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elected SASU
president
By Eric F. Coppolino

I a~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Snident Leader News Service

AFTON, N.Y. - The Student Association of the
State University (SASU) began its 21st year earlier this
month with the election of SUNY Stony Brook student
Randy Campbell as president for the 1991-92 academic
year.

Campbell, last year's SASU delegate representing
Stony Brook, will represent nine SUNY student goverments
that belong to SUNY's oldest student advocacy organiza-
tion, which in recent years has been troubled by declining
membership among SUNY campuses.

Campbell, a former Polity senator, was also elected
president of the Student Assembly, a statewide organiza-
tion the membership of which includes all 64 units of
SUNY.

SASU and the Student Assembly currently have par-
allel structures, with officers and board of directors
members for one serving as officers and executive com-
mittee members for the other.

Other Officers Elected
Three vice presidential positions were filled in both

SASU and the Student Assembly when both organizations
conducted their annual meeting here, which is about 30
miles northeast of Binghamton.

Mary Kate Cullen, a student at SUNY Binghamton,
was elected to her second term in the position of executive
vice president of both SASU and the Assembly.

See SASU on page 7
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By David Joachim
Sutasmn Editor-in-Cief
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">be professor [Kerth] is afraid of losing his job,"
said Dane Spirio, an ASL student and an organizer of the
protest. "He's afraid less people will take his class because
of sign language's popularity."

Spirio, who said he is "heavily involved in deaf
culture," said the misconception about American sign
language is that it is not foreign. "It's not signed English,"
he said. He said the language is based on French and other
foreign languages.

Mark Aronoff, chairman of the linguistics depart-
ment, agreed. In a statement, Aronoff wrote: "The internal
structure of the words is ... similar to Latin, Sanskirt,
Navaho, or Eskimo."

"Do members of the deaf community regard Ameri-
can English . . . as foreign to them?" he added. "If the
answer is yes, then ASL is a foreign language and deaf
culture is a foreign culture."

"Foreign means people don't know it," said Penny
Wong, an ASL student, "and most of us don't."

In response to Kerth's argument that ASL has no
written literature, Lawrence Forestal, an ASL instructor,
said: "There is plenty of literature material relating to sign

laninv»e. and dle»zafn-cm. hirnvoe.

history."
Forestal, who is deaf, urged

the cirriculum committee to al-
low ASL students and deaf people
to talk to the committee before a
decision is made. "How can the
committee set such policies
without real knowledge of sign
language?" he asked.

Forestal also said thatKerth's
information on the number of students who received A's
was "exaggerated."

University President John Marburger called the issue
"complicated" but would not comment further.

Charles Franco, chairman of the foreign language
proficiency committee, said: "I can see both sides of the
argument." He added that the committee will have a
recommendation for the University Senate by the begin-
ning of the Fall semester.

Kerth wrote that ASL courses do not "fulfill the purpose"
of the university requirement because it is not foreign. And
hewrote that the courses are an "easy A," which has caused
the courses' enrollment to "grow out of all proportion."

According to Kerth, more than 60 percent of the ASL
students receive an A. 'This has
led some of us to believe that the
popularity of sign language has
but little to do with a committment
to the hearing impaired," he wrote,
"and a great deal to do with the
grading pattern."

Because of this grading pat-
tern, he wrote, enrollment has
soared in ASL courses, and
dropped dramatically in other
foreign language courses.

Kerth refused comment.
Roman de la Campa, chairman of the department of

comparative literature, called for "controls" on the ASL
courses. He said he thinks ASL should be able to fulfill the
language requirement, but not in its present form. "When
vnii havhe hindr»rc nf rnernln tak-

ing a course, and over 50 percent
get A's, there is a question," he
said.

De la Campa added that sign
language courses "should have full
time faculty who have a scholarly
investment." The courses are
presently taught by adjunct profes-
sors, he said.

Lou Deutsch, chairwoman of
the Hispanic languages department, said sign language is
not a foreign language and condemned the frequency of
high grades in the class. "Any modal-A course [a course
that gives out AXs to more than 50 percent of the class]
should not count for a requirement," she said.

In response to Kerth's memo, more than 30 students
held a protest May 9 in front of the administration building
and gathered over 1,000 student signatures to continue
accepting ASL for the university requirement.

