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Kansas Board of Education Redefines Science.
That’s Dumb.

By Alex Walsh
The Kansas state Board of Education

recently voted to approve a new set  of science
educa t ion  s tandards ,  requi r ing  teachers  to  te l l
s tudents  that  evolut ion is  not  a  fact ,  and that
des ign  by an  in te l l igent  c rea tor  i s  an  a l te rna-
t ive to  the theory.  The s tandards also off icial ly
redef ine  the  word “science” i t se l f ,  such that  i t
i s  no longer  l imited to  natural  explanat ions  of
phenomena .  At  the  same t ime,  the  Dover ,
Pennsylvania Board of Education is  involved in
a  lawsui t  concerning i t s  requirement  for  teach-
ers  to  read a  prepared s ta tement  concerning
evolut ion and to  discuss  Intel l igent  Design in
class.  The Dover statement reads as follows:
“Because Darwin’s Theory is  a theory,  i t  contin-
ues to be tested as new evidence is  discovered.
The Theory is not a fact.  Gaps in the Theory
exis t  for  which there  is  no evidence.  A theory is
def ined as  a  wel l - tes ted  explanat ion  tha t  uni-
f ies  a  broad range of  observat ions.  Intel l igent
Design is  an explanation of the origin of  l i fe
that  differs from Darwin’s view.”

Inte l l igent  Design is  the  idea  that  cer-
tain features of  organisms are too complex to
have been genera ted  by random mutat ions .
According to supporters  of  ID, there had to have
been a  des igner  behind  these  s t ruc tures .  They
say that  Inte l l igent  Design is  a  sc ient i f ic  expla-
nation of the origin of l ife,  and can account for
the state of  nature just  as  well  as  Darwin’s the-
ory of evolution. This view is being fought by
people who are concerned that  i t  is  an at tempt to
br ing teaching of  re l ig ious  bel iefs  in to  publ ic
schoo l s .  In t e l l i gen t  Des ign  i s  no th ing  bu t
Creat ionism masked with a  thin coat  of  scient if-
ic  language to sl ip past  the people who are sup-
posed to catch that  sort  of  thing.  After  al l ,  what
could the Designer  referred to  by ID be,  apart
from God? Teaching this  idea in public schools
would ul t imately amount  to  government-spon-
sored re l igious  educat ion,  unless  ment ion was
made that  l i fe  on Earth could be the resul t  of
c a r e f u l  d e s i g n  b y  a l i e n s ,  s u p e r - i n t e l l i g e n t
robots ,  or  perhaps  leprechauns .  One must  be
will ing to accommodate “alternate points of
view.” 

Regardless of  the ID supporters’  claims,
there  i s  no  sc ien t i f ic  bas i s  behind  th i s  expla-
nat ion.  This  is  evident  when one looks at  their
strategy for  advancing their  cause.  Most  efforts
to expand ID’s inf luence are  targeted at  pol i t ics
and educat ion,  not  the scient i f ic  community.

Proponents  of  intel l igent  design are  so far  f rom
the mainstream of  science that ,  for  the most
part ,  they don’t  even try to convince their  col-
leagues.  Alan Leshner ,  the head of  the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, one
of  the leading organizat ions in  the scient i f ic
communi ty ,  says  that  in te l l igent  des ign is  “not
even a theory.” Even Rev. George Coyne, the
director  of  the Vat ican Observatory told the
ANSA news agency that  “Intel l igent  design isn’t

s c i ence  even  t hough  i t  p r e t ends  t o  be . ”
According to  the  Associa ted Press ,  the  high-
ranking Cathol ic  off ic ia l  sa id  placing inte l l i-
gent  design theory alongside that  of  evolut ion in
school programs was wrong and was akin to mix-
ing apples with oranges.  Members of the Center
for Science and Culture (CSC), a group which
conta ins  near ly  a l l  the  “big  names”  in  in te l l i-
gent  design,  are often referred to as Wedge sci-
ent is ts  because of  their  Wedge s t rategy,  which
aims to  separa te  sc ience  f rom atheis t ic  natura l-
ism. According to Dr.  Barbara Foster ,  a  wri ter
for  Natural  History magazine,  “Wedge scient is ts
have no empir ical  research program and,  conse-
quen t ly ,  have  pub l i shed  no  da t a  i n  pee r -
reviewed journals  (or  e lsewhere)  to  support
the i r  in te l l igen t -des ign  c la ims .”

If  Intel l igent  Design is  based in  science,
as the school boards in Kansas and Dover seem
to feel ,  why won’t  i ts  supporters  work through
normal  sc i en t i f i c  channe l s?  The  movement
seems to  fee l  that  publ ic i ty  i s  more  important
than credibi l i ty .  By exaggerat ing the  impor-
tance of a few cases,  manipulating the contro-
versy-hungry media ,  and focusing on the large-
ly  un in formed  pub l ic  ra the r  than  sc ien t i s t s ,
they  have  es tabl i shed  the i r  pos i t ion  in  the
American consciousness. The CSC’s “Teach the
Controversy” campaign seeks to portray evolu-
t ion as a  theory in cr is is ,  even though a vast
major i ty  of  sc ient is ts  suppor t  evolut ionary  the-
ory.  The CSC produced a l is t  of  100 scientists
who agreed to the statement “We are skeptical  of
cla ims for  the  abi l i ty  of  random mutat ion and
natural  se lect ion to  account  for  the  complexi ty
of l ife.  Careful examination of the evidence for
Darwinian theory should be encouraged.” The
American Associat ion for  the Advancement  of
Science passed a resolution that  “to date,  the ID
movement  has fai led to offer  credible  scient i f ic
evidence to  suppor t  thei r  c la im that  ID under-
mines  the  current  sc ient i f ica l ly  accepted  theo-
ry of  evolut ion.”  The AAAS represents  approx-
imate ly  120 ,000  sc ien t i s t s .

Qui te  a  c r i s i s .
Intel l igent  Design is  not  science,  and

should not  be taught  in  science classrooms.
Science is  a  rat ional  process  based on the scien-
t if ic  method,  which uses evidence to formulate
conclusions.  ID theory s tar ts  with a  conclusion
and manipulates  evidence to  support  i t .  Divine
creat ion has as  much place in a  biology class  as
Bri t i sh  his tory ,  regardless  of  any c la ims of
f i r s t -amendment  r igh ts  or  openness  to  a l te rna-
t ive ideas.  If  ID is  al lowed into public schools,
how long wil l  i t  be before other  pseudo-scien-
t i f ic  re l ig ious  theor ies  s ta r ted  to  s l ip  in  on  i t s
precedent?  Meaningful  and accurate  science
educat ion  i s  absolute ly  necessary  to  mainta in
the  leading posi t ion America  holds  in  sc ience
and technology development .  Acceptance of
Inte l l igent  Design is  a  s tep back from this  s tan-
dard.  Kansas Board of Education member Janet
Waugh said the Board’s decision made the state
“a laughingstock of not only the nation,  but of
the world.” Without  opposi t ion to the spread of
ID, the same could eventually be said for  the
whole nat ion.

“BRING YO A-GAME BITCH, CHECK”
Courtesy of God’s loins

Pol i t ic ians  and companies  are  increas-
ingly talking the talk when i t  comes to renew-
able  energy,  us ing ref ined PR tact ics  and t r i te
“eco-fr iendly” jargon here  and there  to  appear
to be s teadily advancing something the vast
majori ty of  us ful ly support .  You’d think that ,
maybe ,  long-pas t -due  progress  in  th is  a rea  i s
beginning to  take hold,  that  ins t i tu t ional  change
is  f inal ly  beginning to  ref lec t  popular  demand.
But,  that’s not what evidence suggests when you
look at  the changes that  are  happening on a day-
to-day basis ,  here on Long Is land and every-
where.  I t ’s  not  news that  the rosy scenario por-
t rayed  by  ads  and  publ ic  s ta tements  i s  meant
pr imari ly  to  pacify and mold opinion,  not  to
ref lect  real i ty .  LIPA and i ts  aff i l ia tes  are  no
exception.  Just  take a look at  LIPA’s website,
ht tp: / /www.l ipower .org.  There’s  a  lo t  about
“green choices,” conservation,  “clean” energy,
and so on. Or Caithness Energy, LLC, whose
main PR claim is  that  they are one of the

nat ion’s  largest  renewable  energy producers .
The issues ,  events  and decis ions  the  publ ic
tends not  to hear  about ,  at  least ,  unt i l  i t ’s  too
late  to  do anything about  i t ,  comprise that  which
wil l  ac tual ly  impact  us ,  and therefore ,  that
which these companies  would rather  not  have us
see.  That  is ,  unt i l  i t  can be spun in a  way that
people will  begin to say “well ,  of course we need
energy,” even when that’s  not  the issue.  This
d isconnect  i s  an  ext remely  ser ious  i ssue  wi th
dire consequences,  especial ly on the local  level .  

Unfortunately for  LIPA and Cai thness ,
the  proposal  to  bui ld  the  Is land’s  larges t  foss i l -
fuel  power plant  in decades,  in Yaphank,  isn’t
exact ly  being met  wi th  the  publ ic  opinion that
was  the i r  s t ra tegic  a im (par t ly  because  there
isn’t  much public knowledge on which to b a s e
any opinion) .  Unfortunately for  the rest  of  us ,
and for  the  cont inued hope tha t  the  ins t i tu t ions
with the sway wil l ,  by their  very nature ,  ever  be
s igni f icant ly ,  genuine ly   in te res ted  in  tak ing

the offense on ini t ia t ives  that  produce sol id
resul ts  in  the best  interest  of  the people of  Long
Island (and not  just  their  bot tom l ine) ,  i t ’s
probably too late to galvanize any effective
opposi t ion.  And,  i f  i t  comes as  a  surpr ise  that  a
large  foss i l - fuel  power  plant  i s  scheduled to  be
bui l t  in  January in  the  middle  of  Brookhaven
Town, it  seems they’ve done their job. 

But why would the construction of a
faci l i ty  that  would generate  “much needed”
electr ici ty to Long Island need to proceed with
minimal  publ ic  outreach on the part  of  LIPA,
and why would consent  need to be largely man-
u fac tu red?  

Firs t  and foremost  are  the obvious envi-
ronmental  reasons ,  especia l ly  for  the  neighbor-
ing communit ies ,  who wil l  see around 450 tons
of various chemical  oxides,  15 tons of Sulfuric
Acid,  and 63 tons of VOC emitted annually,  to

LIPA’s Hypocrisy
By Brian Wasser

Continued on page 5
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If  Pat  Robertson has a  problem with rain-
bows, he should talk to his God, the one who gave
the rainbow to Noah as a sign that He will  never
des t roy  the  ear th  by  f lood
again.  What a joke: right-
wing  re l ig ious  th rea t s  a re
being made because in te l lec-
tua ls  p re fe r  sc ien t i f ic  ev i-
dence  to  re l ig ious  supers t i-
t ion .  The  in te l l igent  des ign
theory  has  been re jec ted  in
Dover, Pennsylvania – reject-
ed,  perhaps due to lack of
evidence.  Bel ief  in  an inte l-
l igent  des igner  of  the  uni-
ve rse ,  even  be l i e f  in  any
s u p e r n a t u r a l  d e i t y ,  r e q u i r e s
fai th ,  and fai th  is  a  force that
e x i s t s  w i t h o u t  e v i d e n c e .
In te l lec tua ls ,  and  espec ia l ly
s c i e n t i s t s ,  l i k e  e v i d e n c e .
Just  having fa i th  in  some-
thing does not  make i t  t rue.
For example,  I  can have al l  the fai th in the world
that  the  ear th  is  f la t ,  something our  re l ig ious
predecessors  be l ieved,  but  there  has  s ince  been
revealed evidence to oppose this narrow view-
po in t .  I f  sc ience is  control led by re l igion,

fa l se  presuppos i t ions  a re  l ike ly  to  reappear  in
high school  and col lege curr iculums.

I t  f r ightens me to recal l  that  Robertson
was once a  pres ident ia l  candi-
da te .  This  is  a  person who
puts  fear  in to  people  us ing
methods  of  re l ig ious  in t imi-
dat ion:  “I f  there  i s  a  d isas ter
in your area,  don’t  turn to God,
you just  rejected Him from
your ci ty ,”  warns Robertson.
“Don’t wonder why He hasn’t
he lped  you  when  p rob lems
beg in . . .Don’ t  a sk  fo r  he lp
because  he  migh t  no t  be
t h e r e . ”

Rober t son’s  s t a t ements
make me wonder what sort  of
h igher  connect ions  he  th inks
tha t  he  has ;  he  apparen t ly
presumes to know the mind of
God. Robertson has given the
good people of America, as

well  as  c i t izens of  other  nat ions (s ince these
s ta tements  were  a i red on The 700 Club) ,  an
image  o f  an  unca r ing ,  hea r t l e s s ,  r u th l e s s ,
uncompassionate  h igher  dei ty ,  who punishes
innocent  human beings  for  th inking ra t ional ly .

Pardon me,  a l l  fundamenta l  r ight -wingers ,  but
this  is  not  the sort  of  God that  America wants to
recognize – especial ly not  Liberal  America!

According to  an ar t ic le  by Alan Elsner ,
televangelist Robertson warns towns of God’s
wrath (accessible via news.yahoo.com).  “In
1 9 9 8 ,
Robertson warned the ci ty of  Orlando,  Florida
tha t  i t  r i sked  hur r i canes ,  ea r thquakes  and  t e r-
ror is t  bombs af ter  i t  a l lowed homosexual  organ-
izat ions to  put  up rainbow f lags  in  support  of
sexual  d ivers i ty .”  I f  Rober tson has  di f f icul ty
accepting a diverse and colorful  United States of
America,  one which includes racial ,  gender ,
re l ig ious  and sexual  di f ferences ,  he  has  no
bus iness  a t tempt ing  to  represen t ,  in  h i s  run  for
president ia l  candidacy,  a  nat ion whose people
are  a  fus ion of  such contras t ing l i fes tyles .
These differences are  what  make America beau-
t i ful ,  just  l ike the rainbow to which Robertson
is  so opposed.

The  homosexua l  communi ty  seems  to
embrace the signs from God, l ike the rainbow, a
bit  more than Robertson does.  Since these
organizat ions,  who show their  rainbows proud-
ly ,  f r ighten and int imidate  Rober tson,  he  should
take  the  i ssue  up  wi th  h is  in te l l igent  des igner .

No Pat On the Back
By Rachel Eagle Reiter

It’s funny how something you see con-
nects  in  your  brain  to  something else  that’s
seemingly so very different  from what  you say.
Our brain  makes interest ing analogies ,  I  guess .

Last week I went to see Good Night, and
Good Luck,  the movie detai l ing Edward R.
Mur row’s  s t andof f  wi th  Commie-obsessed
Senator Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s.   As I  was
going home, you would think I  was thinking
about how great a newsman Murrow was, or how
different  journal ism was in  those days (Murrow
smoked cigarettes on the air!),  or how much of a
schmuck McCarthy was.

But no,  I  was thinking about torture.   
Many people have interpreted the movie

in terms of Murrow’s profession – an ode to a
t ime when journal ism wasn’t  about  f lashing
graphics  and r is ing decibel  levels  –  and to the
extent that  director George Clooney wished to
accentuate  these  points  by the  a lmost  c laust ro-
phobic  on-air  environment  and Murrow’s  s teely
delivery,  they would be r ight .   But  a  deeper con-
text  l ies  within  the  bat t le  between McCarthy
and Murrow i tself .   

Senator Joseph McCarthy believed that
safe ty  and s t rength  were  th is  country’s  most
important  a t t r ibutes .   He thought  that  to  pre-
serve American ideals ,  he had to break a few
eggs, and intrude on a few people’s freedoms.
He bel ieved that  anything,  a n y t h i n g was okay as
long as i t  kept America safe from Communism.

Murrow rejected that .   He fel t  that
American ideals  were not  things to  be aban-
doned in t imes of  convenience or  bel iefs  that
could be ignored in  the name of  prosperi ty ,
safe ty  or  s t rength .   

Of course,  using this  as  a  foundation,
you could probably ta lk  about  anything f rom
the Patr io t  Act  to  the  r ise  of  mul t i -g lobal  soul-
s u c k i n g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n
between.  But I  wish to focus on torture,  because
i t  is  as  blatant  a  violat ion of  American ideals  of
human r igh ts  as  i t  i s  d i s turb ing  and  harmful  to
th i s  coun t ry .

Tor ture ,  which for  these  purposes  wi l l
be  def ined as  the  inf l ic t ion of  severe  physical
or psychological pain as a tool for (among other
things)  the extract ion of  information or  confes-

sions,  is  considered to be an violat ion of  human
rights  by a l l  but  the  most  v iolent  war lords  and
dic ta tors ,  and  there  a re  t rea t ies  upon t rea t ies
on f i le  that  pledge that  pr isoners  of  war would
not  be tor tured.   I t ’s  a lso unrel iable ,  as  people
wil l  sometimes say anything to  s top the pain ( in
a recent  ar t icle ,  John McCain recal led that ,  to
s t o p  t h e  t o r t u r e  i n f l i c t e d  o n  h i m  b y  h i s
Vietnamese captors,  he told them the names of
the Green Bay Packers’ offensive line, knowing
that would be enough to get them to stop).   I t  is
s ick  and inhumane and wrong by any s tandard .

And yet ,  Bush adminis t ra t ion  off ic ia ls
have not  only jus t i f ied tor ture  as  an interroga-
t ion tact ic ,  but  have,  over the past  several
months ,  fought  harder  to  a l low tor ture  than they
have fought for  any other policy ini t iat ive of
a n y  k i n d .

I t  says  volumes about  our  leaders  that
they are  so hel l -bent  on f inding ways to  make
the use  of  an interrogat ion technique they k n o w
to  be  immoral  and  unre l iab le  pa la table  to
Americans .   They have consis tent ly  a t tempted
to use loopholes and semantics (oh,  they’re not
prisoners  of  war,  they’re enemy combatants)  to
make torture seem okay.   They have consistent-
l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  t o
Americans by saying “well ,  i f  i t  was your fam-
ily in danger,  wouldn’t  you do i t?” which is  not
only  shameless ly  manipula t ive  but  a t tempts  to
app ly  mora l  r e l a t i v i s m  to  an  i dea  whos e
immoral i ty  is  absolute  – yeah,  I  might  tor ture
someone to save my family,  but that doesn’t
make i t  moral ly  r ight ,  and America  i s  supposed
to ascribe to ideals  which are far  above and
beyond that  of  a  25-year  old Brooklyn journal-
is t .   Perhaps most  heinously,  they have taken
perhaps  the  grea tes t  achievement  in  the  h is tory
of  the United Nations and at tempted to put  in
the  t rash  through the  cont inued hi r ing  of  a t tor-
neys  who spend days  and nights  t ry ing to  f igure
out how to make the Geneva Convention treaty
not apply to us.    And why? Because,  just  l ike
McCarthy,  anything,  a n y t h i n g is  okay as long as
i t  keeps  us  safe  and s t rong.

Just  l ike McCarthy’s Commie fet ish did
i r reparab le  harm to  so  many in  h i s  c rossha i r s
and made the country a  laughingstock abroad,

B u s h  a n d  C h e n e y ’ s  t o r t u r e  f e t i s h  h a r m s
America much more than i t  helps  i t .   Using tor-
ture no longer al lows the United States to claim
the moral  high ground,  meaning i t  harms foreign
po l i cy  i n i t i a t i ve s  ( such  a s  Ch ina  r ecen t ly
tel l ing us that  we aren’t  in  any posi t ion to lec-
ture them on human r ights  violat ions) ,  and gives
o ther  na t ions  carte  blanche to torture U.S.
Armed Forces  men tha t  they capture  in  th is  war
or any future wars.   Not to mention the psycho-
logical  harm that  is  of ten inf l ic ted not  just  on
those who receive torture,  but  those who deliv-
er i t .   And, to top i t  al l  off ,  news of the torture
of  enemy combatants  harms the abi l i ty  of  the
United States to present  i tself  as  the good guys
to the mil l ions of  Middle Eastern men and
women debat ing whether  or  not  they should
strap on some dynamite and walk to a crowded
square – or  worse.   All  this ,  again,  for  an inter-
rogat ion tact ic  of  debatable  usefulness  and
undeniable  immora l i ty .   

An apologist  might  say that ,  because
the i r  hear ts  a re  in  the  r ight  p lace  and they  want
to keep us safe,  they shouldn’t  be looked upon
as being evil  people.   Funny; McCarthy’s heart
was also in  the r ight  place and people  think he
was evi l .   A fearful  person might  say that  their
ac t ions  are  necessary  because  they fear  a  s i tu-
at ion l ike  one that  happened around this  t ime of
year four years ago.  I  hope that I  have demon-
s t ra ted to  you that  the  use  of  tor ture  exacer-
bates  that  s i tuat ion more  than i t  prevents  i t .   
So don’t  give the Bush administrat ion the luxu-
ry of a free pass.   Do as Murrow did: take a
s tand,  and make i t  publ ic .   This  is  more impor-
tant  than the  Pat r io t  Act ,  more  important  than
Valerie  Plame,  secondary only to the war i tself ,
and even those who believe the war is  just
should take a  s tand against  what  is  wi th  ques-
t ion a  t rashing of  the  American ideal  that
everyone,  no matter  how depraved or sociopath-
ic ,  wil l  never  be t reated as  nothing less  than a
human being.   To quote Murrow, the continued
efforts by George Bush to condone torture “have
caused a larm and dismay amongst  our  a l l ies
abroad,  and given considerable comfort  to our
enemies .”

We Will Not Walk In Fear Of One Another
By Pizda Huyova

EVIL, SO VERY OLD,
Courtesy of his mom’s virgin vag
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According to a  Washington Post n e w s
report  the  exis tence of  CIA internment  camps
within the European Union nation of  Poland,  and
possibly in the EU potentiate Romania,  was
r e v e a l e d .   S u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s
revealed that  other  nat ions  such as  Spain and
Sweden ,  a l t hough  no t  spec i f i ca l ly  hous ing
internment  camps of  their  own,  have been
nonetheless  u t i l ized  as  s topover  and ext r ica t ion
points  for  del ivery of  pr isoners  to  sa id  camps.
The housing of these camps violates Article 6 of
the European Rulebook, which states that  no EU
member can wil l ful ly al low for  the existence of
any organization that  al lows for the violat ion of
human r ights .   The penal ty  for  violat ing this
entails  revocation of voting rights on the EU
council ,  as well  as st iff  economic fines.

As  tempestuous  a  pol i t ica l  s torm as  th is
s i tuat ion creates  in  Europe,  i t s  re la t ive  impact
of  the  American psyche has  been vi r tual ly  n i l .
No forward moving investigation has been called
for ,  no examinat ion into the factual  information
provided by both the Washington Post  and
Human Rights Watch has been engaged.  Instead,
the people’s  react ion has been apathy,  and the
governmental  reaction has been blame. Blame,
not  a t  the  nat ions  harboring these camps,  nor  a t
the branch of  the government  endorsing i t ,  but
at  the fourth estate  i tself .  The media has  been
cal led to  task for  doing i ts  duty of  del ivering
the t ruth to  the people ,  and the government  is
enraged because they have a  leak in  their
bureaucrat ic  wall .   No,  to  them the t rue task at
hand isn’ t  correc t ing thei r  pol icy  of  tor ture  and
decept ion,  but  ins tead,  keeping th is  informa-

t ion from the people.
This is  the world we l ive in now; torture

and fear  are  used by each s ide against  each
other ,  near ly  indiscr iminate ly .  I f  our  na t ion

rel ies  on deception and pain as  a  means to an
end,  are they not  in danger of  becoming that
which they f ight .  This  is  not  in tended in  the
overly reduct ive manner  that  i t  may seem. I t  i s
meant  in  the  fundamental  way that  our  nat ion
rela tes  to  i ts  people ,  the  presumed source of  i t s

power and base of i ts  mandate.   We hear every
day of  the  increased measures  our  country  i s
wi l l ing  to  under take  in  i t s  c rusade  agains t  i t s
“enemy.” But  they bat t le  the at t i tude of  the ter-
ror is t  and the zealot ,  in  essence the mind of  the
oppositional.   This war can not be won, ever. No
amount  of  tor ture ,  desecrat ion of  r ights  and
bodies,  or  white phosphorous can ever change.
These incidents  only fan the f lames of  intoler-
ance,  and spread the image of  an impending
Empire,  bent  on destroying the ways of l i fe  peo-
ple cl ing to in order  to survive.  

There were mistakes made.   This  has
become the apologetic mantra of the wealthy and
powerfu l  Amer icans  respons ib le  for  pas t  te r-
rors  and in jus t ices  a l layed.  The his tory  of  our
count ry  i s  r idd led  wi th  such  s i tua t ions ,  s tone
je t t ies  of  indecency amids t  a  superf ic ia l ly  t r i-
umphant landscape.   But what  can be done about
these  h is tor ica l  inequi t ies ,  a re  they  forever
re legated to  apocryphal  dramas impossible  to
change? After  al l ,  the chi ldhood maxim of  cry-
ing over  spi l led milk  seems to  reverberate
throughout the l ife of  peoples,  as well  as nation.
We are forced, by no choice of our own, to look
forward to a t ime when social ,  poli t ical  and yes
even racial  tensions are al l  but  a  memory,  or  so
we are told.   This,  however,  is  a practice in
fut i l i ty ,  when the vic t ims of  nat ional  mistakes
are ignored,  and laid to the wayside,  when,  in
the march toward safety ,  our  s tep is  s t i f fened,
and we notice too late our boots and uniform are
made from the f lesh of  others ,  and our neigh-
bors’  bones are grinded into the pavement   upon
which we march.

America Outsources The Terror
By Michael Prazak

TORTURE OF THE PAST SHOULD BE REMEMBERED,
Courtesy of Tyranny, and Fear

On November  9 ,  2005 ,  t he  Br i t i sh
Par l iament  s t ruck down the  controver-
s ia l  Terror ism Bi l l  proposed by
Prime Minister  Tony Blair .  The
bi l l  ca l led  for  an  increase  in
the amount of  t ime a person
could  be  he ld  by  the  author i-
t ies ,  wi thout  probable  cause  or
a  t r ia l ,  under  suspic ion  of  te r-
ror is t  ac t iv i t ies .  Along wi th  the
n e w  “ 9 0 - d a y  r u l e ” ,  t h e
Terrorism Bill  would have given
the Brit ish Government power to
shut  down mosques as well  as  to
disband cer ta in  Musl im organiza-
t ions i t  deems as a danger to socie-
t y .  W h i l e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s
defeated in the House of Commons,
an amendment  was passed that
would allow the Government to
ho ld  t e r ro r i s t  suspec t s  fo r  28
days  wi thout  t r ia l ,  twice  as
long as  i t  had been previously
allowed to do.

The vote also brought
a b o u t  v e r y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d
resul t s .  I t  was  the  f i r s t  leg is-
la t ion  proposed by Bla i r  tha t
h a s  b e e n  s h o t  d o w n  b y
Par l iament  s ince  1997.  But
more  important ly ,  49 of  h is
own Labour  Par ty  members
voted agains t  the  Terror ism Bi l l  in  the  323-290
dec i s ion .

