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Floating on a 15-Year Tradition Tackling 
There were over 60 entries in 

this year's Roth Pond Regatta, the 
annual boat race across Roth ~ d n d .  
Participants wsed up to six different 
materials to create the boats, 
including cardboard, duct tape, rope 
or string, cloth, and glue. 

"We used the cardboard tubes 
that go through wpet rolls as a sort of 
skeleton;" said Rob Youllar of team 
'Ragnarok.' He and three of his friends 
spent five days crafting their boat. 

The race, which ismrldnated by 
the R& Refbatta€!lsb&ag iato 
one of Ult: largest eve&& m campus. As 
it has in the past, 4 b p u s  Dining 

autdmr picnic from 11 
s local band played 
. Tfie weather was 

fair, md hu&sljs of -dents walked 
- the banks of 8 4  P o d  in T-shirts 

and .tank tobs. 
T h  first leg started, around 3 

p.m., and the day's festiv/itbs had 
concluded by 5 p.m. But despite cIeanap 
efforts by organizers; there was platy 
of debris, including boat pieces and 
picnic accessories, floating in the water 
for days afterward. a, 

'Dean of Ath 
Richard Laskowski leaves SBU 

after 10 years of service 

BYRARESSCMTOIU 
Statesman Staff 

Richard Laskowski, Ph. D, has been 
serving as Dean of Physical Edtacaton and 
Athletics since 1993 and is responsible for 
designing the NCAA reclassification 

SWmts stand at the starting line as they wait for the signal to begin rackrg. CMwds 
packed RothQued to watch mom than 60 boats race last b the annal Regalb  Friday. 

The boats were divided into two 
categories: speedster (single-man 
crew) and yacht (two to four people). 
Gershwin bagged first place for their 
yacht, and RSP dominated the 
speedster race. 

Many groups worked on their 
boats up until the very last minute. 
"We started this Wednesday night 
and we haven't slept," said freshman 
Christian Choi, who played a major 

part in t& construction of the Douglas 
College entry, Bling Bling. The boat 
sported %inch rims" and a portable CD- 
player and speaker hookup. 

"[Next year's boat] is going to 
be'better than this," Choi said, 
undeterred from all his hard work 
this year. "I'm going to have six 
sound systems and hydraulics." 

Gntinued on Page 9 

.letic- Deoartment Resigns 

p r o g * l r r z w h i c h ~ i n ~ t o ~ t s t o n y  
Brooksathleticprogramstatusfrom~on 
XU to Division I. Ihe goal h a m e  a reality 
when in the fail of 1999, Stony Brookentered 
b first season as a Division I university. 

But Labow& m t l y  awoovtaced that 
he is leaving Stony B d .  

"After serving as the Dan of PRysid 
Education &Athl&s for the past 10 years, I 
havedeckWtsstep-hatfheendofthe 
spring-" hestaaed. "Shegoelsthat 
Ihadsetfiorrn~haveallbeenacbkmd 
and1 am IookiagfoMmrd to takingonnew 
c l d ~ i n t h e ~ "  . . d t r-v-.. 

a 
Labwski helped Stony Book secure 

membe&pintheAmericaEastCoafe~ 
18 months later. The memb&@ entitles 
Stony Brook to automaticNCAA taumament 
bids in many sports. In its two years of 
membership in the America East, Stony 
Brook has participated in five conference 
&-ionship games, i&ludhg women's 
lxskdd, soooer, vollqball, andboth men's 
andwomen'stennis. 

"DickLaskowskictidanextrao~ 
job in ahrancing our athletic program from 
M i o n  III to Division I," said President 
Shirley Strum Kenny. 

'Ihe Dean of Physical Education is-$so 
reqmmible for wezseeing the creation of the 
P.A.W.S. (providing Athletes with 
Scholarships) annual fundraising 
campaign, which has raised about $3.2 
million since its establishment. This money 
has enabled the athletic depar&mt to &r 
more extensive scholarships. 

bskow& initiated many other c h q p  
i u ~ ~ ~ n t , ~ ~ r e v i s i i  
d iacaessing the iwdank standards for 

-b. 

~ ~ e t e s , ~ e n c i n g t h e f i r s t e v e r  
vohntary NCAA compliance review, 
negotiating radio and &hision contrac$ for 
a variety of departmental wity sports, and 
launching the dmg in the logo and name 
ofthe Stony Brook team to the '!kawolves'. 