Stony Brook students don't even have to speak to
fulfill their undergraduate foreign language requirements.

But while the University at Stony Brook currently
accepts a one-year series of
American Sign Language courses
to satisfy its degree requirement,
several faculty are beginning to
ask questions.

Is American Sign Language a
foreign language? And if so, are
the courses challenging enough to
qualify for the undergraduate re-
quirement?

These questions were asked
by the English department of the
university last month, when it
voted not to allow ASL courses to satisfy the English
department's foreign language requirement, despite stu-
dent protests.

After what Thomas Kranidas, English department
chairman, called "long and serious discussion," the de-
partment decided to continue its present policy, which
does not allow ASL to fulfill the department's require-
ment. The department requires its majors to take one year
of a foreign language, Kranidas said.

The issue has also reopened campus debate over the
university's undergraduate foreign language requirement,
which was not affected by the English department's vote.

Several faculty are opposed to continuing the accep-
tance of ASL as fulfilling the undergraduate foreign lan-
guage requirement, which mandates that students take one
year of a foreign language to graduate.

On behalf of several foreign language department
chairs, Thomas Kerth, chairman of the Germanic and
Slavic languages department, sparked student protest when
he recommended that ASL be removed as a course that
fulfills the undergraduate requirement. In a memorandum
to the foreign language proficiency committee - an
advisory committee to the University Senate's cirriculum
committee, which determines student requirements-
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Comic Strip Live (Channel 7). An Evening At
The Improv. MTV's Half Hour Comedy Hour.

Go Crazy
The Bionic Chicken

Voices raised over sign language course?s

KITCHEN OPEN - HAPPY HOUR DAILY OPEN FROM 11 AM DAILY 4-7PM FREE BUFFET

G[ANE) D <f.B'.x- OPNNENG
Featuring the Best of Nationally Known UP AND COMING COMICS

Call For Info & Reservations (Formerly Tulsas) 467-6969 262 Portion Road, Lake Ronkonkoma
Directions: L.I.E. Exit 60N to Portion Road, right on Portion Road to Konkoma Komedy (about 1/2 mile)
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of a stress is put on public education - a shift of
funds to public schools only increased the qual-
ity of state schools, and in turn created better
private universities through their new competi-
tion.

The $100 million in subsidies that goes into
private universities in New York State every
year only helps keep the cost of education up, as
SUNY must raise tuition to keep its head above
water, and private universities take advantage of
their popularity by charging exorbitant tuition.

Give the taxpayers what they want: a quality
and accessible public education.

As tuition for public universities in New
York goes up $500, and the University at Stony
Brook prepares for an estimated $8.5 million cut,
the state pays private universities over $100
million a year in subsidies.

This money, which is granted to private
universities according to their number of annual
graduates, is meant to subsidize the cost of
private colleges for students who attend the
university. But as most states have recognized,
these subsidies help private education at the
expense of public education.

The money that goes into the private univer-
sities only discourages students from choosing

the public universities, such as Stony Brook,
because high school seniors recognize that while
State University schools suffer budget cuts, pri-
vate schools flourish.

These subsidies also defeat the purpose of
taxation, as out-of-state residents are more likely
to go to private schools than public schools in
New York. Therefore, out-of-state residents are
getting a disproportionate share of state taxes.

State residents should be the state's top pri-
ority.

Of course, private universities would say
that without these funds, they could not exist.
But as we have seen in California - where more

about 40 percent of it. cation more seriously. It's time we considered
Soon we will take 100 percent of the burden education a priority instead of a nuiscance. It's

and public education will be but a memory. time we put the "public" back into public educa-
It's time the state, and the nation, took edu- tion.

The $500 tuition hike passed by the state
represents an almost 60 percent increase in the
State University tuition in one year. And it rep-
resents students taking a larger burden of their
cost of education than ever before in New York
State.

At the same time, the state wasted millions of
dollars because the State Legislature could not
produce a budget on time - again. And mean-
while, the legislature delays a raise in taxes to the
richest New Yorkers, which would create several
more millions of dollars.

Although Gov. Mario Cuomo vetoed the
restorations to state financial aid programs, he
did do something right in his executive budget
plan. He offered a plan to tax the sale of large
estates 10 percent, and othernon-income-related
taxes of the richest New Yorkers. But the legis-
lature would not go for it.