Many bel ieve that  as  a  resul t  of  this ,
Prime Minister  Blair  wil l  be seen as a  weak
leader,  basical ly giving the go-ahead for  mem-
bers of  his  own party to vote against  his  legis-

la t ion without  fear  of  the whip system designed
to keep the par t ies  in  l ine.  The Labour

Party would no longer be Blair’s “poo-
dle” ,  as  Labour  Par ty  backbencher
Paul  Flynn put  i t .  I t  wil l  now be
harder  for  Bla i r  to  push  h is  pro-
posals  through Par l iament ,  espe-
cia l ly  the  ones  concerning educa-
t ion  and heal th  care .

Othe r s ,  however ,  be l i eve  the
defeat  means nothing but  a  piece of
legis la t ion that  jus t  didn’t  make i t .
According to Charles Clarke,  who
at tempted to  take the blame for  the
fai led proposal  away from Blair
by  c la iming  persona l  respons i-

b i l i ty ,  “ I  th ink th is  was  a  very
p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  w h e r e
you had a combination of
genu ine  c iv i l  l i be r t a r i-

ans of the l ikes of David
W i n n i c k  a n d  C h r i s

Mull in,  who are not
se r i a l  r ebe l s  bu t  were
opposed on th is  i ssue ,
combined with a  group
o f  n e ’ e r - d o - w e l l s ,
peop le  l i ke  Bob
M a r s h a l l - A n d r e w s ,
Ian Gibson, who will
vo t e  aga in s t  t he
Government  on  any

issue when i t  comes along.”
The provisions of  the would-be-law also

ra ise  ques t ions  about  the  balance  of  secur i ty
and freedom in Great  Bri ta in  and around the
world.  A sizable amount  of  the Bri t ish people
are actual ly in  favor  of  the Terrorism Bil l  and

the 90-day rule ,  hoping i t  would have made the
country safer .  But  how safe is  a  country where
any c i t izen  can  arb i t rar i ly  be  p icked up  of f  the
s t ree t  and imprisoned,  wi thout  any charges  or
probable cause,  without  even te l l ing family and
fr iends of  the whereabouts  of  the detainees,  for
three  months?  Opinions  about  the  Terror ism
Bil l  are  great ly spl i t  as  many people become
more wil l ing to  sacr i f ice  c ivi l  l iber t ies  for  the
sake of  nat ional  secur i ty  af ter  the  t ra in  bomb-
ings of  July 7,  2005.  While many want to see
potent ia l  t e r ror i s t s  s topped  before  they  can
commit an act  of  terror ,  others are not  wil l ing to
give the Brit ish Government and police forces
that  much power.  As a  ci t izen wri t ing a  le t ter  to
t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  T i m e s p u t  i t ,
“Depr iva t ion  of  l iber ty  wi thout  t ransparent
cause  or  charge  is  punishment  and contrary  to
our  c ivi l ized t radi t ions  and law.”

Great  Bri tain,  as  well  as  the United
States and France,  have to take a step back and
think about  not  just  what  must  be done to keep
their  people  safe  f rom terror ism,  but  a lso  what
must  be done to keep their  people safe from
their  respect ive  governments .  A country  that
sends i ts  c i t izens  off  to  a  war  that  creates  ter-
ror ism ra ther  than f ights  i t  i s  not  a  safe  coun-
try to  l ive in .  A country that  gives  i ts  pol ice  the
power to enter  the homes of  i ts  ci t izens or  place
them in  pr i son  only  under  “suspic ion  of  te r ror-
ism” is  not  a  safe country to l ive in.  A country
that  t reats  ter ror ism as  a  war  that  can be  fought
via  convent ional  mi l i ta ry  tac t ics  ra ther  than
address ing the  root  causes  of  ter ror ism wi l l
cont inue to  be a  target  for  terror is t  act ivi ty  for
years to come.

Controversial Terrorism Bill in Britain 
Defeated By Parliment

By Joe Safdia

THE RIGHT GOOD SIR FROM FUNKYSTONIA,
Courtesy of any good iTunes playlist
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name a few. But this  story has a twist .  In 1994,
an Executive Order  was issued,  committ ing al l
federal  agencies to the concept of  Environmental
Just ice  for  a l l  minori t ies ,  of ten located in  poor
neighborhoods.  The Order was designed to ener-
gize low-income communities to be as tough as
other ,  more aff luent  communit ies ,  in  organizing
and galvanizing opposi t ion to exploi tat ion and
publ ic  heal th  concerns .  The  i ssue  i s  s t i l l  very
much alive today,  since low-income communi-
t ies  are  s t i l l  a lmost  a lways the ones who suffer
most  f rom publ ic  heal th  and environmental  haz-
ards ,  f rom power  plants  and landf i l l s  to  water
qual i ty  and consumpt ion t rends .  The proposed
area for  the energy faci l i ty  is  between Yaphank
and North Bellport ,  both of which are low
income,  and the lat ter  of  which is  heavily
m i n o r i t y .  T h e  a r e a  i s  t h u s  d e f i n i t e l y  a n
Environmental  Just ice community.  But  for  sev-
eral  complex reasons,  LIPA has been successful
in  overcoming the  added hurdles  es tabl ished to
protect  such popula t ions ,  in  an  area  that  i s
a l r e a d y  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  s t r e s s e d  b y
Brookhaven Landfi l l ,  whose expansion went
through due to  s t ra tegic  inclus ion of  h igher-
income,  non-minori ty South Bellport  as  part  of
the area that  “would be affected.”  Fortunately
for  LIPA,  the  increased awareness  in  the  issue
of  Environmental  Just ice s ince the Executive
Order wasn’t  enough to create so much as a peep
from these communit ies.  The plant  would affect
Yaphank,  Medford ,  Coram,  Bel lpor t ,  Eas t
Patchogue, Gordon Heights,  Brookhaven and
other  areas ,  but  even the neighborhoods within
a mile  radius  of  the  plant ,  the  communit ies
whose air  qual i ty  even LIPA admits  wil l  be
affected,  received not i f icat ions that  were sparse
at  best ,  just  enough so that  LIPA and Caithness
could cover themselves.  This  was the f i rs t  many
of these residents  even heard of  the plant .  That
is  not  to say people shouldn’t  make a greater
effort  to stay informed (some people have known
about  the plant  for  a  while) ,  but  i t ’s  not  real ly
the  respons ib i l i ty  of  c i t izens  to  know the
detai ls  of  projects  proposed in a  complicated
legal  jargon,  especial ly low-income ci t izens,
who rarely have the means or  t ime to be
informed in  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  hence  the  ent i re
concept of  Environmental  Just ice.  In fact ,  the
sheer  i r responsibi l i ty  on the  par t  of  LIPA,  evi-
denced by the real-world events  of  the past  sev-
era l  months ,  s tands  in  sharp  cont ras t  to  the
glowing por t rayal  in  the  Environmental  Just ice
sec t ion  o f  LIPA’s  Env i ronmenta l  Impac t
Statement,  as  well  as  to their  portrayal  of  efforts

towards  publ ic  par t ic ipa t ion  and  communi ty
support ,  which are  minimal  a t  best .  In  fact ,
af ter  the personal  experience of  going door- to-
door ,  in  the  immediate  area and beyond,  publ ic
opinion is  a lmost  ent i re ly  in  opposi t ion.  In
LIPA’s own page for community advocacy, the
only  reason for  the  suppor t  tha t  does  exis t
seems to be the creation of “a few jobs,” an over-
s ta tement  a t  bes t .  

In fact ,  the faci l i ty would employ only
25 ski l led individuals ,  a lmost  none of  which are
l ikely to  come from the surrounding area.  This
is  perhaps the most  t roubl ing component  of  the
issue as  a  whole,  and cause for  the most
poignant  opposi t ion.  This  is  because the plant  is
to be buil t  in a 96-acre Empire Zone,  one of 72
in the State.  Empire Zones were created by New
York State to encourage economic and communi-
ty development and job creation in low income
and s t ruggl ing communit ies ,  by making the
zones tax f ree  for  businesses .  Unfortunately ,  a

massive power plant  employing only 25 workers
a lmost  ent i re ly  defeats  the  purpose  of  th is
much-needed Empire Zone, one of only three on
Long Island.  But again,  in these areas,  awareness
is  low and opposit ion is  unorganized.  Not only
would a significant port ion of the economic
potent ia l  for  th is  “d is t ressed”  area  be  taken
away,  ensuring less  potent ial  for  opposi t ion to
future  proposals ,  but  the  communit ies  would get
t he  a i r  qua l i t y  deg rada t i on  a s  we l l .  Th i s
s t e a l t h i l y  c a r r i e d - o u t  i n j u s t i c e  v a l i d a t e s
cla ims that  rac ia l  and economic inequal i ty  i s
s t i l l  ve ry  f i rmly  ins t i tu t iona l ized ,  espec ia l ly
when in the shadow of  profi t -based paradigms.  

That said,  for the rest  of  us,  we need
power,  r ight? Aren’t  LIPA and Caithness only
trying to do what’s  best  for  us and the contin-
ued progress of  our communit ies? I t  doesn’t
take a  cynic  to  see the t ruth.  Firs t  and foremost ,
the new energy faci l i ty would do nothing for
electr ic i ty  costs  on the Is land,  according to a
representat ive at  the town meeting last  week.  I t
would only give us more to use,  which can be
argued as  benefic ia l .  But  there  are  other ,  less
exploitative ways to do so. The new plant would

operate with “combined-cycle” technology.  In
contrast ,  almost  al l  other  power plants  on Long
Island use older  s team-cycle  technology,  which
is  less  eff ic ient .  Upgrading those plants  wi th
the new technology would almost  double the
Island’s 5000 MW generation,  and would actual-
ly  decrease  emiss ions .  The Cai thness  faci l i ty
would only generate 275 MW for us.  I t  would be
a  t e m p o r a r y ,  s h o r t - s i g h t e d ,  e x p l o i t a t i v e ,
dest ruct ive  solut ion to  a  long- term problem,
and is  proving i tself  to  be a  project  that  is
extremely i r reverent  of  the  concerns  of  c i t i-
zens ,  a  pro jec t  tha t  ve i l s  i t s  i r respons ib i l i ty
with makeshif t  arguments  of  meet ing almighty
demand.  Although i t  may take a  l i t t le  more
ef for t  in  the  shor t - t e rm,  and  requ i re  the  re l in-
quishment  of  the opportuni ty  for  the one of  the
largest  energy-generat ing companies in the U.S.
to  be e x e m p t from taxes here,  i t ’s  t ime for  both
LIPA and Caithness to take the ini t iat ive,  so
that  Long Island’s economy and environment can
f lour ish ,  sus ta inably .  After  a l l ,  for  LIPA (or
any pol i t ical  or  economic ent i ty)  to  por t ray
i tse l f  to  the  publ ic  in  a  way that  sharply  con-
t ras ts  to  what  i t  does  behind our  backs ,  only
serves to  undermine and cheapen the facets  of
the  progress  they’re  so  quick to  take up as  thei r
own ,  the reby  spo i l ing  the  hope  tha t  such
p r o g r e s s  w i l l  e v e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m a n i f e s t .
What’s more,  in an age of scare-tactics on the
national  level ,  as  a  way of  fabricat ing support
for  everything from more oi l  ref ineries ,  to
deregulat ion of  environmental  and consumer
protec t ion  laws,  d iminishing c iv i l  l iber t ies ,  and
even preemptive war,  we see the same tactics
being used local ly,  convincing many people that
we need more new facil i t ies,  and that  we’re
always “on the verge” of more blackouts,  thus
creat ing,  and feeding,  a  cul ture  of  resource
r e c k l e s s n e s s .

As i t  s tands now, as  far  as  can be ascer-
tained from a Brookhaven Town Council that
hasn’t  been able  to  give direct  answers  this  past
week,  the f inal  hurdle before approval  is  a  vote
by the Council  at  a  date they haven’t  been able
to provide.  I t  seems ironic that ,  one,  the major-
i ty  of  res idents  are  only  s tar t ing  to  learn  of  th is
proposal now, at  the tail  end of LIPA’s sched-
uled “permit t ing per iod,”  and two,  that  th is
f inal  obstacle  for  LIPA and Caithness  is  t imed
to be shrouded in the chaos of  a changing guard
in Brookhaven Town government. If you would
l ike  fur ther  informat ion on the  s ta tus  of  the
decision, or to tell  the Council  how you feel
about  this  surpr ise ,  p lease  cal l  the  off ice  of
James Tul lo ,  who represents  Dis t r ic t  4  (where
the  p lan t  wi l l  be  bu i l t ) ,  a t  451-6968.

LIPA’s Hypocrisy (cont’d)
By Brian Wasser

Continued from page 2

“. . .non-minori ty South
Bellport...‘would be

affected’” 
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“You Can Do It, We Can Help” made us at the
office happy last  week.  I t  was an act that placed two
voting stat ions in the SAC, Melvil le Library,  and the
Student Union.  This would have a positive effect on
vote r  tu rnout .

Why don’t you vote in USG Elections?  It’s
because you’re a lazy fuck.   What happens when you’re
told to vote?  You go home, eat something, watch TV, and
forget to vote in the election.  Imagine, when you’re on
your  way to  c lass ;  you brush past  a  person s tanding at
a computer.   There’s a l ine waiting for something; you
can’t  quite see what just  yet.   I t’s a voting station.  All
you have to do is take five seconds out of your day and
vote on your way to class.

People say that  you can vote in between classes
by going into the SINC sites.   That’s bullshit .   I  don’t
mean voting in the SINC sites; I mean people won’t go out
of their way to another room (Gasp, I have to go 25 feet
down the hall!?) to vote for an election they don’t have
much  in te res t  in .

Anyway, the act passed, we were going to have
vot ing s ta t ions  and bet ter  voter  turnout  (more than
likely).   Were.   The executive council ,  after  receiving a
price quote from the Elections Board,  decided to veto
the act.   At the last USG Senate Meeting, the Senate tried
to override the veto.   They needed a two-thirds vote to
override the veto and i t  didn’t  happen.  How does that
happen when the  bi l l  passed unanimously?  Everyone
voted “yea” a week earlier-  why not now?

No one asked for an answer to that  question
because  i t  was  overshadowed by the  rampant  s tupidi ty
that  took up half  an hour  ear l ier  in  the  meet ing.

USG has more money than they thought.   An
email  was sent  out  to  al l  c lubs and organizat ions saying

that  i f  they  met  cer ta in  cr i te r ia  they  could  be  ent i t led
to more funding.  Boatloads of clubs applied.  Noah
would have needed a second ark.

The stupidity set  in when the USG Budget
Committee, made up of Senators, hadn’t spoken to USG
Treasurer,  Jackey Wu.  Jared Gross made a motion to
reassign the committees in the Senate.   This would,  in
theory,  put  al l  new committee members in al l  the com-
mit tees.   Amy Wisnoski  immediately objected to the
motion cit ing that i t  was Jackey who was lagging in get-
t ing in touch with the Budget Committee,  not the
Senators involved, herself  being one of them.  During
the twenty minutes of  debate,  Senator Levenburg and
Senator  a l -Shareff i  s ta ted that  reassigning the commit-
tee was fut i le  because the Senate does not  determine the
committee members.   I t  is  left  up to the Chair,  Sam
D a r g u i n ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  P r o - T e m p o r e ,  A m y
Wisnosk i .

They can reassign the committees to be the same
people that  are already there.   The motion fai led when
put  to a  vote but  i f  i t  had passed,  there’s  nothing saying
that  the committees be made of new members.   After  the
motion failed, Michael Cohan made a motion to reassign
just the Budget Committee.   Did you not hear the argu-
ment the Senate had minutes before Senator Cohan?  Go
back to your keg, Mike.

This motion passed because of a couple key
votes.   Senator Levenburg voted for the motion this t ime.
When asked why, he responded that  nothing was going
to change.  He wanted the Senate to realize that the
debate  and motions in  this  case were fut i le .

Af t e r  t he  mee t ing  Sam Dargu in  and  Amy
Wisnoski  reassigned the budget  committee…with the
same people.   Thank you Senate,  for wasting our t ime.
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l

F r a n c e  T r y i n g  t o  D i v e r s i f y  i t s  M e d i a
A s ta te - run  French  te lev is ion  s ta t ion  recen t ly

made Audrey Pulvar,  a  black woman, a news anchor.
This makes Ms.  Pulvar one of f irst  black television
anchors  in  France.  French te levis ion is  not  rea l ly
known for having a diversif ied media,  most  television
anchors are Caucasian.  By making Ms. Pulvar a
pr imet ime anchor ,  French te levis ion is  t ry ing to  be
more representat ive of  i ts  very diverse  society.  This

decis ion comes at  an especial ly  important  t ime in France because,  sever-
al  weeks ear l ier ,  many French minori ty  groups took to  the  s t reets  and
partook in some of  the biggest  protests  France has seen since 1968.  

T r o o p s  t o  R e m a i n  i n  I r a q
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld,  while

appearing on many television news shows,  defended
his  posi t ion that  t roops  wi l l  cont inue to  remain in
I raq .  Recen t ly ,  John  P .  Mur tha ,  Democra t i c
Representat ive from Pennsylvania and also a Vietnam
veteran,  called for the removal of troops form Iraq
within  s ix  months .  Mr.  Murtha argues  that  the  pres-
ence of  U.S.  t roops has only faci l i tated insurgent

groups in get t ing more unif ied.  He also added that  continued presence of
the U.S.  would hinder Iraqi  t roops by not  let t ing them have more control
of their  securi ty.  Donald Rumsfeld did not  give a specif ic plan as to when
troops wil l  begin to be removed from Iraq.  He did explain that  the pres-
ence of U.S. troops at  this t ime was necessary because of the upcoming
Iraqi  elect ions which are to be held in December.   

E x - S a l v a d o r i a n  C o l o n e l  O r d e r e d  t o  p a y  $ 6
m i l l i o n  i n  D a m a g e s

Nico las  Car ranza ,  a  Sa lvador i an  mi l i t a ry
colonel ,  was found guil ty for having committed crimes
against  humanity in  the 1980’s  during El  Salvador’s
civi l  war .  A Federal  Distr ic t  Court  in  Memphis
ordered him to pay $6 mil l ion in  damages.  During the
tr ial ,  Mr.  Carranza revealed that  he had been a  paid
informant of the CIA for two decades.  This verdict

proved to be a victory for human rights groups who have been seeking to
prosecute mil i tary off icials  involved in the wars  in  Central  America,  who
have later  set t led in  the United States .  

R a p e  w i t h i n  a  M a r r i a g e  D e c l a r e d  I l l e g a l  i n
M e x i c o

Mexico recent ly  declared that  rape wi thin  a  mar-
r iage was a  cr ime.  This  decis ion marks the conclusion
of  a  more than 10-year  bat t le  over  the issue.  In  1994,
a majori ty  of  just ices  claimed that ,  because the pur-
pose of  marriage was procreat ion,  rape within a  mar-
r iage was not  a  cr ime.  This  is  a  landmark decision
because i t  gives married Mexican women a more equal

ro le  in  the i r  re la t ionship .  Fur thermore ,  th i s  dec is ion  ensures  to  a l l
Mexican women that  just  because they get  married,  i t  does not  mean that
they  lose  the i r  r igh ts .  

H I V  C a s e  P o s t p o n e d
In Libya, the decision on an HIV case has been

postponed unt i l  January of  2006.  In  2004,  f ive
Bulgar ian nurses  and a  Pales t in ian doctor  were  sen-
tenced to  death  by a  f i r ing squad af ter  they had been
found guil ty of  infect ing 400 chi ldren with HIV when
conduct ing an experiment .  The famil ies  of  the chi l-
dren were outraged when the postponement  decis ion
was announced.  A lot  of  issues  surround this  case.

There have been reports  of  tor ture  from the accused.  The internat ional
community,  the EU and the United States  in  part icular ,  have also cr i t i-
c ized the t r ia l  for  not  fol lowing internat ional  protocols .

C a m p u s

U S G  S e n a t e
The Senate has a new arrival,  Esam al-Shareffi .

Esam was appointed to the Senate by USG President
Diana Acosta  and by President  Pro-Tempore Amy
Wisnoski.   Esam was up for appointment to the USG
Judiciary  in  the  meet ing before  las t .   His  appointment
was met with a vote of ten in favor and eight against.
He needed two thirds of the vote in the room to con-
firm the nomination.   After being appointed to USG

Senate,  there was a resolut ion in the meeting that  was never brought up.
The resolut ion was against  a l-Shareff i  being appointed,  ci t ing that  i t  was
not  the wil l  of  the students .   He was not  voted in but  rather  appointed.
Presumably,  th is  resolut ion is  brought  by the same senators  who voted
against  him a week earl ier .   The resolut ion never  came up for  discussion
in the meet ing and i t  is  l ikely to  show up during the next  meet ing.
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Page 8 Op-Ed

I  have been l iving vegetarian for 7 years
and vegan – one who excludes all  animal prod-
ucts from one’s l ife – for  4 years.  After becom-
ing aware of  the cruel ty involved in factory
farming,  th is  seemed l ike  the  only l i fes tyle  to
which my conscience could lead me; however,  I
w a s  c o n c e r n e d
a b o u t  g e t t i n g
t h e  p r o p e r
n u t r i t i o n .   I
looked to see if
one could possi-
b ly  main ta in  a
h e a l t h y
l i fes ty le   whi le
e x c l u d i n g  t w o
en t i r e  pa r t s  o f
t h e  A m e r i c a n
f o o d  p y r a m i d
t h a t  h a s  b e e n
shoved down my
t h r o a t  i n  e l e-
mentary  school ,
and I  found that
i t  was  poss ib le ,
a n d  t h a t  m i l-
l ions  of  o thers
do so. So, I had
n o  e x c u s e s .
A f t e r  s e e i n g
foo tage  in
v ideos ,  on l ine ,
i n  p e r s o n ,  o r
even just  pictures  of  the way that  over  30 bi l l ion
animals  are  t reated each year ,  I  was touched
personal ly  by the animals’  cr ies  of  pain.  They
seemed to be saying,  “How could this  possibly
be happening to me?” This is why I’m vegan: I am
opposed to  the  inherent  cruel ty  of  these  prac-
t ices and am against  condemning a l iving being
to a l ifet ime of suffering.   The animals are not
able  to  have the sunl ight  warm their  del icate
skin  or  have the  grass  t ickle  thei r  precious  feet :
they are  only  exposed to  dim l ights  or  darkness ,
and concrete .  Above that ,  i t  was the helpless-
ness of  the animals that  motivated me to take
action. Once again, as I looked into the eyes of
an animal  that  had blood dr ipping down i ts
neck, i t  seemed to be saying, “How could this
possibly  be happening to  me?”

All  animals  are  unique  and specia l ,  and,
yes,  they have their  own languages.  They are so
special  that  they have languages and ways of
communicat ion that  we cannot  understand,  even
the ones that  don’t  so much as squeal ,  such as
fish,  or dolphins.  We do not face the gas cham-
ber ,  e lectrocut ion,  or  a  l i fe t ime of  tor ture for
speaking up for the animals.  However,  the ani-
mals do face this,  so we must speak up for them.
The sheer  number  of  animals  k i l led  every year
for  humans’  demand for  meat  is  uncomprehend-
able:  30 bi l l ion,  or  over  three t imes the amount
of people on the planet today (about half  of the
number of humans who have EVER existed on
ear th  throughout  his tory) .  Imagine taking half
of the people who EVER lived (including those
alive now),  putt ing them into cages in which
they can barely l ive (ones in  which they cannot
even turn around) ,  and then,  by the end of  the
day, slaughtering a few ten mill ion of them. By
the end of  the year ,  they would al l  be ki l led.
Within 2 years,  we would kil l  everyone who ever
exis ted.  Is  there  an end in  s ight  for  these  ani-
m a l s ?

The end will  be when we no longer breed
animals  by the  bi l l ions ,  or  even by the  mil l ions ,
in order  to  sat isfy our  taste  buds.  As a  vegan,  I
can honest ly say that  I  do not  deprive myself ,  or
my heal th.  I t  may be inconvenient  a t  t imes,  but
af ter  the f i rs t  month of  get t ing used to i t ,  i t  has
now become no less convenient than answering
my phone or stopping at  a stoplight.  I t’s  some-

thing that  I  do without questioning. I  go down
the health food aisle or  to the health food store
(when i t  is  open) ,  ra ther  than go to  the butcher
or the steakhouse.  When I eat  out,  I  usually go to
an Indian,  Mexican,  Chinese,  or  Thai  restaurant
rather than to McDonald’s or KFC. If I’ve ever

found myself ,  on a  rare
occasion,  at  the s teak-
house for a family event,
I’ve ordered the vegetar-
i a n  i t em  f r o m o n  t h e
menu, or have asked for a
plate of steamed vegeta-
b l e s ,  l e n t i l  o r  t o m a t o
soup,  or  a  veggie-burger,
if  they have one.  If  there
was nothing on the menu,
I  just  asked for  some-
th ing  vege ta r i an .  I ’d
r a t h e r  s p e a k  u p  t h a n
order  an  animal’s  r ibs  or
but tocks .  I  cannot  pic-
ture  mysel f  paying  for
then swallowing meat (  I
c o n s i d e r  t h i s  m u r d e r )
and  da i ry  (which  i s ,  in
a l l  i t s  essence ,  obta ined
through rape) .  Yes,  dairy
cows are RAPED in order
to get  them pregnant  so
t h a t  a n o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,
humans ,  can  d r ink  the i r
milk.  The calves that  are

born as  a  resul t  are  taken away from their  moth-
ers  a t  b i r th  and never  ge t  to  dr ink  the i r  moth-
ers’  mi lk .  They are  ins tead fed an i ron-def ic ient
die t  so  that  their  muscles  wi l l  become tender :
this  is  what we call  “veal .”

Veganism is  not  a  doctr ine of  perfect ion
or a l ist  of ingredients to avoid.  I t  is  a way to
decrease the suffering to which we each con-
t r ibute  on  a  da i ly  bas is  so
that  i t  i s  c loser  to  a  rea-
s o n a b l e ,  n e g l i g i b l e
amount .  We al l  contr ibute
to  suffer ing jus t  by being
alive,  unless  we l ive in the
woods and eat  dir t .  

