ly  s t ra ight - laced or  c lose  minded,  but  possess-
ing views somewhat less open then ours.  We
were  lucky to  f ind each other  and ins tant ly
rea l ize  tha t  we shared  a  des i re  for  more .
Burning Man sounded great,  though she’s not a
fan of desert  cl imes.  How does one find l ike
minded people  when one’s  social  c i rc le  is
s q u a r e ?  

y o u r s  t r u l y ,  
-doomed to mediocracy 

Dear Mediocracy,
First  of all  you are not doomed. True, we

are on Long Island,  the cultural  vacuum, gold-
br icker  l and  of  pur i t an ica l  b i t t e rness ,  bu t  a l l  i s
not  los t  my dear  f r iend.  

I’m not going to tell  you about any
Internet  horseshi t ,  Face Book and others  can eat
my ass – they are lame and si t t ing in front  of  a
monitor  is  a  s imulat ion,  i t  i s  not  real  l i fe .  

But you do need to expand your social
circle,  at  least  to include people who are not
adverse to l ife,  uh,  I  mean new experiences.  For
s tar ters ,  there  is  a  Burning Man Decompression
party coming up in NYC very soon. Like-minded
people ,  without  playa dust  in  your  crack.  I f
your  ‘desire  for  more’  extends into the sexual
arena,  you swingers  could  surely  f ind anony-

mous people there. Or on campus – since a good
number of  soirées I’ve at tended have turned into
make-out  par t ies  or  ful l -blown orgies .  (Long
glorious stories al l  of  them.) Beer Fest  is  com-
ing up,  as is  a  massive Halloween shin-dig.  

Seriously,  I  feel l ike I  know a wide
cross-sect ion of  the most  l iberal  people on cam-
pus. I love blowing minds for a living. So if you
want to expand yours . . .  talk to me in class.  I
thought I  saw someone staring at  me.

Dear  Amber ly  Jane ,
I  real ly ,  real ly ,  real ly  want  to  have anal

sex  wi th  my g i r l f r iend ,  but  she  says  she  t r ied  i t
once with someone else ,  and is  pret ty  sure  she
doesn’t  l ike i t .  I  br ing i t  up a  lot   but  she always
says ‘no.’ How can I convince her?

Back-door Man

Dear Ass Man,
First  of all ,  you have to face the grim,

meat-hook reality that you may NEVER get to
plug your gir l f r iend in the ass .  Some people wil l
never be converted,  and as we all  know you must
respect  her  boundar ies .  But  I  def in i te ly  con-
done communicat ion;  maybe her  previous ass
experience was with a  bigger  dick and was
painful ,  maybe she didn’t  use lube . . .  maybe
she’l l  consent  i f  she can use a  s t rap-on and fuck
you in the can, so you’ll  both be even.

Remember,  if  a girl  says she’s uncom-
fortable doing something with you in bed,  don’t
just  go and get her another pil low – that’s prob-
ably not  what  she means.

AskAmberlyJane@hotmai l .com

‘My God .. .  I  haven’t been fucked like that since
grade school.’ 

Ask Amberly Jane

POSITION OF THE WEEK: REVERSE COWGIRL
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. DEDICATED TO A DEAR
BURNER IN GREEN FUR
Courtesy of The Karma Sutra

AAsskk  AAmmbbeerrllyy  JJaannee
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A r t i c l e  2 :  W h y  T a l k  W h e n  Y o u  C a n
T y p e ?

There are  many venues and dat ing serv-
ices out  there with the sole purpose of  get t ing
people hooked up.  Some of these might include
Yahoo Personals, Match.com, the LGBTA, even
The Bench is a good place for picking people up.
However,  in early-October of 2004, Stony Brook
Univers i ty  was opened up to  a  pseudo-dat ing
service to end al l  dating services,  we were
introduced to TheFacebook.com. As soon as we
heard  of  th is  my f r iends  and I  immediate ly  cre-
ated accounts .   I  love computers  and things l ike
facebook; you couldn’t pry me off of myspace
when I first  got an account,  so facebook kept me
quite  enter tained.  Now there’s  one thing that
facebook and myspace have very much in com-
mon, they both come with some interest ing peo-
p le .  

“Some ugly ass  gir l  total ly fr iended me
and wants to go out.” Said John as we all  had
lunch  the  nex t  day .

“No, some guy has been messaging me
tel l ing me that  he’s  confused about  his  sexual
orientat ion but  has no one to talk to,  so he had
me online for  a  freakin’  hour today tel l ing me
about some guy he has a crush on!” Janey said.
We had met her one night at  a comedy show, i t
turned out  she  l ived in  our  bui ld ing so  we s tar t-
ed hanging out  qui te  f requent ly .   Charl ie  hung
out  with her  more than anybody.   There was
obvious  a t t rac t ion there  and open f l i r t ing  but
they kept  i t  innocent  s ince  he  had h is  g i r l-
fr iend,  June,  back home.  

“I  have the story to end al l  s tories .”  I
te l l  them,  “This  guy fr iend requests  me,  f rom
SUNY Albany, and I live not too far from there
so I’m like ‘Oh I must know him’, so I accept and
he IM’s me like the next day. So we’re talking
and he’s tel l ing me he’s from the ci ty,  and I  say
‘That’s cool, I’ve always wanted to live there.’
You know what he says? He IM’s back to say, ‘I’ll
be back this  summer,  we should get  an apart-
ment together,  i t’d be fun.’”

“What a creep!” said Janey.
“Who does that?” I  asked.
“Fucking losers .   What’d you say?”

asked Ed.
“I  told him that  I  just  met him and I  was

planning on l iving back home.  Then I  told him I
had to go and removed him from my fr iends then
blocked his  ass .”  

“Haha- you don’t  play!” said John.
“No, I don’t.”
The next day I  was back on the comput-

er  and I  had a message in my inbox,  a  fr iend
request  on facebook. I  checked i t  and i t  was a
guy from Stony Brook, his name was Seth. He was
cute,  gay,  and from the profi le,  seemed not only
normal but  my type.  He was into the same
movies,  same television shows, same music,  i t
was almost  ident ical  to  my interests .   I  accept-
e d .

That same day Charlie had a message
waiting in his inbox too. He was used to gett ing
a lot  of  love let ters  via e-mail  from his  gir l-
f r iend;  she  a lways t r ied  to  disguise  them with
other headings so when he read “Subj:  We need
to ta lk” he expected another  e-mail  ful l  of
hearts  and kisses.  However,  when he opened this
e-mail ,  i t  wasn’t  what he usually received.   He
got  exact ly  what  the  heading had implied-  she
wanted to  break-up.  Char l ie  was  beyond sur-
pr ised;  he was shocked and hurt .  He lef t  h is
sui te  to go walk and absorb everything,  but  as
soon as he walked out the door,  there was Janey. 

“Hey, what’s up… is everything all  r ight,
your eyes are puffy….have you been…” 

“June broke-up wi th  me,  through an e-
mail .”  He said cutt ing her off .

“What? That’s so insensit ive,  how could“
“I don’t  know,” he said cutting her off

again. “I don’t know, she didn’t even have real
reasons,  she just  sa id  we were dr i f t ing apar t ,
i t ’s  al l  so fucked up.”

“Do you wanna go upstairs  and talk?”
She asked him.

