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~ Angry Students:
It Doesn't Compute

Polity Council Accused of Lavish Spending on G ” r Parts

2z CaN A 35 PM.

';n to exit executive session by Calvin Coleman

ndrez Carberry
is will attend C?uncil on Monday at 7:30 PM.

p» 40
The money to upgrade the system as agreed per last Council Minutes will be taken out of
audit money.
Audit money $21, 440.50

Of the $21, 440.50, $18,500 will go into the computer line account for the upgrade and
purchase of CD-ROM and Scanner.

See Story on Page 3

www.sinc.sunysb.edu/Clubs/statesmn.
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OPEN AN ACCOUNT ON,
CAMPUS WE LL CARRY
YOUR BOOKS

EASY FULL SERVICE BANKING NOW ON THE |
LOWER LEVEL OF THE STUDENT ACTIVITIES CENTER

| NO FEE, N0 MINIMUM BALANCE SUDENT CLASSIC CHECKINGACCONT

4+ FREE BACKPACKS OR + TRAVEL DISCOUNTS
DUFFEL BAGS | | + RESTAURANT DISCOUNTS
+ FREE ATM CARD '~ 4+ HOTEL DISCOUNTS -
+ FREECHECKCARD 4+ ENTERTAINMENT

+ FREE CHECKS | DISCOUNTS

S516- 689 8900

Monday Frlday 9:00AM-4:30PM, Thursdays 9:00AM-7:00PM

" HOME FEDERAL

SAVINGS BANK

YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO FAR TO GET FART

MenIber PDIC 31 CONVENIENT BRANCH LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT BROOKLYN, QUEENS, NASSAU, SUFFOLK AND STATEN ISLAND
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‘Students Prostest US Involvement in Iraq
Group Ra]11es In Support of Peace in the M1ddle East

By Bianca Loso
Statesman Staff

This past Monday, protesters gathered near
the Student Activity Center, picketing for a
peaceful end to the current dispute between Iraqi
and American governments. Most of the
demonstrators, which numbered between 20 and
30 people during the course of the day, were from
the Stony Brook community and surrounding
areas. They gathered in front of the Old
Chemistry building to protest the Clinton
administration’s threat of military force against
Iraq.

The anti-attack rally, which was co- sponsored
by the Catholic Campus Ministry, the Protestant
Ministry and the Universalist Unitarian Ministry
received a strong show of support from other
prominent religious platforms such as the United
Methodists and the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship.

The rally, which started at 12 pm, drew the
attention of students, faculty and administration
officials who came out in large measure to show
their support and participate.

‘Protesters carried colorful banners featuring
slogans such as “Just Say No to Bombing”, “Seek

Peace Not War”, and distributed fliers publicizing -

their belief in the need to pursue what they see
as a humanitarian approach in the dispute, which
rejects the use of violence. By mid-afternoon, an
estimated 100 signatures were obtained in a
petition urging President Clinton and
administration officials to forego the possibility
of a military strike if Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
refused to comply with the mandate of UN
Inspection teams.

A particularly sensitive issue that was raised
as a rallying pitch against the US-led sanctions
and violent confrontation was the plight of the
children of Iraq and the devastating consequences

By ALEXANDRA Cruz

that it could have for their safety and securlty

MaryAnn Bell, one of the key organizers of
this demonstration said, “Drop the sanctions and
not the bombs. They have now killed more than
75,000 human beings in Iraq, the great majority,
children and older persons. More than 4,500
children under the age of five are dying every
month in this war-torn nation. One third of Iraq’s
surviving children have stunted growth and
serious nutritional deficiencies that will deform
and shorten their lives.”

Gina Seyden, a senior at Stony Brook said,
“It’s time to act in a peaceful way because we gain
nothmg from pumshmg innocent people caught
in the middle of this crisis.”

The United Methodist Church along with
other National Council of Churches (NC C)
members drafted a letter to the President
demanding a peaceful resolution of the issue.
“Continue diplomacy patiently, even doggedly.
Pursue a humanitarian not a military option,” the
letter advised. ,

Bob Hecherer from the Department of
Environmental Conservation at Stony Brook said,
“We need to raise the consciousness of the
American public to the often damaging effects of
US foreign policy ori Iraq, Cuba and many Central
American countries.”

Stephen Preston a graduate student at the
university commented, “The Clinton
Administration seems to care more about the
conspiracies to murder Vince Foster and these
very same people seem unconcerned about a
policy that would in effect murder a million or
more innocent Iraqis amounting to genocide.”

Melissa Mcintosh, a student from Centereach
High School who was visiting SB, said “ I believe
that war is wrong because it hurts innocent

See RaLwy, Page 5

Courtesy of The Stony Brook‘ Pressv
Demonstrators gathered to protest any possibility of
attack against Iraq. .

Polity Council Faces Criticism on Spending

and Services Council or into the

Statesman Editor

The Polity Council last night
faced serious criticism from
members of the campus community
after it was found that they had
earlier approved thousands of
dollars in expenditures for computer
supplies. Critics charged that the
money allocated for the equipment
was unreasonably high, and that the
council did not follow the strict
procedures that it forces on clubs
which ask for Polity’s budget

. approvals.

The Senate brought to debate
the $18,000 allocation made by the
Polity Council, which was made
earlier this month for computer
equipment. Ryan Muldoon and
Yvonne Glandville, members of the
Roth Quad Regatta Executive Board
questioned the allocation and
proposed that any future
‘expenditures made by the Council be
brought to the Senate’s attention.

On February 13, $18,500 was
approved by the council for a system
upgrade, a cd-rom and a scanner.

~According to Muldoon and
Glandville, it is absurd that the
equipment could cost that high a

figure, and they wondered why the
Council had not been taken to task

for the expenditure.

“The people I’ve spoken to who
make their living with computers
said this was outrageous,” Muldoon
said. Muldoon then quoted prices
from a computer catalog, placing the
price of the equipment at just over
$3,400 for the more expensive
models.

“In the past, when we allocated
money for trophies, I made sure
everything was correct and we were
still' called back by Polity,” said
Glandville, who along with Muldoon
is an executive board member of the
Roth Quad Regatta. She said she
had to go and explain to the
bookkeeping staff why they had to

purchase trophies and why they had

to be of a certain type or height.
“The Polity Council then passes
something like this and nobody asks
any questions,” she said. -

“We’re looking for quahty and
for something that will last longer,”
said Marjorie Eyma, Polity treasurer.
“You want something affordable but
you also want quality.”

Eyma said that Polity is looking
for a specific program to run their

computer systems. According to
Eyma, The Merging Technologies
Group was the only company who
was able to provide them with the

exact specifications they needed to

run their office. :
In a letter to the Polity council,

“Carol Grubel of Polity stated, “The

fileserver upgrade is at a critical
stage as the memory in our fileserver
at present is just about maxxed out.

. The second part is the program for
our new imaging system. We have

looked for the companies who do this

and have not come up with any that
do what we need it to do. .This
software will be customized for our
purposes. As you are aware, any
archieval [sic] of records is only as

. 8ood as the retrieval of the records.”

