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Wang Waves Money-Wand Again

Computer Associates’ CEO Plans to Double Number of Computer Science Graduates

By Kevin KEENAN

Statesman Staff

Computer Associates International, Inc.
recently pledged to fund a multimillion dollar
initiative to double the number of students
earning computer science degrees at Stony
Brook.

Currently, the University graduates
approximately 100 students from its
Computer Science programs. Computer
Associate’s contributions will be used to
acquire personnel and facilities that will
bring the number of Computer Science
graduates from Stony .Brook closer to the
200 mark. : ;

“Doubling the number of
undergraduates is a major shift, so it’s
certainly going to enhance the ability of the
department to produce computer scientists
for. the Long Island industry,” says Arthur
Bernstein, professor of computer sciences.

“Stony brook is the only PhD granting
computer science department on Long
Island,” agrees Steven Skiena, associate
professor of computer sciences. “We are
really the source of a large fraction of the
trained software people and by doubling the
size of our output, I think this will have a
large impact on Long Island.”

Computer Associates plans to continue
its support of this project indefinitely. The
plan, announced last Monday, was initiated
last spring at the Long Island Software
Awards Dinner by Charles Wang, CEO of
Computer Associates, and will be
implemented over the next five years.

“Qur department had a very prominent
role in these awards, and during that time
Wang recognized that we were a very good
computer science department, and that by

helping us, he helps himself along the way,
which I think is a good thing,” Skiena says.
‘When Wang expressed an interest in helping
the Computer Science Department, Dr.
Yacov Shamash, dean of the College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences, Dr.
David Warren, chairman of the Computer
Science department, and Dr. Ted Teng,
professor of Advanced Technology
Application, solicited funds from him to
boost the number of computer science
graduates. They also wanted to aquire funds
to improve the quality of Computer Science
education at Stony Brook.

“The computer science department is
a nationally ranked department here - we’re
typically ranked among the top 30
departments in the country,” Skiena says.
“This is going to raise our profile nationally
and it's going to help us serve our
undergraduates better, and by serving them
better, we'll serve the other facets of our
program better as well.”

As aresult of their efforts, the Computer
Science Department now has the resources
to hire more faculty members. Skiena says
that budget cuts decreased the number of
faculty over the last 10 years. “When Icame
here, we had 25 faculty. Now we’re 22,” he
says. “But with Wang’s gift, the computer
science department will definitely
experience a big boost.”

The new faculty members will conduct
additional classes that will enable the
department to accommodate more students.
Several of the new faculty members will be
directly hired from Computer Associates.
Employees from the corporation will obtain
adjunct professor positions at the University
in order to teach specialized classes,

Statesman / Tee Lek D. Ying

Computer Associates' CEO Charles Wang

however, these adjunct professors will not
teach core Computer Science classes.
Several of the new specialized classes will
concern computer networking and software
testing.

“It is something that makes sense just
from an enlightened self-iriterest point of
view. Computer Associates obviously needs
quality trained software people and you can
either import them or you can make them,”

Skiena says. “And given the size of
Computer Associates and their location, 1
think it’s obvious that if you double the size
of what you get here at Stony Brook, they’ve
doubled the number of people who will end
up taking jobs at Computer Associates.”
Additional computer laboratories, which
are necessary to educate Computer Science

Please see Wand page 3
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Kenny Wanted For University Of Texas

By BEN VARGHESE
Statesman Editor

University President Shirley Strum Kenny just
may have her eyes on the University of Texas at
Austin, as she was recently named one of the top
five contenders for the presidency of the largest
public university in the country.

After leaving the campus for a trip to Japan this
past Monday, Kenny said in an electronic-mail note,
“T love Stony Brook and I have said no to every
request that I become a candidate for another
presidency. But Texas is my home, the place where
my education really opened my eyes to the world
and the place where my commitment to public
education was forged.”

Texas law requires that the search committee

for the University of Texas publicly release a list
of finalists three weeks prior to a board of regents
meeting that will vote on the appointment. The
University of Texas board of regents is scheduled
to meet on November 13. All of those on the list
must have expressed interest in taking the position.

However, Kenny had previously denied rumors
that she was seeking a post elsewhere. “Austin is
my alma mater, but I'm not looking for another job,”

Kenny told The Statesman on Friday, before her

vacation departure.