He looked at her.  He could go outside and
be alone just  replaying the two year  re la t ion-
ship over  in  his  head,  or  he could ease the pain
with a l i t t le  company.  He chose the lat ter .  They
got up to Janey’s room and sat down on the bed.

“You’ll be okay- you know that,” She
said t rying to  comfort  him.

“I know, it’s just…” He trailed off.
“June is  s tupid.   I ’m sorry but  she was

lucky to have you in the f i rs t  place,  and to throw
you away-”

He cut  her  off  again,  but  this  t ime with
his  tongue.  He pulled away from the kiss  almost
immedia te ly .

“I’m sorry.  Oh, I  shouldn’t have done
that.  I’m so sorry. I have to go.” He started to get
u p .

“No. Its okay.  I’ve wanted to but you
were with her.   I  want to.” She said as she leaned
in and kissed him.  The kiss ing became more and
more passionate as  more and more of  their
clothing began to appear on the floor.   She
reached over  to  her  drawer and pul led out  a  con-
dom, it  was a done deal.

T h e  n e x t  d a y ,
unbeknownst  to  anybody
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ,
Char l ie  and Janey went
on  j u s t  l i ke  b e fo r e .
Ne i the r  o f  t hem were
qui te  sure  as  to  what  they
wanted.  Charl ie  was less
than  en thus ias t i c  abou t
j u m p i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a l t h o u g h
t h e  t r u t h  w a s  t h a t  h e
jumped into  a  re la t ion-
s h i p  w i t h  J u n e  r i g h t
a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  s e r i o u s
g i r l f r i end ,  and  tha t  he
hadn’ t  ac tua l ly  been  s in-
gle in over  three and a
hal f  years  and he  d idn’ t
really know how to be.
Part  of  him needed to be
in  a  re la t ionship  to  func-
t i on .  J aney  was  more
open to the idea of being
s i n g l e  a n d  f l i r t i n g
around.   She  t ru ly  l iked

Charlie but didn’t want to be tied down.  Both of
them wanted this  to  be more than a  one-night-
stand but  were scared to see where i t  would go
if  they continued.  They were also scared of what
people would say so they decided to keep what
happened to themselves for  the t ime being.  

“So what did the e-mail  say?” Ed asked
Charlie.  Ed,  Charl ie,  John,  and myself  were al l
at  Kelly Café trying to cheer Charl ie  up.

“Just  that  we weren’t  working and that
she didn’ t  th ink me being th is  far  would be  th is
hard and that  she fel t  we were drif t ing.”  He
answered .

“What ’ s  tha t  supposed  to  mean?”  I
a s k e d .

“Who knows. Look, it’s fine…I’m fine. I
should’ve seen this coming.  At least I  don’t have
to see her  or  anything.”

“True.  Just  f ind a  gir l  to  get  your  mind
off of her.” John said.  

“Look. I’m fine. Really, I’m gonna run
upstairs  and get  an iced tea .”  Charl ie  said as  he
got up and walked out.

“Now, I’m not trying to talk shit  but
Charl ie’s  a  sensi t ive guy,  I ’d think that  this
would be affecting him a lot  more than i t  is .”
Said John.

“I  know dude,  he’s chil l  about  i t ,  l ike
nothing happened.” Said Ed as Janey walked up.

“Hey, where’s Charlie?” She asked.
“Oh,  he went  upstairs  to get  a  drink,” I

answered .
“Okay,  thanks,”  she said as  she walked

away.
“Did anybody te l l  her  about  Char l ie  and

June? I  bet  she’s  exci ted,”  asked John.
“Why?” I  asked.
“She totally wants to fuck him. It’s com-

pletely obvious,”  said John.
“Yeah, I don’t think he’d do that though,”

sa id  Ed.
“I don’t know…” John said as he got up,

“I gotta go, I’ll  see you guys later.”
When I got back to the room I saw an

instant message from a  ‘seth_man85’ and got
excited.  I  opened i t  and there i t  was:  

se th_man85:   hey

“What the hell is ‘hey’?” I thought. So I sat down
and typed a  response ,  

rudy0101 :   hey

I waited….and waited….and waited. About five
minutes later  I  got  up to go to the bathroom and
as I  was washing my hands I  heard i t ,  the bing
that  any generat ion x-er  knows al l  too well .  I
came back in the room and saw the message win-
dow flashing.   There was another response:  

seth_man85:  what’s goin on?

What was he doing? 

rudy0101:   pret ty  good,  u?

I  wrote back.  Minutes later:  

seth_man85:  can’t  complain

Well now I was getting pissed, I  didn’t know
what  I  thought  he should be wri t ing,  but  th is
wasn’t i t .  Then: 

seth_man85:  so what’re you up to this  week-
e n d ?

I felt like we were off to a good start.  

To Be Continued…

Sex and the Brook
By Rudy Randall

More Sex Features
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There have been count less  f i lms that
have deal t  with possession,  exorcism, and scan-
dal ,  within the confines of  the church.   At  the
top of  that  l i s t  i s  the  c lass ic  The  Exorc is t!  This
c lass ic ,  re leased in  1973,  le f t  audiences  and
cr i t ics  s tunned,  wi th  i t s  depic t ions  of  a  sweet
innocent  g i r l  whose soul  i s  inhabi ted by a
demonic presence.   At  the t ime,  the scenes were
shocking as we,  the audience,  were uneasy and
apprehended in to  an ent i t ies  world  of  posses-
sion of  a  sweet  innocent  gir l .   Surpris ingly,  32
years  la ter ,  th is  f i lm holds  up as  a  f r ight  f i lm
especial ly  in  the  hands of  the  commendable
f i lmmaker  Wil l iam Fr iedkin .   The  Exorc is t i s
such a  f i lm of  suspense and gaping disbel ief
about  possess ion tha t  i t  i s  c lear ly  the  proto type
of  which al l  other  f i lms that  deal  with posses-
sion and exorcism should be judged,  which in
the  end is  inevi table!

As is  the case of  The Exorcism of  Emily
Rose which may not  play as  much on the the-
a t r ics  and shock of  i t s  paramount  genre  prede-
cessor ,  The  Exorc is t,  bu t  s t i l l  succeeds  in  be ing
a  ra ther  in te l l igent ,  suspenseful ,  eer ie  f i lm.
Although both f i lms deal  with the possession of
a young girl ,  as well  of  your belief  system over
such an event’s  existence.  The comparison is
inevi table ,  the  dif ference though is  that  in  T h e
Exorcism of  Emily  Rose the good fight over the
possession of i ts  young woman is  not  only per-
formed by a  wil l ing pr ies t ,  but  the act  i tself  of
the  pr ies t  i s  put  on t r ia l !   In  o ther  words  le ts
take the demon to court!   That statement may
sound l ike  a  sarcas t ic  remark agains t  the  f i lm
but  i t ’s  what  makes  th is  f i lm interes t ing to
view.

Religion is  a  subject  that  has lef t  many

throughout  the  exis tence  of  mankind e i ther  as
a c c e p t e d ,  b e l i e v e d ,  s k e p t i c a l ,  o r  s i m p l y
ignored.   These qual i t ies  are  what  th is  f i lm best
represents  to  i ts  viewing audience s ince al l  of
these angles of whatever your own belief  may be
are  represented here  by the  actors .   The f i lm is
not  t ry ing to  persuade you a t  a l l  but  i t ’s  a  ra ther
nice concoct ion that  plays out
capt ivat ingly  on screen espe-
c ia l ly  in  i t s  cour t  scenes .   I t  i s
in teres t ing to  note  that  a  f i lm
that  deals  wi th  a  possess ion
(which  i s  ac tua l ly  done  ra ther
g r ipp ing ly )  e s sen t i a l ly  p lays
second f iddle  to  the engross-
i n g  c o u r t r o o m  d r a m a  t h a t
ensues .   