Diane Lopez Polity vlce
president said, “The system they

- have shown us is not what we need.”

Lopez welcomed anyone with an
alternative that would meet the
specific software Polity needed.
“We have to look for a cheaper
source,” she said.

Originally, Muldoon asked the
Senate to reduce the allocation for
the system and give the money that

-was left over to either the Programs

‘he said.

line-budget. Muldoon said that
since he was not aware that Polity
was looking for more than just a
scanner and a cd-rom that Polity
should look for bids from other
companies. “I went with what I had,”
“I used the council minutes.”
The Council argued that the bidding
process had already been completed and
that Merging Technologles was the best

“choice.

" “Obviously if we’ve sat here
arguing for over an hour its because it’s
of concern,” said Christine Sadowski,
commuter senator.

Sadowski . and Senior
Representative Jawond Brown presented
to the senate a proposal to have Grubel
give a detailed description of what
exactly is needed by the Polity. The
Polity Council agréed to- give anyone
interested the information needed for the
computer program bidding; anyone who

«can find a cheaper program will be able

to present the information to the Senate
at next Wednesday’s meeting..

“I came here because I thought there
was something that was not right,”
Muldoon said. “That’s how I thought
this government worked. That a student
with a concern could be listened to.”
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' POLITY - YOUR STUDENT GOVERNMENT

'STUDENT POLITY

ASSOCIATION Inc

WI|| be holdmg elections
in April 1998 for

EXecutlve Councit Posutlons ‘

Avgllablg Positions:

Presrdent Vice President, Secretary, .

Senior Representative,
“Junior Representative,

| Sophomore Representative

PETITIONING BEGINS MONDAY
MARCH 2, 1998

Ple up Petition Forms in the Pollty Suite
SAC rm 202
Deadlme For Al Petmons

Frlday March 6, 1998 at 4:30 PM!

.You must submit a platform with
- your. candrdate position - Elections.
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STUDENT GOVERNMEN

Apphcatlons for all

(SAB)Student Activity Board

p03|t|ons¢}are now being accepted.

appllcatlon at the
Pohty Suite SAC rm 202.

Deadlme for all applications is |

March 13 1998 until 4 30 pm

Available positions include:
Executive Chair,
' Concerts Chair, Activities Cha/r
Product/on Manager,
Public Relations Officer,

Comedy and Lectures Chair
~ and MPB chaiir.

If interested, please pick up an N

Pres1dent Sh1rley Strum Kenny invites
the campus commumty to the third presentation ;
in the

 Presidential Lecture Series
- “An Art Journey:
David C. Dnskell Painter”

'David C. Driskell, renowned expertin .

- African American art, practicing artist, educa-

tor, curator, scholar and art consultant to
" The Whlte House ‘

. * % *
Presentation: Staller Center Art Gallery
Wednesday, March 4, 1998
- 12:40 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. (campus life time)
* Kk *
Art Show Student Union Art Gallery
March 4-20
* * *
Reception and exhlbltlon opemng

Student Union Gallery .
March 4, 1998, 2:30 p.m.-4:00'p.m.

STONY
BROWK

= An"AA/EO employer and edueator‘ Fof a disabjlity related-acconmodation call'632-6225;

LITY - YOUR STUDENT GOVERNMENT

TUTOR?

 Student Polity

-is looking for you!

This ’service is being offered
FREE to students
‘who are not eligible for free

tutormg prov1ded by other areas.

Pleas_e come up to the Polity Office

- SAC Suite 202
for further details.




NYPIRG Sets New Goals For Semester

By Rava Eip

Statesman Editor

The New York Public Interest
Research Group, NYPIRG, a not for
profit public organization, held its
student-action meeting last night in
the Student Union. NYPIRG’s
general interest meetings are held

twice annually in order to discuss

issues and projects that they will be
focusing on each semester. This is
-NYPIRG’s 25th anniversary and
they have helped to pass over 120
legislative laws in New York State.

This semester NYPIRG’s
projects include higher education,
homeless outreach, environmental
preservation, consumer action, voter
registration, public health, and a
spring organizing conference.

Each project was represented
and discussed by the different
project leaders at the meeting.

The project leaders for higher'

education Damien Taylor and
Victoria Ortiz focused their talk on
the 160% increase in students’
tuition during the past 8 years, and
NYPIRG’s refusal to endorse
Governor George Pataki until he
makes moves to -lower tuition.
Taylor and Ortiz also used the forum
to discuss the plight of poorer
students, in light of statistics which
they claim show a 90 percent

reduction in the Tuition Assistance

Program, TAP. As a result,
NYPIRG and other SUNY student
groups -are pushing for a 20-25
percent reduction in tuition, which
they say is but a small percentage of
the projected state budget surplus of
over $80 million. According to
Taylor, the $10 million for the new
stadium and the $25 million towards
rebuilding on campus is not enough.
“We need tuition help today,” Taylor
said.

This Monday, March 2,
NYPIRG, in collaboration with
Polity, will be sending a delegation
of students to Albany to lobby for a
tuition decrease. In order to help
students with their lobbying skills,
NYPIRG will be holding office
hours for lobby training on Friday
at 11:00 a.m.

The homeless is another project
close to NYPIRG’s heart. NYPIRG’s

Students Rally For Peace |

From RaLLy, Page 3

agenda on homeless outreach, is
going to be coordinated by Jessica
Scianna. Programs for the homeless
project will include a volunteer-a-
thon, “dorm storming,” “empty
plates,” and a children’s art program.

“Empty Plates” is a program
organized to collect money for soup
kitchens and shelters. Fraternities,
Sororities, and other student
organizations will also be
“storming” the dorms to collect food

- and toiletries to dondte to the

shelters. A team of students will also
be venturing to elementary schools
to educate children about poverty
because “children are the eyes of the
world,” said Scianna. Todd
Stebbins, Project Coordinator of
NYPIRG said, “this is the most
rewarding project this semester.”
Led by John DeJesus, NYPIRG
will promote an environmental
project campaign that will focus on
global warming and pesticides
disclosure. Statistically, 1 out of
every 8 women on Long Island have

Breast Cancer, and 1 out of every 25

males have prostate or testicular
cancer. Delesus said there was a
growing concern that the use of
pesticides on Long Island may be
related to the high rates of these
cancers.

NYPIRG lobbied for the passage
of the Pesticide Disclosure Law,
mandating business and farms to
report. their uses of pesticides.
NYPIRG’s environmental campaign

will include locating pesticide usage -

on Long Island, and alerting the area
media about its use on Long Island.
Along with pesticides, global

‘warming is another environmental

project NYPIRG is taking on. On
April 22, Earth Day, NYPIRG
chapters will be having a Lobby Day
in Washington, D.C., where students
will be able to voice their opinions
concerning this issue.

Other important issues that
NYPIRG will be taking on include
the Small Claims Court Action
Center, which will provide students
with procedural advice on consumer

programs ]
Several .other ~ consumer
advocacy projects will be

implemented as well. ATM surveys

civilians. How can we possibly go al‘ong\with

this?”