He also oiliciated the i n a m  dthe 
Kenneth P. LaValle Stadium, a recently 
completed 8,136 seat state-of-the-art M t y  
that greeted more than 27,000 excited fans 

Ethical 
Dilernas 

BY V m  RUSSO 
Statesman Staff 

New York T i s  Magazine columnist 
and self-described "accidental ethicist" 
Randy Cohen spoke at the Wang Center 
last Wednesday. 

"Homely questions can reveal 
genuine ethical isshes," Cohen said. He 
discussed some of these ethical issues, 
such as the duty to report and the 
rationalization of wrongdoing. 

The lecture was part of a yearlong 
series of events in celebration of the Year 
of Community Ethics in Leadership at 
Stony Brook University. 

As a writer, Cohen said he is 
frequently d o n t e d  with ethical issues. 
But, he stressed, "Ethics ought not be a 
specialized subject," and all people 
should feel comfortable discussing ethics 
without relying on the knowledge of an 
ethics expert. 

In his weekly Times Magazine 
column, "The Ethicist," Cohen responds 
to questions from readers with ethical 
dilemmas. The column is syndicated 
nationwide as "Everyday Ethics." Cohen 
also recently published a book called 
"The Good, the Bad, and the Difference: 
How to tell Right from Wrong in 
Everyday Situations," which is based on 
his column. 

In 1999, about six months after he 
began his column, Cohen was attacked 
in many reviews, much to his suqkse. 
But it was foolish to not exped the attack, 
he said, because "a column about ethics 
embodies the qualities of the author." In 

- 
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"FOLLOWlNG A FEW 
SIMPLE DIRECTIONS COULD 

SAVE YOU MONEY." 

CANSAVE. . A A 

CALL ME TO FBND OUT 
How SAFE DRBvERs 

SIMON A. DESOUZA 
1320 STONY BROOK RD. 
(COVENTRY COMMONS MALL) 
OFF STONY BROOK RD. 

631 -689-7770 Allstate. 
You're in good hands. 

SUMMER 

Subject to avrulabll~ty and quallflcattons 
Allstate Property and Casualty Company, Northbrook, llllnols 
O 2001 Allstate Insurance Company 

EXPRESS 
I1 "The EZae Speaks For Itself' II 

l FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast 
FREE Local Phone Calls 
l FREE Indoor Pool & Fitness Center 

FREE Shuttle Service to SUNY, 
Islip airport & local attractions 
Priority Club Benefits 
Jacuzzi Rooms and Family Suites Available 

ll Ask About Our Special S LNY Rate 
s 

Allguest roomsfeature cable with fiee HBO, Encore, CNN, MSG, pay-per- 
view movies or Nintendo; irons w/ironing board, coflee makers, data ports 
in all rooms and all king-sized rooms have microwaves and refi-igerators. 

WE HOST 2MEETINGS UP TO 100 PEOPLE 
AND CHILDREN'S POOL PUTIES! 

For Reservations: 

Call Direct: 4 71 -8000 /1 -800-HOLIDAY 
nr 
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CLASSES CIT 
STONY BROOK 
Select from 300 courses offered on 
campus this summer. 

T a k e  that class you need to graduate 

l Sign up for a popular class that's easier to 
get into in the summer 

I , l Ease your fall class load 

A t tend  classes at night and work during 
the day--or the other way around 

I l Complete your foreign language requirement 

l Some classes also scheduled at 
Stony Brook Manhattan 

Look for details on the Summer Sessions 
Web site: www.sto~~ybrook. edu/summer 
or call (631) 632-7790. 

I 

I 
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 



Comedy 
- 

BY IAN RICE 
Statesman Staff 

This time around, I thought I'd 
break away from talking about music 
albums and focus on another format, 
one that is largely ignored by the 
record-buying public. What format? 
The comedy album. I'm a huge fan 
of the comedy album and I thought 
this would be a great place to share 
with you some gems that you might 
not have encountered otherwise. 
There are a wealth of titles out there 
that are must-have, but the ones I've 
listed here are the cream of the crop. 

w cdnow corn 

Dave Attell - Skanks 
For  the Memories 
(2003). You might 
know him from his hit 
Comedy Central 

series Insomniac, but this comedian 

3 

Albums Take Center Stage 
comedy and a delivery that is hard to 
beat. Available in retail stores and online. 