Emily  Rose (Jennifer
Carpenter )  has  been  exper i-
encing events  of  appari t ions,
nightmares ,  as  wel l  as  ghast ly
images while  at tending col-
lege.   Upon her arrival  home,
the  inc idents  f la re  up  more
w i t h  g r e a t e r  i n t e n s i t y .
Normalcy is  out the window;
Emily  i s  speaking in  tongues ,  r ipping her  ha i r
out ,  scratching wal lpaper  while  bouncing on her
knees (great  scene) .   With the family at  wits  end
on what to do, they call upon Father Moore (Tom
Wilkinson) ,  their  family pr ies t ,  for  help.    Upon
arr ival ,  he  witnesses  Emily in  complete  para-
normal  ac t ion and ins tant ly  knows that  these
are not the doings of a woman waiting for season
7 of The Sopranos to  s tar t  but  a  woman in the
beginning s tates  of  being possessed.   Father
Moore goes through the whole ri tual of exor-

cism, but  in  the end is  defeated.   
I t  will  now be decided in a court  of law

if  Emily  died f rom a  psychot ic  epi lept ic  d isor-
der  or  i f  Fa ther  Moore’s  ac t  o f  exorc ism
enhanced the condi t ions  leading to  her  death.
The t r ia l  is  the  real  meat  of  this  s tory,  as  told  in
several  f lashbacks on how Emily arr ived at  such

a state ,  as  well  as  the actual
exorcism by Father Moore.   The
t r ia l  i s  to ta l ly  engross ing  and
the  d iscourse  of  i t  i s  in te res t-
ing as  the dot ing,  churchgoer,
p rosecu t ing  a t to rney  (p l ayed
by Campbell  Scott)  does batt le
wi th  the  a the is t  defense  a t tor-
ney  (Laura  L inney) .   Each
comes into  the  t r ia l  wi th  se t
percept ions  of  the  t r ia l  and
events of  the demonic posses-
sion.    The great  fun of this
movie is  watching the uncoil ing
of events by test imony of wit-
nesses ,  as  wel l  as  profess ional
experts .   Also to  watch the par-
t ies  involved in  the  t r ia l  have
the i r  o r ig ina l  dead-se t  pe rcep-

t ions  and bel iefs  a l tered .   Perhaps  that  could
also be you yourself .

The f i lm is  based on actual  events  but
that fact  doesn’t  have to make the fi lm more
appeal ing-  case  in  point  The  Ami tyv i l l e  Horror.
I t  i s  nonetheless  ra ther  engrossing,  as  wel l  as
capt ivat ing.  

T h e  E x o r c i s m  o f  E m i l y  R o s e,  r a t ed  114
min,  pg-13 ( in tense ,  f r ightening scenes  and
images) .

The Exorcism of Emily Rose
By Eddie Zadorozny
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WRLAAAAAHAARGH,
Courtesy of People For A New
Dark Ages

M i r r o r m a s k i s  a  s l i g h t l y  n e w  f i l m
directed by Dave McKean and wri t ten by award-
winning and cul t ishly  fol lowed author  Nei l
Gaiman and McKean.  It has a
c lass ic  young-adu l t s  s to ry-
l ine (by which I  do mean I
hate you and i t ’s  for  those
th ings  we ca l l  p re- teens  and
y o u n g  t e e n a g e r s ) ,  b u t  i t
works so I won’t whine too
much.  Or will I?  No, I will!
The  f i lm’ s  been  b i za r r e ly
re leased,  a l legedly  because
no one can decide if  i t’s a
children’s movie or not.   Dear
Stupids:  I t’s  a young adult’s
movie.  They used to make
t h o s e  b a c k  i n  t h e  d a y ,
r emember  Goon ies?
Remember way back when the
MPAA rat ings  ac tual ly  meant
something?  There you go,
this movie’s rated PG, which
means Parental  Guidance is
suggested.  Just to give some
perspect ive ,  tha t  means  tha t
th i s  mov ie  i s  more  ch i ld -appropr i a t e  than
Pirates of  the Caribbean was.  Therefore, I’m
going to need a better  explanation than a con-
fused demographic.  Yeah, I know, I’m not going
to get  one.   Maybe studios would rather make us
watch a remake of a remake of a movie based on

a play that  was based on a story which wasn’t
original  to begin with.   Fuckers.   Anyway, Neil
Gaiman is a New York Times Bestselling Author,

w h i c h  I  w o u l d  t h i n k
would mean that  th is  f i lm
would get  a  wider release,
but i t  isn’t .   Bro,  bro,
b r o s e p h ,  The  Corpse
B r i d e i s  wide ly  re leased ,
and I  doubt  Mirrormask
i s  much s t ranger  or  more
dis turbing.   Why not  give
i t  a  b e t t e r  r e l e a s e ?
Whatever ,  th is  has  noth-
ing to do with how good
the movie is .
So the s tory l ine isn’t
original .   Every review
I’ve read has said that  the
story wasn’t  that  good but
i t ’s  not  near ly  as  impor-
tant  as  the visuals .   Dear
S tup ids :  Wrong .   The
s tory  i s  as  impor tan t  as
the  v i sua l s ,  bu t  in  th i s
case,  the visuals  are  so

fucking amazing that no one’s really going to
care  that  i t  takes  about  a  half-hour  to  get  into
the s tory because there’s  goddamn f ish swim-
ming around in  midair .   Fish  in  midair  are  awe-
some.   Trouble is ,  the s tory was disappoint ing.
I  l ike Neil  Gaiman, I  well  and truly do.  I t’s his

faul t  for  wri t ing a few good,  incredibly original
stories; now he’s forever going to be held to a
h igh  s tandard .   American Gods was a  fantas t i-
cal ly original ,  wonderful  book.   Mirrormask  h a s
a plot  I’ve seen at  least  a half  dozen t imes (in the
past  week).   A gir l  wakes up to f ind that  she’s
been t ransported to  a  s t range magical  world r i fe
with danger  to  discover  that  i t  needs saving and
she’s the only one who can save it.   I  know,
you’re shocked by the original i ty of  that  plot ,  I
was too.  Sorry, let me wipe off that sarcasm I
just  dripped on your shoe.   Oh god, that’s not
sarcasm; t ry cleaning your shoes once and a
while.   I’m not saying I  didn’t  l ike the story,  or
even that  Mirrormask wasn’t  worth the eleven
bucks i t  cost  me to see i t ,  I’m just  complaining
that when I  see the name Neil  Gaiman attached
to something, I expect it  to amaze me.  The visu-
als  were typical  McKean and therefore absolute-
ly stunning.   The story was enjoyable,  just  not
up to  par ,  but  the  v isuals  are  mind-blowingly
bri l l iant .   Hel l ,  the act ing is  pret ty  good,  the
dia logue is  of ten  hi lar ious ,  and the  characters
are sympathet ic .   I t ’s  s imply that ,  as  a  huge Neil
Gaiman fan,  I  was disappointed by the story.
And since I  get  to  hide behind a  computer  while
I write this,  I’m going to say so.