Therefore, the state has students - who are
among the poorest in the state - taking the
burden of the cost of education instead of the
rich. What a plan.

What will it take for the state to realize the
importance of affordable education? Remem-
ber, 20 years ago, tuition for the State University
of New York wasfree for New York State resi-
dents. This means that the state picked up 100
percent of students' tuition. Now it only picks up
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Stony Brook Statesman, the newspaper for
SUNY-Stony Brook, is a non-profit literary
corporation that is published twice weekly. Its
offices are located in the lower level of the
Student Union. For information on
advertising, call 632-6480 weekdays from 9
AM to 5 PM. Editorials represent the majority
opinion of the Editorial Board and are written
by one of its members or a designee. Stony
Brook Statesman welcomes letters, viewpoints
or suggestions about newsworthy events on or
around campus. Write to Stony Brook
Statesman at the addresss listed above or
Room 058 of the Student Union, Campus Zip
3200.

© 1991 Statesman Association, Inc.
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This summer, $149 is all it will take to get the body
you want. Because from May 1st through Sep-
tember 21st, $149 gets you 3 months member-
ship at the only health club featuring the intense
30-Minute Workout.™

A fast, full body workout that offers all the muscle

conditioning and aerobic benefits of a 90-minute
workout in just a fraction of the time. All made
possible by our revolutionary new Lifecircuit 1'
computerized exercise machines. Now isn't that
worth $149?

The 30-Minute Workout™ - for total fitness.
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NASSAU & SIOLK
Bay Shore
Copiague (Loehmann's
Plaza)
Huntington (TSS Mall)
Lake Grove
(Loehmann's Plaza)
Levittown
Rockville Centre
Westbury

QUEENS
Elmhurst
Lefrak City/Forest Hills
LttWe Neck/Bayside

MANHATTAN
Broadway & 75th Street
Madison Ave. & 55th St.
Wall Street Area
5th Ave. & 53rd St.
86th St. & Lex. Ave.

ROCKLAND COUNTY
Nanuet

NEW JERSEY
Brick
Clifton
East Brunswick
Englewood Cliffs
Fairfield

BROOKLYN
Bensonhurst
Coney Is. & Kings Hwy.
Sheepshead Bay

BRONX
Riverdale/Bronx

WESTCHESTER
Port Chester
Yonkers

NEW JERSEY
Uvingston
Ocean (Seaview Sq.
Mall)
Paramus
Somerville
Springfield
Wayne
Woodbridge

, JACK FTNESS CENTER
FOR TOTAL FITNESS

Join for $149 advance cash payment for a three month, limited. non-renewable membership. Must show valid student I.D. for student membership. Offer ends September 21, 1991 .

3 MONTHS FOR $149

TO BE INSTANTLY CONNECTED TO THE NEAREST LOCATION,

CALL 1-800-695 7777



-- -
g - --

r!t * t

474-0004 _474-0004

_~~~~~~~~~~ -

s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- I

EmZ5

w W .y . . ... he~~~~~~~~

Stony Brook Students, Faculty, and Staff

Get the most for your
.---- . car insurance dollar.:: 

* -
: : A*-: -:-

-: 0:: i: : : : t 0 0 i 0 - - i : : i- |0 - A: t 9 0 ' : R A: : i- S -0:: 9:: :E:

:::-. - | s - - s - - - s - ::::::

::-. s - - - s - ':-:

_ _ l | r , i _ r _ s i

,,, ,., - L w i | | i | z �* _di::

i ark | RL i al >_
. . _ | | u ..

.... _ I - _l-|| | _ .;.

-Never A Broker's Fee! _

He -- O
I\

V-4ON

Tf"

C3

AX

,I

u!

>-

m

"O

00

4

Cl*

N

.Transminssions
nt For Students & Faculty
\r Troanemicein\n Rp^n irc

, a €aOUtll7aivial JLXVjaJ JL a

',ANSMISSION II
4E UP SPECIAL!

Row $9.95! M C
R $ 14.95 MOST AMERICAN CARS

Ask About Our Extended Warranties
Loan-A-Car When Available
875 Middle Country Road

St. James
Approximately 1/2 Mile West

of Smith Haven Mall
724-8349 724-3332

10ONID&I

-------- ----

Call us!
We'll show you why Allstate
is a better value.