The protest, which continued until 4 pm
Monday afternoon, was hailed a success. When
‘reached for comment, Bell said, “We were able
to get a very positive response from the Stony
Brook community on this issue. At least 100 or
more students signed on to a petition requesting
the end to the U.S. threat to launch another
prolonged missile attack against the people of
Iraq. We also received a similar number of

being.

Nations. Q

signatures on a petition to end the 7-year
sanction against the Iraqi people.

Recent developments in the crisis, arising.
out of a UN-brokered deal with Iraq over arms
inspections, has seen the US government
backing down from the use of force for the time

The US continues to maintain a strong
military presence in the Gulf, leaving the
~ possibility of air strikes in case Saddam Hussein
fails to keep his commitment to.the United

will be taken to protect consumers

from increasing fees imposed by
banks and other ATM owners. Students
and other activists can participate in this
campaign to get rid of ATM surcharges.

The students with disabilities
project will help to make common
campus facilities more handicap
accessible. In addition to the Disability

Reform, a Tobacco Reform campaign -

will be lobbying to cut out tobacco
advertisements and will try to get local
legislators to raise taxes on cigarettes.

Executive Director for NYPIRG,
Chris Meyer and Guest Speaker at last
night’s meeting further discussed the
importance of NYPIRG and student
involvement. According to Meyer, “it
is the blood, sweat, and tears of
students,” that spearheaded the
NYPIRG campaign.

Although they have been able to

- NYPIRG Executive Difector, Chris Meyer

: : ourtesy of T}
Protesters made their voices heardy
Monday’s rally.

Statesman/Tee Lek D. Ying

create these programé, NYPIRG doesn’t

have the money or the power that most.

political action groups have. According
to Meyer, for the past 25 years NYPIRG
has been trying to eliminate this power
interest because the most important
thing is “to work with students about
issues that students care about,” Meyer

" said. -

During the first weekend of April,
NYPIRG will be holding it’s annual
Spring Conference in Syracuse.

~ Approximately 40 workshops will be held

in order to give students the opportunity

to build their leadership and interpersonal

skills. Regional Coordinator for
NYPIRG, Peter Lamia is interested in
uniting all the SUNY Chapters and
“connecting you, the student, with other
students,” said Lamia. For more
information on NYPIRG, call 632-

h Bmokw;’fess
during
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Police Blotter

February 24 1:00 am

A suspicious persbn was spotted-in the
Sports Complex. The peérson was
removed by police and fcken 'ro an off
campus location.

February 2'4 8:31 am

A student had parked h|s 1998 Chevrolef :

Tahoe at the Mendelsohn parking lot the

‘previous day at 7:15 pm. When he went

back for his car at the time of the report,
he found that the vehicle, a four door
truck volued at $39 000, was mlssmg

Februory 241 00 p.m.

- A black purse located under a- deék in

The Stonp Brook étatésman Thursday, February 26, 1998

victim in the face in Harriman Hall.

“SINC site reports that she left her wallet

-the second level of the SBS building was
‘reported missing. The victim said she left’
‘_'purse unsecured in an office whose door
‘was left unlocked while she was gone
during the day. A Visa, MasterCard, and
- aJC Penney credl'r cord were s'rolen

February 24 5. 45 p m.

A student stated 'rhcn‘ an alumni
student threw a chcnr and slopped

Victim declined to press chcrges.
February 2'4’ 10:35 p,m' “

A student in the Cordozo computer
on a desk and when she later returned
it was gone. A Visa, Home Federal ATM
card and a Mastercard were stolen.
February} 23 1:10 a.m.

A Teaching Assustcnf was glvmg the
complainant help in the room in Greeley
College. The suspect got close the

victim, at which point the complainant
said she was not interested. Suspect

withdrew and cpologuzed Victim

thanked suspect and the suspect left
the room.
February 23 10:15 p.m.

The handicapped door and the
basement door of the Math Tower were
found broken. Damage is estimated-at
$150..

Feb’rucry 271 1:40 am

Pollce found a cord to a 'relephone cut

by unknown suspect. The telephone,
which was torn from its base, was found

in elevator number onein fhe Groduo're

Chemls’rry bUIldlng
Februory 21 3: 00 qa. m

Victim was woken up by visiting

commuting student in chner College..

Suspect told victim he was going to “F—
him up.” Victim described suspect as
someone he knew. Victim states.that
the suspect was visiting someone in the
hall.

A medlccl

“number in his girlfriend's mail box.
- athlete threatened the victim with
bodily harm, and later threatened to kill -
~himself and his girlfriend. The case was

- Langmir colleges.

February 20 12:34 am

A bulletin board in the second floor
hallway-of Keller College was set on fire
by unknown individuals. The fire was

~ extinguished before officers arrived on
the scene.

February 20. 'l"OO am

While walking bock from KeIIy Cofe’renc‘
to Roosevelt Quad, a student tripped ™
- over a pothole in the roadway, and felt

pain in his right leg. The victim was
admitted to.the mflrmory with a twisted
rlght knee

o Februory 20 4 00 am

studen'r in  Chapin
Apartments reported that he received

a threatening phone call from an
athlete.
student of having an affair with his
- girlfriend, because he had found the

The athlete accused the

medical sfuden'r# oddress ar

| phone

The

referred to Student Affours for fur'rher
achon .

February 20 5:30 p.m.

A worker returned to her office in
Melville when she discovered that the
outer pane in window was broken. It
appears that an object was hurled at
the wmdow from outside. /

February 20 5:20 pm

An unknown person took a Shoebox

Collectors Magic Cards set from the

‘Student Union Commuter Lounge. The

cards, valued at $750, were taken from

~an inner office. There was no sign of

forced entrance. _

- February 20 7:20 pm

A suspect was arrested by Suffolk
County police detectives for activities
which took place in both Ammann and
The supect was
arrested for the sale of 1 gram of a
hcllucmogenlc drug ecstosy and was

Compiled by Peter Gratton and Alexandra Cruz

charged by police for additional sales
measuring 5 grams on two additional
dates, October 26 and 29, 1997. All of
the sales took place at locations off
campus, but were negotiated at 'rhe
Umversn’ry

Februcry 20 7: 30 pm
A student repor'red that his 1985 Nissan

Sentra, color blue, was missing from the
Tabler parking lot. He had parked the

- car at that location three days earlier.

“February 20, Time Unknown.

An unknown male pulled up a chair to

"where a student he had previously

harassed was sitting in the Commuter

‘Lounge of Melville Library. The suspect

asked the victim, “Has anything
changed your mind?2', at which point the

victim asked the suspect, “What do you

want from me2” At that point the

suspect got up and left in the direction
of the Graduate Chemistry Building. The

victim . had previously been

approached by the male beginning

last December when she was by the

pay phones in Melville Library. Later
on when she boarded a bus, the

suspect said hello to her. Victim got
off the bus and was walking to her car,
when the suspect said “I'm sorry I'm
following you." She turned around
and continued walking to her car,
when he said “No, wait." Victim got
in her cor and drove off.