Whatever  guy,  i t  was interest ing,  i t  was
gripping and for  once in my l i fe  I  didn’t  walk
out of the theatre feeling l ike I’d just  gotten
rolled over in an alley.  So go see it .   Or wait for
Netf l ix ,  but  make sure  you see i t .

Mirrormask
By Madeline Scheckter

WHY DO THESE INSIST ON MAKING
BACKWARDS LETTERS?
Courtesy of Sony Pictures

Reviews
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When an  ar t i s t  or  band takes  a  respi te
from the ar t  of  making music for  several  years ,
a  de t r imenta l  resu l t  can  ensue .  Lis teners  in  the
modern music world are f ickle beings and grow
rest less for  new material .  Even loyal  devotees
meander  toward di f ferent  musical  hor izons  as
their  tas tes  evolve and shif t .

F i o n a  A p p l e ’ s  l a t e s t  r e l e a s e ,
Extraordinary  Machine,  is  just  that :  a
musical  piece of  ar t .  Like al l
great works,  i t  was a feat to
a c c o m p l i s h  a n d  u n v e i l .
A f t e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  o f
s t r u g g l i n g  o v e r  r e l e a s e
i s s u e s ,  A p p l e ’ s  l a t e s t
craf t ing of  musical  splen-
dor  emerges  fo l lowing  a
s i x - y e a r - h i a t u s  f r o m  t h e
indus t ry .  I n i t i a l l y ,  Machine
was produced by Jon Brion,
Apple ’ s  p roduc t ion  pa r tne r
for  her  two pr ior  a lbums,
Tida l  a n d  When The Pawn.
After  supposed labe l  con-
f l ic ts  regarding the  “ lack of
s ingles”  amids t  her  new mater i-
a l ,  Apple  near ly  re t i red  f rom the
industry .  Yet ,  fans  ra l l ied  together  in  protes t  to
produce a  support  s i te ,  FreeFiona.com. After
obtaining freedom to release mater ial  of  her
choosing,  Apple  re turned to  the  s tudio  -  th is
t ime with Mike Elizondo,  a  hip-hop producer
best  known for  his  work with 50 Cent  and

Eminem. After  re-working near ly  a l l  the  songs
to create a new sound,  i t  is  clear  that  Elizondo
brings a new edge to Apple’s sound.

The album launches into a  t rack of  the
album’s namesake,  crafted in the s tyle of  a
1950’s  song.  After  exper iment ing with  varying
tempos in the reflective “Better Version of Me,”

Apple  meanders  th rough  such  ly r ica l
fea ts  such  as  us ing  “a  d i r ty

pane  o f  g l a s s”  fo r
metaphor ica l  compar ison
to  inf ide l i ty  in  the  infec-
t iously catchy “Window.” 

Apple’s  p rev ious
works have been woven
w i t h  e m o t i o n a l  p l e n t i-
tude ,  send ing  the  l i s t ener
into a  whir lwind of  peaks
and lows.  Machine i s  n o
except ion,  as  Apple  cas-
cades  f rom regre t fu l  and
vengeful  in  “Get  Him

Back ,”  t o  su l l en  and
resigned in “Oh Well ,”  to the

ut te r ly  haunt ing  and  smolder ing  rage  in
“Red,  Red,  Red.”  Apple successfully express-

es  her  ple thora  of  sent iments ,  a l l  the  whi le
mainta ining musical  in tegr i ty  wi th  innovat ive
s ty l e .  

W i l l  A p p l e ’ s  s p l e n d i d l y  c r a f t e d
Machine thr ive  in  an  uns teady musica l  c l imate?
On the current  musical  canvas of  mostly mono-
chromat ic  hues ,  Apple’s  shade exudes  vibrancy.

A Truly Extraordinary Machine
By Alison Schwartz

Who knew a  j ang ly  ban jo  cou ld  coex i s t
w i t h  a  l o n g  h u m a n  s c r e e c h ?   I  s u r e  d i d n ’ t  b u t
Gordo  Gr ingo  seems  to  pu l l  i t  o f f  p r e t t y  we l l
o n  t h e i r  s o p h o m o r e  e f f o r t ,  E v e r y b o d y  L o v e s
t h e  P a r t y.   H e r e  i s
a n  a l b u m  t h a t  i s
l o a d e d  w i t h  u n i q u e
c o u p l i n g s  o f  t h e
l i k e .   T h e s e  g u y s
h a v e  i n t e g r a t e d  a
r e m a r k a b l e  a s s o r t-
m e n t  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a
d u l c i m e r ,  v o x ,
b a n j o ,  v i o l a  a n d
m a n d o l i n .   I t ’ s  t h i s
s o r t  o f  v a r i e t y  t h a t
h a s  m a d e  t h i s  a n
i n t e r e s t i n g  a l b u m .     

P h i l
J i m e n e z ,  f o r m e r l y
o f  W h e a t u s  f a m e ,
heads  Gordo  Gr ingo
w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e ,
e m o t i o n a l  v o c a l s .
H i s  v o i c e  i s  b a l-
a n c e d  n i c e l y  w i t h
s o n g s  l i k e  “ M a d
T i d e ”  a n d  “ W a s t e d
L i f e ” ,  b o t h  f u l l  o f  c a t c h y  m e l o d i e s  t h a t  c o u l d
e a s i l y  b e  q u a l i f i e d  i n  t h e  e l u s i v e  c a t e g o r y  o f
s m a r t - p o p .    T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  u n a p p a r e n t  u p o n
a  f i r s t  l i s t e n  i s  m o s t  o f  t h e  l y r i c s .    C r a c k i n g

o p e n  t h e  C D  b o o k l e t ,  t h o u g h ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t
t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  s e e m s  t o  s w a y  b e t w e e n
c r i t i c i s m s  o f  m o d e r n  l i f e  a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f
m e l a n c h o l y  –  n o t h i n g  t o o  a b s t r a c t .

W h i l e  y o u ’ d  b e  h a r d -
p r e s s e d  t o  p i c k  o u t  a n y-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  u n l i k-
a b l e  f r o m  t r a c k  t o  t r a c k ,
t h i s  i s  n o t h i n g  n e a r  t o
b e i n g  a  m a s t e r p i e c e .
E v e r y b o d y  L o v e s  t h e
P a r t y  i s  l i k a b l e  e n o u g h .
I t ’ s  s o l i d l y  g o o d  b u t  i t
l a c k s  t h a t  e x t r a  s o m e-
t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  s o m e
a l b u m s  g r e a t .   T h e y ’ v e
b e e n  l i k e n e d  t o  “ a  c r o s s
b e t w e e n  D e a t h  C a b  F o r
Cut ie ,  Modes t  Mouse ,  and
W i l c o . ”   I n d e e d ,  t h a t  c r i t-
i c  was  c lo se ,  a l t hough  I
w o u l d n ’ t  b e  s o  q u i c k  t o
pu t  Gordo  Gr ingo  on  the
same level  –  yet .   However ,
i t ’ s  4 4  m i n u t e s  o f  a t m o s-
p h e r i c  i n d i e - p o p  t h a t
y o u ’ d  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r
w a s t e d  t i m e  a n d  t h e y  c a n
o n l y  g e t  b e t t e r .   