The search committee formed last spring after
former President Robert M. Berdahl had announced
his resignation to become chancellor of the
University of California at Berkeley. Peter T.
Flawn, who was president of the university from
1979 to 1985, has been serving as interim president

since July. The committee was composed of faculty,
students, alumni, board of regents members,
University of Texas System administrators,
community leaders and others.

The University of Texas at Austin, which
currently has an enrollment of 48, 866 is the largest
for any private or public university in the country,
university officials said. The other finalists include
Richard Sisson, senior vice president and provost
at Ohio State University, Larry Faulkner, a provost
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
and John Wiley, provost and vice chancellor for
academic affairs at the University of Wisconsin In
addition, another finalist, Stanley Chodorow
resigned from his post as provost of the University
of Pennsylvania, when he learned of his position
on the short list of candidates. a
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JUST GOT CHEAPER.
1 N ‘ ,
- INTRODUCING HOME FEDERAL'S CONVENIENT PHONE CARD
Now there’s a cheaper way to call home-or anywhere else. coin and collect calls. You can even use your Home Federal
our branch on‘.campus or your Pay Phone arat HomeFederal | phone calls and pagers. At
‘nearest Home Federal branch. | Anywhereinthe U.S. $550  $341 $075 | Home Federal, you don't have
' France, Germany, Norway, ~ $12.60 . $7.44 $1.50
You’ll enjoy savings of 40-70% | Sweden, Switzerland and UK. : to go. far to call far—for less. Just
) Italy . $19.50 $9.65 $2.25 o ]
. on pay phone and credit card Korea : $19.50 $8.78 $4.00 think of what you can do with
long distance rates, and 150% on Bracl ; $11.30 $11.24 $4.00 all that spare change.
Student Activities Center, Lower Level
Monday -~ Friday 9:00AM-4:30PM, Thursdays 9:00AM-7:00PM
_ SAVINGS BANK
- YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO FAR TO GET FAR”
Mermber FDIC 31 CONVENIENT BRANCH LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT BROOKILYN, QUEENS, NASSAU, SUFFOLK AND STATEN ISLAND - Eﬂ
’ : . N . ; . B S . LENDER




University Crowns A King And Queen

. By KEvIN KEENAN
Statesman Staff

Charisma,. loyalty, responsibility,

~ intelligence and committment -are all
characteristics desired in royalty. Joseph
Morandi, a senior majoring in Biochemistry,
and Dina Covello, a senior majoring in
“‘Multidisciplinary Studies, were crowned

Stony Brook royalty by University

President Shirley Strum Kenny at the
Homecoming 1997 football game. .
- The roles of Homecoming king and
" queen entail representing the University
' commumty in various aspects. They are
expcctcd to use their positions to ignite
school spiritand are also expected to play a
role in-welcoming visitors to .the campus
and be on hand atadministrative events such
as the 16th Annual Student Affairs Staff
Convocation.
The king and qucen are chosen after

bun0 cvaluated by a panel of administrators -

composed of University officials, including
Dean of Students Carmen Vazqucz,‘who
assessed the candidates based on their
leadership qualities, communication skills,
~ability to promote and foster school spirit,

respect, teamwork, and cooperation among
Stony Brook’s students and faculty. Sherry
T. Scott, director for Alumni Affairs,
coordinated the crowning of this year’s king
and queen. Students competing for the
positions were required to complete an
application, which inquired why they chose
to attend Stony Brook and their-sentiments
regarding the role they hope to play in the
campus community.

Covello is aresident student who has

attended this University since 1994. Her.
commitment to the University was:

evidenced to the.selection panel by her
involvement in numerous campus
organizations. She is currently president
of the Residence Hall Association and was
the vice presldent of her LEG. She'is a

WISE scholar and has received numerous

awards, including the First Year Student
Award in 1995 and-the Undergraduate
Recognition Award in 1996.

Joseph Morandi, also a resident
student, says he chose to compete for
Homecoming king because “it offered the
opportunity to serve the University
commumty in a way that will be beneficial

Low Turn-Out at-

Campus

By PETER GRATTON
Statesman Editor ) :
This past clection day, Stony Brook for
the first time had a polling sight in the Student
- “Union. Over 4,000 students registered to'vote
atthe sight, but only 167 voted, leaving in doubt

-whether students will have polling booths on .

campus next year. The turnout was considered
_extremely low, even though ahigh turnout was
not expected because this year’s election did
not involve presidential candidates.
While 4,000 students were registered,

another 2,000 students were eligible to vote

because they were placed on an inactive list by
the Board of Elections. These-were students

who had moved from their campus addresses-

" last year. Those on the inactive list could have
voted by showing up at the polling sight.