February 19 2:00-pm
A suspect was arrested in the Sport
Complex after failing to heed a letter
served to him by campus police. The

~ suspect had been arrested for several

thefts at the complex, and been served
notice that he was not to return to that
building.
February 18 10:50 pm

The complainant went to play basketball
at the Sports Complex basketball court,
leaving his belongings on the side of the
court. He later noticed that his
belongings, which included a fleece
sweatshirt and a Gap fleece cap.

February 18 11:34 am

A small fire was reported in a 3rd floor

electrical panel.in the Life Sciences
Building. No'injuries were reported.
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Waltmg for Facts in Pohty Scandal

Normally, we've been known for
playing the devil's advocate and
second guessing more than a few
of Polity’s moves. This time, though,
we're find ourselves in an unusual

position of asking for calm and

patience. Even though there may

be good reason to question the

latest moves of the Polity Council,
jumpingto conclusions at this point
is fruitless

Members of the Roth Quad

Regatta have brought forth

allegations that the Polity Council
was not telling the entire truth
when they explained why they
needed $18,500 for a computer
upgrade. Besides buying a new
scanner and writable CD-ROM, the
group will also be purchasing a new
computer system that should be
able to handle the amount of
paperwork Polity sees every day.
In bringing their complaint

| “before the full Polity Senate,

Ryan Muldoon and Yvonne

' Glandville found it absurd

that Council dictated to them
last year the exact height
specifications of the the Roth
@Quad Regatta trophies, but a
year later can allocate over
$18,000 with no debate before
the senate. It was unreasonable,
they believed, for Polity to think
that they could pass such a high
allocation without an argument
from the Senate. They were
right. We're glad to see that

someone brought forth a

debate about this money. In a
time where many clubs could
desperately use the funds that
the Polity Council seems
excited to throw away, every
cent should still be regulated
by the Senate.

However, we're not saying
that Polity was corrupt in
signing off on such a high

expenditure for computer

_equipment that should have been
much cheaper. They very well

could be using the money in a
legitimate way, to buy their
computer equipment. The only
way for anyone to find out is to
investigate the matter fully --with
the blessing of both the
commuting and resident
students. ) '
While it may seem that Polity is
misusing some of the $18,500 they
have allocated for the system
upgrade, there is nothing more that
can be done at this time. Students
should be patient before making any
broad assumptions about the ethics
of the Polity Council in this matter.
Next week, members of the council,
and their accountant, will report back
to the Senate in order to fully explain
the $18,000 expenditure. Maybe
then we will be able find the solution
to where all of the money has gone

Fools, S1mpletons and Dullards

To the Editor:

I am writing in response to
the letter from College
Republican Michael Tschupp in

the February 23 issue of The

Statesman.

We've said it again and again,
but we'll reiterate for the more
dense members of the campus

community: Trustee de Russy

has no basis for a libel suit. Any
“defamation of character” suit

Tschupp refers to would be alibel

suit. That’'s what libel is. He
should first learn what
constitutes libel and defamation
of character before accusing The
Press of committing these things.
What The Press did in addressing
de Russy'’s actions is a tried and
true practice in American
journalism: political satire. Not
only is satire constitutionally
protected speech, but everything
we cited as fact in regard to de
Russy is documented fact. There
was no libel.

Once more for the College
Republicans: THERE WAS NO
LIBEL. Either .cite where, in
anything we've published on the
topic of Candace de Russy, we
committed libel against her, or
shut the fuck up already.

The Press is, and should
remain, answerable to Polity.
Polity pays for our publication
and they have the right to
address that which they, as
representatives of the student
body and as guardians of student

interests, find unacceptable.
What The Press bemoans are
these transparent attempts at
politically-motivated
censorship masquerading as
concern for Polity’s liability.
Tschupp and his ilk don’t like
the way we highlighted the

- danger de Russy represents to

SUNY, so they seek to silence
us. v
Time and again, The
Press has been called before
the Polity Senate by a
carnival-like array of fools,
simpletons and dullards. I'm
reminded of the time we had

‘the gall to reproduce a

painting by artist Pamela
Sienna which featured a
naked woman seated before

a nuclear blast. We had to

take time out to tell college-
age people why we felt a

.painting of a nude model
‘was
publication in a college

acceptable for

newspaper.
We tire of answering
baseless claims of

wrongdoing by self-serving
idiots. Such actions are
foolish and a waste of our
time; emblematic of the
impotent infighting that has
plagued the Polity Senate for
years.

Tschupp also claims the
“biting wit and investigative

reporting” of the Press’ past

are lost. Again, his assessment of
the situation is somewhat less
than informed. The reality is quite
the contrary. The Press has won
a string of awards from the
nationally-competitive Campus
Alternative Journalism Project
two years running, (including a
wit-confirming couple of nods for
“Best Sense of Humor) and we've
recently congratulated Press
News Editor Michael Yeh for

_ winning the 1998 Martin Buskin

Award for Campus-Based
Journalism. Yeh’'s award marks
the second time in as many years
a Press staffer has taken the
honor,

Our staff is the largest its
ever been, and we feature
writing by more talented and
informed contributors than
we've ever had. We're at the top
of our game, and we're looking
forward to an even more
f\suceessful future.

" Tschupp and his cronies in .

the recently-reborn College
Republicans  have tried
everything they could think of in

- a sorry attempt to discredit or de-

fund The Press. We feel lucky and

grateful that a majority of

students are smart enough to see
through their transparent
maneuvering.

John Guffo
Managing Editor
The Stony Brook Press
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Women's toy Monh Calendar

Sunday, March 1: Women's History Month, Girls &.
Women In Sports Day. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.; Student Activities
Center. Some 150 outstanding high school seniors will

be honored in this special Department of Athletics and

Physical Education-sponsored salute that also includes
the presentation of Crown Trophy Awards to 10 women.

For information, call Susan DiMonda. at 516 632-7206
or Teri Tiso at 516-632-7212.

Tuesday, March 3: Women'’s History Month, Breast
Health And Cancer Panel. 4:30 p.m., Peace Center, Old
Chemistry Building. Kicking off Women’s History Month
~ activities at Stony Brook is a panel of breast cancer experts

and activists who will discuss early detection, risk factors,
nutrition, exercise, research, environmertal concerns and

political activism Speakers will be Dr. Samuel Benjamin,
director for the Center for Complimentary and Alternative
Medicine, Nurse Practitioner and Health Activist Doris
Weisman, Clinical Specialist Rosalie Yelen, CSW,
activist/educator Lorriane Pace and activist/survivor Pam
Dorio. Free. For information call 516-632-9176.

Friday, March 6: Women's History Month Lecture
On “Women In Politics: Taking A Stand For Children
And Families.” 11:30 a.m, Room S218, Social and
Behavioral Sciences Building. State Assemblywoman
Debra Mazzatelli tackles the issue in this special lecture
sponsored by Child and Family Studies and the Center
for Excellence and Innovation in Education. Free. For

‘informat'ion, call. 516-632-7695.