Check out  Gordo Gringo a t :  gordogr ingo.com
a n d  m y s p a c e . c o m / g o r d o g r i n g o .

Everybody Loves the Party
Gordo Gringo

By Stephanie Hayes

MY GUESS?  IT’S THE CD COVER,
Courtesy of Steph Hayes
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I n  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f  t r o u b l e ,  u n c e r t a i n t y ,
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f u s i o n ,  w e  t e n d  t o  d r o w n
o u r s e l v e s  i n  a n x i e t y  a n d  d o u b t .  I  h a v e  c o m-
p r i s e d  a  l i s t  o f  w o r d s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  n a v-
i g a t e  t h e  w o r l d .

F u n d a m e n t a l i s t:  A  pe r son  who  demon-
s t r a t e s  o n l y  a  b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  h e
o r  s h e  b e l i e v e s .

E v a n g e l i c a l i s m:  T h e  i n t e n s e  a n d  c r i p p l i n g
f e a r  t h a t  s o m e o n e ,  s o m e w h e r e ,  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h
y o u .  

Z e a l o t:  A  m a t h e m a t i c a l  u n i t  u s e d  t o  s h o w
h o w  s u c c e s s f u l  a  r e l i g i o n  i s .

A t h e i s t:  S o m e o n e  w h o  i s  n o t  a
F u n d a m e n t a l i s t  o r  E v a n g e l i c a l .

A g n o s t i c:  Someone  who i s  too  busy  to  care .

C o n s e r v a t i v e :  A  R e p u b l i c a n  w h o  t h i n k s
t o o  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e s  a t  h a n d .

L i b e r a l:  A  D e m o c r a t  w h o  o v e r - t h i n k s  t h e
i s s u e  a t  h a n d .

S t r a t e g i c  O i l  R e s e r v e:  A  w a y  f o r  a
P r e s i d e n t  t o  b o o s t  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  r a t i n g s ,
a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m .

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  P o l l:  The  p roduc t  o f  a
s u d d e n  a n d  f r i g h t f u l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  n o  o n e
knows  fo r  su re  wha t  i s  go ing  on .  

S t a t i s t i c s:  A  m a t h e m a t i c a l l y  d e f e n d a b l e
way  o f  l y ing .

A r m e d  F o r c e s:  A  m a s s  w e a p o n  o f  d e s t r u c-
t i o n  y e t  t o  b e  b a n n e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .

N A T O:  A n  a n a c h r o n i s m  t h a t  i s  t o o  w e a k  t o
l ive ,  t oo  s t rong  to  d i e .  

G r o s s  N a t i o n a l  P r o d u c t:  W h a t  a  c o u n t r y
p r o d u c e s  w h e n  i t s  c i t i z e n s  a r e  t o o  w r a p p e d
u p  i n  w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i n .  

A b o r t i o n:  an  easy  i s sue  to  ge t  someone
e l e c t e d  i n t o  o f f i c e .

G a y  M a r r i a g e:  A  un ion  be tween  two  peop le ,
w h i c h  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  e n d  u p  i n  S t r a i g h t
Divo rce  anyway .

R i g h t  t o  D i e:  P r o o f  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p o p-
u l a t i o n  w i l l  w a t c h  a n y t h i n g  o n  T . V .  i f  i t  i s
m a r k e t e d  c o r r e c t l y .

T h e  N u c l e a r  O p t i o n:  T h e  c h o i c e  t o
mic rowave  your  food  a s  opposed  to  ea t ing  f a s t
food .

I n t e l l i g e n t  D e s i g n:  A n  i d e a  s h o w i n g  t h a t
f u t i l i t y  d o e s  n o t  d e c r e a s e  h o p e .

G u n  C o n t r o l:  W h e n  t h e  A b o r t i o n  p l a t f o r m
f a i l s ,  u s e  t h i s  o n e ;  o r  i n  T e x a s :  H i t t i n g  y o u r
t a r g e t  a t  l e a s t  8 6 . 5 5 4 3 2 1 0 5 7 1 %  o f  t h e  t i m e .

D e m o c r a t:  A  r e l i g i o n  b a s e d  a r o u n d  t h e
memory  o f  John  F .  Kennedy .

R e p u b l i c a n:  A  r e l i g i o n  b a s e d  a r o u n d  t h e
teach ings  o f  Rona ld  Regan .

M o d e r a t e:  A  p e r s o n  w h o  c a s t s  t h e i r  v o t e s  i n
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  P o l l s  ( q . v . ) .

P h i l o s o p h e r:  A  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  t o o  d e t e r-
m i n e d  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  t o o  c o m-
p l e x  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  y e t  t o o  s i m p l e  t o
f a t h o m .

W h i s t l e  B l o w e r:  A n  a d u l t  f i l m  s t a r  w h o
s h o w s  a n  u n u s u a l  l e v e l  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n
t h e i r  c r a f t .  

T h e  M o r a l  P l a t f o r m:  A  s e r i e s  o f  c o m p l e x
p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  p o i n t s  o u t
h y p o c r i s y .

C h a r i t y:  Amer ica ’ s  way  o f  s ay ing ,  “Be t t e r
y o u  t h a n  m e ” .   

P u b l i c  S e r v a n t:  A  pe r son  who  i s  t oo  ug ly
to  be  a  T .V .  o r  mov ie  s t a r  bu t  wan t s  f ame  and
n o t o r i e t y  n o n e t h e l e s s .

H u r r i c a n e:  Na ture ’s  way  of  showing  a  soc i-
e t y ’ s  g l a r i n g  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  O f t e n  c o s t i n g
b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  t o  c o v e r  u p .

Words of Fun
By Jimmi Del Kerr

The skies cleared as Ko the Magnificent
Bludgeoner pondered over his domain.   The
damned government  ins ta l led  the i r  s tup id  s ide-
walk last  week,  and so his  domain was dimin-
ished greatly.   He mused over the towering men-
ace of  his  well-kept  hedges,  and the vast  dark
terr i tory  where  he  kept  h is  car  so  i t  wouldn’ t
get damaged during inclement weather.   Yes,  a
time was coming.

I t  was  supper t ime .   Supper t ime  for
FEAR!

Across the land, BonoCactusBird I  f lew
over the great world.   His team of Supermates
soon  j o ined  h i m:  Ly l eF i r e ,  Jun ipe r -Mix ,
Liverpool Wonder,  HappyBob, TwelveTickets
and Super BreakfastNook.  Liverpool Wonder
fel l  into a deep abyss of  boiled potatoes,  and he
suffered a  great  deal  before  his  unt imely death .
He was mourned over tea and biscuits .   Biscuits
a r e  a  s ign  o f  s adnes s  i n  t he  Ove rwor ld .

One fateful day a giant Kangaroo met an
evi l  Fairy who turned him into her  minion.   That
Kangaroo gave birth to many minion joeys, and

they populated a  sect ion of  the world which they
named  The  Ev i l  Joey  Te r r i to ry .   When
BonoCactusBird I flew down to his grave site a
week later ,  he hi t  his  head on a rock and col-
lapsed on the soft  soi l .

One week after that ,  he woke up on a ship
ful l  of  Circus Fellows.   They harbored him and
pet  h is  spiny fur  and told  him how wonderful  he
was.   He destroyed them al l  by breathing f i re  on
thei r  sk in .   They were  d ispleased,  but  then they
died and were not  displeased anymore,  save
the i r  reserva t ions  tha t  car r ied  over  in to  the
a f t e r l i f e .