Jake Johannsen - 
Live At Cohh's 
Comedy Club  
(2000). Available 
only via his website 
(www.jakcthis.com), 

Jake Johannsen's debut album is a 
phenomenally good time. I t 's  
amazing that he hasn' t  seen 
commercial success on a larger 
scale, considering the amazingly 
sharp wit and near-perfect timing he 
possesses. This one is definitely 
worth hunting down. 

Lewis Black - End 
Of the Universe 
(2001). Lewis Black is 
perhaps the greatest 
comedian to emerge in 
the last 10 years. 

This, his second album, takes the genius 
of his first album (2000's The White 
Album) and builds on it. It's easily one 
of the best comedy albums ever made. 
Available mostly online and in select 
retail stores. 

(-1 Andrew Dice Clay - 
The Day The 
Laughter Died 
(1990). It's so non- 
PC to even whisper 
that you enjoy the 

comedic approach of Andrew Dice Clay, 
even a decade after he hit his commercial 
peak. But I don't particularly care. Clay 
has a razor-sharp delivery and an 
impeccable sense of timing that most 
comics take years to perfect. This is no 
more clear than in his sophomore effort, 
1990's The Day the Laughter Died. 
Recorded over two nights in Dec~mber 
in NYC, the album's material is Dice 
completely off the cuff. It is almost 

not for the impatient, shows the true 
talent of Clay and, more surprising, a 
subtle vulnerability that close minded 
individuals who can't handle certain 
humor have missed out on. Available in 
retail stores and online. Title recently out 
of print, but stock still available. Online 
auctions might also be good places to try. 

m Breuer - Smoke 
' Breu (2002). 
hose who only 
now him as 
aturday Night 

Live's Goatboy or "that stoned guy 
from Half Baked" are missing out big 
time on Breuer's greatest talent - his 
stage show with a unique mixture of 
rock music and comedy, Breuer takes 
you through material that is sidesplittingly 
funny, undeniably realistic and (most 
importantly) refreshingly honest. This album 
was simultaneously released with a DVD of 
his performance from Comedy Central, 

really shines when on the stage. This, his Everything about him screams unique - entirely made up on the spot. This but this album is the better buy, as it 
.first album, contains some truly original from his style to his delivery to his wit. approach, while sometimes occasionally contains funnier material 

LASO Welcomes High School Students to SBU 
BY TAMIA GOMEZ 
Statesman Contributor 

Fresh faces filed onto the Stony Brook 
University campus early Wednesday, 
March 26. SBU undergraduates 
welcomed 79 students from Central Islip 
and Longwood High Schools as they 
eAtered the Student Activities Center for 
Youth Empowerment Day. 

"This school is so big," said 15-year- 
old Kevin Neely as his friends nodded 
in agreement. 

Each year, the Latin American 
Student Organization invites minority 
students from high schools throughout 
the tri-state area to experience a 
college campus and interact with the 
SBU community. 

This year, several local high schools 
field trips were cancelled because of the 
war in Iraq. 

Youth Empowerment Day allows 
current college students to demonstrate 
why students, particularly minorities, 
should attend a four-year college. 

"Attending a community college 
is  not enough," said LASO Vice 
President Felix Guerrero. 

After breaking the ice, student leaders 
and faculty members, including LASO 
advisor Linda Ayala talked about how 
attending college can lead to a better future. 
LASO also addressed the issue of financial 
aid. LASO President Marc Rodriguez and 
Guerrero discussed the Educational 
Opportunity Program, which provides 
financial assistance to economically 
disadvantaged students who have the 
potential to succeed in college, but whose 
academic preparation in high school has 
not fully prepared them for college. 

Rodriguez and Guerrero, both EOPI 

AIM members, said they were able to 
relate to the experiences of the high 
school students. 

"If it weren't for this program, I 
would probably not be in college today," 
said Guerrero. 

Randall Edouard, senior counselor 
of EOPIAIM, said that the program's 
primary mission is  to help 
underprivileged students enroll and 
graduate. EOPIAIM students receive 
specialized support services to ease 
the transition from a high school 
environment to an independent 
college campus. 

Some students raised eyebrows 
when the pre-freshman summer program 
was discussed, but many appeared to 
consider this option. 

"It looks like they help you a lot, 
and they make it sound fun," said 

Whitney Murphy, 16. 5 

Students accepted by the university 
through EOPIAIM participate fully in all 
campus academic and social activities and 
are held to the same standards and 
regulations as all other university students. 