Monday, March 9: Women'’s History Month Slide
Show With Author Ann Ferrar. 5:30 p.m., Room 137,

Harriman Hall. Author Ann Ferrar, who penned “Hear
Me Roar: Women, Motorcycles and the Rapture of the
Road,” provides a slide presentation: in this Women’s -

- Studies sponsored event. Free. For information, call 516-

632-7378.

" Tuesday, March 10: Women s History Month Lecture
Wth Author Donna Woolfolk. Cross. 4:30 pm, Péace
Center, first floor, Old Chemistry Building. Ms. Cross,
who wrote ‘Pope Joan,” a novel based on the life of a
woman who, disguised as a man, ruled Christianity in the
ninth century, discusses her work. Free. For Information,

. call 516-632-7378.

‘The Hillel of NY Trip for Jewish & African American
- - Students to the United States

'Holocaust

Memorlal Museum

in Washington, D.C.

)

HILLEL Jewish Life, 632-6565.

The Unifed States Holocaust Memorial Museum is
dedicated to preserving the history of six million Jews
and other victims of Nazi tyranny from 1933 to 7945.

Leave by Bus Saturday evening, March 21, 1998. Overnight stay at a hotel in
‘Washington, D.C. Visit the Museum on Sunday, March 22, 1998, and retun to New
York on Sunday evening. ¢+ Cost: $25.00 - Eligibility: -Must be a first time visitor
to the Museum. < Limited Space - For reservations call the Hillel Foundation for

This Trip is made-possible by the generosity of The David Taub Family.

\\erﬁage [1
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George Washmgton never slept hére._..

but your grandparents probably did.

- Spend the season with us in the heart of historic Port Jefferson.

Down at the harbor, dining, entertainment and shopping are w1thm
easy walking distance.

*Antique & Boutique Shops *Bridgeport/Port Jefferson Ferry

*Restaurants, Pubs & Cafes +15 minutes to MacArthur Airport

-eSport Fishing, Boating *Buses & Taxis are available

+Village Parks and Playgrounds
FREE HBO & CABLE IN YOUR ROOM

Daily - Weekly and Monthly Stays
Efficiencies and Furnished Studio Apartments Available

All rooms are air conditioned; heated and equipped with color TV and telephone. Utilties
included, daily or weekly maid service. Messages taken and received. Plenty of parking.

201 West Broadway (Across from the Harbor)

Tpe Stonp Brook Statesman Thursday, February 26, 1998

Route 25\, Port Jefferson (516) 928-2400 ¢ (516) 473-24‘)9

Tough test?
all someone for sympathy

1-800-COLLECT



Educators Tax Service| v

COMMITTED TO SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE

*Income tax returns professionally
prepared for teachers and professors
by tax and accounting specialist
- *Free consultation of 1997 tax year
*Gratis review of 1994 1996 tax
year |
eComprehensive, courteous
and private interview
*Same day computerized
service
*Reasonable fees

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
MONDAY - SUNDAY 9 AM - 9 PM
10 ELDERWOOD DR. WEST
ST JAMES NY 11780

$1° Bar Drinks*
- Sunday - Thursday
with Valid Driver’s License & Current SUNY ID

The Village Way

928-3395

'Restaurant & Bar with TVs :
Live Entertainment every Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evening

(516) 862-2264

Take-Out Menu ¢ Off Premise Catermg from $6. 95
*Bud, Coors nght Draft, House Wine, Well Liquor

106 Main Street ¢ Port Jefferson Village

1998
ORIENTATION LEADER

SEARCH

Applzcatzon Forms Available

Student
ORIENTATION
- Programs —
Weve moved to Melville *‘f‘?‘f"lbrary W35 19

Applications must be returned nolaterthan 4;.,0:()~PM_Fr‘1,day, March 6t.h

For more information call 632—'67 10
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Forum from back cover

watches recorded'tapes of the science fiction
shows seen on television during the previous week
(ranging from Pinky and the Brain to the “X” Files).

Thursdays are the designated movie days where the.

club watches a new sci-fi flick every week.

DAVID -

S[HWIMMER

There are thre"e.sides
to every story.

ADOUG ELLINT

UNIVERSAL PICTURES pResets

AND BONNIE HUNT "5 JOSEPH VITARELLL

JoD

The Stonp Brook Statesman Thursday, February 26, 1998

www.universalpictures.com

Wi

FILM
EDITOR

Allan Peimer, a freshman, is still happy with his
choice to join the club. “I first came down for the library,
and now I’ve got friends down here,” he said.

Adams has also lead the club in taking their
‘activities to newer heights. Last October, club members
went on a parachuting trip, where they were

“accompanied in their jumps by professionals. This

~ JASON

LEE

N ASS0C14TION WiTH R L. ENTERTAINMENT axp LARGO ENTERTAINMENT

ATAG MENDILLO/ANDREW FORM erontcriox DAVID SCHWIMMER

JASON LEE "KISSING A FOOL" MILI AVITAL ABE‘SISSF&GEEL KARI WUHRER
ooty HOMAS DEL RLTHx € "G TAG MENDILLO ANDREW FORM 4o RICK LASHBROOK
TORJAMES FREY ™| NES PREY AND DOUG ELLIN "™ DOUG ELL\

COMING SOON = =

*oisia CHARLES BREEN

E SAL

SAL RELEASE

‘Stony Brook's Science Fiction Forum

coming April 15, the forum is putting together a white
water rafting trip at the Lehigh River at the Lehigh
Gorge State Park, which will cost those atterding $31.
The trip is open to any students interested. Registration
ends on March 31.

“It’s a really good group, it’s not the kind of club
that Polity usually funds,” Adams said, “It’s open to
everyone, there are no racial barriers and no political
agendas.”

The forum’s members are made up of about a 50%
split between commuters and residents, and many at
the open said that one of the best parts of joining was
the diversity of its membership. “I came down because

- I was a science fiction geek, and stayed because of the

interestmg people,” said John Cholewa, a senior
majoring in computer science.

The club’s offices, and library, are open each
weekday from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, and anyone is
welcome to take out books. Q-

“Bone Marrow Drive Held

atesman | Tee Lek D. Ying

A LabCorp technlclan draws blood for bone
marrow sample matching for yesterday's
Minority Bone Marrow Donor Drive. The drive
was held in the Union Ballroom, and was
administered by HLA Registry.

You’re pregnant?
. You’re frightened?
Please let us help.
Life can be a wonderful choice.

Alternatives to Abortion
Free pregnancy testing,
mformatlon, counseling, and
assistance.