A n i m a l  p r o d u c t s
are  in  everyth ing because
of the massive number of
a n i m a l s  b u t c h e r e d  e a c h
day. Those of us who are
d r i v e r s  h a v e  p r o b a b l y
accidenta l ly  run  over  an
animal  or  have dr iven into
a moth or  but terf ly.  Even
the t i res  that  we use  on
our  cars  conta in  animal
fat ,  as  do the t i res  on the
p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
system’s  buses .  The paper
we use when we buy books
or  newspapers  has  proba-
bly come at  a  price to the
an ima l s  t ha t  c a l l ed  t he
once-forest  their  home.  By
eating any food that  is  not
organic ,  we are  support ing pest ic ide companies
tha t  tor ture  an imals  in  labs  in  order  to  tes t  the
toxici ty  of  their  carcinogenic  products .  Many
animals  are  shot  by farmers who eat  their  veg-
e table  crops .  Jus t  by  exis t ing ,  humans  are  tak-
ing a huge environmental  tol l  on the planet  and
al l  of  the l i fe  on i t ,  including ourselves,  through
sprawl,  pol lut ion,  water  shortage,  s tarvat ion,
deforestation,  mining,  etc.  Also,  so much of our
food and other consumer goods are wasted each
day that  many people actually l ive off  of  the
trash of  others .  These “freegans” t ry to only eat
or collect goods that would otherwise go to
waste.  By digging through dumpsters ,  they have

actual ly  found an al ternat ive to  working eight
hours  a  day in  order  to  make a  l iving.  Just
think, instead of going to school AND working to
pay for school,  we could all  just  quit  now and
live off  of  everything that  is  being wasted by
o t h e r  c a r e l e s s  a n d  o v e r l y - c o n s u m p t i v e
Amer i cans .

I  am not a freegan because I  admit that  I
l ike some of the luxuries that  come along with
owning a car ,  eat ing out  at  nice restaurants ,
going to concerts ,  and purchasing new clothes
and other goods. However, I am vegan, since I
feel  that ,  al though i t  is  impossible to avoid con-
tr ibut ing to  animal  suffer ing,  i t  i s  not  too much
to ask of me to avoid directly eating animal f lesh
and dairy.  I  a lso have no need to purchase any-
thing with leather ,  fur ,  suede,  or  wool,  as  i t  is
easier  for  me to  avoid these products  that  i t  i s
for the animals to escape from slaughter.  I  go out
of my way to purchase cosmetics,  toothpaste,
household products ,  and deodorant  that  are  NOT
tested on and poisoning innocent ,  defenseless ,
and hopeless  animals .  I t  is  easier  for  me to boy-
cot t  those companies  than i t  is  for  the animals
to escape from their  cages.

Each day, more and more people of this
generation are choosing to avoid animal prod-
ucts  and are  pursuing vegetar ian or  vegan
l i festyles .  Each day,  i t  becomes less  and less
inconvenient to be one of these people. The veg-
e tar ian  food indust ry  i s  growing dramat ica l ly
each year ,  and i f  you walk into  any res taurant ,
marketplace,  col lege dining place,  and,  espe-
cial ly ,  supermarket ,  you may not ice a  huge
increase in the variety and amount of  vegan and
vegetar ian  products  as  the  t ru th  about  fac tory
farm cruelty gets  out  to more and more people.  I
have fun with my fr iends educat ing people
around campus about  fac tory  farm cruel ty  (and
the  tas ty  heal thy  a l te rnat ives  to  meat  and dai ry
consumption) ,  and I  see the rewards as  my fel-

l o w  s t u d e n t s
demand more veg-
e t a r i an  food  on
campus.  Here on
campus ,  we  now
not only have veg-
e t a r i a n  v e r s i o n s
o f  h a m b u r g e r s ,
but  a lso  vegetar i-
an chicken,  beef ,
jerky,  ice  cream,
and  even  cheese
doodles.  You not
n e e d  s a c r i f i c e
y o u r  f a v o r i t e
foods ,  you  need
not  inconvenience
y o u r s e l f  t o  t h e
po in t  where  you
g o  h u n g r y ,  a n d
y o u  n e e d  n o t
memorize  a  long
l i s t  o f  ingred ien t s
to avoid. Veganism
is  about  reduc ing
your  pa r t  i n  t he
suffer ing to  which

we al l  unavoidably contr ibute  and about  joining
a larger movement to end factory-farming com-
ple te ly  by demanding wi th  our  consumer  mus-
c le  tha t  more  cruel ty- f ree  and vegetar ian  a l ter-
natives be made available everywhere,  so that
they wil l  one day take over  the marketplace
more  than they do today. Once faced with the
cruel ty  of  factory farming and the  popular ,
hea l thy  a l te rna t ives  tha t  ex is t ,  the  genera l  pub-
l ic wil l  have no need to continue to eat  anything
that  walks,  screams,  bl inks,  or  has  a  mother .  

See: www.tryveg.org, www.goveg.com for more
info .

Why I’m Vegan 
By Matthew Rammelkamp

VEGGIE FOOD PYRAMID,
Courtesy of Matt Rammelkamp

THE REAL FOOD PYRAMID,
Courtesy of The Man



On Monday November 7t h, Stony Brook’s
Student Activity Board (SAB) sponsored one of
i t s  f i r s t  l ec tures  in  a  se r ies  tha t  wi l l  cont inue
through th is  and  next  semes ter .  Adver t i sements
for  the event  s tated that  Rusty Wilson would tel l
“a unique story and give a sense of l i fe in a war
zone unl ike any you’ve heard.”  My ini t ia l
thought? “Violence,  brutal i ty,  horror – I  must  go
see  th is  lec ture .”  I t  ended up being very di f fer-
ent  from what  I  ant icipated i t  to be.  

Rusty Wilson is  not  your average jour-
nalis t ,  in fact  he isn’t  one at  al l .  He is  a  regular
civi l ian whose past  jobs include working as a
cruise  l ine  di rector ,  a  psychology teacher ,  and
director  of  ac t iv i t ies  a t  a  univers i ty .  His  s tory
begins  wi th  an  adver t i sement  onl ine  for  a
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) position
that was sponsored by Kellogg, Brown and Root
(KBR),  a  subsidiary of  Hall iburton.
Hal l ibur ton  i s  a  mul t ina t ional  cor-
porat ion based in Houston,  Texas
with  revenues  exceeding $20.46
bi l l ion  ( in  2004)  and over  95 ,000
employees .  I t  de l ivers  and bui lds
e n g i n e e r i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d
maintenance projects  such as  a  7
b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  n o - b i d  c o n t r a c t
(wi th  the  US government )  fo r
res tor ing  the  o i l  f ie lds .

KBR was looking for an
indiv idual  to  c rea te  recrea t ional
a n d  m o r a l e - b o o s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s
(MWR) for the soldiers we have
s t a t i oned  in  I r aq .  Because  o f
R u s t y ’ s  ( a s  h e  p r e f e r s  b e i n g
cal led)  previous jobs,  he f i t  the
bil l .  He was warned of the dangers
and condit ions of  l iving in such a place for  a
year  –  mainly scorpions,  snakes,  sand f inding
i ts  place everywhere,  extreme heat ,  and general
lack of  c leanl iness .  After  a  bat tery of  tes ts  and
further  warning,  he decided to go for  i t  anyway,
with a  proper  salary,  of  course.

Rusty arr ived to  l ive  in  a  tent  wi th  20-
30 other  men,  and bare ly  an  a i r  condi t ioner  i f
one was available at all .  He went on to design
act ivi t ies  such as  games,  contests ,  and athlet ic
events  to  keep the  soldiers  enter ta ined and
busy.  Al l  the  whi le ,  he  kept  regular  journal
entr ies  of  his  progress  in  the Orange County
Register of Southern California.

There  are  some important  points  that  I
was in teres ted in  learning about  f rom the lec-
ture .  Rusty  ment ioned three  th ings  to  remember
about Iraq: One, i t  is  a war zone (although not
“your father’s” war zone), Two, the US will be
there for  a  real ly long t ime,  Three,  l i fe  is  more
normal than you think. He did a good job of
descr ib ing  a l l  the  a i r  condi t ioners  tha t  were
being donated to keep the civi l ians and the sol-
ders  on the mil i tary base cool .  He descr ibed
some of  the  bet ter  l iv ing quar ters  that  are

equipped wi th  showers ,  beds ,  and desks  in tend-
ed for one person only,  as compared to large
bunkers .  He specif ical ly  pointed out  how wel l -
nutr i t ioned a l l  of  the  soldiers  are  and what  a
f r iendly  a tmosphere  they keep in  the  cafe ter ia .
But  to  make sure  the people  there  remember
they’re s t i l l  in  a  war zone,  he pointed out  the
numerous  concre te  she l l s  tha t  they  can  run
under  in  case  bombs s tar t  fa l l ing  on  the i r
heads .  

The women in his camp, he claimed, were
t rea ted  qui te  warmly ,  espec ia l ly  cons ider ing
that 20% of the army was women. From his
i n t e rv i ews  w i th  some  f ema le  so ld i e r s ,  he
learned tha t  somet imes  the i r  guy f r iends  might
become overly protective,  but  not  mean, because
they all  know how to kick butt .  To give them-
selves a sense of normalcy,  some female soldiers

wi l l  even  ge t  t oge the r
br igh t  and  ea r ly  on  the i r
only day off to get several
c o m p u t e r s  n e x t  t o  e a c h
o the r  t o  go  shopp ing
onl ine.  What  bet ter  way is
there  for  female  bonding
than shopping? (I  have a
few ideas that  are  way less
s te reo typ ica l . )

Rusty warned us of  the
“image” the media throws
at  us  –  especial ly  that  “ the
ent i re  country is  NOT on
flames.” If  people watching
the news would real ize  that
the  country  is  a  deser t ,  I  do
n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u l d
assume i t  is  in f lames –

what  would there be to burn (oi l  is  too pre-
cious)? However,  he does remind us that  the
country is  one huge ammunit ion dump. Special
mili tary Chevy SUV’s (only the Chevrolet  kind)
are  equipped wi th  antennas  that  b las t  of f  radio
waves in  a l l  d i rect ions  hopeful ly  detonat ing
bombs  known  as  “ Improv i sed  Exp los ive
Devices” (IED’s) before one drives or steps onto
them. I t  jus t  so happens that  the  number  one
mil i tary target  in  I raq is  a  good old American
made Chevy IED detonator.  Whereas,  the number
one non-mil i ta ry  target  in  I raq  i s  c iv i l ians .  

Here are some things we should know:
75% of Iraqi  people hate Saddam. The American
mil i tary  bases  provide paid  jobs  to  I raqi  c ivi l-
ians to keep their  morale up and to show we’re
not  just  there to tear  the place up,  but  that  we do
real ly  care  and want  to  help  them s tand on thei r
feet.  Those same Iraqi’s feel much safer on a
mi l i ta ry  base  then  in  the i r  own country  because
on the base they won’t  be shot  for  barely a rea-
son,  and thei r  bodies  won’t  be  tor tured sadis t i-
cal ly  and ki l led anyway for  one’s  pleasure.  

We should also not  freak out  at  the num-
ber  of  American soldiers  tha t  d ied ,  because
according to Rusty’s data,  “even though we had

150,000 t roops  there  in  the  las t  22  months ,  only
60 were  k i l led  per  100 ,000 by  f i rearm whereas
in Washington DC 80.6 per  100,000 were ki l led
by firearm.” I  guess if  you want to be safe,  you
need to get  out  of  the ghetto and ship yourself
over to a war zone. At least  there you’ll  have air
condi t ioning,  shopping,  and f r iendly I raqi’s .  As
a side note,  I  found that  there were 1,475 US
soldier  deaths  (not  jus t  f rom f i rearm reasons)
p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

What  remains to  be done concerns the
government of Iraq. I  agree with him when he
said that  according to what  he’s seen and people
he’s spoken to,  “Iraq is  not ready to be a democ-
racy. George Bush wants to set  up democracy
there so he can show off and others would copy
and use i t ,  but  most  people  around the world
can’t  and shouldn’t  be a democracy – they are
NOT READY.”  So for now, rebuilding infra-
s t ructure  (schools ,  roads ,  hospi ta ls ,  e tc)  would
be of  greater  benef i t  then to  hurrah at  e lect ions .

As Rusty summarized,  “I  am not  unhap-
py that  I  went ,  ne i ther  d id  any soldier  I  ta lked
to  regre t  thei r  exper ience .”  His  only  regre t  i s
how grossly over-indulgently KBR is  charging
the US government with i ts  prices.  For now at
least ,  his  experience paves the way as  a  vis i t ing
lecturer  in  col lege campuses across the US and
for  a  publ ica t ion.  Rusty’s  previously  publ ished
journal  ar t ic les  as  well  as  new information wil l
be in a book called “Letters From Iraq:  The
Story You’ll Never Get From The Media.”

As I  ref lect  upon this  lecture  I  wonder  i f
this story of Iraq is  one you won’t  only not get
from the media but  also not  get  from your
school.  I  only found out  about this  event because
I  w a s  b o r e d  a n d  b r o w s i n g  t h r o u g h
theFacebook .com “pa r t i e s”  s ec t ion  Sunday
night.  The lecture was the following day in SAC
Ballroom B 8-10pm. That day I saw only one
small  poster  near  Javitz  of  this  event .  Then,
later  on,  the SAC lobby had another  larger
poster  advert is ing i t  -  a  shi t ty job by SAB if  you
ask me.  So many poli t ical  science,  history,  and
pre- law s tudents  (as  wel l  as  any o ther  cur ious
souls) would have wanted to go to this lecture if
i t  was  bet ter  adver t ised,  i f  s tudents  had known
about i t  ahead of t ime. Yes i t  was up on the uni-
versi ty’s  main calendar  websi te ,  but  not  enough
was done about giving people notice before the
weekend. I just hope SAB does a better job of
announcing i ts  events  i f  i t  ant ic ipates  to  make
the  lec ture  ser ies  a  success .  I  and the  other  10
or  so  s tudents  (p lus  addi t ional  5-10 members  of
the SAB) appreciate him coming out here and
giving us  a  f r iendl ier  and more  opt imis t ic  s i tu-
ation of the war that  is  going on in Iraq.
To con tac t  Rus ty  send  an  emai l  to :
Rusty_in_Iraq@yahoo.com
For more information:
KBR  h t tp : / /www.ha l l ibur ton .com/kbr /
Army’s  MWR  h t tp : / /www.armymwr.com/

Iraq: The Story You’ll Never Hear
By Lena Tumaysan

MUSLIM FLAG,
Courtesy of Islam
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By John Cordero

Have you questioned yourself time
and again, what do you truly want
to do with your life? After working

for a few years many post-graduates often
pose that question to themselves. After four
years in the corporate world Anna Yiu,
Stony Brook Class of 2000, was one of
them. She chose to follow her dreams.

Her words are good food for thought
for all students and alumni struggling with
the 'what I want v. what my parents want' or
the 'I thought I liked this but classes and the
real world do not match' scenarios. Both
struggles can grow even deeper in the man-
agement world of 10 to 12-hour grinding
work days.

Anna graduated with a double major
in Business Management and Economics.
She was one of the founders of the first rec-
ognized Asian sororities on campus, KPL,
Kappa Phi Lambda, and was actively
involved with CASB, ASA, and various
local community service projects.

Anna continues to play a vital role in
her community and encourages others to
get involved within theirs. She believes that
there are no limits to what you can accom-
plish. She proves this through her own
story. You can 'visit' Anna’s
and her partners’ 'dream' at
their online store website
www.beadazzlenyc.com.
Some words from Anna:

Not many people have
the courage to follow their
dreams. I, however, was for-
tunate enough to be able to
embark on a journey of
entrepreneurship to pursue
mine. A dream can be as
simple as doing something
you have a passion for. For
me, that passion is jewelry design and arts
& crafts. But arts & crafts is considered a
hobby and people rarely make a living from
hobbies.

Well, my partner and I thought other-
wise and now Let's Beadazzle NYC, an e-

commerce jewelry store, is a reality. We
both worked in the corporate world for over
four years and gradually, as the politics
involved unveiled itself, realized we were
not entirely content with what we were

doing.
But as easy as it was to

complain about being part
of the rat race and remaining
in our comfort zones, we felt
that if we were to be happy
with our careers and our
lives, we had to make a
change. It certainly was not
an easy decision. It required
serious thought, sacrifice,
and risk. It meant giving up
a steady income and invest-
ing time and effort on some-

thing that might not come through.
We began by dissecting the pros and

cons. We realized that in every situation,
whether you succeed or fail, you gain valu-
able experience that you can only get
through taking that chance. Our love for

jewelry and arts & crafts is how we came up
with the idea of a jewelry arts & crafts
store. As we focused more on starting this
business, we realized that it was important
to be as realistic as possible.

The first step was to minimize our
start-up costs so we did not deplete our
funds. The idea of selling our handmade
jewelry online instead of instantly opening
a retail outlet made sense. This would also
give customers a general idea of what they
can eventually create themselves. Our e-
commerce store does not compromise our
dreams but is actually a smarter stepping
stone towards it.

This is still a learning experience for
us. And one thing we have learned so far is
that it is imperative to stay focused on our
mission: to welcome creativity and individ-
uality through jewelry designs while we
maintain a flexible and realistic approach to
reaching our goal. Entrepreneurship
requires hard work, but when it is some-
thing you enjoy, that difference makes it all
the more fun and worthwhile.

Anna Yiu: Inspiration to Find a Career You Love

When SBU Gets It Right… It Really Gets It Right!
By Joy Dutta and Ja Young

The 23rd Annual Distinguished
Alumni Awards Dinner was held
November 17th and for only the sec-

ond time an Asian American was honored.
Dr. Kedar Gupta, founder of GT Equipment
Technologies (GTi), was chosen for the
Distinguished Benefactor Award - for all
that he has given back to Stony Brook!

By the time the evening was over, in a
beautiful setting with great food, other wor-
thy award winners, and a large crowd of
supporters, you knew that for all
her never ending growing pains,
you are proud to be a part of
Stony Brook.

And Kedar Gupta is a per-
fect example of why. He said he
was humbled to have been cho-
sen. "I could have never
dreamt… what I thought was a
simple living of every person
and a $5.50 journey to a dream-
land almost 37 years ago will
result into this celebration."
When he finished his accept-
ance speech, everyone was
humbled by his words.

In a humorous story describing the
chances one takes, Gupta talked of his trip
here. On a stopover in Europe with only $8
in his pocket, he was faced with the oppor-
tunity to eat his first chocolate bar, but at a
cost of $2.50. "I bought it," he said. "If you
can make that kind of journey with only $8,
you can make it with five and half dollars."

Gupta made that same kind of deci-
sion when he founded GTi. Already a VP of
Ferrofluidics Corp and with a family to sup-
port, with a mere $1000 he and partner
Jonathan Talbot began in the basements of
their homes. Today GTi is a recognized
world leader in materials processing and

manufacture of equipment for the photo-
voltaic and semi-conductor industries.

On the trip from India to SBU in the
summer of 1968, Kedar met Chandra
Khattak, another grad student on his way
here. They began as strangers but from that
meeting they would have the same advisor
and become roommates in Roth and life-
long friends. Chandra was at the dinner to
celebrate too. Kedar said Chandra was a
meaningful part of his success; that
Chandra's work and ideas were incorporat-
ed into GTi's products.

As a student in CEAS' Department of
Materials Science, Prof. Frank Wang was
their advisor. He continued to be that long
after Kedar graduated and until Wang's
death. Unfortunately an opportunity that
undergraduates rarely get to experience, the
passing of the 'torch of knowledge' often
creates lifelong partners between Ph.D. stu-
dents and their faculty mentors.

But it was to his true lifelong partner
that Kedar finished his thank-you speech to.
In touching words that the following speak-
ers referred to as being unable to match, he
melted the heartstrings of every woman
there. "And finally, the truest recipient of

this award should not be Kedar Gupta but
Renu Gupta, my wife. It is her choice for
staying with me for so long, from day one.
She pushed me to do the right things.
Supported me when things were getting
tough, when the kids were getting big... she
took care of the family by herself while I
was shuttling all over the world, trying to
find some more business. I could not have
survived without her."

Kedar's idea of "simple living" is an
achievement few attain but it is the classic
immigrant success story that defines

America, and as the SUNY cen-
ter closest to the classic gateway
city for immigrants, defines our
Asian American community as
well.

But Kedar took it a step
further. He joined in the great
American tradition of philan-
thropy. Currently working with
Dean Yacov Shamash, he has
given huge donations, created a
scholarship, gives internships,
and hires alumni!

Thank you Kedar Gupta
for showing the best of what a
person can be - achieving suc-

cess but giving back to help others once like
you - and reminding us that success is more
than what you achieve by title and wealth.
It is also the value of family and friends.
You are an inspiration to everyone!

As for the Awards Dinner, it was an
excellent affair. There are many who
deserve credit but two without a doubt did
the lion's share of the work. They are Preeti
Priya, Alumni Board member and Chair of
this year's dinner, and Sandra Skinner,
Alumni Association Interim Director.
Kudos to all!  

Photos by Joy Dutta of the celebration
are at www.aa2sbu.org/gallery/GuptaAward

[AA]2 - ASIAN AMERICAN
NETWORKING - SOCIALIZING

VOLUNTEERING

Monthly events from singles socializing
to career networking, family outings,

and cultural and sporting events.

[AA]2 was formed by Stony Brook
University alumni, former student leaders

in Asian interest clubs. Now they have
‘special others', co-workers, and friends
who were not from the Brook - but all

want to be involved with each other and
the Asian American community.

So beginning December 8, 2005 there will
be something each month for everyone.
First up for the city 21-34ish crowd is

Happy Hour at Bar 515
in Murray Hill - the ultimate sports bar

with wide screen TV's in front and a
waterfall wall and music in the rear.

Check it out on the AA E-Zine calendar at
www.aasquared.org/calendar/calendar.pl

Besides monthly happy hours planned
events include dim sum in Chinatown

for the Lunar New Year, ski trip,
Philharmonic in the Parks (Big Apple
and LI), apple picking upstate, wine

tasting on the North Fork, and lots more!

Enjoy the rivalry second only to Mets v.
Yankees - the Islanders v. Rangers!

[AA]2 block booked seats at MSG on
April 11 at 7pm. First come, first served.
$45 for tix that would cost $48 and $5 is
a tax deductible contribution. [AA]2 is a

501(c)3 charity too! Not only for fun
things, but giving students internships,

putting on workshops and events, and lots
of other good stuff. Reserve your tix by

e-mail to aa2aaezine@yahoo.com

Network

www.aa2sbu.org/aaezine in SB Press Vol 1 No 5 November 2005 Weekly meetings Sunday nights at 7PM in our office Student Union 071.

Courtesy of Joy Dutta
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Random and quest ionable
shit going on in TV land, as Page
Kennedy, a guest star on ABC’s
hi t  show Desperate Housewives
was f i red  two weeks  ago.
Kennedy played Caleb,  a fugi-
t ive  e i ther  h id ing or  be ing held
capt ive  in  Bet ty  Applewhi te ’s
(Alfre  Woodard)  basement .

The reason given for the
f i r ing was “ improper  conduct” .
A l though  no  fu r the r  de t a i l s
were provided,  an anony-
mous source  has  sa id
that  no other  actor  was
involved in the al leged
misconduct .   Even with
that  b i t  of  informat ion
i t’s  diff icul t  to  know
exact ly  what  happened.
A n y  a t t e m p t s  t o  g e t
more information from
t h e  p r o d u c e r s  o r
s p o k e s p e r s o n s  h a s
b e e n  r e t u r n e d  o n l y

wi th  s i lence .
Kennedy is an actor who’s had a few

roles  in  the  past  few years ,  but  nothing
major .   He’s  c la imed that  Despera t e
Housewives is  the biggest  role he’s ever
had,  and that  i t  would be the role  that
would make him famous.  That was, of
course,  before he was f i red.

The producers  have said  that  the  role
will  be recast.   Ugg.

DDeessppeerraattee  HHoouusseewwiivveess  Actor
Fired for “Improper Conduct”

By David K. Ginn

Peter  Jackson’s remake of  the classic  f i lm
King Kong i s  approaching i t s  December  14
opening date.  Universal  Studios has invested
heavily in this movie.  The budget for the movie,
s tarr ing Naomi Watts ,  Jack Black,  and Adrien
Brody,  was or iginal ly  set  a t  $175 mil l ion,  but
has  run  up  to  $207 mi l l ion ,  inc luding  $20 mi l-
l ion for  Jackson.  The 1933 original ,  by compar-
ison,  cost  about  $8.8 mil l ion in today’s  dol lars .
M a j o r  m e r c h a n d i s i n g  a n d  t i e - i n  p a r t n e r s
include Volkswagen,  Toshiba,  Burger  King,
Nestle, Kellogg’s, Chase bank, the City of
New York, Pringles, and the New
Zealand Post.

Al though s igns  point  to  th is  f i lm
performing very well ,  some people
are concerned about  being able to
make back the cost  of  such an expen-
sive f i lm af ter  a  summer that  saw
several  b ig-budget  f lops .  Others  are
m o r e  o p t i m i s t i c ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e
s t rong  l ineup  o f  ho l iday  movies ,
i nc lud ing  King Kong,  Harry Pot ter
and the Goblet of Fire (which cost
about  $150 mil l ion to make),  and T h e
Lion,  The Witch,  and The Wardrobe
(wi th  an  approximate ly  $170 mi l l ion

budge t )  wi l l
draw crowds
to  thea te rs .

Jackson’s KKiinngg  KKoonngg  Remake
a Heavy Risk for Universal

By Dr. Albus Fistfuck

Actress  Maggie  Grace ,  who p layed
Shannon Rutherford on ABC’s hit  drama L o s t,  i s
opt imist ic  about  her  future .   This  comes just
days  af ter  her  f inal  appearance as  a  regular  on
the show.

Towards the end of last  season, we saw
Shannon’s  s t ep-bro ther ,  Boone  Car ly le  ( Ian
Somerhalder)  per ish  af ter  be ing crushed by a
Beechcraft  plane he was investigating.   For the
rest  of  the season we saw a different  side of the
character ,  as  she learned how to deal  with loss ,
love,  and matur i ty .

But then she died.  Some people are sad.
Some people are happy.  But what about Maggie?
Grace  has  sa id  in  in terviews that  her  fu ture
looks br ight ,  and that  she’s  happy that  she has  a
chance to explore a  career  in  f i lm,  which she
wouldn’t  be able to do otherwise.

By David K. Ginn

LLoosstt?? Not
Exactly
Forever

THERE SHE IS.  THOSE ARE, APPARENTLY, REAL.
SHE’S GONE, BUT HER BODY WILL NOT BE FOR-
GOTTEN.  ...FOR THE BURIAL, PERVERTS.  FOR
THE FUCKING BURIAL.
Courtesy of Lost-media.com

In the next
Entertainment News,

we find out why Finland
loves Conan O’Brien so
damn much.  Melanie
Donovan gives us the

exclusivve report.
EExclusivve.

And in the next EN
Editorial Space, we talk
about what happens in

the issue after that.
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Wal-Marts  are  popping up everywhere,
from the eleven we have on Long Island (Nassau
and Suffolk Counties)  to the remaining 3,232
stores  across  the Unites  States .   There are  three
types of Wal-Marts:  Discount Stores,  which are
very large (100,000sq f t )  and do not  contain a
supermarke t ;  Supercenters ,  which  a re  r id icu-
lously huge (187,000sq f t )  and do contain a
s u p e r m a r k e t ;  a n d  N e i g h b o r h o o d  M a r k e t s
(43,000sq f t ) ,  which are kind of  l ike a  King
Kullen or Shop & Stop (grocery plus pharmacy).