Kelly Wallace, a coordinator for the Board

of Elections for Suffolk County, said that an
additional number of students had to be turned
" away, even though they claimed they had
registered in September to vote. - “As a young
person myself,” Wallace, 25, said, “I really felt

Poll Site

: bad because 1 belleve strongly that students
- should be able to vote.”” These students, who

Wallace numbered at about 30, were not listed -
on the registered voter rosters that the Board of
Elections provided for the polling sight.

Twenty-seven of the students.that voted -

did so by absentee ballot. Concern remains that
students may not have the luxury to vote on
campus next year due to the low turnout, even

* after the University administration and leaders

from the New York Public Research Group
(NYPIRG), as well as a number of Polity
leaders over the past few years, have been vocal
in fighting for the campus polling sight.
Ronnie Paschkes, associate dean of
students, said that it was important for students
to vote so that candidates would take heed of

" an increased student voice.

There were worries that the four booths
set up -for the polling sight would not be

able to handle the student traffic that _

would come to vote. This concern quickly
dissipated during the course of the day on

- Tuesday.

*Photo courtesy of University News

" Dr. Richard Mann (étandmg), vice' presldent for administration and Gary Matthews,

assistant vice president for facilities and service, inspect a slow-growing semi-dwarf ~annex.

Weeping Cutleaf Japanese Maple recently planted by the Humamtlesbulldmg Grafted

"’in Holland and raised on Long Island, the tree - worth $6,000 - was donated to the Associates’ generous donation stems from

University by North Shore Tree and Landscaping of Port Jefferson as part of a -
 community-University effort to beautify the 1,100 acre campus.

to all whlle simultaneously allowing me
to grow as an individual.” Morandi
coordmated the campus wide clothing
drive for the needy, was presrdent of the
Biochemistry Society, is currently a
Resident Assistant in Benedict College
and serves on-the University Senate
Undergraduate Council: Morandi has

“ received several awards, including the
Elsa Jona Certificate of Recognition for

- Community Service.
~ Those competing against Morandi

and Covello were Gordafreed Bulsara -

(blology) Elpidio Rodnguez (business),
Beth® ‘Garson  (social’ ' sciences
interdisciplinary), Wendy Tomlinson
(business), Rita Bukhman (biology),
Thlern Truc (psychology) Jowand Brown,
Jason’ Munro (social sciences
interdiscipliary), Maria Kolitsopoulos
(anthropology), Andrea Ambris (geology),
Zalika Taylor (psychology) Carla
Knshnamoorthy (music), Adrienpe Tardi

Assomate Vice Pre51dent for

Joseph Morandi and-Dina Covello

'3

(psychology), Sunitha Singh (general), and '

Valerie Allermo (philosophy). a

University Advancement N amed

Patricia R. Ondrick has been
named associate vice president for
University Advancement, division of
University Affairs.
position, she is responsible for
campaign planning and management,
and the solicitation of major and
planned gifts.

Ondrick served as vice president

for University Advancement at the -

New Jersey Institute of Technology
for 13- years. In that period, the

~‘endowment for the university grew .

from less than $1 million to $20

million, with another $8 mrllron m

bequest expectancies. S
Prior to the New Jersey Institute

of Technology, Ondrick- was director

for Cooperative Education at Bergen
Cbmmunity College in Paramus, New
Jersey.. During her five years there,
she initiated and developed a

In this new

Cooperatrve Education Program ‘that

grew to an annual 450.placements

within two years. As an officer in the
New Jersey Cooperative Education
Association, she was-selected for two
consecutive years to be part of a
national team that met in Washington,

D.C. to read and reward federal grant ~

proposals from across the United

States. She began her career as a
counselor at Baldwin Wallace College
in Berea, Ohio. :

A native of Flushlng, Queens
Ondrick is a graduate of Wells College,
Aurora, New York, from which she

received a degreein psychology /-

'socmlogy ‘She received a masters
‘degree in education from Cleveland

State University, Cleveland, Ohio. A
resident of Stony Brook, she and her
husband, Joe, are the parents of three
grown children. ] a