Call 243-0066 or 554-4144




Everyday 10AMto 9PM -
Sundays 10AM to 7PM

FOURTH WORLD COMICS

33ROUTE 111
(WALDBAUM S SHOPPING CENTER)
SMITHTOWN, NY 11787

*STAR TREK <DR. WHO <TOYS ¢STARWARS

*SCIENCE FICTION +POSTERS AND T-SHIRTS
*JAPANIMATION <VIDEO TAPES *MODEL KITS
*MAGIC -- THE GATHERING

10% DISCOUNT W/VALID
STONY BROOK ID CARD

GAZINE

~ [SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING
RICHARDDREYFUSS JENNA ELFM_AN

The last undiscovered
tribe is about
to expose themselves. = |, -

TOCHSTONEPCTURE s +MORRA-BREZNERSTESBERG TENENBALM DREVFLSSANES o RCHARD DREYFLSS “KRIPPENDORF TRBE:
JEXNA ELFMAN, NATASHA LYONNE GREGORY SUTH STEPHENROOT ELAINESTRITCH woLILYTOMLIN wscws BRUCE BROUGHTON svam 0N POLL
[ES 13l e curme = ] mM\u\fHARUEPETERS RO lARRYBREl\ER mmanOl)DHOllA\D M T “‘
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(/OMIN(I TO THEATREb I‘EBRUARY 7.

Thursday February 26 Pick Up Passes at

The Staller Center

8:00 PM Box Office

uuuuuuuuu
.............

The Staller Center
Staller Center

PB
Park Bench

Stony Brook; NY
Bar ~ Restaurant ~ thhtt:udr

11

THURSDAY

Ladies Drmk FREE 9pm€f1 2am
lee Band - Funhouse 2/26

Free Deluxe Buffet

SATURDAY

2 fers on draft beer
all day ° aII nlght

Live Band Flln‘ 2/28

- SUNDAY

$2 Mlller & Rolling Rock Dra{/ﬁs
3/$5 Miller & Molson Bucts

Cowme 1ry out our

| 17 new Expanded 73

Pance Floor & Sfaqe

1™ """"SUNY Studonts i
| |
| ]

FREE ADMISSION

[ THunspnv 2/26/98 ouw:
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EMPLOYMENT
Bartenders, Waiters, Waitresses and counter help.
Experience necessary. Apply in person. :
Monday-Thursday after 3 pm at the Park Bench®
1095 Rte 25A, Stony Brook

Free T-Shirt + $1,000 Credit card fundraisers for
fraternities, sororities & groups. Any campus
organizations can raise up to $1,000 by earmng a
whooping $5.00/VISA application

Call 1-800-923-0528 ext 65. Qualified callers
receive a Free T-Shirt

STUDENT ASSISTANTS needed to work on
Commencement Day - Sunday, May 17th.
Spring housing move-out deadline will be extended
for successful applicants. Apply Conferences and
Special Events Office, 440 Administration
Building. Applications will be accepted until 60
commencement aids-are hired. No phone calls
please.

STUDENT ASSISTANTS needed to work for
Summer Conference Programs from

May 20th - August 19th. Salary plus room and
other benefits. Apply Conferences and Special
Events Office, 440 Administration Building by
March 10, 1998. No phone calls please.

Wanted immediately: Singer, bassist, and
drummer for new forming band with show
scheduled. If interested beep Dave 339-3283

Summer positions for students and faculty,
SWIMMING INSTRUCTORS: Lifeguard/WSI
SPORTS INSTRUCTORS: Soccer, Basketball,
Baseball, Tennis, Gymnastics, Aerobics
NURSING: RN, EMT, LPN. TEACHERS: Drama,
Dance, Music, Arts, Crafts, Science, Computers,
Nature, Farming & Gardening. Top Salary. Please
call for appointment. The Laurel Hill School,

E. Setauket. (516) 751-1154

North Country Chimney Sweeps is a great place

for students to work; P/T flexible schedule $7 and

up an hour; plus bonuses. Will train or hire

experienced telemarketers. Call today 451-9515 -
STONY VBROUK

"TOBACCONIST J

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES ® QUALITY PIPES
CUSTOM BLENDED TOBACCO
INTERNATIONAL CIGARETTES :

1/4 MILE EAST OF NICOLLS ROAD.

(NEBT TO STONY BROOK BEDERAGE)

(516)751-8190

WE NOW ACCEPT UISA/ MASTERCARD
' VISIT OUR WALK -IN HUMIDOR

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

The NATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE
PROGRAM offers you a unique opportunity to
study for a semester or an academic year at
another US university. Study in another part of
the country. Live on campus at another
university. Meet people from all across the USA.
Experience a different cultural setting. Take
courses toward your Stony Brook degree. Explore
opportunities for graduate school or
post-graduate employment! Last Chance
Information Session: Wednesday March 4,

SACRM.3121-2PM

SERVICES

Landscaper Designer/Gardener, annual &
perennial design, seasonal displays installation &
maintenance. Specializing in earth friendly organic
methods, Victorian/English/Cottage des1gns
765-6942

- Fax service: $.50 per page (including cover sheet).

Call 632-6480 or come down to rm 057 in the Stony
Brook Union.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Got something to say about Stony Brook? Seeking -

writers for opinion page of the campus newspa-
per. Must be articulate. No experience is neces-

sary. Also seeking very responsible assistant edi- -

tors for editorial page. Call Gina or Peter at 632-

6479 for details.

Campus Newspaper looking for enthusiastic
writers interested in covering campus events. If
interested please call Alex or Raya at 632-6479.

FOR RENT -

Catskill mountains - 5 acres of land. Top of
mountains, level, wooded, secluded and surveyed.
Must sell! No reasonable offer refused. 666-8107,
leave message.

1995 Plymouth Voyager SE. Cruise, power mir-
rors, tilt steering, 7 passenger 3.3 6-cylinder en-
gine, 80K highway miles mint condition. $8,500
call 666-8107

1985 Chrysler LeBaron. Power locks & windows,
interior & body good condition. GOOD CAR'"
Beeper 685-5493

TRAVEL

Spring Break '98 Get Going!!! Cancun, Jamaica,
Bahamas, & Florida. Group Discounts’& Free
Drink Parties! Sell 5-& go free! Book Now !!! Visa/
MC/Disc/Amex 1-800-234-7007
www.endlessummeértours.com -

Spring Break '98 Get Going'” Panama City

beachfront hotels from $99! 7 nights beachfront,
- daily free drink parties, & free cover at best bars!
1-800-234-7007

Visa/MC/Disc/Amex
www.endlessummertours.com

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL EUROPE-SUMMER ’98
Northeast Dep's - $329 R/T Caribb/Mexico $199
R/T Florida $79 O/W Puerto Rico $99 O/W

* Call 212-864-2000 http:www.airhitch.org

SPRING BREAK - Cancun and Nassau from $399
Air, Hotel, transfers, Parties and More! Organize
small group - earn FREE trips plus commissions!
Call 1-800-Spring Break, 1-800-777-4642

Port Jefferson Village 2 room apt, 2 bathrooms,
$750. Also efficiency studio $500 walk to all.
Available immediately. 473-2499.

r------_-—--—_---1

SOCIAL WORK AND
i PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS

| Gain valuable experience in your field.
| Part-time, full-time, overnight, or per diem
I positions open in Suffolk for counselors
I working in our residences with mentally ill
1 adults or homeless families. We offer
excellent benefits.
Call Transitional Services at 231-3619
TRANSITIONAL SERVICES
840 Suffolk Avenue
Brentwood, NY 11717
Equal Opportunity Employer I

s;..l.suc

Aam
, wmmnm

needs healthy women,

o help infertile couples

State of the Art Facility

EGG DONORS NEEDED
- Aleading L.1. Infertility Program

21 - 34, for egg donation

Classifieds
Work!