The regular  Wal-Mart  commercial  fea-
tures  a  smil ing associate  claiming how happy he
or she is  to be working there,  how much Wal-
Mart  does for  famil ies  and communit ies ,  and
how the bouncing,  happy,  smiley-face cont inues
to “cut  back pr ices  everyday.”  

A f i lm presented  a t  the  Hunt ington
Cinema Arts Center this  Monday, November
1 4t h,  revealed  the  t ru th  about  the  h ighes t -
grossing company in  the  world  this  past  f iscal
year .   WAL-MART: The High Cost of Low Price i s
a  shocking documentary of  the hideous prac-
t ices  that  take  place  in  th is  s lave- labor  corpo-
r a t i o n .

I  found out  about this  movie through a
friend of mine who is  working for Jobs With
J u s t i c e , a  Long Island-based coal i t ion of  unions
and community organizat ions that  campaign for
worker’s  r ights .   Jobs  With Just ice  sponsored
the release of  this  f i lm at  the  Cinema Arts
Center .    Jobs With Just ice is  a lso sponsoring
events  in  the region to protest  against  Wal-Mart
by mobil izing many other organizations.   You
can f ind out  more about  this  organizat ion and
their  var ious  campaigns on their  websi te  (see
below). 

The event  s tar ted out  wi th  the  di rector
of Jobs With Justice, Jim McAsey, who gave a
short ,  yet  effect ive,  speech as  an introduct ion to
the f i lm.   J im has been with the organizat ion
since 2003.   He l is ted some stunning facts ,
informing the  audience,  “ there  are  36 mil l ion
people in the US who live below poverty (which
is  considered to be $19,350 for  a  family of
four).”  He mentioned how many grassroots
organizat ions (more than eighteen) are get t ing
together to protest  Wal-Mart’s  pract ices.   He
stated,  “This week,  the campaigns against  Wal-
Mart  mark the biggest  week of action by all
grassroots  organizat ions combined.  Grassroots
empower local  community members by inform-
ing them about  issues  which otherwise might
have gone unnoticed.”  Final ly,  he requested
that  people to sign up for  l is ted events .   One
such event was a mock “Bake Sale” where cook-
ies  would be sold and the protesters  would act
out  one of  Wal-Mart’s  nasty pract ices:  hir ing
only heal thy people so that  they didn’t  have to
give  workers  heal th  insurance .

The movie started with the CEO of Wal-
Mart,  H. Lee Scott,  lecturing on a platform in
front  of  thousands of  cheering people in  a  s tadi-
um or concert  venue.   He was saying bright,
happy things ,  the  same quotes  heard on the te le-
vision’s Wal-Mart  commercials .   These happy
cl ips  were  in terspersed  wi th  longer  scenes
about  s tories  of  famil ies  s truggling.   They are
struggling for  many reasons.   For  example,
there  i s  a  ghos t - l ike  absence  of  fami ly- run
businesses  because  they are  being edged out  by

Wal-Mart’s  low prices and high profi ts .   There
is  a lso  the  problem that  individuals  working
fu l l - t ime can  bare ly  feed  the i r  fami l ies  ( the i r
paycheck sometimes cycles  back into the Wal-
Mart  coffers ,  s ince their  meager  earnings can
only afford shopping there) .   In  addi t ion to  this ,
the  workers  have no heal th  insurance and are  in
fact  encouraged to apply for  government health
care (Medicaid).   Sometimes they must choose
between health insurance and food,  and,  al l  too
of ten,  despi te  working ful l - t ime,  they may s t i l l
need to be on welfare.   Wal-Mart  takes in enough
revenue to  be  considered the  33rd highest  econ-
omy in the world, and its GDP would be between
those of Ukraine and Colombia.  So, what is going
o n ?

The managers who work at  Wal-Mart
i l legal ly  change the  t ime workers  put  in  per
week so that  the company is  not  obligated to pay
overtime wages.   Wal-Mart refuses to put video
cameras onto the exter iors  of  s tores  that  have
incidences of  cr ime,  even though customers are
raped,  shot ,  and car jacked in  the  parking lots
whi le  there  are  more  cameras  than necessary
inside the s tores themselves.   Some Wal-Marts
have bags of  chemicals  (pest ic ides ,  fer t i l izer ,
e tc . )  s i t t ing in  the rain,  leaking into the local
town’s  water  supply.   When environmental
agencies confront  Wal-Mart ,  no one responds to
these  phone  ca l l s  or  inqui r ies .  

In  summary,  Wal-Mar t  per forms repet i-
t ive ,  widespread,  b la tant ly  i l legal  and immoral
act iv i t ies ,  greedi ly  cheat ing i t s  way in to  sky-
high profits  at  the cost  of people’s l ives.   Then
again,  maybe we can’t  be too surprised,  s ince
this  is  how many high-grossing companies  prof-
it .   So far,  I  have not mentioned the conditions of
workers  overseas ,  especia l ly  those  in  countr ies
l ike China and Bangladesh,  which is  another
long discourse.   In addit ion to the examples I
mentioned here,  the movie gives many more.   As
one campaign against  Wal-Mart  s tates,  “Wal-
Mart: Low Wages, Low Morals, Always.”

So what  about  other  franchises,
corporations l ike CVS and Target?
Do those get wiped out too?  In
rura l  Amer ica ,  yes ,  they  a re
being taken over ,  but
in  many o ther  p laces
they  s t i l l  have  the i r
share  of  customers .  

P e o p l e  a r e
f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t
Wal-Mart  moving
into  the i r  towns .
The f i lm fea tured
an  i n t e rv i ew  o f
one such woman
( t h e  s c e n e  w a s
s h o t  i n s i d e  h e r
l a r g e ,  a f f l u e n t
home).   I t  seems
l ike  you need to
be  r i ch  in  o rde r
to  s tar t  a  cam-
p a i g n  t o  r a l l y
against  a  corpo-
rat ion.   The poor
can’t  afford to si t
a t  home planning
a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e

these.  In the end, r ich or poor,  people who join
together to fight against  the movement of these
giant  corporat ions  in to  their  community  get
results .   In the U.S.  alone,  hundreds of  success-
ful  local  campaigns have prevented even more
Wal-Marts  f rom spr inging up.   

I  was  surpr ised  to  learn  tha t  Queens
County (NYC) has also fought and won a battle to
keep out a Wal-Mart .   Legislat ion was passed in
Suffolk County to l imit  the amount of square
feet  that  any single company may own at  a t ime.
S imi la r  l eg i s l a t ion  was  b rough t  to  Nassau
County,  where  resul ts  are  yet  to  be determined.

The fi lm leaves the viewer to wonder
w h e t h e r  f o u n d e r  S a m  W a l t o n  ( 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 9 2 )
intended an a l l -encompassing corporat ion.   The
documentary is  an effect ive one,  shot  and edi t-
ed very well .   The hall  in which the showing was
held ( i t  had seats  for  a t  least  200 people)  was
ful l ,  with many people s tanding.  I  wish I  had
seen more  youths  there ,  but ,  a las ,  the  e lder ly
(65+) made up a large percentage of  the audi-
ence.  

You can join the fight against Wal-Mart
or  f ind out  about  other  local  act ions by:

1. Contacting Jim directly: Jim@jwj.org
(prefer red  method)  or  

2. Joining Stony Brook’s Social Justice
Al l i ance .

To visi t  the Jobs With Just ice website go
to www.jwj.org

E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  v i s i t  C i n e m a  A r t
Cen te r ’ s  webs i t e  h t tp : / /www.c inemaar t scen-
t re .org /  (or  ca l l  631-423-3456)  to  see  loca t ions
and calendar  of  lectures ,  events ,  fes t ivals ,  inde-
pendent  f i lms  and popular  fea tures .  

WAL-MART: The High Cost of Low Price
By Lena Tumasyan

HH ee yy ,,   WW hh oo   OO rr dd ee rr ee dd   tt hh ee   RR ee vv ii ee ww ss ??HH ee yy ,,   WW hh oo   OO rr dd ee rr ee dd   tt hh ee   RR ee vv ii ee ww ss ??
MM oo vv ii ee ssMM oo vv ii ee ss
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HH ee yy ,,   WW hh oo   OO rr dd ee rr ee dd   tt hh ee   RR ee vv ii ee ww ss ??HH ee yy ,,   WW hh oo   OO rr dd ee rr ee dd   tt hh ee   RR ee vv ii ee ww ss ??

A few weeks ago, ravaged by hunger, I
d r e d g e d  u p  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  P e r r y
Goldstein,  director of Stony Brook’s Arts and
Humanit ies  Department,  had made to my LIA
class .   He’d s tar ted up the Internat ional  Fi lm
Series at  the Tabler Café which airs  a foreign
fi lm each Friday at  7.   Well ,  lemme just  say that
I was won over when he mentioned that a f t e r t h e
movie,  the audience is  invi ted to discuss what
they’ve just seen over free pizza.  “You should
start  going to these screenings,” growled my
stomach,  an organ that  more or  less  dictates  my
l i f e .

Not expecting much,  I  f inal ly dragged
myself  and a fr iend (who rules)  to the November
1 1t h screening of  Freder ico Fel l ini’s  A m a r c o r d.
What a fool I was to go into this event with only
food on the brain!  This movie kicked ass.   I
laughed and laughed and then fe l t  d iscomfi ted
that  I  was  s t i l l  t ry ing to  brea the  through s t i f led
giggles,  the joke having long since passed.  It
was funny and sad and lovely.   This was a f i lm
r ich  wi th  indel ib le  charac ters  and images .

The  l a s t  s c reen ing ,  P i e t ro  Germi ’ s
Divorce – Italian Style,  was (I couldn’t believe
i t )  even bet ter .   In  between snickering about  the
goofy protagonist ,  Ferdinando Cefalú (Marcello
Mastroianni) ,  the  audience is  exposed to  a  sharp
cr i t ique of  Sic i l ian  cul ture .   Under  the  I ta l ian
law, in which divorce is  i l legal ,  Ferdinando
plots  to ki l l  his  wife so that  he may be with the
doe-eyed teenager,  Angela (Stefania Sandrel l i ) .

Oh yes – this  movie is  about  murder but  i t ’s
h i l a r i o u s  a n d ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I  a l w a y s  f o u n d
Ferdinando to be a  sympathet ic  character .   Who
cares if  he’s going to murder his wife?  She’s
annoying him so she clearly has i t  coming.

Afterwards ,  Professor  Jacquel ine  Reich
went over key points  in the movie and brought
up some neato  fun fac ts .   Did  you know
Mast ro ianni  was  rea l ly
against  showing his  legs
on footage?  That’s right;
Mas t ro iann i  had  sk inny
legs he did not  want to
f lash around.   The things
you learn on an other-
w i s e  w a s t e d  F r i d a y
evening…

Prior  to  a t t end-
ing, I’d read a few unin-
s p i r e d  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e
se r i e s ,  o f  wh ich  I ’ l l
re f ra in  f rom c i t ing  the
s o u r c e .   S e r i o u s l y
though, do no t  p a s s  t h i s
opportunity over.   I’ve
missed al l  of  September
a n d  O c t o b e r ’ s  s c r e e n-
ings.  Why?  Because I’m
lazy and I  wasn‘t  expect-
ing much.  Don’t make
the same mistake.  Go
c h e c k  o u t  t h e

Internat ional  Fi lm Series  on December 2n d t o
watch the Bruce Beresford f i lm Breaker Morant.
This one’s in English so you needn’t  even worry
about  craning your  neck around the  ta l l  guy in
front  of  you to  read subt i t les .

The International Film Series: More Than Just
Free Food

By Stephanie Hayes

MM oo vv ii ee ssMM oo vv ii ee ss

THIS WAY TO PROFOUND CINEMA,
Courtesy of Matt Willemain

How do you spell Pedro?  P. E. D. R.
Oooooohhhhhhhh!
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Oh yes!  A play l ike this  is  the reason I
enjoy going to  the  theater .   Escape From
Happiness  by George F. Walker, let me escape
from real i ty  in to  happiness .   The play was put
on by the Long Island Play projects Nov 10-11,
17-20.   A dysfunct ional  fami ly ,  corrupt  cops ,
l e s b i a n s ,
c r i m i n a l s ,
p o r n ,  d r u g s
and an over-
a l l  c o m-
pe l l i ng  s to ry
l e f t  m e  i n
h y s t e r i c s .
T h i s  s h o w
was not  only
r e a l l y  e n t e r-
t a i n i n g ,  i t
a l s o  h a d  a
good message
abou t  one ’ s
p e r s o n a l
r e s p o n s i b i l-
i ty  to  c rea te
their  own good fortune.

I’d l ike to give a personal congratula-
t ions to  everyone involved in  this  product ion
because they truly gave me something worth
while.  This show was one of the best I’ve ever

seen!  To Jaclyn Bouton, Katelyn Gleason, Kim
Furano,  Megha Nabe,  Kevin Vil laran,  Alex
Geissbuh le r ,  Michae l  Hemswor th ,  Rober to
Tibureio,  Rob Walsh,  Odalis Hernandez,  Louisa
Johnson and their  director  Deborah Mayo,  I  fel t
the acting was phenomenal.   The choices that

were made were clear  and consis-
tent.   I  was close to the stage, and
never saw a moment of anyone slip-
ping out  of  character  which let  me
real ly  be  drawn into  the  s tory .   

The set  was a ki tchen and i t  was
incredib ly  rea l i s t ic  –  so  de ta i led
that  I  never got  bored looking at  i t
for  the  two-hour  durat ion of  the
play.   The l ight ing aided the set
a n d  t h e  c o s t u m e s  w e r e  w e l l -
designed.    All  the scene changes
were  done  quickly  and quie t ly ,
accompanied by pleasant  c lass ica l
m u s i c .

I  sat  in  the audience wishing I
could be a part  of  that  play.   The
actors  seemed l ike  they were  real-

ly enjoying themselves,  which helped me, as an
audience member,  enjoy myself.   Being involved
in a play takes a lot  of work,  many long hours
spent  every  day af ter  f in ishing hours  of  c lass-
es .   Thankful ly  for  the  folks  in  th is  p lay i t  has

al l  paid off ;  they truly came together  and made
thea ter  happen.   Escape From Happiness w a s
awesome, a really fun play.   

Unfor tunate ly ,  the  run  of  th is  p lay  i s
over but  there’l l  be much more in the l ine of
great  theater  to  look forward to  from students  in
the Theater  Department .  The next  show that
there  is  no way you should miss  wil l  be  in
Stal ler’s  Theater  III .   Pocket  Theater  presents
The Shape of  Things Dec 2-4 and i t ’s  only a  $3
suggested donation!

EEssccaappee  ffrroomm  HHaappppiinneessss:: A Happy Review
By Adina Silverbush

YOU KIDS STOP KIDNAPPING AND GO TO  BED!
Courtesy of Steve Marsh

WE’VE GOT GUNS AND WE’RE JUST SLIGHTLY
AFRAID TO  USE THEM !
Courtesy of Steve Marsh

I t  was  your  typical  s tory:  A bl ind date
turns  in to  a  l i fe  th rea ten ing  s ta lker  s i tua t ion .
Ok, well  maybe not  that  typical .   Boy Gets Girl
by Rebecca Gilman, directed by Lauren Rosen
was presented in Stal ler’s  Thearter  II  on Nov. 3-
6,12,13.   I  at tended the show’s
last  performance as  an Usher .   I
can’t  say this  is  a  show for
everyone as i t  lef t  me with a
feeling of eeriness.  Not what I
typical ly  go to  the  theater  for
but  def in i te ly  memorable .

Let  me s tar t  by  c lear ing
things up… in the last  issue of
The  Pres s two  a r t i c l e s  were
wri t ten  reviewing th is  p lay  and
they were val id  reviews except
that  they made one major  error;
Gilman has made three versions
of Boy Gets Girl so,  the vers ion
those reviewers  read was actu-
a l ly  not  the  p lay  preformed.
Al l  tha t  s tuf f  about  l ines  be ing
added and such is ,  in  fact ,  not
t rue .   

Another  point  before  I
get  in to  my opinions of  the
play… I was ushering for the
f i rs t  t ime and exci ted  about  i t  ( I
had to for my THR 115 class)
and you wouldn’t believe how
many people came late to the show.  At least  20
people came well  af ter  the show started.   This  is
p re t ty  rude  to  the  ac tors  and  d i s tu rbs  o ther
audience members .   After  a l l ,  th is  i s  l ive  the-
ater .   There are real  people on stage and you

can’t  rewind them!  This  par t icular  play had a
very  impor tant  f i r s t  scene  tha t  they ,  unfor tu-
nate ly ,  missed!

The play is  about a New York reporter
Theresa (Sophie Vanier) who goes on a blind

date with Tony (Eric C. Webb).
Things seem great  and the two
hit it  off.   However, after a sec-
o n d  d a t e  a n d  f l o w e r s  a n d
phone ca l l s  in-between,  th ings
no longer seem so great.   We
only see Tony one more t ime
but  h i s  p resence ,  th rough le t-
ters  and phone messages ,  are
scary to say the least .   Tony
was  r ea l ly  good  a t  be ing
creepy.  I  was on the edge of
my  sea t  j u s t  l i ke  The resa ,
a f r a i d  o f  h i s  p r e s e n c e .
Theresa’s  co-workers Howard
Siege l  (Rober t  Colp i t t s ) ,
Harr ie t  (Ashley Straw),  and
Mercer Stevens (Brian Avery)
added  very  unique  and  d i f fe r-
ent  perspect ives  to  Theresa’s
stalker  s i tuat ion.   Each,  I  fe l t ,
w e r e  v e r y  w e l l - s u i t e d  f o r
t he i r  r o l e s .   Les  Kennka t ,
played by Jonah Rosenberg,
was  an  e lder ly  adul t  v ideo
d i r e c t o r  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n

“enormous breast”.   I  got that he was a sweet,
lovable,  pervert ,  but  i t  was hard to  imagine this
ful l ,  brown-haired man as  someone in  thei r  70s .
If  they’d said 40,  I  wouldn’t  have questioned i t .
Kat Sarfas played Madeline Beck, a female cop

who specializes in stalkers.    I t  was a good
choice by Gilman to make this  character  a
female because we see the bond this  creates
between her  and Theresa.   She’s very procedur-
al  in  the  way she handles  the  s i tuat ion,  which
adds to  the eer iness  of  the play,  that  s ta lking of
this  nature is  far  too common to even raise an
eye.  Theresa was played extremely wel l  by
Sophie,  who gave her  a  real is t ic  character  pair-
ing s t rength with fear  and power with meekness .

T h e  s t a l k i n g  p r o g r e s s e s  s o  m u c h
throughout the play that  Theresa can’t  go home,
has to change her phone number,  can’t  ever be
alone,  and eventually has to change her name
and leave the state!   Scarier  though is  the fact
that  Gilman based the s tory on real i ty.   Gilman
wrote the play because “as a society we tend to
dehumanize  each other  through prejudice ,  sex-
ism, economics,  or  the Internet .  At some point
we need to stop…”.  The play seemed like some-
thing that  maybe would be shown in one of those
high school l ife classes to show people the
severi ty of  s talking.   I t  was scary and,  al though
very well  acted and produced,  lef t  me with a bad
feeling,  which is  of  course what i t  was str iving
for.   The message of the play was quite loud and
received.  

The play ran smoothly and I’m sorry to
the cast  for  some louder  audience members .
When you are going to see l ive theater i t’s not
recommended to shout out how you feel  about
the play to  the rest  of  the audience.  I  heard “bad
acting” yelled by this one girl ,  and “Oh My God
he’s 70!” by her fr iend.  Save your opinions for
after the show.  Hey!  Why not write a review
about  i t  for  The Press?

BBooyy  GGeettss  GGiirrll:: Let’s Clear Things Up
By Adina Silverbush

CONSUMATION TIME!
Courtesy of Horny Newlyweds
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It’s  nice to know that  the professors,  who
are  teaching you and cr i t iquing your  ar twork
are very much accomplished in their  own work.
Every two years the Stony Brook’s art  depart-
ment’s  facul ty  puts  the i r  a r twork on exhibi t .
The SBU Facul ty  ar t  show is  current ly  running
in the  Stal ler  Art  Gal lery through December
1 4t h.   There are a wide variety of artwork medi-
ums,  as  there  are  many di f ferent  types  of  ar t
offered for  s tudy.   Paint ings ,  sculptures ,  e lec-
t ronic  mixed media  ins ta l la t ions ,  and o ther
works on paper.  Every piece won’t  be your
favori te  but  the show is  exci t ing in  i ts  var ie ty .
Here’s a chance for everyone to see what Stony
Brook’s faculty really has to offer.   From robot-
ic  but te r f l ies ,  t rad i t ional  landscapes ,  co lor fu l
scu lp tures ,  and  a  ske le ton  f i l l ed  ne t -  there  i s
something for all  to enjoy.  It’s awesome because
if  you see something you real ly l ike,  you may be
able to learn how to do it .   I t’s free and it’s
something to do on campus!  Gallery hours are
Tues-Fr i .  12pm-4pm, and Sat .  7pm-9pm.  

SBU Faculty Exhibition
By Adina Silverbush

BB oo oo kk ssBB oo oo kk ss

If  you ever wondered what i t  would be l ike
if  you were to s tep back two centuries  in t ime
into 1800’s Brookhaven, this book is  for you.
The editors of this book have covered a massive
amount of  sociological  and historical  ground,
inc lud ing  mani fo ld  photographs  and  f i r s t -per-
son accounts  dat ing back hundreds  of  years .

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l
inhabitants of Brookhaven, who, according to the
book, l iked to call  Long Island Paumanok,  mean-
ing “f ish-shaped,”  not ing the shape of  the land.
Long Island was part  of
the  te r r i tory  g iven  to
t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e
English King Charles II
in  the  seventeenth  cen-
tury ,  dur ing  England’s
rush  for  co lonies  in  i t s
ea r ly  imper i a l i s t  days .
People  f rom New
England colonies ,  such
a s  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,
moved  to  towns  l ike
S e t a u k e t  a n d  t h e r e
implemented  the  agr i-
cu l tu ra l  p rac t i ce s  and
cu l tu ra l  no rms  l ea rned
in both Bri tain and New
England .   Even  the
a rch i t ec tu ra l  s ty les  o f
e a r l y  S e t a u k e t  h o u s e s
mimicked the architecture of  New England.
Sett lers of Brookhaven at  the t ime were farmers,
and the populat ion cont inued to  mainly com-
pr i se  fa rmers  un t i l  the  twent ie th  cen tury .

Though Brookhaven may appear to be a
rela t ively mundane town,  the  fact  is  that  i t  has

served as a microcosm of the rest  of America,  as
na t i ona l  even t s  occu r r ed  i n  Brookhaven
throughout  the  town’s  his tory.   The witch-hunts
associated with Salem, Massachuset ts  didn’t
just  happen there,  they happened here,  too – in
Setauket,  to be exact.   The Revolutionary War
was  fought  a l l  over  Brookhaven;  the  f i r s t
American commando raid was launched from
Mount Sinai on the North Shore to take over a
Bri t ish fort  in Shir ley on the South Shore.
George  Wash ing ton  jou rneyed  th rough

Brookhaven,  thank-
i n g  i t s  r e s i d e n t s
fo r  t he i r  suppor t  i n
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y
War;  he stayed for  a
while in Coram and
enjoyed a Patchogue
tave rn .
One of  the s igners

of  the Declarat ion
o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,
Will iam Floyd, who
was also a member
o f  t h e  f i r s t
C o n g r e s s ,  r e s i d e d
in Mastic .   In the
1900s ,  before  rad io
was ful ly  developed
as  a  t echno logy ,

N i k o l a  T e s l a  t i n-
kered with i t  in Shoreham.  As radio was emerg-
ing in the 1920s,  Gugliemo Marconi improved
upon i t  in Rocky Point .

The Great South Bay was used during the
Prohibi t ion to t ransport  bootlegged alcohol  to
people in Port  Jefferson and Stony Brook.  Al

Capone took advantage of the bays of the North
Shore to conduct i l legal bootlegging operations:
a safe hideaway for  him indeed.

The 1930s  saw not  jus t  a  wor ldwide
Depression,  but  also the emergence of the Nazi
party.   Though i t  had more power in Europe,  the
Nazis did have a foothold in Long Island.  In
Yaphank there was Camp Siegfried, led by a man
supported by Hit ler  h imself ,  which became a
playground of  sor ts  for  pro-Nazi  Americans .
The camp was closed down because the members
of Camp Siegfried refused to admit they were
treasonous ( they had al legiance not  to  America
but  to Germany).   Their  support  for  Germany
was so s trong that  in  1941,  when there was an
attempt by German saboteurs to attack New York
City factories  making munit ions for  World War
II ,  three of the four saboteurs were Camp
Siegfr ied members .

The book notes  that  cul tura l ly  s ignif icant
Americans ,  such as  the  ar t i s t s  Wil l iam Sydney
Mount and Alonzo Chappel,  as well  as actress
Maude Adams, l ived in Brookhaven.  William
Sydney Mount,  an artist  who was among the
prominent  rea l i s t i c  pa in te rs  o f  the  n ine teen th
century,  resided in Stony Brook.  One wonders
how many ar t  h is tory  s tudents  a t tending local
col leges,  part icular ly Stony Brook Universi ty,
are aware of this.   Alonzo Chappel,  another
impor tan t  n ine teen th  cen tury  a r t i s t ,  made  h i s
home along Artis t’s  Lake in Middle Island.
Maude Adams,  a  famous actress of  the 1900s
who was the f i rs t  to  portray Peter  Pan,  l ived in
Lake Ronkonkoma.

Brookhaven Voices:  1655-2005 i s  be ing
released on the  350th  anniversary  of  the  found-
ing of Brookhaven.

BBrrooookkhhaavveenn  VVooiicceess
By Laura Positano

I’M GONNA GO BACK IN TI-E-IME,
Courtesy of The Flux Capacitor

WHERE’S WALDO?,
Courtesy of Jowy Romano

COME TO THE GALLERY TO SEE
THE OTHER 20% OF THIS PIECE
BY CHRIS SEMERGIEFF,
Courtesy of Jowy Romano

CERAMICS BY
TOBY BUONAGURIO,
Courtesy of Jowy Romano

All Images Poorly Cropped By
Matt Willemain
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M a u s
W r i t e r /  I l l u s t r a t o r -  A r t  S p e i g e l m a n

Pretty much any l is t  of  “Great  comic
books”  inc ludes  Maus somewhere near  the top
(if  not  a t  the Number 1 spot)  and this  column is
no exception.  To begin with,  i t  is  the best
regarded comic book ever,  with the normally
s u p e r h e r o - c e n t r i c  W i z a r d magazine deeming i t
the  bes t  graphic  novel  ever ,  and T h e
Comics Journal (which general ly  favors
Golden Age newspaper  s t r ips ,  autobio-
graphical  comics ,  and more exper imental
work,  while Maus f i ts  two of  those cr i ter ia)
deemed i t  the  fourth  best  work ever  in  the
medium ( th is  made i t  the  bes t  s ingle  s tory
on thei r  l i s t  of  the  100 greates t  works  in
the medium, as  the top three choices were
the  c lass ic ,  and decades-spanning comic
s t r i p s  Krazy  Kat,  Peanuts,  and Pogo. )  I t
a lso  has  the  cur ious  dis t inct ion of  being
the f irst  book about the Holocaust  to make
The New York Times bes t se l l e r s  l i s t ,  and
is the only comic book to have won a
P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  ( a  S p e c i a l  A w a r d  a n d
Citat ion- Letters in 1992).  Google i t ,  and
you wi l l  qu ickly  f ind  l inks  to  scholar ly
ar t ic les  ( in  case  you’re  in teres ted  in  i t s
symbolism or  information on the postmod-
ernis t  s t ructure  as  I  can’ t  get  in to  any
ser ious  de ta i l  regard ing  those  wi thout
commit t ing ser ious  plagiar ism.)   Final ly
(and this  should go without  saying)  i t  is  a
pret ty  damn good read.