BonoCactusBird I  lef t  in  a  hurry,  unsure
of who he was or where he came from.  Some mean
guards  wi th  giant  s i lver  knives  chased him in
the s t reets  of  Jungian Ci ty ,  and he hid  in  a  dark
a n d  s l i g h t l y  d i s t u r b i n g  i f  n o t  a r t s y
Internat ional  Embassy.   Whils t  they were  chas-
ing him, he bumped into a  t iny neurot ic  woman
named Neuro.   Neuro tr ied to eat  him, but he was
not  edible.   She helped him escape,  and then she
tr ied to  help  him regain  his  memory.   Final ly  he
figured out who was to blame for all  of this:

Edward,  the guy who serves his  mustard and
past rami  sandwiches  a t  the  local  tax-f ree  and
reasonably  pr iced  kosher  de l i  on  a  wel l -kept
Native-Jungian reservat ion.   He told Edward he
was a fool, and Edward cried. BonoCactusBird I
then realized he was wrong, and i t  was not  him.
BonoCactusBird I  then realized i t  was himself .
He was the cause of i t  all .

Then Ko the Magnificent Bludgeoner
arrived and challenged BonoCactusBird I ,  his
greatest  threat ,  to a duel .   He agreed,  and in a
blast  of  dreadful  smoke Ko the Magnificent
Bludgeoner  was  ban i shed  to  the  wor ld  o f
Dreadful Smoke, where people who get sur-
rounded by blas ts  of  dreadful  smoke can be
accepted and meet  together  and have helpful
group therapy sess ions  every  other  Wednesday,
except  in the case of  hol idays or  when the
weather’s  real ly bad or  might  get  bad while
they’re  in  sess ion and thus  make i t  more  di f f i-
cult  for them to come home.

BonoCactusBird I  f lew back into the sun-
s e t .

The Dude Identity
By David K. Ginn

www.AndrewPernick.com



Page 40 Dear God, what does it all mean?

The Reformation in Central Kentucky
Scintillates

By James Messina
I  b e t  y o u  w e r e  r e a l l y  h a p p y  t o  l e a r n

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  o f  l a s t  i s s u e ’ s  p u z z l e
was  a  T!  Yeah ,  my bad .  I  forgot  to  double-
c h e c k  t h e  a r t i c l e  b e f o r e  i t  w e n t  t o  p r i n t ,  a n d
y o u  g o t  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  c o d e .  T h o s e  a r e  t h e
h a r d e s t  t o  s o l v e ,  s o  g i v e  y o u r s e l f  a  h a n d  i f
y o u  d i d .   I n  t h i s  i s s u e  I ’ l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  c r y p t-
ana ly s i s  o f  l a s t  week ’ s  code ,  bu t  i f  you  wan t
t o  t r y  i t  o u t  f o r  y o u r s e l f  f i r s t ,  D O  N O T  r e a d
a h e a d  a n d  t a k e  a  g a n d e r  a t  t h i s .

T h e  c i p h e r  u s e d  a b o v e  i s  k n o w n  a s
t h e  P i g p e n  c i p h e r ,  o r  t h e  F r e e m a s o n ’ s
c i p h e r .  I t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h i s  b e c a u s e ,  s u r p r i s e !
i t  w a s  u s e d  b y  t h e  F r e e m a s o n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y
1 8t h c e n t u r y  f o r  p r i v a t e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s .
T h o u g h  t h i s  c i p h e r  a t  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  c o m p l i-
c a t e d ,  i t  i s n ’ t  a n y  m o r e  s o  t h a n  a  r e g u l a r
s u b s t i t u t i o n  c i p h e r ,  t h e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  j u s t
c h a n g e d  i n t o  s y m b o l s  a r r i v e d  a t  v i a  a r r a n g-
i n g  l e t t e r s  o n  a  g r i d .

The  code  I  j u s t  showed  you  wou ld  be
p r e t t y  t r i c k y  t o  s o m e b o d y  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h
c r y p t o l o g y ,  b u t  t o  a n y o n e  w i t h  s o m e  b a c k-
g round  i t ’ s  a  snap .  So  how exac t ly  does  a
c r y p t a n a l y s t  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  t o  a t t a c k  t h e
u n k n o w n  a n d  v e n t u r e  b o l d l y  f o r t h  i n t o  a
m e t a p h o r i c a l  a b y s s ?  H o n e s t l y ,  I  c o u l d n ’ t
t e l l  y o u .  T h o s e  g u y s  a r e  p r e t t y  s m a r t .  B u t  I
c a n  i l l u s t r a t e  a  f e w  p o t e n t i a l  p i t f a l l s .

A s  I  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  t y p e s
o f  b a s i c  c i p h e r s ,  s u b s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o-
s i t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h e s e  t w o  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s
though ,  t he r e ’ s  a  l o t  o f  r oom fo r  dev i l i sh
t r i c k s .   S u b s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  c a n
b e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  s o  t h a t  y o u  f i r s t  d e s c r a m-
b le  and  then  so lve  o r  v i ce  ve r sa .  Code  words
c a n  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d .  N u l l s  c a n  b e  a d d e d  t o
t h e  e n d ,  o r  s t r e w n  t h r o u g h o u t ,  i . e .  o n l y  r e a d
e v e r y  t h i r d  s y m b o l .  A s  i n  t h e  a b o v e
i n s t a n c e ,  s y m b o l s  c a n  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  l e t-
t e r s .  M i s s p e l l i n g s  c a n  b e  a d d e d  s o  t h a t  f r e-
q u e n c y  a n a l y s i s  i s  b u n g l e d  a  l i t t l e .   T h e
m e s s a g e s  c a n  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  a n o t h e r  l a n-
guage .

B u t  n o n e  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r s .    T h e r e  a r e
d o z e n s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t  c i p h e r s ,  a n d
e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  i n f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  m a t h e m a t-
i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  t o  c r e a t e
new ones .   So  t he  ba s i c  t a sk  o f  t he  c ryp t an-
a l y s t  i s  t o  b r e a k  t h e  c o d e  –  d e t a i l s  l i k e  l a n-
g u a g e  w i l l  f o l l o w  m u c h  m o r e  n a t u r a l l y .   A n d
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  g a m e  i s  i n t e r c e p t i o n .  U n d e r
r e a l i s t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p e o p l e  u s i n g  c o d e s  a r e
a  c a r e f u l  s h i f t y  b u n c h  w h o  d o e s n ’ t  w a n t  t o
b e  f o u n d  o u t .  B u t  t h e y ’ r e  a l s o  f a l l i b l e .
Somet imes  the  message  doesn’ t  go  th rough
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  s o  i t ’ l l  g e t  s e n t  t w i c e .
Some t imes  t he  mach ine  fo r  mak ing  t he  codes
f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  e n e m y .  S o m e t i m e s
p e o p l e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  s e l l  o u t  o r  m a t e r i a l
i s  s t o l e n .  I n r o a d s  a r e  t h e n  m a d e .

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  c l a s s i c  e x a m p l e  o f
t h i s  i s  t h e  R o s e t t a  s t o n e .   I t ’ s  i n t e r e s t i n g
because  i n  f a c t  no  e f fo r t  was  made  t o  h ide
t h e  E g y p t i a n  l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  o v e r  t i m e  i t
became  a  code  o f  so r t s ;  anyone  look ing  a t  a
m e s s a g e  w r i t t e n  i n  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  c l u e  a s
t o  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  a f t e r  a l l .