More Money for Computer 801ences

Wand from front page

majors, will also be created through
- funding provided primarily by the State

University -of New York.. Computer -

Associates did not offer to pay the entire

. costs of funding for the laboratories, but

will be contributing some money to the
construction. The money for new and.
renovated- laboratory space will come
from New York State’s Strategic
Partnership for Industrial Resurgence,
SPIR. SPIR was created to-support
computer research at state universities

_offering Engineering and Computer

Science programs and to foster interaction
between state umversrtres and local
computer firms. - '

It has not yet been determmed

whether new building spaces will be built -

at Stony Brook or if old space will be
converted.. Warren says that it is likely
that the space currently occupied by

biological labs in the computer science
- building will be converted into Computer

Science laboratories after the biological

labs are moved to the new Life Scrences ,
“The impetus for Computer
their desire to increase the pool of people
knowledgeable in Computer Science on

Long Island” Warren says. - “Such an
increase will benefit Computer Associates
because they will be assured of acqurrmg
educated personnel.”

Computer Associates will also benefit
by achieving high visibility in the media
as a substantial contributor to Long Island

- and among prospective employees
throughout New York and surrounding
“areas.. Warren also says Computer

Associates-also plans to implement
scholarships and internships for Computer
Science majors in order to foster student
loyalty and appreciation for the company.
- Shamash says the University will
benefit because the donation.will help “us
reach our goal of having one of thé
premier colleges of engineering and
applied sciences not only on Long Island,
but in the nation.” =~ _
It is expected that such recogmtlon

. will increase the attractiveness of the
University’s Computer Science program

to New York high school students.’
“This is a great opportunity for us,”
Warren says. “In a time were the

‘University’s state funding is constantly

shrinking, this money enables us to continue
to prov1de excellent educatlon a

- Ben Varghese contrtbuted to this story
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INTERESTED IN GOING TO GRADUATE
SCHOOL IN CHEMISTRY?

'OPEN HOUSE

AT
SUNY STONY BROOK'
CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT

* Discover what bemg a graduate student mvolves and how
graduate school works ’

~» Learn about research opportunities in organic, morganlc

 WHERE:

materials, polymer physncal and biological chemxstry at STONY
BROOK.

WHEN: 14 November 1997 (Friday)

Chemistry Building, SUNY Stony Brook

The prografn will start at 10.15-10.30 am with refreshments and registration, and

will be followed by an overview of the department. Opportunities will be provided to.
tour the iaboratories and campus, and to meet faculty and graduate students. The
day will finish with a colloquium (4.00 - 4.40 pm) for visitors and the whole
department. For further information contact D. Godden at (516) 632 7886 or at
dgodden @ ccmail.sunysb. edu.

'COLLOQUIUM SPEAKER: PROF. P. JOHNSON

TITLE: Lasers and Giant Electron Orbits: Molecular
Information Usnng Almost Detached Electrons.

" Exclusive To The Statesman )

PLAY “AUTHOR, AUTHOR”

| Stony Brook Students Can Win Up To $2,500
In 40th Anniversary Banner Contest

Stony Brook is having a banner year and you can have one too! ;
~ Just figure out who said what on the dozens of 40th Anniversary banners
that line the Academic Mall and elsewhere, and you could walk off with up to

1:$2,500 in cash. = ~

That’s the total prize a single individual can win in “Author, Author a
three-part 40th Anmversary contest co-sponsored by the Office of the President
and The Statesman and open only to Stony Brook students. The first leg of the

) competmon focusing on the 21 blue banners that can be found along and near
the Academic Mall and at the Health Sciences Center starts today.” The entry
form appears on the facing page. Deadline for entering Round 1 is Monday,
November 10. Entry forms will also be available around the campus.

Round 2 and Round 3 of the contest will coincide with the installation of
red and then green 40th Anniversary banners that will go up across the campus
later this month and in early November. Deadlines and entry forms for those
segments will be issued separately.

Contestants may enter each round oniy once. " The winner or winners of the
individual blue, red and green banner rounds will share a $500 cash prize and
will be entered in a drawing for the $1,000 top prize to be awarded in the spring.

The contest is easy to enter: -
Clip out the “Author Author” contest entry form.
. Identify the author of each quote.
Send in or drop off your entry by Monday, November 10 deadline.