Maus i s  d i f f icul t  to  summarize ,  as
i t  pr imari ly  te l ls  two s tor ies  a t  once.  The
f i rs t  fea tures  car toonis t  Ar t  Spiegelman
while  he interviews his  fa ther  Vladek,  a
Holocaust  survivor,  and tr ies  to convey his
fa ther’s  horr i f ic  exper iences  in  the  comic
book medium. The rest  of the book reveals
w h a t  V l a d e k  w e n t  t h r o u g h  i n  l a t e
30s /ear ly  40s  Poland and Auschwitz .   The
m a t e r i a l  b e c o m e s  v i s u a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e
thanks to  Spiegelman’s  cur ious  ar t is t ic
decis ion to  portray the Jews as  mice,  the
Germans as cats ,  the Americans as dogs,
the Poles as  Pigs,  etc .   I t  certainly serves
the intended effect  of  shocking the reader
out  of  any famil iar i ty with the events  of
the Holocaust ,  and al lows for great  visuals
such as mice wearing pig masks when
Vladek pretends to  not  be Jewish,  or  an
Auschwitz  scene in  which Vladek s teps
over the corpses of mice,  pigs,  and cats,  the
u l t ima te  me thod  o f  demons t ra t ing  the
diversi ty  of  concentrat ion camp vict ims.  

This approach has led to some com-
plaints ,  beginning with those who bel ieve i t
t r i v i a l i z e s  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t .
Professor  Stephen Spector  wil l  not  use the text
in  his  Chris t iani ty  & Jews c lass  ( I  should note
that  i t  i s  used in  another  Holocaust  c lass)
because he bel ieves the cat  and mouse al legory
has  the  fundamenta l  e r ror  of  ins inuat ing  tha t
the Holocaust  was natural  as  i t  is  normal  for
cats to attack mice,  when the Holocaust was any-
thing but  ordinary.  A relat ive of  mine (who has
never  read the book)  has  argued that  i t  demeans
Jews by port raying them as  vermin,  whi le  the
Germans were portrayed by nice cats .  She may

close to Spiegelman’s reasons as the cat & mouse
analogy provides a  variety of  visual  references,
including George Herr iman’s  ear ly twentieth
cen tury  comic  s t r ip  Krazy  Kat (which used a
s imilar  ar t  s tyle  to  te l l  the  s tory of  a  mouse
named Ignatz,  who enjoys throwing bricks at  the
lovesick Krazy),  Mickey Mouse (probably the
most  beloved cartoon character  ever ,  and there
is  a  scene in  which Vladek associates  Art  with

the only cartoonist  he knows – Walt  Disney,  and
the book contains an excerpt  from a German edi-
tor ia l  c r i t i c iz ing  the  popular i ty  of  Mickey
Mouse)  and the Antisemit ic  propaganda por-
traying the Jewish people as Vermin (Google
Jews & vermin to f ind examples of  that  associa-
t ion being made today.)

Vladek Spiegelman’s f lashbacks begin
with the story of  how he met his  future wife
Anja ,  and this  romance provides  a  s t ructure  to
his  exper iences .  These  include get t ing  draf ted
into the Polish Army, becoming a Prisoner  of
War  under  the  Germans ,  re turning home under
restr ict ive new laws,  being forced to hide with a
s lowly dwindl ing group of  f r iends  and re la t ives

when the Germans begin rounding up the Jewish
people,  Auschwitz   and t rying to  f ind his  wife
af terwards .  The Auschwitz  chapters  may jus t  be
the most famous of the book, and they do not
disappoint .  Spiegelman perfec t ly  por t rayed the
horr i f ic  condi t ions  h is  fa ther  survived wi th  a
combinat ion of  luck,  ski l l ,  and ingenuity.  When
necessa ry ,  t he  comic  book  fo rma t  a l lows
Spiegelman to seamlessly add visual  a ids  such

as diagrams & maps (which may explain
why excerpts  of  i t  were used to teach the
Holocaust in my high school.)   Vladek’s
exper iences  revea l  an  in tense ly  ha rsh
real i ty ,  where a  Jewish man in hiding who
sugges ted  an  in t ruder  (another  Jewish
man) be ki l led may have had the r ight  idea
(when i t  seems that  the  in t ruder  may have
informed on him) a  mother  who ki l ls  her-
se l f  and  her  ch i ldren  ra ther  than  go  wi th
them to Auschwitz may have done the r ight
thing,  the decis ion to  t rust  a  nephew’s le t-
ter  leads to  a  t rap,  and Concentrat ion
Camp survivors  s t i l l  d ie  horr ib le  dea ths
af ter  they are  re leased from  the camps.

Cri t ics  have said that  Art  Spiegelman’s
favori te  subject  is  himself ,  and anyone
who enjoys that  idea wil l  not  be disap-
p o i n t e d  w i t h  Maus . The  r e s t  w i l l  be
pleased to  know that  h is  exper iences  are
cons i s ten t ly  en te r ta in ing ,  and  i l lumina t-
ing from his  problems with  an except ion-
al ly  aggravat ing fa ther  to  ar t is t ic  di lem-
nas such as  the quest ion of  how he should
por t r ay  h i s  wi fe  F ranco i se ,  a  F rench
woman who converted to Judaism, and
compl ica t ions  such as  the  search for  pr i-
mary  mater ia l ,  and  the  rea l iza t ion  tha t  h is
fa ther  rea l ly  doesn’ t  l ike  th inking about
h i s  Ho locaus t  expe r i ences .  I t  demon-
s t r a t e s  how Ar t  was  a f fec ted  by  the
Holocaust  especial ly  a  chi ld ,  including
nightmares in which he had to choose
which of his  parents  would be al lowed to
l ive (he always picked his  mother)  and a
s t range case  of  s ibl ing r ivalry ,  which
resul ts  in  a  subt le ,  awkward,  and memo-
rable ending for the book. If  you’ve read i t
and don’t know what I’m taking about,  i t
may be t ime to read i t  again more careful-
l y .

While the Vladek sect ions of  Maus have
g o t t e n  t h e  m o s t  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e  A r t
Spiegelman chapters  do not  bring down the
quali ty of  the book.  There are many worth-
whi le  scenes  in  Ar t ’s  s tory ,  inc luding
great  visuals  when he & his  father  become

overwhelmed & surrounded by photographs ,
while discussing the fate of  Vladek’s family,
and f r iends ,  and a  funnier  scene  in  which  Ar t
reveals  the  l iber t ies  he  takes  in  the  creat ion of
the comic book by tel l ing his  wife,  “In real  l i fe,
you’d never have let  me talk this  long without
i n t e r r u p t i n g . ”  B r i e f  i n t e r l u d e s  i n c l u d e
“Prisoners  of  the  Hel l  Planet ,”  an in tensely  per-
sonal  comic Spiegelman created for  an under-
ground comics magazine about  his  react ions to
his  mother’s  suic ide (causing complicat ions
when his  father  found and read a copy),  and a
scene in  Volume 2 in  which Art  works on later
chapters  of  Maus,  a f ter  h is  fa ther  had passed on,
while  deal ing with the success  of  the ear ly
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chapters ,  h is  inabi l i ty  to  answer  some of  the
quest ions  the  book has  ra ised,  and wri ter ’s
b lock .

One of  the problems which has confused
l ibrar ians ,  and book-s tore  owners  is  how to
c l a s s i f y  Maus.  The of t -used term “Graphic
Novel” describes the medium, and not  the genre,
and the book real ly doesn’t  belong in the
Science  F ic t ion /Fantasy ,  o r  humor  sec t ions
other comic books are placed,  as i t  is  not  a work
of science f ict ion or  fantasy,  and i t  would dis-
appoint ,  and/or  depress  someone who buys  i t
expect ing a  charming anthropomorphic  animals
s tory.  I t ’s  not  real ly  an al legory because there
is  no at tempt to hide what  the mice and cats  s ig-
nify (I  doubt  anyone wonders i f  the mouse
named Art  Spiegelman somehow represents  the
author . )  This  def in i t ion  would  hardly  help  as
the book stores I’ve been to don’t really have
al legory sect ions.   I t ’s  not  his torical  f ict ion,
because the  individuals  ( I  hesi ta te  to  cal l  them
charac ters  as  tha t  would  imply  tha t  the  author
made them up)  and events  portrayed in  the book
were real .  If  you say i t’s  nonfict ion,  people will
argue that  i t  doesn’t  belong on the l is t ,  as  the
individuals  por t rayed don’ t  rea l ly  look l ike
mice (I’ve gotten into surpris ingly vicious argu-
ments over this .)   The best  two genres I  can find
for  i t  are  memoir  (differs  from an autobiogra-
phy as  the  focus  is  on Art ’s  re la t ionship  wi th
his  fa ther ,  and his  fa ther’s  concentra t ion camp
exper iences  ra ther  than  h i s  en t i re  l i fe )  and  the
nonfict ion novel  (a  different  genre than regular
Nonfict ion,  and Maus f i t s  a l l  the  c r i te r ia ,  except
i t ’s  not  pure  prose.)  

Maus i s  bruta l ly  hones t ,  even wi th  the
p o r t r a y a l s  o f  t h e  k e y  c h a r a c t e r s .  V l a d e k
Spiegelman is  a  racist ,  a  suffocat ing husband to
his  second wife,  and a miser  who tel ls  a  s tore
owner  about  h is  exper iences  in  Auschwitz  in
order to get a discount on groceries.  He wasn’t
perfect  before he went  into Auschwitz ,  and
flashbacks include several  examples  –  such as
his  expla in ing  tha t  he  wouldn’ t  marry  the  f i r s t
gi r l  he  s lept  wi th  because her  family  couldn’ t
afford a  dowry.  Narrator  Art  Speigelman admits
to spending t ime in a  mental  hospi tal ,  and often
por t rays  h imse l f  unfavorab ly  (espec ia l ly  dur-

ing his  outburs ts  agains t  h is  fa ther) .  His  moth-
er  Anja  i s  por t rayed as  a  nervous  and f ra i l
woman in Vladek’s f lashbacks,  and the book
does  not  ignore  her  severe  postpar tum depres-
s ion af ter  the  b i r th  of  her  f i rs t  son,  or   her  la ter
violent  suicide.  Even with  this  honesty there  are
ambiguit ies as we never know what anyone is
thinking,  jus t  what  they te l l  o ther  people ,  jus t
l ike in  l i fe .  An example is  the quest ion of  why
Vladek’s second wife leaves him. We can infer
from the text  that  she wanted some independ-
ence,  but  there’s  nothing to disprove Vladek’s
belief  that  she was after  his  money.  The book
makes i t  c lear  that  Vladek is  a lso not  an ent i re-

ly  t rus twor thy source .  There  are  t imes  when his
exper iences  cont radic t  wel l -documented events
(for example – he doesn’t  remember an orches-
t r a  p l ay ing  du r ing  the  fo rced  marches  i n
Auschwitz) ,  and his  sense of  t ime regarding
Auschwitz  turns  out  to  be  f lawed when Art
counts  the  number  of  months  he  sa id  he  spent
there ,  and rea l izes  that  i t  doesn’ t  add up
(Vladek responds by te l l ing his  son “We didn’t
make watches.”).  

Maus i s  avai lable  as  two 14 dol lar  t rade

paperbacks ,  or  a  s ingle  35 dol lar  hardcover ,  a l l
of  which are  publ ished by Pantheon books.
Before he worked on Maus,  Spiegelman was
ins t rumenta l  innovator  of  underground comix
(his  word,  not  mine),  such as R A W , a magazine
which he founded and where  numerous ta lent
such as Mark Newgarden,  and Charles Burns
(Black Hole)  f i r s t  appeared ,  a longs ide  chapters
of Maus (because of R A W,  some people believe
he  i s  the  bes t  edi tor  the  indust ry  has  ever  seen) .
He has worked on everything from New Yorker
covers  (his  best  known images include a  black
on black Twin Towers shadow cover commemo-
r a t i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  1 1  t r a g e d y ,  a n d  a
Valentines Day Cover with a Hassidic Jew kiss-
ing a black woman) to children’s books (exam-
p les  inc lude  Open Me I’m a Dog)  and o ther  s tuf f
(he did a lot  of commercial  work for The Garbage
Pai l  Kids ser ies  of  t rading cards .)  His  most  s ig-
nif icant  recent  comics work was In the Shadow
of  No Towers,  a b o u t  h i s  e m o t i o n s  a f t e r
September 11. He’s the only man I know of who
can make a 20 dollar book with a dozen or so
pages of  reprints  of  vintage newspaper comics,
and 20 pages ( they’re on fair ly expensive over-
s ized cardboard but  i t ’s  s t i l l  three  dozen pages
of content  for 20 dollars)  of a l iberal  New
Yorker’s  musings  pos t -9 /11  in to  a  bes tse l le r .
Maus’s  influence may seem minor,  as i t ’s  such a
dis t inct ive  (and di f f icul t  to  imi ta te)  work,  but
can be fel t  in  autobiographical  comics such as
Marjane Satrapi’s Perseopol is,  and  in  s t range
places (such as the German UNICEF’s antiwar ad
showing a village of Smurfs getting bombed.) He
has  had a  t remendous impact  upon modern
comics creators  such as  Chip Kidd & Chris
Ware,  and had a  well  publ icized feud with car-
toonist Ted Rall,  which began with Rall’s Vi l lage
Vo ice article “The King of Comix” (which was a
cover  s tory,  and can easi ly  be found on-l ine.)
Spiegelman has received numerous offers  to
adapt  the  work into  other  mediums (notably
movies)  but  has rejected them all  (and he got
s tory  mater ia l  dur ing the  process ,  as  he  paro-
died the offers  in  a  chapter  of  Maus. )  There have
been  exhib i t s  on  Maus in the Museum of Modern
Art ,  and the National  Museum of American
Jewish His tory .  

Next Great Comic Book (Probably): Marvels
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When peering into the kaleidoscope of
present-day mainst ream music ,  the  color  gazing
back is  predominant ly  monochromatic .   At  any
given t ime in the music world,  a  t rend wil l
s t r ike,  resul t ing in  an overal l  wave of  s imil i-
tude.   Such circumstances cannot be avoided,  I
suppose.   The American musical  palate  is  s im-
ply accustomed to consis tency;  i f  a  cer tain for-
mula  i s  successfu l ,  music ians  and record  labels
al ike wil l  capi tal ize  on i t .   This  is  why i t  is
ca l led  the  “music  bus iness .”  

Like a  bul ly  in  a  schoolyard,  music
coinc id ing  wi th  cur ren t  t rends  dominates  the
market ,  throwing care less  punches  in  the  d i rec-
t ion of  any musician who ventures  for th with
novel  e lements .   This  is  why there  are  ar t is ts
who,  al though mainstream music’s  f ickle arms
have not yet  embraced them, have blossomed and
thrived on an underground level .   Jumping now
to  the  ma in  po in t :  you  shou ld  f ee l  t ru ly
deprived if  you’ve never l istened to VAST.

“VAST is one man and one man only,”
realvast .com, the off icial  s i te  for  al l  things
VAST,  s ta tes  empha t ica l ly .   Visua l  Audio
Sensory Theater ,  or  VAST, features one mult i-
t a l en ted  ind iv idua l :  s inge r / songwr i t e r /mul t i -
ins t rumenta l i s t /p roducer  Jon  Crosby .   Whi le
there  have been addi t ions  and dele t ions  to  his
accompanying band,  Crosby is  the creator  and
center of VAST.  Stylist ically,  the music of
VAST is  par t icular ly  hard to  pinpoint  due to  an
eclect ic  meld of  inf luences,  which could explain
why VAST appeals to such a diverse audience.
While  Crosby has been suspected of  being Trent
Reznor’s musical  successor,  his  voice bears a
likeness to that of U2’s Bono.  Such comparisons
test ify to VAST’s mult ipl ici ty.   With a template
of  var ious breeds of  rock,  c lassical  orchestra-
t ions ,  metal  r i f fs ,  synth mixes ,  e lect ronica  e le-
ments  and sound samplings  that  accompany
Crosby’s  darkly  ref lec t ive  lyr ics  and pass ion-

ate vocals,  VAST defies musical labels.
Visual  Audio  Sensory  Theater  (1998), VAST’s
debut  a lbum,  exper iments  heavi ly  wi th  fus ion
between melodies  and various sound samples .
“Touched,” for example,  is  a  hypnotic melody

transformed into a new creat ion with a sample of
monks chanting.   This  song serves as a  prime
example of how Crosby’s interjection of dist inc-
t ive  e l emen t s  c rea t e s  a  haun t ing ly  un ique
effect .   Crosby also repeatedly implements  the
technique of  layer ing random sample-segments
in VAST’s debut.

Whi le  admirable  ef for t  i s  demonst ra ted
in the pivotal debut,  VAST’s sound evolves as
Crosby expands  his  hor izons  wi th  every suc-

ceeding record.  VAST’s sophomore release in
2 0 0 0 ,  Music For People, i s  not iceably  more pol-
ished than the  previous  a lbum,  re ly ing on pro-
found lyr ics  and  ca tchy  melodies  ra ther  than
the novelty of sampling.  Against  the advice of
record label  execs ,  the  samplings  are  toned
down, with Crosby f i t t ing them into the back-
ground framework of  his  songs rather  than forc-
ing them to serve as  the centerpiece.   This  is  the
beauty of VAST: every album is a new journey, a
new experience,  as Crosby’s work never gets
redundant .   One senses Crosby’s sense of  deso-
lation in “I Don’t Have Anything,” as he sings,
“Show me the places where I can forget your
name. I  can’t  f ind anything except the void
ins ide . ”  

VAST’s most recent release, N u d e,  came
out  in 2004.   Crosby’s  array of  expressed emo-
tions coincides with the album ti t le .   We get  to
experience Crosby’s ominous tone,  completely
unres t r i c ted  and  a r t i cu la ted  qu i te  v iv id ly  in
unforgettable lyrics.   “I  can’t  get  any lower.  I
can’t  f ind al l  the pieces of  my broken l i fe ,”
Crosby laments  in  the  beaut i fu l ,  sorrowful
landscape of “Winter In My Heart .” 

The  ba l ance  o f  supe r io r  l y r i c s  and
remarkable  music ianship  i s  enhanced wi th  each
album, making VAST breathtaking.  Every VAST
album is  burs t ing  wi th  enchant ing  tunes  tha t
are  consis tent ly  good yet  thoroughly var ied,  and
the songs wil l  hold the at tention of even the
most f inicky l istener.   The music of VAST is
meaningful ,  audacious ,  and s t r ik ing wi thout
sacr i f ic ing musical  in tegr i ty .   Af ter  d iv ing in to
VAST, one wonders why this group’s music has
not gained more recognition.  Regardless, VAST
remains  one of  the  most  popular  underground
acts  to  date .   I  highly recommend experiencing
VAST if  you want something new and different.
Prepare to be blown away.

Into the VAST
By Alison Schwartz

TO BED, BATH... AND BEYOND!
Courtesy of Saturated Television

Although The Blur  Division performance
that  I  a t tended was on October  19t h,  you
shouldn’t  let  the t ime lag between then and now
fool you: their  performance was among the best
live music I’ve yet seen at Stony Brook, and you
can look forward to their  upcom-
ing exposure on WUSB, which I
sincerely hope I  can cover just  a
l i t t le  more  quickly .   

The Blur Division is ,  by
d e f i n i t i o n ,  a n  i m p r o v i s a t i o n a l
jazz t r io ,  but  that  label  is  more
than a  l i t t le  mis leading.   James
Bennett ,  Chris  Cuvier ,  and Chris
Howard don’t  play the kind of
music  you’re  used to  hearing as
background noise  a t  the  mal l :
the i r  versa t i le  sound has  a  rock- inf lec ted  edge
which lends them to a  wider  audience,  and
should gain them greater  recognit ion outside of
the kind of  cozy,  int imate performances custom-

ary in  thei r  t radi t ion of  contemporary jazz .
That’s not to say the University Café was a poor
set t ing for  a debut performance.   In fact ,  having
been so close to  the band i tself  highl ights
exact ly  what  di f ferent ia tes  them.   

Al l  three  of  the  music ians  are
excel lent  in  thei r  own r ight :  James
Bennett ,  on bass,  gives an excellent
son i c  founda t ion  t o  t he  g roup ,
Chr i s  Cuvie r ,  on  p iano ,  i s  the
group’s  pr imary composer  and an
excellent  soloist .   What  I  f ind most
i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  T h e  B l u r
Division, however,  is  the style of
i ts  thi rd  member ,  Chris  Howard,  on
drums.    His  a t t i tude  towards  per-
cussion takes  i ts  lead not  only f rom

the usual  array of  smooth jazz and Lat in inf lu-
ences,  but  of ten veers  into much more sonical ly
forcefu l  te r r i to ry ,  which  a l l  th ree  per formers
seem perfect ly comfortable in.   I  never  expect-

ed a jazz trio to cover Stone Temple Pilots,  but
what  surprised me most  was that  when i t  was
over,  I  wanted to l isten to i t  more than once.  The
feeling that  I  came away with more than any-
thing else was a  great  respect  for  musicians who
were able to manifest  so much versat i l i ty.   The
group s l id  easi ly  back and for th between cool
Miles  Davis-s ty le  p ieces ,  extended excurs ions
into salsa and merengue,  and even some tunes
ever  so s l ight ly  reminiscent  of  an ear l ier ,  more
swinging generation of jazz,  which has always
been my personal  favori te .   

If ,  on the other hand, you know nothing
about  jazz,  and you just  skimmed through the
past  couple paragraphs,  I ’d just  l ike to let  you
know you’d probably l ike these guys anyway.  If
your  regular  p layl is t  only  gets  about  as  sof t  as
Nirvana’s “Bleach”, you might want to look else-
where, but for a general SBU audience, The Blur
Division has an edge to offer just  about every-
b o d y .

The Blur Division Has an Edge...
And That’s a Good Thing

By Blake Wind

“[A]t the
mall...”
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Matt Nathanson once said, “New York
City has the most  violently at tractive women.”
Matt  is  not  the focus of  this  s tory,  al though he
w a s  r i g h t ;  n o r
are the women of
New York City,
a l t h o u g h  t h e y
a r e  b e a u t i f u l .
Un le s s ,  o f
course ,  you are
t a l k i n g  a b o u t
L a u r a  a n d
Alison Vel tz ,  the
v o i c e s  b e h i n d
New York’s best-
k e p t  m u s i c a l
s ec r e t ,  Cec i l i a .
M a k i n g  m u s i c
and  mer ry  wher-
ever  they  go ,
the i r  l a t e s t  s top
was  an  in t imate
v e n u e  t h a t  i s
also one of New
Y o r k ’ s  l i t t l e
mus ica l  sec re t s ,
Scenic,  a  bar  and
concer t  ha l l  on
Avenue B in Alphabet  City.

Opening the set  was the fan-favori te ,
made-for- jamming-out  song “Stay”,  an eight-
minute  fes t ival  of  musical  s tyl ings ,  improvisa-
t ions ,  and three-par t  harmonic  crooning led  by
the siren’s cal l  that  is  Laura’s voice.

If  “Stay” was designed to bring the
crowd to i ts  feet ,  the next  song on the set  l is t ,
“Everyday Dream,” was designed to go straight
to the crowd’s hearts.   And if  Laura’s voice is a
s i ren’s  cal l ,  Alison’s  is  a  s i ren’s  phone bank -  a
rockin’ heavenly choir.   The love song is a veri-
tab le  workout  for  three-par t  harmony,  cour tesy
of Alison on lead vocals ,  with sis ter  Laura and
mother  Jeannie  providing backup.

Next up was “Dreaming of You”, followed
by “Red Bird”, which will  be on Cecilia’s newest
record ,  T h i s,  due out  la ter  this  year .   I  l ive in
anxious anticipat ion of  that  day.   The song is
another  marathon for  the vocal is ts ,  and was
del ivered with  exper t ise ,  as  was evident  in  the
fans’ overwhelming reaction.

Following “Red Bird” was a personal
favorite, “Come On, Love,” written by Laura.
The song was performed beautiful ly and i t  was
clear  that  Cecil ia  was playing the crowd just  as
wel l  as  they were  playing thei r  ins t ruments  –
pe r f ec t l y .

Moving away from the expected and
standard constraints  of  rock,  the band moved on
to “SNL”, Laura’s love song to Saturday Night
L i v e star  Jimmy Fallon,  on whom she had a
crush.   The song,  wit ty and whimsical ,  was
del ivered wi th  a l l  of  the  charm i t  requires .

Keeping in the theme of  pushing the
boundar ies ,  the  next  song on the  set  l i s t ,  “Are
You With Me”, a quick-tempo blend of the spo-
ken word and vocal ism. I t  del ivered a heal thy
dose of  f resh a i r  and a  Thanksgiving dinner-
s ized feast  of  ta lent ,  as  Alison’s  ski l l  with the
insanely fast  lyr ics  that  verge on being a  tongue
twis ter  shone  through.

Fur ther  showcasing the  band’s  ta lents

for  al l  things musical  was “All  Right ,”  another
example of  the vocal  harmonic decathlon this
band has  made one of  thei r  hal lmarks ,  th is  t ime

led by Laura.   The
song ,  wh ich
b e c a m e  a  n i n e -
m i n u t e  j a m ,
s e g u e d  i n t o  a
re f resh ing ly  o r ig-
inal  take on “No
Woman,  No Cry”
f o r  s e v e r a l
re f ra ins  be fo re  i t
segued back in to
i tsel f .   In  the  end,
t h e  c r o w d  f e l t
r e f r e s h e d  a n d
e n e r g i z e d ,  a n d
the i r  l oud  app re-
ciat ion showed i t .
Another  example

o f  t h e  s p o k e n -
w o r d / v o c a l  m i x ,
“ E u r e k a
Wagontra in” ,  was
next ,  and i t  made
Al ison’s  per form-
ance of  the spoken

par ts  of  “Are  You
With Me” look easy
by comparison.   This
p i e c e ,  a n  a b s o l u t e
n igh tmare  fo r  l esse r
p e r f o r m e r s ,
requ i red  and  showed
A l i s o n ’ s  O l y m p i a n
levels  of  vocal
ski l ls .   The crowd,
f u l l y  e n t h r a l l e d ,
began  moving  and
dancing l ike  morons
due to the level of
t h r i l l s  t h e y  w e r e
wrapped  up  in .