Call 632-6479

and ask for Frank for
more information.

PART AND FULL TIME COUNSELORS

Community residence program for psychiatrically disabled adults.
Provide training and sup%ort in independent living skills
to residents disal

Full Time Positions available in Huntington & Brookhaven Town.
Competitive Salary, excellent benefits

led by mental illness.

Part-Time Positions Available In
Suffolk County

Alternate Weekends $253 - $355 per weekend

begin Friday at 3 pm with on- premlses/on call ovemlghts

Weeknight positions available
‘Mon /Wed or Tues/Thurs $142-$191 per week
Begin at 4 pm with on-premises/on- call overmghts

Physical & Psychological Screenlng
Compensation
Anonymous & Confidential

Call 331-7575
Monday through Fr_iday

Education or expenence training provided
Good- drlver s license required
for Co munity Living, Inc.

m @
202 East Maln Street * Smithtown, NY 11787

361-9020 ext.103 or fax 361-9204 EOE

'éoa—no
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Not only is the

The customer IS

EVERYTHING

to us!!

ARAMARK

- ARAMARK hasg once again Goen
asked to manage the StarGucks Kiosh
at the Student Activities Conter

,4 o Look for Our

Monday 3/2/98

Grud Opening Special...
Starbucks Coffee Frequency Cards
| are Gach!:

| Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 1:00pm

Cash, Retail, and Bonus points only.
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S tony Brook Prov1des Challenge Exams

By KerrH FERBER
Statesman Staff N

According to Murphy’s Law, a shortcut is the
longest distance between two points, but for Stony
Brook students, Murphy is not necessarily correct.

Offered on the Stony Brook campus is a program
through which students can take a final without ever

attending the class. A shortcut in its most simple form,.

the challenge exam, as it is called, allows students to
'challenge' a course’s final and get a grade for the class.

- The program is offered by the Academic Advising
Office. Applications can be picked up at the office,

- filled out, and brought to the department giving the
course the student wishes to “challenge.” After the
‘department approves the challenge exam, the Bursar

must be paid $50 per credit -as opposed to the higher

cost of taking the actual course at $213 per credit- and -
have the form signed by an academic advisor.

Most students would tend to think it is an easy
way to get through a class, but there are many
stipulations that govern the taking of the exam. The
challenge exam is not offered for every course at Stony
Brook. The exam is generally offered for University
skill 3, which is a foreign language requirement, but
can also satisfy certain DECs. These DECs include E,
F and G, which are natural science courses, social and
behavioral science courses, and humanities courses,
respectively. _

Other stipulations deal generally with the credits

- achieved through challenge exams. Credit cannot be

given to a student if: he/she has failed the course, he
or she has already taken a challenge exam for the same
course, or if the student has received credit for a higher-
level course in the same curriculum.

In foreign languages, the rules for eligibility are a

little different. For beginner and 1ntermed1ate courses,
credit is not given if credit was received for the course
in high school, if the student completed a higher level
course in high school or college, or if the student
graduated from a high school where the language of
instruction is the same as the. one the student is
challengmg

“The challenge exam,
as it is called, allows
students to ‘challenge’ a

course’s final and get a
grade Jor the class.”

The credits that can then be earned through the

: challenge exams are also subject to several guldelmes
‘A maximum of five courses can be challenged. Yet

credits earned through the challenge exam cannot be
used for the 36-credit University residency
requirement, but credits earned for courses 300 and
above can be used for the 39-credit upper division
requirement.

There are also certain rules for grading and for how
the exams will affect academic standing.

- All courses taken through the challenge exams are
subject to a grading of satisfactory or unsatisfactory,
but coursés other than foreign languages can be
'challenged' for letter grades. That decision must be

.McConnell,

made prior to taking the exam. If a student fails the
exam, he or she can take the course and replace the
exam grade with a grade from the course. In that case,
the exam does not affect a student’s GPA and is not
counted as part of the semester’s credit load.

According to Academic Advisor Brian
the challenge exam is “most
common for language skill 3 “or those with
background in a course. It is not common for,
say, Psychology 101.” _

Although the exam application states that it
cannot be offered for courses not given at Stony

" Brook, there are exceptions within the foreign

language requirements of skill 3. Students who

- speak a language fluently may take a challenge

exam to satisfy skill 3. “There is a list of
professors with expertise in languages,” said
McConnell. “A student can satisfy skill 3 by
demonstrating a proficiency-in a language, if they
can carry on dialogue, and know the verb tenses. A
lot of students who speak another language figure
by.taking the exam they won’t have to worry.”

Last semester 24 students took the challenge
exam for various classes. Among them were
William Blaschuk, a 21- year-old ISE major who
took the exam for computer science 114, a
prerequisite for other classes within his major. “I
got credit for the course and didn’t loose a year on
my major,” said Blaschuk.

McConnell commented, “The challenge exam

‘saves money and time. Some people might argue

the advantage of sitting in a class and benefiting
from a professor’s knowledge but the challenge
exam is faster and cheaper, and that attracts a lot
of people a - :

Widen Your Educational Horizons
‘ Participate in the

NATIONAL

STUDENT EXCHANGE
PROGRAM

eStudy in another part of the country
eLive on campus at another university
e Meet people from all across the USA
eExperience a different cultural setting

‘Stony Brook degree in four years.

WEDNESDAY,

1-2PM

T . - o Take courses toward your Stony Brook degree
| ~sExplore opportumtxes for graduate school or post-graduate employment

The. NATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
offers you'a umque opportumty to study for a semester or an academic year at another us umvers:ty and st:ll obtam your

l.AS T C HA NC E Information Session!
MARCH 4, STUDENT ACTIVITIES CENTER RM. 312
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'NOTEBOOK COMPUTER SPECIAL

Buy Now... Pay Later Take up to 7 years to pay
Paradigm Design Systems Inc., in conjunction with the Acer Scholar Program is pleased to announce
flexible program enables you to acquire the high quality notebook you need now - while deferring

payment until you graduate. Rates are reasonable, there are no penalties-for early payment and the
application process 1s relatively quick (usually within 24-48 Hrs.).

Extensa Scholar Notebooks are available in two basic configurations:

ESS3 - 150 MHz Pentium MMX, 12" TFT, 32MB RAM, 2.1GB HD,
20X CD, data/fax modem. 2 year warranty. $2499.00

ESS2 - 133Mhz Pentium MMX, 12" DSTN, 16MB RAM, 1.6GB HD,
20X CD data/fax modem. 2 year warranty. $1649.00

Dual Boot Linux installations available.
Special Academic Pricing From Major Software Vendors.

Call '0u‘r office at 51 6/444-0800 betWeen 8:30 AM and 5:30 PM'.

Paradigm Design Systems, Inc.
1320 Stony Brook Road, Suite 213, Stony Brook, NY 11790

a notebook financing program tailored specifically to meet the needs of faculty and students. This |

Coffee (or tea or hot |

}Pri de for Youth Coffeehouse'!' |

1
for gay, lesbian and bisexval youth up to the age of 24 !