During the lunch break, LASO 
provided pizza and soda. Visitors listened 
to music and mingled with LASO 
members and SBU student volunteers. 
Some participated in salsa and meringue 
with the older students. 

The minority high school students, 
46 from Central Islip H.S. and 33 from 
Longwood H.S., then toured the campus. 
Volunteer Ramon Brito, a member of the 
Lambda Upsilon Lambda fraternity, said 
he believes this event inspires high 
school students. 
,,,>,,,,,,,-,,a .. , 

Columnist Speaks About Ethical Issues 
-MA-- - 

Continued fi-om Page f " 

writing about ethics, he said, he was 
encroaching on a domain of the political 
right, with which he shares few 
ideological qualities. 

"The distinction between ethics 
and politics is artificial," Cohen said. 
"Ethics manifests itself as civic virtue, 
which is, in effect, politics." 

Although he linked ethics and 
politics, Cohen made sure to draw a .  
line between what i s  ethical and 
what is legal. Most people agree that 
slavery was unethical, but it was 
legal for a long time. 

"Ethics means considering the 
effects of your actions on others," 
Cohen sa id .  "A s ign of moral  
maturity in adults is realizing the 
effects of your actions on others." 
He again drew a parallel to the realm 
of politics, in which one analyzes 

how he or she affects the community. 
Cohen then turned to further 

discussion of legal issues. The law 
is very soft on the "duty to report," 
Cohen said. This "duty" refers to the 
obligation of an individual  to 
disclose knowledge of a coworker's 
embezzlement or a fellow student's 
cheating.  These types of moral 
predicaments are frequently raised 
by Cohen's readers. 

In response to such inquiries, 
Cohen said he walks a f ine line 
between scolding them to mind their 
own business and encouraging them 
to act according to conscience. 

Another frequently encountered ethical 
quandary involves rationalization. 

"People write in about awful 
behavior and want it to be endorsed 
and rationalized by the Times," Cohen 
said, laughing. He said he was puzzled 
why these people write in if they know 

Statesmanllan Cook 

Cohen spoke about ethics in real-life 
situations, including at home and in 
the workplace. 

what they want to do is wrong. 
"Everyone wants to think of 

themselves as a good person," Cohen said. 
Cohen described a few common 

moral techniques, meant to provide a 
guideline for living in a moral way, and 
noted the flaws that he found in each. 

The "heroic model" instructs a 

person to ask, "What would Lincoln do 
in this situation?" But, Cohen noted 
wryly, Lincoln was not alive in the age @ 
of e-mail, and ethical dilemmas arising g 
from modern technology cannot be @ 
addressed by this model. s w 

Cohen said that the way to live a 
a moral life is to act with honesty, 2 
kindness, compassion, generosity, = 
and fairness, while being sure to Pgl 
protect freedom, especially freedom 
of thought and expression. a 

S Cohen concluded his remarks at 
1 

with a caution, qrroted from the 
writer Samuel Johnson: "Be not too $ 
hasty to trust, or to admire, the 1 
teachers of morality; they discourse a 

s 
like angels, but they live like men." Sc 

Cohen has also worked as a writer g 
for Late Night with David Letterman and 4 
the Rosie O'Donnell Show, and has "r 
authored numerous collections of short N 

0 
stories and letters. 8 



Coffee, Donuts, 
Commuter Mugs 

The Commuter connection 
Tuesday, May 6th 

SAC 144 
7:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 

Come and mingle with representatives from Summer 
Sessions, International Studies, and Campus Recreation. 

For more information, contact Brenda Masterson, 
Wells Fellow for Commuter Student Services, 

Office of Commuter Services, SAC Room 222, 632-9906, 
or E-mail: Brenda.Masterson@stonybrook.edu. 

Do You Want 

to start a new club/organization ... 
. . . or to hold a special event? 

Then contact the Special Program Council in the 

SAC Suite 202, 

FRE E a 

Wednesdav 
J 

Appointments from 4: 15 pm to 7: 15 pm 
Student Polity Suite 202, Student Activity Center 

\ 

' Held By The 

Paid Bv YOUR Student Activity Fee 
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The Stakes Are High on Tuition 
Colleges must control it or face stiff penalties, key congressman says 

BY STEPHEN BURN 
Chronicle of Higher Education 

To U.S. Rep. Howard P. McKeon 
(R-Cal), getting college prices under 
control is his most important mission. 