C los ing  ou t
the  se t  was  another
p e r s o n a l  f a v o r i t e ,
“Hey,” a song about
l i fe  in  New York .
Like “Stay,” i t  was
performed by Laura ,
and i t  also evolved
in to  a  j am- fe s t ,
c locking in  a t  a  hai r
o v e r  1 5  m i n u t e s .
This song,  the set’s
last ,  had i t  al l  – a
drum solo by Ken,  a
bass  gui ta r  workout
by  Kev in ,  s ca t
s inging by Laura,  a
segue  in to  a  three-
p a r t  r e n d i t i o n  o f
“ S t a r l i g h t ,
S t a r b r i g h t ” ,  s c a t
s ing ing  by  A l i s o n ,
and a  f ina l ,  f renet ic
and energet ic  segue
back into “Hey”.  I t
was as  i f  the  band
was  pou r ing  eve ry

scrap of  energy into  th is  performance,  in to  th is
song, and it  showed.  The audience was bopping
around ,  people  were  danc ing ,  people  were
shout ing,  chords  and harmonies  were f lying.
Like al l  good things,  i t  ended,  but  i t  ended with
the audience feel ing al ive and happy.   There are,
in  t ruth ,  few things  more beaut i ful  than when a
band has  successfu l ly  per formed th is  wel l .

The night  also featured a  juicy t idbi t  of
extremely good news: Cecil ia guitarist  Drew
Veltz is going to be a father!  The Stony Brook
P r e s s congratulates  Drew and his  wife  and
would l ike to extend a special  welcome to the
world to the newest member of the Veltz clan.
Special thanks also go out to Drew for giving me
a set list.   You rock!

For those of you who haven’t heard
Ceci l ia  before ,  do your  eardrums and hear t  and
soul a favor.  For those of you who haven’t heard
of Cecilia,  what planet have you been hiding on?
Go to www.cecil iatheband.com.  Go now.  If you
can’t  make it  to their  shows, or if  you want to
hear  them before you invest  the t ime and (neg-
ligible!) cover charge, pick up a copy of T a k e
Ton igh t  Home,  a  r eco rd ing  o f  t h i s  yea r ’ s
Memorial Day concert.   It’s almost as good as
being there .   What  are  you doing s t i l l  reading
this?  GO!  GO BUY!  GO LISTEN!

Can You Hear Me Up Here? Cecilia’s At Scenic
By Andrew Pernick

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT,KEVIN, LAURA, DREW, KEN AND ALISON
Courtesy of Ceciliatheband.com
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The Police
Outlandos d’Amour
By Nicole L Barry

Fi rs t  th ings  f i r s t ,  a l l  o f  the
Pol ice  a lbums are  fantas t ic ,  but
that’s  speaking as  a  rabid Pol ice
fan. If you’re not a huge Police fan,
there’s not going to be much for
you to enjoy here besides the fan-
tast ic  “Roxanne” and the almost  as
great “Cant Stand Losing You.” But
that  as ide ,  Out landos d’Amour is
the Police at  their  not  so great
punk roots .  In  the  ca tegory  of
p u n k ,  t h e  P o l i c e  f a l l s  s h o r t ,
a l though musical ly ,  you can see
where the al t  rockers  would even-
tually emerge from. It’s just  too
bad that  half  of  the album is  not
enjoyable. If you’re going to buy an
album for i t’s  collective and cohe-
sive whole, buy Zenyatta Mondata,
which goes  beaut i fu l ly  a l ternat ive
without feeling weak. What you
expect from the Police you wont
find in Outlandos d’Amour,  I  know
I bought i t  because I  wanted to have
the whole collection. It’s not to say
the a lbum is  bad-  in  fact ,  there’s  a
re f re sh ing  hones ty  and  b ru ta l i ty
in  t he  way  they  execu te  t he i r
songs;  before Sting went al l  preten-
t ious  and tantr ic  sex on the  world .
Roxanne is one of the best  songs in
exis tence ,  so  I  f igure  tha t  i t ’ s
worth the cost  of  buying the whole
album. Actual ly ,  maybe that’s  why
I  th ink  th is  a lbum is  the  wors t
a lbum by  a  g rea t  a r t i s t ,  s ince
Roxanne is  so  br i l l iant  and whi le
most of the album is good, (exclud-
ing Peanuts ,  which is  f reaking hor-
r ib le ,  and the  las t  four  t racks  of
the album) you expect  more.  This
is  the f i rs t  of  f ive a lbums by a
great  band,  so I  guess  s l ipups on
their  f i rs t  effor t  are  forgivable .  I
wonder what he was l ike as an
Engl i sh  teacher?

Cake
Pressure Chief
By James Messina

It’s  l ike a wedding?
I love Cake.  They’re awe-

some.  They have a song for just
about every mood, and they’re good
for  both  background music  and
rocking the fuck out.   But I  don’t
l ike  the i r  newest  a lbum,  P r e s s u r e
Chie f,  as  much as I  did the two pre-
ceding.   I  th ink the  reason for  th is
is  their  lack of  a  real  s ingle ,  and
their  more synthet ic  feel .   There’s
a  very  c lear  synthes izer  e lement  to
many of  the songs that’s  discordant
wi th  the  t rumpets .   Perhaps  my
biggest  gr ipe is  there’s  no rocking
the fuck out… Where’d it go?  Each
previous CD has one song you could
rock the fuck out to; “Sheep Go to
Heaven”, “Comfort  Eagle”,  “The
Distance”.  I  swear one time I saw a
coma patient rocking out to Cake.
But while I  enjoy their  placid songs
very much,  i .e .  “Friend is  a  Four
Letter  Word”,  sometimes you just
need to go nuts ,  and this  a lbum lef t
me in  the  lu rch .

Chains of Extinction
Green Mountain Boys
By “Nutrient” Rich Deltortuga

N o  f o u r - p i e c e  s l a s h
m e t a l / f u n k a d e l l i c / s l i p - h o p a b i l l y
outf i t  rocks  the  most  l ike  the  a l l -
V e r m o n t - n a t i v e  p o w e r  p o p s t e r s
Chains  of  Ext inct ion rock the most .
Devoted ‘Stinction Stallions won’t
hesi ta te  to  boast  of  celebrat ing and
accumula t ing  the  quar te t ’s  en t i re
catalog,  but  probe up and deeper
and you wil l  f ind one sol i tary  fes-
ter ing sore on the woven tapestry
of  sonic  foundat ions  pat terned by
the  rap id- f i re  re leased  of  a lbu-
minal  messages.   Not al l  is  well  in
the oeuvre.

2 0 0 3 ’ s  d o l l a r - d o l l a r - b i l l -
y’a l l in’  rock/ rap  of fer ing  Green
Mountain Boys f e l l  f l a t t e r  than
Lara Flynn Boyle if  you left  her  out
all  night with the cap off .   A whim-
sical  a t tempt  to  combine mater ia l-
is t  gangster  rap with a  George
Clinton-style  myst icizat ion of  New
England colonia l  h is tory  produced
a soupy mess of  misanthropic  loops
and  l e s s - than -dope  d ropk icke r s .
Adopt ing  the  pseudonyms Ethan
A l l s t a r ,  I r a  A l l a n w r e n c h ,  D e t h
W a r n e r  a n d  S u p e r f l y
Funqtrophenia ,  the old gang boast
of  the i r  d r ive-by  h i t s  on  Br i t i sh
t roops  w i th  Gene ra l  Bened ic t
Arno ld ,  the i r  ph i l ander ing  ways
and,  most  of  a l l ,  their  pi les  and
piles of cash monies.  RunDMC
meets  Aerosmith this  is  not .   I t ’s
not even Eminem meets Dido.

Inexp l icab ly ,  l ike  a  f i sh
out of  water ,  midway through the
album is  the  brazenly  commercia l
“Me and my IV Part III”, a “Let’s do
the Twist  Again” s tyle  a t tempt  to
cash in  on the  wild  popular i ty  of
tha t  ub iqu i tous  h i t  s ing le  about
the  sa l ine  d r ip .

The Cure
Wild Mood Swings
By Stephanie Hayes

This  real ly  cool  person was
talking to me about  Wild Mood
Swings th is  pas t  summer .   They
consider  i t  to  be a  favori te  album
because  The Cure  surpr ised  every-
one with a lot  of new arrangements
and happy songs.   Unexpected and
wonderful?  Well… no.  I always
think I’m going to pop this into my
CD player  and f inal ly  get  i t  but  I
never do.   Was the band trying to
accommodate al l  of  their  fans with
th i s  mess  o f  “wi ld  mood(s )”?
Because there’s  nothing on here
t h a t  I  w o u l d  c l a s s i f y  a s  w i l d
and/or moody.  Songs l ike “Mint
Car” and “Return” are  fantast ic ,
catchy tunes of  joy but  there  seems
to be something,  something very
central  in  other  great  Cure songs,
miss ing f rom the res t  of  the  t racks .
There are  a  few dreamy,  beaut i ful
moments in “This Is  A Lie” and
“Jupi ter  Crash” but  most  of  them
feel  more l ike  the f i rs t  draf t  of  an
inc red ib le  song  than  someth ing
that’s  complete  and astonishing.
Sometimes,  and i t  pains me to say
it ,  songs are so near the l ine of
touching and cheesy but  come clos-
er  to  the la t ter .   Lyrics  are ,  for  the
m o s t  p a r t ,  u n m e m o r a b l e ;  a p a r t
from “Mint Car”, I  can only remem-
ber  words  f rom pa infu l ly  repe t i-
t ive choruses.   Of course,  nothing
s o u n d s  t e r r i b l e  when i t ’s  being
sung by Robert  Smith,  but  W i l d
Mood Swings is a collection of emo-
t ional  songs that  are  ineffect ive in
moving one emotionally.   Quite
f rankly ,  th i s  i s  a  b land  a lbum.

The Worst Albums by
Great Artists - Vol. 1
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Alright ,  Lost  fans.   I t ’s  here.   The art i-
cle that recaps what’s been going on, and let’s
you know what I  think of i t  al l .   Are you ready?
Good.

Alright ,  non-Lost  fans.   I t ’s  here.   The
art icle that  recaps what’s  been going on,  and
let’s you know what I  think of i t  al l .   Are you
ready?  Good.

T h i s  s e a s o n  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  p u r e

creepiness.   Season one’s finale was explosive
and breathtaking,  but  th is  was  jus t  p la in  mes-
merizing.   Things are looking very promising
for  the show’s future.

Here we go, episode by episode:

No, I don’t want to do it  episode by
episode.  It’s good.  Watch it .   I’m tired of try-
ing to explain i t  to people.   If  you want to talk
about i t ,  come find me.

LLoosstt - The Best Damn Show
on T.V. - Vol. 3

By David K. Ginn

The Press’
Official Lost
Drinking Game
EEvveerryyttiimmee  LLoocckkee
ssaayyss  ““ddeessttiinnyy””

EEvveerryyttiimmee  KKaattee
ssttaarreess  iinn  aa  mmoommeenntt
ooff  iinnwwaarrdd  tthhoouugghhtt

EEvveerryyttiimmee  SSuunn
ssttaarreess  wwiitthhoouutt
ttaallkkiinngg

EEvveerryyttiimmee  JJiinn
sseeeemmss  ttoo  tthhiinnkk
ppeeooppllee  uunnddeerrssttaanndd
hhiimm

EEvveerryyttiimmee  ssoommee""
bbooddyy  hhiittss  tthhee  rrooooff
ooff  tthhee  ppllaannee  ((iinn
eeppiissooddee  $$##  yyoouu’’rree
ffuucckkeedd))

EEvveerryyttiimmee  HHuurrlleeyy
ssaayyss  ““dduuddee””

EEvveerryyttiimmee  CChhaarrlliiee
ssaayyss  aa  uunniiqquueellyy
BBrriittiisshh  ssllaanngg  wwoorrdd

EEvveerryyttiimmee  SSaawwyyeerr
ccaallllss  ssoommeebbooddyy  aa
SSaawwyyeerr""nniicckknnaammee

DDrriinnkk
TTwwiiccee

DDrriinnkk
OOnnccee

DDrriinnkk
OOnnccee

DDrriinnkk
OOnnccee

DDrriinnkk
OOnnccee

DDrriinnkk
OOnnccee

DDrriinnkk
BBllooooddyy

TTwwiiccee

DDrriinnkk
TTwwiiccee

THE LOCKE-ROCKE
Courtesy of Lost-media.com

LISTEN UP, BROTHER
Courtesy of Lost-media.com

FUCKING AWESOME
Courtesy of Lost-media.com

FUCKING BITCH
Courtesy of Lost-media.com  (she’s really not)
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In  just  his  second season s ince taking
over for Scott Dean, Seawolves head coach Cesar
Markovic led the Stony Brook Seawolves to cap-
ture the school’s  f i rs t  ever  America East  league
ti t le over the Binghamton Bearcats.  With a
record Seawolves soccer crowd of over 1,050
present  at  Kenneth P.  LaValle Stadium, the
match would be  decided by penal ty  kicks  af ter
a  1-1  draw.  

“It was a tough game. They (Binghamton)
completely took our rhythm away.  They play a
tough style,” said Markovic.  

S tony Brook s tayed a t  the i r  usual  3-5-2
formation and Binghamton
used the  4-4-2 .  The home
side was in  control  for  the
beginning por t ion of  the
f i r s t  h a l f ,  w h i l e
Binghamton  looked  to
counte r .  

The  f i r s t  oppor tu-
ni ty of  the match would
come for the Seawolves in
the 6th  minute  off  a  cross
f rom mid f i e lde r  Michae l
Palacio on the left  wing.
H i s  o u t s w i n g i n g  c r o s s
f o u n d  f o r w a r d  C h r i s
Sca rpa t i ,  whose  heade r
sai led high of  the 
c ros sba r .  

Binghamton  would
get  i t s  f i rs t  golden oppor-
tun i ty  coming in  the  17th
minu te .  Co l l ec t ing  a
through ball ,  forward Peter Sgueglia’s shot from
14 yards  out  to  the  near  post  was parr ied away
by  goa lkeeper  E . J .  Xik i s .  

The Bearcats would get on board four
minutes  la ter  off  a  se t  p iece f rom midfie lder
Adam Chavez.  His set  piece from 40 yards out
found an unmarked midf ie lder  Kyle  Antos .
Antos’  header  found the lower r ight  90 for  the
1 - 0  l e a d .

“We knew it was going to be tough
because of Binghamton’s style,” said Seawolves
assistant coach Dariel  Collazo.  They play lots of
fancy football .  We knew they were dangerous on
set  p ieces .”  

In  the  38th  minute ,  the  vis i tors  would
gather  another  opportuni ty .  Off  a  shor t  corner ,

midfielder  Dani lo’s  shot  f rom 24 yards  out  fe l l
r i gh t  i n to  t he  hands  o f  X ik i s .  
Stony Brook’s best  chance in the half  would
come five minutes later .  With the Bearcats
unable to clear  the bal l ,  r ight  winger Rob
Fucci’s  point  b lank shot  h i t  the  cross  bar  and
sai led out  of  play.

The second half  would pret ty  much be
identical  to the f irst  as the Seawolves would
come out strong, before the Bearcats took con-
t r o l .

The home side would get  i ts  f i rs t  chance
o f  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  f r o m  s t r i k e r  C h r i s

Megaloudis .  His
low shot  from 23
y a r d s  o u t  w a s
saved  by  goa l-
k e e p e r  R y a n
Ber ton i .  S tony
Brook’s  nex t
c h a n c e  w o u l d
come in  the  62nd
minute .  From the
left  wing, Palacio
took on two
d e f e n d e r s  a n d
made a  cut  to  his
r i g h t .  H i s  s h o t
sai led wide of  the
far  pos t .  

T h e
B e a r c a t s  n e a r l y
added  an  i n su r-
ance goal off  a
counte r  a t t ack  in

the 73rd minute .  Midf ie lder  Kyle  Antos’  shot
from 23 yards  out  was denied by the lef t  post .

Binghamton would threaten once again
in  the  82nd minute .  Off  a  2-on-1 breakaway,
forward Peter  Sgueglia’s  shot  from 17 yards out
sa i led  h igh of  the  crossbar
.  The Seawolves would finally find a way
to penetrate  the Bearcats’  back four  in  the 87th
minute off  a  free kick by Palacio from 35 yards
out .  His  f ree  kick resul ted in  a  scramble .
Megaloudis was able to pounce on i t  and put the
bal l  home from 11 yards  out  for  the  equal izer .

“It was a tough game. They (Binghamton)
are a great  team. Fortunately we t ied the game,”
stated Narvaez.

The vis i tors  provided a  huge scare  in  the

f inal  minute  of  regulat ion.  From 26 yards out ,
Segueglia’s low shot bounced off the left post
and t r ickled along the goal  l ine towards the
r igh t  pos t .

The momentum would begin to swing
towards the way of the Seawolves in the first
over t ime.

Only two minutes in,  the home side
threatened.  Scarpati  laid one off  to Megaloudis
just  outside the box.  As Megaloudis took the
sho t ,  he  was  t aken  down  f rom beh ind .
Never theless ,  p lay cont inued.

In  the  96th  minute  midf ie lder  Douglas
Narvaez on the left  wing made a cut to his r ight.
His shot  from 22 yards went  r ight  to Bertoni .  

The  second over t ime would  see  the
Bearcats  with the majori ty of  possession,  but  to
no avail  as  the match would then be decided by
the  shoo tou t .  

For  the Bearcats ,  Antos’  penal ty kick
sai led high whi le  midf ie lder  Yusif  Ibrahim’s
low shot to the r ight  was denied by Xikis.  As for
the Seawolves, Palacio, defender Yahaya Musa,
and  midf ie lder  Er ion  Qoku a l l  bur ied  the i r
penal t ies ,  while  Scarpat i  would net  the game-
winner giving the Seawolves a 4-2 victory in
penal ty  kicks ,  as  fans  s tormed the  f ie ld  in  ce l-
eb ra t i on .

“It  was very challenging. Both teams
played well .  We believed in ourselves and we
did i t ,”  said Seawolves assistant  coach Jack
Stefanowski.

Narvaez, Fucci,  Palacio, and Megaloudis
were named to the All-Championship Team.
Narvaez would also end up taking home the
tou rnamen t ’ s  Mos t  Ou t s t and ing  Pe r fo rmer .  

“Winning the Most  Oustanding Player
Award was something I  worked hard for ,”  said
Narvaez .  “ I t  w i l l  he lp  me  work  ha rde r . ”  

Stony Brook became the eighth different
team to win the America East  Championship in
the  past  e ight  years .  With  the  tournament  cham-
pionship,  the Seawolves have earned themselves
an automatic bid for the NCAA College Cup
tournament ,  which is  a lso the  f i rs t  ever  for
Stony Brook.

“Just  fantast ic ,”  said Markovic.  “I t  was
everything we were trying to do.  I  am so proud
of our team. I t  was incredible.”

Seawolves Men’s Soccer, First America East
Championship, First NCAA Tournament Berth!!

By Antony Lin

FUCK THOSE IVY LEAGUE MOTHERFUCKERS,
Courtesy of Matt Willemain
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Stony Brook Rugby Dominates
By Ali Nazir

Men’s Div. III W-L-T
Pts For  Pts Against Bonus Pts  Pts

SBU Men 4-0-0

67 17 1 17

Maritime Men 2-1-1 

83 13 3 13

Montclair State 1-1-1 

54 25 2 8

Bard Men 1-2-0

51 56 2 6

Drew Men 0-4-0

10 154 0 0

Men’s Div. III   Playoff games

Maritime Men 30 – v.  Montclair State 0

SBU Men 20 -  v. Bard Men 0

Men’s Div. III Championship Game

SBU Men 5 – v. Maritime Men 3

*Stony Brook ends regular season with an
Undefeated 6-0 season and the Division

Championship and a berth to the National
Northeastern Championship Tournament

mid-November. 

For the latest Info log on to STONY-
BROOKRUGBY.ORG

At the end of  the regular  season,  Stony
Brook Men’s Rugby found itself on top of the
Divis ion undefeated.  Although a  4-0 season
might  seem to be a very short  regular  season,
SBU dominated each of the teams that they
played throughout  the match.  Blowouts such as
a 35-0 defeat of Drew University,  in which SBU
was unable to convert  5 free
kicks  but  s t i l l  b lew out  the
visit ing team, are now com-
monplace.

On October  the 30t h
SBU faced a playoff game in
which i t  yet  again  f lexed i ts
muscle ,  consis t ing of  a  high-
powered offense and a cut-
t h r o a t  d e f e n s e ,  d e f e a t i n g
Bard College 20-0.  In the
Championship ,  a f ter  a  bruta l
bat t le  in  which i t  seemed
that  the  team had f inal ly  met
its  match, SBU scored in the
las t  minute  to  take  the  lead
and win against  a  very deter-
mined team of SUNY
Mari t ime Merchant  Marines.
Finishing the Championship takeover  of  the
Division with an undefeated season,  another  feat
that  they accomplished was al lowing only two
goals  by the opposi t ion.

Now the Wolf Pack is headed to the
Univers i ty  of  Massachuset ts  a t  Amhers t  where
they wil l  be  bat t l ing for  the  Northeastern crown
against  other  juggernaut  teams from the North.

They are also going to be playing to become a
nat ional ly ranked team in Division III .  The
credit  for  success has to go to the coaches and
the players ,  because even though sometimes
shunned by the school  when i t  came to funding
and faci l i t ies ,  they overcame these drawbacks,
putt ing on a showcase type season together.

Coach Danny Yarusso and Jeff
Krabel  pract iced wi th  the  team
day and night,  devoting much of
their  t ime to  br ing the  Club to
Super Power status.  Long t ime
p l a y e r s  s u c h  a s  D a n i e l
Holzhauer,  John Feminella ,  Jeff
Carey and Mike Barnett  made
sure  everyone kept  thei r  compo-
su re  and  t enac i t y  du r ing  t he
many excruc ia t ing  prac t ices  and
d u r i n g  t h e  h e a t  o f  b a t t l e  i n
games. SBU is also sparked by
many Rookies who have come into
their  own, such as John Gemma
and Jon Is les .

Stony Brook’s stats basi-
cal ly  speak for  themselves  and
look for them to be the deciding

fac tor  in  the  NRU Championsh ip  in  New
England. Winning would mean that SBU would
have to go on to spring and play for the National
Ti t le ,  which is  where the players  and coaches
aspire  to  be,  because they bel ieve that  the  qual-
i ty  of  Rugby being played here is  something that
should  be  put  in  the  nat ional  l imel ight .

CLOTHESLINE, BITCHES!
Courtesy of Ali Nazir



Over  520 loyal  fans  saw s t r iker  Chr is
Megaloudis’  golden goal  in the 97th minute send
the Stony Brook Seawolves past the Albany Great
Danes 2-1 on a  rainy night  a t  Kenneth P.
LaValle Stadium. The Seawolves move on to the
America East  Final  for  the  f i rs t  t ime in  school
h i s t o r y .  

“Unbelievable feeling,” said Seawolves
head coach Cesar Markovic. “Great crowd and an
emotional night.  We got it  done.” 

The ra in  cont inued to  fa l l  throughout  the
ent i re  match up unt i l  the  end of  regula t ion.
Stony Brook would be in control  throughout the
firs t  half .  The Seawolves used the 3-5-2 forma-
t ion,  while  the Great  Danes used a  4-4-2.

“We handled i t  ( the rain)  well .  We lost  a
bi t  of  possession late  in the second half .  But
overall  we had control  of the ball ,  ”  said
Markovic. 

The home s ide’s  f i rs t  opportuni ty  would
come just  three minutes in.  Midfielder  Douglas
Narvaez dr ibbled through the length of  the
field.  His  shot  from 22 yards out  was saved by
goalkeeper Steward Ceus.

In the 5th minute,  the Seawolves would
threaten again off  a  f ree kick from midfielder
Michael  Palacio.  His direct  shot  from the r ight
side sai led inches wide of  the far  post .  

Megaloudis  nearly scored off  a  fantast ic
bicycle  kick in  the  17th minute .  Lef t  back Mark
Zajkowski sent  the bal l  into the box.  As the bal l
w a s  m i s c l e a r e d  a n d  p o p p e d  i n t o  t h e  a i r ,
Megaloudis’  at tempted bicycle sai led just  wide
of the left  post .  

Seconds la ter ,  Albany would get  their
f i r s t  chance  o f  t he  ma tch .  Fo rward  E r i c
Zekiroski  shot  to the near  post  from the lef t
wing was parr ied away by goalkeeper John
Moschella.  

With  the  ra in  cont inuing to  pour ,  i t
looked as if  Stony Brook would get i ts  break in
the 29th minute.  Collect ing a long ball ,  lef t
winger Tamer Mohamed decided to cut to his
r ight  of f  h is  f i r s t  touch.  On the  cutback,
Mohamed was taken down in the box. Referee
Lou Labbadia immediately pointed to the spot
for  a  penalty kick.   Right  winger/defender Rob
Fucci  s tepped up to take the kick. .  His low shot
to the left  had Ceus guessing correct ly to make

the save,  as the Great Danes’ defense cleared the
ba l l .  

The visi tors would get  one final  chance
wi th  s econds  r ema in ing  i n  t he  f i r s t  ha l f .
Midfie lder  Vadim Ivanyushchenko sent  in  a
long bal l  into the box from the r ight .  Perhaps
due to the wet surface,  the pass took an awkward
bounce towards goal forcing Moschella to make a
diving s top to the far  post
.  The second half saw the Great Danes
apply ing  a  b i t  more  pressure .  

Two minutes  in ,  midf ie lder  Michae l
McNamara’s low shot from 24 yards out sent
Moschel la  diving to  his  r ight  for  a  splendid f in-
ger t ip  save.

In  the  53rd  minute  Zeki roski  a t tempted
to chip an onrushing Moschella to no avail ,  as
Moschel la  s tuck his  hands up to make the s top.

D e s p i t e  t h e  A l b a n y  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e
Seawolves moment would come in the 63rd
minute off a set  piece on the left  wing. Palacio
laid i t  on the ground for  a  sprint ing Narvaez.
Narvaez sent  a  low cross  to  forward/midfielder
Adam Ciklic .  Ciklic’s  one-t imer found the lower
r ight  90  for  the  1-0  lead .

The vis i tors  would threaten to level  the

score  twice  in  the  69th  minute .  Forward/ lef t
winger Yan Gbolo’s free kick from 22 yards out
from the lef t  was knocked over the bar  by
Moschella.

On the ensuing corner,  the Seawolves
defense cleared the bal l  r ight  to  forward Gaby
Seguin-Gauthier .  His  shot  f rom 26 yards out
would be denied by Moschella once again.

The Great Danes would level the game at
1-1  in  the  77th  minute .  Midf ie lder  Stephen sent
a cross f inding an unmarked Gbolo from the
right  wing.  His header found the back of  the net
to put the game into overtime.