T h e  w r i t t e n  E g y p t i a n  l a n g u a g e  w a s
u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  a n c i e n t  t i m e s ,  b u t  f e l l
i n t o  d i s u s e  b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  f i f t h

cen tu ry  A .D .   Soon  i t  became  a s soc i a t ed  w i th
a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a n d  t h e  o c c u l t .
O v e r  t i m e  e f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  d e c i p h e r
a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  t e x t s ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h
a b y s m a l l y  p o o r  a c c u r a c y .   M o s t  e n t h u s i a s t s
s i m p l y  g u e s s e d  w h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t o  b e  a n
a p p r o p r i a t e  s y m b o l  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  o w n
i m p r e s s i o n s .   M o s t  a l s o  c o n s u l t e d  a  t e x t
c a l l e d  H e i r o g l y p h i c a b y  H o r a p o l l o ,  w h i c h
w a s  a c c u r a t e  a t  p a r t s  b u t  n o t  e n t i r e l y .   T h e
r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  E g y p t i a n  l a n g u a g e  w a s  a
m y s t e r y  u n t i l  t h e  F r e n c h  C a p t a i n  P i e r r e -
F r a n ç o i s  B o u c h a r d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  R o s e t t a
S t o n e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  R o s e t t a  o n  J u l y  1 5 ,  1 7 9 9 .
T h e  S t o n e  c o n t a i n e d  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  w h i c h
d e s c r i b e d  a  d e c r e e  o f  P t o l e m y  V  r e g a r d i n g
t a x a t i o n .   T h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h e
S t o n e  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  d e c r e e s ,  o n e
in  Greek ,  one  i n  t he  Egyp t i an  common  a lpha-
b e t  a n d  o n e  i n  h i e r o g l y p h s .   A n c i e n t  G r e e k

b e i n g  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e l l - k n o w n  l a n g u a g e ,
i t  w a s  n o  g r e a t  t a s k  t o  w o r k  f r o m  t h e r e ,  a n d
the  Rose t t a  S tone  p rov ided  a  g rea t  l e ap  fo r-
w a r d  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .   S o  w h a t  a m  I  s a y i n g ?
T h a t  c r y p t a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  l u c k  a n d
h a p p e n s t a n c e ?  H a r d l y .  B u t  b y  t h e  s a m e
b r e a t h ,  o f t e n  t i m e s  f o r t u i t o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e
i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  b e t w e e n  b r e a k i n g  a  c o d e
a n d  i t s  r e m a i n i n g  i n d e c i p h e r a b l e .   B y  t h e
F r e n c h  “ i n t e r c e p t i o n ”  o f  t h e  R o s e t t a  S t o n e ,
t h e y  ( a n d  l a t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h )  w e r e  a b l e  t o
decode  the  l anguage .   Now on  to  the  puzz le .

See  above  fo r  the  puzz le .   To  so lve  th i s  puz-
z l e ,  i t ’ s  u s e f u l  t o  a s s o c i a t e  e a c h  s y m b o l  w i t h
a  n u m b e r .  I  s i m p l y  l i s t e d  e a c h  s y m b o l  a s  i t
a p p e a r e d  a n d  t h e n  t a l l i e d  i t s  f r e q u e n c y .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  t h e  f i r s t  s y m b o l  t o  a p p e a r  b e c o m e s
a  1 ,  t he  second  a  2 ,  and  so  on ,  l i ke  so :

I t ’ s  p r e t t y  e a s y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  Y o u  c a n
see  3  appea r s  t en  t imes .  I t ’ s  a  good  be t  i t ’ s
“ e ” .  T h e  1 - 2  d i g r a p h  a p p e a r s  f o u r  t i m e s .  G o t
y o u r s e l f  a n o t h e r  g o o d  b e t  i n  a s s u m i n g  t h a t
i t ’ s  “ t h ” .  S o ,  p l u g g i n g  i n  a n d  s u b s t i t u t i n g
n u m b e r s  f o r  s y m b o l s  a s  b e f o r e ,  w e  g e t :
T H E 4  E 5  4  E 6  T 7  8  8  9  E 10 9  8  E 4  E 5
11  7  12  13  T  H  7  6  T  H  5  12  14  6  15  E  E  16
17  6  18  10  17  T  H  E  19  5  12  20  6  E  T
I t ’ s  p r e t t y  o b v i o u s  t h e  f i r s t  w o r d  i s  “ t h e r e ” .
T h e n  y o u  s u b s t i t u t e  i n  a l l  t h e  r ’ s .  F r o m
t h e r e ,  s o l v i n g  i s  c h i l d ’ s  p l a y ,  j u s t  s o m e  m e n-
t a l  m e n i a l  l a b o r .   I n  o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  y o u r
a n s w e r ,  h e r e ’ s  a  t a b l e  o f  t h e  P i g p e n  c i p h e r :

F i n a l l y ,  I  l e a v e  y o u  w i t h  a n o t h e r
t r e a t .  I  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o  s c a n  t h i s  o n e ,  s o  t h e r e
a r e  n o  f o r e s e e a b l e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  m e  b e i n g  a
r e t a r d .  H i n t :  I t ’ s  t r a n s p o s i t i o n ,  n o t  s u b s t i-
t u t i o n .  I f  y o u  m e s s  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r
p o s i t i o n i n g ,  y o u ’ l l  g e t  y o u r  a n s w e r .

P U Z Z L E  T H E  3R D:
THEET HORBE ERTER STHTK

A n s w e r  t o  P u z z l e  t h e  2n d:  T h e r e  a r e
s t i l l  p e o p l e  r e a d i n g  t h i s ?  T h a n k s  J e e b u s ,
you the  man.  WSET.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

6 4 10 3 4 5 3 3 2 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
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H e y  e v e r y b o d y ,  i t ’ s  t i m e  f o r
t h e  B a g u a  p u z z l e .   H e r e ’ s  h o w  i t
w o r k s :

The Bagua is used worldwide as a guide
for  dividing energies  ( typical ly  the  setup of  a
room or office) so that one might be able to
der ive  the  most  c lar i ty  and happiness  out  of
l i f e .

Here,  I’ve developed a puzzle that takes
eight  of  the  nine e lements  ( the ninth being the
center  e lement ,  Heal th)  and assigned them al l
values within the ninth element .   The idea is  to
take the  three  numbers  given with  each puzzle
and adding them up so that  they equal  the value,
using each number  as  many t imes as  needed.
Within  the  breakdown of  the  e lements  there  are
ei ther  3,  4,  5,  or  6 spaces.   These spaces dictate

how many occurrences of  numbers you may use
to equal  the total .   E a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p l a y-
i n g  n u m b e r s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  a t  l e a s t  o n c e
i n  e a c h  e l e m e n t.

The second rule  of  this  puzzle  is  that  the
opposing elements  must  not  mirror  each other .
Here’s how that works:  the Bagua is,  as you can
tel l ,  an octagon,  and so therefore each side has
an opposite side.   The opposite of Element 1
(Chyan) is  Element 5 (Hsun),  and the opposite of
Element 2 (Dwei) is Element 4 (Jen) and so on.
There are  three l ines  of  spaces,  and for  each l ine
there are ei ther  one or  two spaces.   T h e  n u m-
b e r  v a l u e  o f  a  s p a c e  o n  a  l i n e  m a y  n o t  b e
t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  v a l u e  o f  t h e
s a m e  s p a c e  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e
B a g u a .