McKeon, who heads the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
subcommittee on higher education, 
believes that many low-income high- 
school students don't attend college 
because of high tuition costs. 

In a speech in March, McKeon 
lamented the fact that increases in 
tuition at numerous colleges have 
soared beyond the inflation rate. 

"A 25-percent increase in tuition 
and fees is not reasonable," he said. 
"It is scandalous, and we can no longer 
sit idly by and accept such increases 
as the natural course of things." 

To combat what he called a 
"frightening trend," the congressman 
said he would introduce legislation to 
penalize colleges that increase their cost 
of attendance by twice the rate of 
inflation or more for two years in a row. 

R ~ D .  McKeon threatened toinistill ~enilt ies 
fo;colleges increasing tuition raies. 
Penalties would include a possible loss 
of eligibility to participate in federal 
student-aid programs. 

College lobbyists and leaders have 
attacked the plan. While saying they 
share his concerns about college access 
and affordability, they contend that 
imposing price controls would 
inevitably lead to a deterioration in the 
quality of higher education. 

Lobbyists say McKeon should 
instead focus on state lawmakers, who 

have slashed higher-education 
spending in response to record budget 
deficits. To make up for the cuts, 
colleges have been forced to raise 
tuition, they argue. College officials 
note that in nearly two-thirds of states, 
decisions about tuition rates are not 
made by the institutions themselves, 
but by legislatures and statewide 
higher-education boards. 

McKeon said he is not surprised 
by the reaction and has no plans to 
back off. Finding ways to control 
college prices, he said, is a key goal 
as he leads the effort in the House to 
renew the Higher Education Act. 

If McKeon proceeds with his plan, 
the reauthorization could turn into a 
bloody battle. 

"It will be World War 1.11 for 
colleges if Congress tries to push 
through M,cKeonYs proposal," said a 
Democratic Congressional aide who 
requested anonymity. 

McKeon's plan would hurt the 
needy students he is trying to help, 

critics charge. 
"Depriving these students of 

federal grants, work-study funds, and 
loans in an effort to control prices will 
make it impossible for them to finance 
a college education," wrote the 

* 

American Council on Education in a 
letter to McKeon. 

However, the congressman 
rejected the notion that his plan would 
impose price controls on colleges. 
Under the proposal, he noted, colleges 
would decide whether they wanted to 
reduce their prices. Nothing forces 
colleges to take federal student-aid 
money, he said. 

The congressman said he is 
prepared for a long battle. "It's easy 
to put money out and spend it and 
pat ourselves on the back and say 
we're doing a lot of good things," 
he said. "But if in 10  years, as many, 
or more, low-income kids don't go 
to college because they don't think 
they can afford to go, then what have 
we accomplished?" 

Public Colleges Emphasize Research Too Much 
BY SARA HEBEL 
Chronicle of Higher Education 

As states struggle with stagnant 
economies, governors and local 
corporate leaders are prodding 
colleges to focus on building research 
programs that will attract businesses 
and create jobs. But the public says 
colleges should emphasize 
undergraduate education and preparing 
students for careers. What's a public- 
university president to do? 

"For a college president, this is 
truly representing a dilemma," said 
Travis J. Reindl, director of state- 
policy analysis for the American 
Association of State Colleges and 
Universities. "Their mission, in many 
cases, is very firmly rooted in what the 
public is saying about the importance 
of undergraduate education. But at the 
same time, expectations and incentives 
drive you in a different direction." 

University leaders elsewhere say 
they would like to pay more attention 
to priorities beyond economic 
development, but feel obliged to 
embrace state priorities, especially 

during a budget crunch. 
"What do I think the governor is 

interested in?" said Richard S. Jarvis, 
chancellor of the Oregon University 
System, which faces cuts as the state 
faces a budget deficit of more than $2- 
billion over the next two years. "He's 
interested in jobs, jobs, jobs. I feel 

faster than focusing mainly on getting 
undergraduate students ready for careers. 

Meanwhile, some state lawmakers 
agree with the survey respondents' 
desire to support colleges in providing 
a strong, broad-based undergraduate 
education. Such a goal does not preclude 
efforts to enhance research, they insist. 

access to it, also is essential, especially 
in a struggling economy, he says. 