Gbolo’s goal celebration would earn him
a yel low card after  removing his  jersey and cel-

ebrating in front of the Stony Brook bench. 
“I  saw that  my defender was not  there.  I

decided to come out as fast  as I  could,”
stated Moschella .  “The bal l  hi t  me in the
ches t  and  i t  jus t  t r ick led  in .”

The home side would be more in control
in overt ime.  The f irs t  chance came in the
94th minute.  Narvaez’s  crack from 27
yards  out  sa i led  r ight  in to  the  hands  of
Ceus.

Two minutes later,  Palacio’s shot from
32 yards  out  f rom the  r ight  was  tapped
over the bar  by Ceus.

The well-deserved golden goal would
come in  the  97th minute .  With possession
of the ball ,  Mohamed sent a fantast ic
inswinging cross  into  the  box f inding
Megaloudis’. Megaloudis’ one time effort
went  pas t  Ceus  for  the  game-winner ,
erupt ing  the  crowd.

“I saw Tamer [Mohamed] get the ball on
the left .  I  made a run that  coach told me to
take, and Tamer just gave me a great ball ,”

mentioned Megaloudis.
The win matched the school record of 12

wins for Stony Brook..  With Binghamton winning
the other semifinal ,  the Seawolves wil l  host  the
Binghamton Bearcats on Saturday at  7PM in
LaValle Stadium.

“Binghamton is a great team. They are
the only team that  beat  us  in  the conference and
we wanted to face them,” mentioned Markovic.
“We are playing on Saturday for everyone.”

SportsPage 24

Golden Goal Puts Seawolves Men’s Soccer Into
America East Final

By Antony Lin

THE CITY OF ALBANY CRIES A SINGLE  TEAR IN UNISON,
Courtesy of Interstate 787
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Ask Amberly Jane
Sunrise .  Sunset .  Another  day,  dol lar ,  se t

of  c i rcumstances .  
Time blasts  i ts  vapor  at  us .  We sprint  to

Kel ly  a t  2 :48 a .m.  with  a l l  the  other  bleary-eyed
miscreants.  (Yeah, I  mean you.)

Hel lo  there .  I t  i s  your  f r iendly  neigh-
borhood Amberly Jane with a message for  you
all .  There are many people I  would love to speak
to.  After many moons of promising to write,  I
have decided to drive the gravy train down the
route of  eff iciency.  Therefore,  please circle  the
following word or combination of words that
best  sui ts  you!  I t ’s  l ike  personal iz ing your  very
own le t ter .  

H i  ( f r i e n d / n e i g h b o r / r e l a t i v e / m o r t a l
enemy who I’ve sworn to defeat). How are you?
How ( is /are)  your  and your  ( family/posse /goi-
ter )?  I ’m (happy/sorry)  to  hear  i t .  Are  you s t i l l
w i th  (h im/he r / t hem/ i t / t he  da rk  s ide  o f  t he
force)?  Gee,  tha t  i s  (great / ter r ib le / the  wors t
news I  have ever received since the Mets lost  the
2000 World Series) .  Well ,  they always were (a
great  par tner /  somebody to  look up to/  a  to ta l
hee-hore of  a  cock-teasing simpleton).  

In  any event  I  hope that  (you/you a l l /
some of  you more than others)  are (well /excel-
lent /burning in  the  p i t  of  Beelzebub’s  in tes-
t ines)  and that  we can get  together  (real  soon/
real ly,  real ly soon/  never ,  I ’ve never l iked you,
you think you’re  hot  sni t ,  but  you are  nothing
more than bubble gum stuck at  the bottom of a
f a t  l ady ’ s  l e a the r  pan t s )  so  we  can
(hang/chi l l /wr i te / f ight  to  the  PAIN) .  

Be (wel l /excel lent /  t rodden under  foot) ,  
Your  ( f r i end /pa r tne r / a l l y /ve ry  doom,

beware!)  Amberly  Jane

On to other concerns: Vagina. 
Just  a  lovely thing to put  out  there.  
Vagina. 
When was  your  las t  whis t le  in  the

weeds?

I’l l  tel l  you some things people have
asked me in  person.  Always  the  same inquir ies .
I  promise,  I  do indeed exis t ,  th is  i s m y  r e a l
name, everything is *true*, and that was n o t m e
in the porn pic (I  got  me 100% god-given t i ts) .

I  get a lot of people who pull me aside,
give that  furt ive look back and forth,  and then

careful ly  whisper  the words of  fa te  and eupho-
ria  in my ear .  Stories  of  secret  rendezvous,
crushes ,  and sexual  harassment .  But  then  they
tell  me, “OK, but you can’t  print that. . .” If  I  were
able  to  recount  a l l  off - the-record juice  and
sl ippery goss ip ,  th is  would be  a  much bet ter ,
more lubricated column. But I  can’t  divulge.  

In any case,  people often ask why I don’t
believe in monogamy. I  tel l  them there’s a rea-
son they cal l  marr iage an inst i tut ion.  I  don’t
want to have to call  someone and tell  them where
I  am, or  be chained or  bal led to anything.  And
guil t  is  a  wasted emotion.

One t ime, I  was with my old boyfriend at
his  family  funct ion.  Everybody
rushed up to  him,  to  te l l  h im to
marry me at  once.  This  scared
both of us. Hello? (wave) We
were  toge the r  fo r  on ly  one
month!  No rushy rushy!

My grandma,  God-res t -
er-soul ,  used to  say,  “Why buy
the cow, when you can get the
sex for free.” She was wise. But
honest ly ,  and to  my cont inual
chagrin,  when I  talk to you
guys on campus, a lot  of you are
concerned with being alone.  No
one wants to be alone. We all
want to have people who care
about  our  s tup id  bu l l sh i t ,  wi l l
l i s ten  to  us  whine about  our
id io t  p rofessors ,  and  rub  our
backs,  do our comp sci  home-
work,  and run to Kelly for  us  at
2:48 a.m. You don’t usually
have to worry about STD’s with
a monogamous partner ,  but  I
th ink that  has  less  to  do wi th
monogamy, and more with not
sc rewing  d i r ty  mother fuckers .

In  any event ,  my fr iend
C e s a r  u p s t a i r s  c o u l d  s l e e p
with the variety of  gir ls  who

throw themselves at  him,  yet  he said that  he just
wants  a  gir lfr iend . . .  bot tom l ine because when
he’s old,  he wants someone to hold his hand. 

I t ’ s  swee t ,
dammi t ,  and  why
not,  we all  want
to be loved. One
guy ,  one  g i r l ,
r i g h t ?

B u t
here’s  the  th ing.
Soc ie ty  wan t s
me to get  married.
To  se t t l e  down.
Take care of a hus-
band and 2 .5  k ids .  The sys tem is
des igned to  perpetua te  th is  o i led
machine, with me as a greasy cog. Well,
you know what,  fuck that.  I’ve turned down
several  marr iage  proposals  because  I  s tar ted
feel ing l ike a t rapped animal ready to gnaw off
i ts  own anus.  

A set t led down woman is  set t l ing for  the
conventional l ife.  I t  is  another woman who will
devote her t ime not to the revolution of changing
a f lawed system, but  to  a  t ime-honored path
down a wel l - t raveled (and already overpopulat-
ed)  road.

But we want someone to hold our hand
when we are old,  r ight?

Who’s to say . . .  for now variety is the
spice of l ife.  Everyone has something to share
and teach you. Am I too fickle for just  one?

Don’t know. I do know vagina. Have I
mentioned i t?  Not  nearly enough.

Also happening in  my l i fe  . . .  dur ing the

full  moon, my friend brought a male cockatoo
around,  with green mohawk -  a  long erect i le
crest ,  i f  you wil l ,  and bright  orange cheeks.  I
met a Russian girl  ( those crazy Russians.  You
feel  me.)  Lucy in the sky with diamonds,  who
takes  copious  amounts  of  drugs ,  par t ies  unt i l
she  be l ieves  she  has  ur ina ted  herse l f ,  de l ights
in brownies  s tuffed with mari juana,  and downed
straight  opium tea in .3 seconds.  Long drives
ahead ,  pe rhaps?

And thank you to  a  special  re juvenat ing
influence, who does not go to school here any-
more – you are my guiding star.  My touchstone.
Thanks for being you. . .

On to let ters,  which take the form of con-
fessions this  week. . .

Amber ly  Jane ,
When I  pee in a  toi let  a lready containing

pee,  I  always imagine the piss  mixing together ,
making some sort  of noxious concoction, with a
mushroom cloud that  wafts  out  and carr ies
smal l  ch i ldren  to  he l l .

Betelgeux

Miss  Jane,
Here’s a confession for you. Today I ate

all  my roommates cookies and used her towel to
dry my as t rogl ide  covered nether  regions  af ter
sex with my boyfriend.  And I  don’t  feel  bad
about  i t .

-KrownAngel

Amber ly  Jane ,
Loved the last column. I have a confes-

sion: I  feel  guil ty when I  sing “Smack my bitch
Up” by Prodigy. I’m a girl .

Eponymous

*Truth is  subject ive.

Does anyone read this  shit  at  the bottom. If  so,
f u c k i n g  e - m a i l  m e  a t
AskAmberlyJane@hotmai l .com.

“I Know You Get The Government
You Deserve,  But I  Don’t

Remember  Kn i fe -Rap ing
any Nuns .”

EIFFEL TOWER POSITION,
Loving conceived by Shawn, the Man, the Legend...

YOU GOTTA LICK IT, BEFORE WE KICK IT,
Pre-Game Courtesy of Ms. Amberly Jane

AAmmbbeerrllyy  JJaannee
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In the last  ar t ic le  I  s ta ted I  would focus
on the role  of  cryptography with relat ion to
t reasure  hunt ing/  pr ize  seeking,  e tc .  Here  I  am
with some fol low-through for  your ass .

We are condit ioned from an early age to
think if  someone is  hiding something,  they have
something worth hiding.  In the classic  novel
Treasure  Is land,  a map with an ‘X’ is the impe-
tus  to  f ind  h idden t reasure .  The  shor t  s tory
“The Gold Bug” by Edgar Allan Poe, is another
classic;  I  can’t  divulge many details  about how
code is  featured without  ruining i t ,  however.
I t’s  considered one of the best  pieces of f ict ion
to feature  cryptography,  and wel l -deserved of
the acclaim.  (Side note: If you want a novel that
features  crypto and rocks your  socks,  look no
f u r t h e r  t h a n  C r y p t o n o m i c o n b y  N e i l
Stephenson.)   A character  coming across some-
t h i n g  h i d d e n  a n d  t h e
subsequent  changes  tha t
o c c u r  i s  a  u b i q u i t o u s
plotl ine for a good rea-
son;  i t ’s  exci t ing stuff .
People  l ike  puzzles ,  and
the thought  that  i f  one
were to  devote  enough
t ime  to  one ,  g rea t
rewards  could  be  reaped
is  one that  keeps  many
up a t  n igh t .

P roo f  o f  t h i s
s ta tement  can be found in  the fact  that  puzzles
are  everywhere .  Sudoku,  c rossword ,  b lack-
smith’s  puzzles,  word games,  and many others
exis t  to  amuse us  and s t imulate  us .  In  my opin-
ion,  i t  is  again useful  to use a dichotomy to
i l lus t ra te  two broad categories  wi th  regards  to
cryptography’s  pos i t ion  in  t reasure  hunt ing .
There are  those who create  c iphers  in  order  to
hide what  they have:  i f  the cipher  is  cracked,
the prize can be found.   There is  also a second
type,  who uses the puzzle as  the prize:  i f  the
cipher /puzzle  is  solved,  then the  solver  of  that
puzzle will  receive an amount of money in
remunera t ion .  Examples  o f  bo th  a re  g iven
below.

Among those ciphers whose solut ion was
meant  to be kept  a  secret ,  three s tand out  to me
as the most  interest ing;  the Beale Ciphers ,  the
Oak Is land s tone and the c ipher  in  the  afore-
mentioned story “The Gold Bug”. Again, a com-
binat ion of  laziness and not  wishing to reveal
the work prevent me from going into detai l
about  the s tory,  but  the other  two I  can descr ibe
in  ample  deta i l .   

The Beale Ciphers are famous among
cryptographers  as  a  mat te r  o f  ho t  deba te .
Sometime in the nineteenth century,  a  set  of
three  c ipher texts  was  given to  an  innkeeper
named Robert  Morriss ,  on the condit ion that  he
deliver  i t  to  someone else.  The other  party never
surfaced,  and Morriss  a t tempted to  solve the
ciphers on his  own.  He fai led,  and passed i t  on
to a  fr iend.  This  fr iend cracked one of  the
ciphers  af ter  guessing i t  to  be a  book cipher  (I’ l l
descr ibe  what  tha t  i s  next  t ime,  perhaps) .  In
1885,  a  pamphle t  ca l led  The Beale Papers began
ci rcula t ing ,  de ta i l ing  the  na ture  of  the  c iphers
and the solved plaintext ,  in an effort  to solve the
remain ing  c iphers .   Sk i l l ed  c ryp tographers
have invest igated the  remaining c iphers ,  and
they’re  largely regarded today as  nothing but  a
hoax,  but  the promise of  over  $20 mil l ion in
today’s money has prompted many to invest igate
anyway.   Anyone want  to road-tr ip i t  with me to
New Mexico? Bring a shovel.

Oak Island is  a  small  is land in Nova
Scotia  with an interest ing his tory.  The facts

below were gleaned off  wikipedia,  and in truth,
I  wouldn’t  put too much stock in them, as any or
al l  of  the detai ls  could be false.   I t ’s  said that  in
1795,  a  boy named Donald Daniel  McInnis dis-
covered a  s t range depression in  the ground of
the is land.   He and a few fr iends of  his ,  under
the  g lamour  of  rumors  about  bur ied  t reasure ,
managed to dig into the pi t  some thir ty feet ,
discovering reinforcing beams at  every ten foot
interval  along the way.   Subsequent  at tempts at
e x c a v a t i o n  b y  m o r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r e a s u r e
hunters  revealed more of  these beams,  as  well  as
coconut  f ibers ,  charcoal ,  put ty ,  and other  mis-
cellanea going down more than a hundred feet .
At  roughly 90 feet ,  a  s tone bear ing an inscr ip-
t ion was recovered.  As far  as  I  could ascertain,
the s tone isn’ t  around any longer ,  but  here’s
what  i t  sa id :

T h e  c o d e  i s  a  s i m p l e  s u b s t i t u t i o n
cipher ,  which when decrypted reads ,  “For ty
feet  below two mil l ion pounds are buried.”  That
hole’s been dug and re-dug,  and flooded more
than a few times – it’s anyone’s guess what was
original ly  down there .  Despi te  the shaky evi-
dence ,  t reasure  hunters  are  opt imis t ic .  They’re
a  very  g lass -ha l f - fu l l  bunch .  

Alr ight ,  back to  my ear l ier  point .  I  men-
t ioned that  there were also puzzles  whose cre-
at ion was intent ional ,  the solut ion of  which wil l
garner  a  pr ize .  Whether  the  creator  of  th is  puz-
z le  i s  mot ivated  by hubr is ,  the  des i re  for  pub-
l ic i ty ,  an  in teres t  in  tes t ing  the i r  work ,  or
something else ,  the pr ize money draws people in
droves. Think of the Sword in the Stone – if
there’s  a  pr ize  in  s ight  you can res t  assured
everyone will  give i t  the ole college try.

In  a  1939 book en t i t l ed  Codes and
Cipher s,  wri t ten by Alexander  d’Apageyeff ,  a
chal lenge  c ipher  was  inc luded.  This  par t icu lar
cryptogram is  unique among the others  I  men-
t ion in  that  there  was no pr ize  for  i ts  solut ion,
and that  d’Apageyeff  himself  didn’t  remember
the  so lu t ion ,  which  has  cons iderably  h indered
i t s  dec ryp t ion .  P ro fes s iona l  c ryp tog raphe r s
who have analyzed i t  th ink that  the author ,
being no professional  himself ,  may have made
an error  in  the  code’s  encrypt ion,  and that  th is
has  s topped i ts  e lucidat ion.  The reason i t  has
cont inued to  remain a  point  of  interest  is  most-
ly  academic cur iosi ty ,  but  I  fe l t  i t  worth men-
t ioning due to  i ts  re la t ive fame in  the crypto
communi ty .

In another  book,  this  one a memoir  pub-
l i shed  in  1953  and  en t i t l ed  Si lent  Years,  J .F.
Byrne  publ ished 23 fu l l  pages  of  c ipher text ,
and challenged anyone to solve i t .  He did offer a
prize,  unlike d’Apageyeff ,  of  $5,000.  Not in the
book,  but  in  other  formats ,  he also included
numerous chosen plaintexts  –  meaning that
there  are  mul t ip le  ins tances  in  which he  would
t ransla te  a  g iven pla intext  to  a  c ipher text .
Despite this ,  no one’s discovered his  method to
date.  The secret  rests  with Byrne’s  son,  but  the
real  secret  res ts  in  a  mechanism the s ize  of  a
cigar  box,  the device which is  used to encrypt
messages.  I t  boggles me to think that  cryptana-

lys t s  haven’ t  c r acked  a  50 -yea r  o ld  code
dependent  on something that  smal l ,  but  there
you have i t .

This  next  cipher  was solved,  and is  one
of  the most  famous ciphertexts  ever  produced.
In a  1977 issue of  Sc ien t i f i c  Amer ican,  a  s taff
wri ter  named Mart in  Gardner  publ ished a  code
created by three guys at  MIT,  whose ini t ia ls
spelled the name of the algorithm, RSA. Due to
the fact  that  the message’s method of  encryption
was known, so too was its method of decryption.
The only diff icul ty  was the sheer  computat ion-
al  power required to break the code.  The power
was  f ina l ly  mustered  in  a  s ix-month  per iod
between 1993-4 when over  1600 computers’
were networked together  so that  they searched
for  potent ia l  solut ions  dur ing idle  t ime.   The
gynormous $100 pr ize?  I t  went  to  char i ty .

$100  you  ask?  I f  you
didn’t ,  you should.  I  seem
to be  inc luding pr izes  so
smal l  the  main  pr ize  i s
the cracking i tself .  But  I
have good news. In a 1999
book cal led The Code Book
by Simon Singh, there was
a  p r i z e  o f  ? 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  I t
would go out to whomsoev-
e r  c racked  t en  encryp ted
messages  inc luded in  the
book first .  The code was

cracked a  year  la ter ,  af ter  concerted and devot-
ed effort .  The author on his  websi te  noted that
t h e  5t h stage seemed the hardest  to  many,
despi te  h is  in tent  for  the  codes  to  progress  in
difficulty.  Difficult  codes ain’t  no thang,  how-
ever ,  as  c ryptana lys ts  can  usua l ly  per form
insanely well .  Most of the unsolved ciphers I’ve
ment ioned are  the  except ion,  not  the  rule .

As  my las t  example ,  and perhaps  the
best  one I  have about  the relat ive faci l i ty  with
which the  dedicated mind can apply i t se l f  to
cryptography and conquer  chal lenges ,  I  use  T h e
DaVinci Code.  The DaVinci Code,  wr i t ten  by Dan
Brown, is  a famous thri l ler  chock full  of  con-
spiracy theories.  I’m going to f lat  out tel l  you I
didn’t  read i t  and I  consider  i t  the poor  man’s
Umberto Eco, but i t’s  st i l l  worthy of note
because of  i ts  re la t ion to  cryptography.  In  the
book were four codes. If  they could be solved,
then a tr ip to Paris  could be had.  Dan Brown’s
one cocky bastard,  isn’t  he? Well ,  I  think he is .
I  th ink this  because a  few thousand people
ended up solving his code,  so he copped out and
only one person was chosen at  random for the
Par is  t r ip .  Alr ight ,  i t ’s  jus t  about  puzzle  t ime,
but  before I  begin,  one last  thing.

I  forgot to include three notes before.  I
blame ignorance.  The f i rs t  is  this .  When work-
ing with cryptography,  i t  is  of ten convenient  to
subst i tu te  a  l i t t le-used le t ter ,  l ike  Z or  J ,  to  be
space. Even if  you know how to decrypt the mes-
sage and you’re familiar  with the language,  i t’s
not  easy to  in terpret  where  words  begin and end
without  any indicator .  Also,  most  every code
works on the premise that A = 0, B = 1, etc,
rather than the A = 1, B = 2 system I’ve intro-
duced.  If  you ever  happen to need to cryptana-
lyze something,  be sure  to  remember this  con-
vention. And lastly:  My code will  have to be
revised.  I  probably won’t  get  around to i t  for
some t ime,  but  I  can s t i l l  provide plaintext  to
c ipher tex t  under  the  o ld  sys tem upon reques t .  I
assure you there’s no fault  in the method,  I’m
merely changing so as not  to inconvenience
myse l f .

The Reformation in Central Kentucky
Scintillates

By James Messina

Continued on next page

kizz oding
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PUZZLE THE 5T H:
The hat  is  a  s issy,  the moan ululatd.  Am
newt to see to Bullmopp. Or yam on
m u t t ?

W h a t  t h e
hell  is  that? Have I
gone crazy? Am I
s u d d e n l y  e x p e r i-
m e n t i n g  w i t h
s t r eam o f  con-
s c i o u s n e s s ?  T h e
answers  are  i t ’s  a
message,  nope,  and
nope .  I t ’ s  mere ly
another  code.  This  one’s cal led the stenci l
c ipher ;  i t ’ s  been  used  by  sp ies .  I  was
unaware of  i t s  exis tence pr ior  to  making this
code,  so I  was pret ty proud of  my original i ty
for  a l l  of  th i r ty  seconds.  I t  works  thusly .
Every th i rd  le t ter  i s  meant  to  be  read,  the
rest  is  just  f i l ler .  One other  thing I  discov-
ered is  that  there  are  much more e legant  ver-
s ions of  the s tenci l  c ipher ,  which can quote
Shakespeare  and  innocuous  ne ighborhood
events and such to obfuscate the message’s
purpose.  And now, here’s  this  issue’s  puzzle .
This one’s super cool,  because I  wrote i t  as
though this  were some puzzle  book for  retarded
kids .  Ser iously,  i t ’s  t h a t condescending – you’ll
love i t .

PUZZLE THE 6T H:
You have an eccentric uncle.  I t  looks l ike

he’s well  on his way to being gripped by death’s
icy hand. He’s accumulated a fair  amount of
wealth over the course of his l ife,  however,  so

you’re  wil l ing to  accept  his  id iosyncrat ic
behavior  on the hope that  he dies  and
leaves it  all  to you. Fat chance. You visit
his  poorly  designed house,  and he immedi-
ately launches into a  t i rade,  which goes as
follows:
“The shif t  is  three,  man! The shif t  is  three!

That’s the key…. Keys. Hmm, yes. We’re
going to the lake today? ‘Fraid I

can’t ,  seems as  though
I’ve lost my keys. Here,
help me look! Avanti!”

The crazy bas tard  throws on
goggles, and runs. He goes to these places,

shouting obscenit ies  along the way.
SE corner (C) Hallway. SW C Hallway. NW

C Garage. SE C Kitchen. SW C Dining. SW C
Hallway. NW C Hallway. SW C Hallway. SE
C Living. SE C Garage. SW C Hallway. NW

C Kitchen. NW C Dining. NE C Kitchen. SE
C Dining. SW C Garage. Checks, then double-
checks SE C Kitchen. NE C Kitchen. SW C Bath.
NE C Dining. SE C Living. SW C Hall. NE C
Garage. NE C Dining. NE C Bath. SW C Hall. SW C

Living.
Good luck finding out the secret meaning. Bet

you’re  in te res ted .

The Reformation in Central Kentucky
Scintillates (cont’d)

By James Messina
Continued from previous page

When I have money to burn for new
shir ts  I  usual ly  look to  the  magazine ads  that
help me be me.  While reading the latest  issue of
YRB (a hip-hop,  s treet ,  fashion,  and celebri ty
magazine) I  came across an ad for a place called
Sedgwick and Cedar in the Bronx. In 1973, i t
happened to  be  the  b i r th  p lace  of  h ip-hop music
as most of us not know it .  

Seemed interest ing.  I  love vintage hip-
hop and all  things 1970’s.  So I  looked i t  up on
the net  and decided to take a  look at  their  c loth-
ing line.  I  was taken aback at what I  saw.

Two t -shi r t  l ines  that  I  saw and ordered
from were vintage f lyer  tees  and the pioneer
tees.  Now, the f lyer  tees had the original  adver-
t i sements  for  the  ear ly  h ip-hop shows dat ing
from 1982 and back to  the  very f i rs t  f lyer  f rom
1973.  One f lyer  that  caught  my at tent ion was
one from 1979: i t  had a very pret ty woman in a
s t r iped  dress  danc ing  aga ins t  a  wel l -dressed
man.  Authent ic  1970’s  ar twork,  the way I  l ike
i t .  So I  placed an order  for  shir t  number one.

The other  type of  shir t  I  a lso ordered
was one of  the pioneer tees.  There were shir ts
that had Grandmaster Caz, Melle Mell, Sha Rock,
and Afr ika  Bambaata ,  most ly  the  f i rs ts  of  h ip-
hop.  And then there  was  that  one shi r t  I  ordered
that  I  couldn’t  possibly pass  up:  the one with
“The Father”, DJ Kool Herc. 

*********

With these shirts ,  I’m going to kil l  two
birds with one stone. One, I’m going to show all
these kids who are wearing 2-Pac,  Notorious
B.I.G.,  or any other cash-money idols on their
sh i r t s  tha t  they  probably  got  on  a  s t ree t  corner
for five dollars what’s up. Two, either a DJ Kool
Herc  sh i r t  o r  tha t  f lyer  sh i r t  mos t  def in i te ly

makes me feel  special  amongst  everyone else
wearing Metallica, Pearl Jam, or Che Guevara. 

More important  than everything else,  I’m
represent ing what’s  good:  the bir th  and inno-
cence of hip-hop. 1520 Sedgwick Ave. and Cedar
Park in the Bronx. DJ Kool Herc.  1973. 

Back then,  Herc was the first  one to take
two turntables  and spin them together .  He also
was the f i rs t  one to  repeatedly loop the break
beats  of  those records,  as  well  as  the f irs t  DJ to
shout-out  over  the  records  and create  the  b-boy
dance movement.  Herc was to hip-hop like God
was to Earth.  Before them there was nothing,
af ter  them? The res t  i s  h is tory .

Back then,  hip-hop music was never
about  how flashy your cars  should be,  how much
money and champagne the record labels  and
today’s art is ts  would throw to entice the average
fan, or how many women in thongs you could fit
in for three minutes of video.  I t  also was never
about  bul le t  holes ,  warning labels ,  rap sheets ,
recording a lbums behind a  ja i l  ce l l ,  and shoot-
o u t s .