“The challenge is in coming up with the source of each saying,” says contest

| chair Yvette St. Jaques, assistant vice-president for communications and the

only person on campus with all the contest answers. “I’ve got those under lock
.and key,” she adds with.a chuckle. “The more rounds you enter, the greater
your chances to win $1,000 or more!”.

Completed “Author, Author” contest entry forms can be malled or dropped -

" off to room 138, Administration Building. For questions about the contest, call

i 632-6311.

POLITY - YOUR STUDENT OVERNMENT

 Homecoming was great, fhanks ’ro your suppor'rl
OK, the weather wasn't terrific, but you still came out, had lots of fun,
rooted for the Seawolves, cheered friends at the parade, enjoyed the concerts and comedians,
danced, laughed, ran and ate your way through the festivities. ft was a week to capture
some magic, and fo freeze time onto the scrapbaok of college memories.

Homecoming happens because of the many efforts of students, faculty and staff.

- They care, they volunteer, they go way beyond the boundaries of their jobs, they stay up to
the wee hours, always encouraging, helping and injecting their own magic into the events.
Our first debt of thanks has to be paid to our wonderful student body and loyal alumni.
We also wish to thank the following University departments for their services:

" Division of Campus Services, Custodial Services, Environmental Health and Safety,

Grounds Department, Traffic Affairs, Child Care Serwces Inc.,
- and the Stony Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
N A special thank you to the Comsewogue High School Marching Band.

- USB Homecoming is sponsored by the Department of Student Union and Activities,
Office of the Dean of Students, Office of Commuter Student Affairs, Office of Alumni Affairs,
Stony Brook Alumni Association, Division of Campus Residences,

Division of Physical Education and Athletics, Office of Admissions,

Facu!’ry Student Assaciation Inc., Student Activities Board, Student Orientation Programs,
 Gtudent Polity Association Inc., Division of University Affairs, Staller Center,
School of Health Technology and Management, University Food Services (ARAMARK)

, and the Office for Student Affairs.

In just a few short months, we will be convening a new Homecommg Committee for 1998. Any
 current ideas and suggestions for the next year will be added to our files. As usual, -
volunteers are always welcome. Contact the Student Activities Office if you are nm‘eresfed
We hope we can count on your support.again.
Homecoming Commlttee ‘97

Céngrqfulaﬂqns on the Seawolves victory agélnsf Herrlmaél:/ ’

The Stony Brook ét_atesman' Thursday, November 6, 1997

Menority Planning Baand
The Urban Magazine Collegiate Tour
Grammy-nominated Dark Latin Groove
N ‘ DLG
“La Quiero A Morir” “No Morira”
and Orquesta La Rosa
and mtroducmg Mundo Maxx
Cosponsored by Phi Iota Alpha Fratermty,
Inc.
Fnday, Nov 7th |
SB Ballroom *Doors open 9 pm (party from |
9 pm to 3 am) Showtime 10:30 pm
Advance Tickets $10 w/SBID, $13 w/o SBID

* Night of Show $13 w/SBID, $17 w/o SBID
Tickets Sold in the SB Union Box Office. Advance tick-
ets in effect until 3pm Nov. 7th. For info call Karen or
| Elpidio at 632-6470. Check out our website: -

Www. sinc. sunysb edu/clubs/mpb




in Up to $2,500

| | Play “AUTHOR AUTHOR” Stony Brook’s 40th Anmversary Banner Contest!

2

*
BANNER 1

1. The artist is nothing without the gift,
but the gift ls nothing without the work.

Author

2. Txme flies llke an arrow. Fruit ﬂles
. like a banana. :

Author

*
BANNER 2 _

1. Sétﬁng out well is a quarter of the journey.
Author__ »

2. To realize'the ummportance of time is the
gate to wisdom.

Author
* [
BANNER 3

1. It does not matter how slowly you go so

long as you do not stop.
Author. ‘

2. Thbelieve a leéf of grass is no less than -
the journey-work of the stars.

- Author
*
BANNER 4

1. We know what we are, but know not what we
may be,

. VAuthor

2. Research is what I'm domg when I dont
know what I'm doing..

Author i

* |
BANNERS

1. Do not squander tlme, for- thls is the stuff life
-is made of.

Author

2. There is only one good, knowledge, and
one evil, ignorance.

Author. :

*
'BANNER 6

* 1. If you come to a fork in the road, take it.
Author__ ‘

2. Our deeds determine us, as much as we
determine our deeds.

Author
*

“BANNER 7

1. That which the fool does in the end the wise
man does in the begmmng

Author,
2. Itis as hard to tell the truth as to hlde it
Author

*
BANNER 8

1.1find that the harder I work, the more
luck I seem to have.