Richard M. Flaherty, president of 
College Parents of America, a national 
advocacy group, believes that most 
people do understand the role of 
colleges in advancing their regional 
and local economies, and generally 
support the use of some tax dollars for 
those purposes. But many parents are 

But many parents are likely to prefer likely to prefer that their tuition 
payments be used to educate their own 

that their tuition payments be used to children and prepare them for 
careers-and such an emphasis 

educate their own children and prepare intensifies when the job market is 
tight, he said. 

them for careers 

very directly the pressure to help 
jump-start the economy." 

Jarvis and other college leaders 
make the point that adding research 
programs isn't the only way that colleges 
can help states economically. Supporting 
programs that help adults finish a degree 
or that retrain them for better jobs, he 
says, often can meet work-force needs 

Illinois Rep. Kevin Joyce, a 
Democrat who is vice chairman of the 
Appropriations Higher Education 
Subcommittee at the General 
Assembly, argues that research funds 
help keep top-notch faculty members, 
who do a good job of educating 
undergraduates. But supporting 
undergraduate education itself, and 

- 
"Families and individuals that are 

paying for college for students when 
you have a downturn in the economy 
are looking for more-immediate 
returns," Mr. Flaherty said. "Then you 
do have a significant focus on short- 
term results of a college education." 

"We in higher education are being 
relied on to do more and more," said 
Alan G. Merten, president of George s Mason University. "It's a bit , 
overwhelming, to say the least." !! : Quirky Scholarships Offered to All Types of Applicants 3 

BY WILL P ~ E R  
Chronicle of Higher Education 

Scholarships abound for jocks and 
bookworms. But what about 
southpaws, beanpoles, and people 
whose last name is Zolp? 

The FinAid Web site has compiled 
information on those and other unusual 
scholarships. Besides traditional 
awards, the listings feature comical 
scholarships - a Bucknell University 
prize for applicants who do not 
participate in "strenuous athletic 
contests" - and extremely generous 

scholarhips - $10,000 to the student 
who writes the best essay on Ayn 
Rand's novel, The Fountainhead. 

Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of the 
nonprofit Web site, says some 
scholarships do not make the cut. For 
example, a $5 "Ninja Scholarship" - 
for whoever the donor says has the 
most "totally sweet" ninja costume - 
didn't offer enough money. 

But just because a scholarship 
sounds unusual, he says, doesn't mean 
it's not the real thing. 

Liz Kerr of Philadelphia helped 

create a scholarship for skateboarders 
after her 15-year-old son was killed 
while skateboarding last June. 
Applicants are judged by their 
community activism and an essay on 
"how skateboarding has been a 
positive influence in my life." 

"Other athletes get scholarships 
and trophies, and skater kids 'get 
brought home- in back of a cop car," 
Kerr said, noting that skateboarding is 
outlawed on public property in 
Philadelphia. "Even tdachers have 
these stereotypes, and we hope to 

- - 

0 

change that." E 
In a stickier competition, students @ 

who create the most stylish duct-tape 
duds for their proms can win $2,500 

in a "Stuck at Prom" contest sponsored 
each, plus $2,500 for their high schools, 

by Duck Tape, a manufacturer. 9 e 
"I applied for other 'scholarships 3 

too," said Mike Mace, 1.vho was one ,$ 
of the 2002 winners - for his 16th- g 
century English nobleman's costume in red 
and yellow duct tape - and who now "r 
attends Western Illinois University. "But 
this one looked 1 99 8 W 



Editorial 
Hvsteria Takes Over America 

d 
BY MARIE HUCHTON Because that's just it-life is unstable, unplanned, 
Statesman Staff unpredictable, and less secure than many would prefer. 

So many topics to write about, yet so few words to 
do it in-the eternal plight of the opinionated columnist. 
From the myriad of local, national and global options, 
I have picked one word: hysteria. 

Whether it's about the failing economy, weapons 
of mass destruction, or Asian pneumonia, the American 
people (and Europeans for that matter) suddenly become 
panic-stricken lemmings, milling about and following 
whatever leader takes the initiative to jump off the cliff 
first. In America and Europe, the media seems to be 
the most powerful factor in creating this atmosphere of 
hysteria. 