689-7770

Rte. 347) Ilns ates
Allstate Insurance Company

Northbrook. Illinois

Coventry Commor
(Cr. Stony Brook Rd. & F

Next to TCBY

1 or 2 vweek courses
Low Tuition

Largest Job Placement Service in Long Island

IO7VAZ BARTENDERS SCHOOL

I

; -'

St. James
10% Discou

v^f U a; X ,r

(

RT. 110
Huntington

(51 6) 385-1 600



SASU, Student
Assembly
officers named
SASU from page 2

Shiela Stowell, who last semester served as SASU's
legislative intern, was elected vice president for campus
affairs for both SASU and the Assembly. Stowell ran
unopposed.

Jeff Luks, who last year served as chair of the Central
Council at SUNY Albany, was elected SASU vice presi-
dent for campus affairs and the Assembly's vice president
for community colleges. Luks ran unopposed for the
SASU vice presidency, but was opposed by a student at
Erie Community College for the Student Assembly vice.
presidency.

Campbell to Serve on SUNY Trustees
The Student Assembly presidency, which the SASU

president has held for as long as the Assembly has existed,
is a position of little power other than automatic, or 'ex
officio" membership to the State University Board of'
Trustees, which governs the entire State University system.

Campbell, who was sworn in as student trustee June
12, succeeds SUNY Oswego graduate student Judith Krebs
as president of both SASU and the Student Assembly.

Campbell defeated Darrin Brightman, a delegate from
SUNY Oneonta, for both positions by wide margins.
Brightman came close to losing his delegate seat at the
conference, but was able to secure both SASU and Assem-
bly delegate seats from SUNY Oneonta, which recently
decided to leave SASU.

Campbell told the approximately 80 voting delegates
that he was "Running on a platform of reform," saying he
believed that SASU and the Assembly needed to undergo
serious changes if they were to remain viable organiza-
tions.

One of those changes, he said, was the need to
*Diversify the upper and middle class leadership."

Campbell also also stressed the need to increase
membership in SASU, which is done on a campus by
campus basis, with students voting annually on whether to
continue membership.

Diversity and racial issues became a prevailing theme
of the conference when Shawn Graham, who was nomi-
nated for executive vice president, accused the SASU
organization of placing minorities in leadership roles as
tokens. Graham only seeked nomination, she said, to raise
this subject. Once Graham finished her speech, she de-
clined the nomination.

Classifieds
FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 1984 Yamaha CV50L Moped, 2070 miles,
like new. $500,632-6100 or 751-2842.

--

15 Years of Experience

Free Local Pickup & Delivery

'87 Pontiac Bonneville LE
4-door, FWD, P/S, P/W, P/B, A/C, AM-FM
cassette, cruise, tilt, soft top, luggage rack,

36K, excellent condition. $8,300 neg.
Call Dave: 632-6480.

'87 Caddy Brougham - 4-door,
P/S, P/W, P/B, A/C, AM-FM cassette, cruise,

leather interior, 55K, excellent condition.
$9,700 neg. Call Dave: 632-6480.
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Student Leader News Servce

Gov. Mario Cuomo last week vetoed
restorations in financial aid programs pro-
posed by the State Legislature, which were
in response to Cuomo's elimination of the
programs in his executive budget.

The following is a list of the
legislature's restorations before they were
vetoed by the governor. These changes in
state aid are not final because of the ex-
ecutive veto, and the legislature must now
find a compromise plan.

* TAP The need-based Tuition As-
sistance Program, proposed by the gover-

Cuomo 1 restoatio7 in ;

*

I

By David Joachim
Statesman Editor-in-aief

Despite student protest about the 31st University at
Stony Brook commencement ceremony, the event was
held without disruption May 19 in the Indoor Sports
Complex.

Student protest stemmed from the university's deci-
sion to hold commencement indoors for the first time in
Stony Brook's history, which resulted in a petition of
about 1,000 students against the plan. A group of seniors
also reportedly threatened to stage a walk-out during the
ceremony in response to the move indoors.

University President John Marburger said the move
indoors was experimental and was necessary to save
money.

The atmosphere of the event differed from past com-
mencement ceremonies, with graduates doing things like
"the wave" and bouncing beach balls around the complex,
rituals ordiarily performed during indoor rock concerts
and the like.