Which is  why right  now as I’m typing
this, I’m listening to what’s good: 70’s jazz and
soul, Ronnie Laws’ “Tidal Wave”, Hubert Laws’
“Family”, Lonnie Liston Smith’s “Sunset”, Gil
Scott-Heron’s “A Very Precious Time”, Roberta
Flack’s  “Kil l ing Me Soft ly ,  Les  McCann’s
“Valantra”, the list  goes on. Because I can’t be
bothered  wi th  wha t  the  indus t ry  cons iders  h ip -
hop anymore.  That’s just  a façade to hide and
dis t ract  people  l ike  myself  f rom what  i t  was
supposed to  be.  What  I ’m current ly  l is tening to
has more soul ,  emotion,  and realness than what
i s  cons idered  ‘music’  nowadays .  Al l  those
ar t is ts  I  jus t  ment ioned are  genuine 1970’s ,
possibly what  Herc was spinning.  Lis tening to
them, I  could understand what  i t  fe l t  l ike  to  take

par t  in  the  h ip-hop  cu l ture  in  the  70’s .
Very rarely  does  anyone who appreci-

ates old-school  l ike me hear  of  W a t t s t a x,  W i l d
S t y l e,  S ty le  Wars,  Electric Boogaloo,  or  K r u s h
Groove anymore.  Anyone? You’l l  hardly hear
Kold Krush, Sugarhill  Gang, Scorpio, Liquid
Liqu id ,  Sequence ,  Whodin i ,  o r  even
Grandmaster  Flash ment ioned anymore because
unlike Lil’  Jon, Nelly,  or Shyne, they don’t have
energy  dr inks ,  c r imina l  records ,  a  b la tan t  d i s-
regard for what i t’s  about,  or a golden jewelry
l i festyle  to  offer .  Ain’t  that  a  shame.  Authent ic
f i lms and s tyles  are  being pushed away for
f l a s h y  r i c h e s  a n d  r i s k y ,  y e t  ‘ p r o m i s i n g ’
l i f e s ty l e .

We have Jay-Z, Nas, KRS-One, A Tribe
Called Quest,  Jungle Brothers,  Company Flow,
Eric B and Rakim, Big Daddy Kane, Quasimoto,
Gang Starr, Kool G Rap, and even some West
Coast  heads such as Hieroglyphics.  I  know
there’s more but i t’s  not enough space for me to
mention.  Sure,  only a  couple here and there
might  have f lashed their  money or  guns and
broken the  rules ,  but  they never  forgot  where
they came from, nor fai led to give credit  where
credi t  i s  due,  and maybe that’s  what  separates
the legends from the one-album wonders.  Yes,  I
do l isten to the above l isted.  And that’s al l  good,
too.

If  only more people who l is ten to hip-
hop and rap music were more aware of  the t rue
elements of  what made the music memorable,
then we’d st i l l  have an appreciation of what was
supposed to be good in the f irst  place.  I t’s  never
too late  to s tar t  appreciat ing i t  while  you can.  

In the meantime, I’m waiting for my
shirts  in the mail .  You’ll  know who wrote this
when you see me wear the Herc shir t .

What Was Good
By Vincent Michael Festa
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N e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o  q u i t

The end of  the  semester  i s  rapidly
approaching with less  than a  month lef t  of
school,  which means less than a month left  of
agony.   This is  that  t ime of year where term
papers  are  due,  s tudying has  begun for  f inal
exams and this  might  just  be the last  chance to
fuck that  TA.  For  any normal  person,  these are
the  f i rs t  few things  that  immediate ly  pop into
one’s  head when thinking of  this  painful  t ime.
However ,  there  is  s t i l l  another  factor  that  sel-
dom comes to mind but can st i l l  affect  those of
u s  w h o  a r e  r e s i d e n t s :  t h e  d w i n d l i n g  a n d
inevi table  decl ine of  meal  plan points .

This  is  the t ime of  year  where diet ing is
mandatory,  because if  you don’t  conserve your
meal  plan points ,  you wil l  be  forced into
anorexia.   I ’ve been in the s i tuat ion where there
were maybe three weeks lef t  in  the  semester  and
I only had about  seventeen dollars  on my card.
We all  know that  there is  no way in Hell  seven-
teen dol lars  can las t  three  weeks  a t  any univer-
si ty.   Seventeen dollars isn’t  even enough to buy
a bott le of water every day for three weeks on
campus.   Seventeen dollars is  the fee the school
would charge you for  using their  onl ine service
that lets you know you have sev-
enteen dol lars  lef t  on your  card .
In this case, what do you do?  The
rule  is  s imple:  anything goes.  

When you’re low on meal
poin ts ,  you  ac tua l ly  s ta r t  read-
ing the f lyers  around campus –
you know, the ones that  read,
“Come l is ten to this  boring lec-
ture on microbiology of  yeast
yadda, yadda…free food!”  Or the
ones sponsored by the Chabad or
Hi l le l  houses  tha t  usual ly  of fer
some sort  of  edible  reward for
at tending an event .  Eventual ly,
you may end up going to those
Chabad house events so much
tha t  people  wi l l  ac tua l ly  th ink
you’re Jewish (not  that  i t ’s  a  bad
thing, don’t fret).   Hell,  I  even
k n e w  p e o p l e  w h o  f r e q u e n t l y
went to Waldbaum’s for several
hours  a  day,  eat ing as  many free
samples  as  poss ib le  in  order  to
have at least a hint of what food
tastes  l ike.   You’re probably thinking,  “What?
No, you’re exaggerating.”  I  kid you not my
friend: they go to Waldbaum’s,  and,  l ike vul-
tures ,  eye any free  morsel  offered that  day,  then
take as many as they can over and over again.   I
know that’s sad – I  had to share a suite with one.
I’ve also seen people go into other people’s
fr idges and steal  food r ight  before my very eyes,
al l  due to the driving force of starvation.   If  your
fridge has a lock,  I  advise you to use i t ,  at  least
towards the end of  the semester .

Even if you don’t live on campus, even if
you don’t  have a meal  plan,  the end-of-semester
famine will  get  you in one way or another.
You’l l  f ind yourself  regret t ing the purchase of
that  $1,500 s ta tue of  Hendrix for  your  room.
Sure, i t’s cool now, but towards the end of the
semester  when you f ind yourself  looking for
pennies  under  your  bed so you can buy a  cook-
ie  from the school’s  bake sale  for  s ick chi ldren,
I  doubt the statue will  do much for you.  Maybe

you decided you wanted to “be your own unique
self ,”  ( just  l ike everyone else ,  i ronical ly)  and
decided to get  10 new body piercings at  $50 a
pop at  some seedy looking hole- in- the-wall  on
St. Marks place in the East Village.  You went
with your close fr iend so someone could comfort
you and si t  there watching while you got  new
holes  in  your  nipples ,  geni ta ls ,  and other  exot-
ic  places  a l l  over  your  body to  express  yourself
(I’m st i l l  t rying to f igure out  what  they mean,
bu t  hey ) .

I know what you’re thinking.  You’re
saying, “Well, you’re wrong Mo, I have a job.”  Of
course you have a job,  but seriously,  how many
times have you said to yourself ,  “Where did al l
of the money I made go?”  It’s like you went to
work, you saw your check, and that  was i t .   I t
never seems to stay with you.  You’re either
buying beer  so you can par ty every chance you
get  or  you spend i t  a l l  on some extravagant  pur-
chase, such as a PowerBook, when you know that
the Dell laptop you have is good for now (yes,
I’m guilty too).  Sometimes you just have a needy
gir l f r iend who demands  tha t  you buy her  n ice
things al l  the t ime to make her  feel  happy.   By
the way,  i f  you ever  f ind yourself  in  that  s i tua-
tion, get out fast.   She’s not in love; she wants

what you can give her.   Oh yeah, buddy, i t’s
true:  she’s  having an affair  with good ol’
Benjamin and al l  of  his  clones with the cash that
you’ve earned by slaving at  some minimum-wage
job that  makes you want to bring a gun in and
shoot everybody.  That’s right,  the job where you
are out there working your ASS off  trying to
scrape a  few pennies  together  as  your  boss  s i ts
in  h is  p lush  off ice  p laying wi th  the  paper-
weights on his  desk.   Oh, but  they’re lovely
paperweights ,  ones  which his  buddies  got  him
as “congratulat ions” gif ts  for  making i t  up the
corporate  ladder  to  the  point  where he has  t ime
to s i t  and play with the lovely paperweights .
Look at that bobble head go!  Or maybe you were
trying to  support  your  drug habi t .   That’s  a  very
expensive pastime, you know. You know you
have a drug habit  when you have a hard t ime
deciding on whether to buy food or drugs:  “Well
I know I’m hungry and haven’t eaten in two days,

but how can I  say no to drugs?   Only they know
me bet ter  than anyone else .”  

The other day I  was on the phone with my
mother  and she  surpr ised  me wi th  something
she said.  You see, she was talking to me about
how stores  te l l  you things are  free with a
coupon,  except  they real ly aren’t  free:  even if
you have a coupon you sti l l  have to pay the tax.
Well ,  she perceived the tax as  a  s ignif icant
expense.   She saw 34 cents as something pre-
cious she lost ,  and i t  bothered her  – because i t
wasn’t  free.   I  told her,  “That was just  34 cents
mom, I  can find 34 cents on the street .  Heck (you
don’t say ‘Hell’ to your mother, you have to be
respectful:  “We do not say ‘Hell’  in this house-
hold!”),  I  can loan you 34 cents anytime you
want.  Don’t worry, I won’t ask for it back.  It’s
fine, it’s OK…you can keep it .”  She didn’t find
that  very funny;  in  fact ,  she lectured me,  and
told me,  “If  you think l ike that ,  you’re never
going to have a lot of money.”  However, you, the
reader,  must  agree with me:  dude,  i t ’s  only 34
c e n t s .

In  the  end,  you’re  happy the  semester  is
over.  No more money to worry about, no more
s tudying for  tes ts  ( I  doubt  the  drug habi t  wi l l
end, though).   No more waking up early in the

m o r n i n g  t o  f i n i s h  s o m e  l a s t -
m i n u t e  h o m e w o r k  t h a t  y o u r
bi tchy teacher  decided to  ass ign
dur ing  the  previous  c lass ,  the
a s s ignmen t  you  cou ldn ’ t  do
because  you  were  work ing  on
twenty  o ther  th ings  for  a l l  your
other classes.  Think of i t ,  no more
s taying up unt i l  f ive  or  s ix  in  the
morning ,  s tudying  and  f in ish ing
papers ,  f inal ly  feel ing the  calm
rel ief  of  completeness ,  then dis-
covering two seconds later  that
tiny assignment you forgot to do…
that  ass ignment  f rom Hel l  your
teacher  so  las t -minute ly  ass igned
at  the worst  t ime possible… the
ass ignment  to  which  you  say ,
“Fuck th is .”  

That  is  exact ly how the
end of the semester  feels ,  knowing
that  in  the spring,  you’re  coming
back to do it  all  over again.

Thought Bytes
-  If  you happen to be an RA and

you take pleasure out  of  looking for  things you
can use to wri te-up people,  then screw you to
Hell.   We don’t need the likes of you here: we
need RA’s that  aren’t  concerned with our  party-
ing habits  and don’t  mind walking into a room
among microwave ovens, a bonfire and three
kegs clear ly labeled “Bud.”

-Here’s  an event  I’d rather  not  experience:
walking in on your roommate…who is naked,
watching porn,  and,  yes…jerking i t .

-No matter how cold i t  is  outside – i t  could be
twenty degrees below zero – if  you’re thirsty,
you demand cold water,  none of that  lukewarm
stuff.   You demand ice in your glass.

-Are  your  f r iends  on  Facebook rea l ly  your
fr iends?  Or are  a  lot  of  them acquaintances that
you met  through a  f r iend’s  s is ter’s  f r iend?

SHE JUST READ THE LATEST COMIC UPDATE, “GIMME YO CASH B!”
Courtesy of Mo Ibrahim’s Antics



Fear Page 30

According to one song in the Broadway
p lay ,  Avenue  Q,  the  Internet  is  for  porn.   While
many people  “grab thei r  d ick and double  c l ick”
for porn,  there are also a good number of  others
who see cyber  smut  as  vi le ,  disgust ing and pret-
ty  much the worst  the Internet  has  to  offer .
Well ,  I  have news for  these pseudo-Puri tans.
I’ve seen worse on the Net.  Much worse.
Much, much worse.

You wouldn’t believe how mind-
bogglingly stupid some of the web-
si tes  I’ve found on the Internet  are,
nor  would  you  be l ieve  how
m i n d - b o g g l i n g l y  r e t a r d e d
their  creators  are .   I ’m not
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  b e s t i a l i t y
porn  or  sca t  s i tes  or  any-
thing else  that  would make
you cry tears of blood, I’m
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w e b s i t e s
that  were  put  up for  a
purpose,  to make some
sor t  of  d i f ference  in
ou r  wor ld ,  bu t  we re
made by people  lacking
a minimum IQ and/or  any
basic moral values—you would lit-
era l ly  th ink tha t  these  are  joke  s i tes .
That’s what I  thought about each
one.   Without  fur ther  ado,  here  is
a  very  shor t  l i s t ,  and  descr ip-
tion, of some of the worst web-
si tes  to ever  infect  the web,  and
you wil l  see  why the  Internet  i s
ro t t ing  my bra in .

In  the  las t  i ssue,  I  wrote  about  ant i -
video game Nazi (oops, I meant “activist”) Jack
Thompson.  What I  didn’t cover then was a ter-
r ib le  one-page  webs i te  ca l led  s topki l l . com.
This  l i t t le  masterpiece ,  which I  f i rs t  mis took

for  a  vira l  infect ion in  my laptop,  praises  him as
if  he were the next messiah,  “fighting the good
fight”  for  the  hear ts  and minds  of  our  chi ldren.

Bu l l sh i t .
I’ve already writ ten about how he went

back on his  word to donate $10,000 to a  chi l-
dren’s  chari ty ,  but  now you,  loyal  readers ,  can
si t  back and enjoy more examples of  gushy,

ant i -gaming propaganda quotes ,  cour-
tesy of  Thompson’s  rel igious

Chr i s t i an  f r i ends ,  i nc lud-
ing a  Jesus  quote
taken  en t i r e ly  ou t
of context .

S topki l l . com and
J a c k
T h o m p s o n
want  “you to
get up out of

y o u r  c h a i r
b e c a u s e  y o u ’ r e

as  mad  as  He l l
about  the video
game indus t ry’s
as sau l t  on  our
c h i l d r e n  a n d

you’re not going
t o  t a k e  i t  a n y-

more . ”   They  warn
tha t  the  v ideo  game

i n d u s t r y  “ m e n t a l l y
molests  minors  for  money,”

and that  video games l ike
Grand Thef t  Auto are  “murder  s imulators” .

If video games teach kids how to effec-
t ively  and prof ic ient ly  k i l l  people ,  then why
even send the U.S. Marines through boot camp?
Apparent ly ,  we can jus t  le t  them play Grand
T h e f t  A u t o for a few months,  and they’ll  have all
the  ski l l s  needed to  defend our  country .  Af ter

al l ,  in that  game you can use machine guns,
tanks and even Harrier jets.   So, of course,  any-
one who plays i t  wil l  be able  to  use mil i tary
technology with the proficiency of those who’ve
had years  of  t ra in ing.   And apparent ly ,  the
soon- to-be-re leased game B u l l y ( in  which you
take over your school with weapons and tact ics
such as  s l ingshots ,  “swir l ies”  and your  bare
fists)  is  a “Columbine simulator”.   Gee,  I  didn’t
know Eric  Harr is  and Dylan Klebold were mur-
der ing thei r  c lassmates  wi th  weapons  used by
Dennis the Menace and Bart Simpson.  Could
tha t  mean tha t  The  S impsons te levis ion program
is just  a  ser ies  of  t ra ining videos for  would-be
k i l l e r s ?

A g a i n ,  t h a t  w e b s i t e  i s  c a l l e d
stopkil l .com, and if  you want to contact  Jack
Thompson and tel l  him what a moron he is ,  his
phone  number  i s  (305)  666-4366 ( I  f ind  i t  f i t-
t i n g  t h a t  “ 6 6 6 ”  i s  i n  h i s  n u m b e r ) .
Unfor tunate ly  there  i s  no  emai l  address .   Jus t
beware,  he may threaten to sue your ass  i f  you
disagree with him on anything.   Ever.

Another  websi te  tha t  should  be  wiped
out  by  Nor ton  Ant i -Virus  i s  c i t izensagains t-
thetroops.org.  Its creator,  Michael Crook, who
also ran the now defunct  forsakethetroops. info
and forsakethetroops.net ,  seems to have a major
vendetta  against  our men and women in uniform.
Crock—I mean Crook, actually celebrates the
deaths of  U.S.  soldiers  in Iraq,  claiming them all
to be morons who go to war to abuse taxpayer
money.   He also states,  “All  of  the extra
al lowances must  be el iminated.   Soldiers  should
be made to pay al l  of  their  expenses (food,  rent ,
uniforms,  e tc . )  f rom base salary,  just  as  i t  i s  in
the real  world.   The soldiers  should be made to
pay 100% of the cost  of  medical  insurance,  and
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When I  found out  that  world-renowned
“Iron” Chef Masaharu Morimoto was invited to
Stony Brook Universi ty to demonstrate his  leg-
endary cooking ski l ls ,  I  couldn’t  bel ieve i t .  

I t  u s e d  t o  b e  t h a t  e v e r y
Sunday in the l iving room I’d si t
down and watch Iron Chef r e l i g i o u s-
ly ,  a lways  very  in teres ted  in  and
eat ing Asian cooking cul ture.  The
appeal was that  two chefs,  one invit-
ed and one chosen,  dueled each other
in an hour-long cook-off ,  using a
main ingredient  (could  be  r ice ,  sa l t ,
tofu ,  bel l  peppers ,  or  l i v e s q u i d )  t h a t
was the focus of each chef’s dishes.
Ingred ien ts  were  remixed ,  cu t -up
l ive,  s t rewn,  boi led,  and careful ly
craf ted for  voiced-over  judges to
score  the  winning chefs  and thei r
d i s h e s .

Chef  Morimoto’s  cooking
experience,  now seen on Iron Chef
A m e r i c a,  came here November 9t h  a t
the SAC, when mostly s tudents  and
faculty showed up to see Morimoto do
his work.  Above the action of the
cooking area busy with Morimoto
h i m s e l f ,  h i s  s o u s  c h e f s ,  s t u d e n t
he lpe r s ,  and  cons tan t  sc rambl ing
and cooking was a huge projection
screen showing his  met iculous  hands
at  work.  

He sl iced,  he diced – he sl i t
open a  f ish ,  inver ted i t ,  s taked i t
through i t s  head  and  ta i l  in  c rescent
moon fashion,  and decorated i t  with

o t h e r  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  J a p a n e s e  d e l i c a c i e s .
Joining i t  was a lobster ,  cleaned out  from the
ins ide .  Tha t  d i sh  was  a  pure  example  o f
Morimoto’s talent of never creating the same

dish twice;  as always,  works of  art .  Students and
faculty who were lucky enough to be picked
enjoyed the f ish and lobster  formation with
square plates ,  sauces,  and chopst icks.  Morimoto

also cooked rice bowls,  enjoyed again
by a lucky few.

His  t rans la tor  was  there  to
help with  on-coming quest ions  f rom
the students.  Yes,  he is  a Yankees
fan, gets along with Bobby Flay, and
also t ravels  back and for th  between
New York and Philadelphia to over-
see  h is  res taurant  progress .  He a lso
works with  custom knifes  ranging in
pr i ce  f rom $4 ,000  to  $15 ,000  a
piece,  a  s m a l l step ahead of Ginsu.

He wasn’t  nervous at  all  as he
wasn’t  televised and in competi t ion.
In fact ,  Morimoto was in great  spir-
i t s ,  laughing,  chuckl ing,  and shar ing
jokes with the crowd, always garner-
ing a laugh.

His demonstrat ion came to a
close af ter  two and a half  hours and
had a meet  and greet ,  s igning auto-
graphs  and  happi ly  took  p ic tures
with  the  s tudents .  I  was very exci ted
to meet him and i t  was worth i t .  He
had that  same energy and smile  a l l
along and was very kind and gra-
c i o u s .  H e l l ’ s  K i t c h e n s t a r  c h e f
Gordon Ramsay he isn’t!

In  the  end ,  Mor imoto’s
ar r iva l  was  wel l - rece ived by a l l .
Clear ly  he was the winner  that  day.

Allez Cuisine
By Vincent Michael Festa

ME AND MORIMOTO, HE’S GOT FAST HANDS,
Courtesy of Vincent Michael Festa



& Loathing Page 31

co-pays  should  be  doubled  f rom the i r  cur ren t
rate.”   Mmm-hmm, food and uniforms are extra
allowances now, are they Criminal—I mean
Crook?  These people work in the most  high-risk
workplace of  al l ,  the bat t lef ield,  and we should-
n’t even give them food?

This  guy is  as  much of  a  prick as
President George W. Bush, and it  is  obvious (at
least  to me) that  something is  wrong with his
mind.  Don’t get me wrong, I don’t support
Bush’s  war  against  Third World countr ies  in
any way,  but  i t ’s  not  the soldiers  who decided to
go to  I raq and murder  count less  c ivi l ians .   This
depraved douchebag (and that’s  the nicest  term
I can think of  to  descr ibe him) shif ts  the  blame
of the Iraqi  people’s deaths to where i t  isn’t  due.
I  don’t  advocate murder,  but  I  personally would
feel better about the world around me if Cock—
damnit  I  meant Crook, were to die in a head-on
car collision with Charlie Rangel,  the New York
Democrat  who proposed a  draf t  for  the current
I raq  War  in  2003 .

Again,  that  computer  virus,  I  mean web-
site,  is  ci t izensagainstthetroops.org.   You can go
to the s i te  to  send him a scathing email ,  cal l  his
number  a t  (315)  295-2602,  or  v i s i t  h im a t  h i s
home in Syracuse,  NY.  The address is  420
Berwick Road South.  Tell him to stop advocating
and celebrat ing murder!   And while  you’re  a t  i t ,
if  anyone wants to do me a personal favor and
send a very nasty let ter  to  Charl ie  Rangel
te l l ing him that  he  should be ja i led for  a t tempt-
ed  murder  for  in t roducing a  b i l l  tha t  would
bind men and women ages 18-26 into s tate  s lav-
ery,  I  would be very gracious.   The phone num-
ber for  his  off ice in New York is  (212) 663-
3900 and the  address  i s  163  W.125th  St ree t
#737, ?New York, NY 10027.

The next  websi te  is  brought  to you from
the Lord Almighty himself ,  which explains  why
my atheist  brain feels  l ike i t ’s  going to force i ts
way out of my skull.   Bible.com, brought to you
by Bud and Betty Mil ler ,   has answers and solu-

t ions  regard ing  a l l  the  problems faced  by
American society today.   Unfortunately,  every
single one of them was f igured out  using the
Bible ,  thereby des t roying any shred of  credi-
bi l i ty  the s i te  could have had.   I t ’s  an example
of  t radi t ional  Chris t ian dogma where everything
and anything is  a  sin.   I  swear,  the only way to
go through a day without sinning is  to not  get  up
in the morning,  and I’m sure bible.com would
find a way to argue that that,  too, is  evil .

According to the si te,  which would have
been the number one s i te  on the web,  had there
been computers  during the Dark Ages,  the Bible
has something to say about everything.   Not just
about the roles of men and women, or the moral-
i ty  of  pre-mari ta l  sex,  or  homosexual i ty ,  abor-
t ion,  euthanasia  and masturbat ion,  but  even the
stock market,  Yoga,  and Pokémon.  Apparently,
Pokémon is  a  bibl ical  issue that  God denounced
in the Bible.   The s i te  continuously demonizes
other  non-Chris t ian rel igions.   For  example,  one
of the dangers of the “Pokémon fascination” is
tha t  “ch i ld ren  a re  sub t ly  be ing  indoc t r ina ted
into the theory of  evolut ion and mysticism of
the eastern religions.”  Now, I  used to watch
Pokémon rel igiously in junior  high school ,  and I
must  say that  Pokémon evolution has nothing to
do with Darwinian evolution.  Besides, we would
just  hate  to  have our  chi ldren learn any other
viewpoint  that’s  not  Chris t ian and creat ionis t .
Tolerance towards  other  cul tures  is  obviously
not  something we want to teach our children.

Betty Mil ler  actual ly wri tes ,  “Pokémon
is  short  for  “Pocket  Monsters”. When I was
growing up, we were taught monsters were evil ,
not something to play with.   When I  was a l i t t le
gir l ,  the “boogie man” or  monsters  caused us
fear and we did not  want to be around them.”
Yeah, l ike that’s not a system of thought that’s
not going to transfer over to how we view people
of  other  re l igions and nat ional i t ies ,  for  exam-
ple ,  Musl ims  and Arabs  in  a  pos t -9 /11  wor ld .

That’s  only the t ip of  the iceberg in
regards  to  th is  unholy websi te .   Everything that

is  harmless  but  i s  re jected by the  Roman
Cathol ic  Church is  regarded as  a  s in and not
something God wants in this world.   Meanwhile,
war  is  just i f ied by the websi te .   Gender  dis-
cr iminat ion i s  endorsed,  as  Mil ler  wr i tes  tha t ,
“A necessary ingredient  for  a  compat ible  union,
in  spi te  of  the abuses  that  occur  when men are
wrongly  taught  about  the i r  headship ,  i s  tha t
women submit  to  their  husbands.”   I  k id  you
not,  and Miller  also writes that  one of the most
prominent  dangers  to  modern-day  Amer ican
marr iages  i s  the  female-headed household  ( th is
last  piece of  information can be found in her
art icle  “Duties  of  a  Christ ian Wife”,  which is
found on the si te).   She’s obviously a stranger to
the Women’s Rights movement in America that
began in the Seneca Falls Convention over a cen-
tury ago.   Every problem in America in  regards
to our youth seems to stem from the Supreme
Court’s  decision to remove prayer from our pub-
lic schools.   Why do school shootings occur?
Lack of  prayer  in public  schools ,  that’s  why (as
a  corol lary ,  rebel l ious  chi ldren are  a  s ign of  the
Apocalypse) .

That’s only some of the medieval reli-
gious propaganda you wil l  f ind at  bible.com.
There is just  so much that I  can’t  even touch on
everything.  Be sure to log onto the website and
send them a  pol i te  emai l  request ing that  they
join  us  in  the  wonderful  world  that  i s  the  21st
century,  or  i f  you are  pressed for  t ime,  you can
pray to God to smite this  s i te .

This  is  only a  very short  l is t  of  the worst
of the World Wide Web.  There are obviously
many more s i tes  out  there  that  t ry  to  push some
sort  of  wacky bel ief  or  value upon Internet
surfers (I’m waiting for the day a Neo-Nazi web-
s i te  f inds  me) .   Apparent ly ,  pornography is  one
of the classier  genres of  websites on the Net
today,  which shows the  sorry  s ta te  humani ty  is
in.  Now if you’ll excuse me, I’m going to return
to  downloading tas teful  v ideo c l ips  off  of
hothornyincest teensandgoats .com (not  actual ly
a real website…I hope).

The Internet Is Rotting My Brain! (cont’d)
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