. 4
9 ‘Every Friday Nught @,
: ,t 4-/ from 7:30 - 11:30 PM C}‘
T\ - i DY
g 170 Fulton Street (RL.24) .
| 6 = E Formmgdole, NY ' @g

| CALL 5 i6ve79v9000 FOR MORE INF(

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS UNDER ONE ROOF!
Muffinse Bagels » Sandwiches *SoupeCofféesDonuts
Cakes * Munchkins  Ice Cream

1015 Route 25A
Stony Brook -

FREE Bagelw/ IPurchase a Large |
purchase of Large IPay for a Medium

*Smoothie
*Cappuccino Blast

chocolate) With |
Student ID toppings not |

*Yogurt

lncluded (Must show ID at time

We are on the 2nd, floor of building #9 in the Coventry Commons Mall. (Rt. 347 and Stony Brook Rd.) |(Not to be combined w/ other

of purchase; not to be
| offers; 1 offer per customer

combined w/ other offers; 1

R O S N G AN YIS MO TS MO ot el 55 St

BT T T 1 T L e e e e e e e T P T T

offer per customer please)

exp. 5/9/98. | -+ Please) o 5/9/98

~\

Accountant
‘+Tax Returns

"« Financial Adwce
J Accountmg

ARTHUR S. GoOLNICK

Certified Public Accountant

Free
Consultation

Staff & Student
Discounts!

98 Sycamore Circle * Stony Brook
751-6421

. IRS 30 Years
Member. ‘ '
« Association of Government Accountants
+ New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants

866197 Arenigag ‘Aepsiny], umus‘amig yo0agE duojes 3D
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By MicHAEL KIMMEL
Special to the Statesman

Creating soundtracks are a risky business. On
the one hand, they tap into the warm glow of the
theatre-goer, who wants something to take home to

.. remember a good film even after it’s over. On the
i other hand, most of the actual background music to

a good film is meant to be that, only background,
and nothing more. For
Titanic (Sony Music), James Homer has composed

‘a memorable Celtic-New Age-inflected theme,

which serves as the backdrop to this majestic film.
As you hear the music, you’ll ‘see’ the scenes again.
(This presumes that you might actually want to.)

Of course, the ‘star’ attraction is Celine Dion
singing “My Heart will Go On,” which has to be the
least memorable - and s-1-o-w-e-s-t - love song from
a major movie that I have ever heard. It is a shoe-in
for the Oscar — sloppily sentimental, vague and
contentless.

The rest of the album is actually pretty good.
With mournful Gaelic pipes and whispering female
vocals the soundtrack sounds like Enya meets
Clannad at the Irish Folk Festival. If you don’t like
this music to begin with - which I do - you’ll be
using the CD as a coaster within a month. Perhaps
the best composer working in films today is Mark
Knopfler. His distinctive guitar style - I still
remember exactly where I was when I heard the
opening bars of Dire Straits’ “Sultans of Swing” -
has created stunning albums for Local Hero and Cal,
which may be the best soundtracks I’ve ever heard.

For Wag the Dog (Mercury), Knopfler has
created a memorable title song, sharp, smart and
bouncy, and dripping with irony. The rest of the
album doesn’t stray far from his success with Cal
— Gaelic pipes and penny whistles, create an impish,
yet thick atmosphere. You can actually listen to this
album.

They throw in 10 seconds of about 15 pop songs
in a film in which the longest snippet probably

accompanies the closing credits, then compile all
the actual songs into a ‘soundtrack’ that bears no
relation to the film. None of those gooey moments,
when you hear some of the music, and say to
yourself, “Oh, that was when they first kissed” or
something like that. Basically another compilation
album of disconnected rock and pop songs — half
by artists you’ve never even heard of.

Two recent versions of these soundtracks
illustrate the promise and the peril of the genre. The
soundtrack Great Expectations (Atlantic) reveals
everything wrong with Hollywood and movie
soundtracks. Start with the cover — a naked
Gwyneth Paltrow draped sedulously for your
delectation continues making Dickens' masterpiece
into a piece of pornography. Turn the cover over
and search for the film credits — indeed for anything
even about the film. It’s way at the bottom right,
small and unreadable, under the photo of Robert
DeNiro, who has a rather small role in this
embarrassing film. Forget authenticity; the story is
only vaguely reminiscent of the original. "

And so is the album. One quarter of the songs
on this poor pop compilation are noted with the
disclaimer “does not appear in film.” That is, they’re
filler — dumped on you by corporate moguls who
think you’re too dumb to notice. Second rate songs
by second rate bands are instantly forgettable, except
the Dead’s “Uncle John’s Band,” and if you don’t
already own that, this is not the place to get it. This

‘soundtrack’ is an insult to any conscious music '

consumer -which makes it the perfect condiment to
a film that was an insult to anyone who actually reads
literature.

The Weddmg Singer (Maverick/Warner
Brothers), however, is a surprisingly sure-handed
soundtrack. The film itself is a dumb Adam Sandler
confection, barely suitable for renting. And sure the
soundtrack is just another compilation of well-
known pop songs from the 1980s, but it also
eloquently evokes the wretched excesses of the
Reagan years with both love and laughter.
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Duncan Sheik's "Wishful Thinking” on Great Expectations

I mean, how can you listen to the mesmerizingly
unthreatening Billy Idol’s “White Wedding,” and
then Musical Youth’s bouncily innocuous “Pass the
Dutchie” without giggling at the juxtaposition. Or
anything by the Thompson Twins, let alone the
anthemically anemic “Hold Me Now.” What were
we thinking about then?

Here the film, its star, and its soundtrack all work
together to remind us not to take ourselves so
seriously. Fifteen years from now, we’ll be laughing
at ourselves again. And - given what we’ve learned
from Wag the Dog - we’d better keep our senses of
humor.

Science Fiction Forum Holds Open House

By PETER GRATTON

Statesman Editor
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Leah Gustavson, Forum member taking the plunge.

Science fiction, fantasy and illusion was the
atmosphere yesterday when the Science Fiction
Forum held its annual open house hoping to put the
word out to the community that the forum is still
alive and well.

The forum, now headed by its “Presarian”
(president and head librarian) Jennifer Adams, has
about 75 active members, with over 100 people on
its mailing list. The forum is well in it’s 30th year
on the campus.

They moved at the beginning of this semester
into an office and a lounge in the basement of
Harriman Hall. Their office holds an extensive
science fiction library, with over 15,000 volumes in
its collection, some of which is partially donated

from sources such as the Science Fiction Channel.

“I’d like more recognition from the campus,”
Adams said, “We only have enough money to keep
up the library.” The club receives approximately
$2,000 each year from Polity, most of which is used
to buy new books for the forum’s expanding
collection.

Despite its small budget, the forum remains a
home to many members who choose to hang out at
in their lounge. Each Tuesday is game day, where
the members meet and play science-fiction related
video games. On Wednesday, the club meets and
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