Sherry Nathan, a graduate of biochemistry and this
year's student speaker, told the audience of about 5,000
people of her experience at Stony Brook. "They said Stony
Brook was among the collegiate 'best buys'," she said.
SWell, they were right, and I've received a wonderful

education."
Nathan, who said she plans to return to Stony Brook

for medical school, predicted that the Class of '91 will
have a great impact on society. "'Over the next few years

nor to be cut $66 million, was restored $33
million by the legislature. TAP awards, for
most students, would be cut by between
$50 and $225, instead of Cuomo's proposed
cut of between $100 and $400.

- Regents Scholarships In existence
since 1913, the last cheks of the this merit-
based program have all been written. At
one time the $250 awards, based on aca-
demic performance, covered all tuition
costs. The program was terminated by
Cuomo and not restored by the legislature,
but a replacement program, based on need,
is on the drawing board of the Assembly

Higher Education Committee.
* STEP and C-STEP These pro-

grams, which totaled $10 million last year
and provide academic funding, special tu-
toring and instruction for students of color
and international students, were slated for
elimination by Cuomo. The legislature,
however, attempted to restore the plan to
$7 million.

Liberty Schlarships These
sholarships were supposed to guarantee for
underprivileged students starting the Fall.
They were slated for indefinite delay by
Cuomo, and not restored by the legislature.

e Empire State Scholarships These
$2,00 per student scholarships were can-
celed by Cuomo before the legislature at-
tempted to restore the program to $1,800.

* Aid to Part Time Study An im-
portant program for the City University of
New York because of its high part-time
enrollment, this was increased by $1 mil-
lion to $ 1 million a year. Legislation passed
during the end-of-year budget cuts in 1990
relaed eligibility for the program, liberat-
ing millions of dollars that were allocated
each year, but literally went unspent.

*
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the names in your newspapers will be the names of your
fellow graduates," she said. "Take a look over your shoul-
der, look to your right, look to your left. You might be
sitting beside the next Watson and Crick, Marie Curie,
Donald Trump, Janet Jackson, George Bush, or even the
next President Marburger."

Nathan encouraged the graduating class to look ahead
rather than behind. "Just as an infant is born, nurtured, and
eventually rises to take its first steps," Nathan said, "we
were born from high school, nurtured in college, and alas,
now its is time to take our first steps.

"We're not Stony Brook replicas but we will always
carry a piece of this institution in everything we do for the
rest of our lives."

Mathilde Krim, founding co-chair of the American
Foundation for AIDS research, discussed her experiences
in AIDS research and discussed the future of the disease in
her address. She predicted that AIDS research and the
search for a cure will allow the medical profession to better
understand AIDS and other incurable diseases.

"AIDS research. . . will open vast new frontiers for a
better understanding and control of many diseases other
than AIDS that still are, today, equally incurable," Krim
said. "Then, although the precious young lives lost to
AIDS cannot be reclaimed, the pain and suffering wrought
on mankind by AIDS will, at least, not have been in vain."

Krim told the graduates that their training and under-
standing of the problems of the world will help find
answers to many of the world's problems. "Your educa-

tion has qualified you as active participants in bringing
about changes," she said. "You are among the first genera-
tion that can give flesh to the spirit of human solidarity on
a global level."

Marburger, who gave the closing address, told the
graduates not to rely on luck for their future. "To ascribe
prosperity to good fortune is a trap," he said. "From all we
know about the universe, neither prosperity nor ruin is
preordained."

Marburger said that although graduates earned their
degrees, success requires more. "Academic degrees do not
ensure success in life," Marburger said. "They do not
ensure anything beyond a first step toward being taken
seriously because people know it is not easy, especially at
Stony Brook, to earn a degree.

'Real success comes only as the result of real effort.
Your readiness to act to help yourself and others will create
the conditions that others call 'good luck'."

Marburger concluded: "And so I will not this time
wish you luck. Instead I wish you fortitude and resource-
fulness, and above all, the will to take responsibility for
your own life, and not to trust any other than yourself."

The 1991 H.Lee Dennison Valedictorian Award,
which is the valedictorian award for a transfer student, was
given to Ronny Bachrach.

The 1991 Ward Melville Valedictorian Award, granted
to the graduating senior with the best academic record
during the four years at Stony Brook, was given to Mich-
elle Stephens.
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