7 Author:
2. At times I think and at tlmes Tam.
Autbor -

 Author.

2. Education’s purpose is to replace an empty

ANNIVERSARY

* o
BANNER 9

* 1. Apart from the known and the unknown,
- what else is there?

Author_. - ..

2. There is nbthing SO easy'but that it becomes

difficult when you do it reluctantly

. Author : -

*

'BANNER1D -

1 Opportumtxes multlply as they are senzed

mmd with an open one.
Author.

BANNER 11

1. There must be more to life than having
everything. , -

- Author

*

BANNER 12

1. A handful of sand is an anthology of
the universe.

Author C .
2. The best way to predict the future is

“to invent it.
Author_
*

BANNER13 -

1. Always do nght—thxs will gratxfy some and '

astonish the rest.-
Author

2. There is no end. There is no beginning, -
There is only the infinite passion of life.

*
BANNER 14

1. We work not only to produce but to give
value to time.

~ Author

- Author__ - Author
2. Whether you think that you can, or that 2. The only way to predlct the future is to have
you can’t, you are usually right. power to shape the future. - .
+ Author. Author
. . Entry Fm'm * Game 1 (Blue Banner Rﬂllnyll)
* Name' . 7 N . L
Address,
o b -
Telephone

. Contest Rules: There's just one! You must be’ a current Stony Brook student

How to Enter: Check out the 21 biue 40th Anniversary banners placed in and around the Academzc Mall and at the Health

Sciences Center. Identify the AUTHOR (or speaker) of as many quotes as you can. The.most correct answiers in each round

* wins. Red and green banners will be installed later in the semester. You can enter each round {blue, red, and green) only once.
Send or drop completed entry forms for the Blue Banner Round to: AUTHOR, AUTHOR Contest; Office of Communications, room.

_ 144; Administratior Building,.no Jater than 5 p.m., Monday, November 10. Prizes: Winners_of each round will

. share a $500 prize and be entered in the 31,000 grand prize drawing to take place in the spring. -

*
BANNER 15

1. The artist is nothing without the gxft but the
gift is nothing without the work.

Author

2. Don t look back. Somethmg may be
gaining on'you.

Author

* .
BANNER 16

1. T have a simple philosophy. Fill what's empty.
Empty what's full. Scratch where it itches.

Author

2. Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.

Author
*

'BANNER 17

1. Painting is self-discovery. Every good artist
paints what he is:

Author

2. Time isnot a lme, but a series of
now-points.

Author

BANNER 18

1. We arrive at the truth, not by the réason

“only, but also by the heart.

Author.

2. It's time for us to turn to each other, not on
each other

Authpr

%

BANNER 19

1. The water that is past cannot make
the mill go. -

2. It is better to ask some of the questions than
to know all the answers.

Author,_

*

BANNER 20

1. You should never wear your best trousers
when you go out to fight for freedom
and truth.

Author, :
2. Trust to time. It is the wisest of
all counselors.

Author_
* v
BANNER 21

1. T'know no way of judging the future but by
the past. .

Author

“

2. Time is the longest dxstance between two
places.

Author

L661 -%*JGQWVGAON ‘Aepsmy, unmsémg 4001gE dU0IGS 3D
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All letters and opinion pieces must include the
author's name, address and phone number for verification

‘handwritten submissions will not be printed. Please keep

all submissions to a maximum of 750 words. Statesman
reserves the right to edit letters forlength, clarity, language
and readablllty Writers are encouraged to submit their
work on 3.5" Macintosh disks.