In the case where two spaces mirror  two

spaces,  draw a l ine from one space to i ts  mir-
roring space.   As long as the values don’t  match,
you’re okay.   Diagnol  matching is  permit ted in
th i s  case .

In the case where two spaces mirror  one
space,  the values of either of the two spaces can-
not be the same as the value of the single space.

H i n t : Write  your  answers ,  especia l ly  as  you
are  experiment ing with the numbers ,  down on a
separate  sheet  of  paper .   Try “ghost-wri t ing”
(wri t ing very  l ight ly)  the  numbers  when you
have them and are t rying to work out  the mir-
r o r i n g .

I’ve filled in some answers for you.  Good luck!

Today’s 
numbers  a r e :

7 ,  3 6 ,  a n d  - 1 4
(negat ive
fourteen).

Today’s 
values  are :

1  -  2 9
2  -  1 5
3  -  3 6
4  -  4 3
5  -  6 5
6  -  1
7  -  7 2
8  -  8 7



I  wil l  devour your being,  and consume
your consciousness.   Resistance is  useless.   Do
not  t ry  to  res is t .   I  wi l l  burn  your  body and
make pee-pee upon your  unholy ashes.   I  wil l
s ink  my tee th  deep in to  your  sk in  and k i l l  you
many t imes over  wi th  sharp objects  and harsh
syllables.   My body is  s tarving for  violence,  and
your existence is  my target .   I  wil l  a im my
lasers  a t  your  mind  and  f ry  your  bra in  wi th in
the confines of  your own bloody fucking skull .
I  wil l  saw off  your  scalp and eat  your  brains
l ike soup in a  bread bowl.   The future of  your
pi t i fu l  soul  l ies  wi th in  the  p i t i fu l  p i t s  of  my
stomach,  to be digested and shat  out  as fecal
matter .   I  am eternal  and evil .   Very,  very evil .
I  am so evil ,  there is  not  much that  is  evi l  that
can qui te  say they are  up to  par ,  or  in  the same
general  range of evilness as I  am, unless you
count the Nazis ,  but  everyone knows that ,  and
they are not quite as evil  as me.  Well ,  as I .   With
evil  comes proper grammar.  Yes,  my grammar
wil l  des t roy your  being.   My almighty  s in is ter
malevolent  grammar wil l  consume every ounce
of  your  pathet ic  exis tence.   I  wi l l  k i l l  your  body
by ki l l ing  your  sk in ,  your  bones ,  and your
white blood cells.   I  will  give you ovarian can-
cer,  and if  you do not have ovaries,  I  will  donate
them to you so that  I  may curse them with my
evil  and horrid cancer.   Your t ime has come to
an end.  And that end is me.  (Or I… mwahaha-
ha!)  I  am your destructor.   I  am the form of your
s inis ter  terminat ion.   Your  death  is  only  the

beginning.   I  wi l l  rape your  bones ,  and murder
your  vi ta l  organs.   I  wil l  feed you harsh l iquor
unt i l  your  l iver  becomes a  d ie-er .

You will  not l ive for much longer.   And
when you do die,  you’ll  wish that you were l iv-
ing.   I  know that’s what most people think,  but
wi th  you i t  wi l l  be  for  an  ent i re ly  di f ferent  rea-
son.   The pain in death wil l  be worse than the

pain in  l i fe .   I  wil l  eat  your  thoughts ,  and s tab
you  wi th  sha rp  ba l l -po in t  pens  un t i l  you
scream out  in  agony and make pee-pee in  your
t rousers .   I  wi l l  t ie  your  neck up wi th  pul led
thread from an old skir t ,  and make you hang
forever  in  your  pi t i ful  dest iny.   I  wi l l  EAT
YOUR FUCKING SOUL, MOTHERFUCKER!  Don’t

think I’m kidding.  You think I’m joking.  I am
most  def ini te ly  not .   Your  destruct ion is  near .

I Will Destroy Your Soul
By David K. Ginn

I will eat your
thoughts ,  and  s tab  you

with sharp bal l -point
pens  unt i l  you scream

out  in  agony  and  make
pee-pee  in  your

t rousers .

Answers to the Master Crossword

Page 42 Fun AND Games



U n t i t l e d
By Karen Shidlo

I  have been witness
To my own evolution,
Seen my legs and arms
Turn a brown which I  forget
In  between summers ,
For I  must  l ive for  months on end
As my paler  vers ion .
Watched scabs for  over cr imson,
Only to  pick the  crusts  to  reveal
What is  f lowing in my veins.
Lif ted  eyelashes  to  t ransform
Them into tokens of wishes,
Blown into the wind.
Played wi th  dead skin ,
White  and rough around my nai ls ,
Just l ike the foam on the edges of waves.
And jus t  l ike  the  s torms enrage the  sea ,
Fi l l ing them with  the  energy 
To lash out  at  the shore with al l  i ts’  might,
Anxiet ies compel me to peel  off  the whites
Of my f ingernai ls ,
Bringing them close to the 
Edges of  pink from which they spring.
These long fingers of mine
Never reach up to wipe away the tears
Which lace my eyes,
But  le t  them run in  whatever  d i rect ion
They choose,
Unt i l  there  are  no more
And the heaving bosom set t les ,
Stops gasping for air  as if  drowning.

Because  Music  i s  Poe t ry  too .

1 . )   Malk  -  Pain

2 . )   Bl i s te r  in  the  Sun  -  Vio len t  Femmes

3 . )   G lamour  Ghou l s  -  Wor ld  In f e rno /F r i endsh ip  Soc i e ty

4 . )   Ant ido te  -  Pa in

5 . )   Everyone  I  know i s  f rom Lindenhurs t  -  Edna’s  Goldf i sh

6 . )   New Day -  Bouncing  Souls

7 . )   Cas t aways  -  Common Ride r

8. )   Gainesvi l le  Rock Ci ty  -  Less  Than Jake

9 . )   500  Channe l s  -  Chok ing  Vic t im

10 . )   Whi t e ,  P roud ,  &  S tup id  -  P ropagnadh i

11.)   We Threw Gasol ine. . .  -  NoFX

12.)   Ci ty  Lights  -  Stockyard Stoics

13.)   Soon We’l l  Be Dead -  Leftover  Crack /  W.I .F.S.

14.)   Sink.   Florida.   Sink.  -  Against  Me!

15 . )   Change  -  F i shbone
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B y George Agathos

The Press  sucks  my  ass
Too dirty to l ine cages
A plague on you al l

Uses for
Ramen

Noodles

And for the men, mol-
lifier after anal rape1

Looks like
worms taste,

Delicious
10

Breakfast, lunch
and dinner for
those students
who stay on

campus on the
weekends

9

Pour salt on them7

Donate them to food
pantries.  Now
their someone

else’s problem.
8

They're extensions for
blondes6

Brain replacement after
a lobotomy, may not

be brain food but
looks like real brains

5

Building Stones for Habitat for
Humanity4

Ramen Wrestling... cheaper
than jell-o, yummier

than mud
3

Binge, Purge, 
See them come

out whole
2



death egg zone