Views expressed in columns or in the Letters and
Opinions section are those of the author's and are not
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The Stony Brook Statesman has been a member of

- younger

Apathy has been the general
feeling among SUNY Stony
Brook students for years now.
That’s probably one of the
reasons we were voted the
second most miserable campus
in the country. It turns out now
that it is not just the student
body that is cynical about their
lot here. Despite protests to the
contrary, University President

~ Shirley Strum Kenny has left the

door open to leave her current
position for leadershlp at the

" University of Texas, which is the

largest university in the nation.
The university is also Kenny's

alma mater, and where she
began her teaching career in the -

late 1950’s. ,
Kenny has been the
president of the University since
1994. She told our own
reporters on Friday that she was
not considering any other
postions, and was quite happy
with the progress she has seen
during her tenure on this
campus. However, an October

~ 31st press release by the

University of Texas, and a
subsequent New York Times.
article, revealed that she wished
to remain under consideration
for the Texas position. The

. Halloween release placed Kenny

on a short hst to take over, along
with four other notable
university heads. The University

of Texas is required by law to-
~ provide the public with this list,
which includes only candidates
- that would seriously consider the

position if it was offered to them.

In any case, it would appear
tp our bruised egos as jilted
Stony Brook students that
Kenny should follow the course
set by Bob Dole last year. In an
attempt to rejuvinate his
campaign, Dole quit his job as

‘Senate majority leader while
‘running for the presidency. We

are calling on Kenny to do no less
than the same.  While
maneuvering herself for
positions elsewhere, Kenny

-should yield the leadership of her.

administration to someone who
is more interested in the needs
of Stony Brook students than
faxing out her own resume.

We are led to wonder, though,

~ how it could be that Kenny would
be interested in “the possiblity .

of returning to Austin,” as she
said. Why would anyone want

_to leave the top post at our
" University, if it is the great college

of choice as she has claimed? It

just leaves too much for our little

minds to absorb. Perhaps the

Kenny Starts Packmg Her Bags

great ‘intellectuals at the Umversncy
of Texas can figure it out for us.

In our cynical mood, though, we
have come up with an alternative
reason for Kenny’s attempted
departure. No, she’s not léaving
because'Texa’s U. has twice the
number of students, or two daily
newspapers to trail her around.
Rather, our paranoid minds believe
it is no coincidence that this week
Charles Wang has announced his
intention to give a few million
dollars to the University’s computer
science program.

As part of the planned‘

‘donation, Wang’s .company,

Computer Associates, will be able
to name members of his senior
staff that will serve on Stony

‘Brook’s faculty. We are sure that

University professors, who
suffered through years of intense
study to gain their appointments
here, will be glad to know that

- Wang’'s millions have bought
- similar positions for asso ciates of

his that have not gone through the
same rigorous training. ' _
Having gained the ability to
appoint faculty, we believe Wang is
only a few short steps away from
the University’s leadership, steps
that will become considerably
shorter if Kenny should leave for the
position at the University of Texas.

Social Security - A Critical Investment

To the Editor:
- Picture this with your new
college degree, you've started a

- career and maybe a family, and

your retired parents decide to
come stay with you - not for a
few days, but forever.

I'm a twenty-something
Generation-Xer, recently out of

law school. If you're like me, -

although you love your parents

“dearly, you kind of enjoy living

separately. Also, between rent,
utilities, car expenses and
payments on thousands of

dollars in student loans, who can -

afford to support mom or dad?
Not that long ago, millions of

Americans retired with no
- pension and little savings and

moved in with their children for
their remaining years or endured
a bleak existence in poor houses.

Thanks to Social Security, most

older Americans no longer have
to rely on their children. They're
able to live in dignity without
family members
shouldering their support.

‘The era, however, when aging

and jobless parents became
dependent on the young families
of their sons and daughters
could well return if widely

publicized proposals to
“privatize” Social Security are

enacted. Few children would not
want to help, but the financial
toll on their farnilies would be
considerable. ,
Proponents of privatization -
that is, shrinking or phasing out
Social Security completely and
requiring workers to invest
instead in private stock or bond

accounts - promise their idea .

will make even ordinary workers
millionaires by retirement. ,

With the billions in Social
Secunty dollars that would pour

into stocks and bonds, Wall

Street certainly would profit.
Clearly, that’s why some of the
nation’s largest brokerage
houses are quietly bankrolling
think tanks and groups like
Third Millennium, which claim
to speak for our generation, to
lobby on college campuses and
in Congress for phasing out

-look - at

Social Security. -
Our generation, though, is
well advised to take a long, hard
the pitches for
privatization. For you and me
and millions of other Gen-Xers,
privatization will’ mean a
shredded Social Security safety
net when we retire that will not

~keep ‘us from poverty or from

depending ~ like  earlier
generations upon our children

‘and public charity if our

investments and savings during
our working years fall short.
First, the privatizers claim
Social Security is doomed for
bankruptcy and only replacing the
system will save it. Not true at all.
Last year, Social Security had a
surplus of more than $70 billion
after paying all of the benefits
owed to Americans; and it will
continue to run surpluses
through the year 2011 and fully
cover all benefits for the next 32
years. Social Security also has the
resources to pay 77 percent of its -

_obligations for the next 75 years.

By Lisa Davis



Stony Brook students are known to not
care about much outside their own problems.
So it was no surprise that once again this
year, the turnout to the polls for both the

‘Polity and the general elections was low. This

Tuesday'’s elections, though, marked a new
high (or low) in student apathy. Between the
campus polity elections and the general
elections for island-wide offices, about 300
ballots were filed. Out of a population of over
10,000 students, that's pathetic.

For those who aren’t aware, Polity is a
student run organization, comprised of the
Senate and an executive council headed by
President Monique Maylor. Every year they
are given $1.2 million dollars to dole out to
various clubs and organizations. This year’s
elections, held on Tuesday and Wednesday
of this week, were greatly advertised around
campus, with flyers and posters from many

~ of the candidates. The eight polling sites were
so well advertised that the only way to not

know about their locations was to hide in a
closet all week. The scheduled debate was
also widely promoted with a big turnout
hoped for: As usual the response was slim
and limited to only the die-hard Polity fans.
It's understandable why people wouldn’t
attend the debate, even if it was a valuable

source of information on this year’

candidates. Most of the issues debated are
things that the average student doesn’t spend
much of their time thinking over. Still though,
the entertainment quality of the issues
should take a backseat to the importance of
choosing people to represent the student
body. These students are responsible for

s )

"Because of such a low turnout,
the University now risks losing the
new site because of a lack of
interest by students - despite the
long fight for the local voting
booths."” 4
L J
deciding where parts of our tuition go and
how much each of us spends each semester
on what. Even if there isn’t an interest in the
issues or the platforms, everyone should
make sure that they are aware enough to
make an informed vote.

Even if the Student Polity Elections
seem to most to be a bunch of students re-
hashing the same issues year in and year
out, they were also held on the same day
as the general elections for Suffolk County
offices and state-wide. referenda. Surely,
this would be enough to rouse students to
the four polling sites in the Student Union.

Another High Turnout At Ele_ction Time

After all, where Student Polity is just a
University wide group, these elections affect
Suffolk County and New York State on a
wider scale. Only 167 people out of 6,000
registered students actually voted in this
years election. Out of those students, 147
ventured out to the polhng booths that were
fought for by our student representatives
last year. Because of such a low turnout,
the University risks losing the new site
because of a lack of interest by students -
despite the long fight for the local voting
booths. In all fairness, there were about 30
students who were denied voting privileges
because of a computer glitch. These
students, all who registered in September,
were turned away at the site because they
were missing from the logbook of registered

‘voters on campus.

Unless your a convicted felon, voting is a
privilege that cannot be taken away, even if
it'’s never used. It’s not incredibly difficult,
it’s just filling circles in on a piece of paper.
Granted there is a small need to know the
issues and platforms but the polling people
are nice enough to provide that for you when
you get there. So roll out of bed and vote.
You don’t need to shower, put makeup on or
make yourself beautiful. Clothing is a must
though.

Editorial on Cheerleading Full of Ignorance

To the Editor:
To some people the article was not a joke,

but yet a uneducated mockery on a sport that

is presently one of the most widely spread
and seriously taken sports in the last decade.
[ wonder if the writer can count, because as I
recall there was only me and another
representative at the meeting. (not 24 ). And
in case it was just me, but I seemed to notice

that we were taken seriously. Unless your

stating that senate didn't care and voted us
onto the ballet just for the heck of it, by a
majority vote of 37 to 1 and wasting 25
minutes on a discussion.

[ was a Varsity badminton player for 4
years in high school, and trust me you don’t
want people screaming during a match. Does
Wimbelton matches have cheerleaders

chanting during their intense matches or golf
tournaments? Besides the fact that you need
to be corrected in case you could not tell the
difference between male and female, that we
are a co-ed squad. And I guess you don’ t
wear skirts or shorts because you wouldn’ t
want to arouse 