Sitting comfortably in their dens every night, 
Americans are bombarded by televised images: 
travelers wearing face masks, citizens buying guns and 
duct tape, American flags blowing in the wind, Saddam 
Hussein's face, Osama bin Laden's voice, plummeting 
line graphs and billowing oil wells. The front page of 
every newspaper is packed with death tolls and rising 
gas prices. Magazines dwell on the Homeland Security 
and coalition POWs. Overlaid with dramatic images, 
gut-wrenching text, and crescendo-ing musical scores, 
mass media has become the ultimate puppeteer, pulling 
the strings of the American public. 

Instead of enjoying their cars, mortgaged homes 
and first-world privilege, Americans worry themselves 
to a frenetic pitch that tomorrow they could be next. 
Next for a suburban Twin Towers; next for sudden flu- 
like symptoms; next for a school shooting; next to be 
laid-off; next to be attacked by Muslim extremists. 

Next to recognize the instability of life. 

There are no guarantees. But does this mean that every 
individual should cower in a bomb shelter 24 hours a day 
on the off-chance that there's a nuclear explosion? Does 
the need of a single Southwestern rancher to sleep 
soundly justify killing thousands of innocent civilians 
7000 miles away? 

The Western world of cyber-space and gadgets 
has become completely cut off from the reality of 
our ancestors and the millions of modern people in 
unindustrialized countries. Instead of citizens 
experiencing events firsthand, reporters are sent to 
far-off places and instructed to send back neatly 
packaged sound bites. These clips are manipulated, 
edited and given a 'spin,' and then sent out to 
millions of viewers, readers and listeners who 
never question the authenticity or real threat 
portrayed onscreen. 

People seem to forget that SARS is only fatal 
i d 4  percent of cases, that no weapons of mass 
destruction have been found in Iraq, that America is 
the richest country in the world, and that MAD 
(mutual assurance of destruction) is more than just 
a quaint acronym. 

Trapped in homes with television sets and cars 
with radios, the panic rises from the overabundance 
of highly dramatized sound-bites and visual images. We 
are watching CNN narrate the events of the world, 
waiting for the image on the screen to be just beyond 
the front door. The American dream seems to have 
become a voyeuristic nightmare. Or isit all just media- 
created, urban-induced hysteria? 

Le t t e r  to the Ed i to r  
Student Elections Leave Doubts 

Dear Editor, 

I am a third-year student here at SBU, and I 
transferred here in the spring of 2002. I went to the 
Dean of Students'office earlier this semester with some 
concerns about the school, and things were sort of dealt 
with. But that is when I realized that if I wanted 
something to get done I needed to do it myself. So, I 
decided that I would run for office. 

I realized that candidates must obtain 250-500 
signatures, depending on the office they are running 
for. That started on April 14, but I didn't find out until 
April 21 when I read the April 17 edition of the 
Statesman. What is weird is that we didn't have classes 
because of the break from April 16-20. So, I missed a 
week of getting signatures. I found out Monday 
aftemoon that I needed to get 400 signatures to run for 
Vice President of Student Life, Programming and 
Activities, by Friday, April 25. 

OnTuesday I went to the Polity office at 5 1 5  p.m. 
because I had class until 5 1 0  p.m., but the office closes 
at 4:30pm. There went Tuesday. On Wednesday, I 
went at 4:10 and the office was open, but the person in 
charge of giving out the signature sheets left at 4:00 
p.m. So now I was left with Thursday, and I needed to 
go home Thursday night for a personal family matter. 
So I got up at 9:00 a.m. and went to the office with my 
platform, which I wrote the night before, and began 

my struggle. I got more than 400 signatures by 4:30 
p.m. and still went to one of my classes. 

I busted my butt getting those signatures, and now 
I find out I did all of it for NOTHING! The election 
board of the new student government has decided that 
since they messed up by not getting the word out about 
the elections, and since every office was running 
uncontested, except for president, they are not going to 
hold elections. Many candidates were disqualified 
because they didn't meet the requirements and 
candidates running uncontested would have filled many 
office positions. 

It was all a scam. The administrators knew 
beforehand it wouldn't be possible to hold successful 
elections. The process blew up in their faces and now 
they're changing the rules. There is no clause ip the 
constitution that requires office candidates to run against 
an opponent.' They have decided that they will hold 
elections next semester when we get back from the 
summer break, but what kind of hope can we have for a 
government that can't even get off the ground? I went 
to the old Polity office and asked to find out who 
made the decision'to not hold the elections and no 
one knew. No one had an answer for me. 

So, as of now, all I know is that there will be 
elections for the office of president, student activity fee 



'QGfie gtonp Wrook gtatesmn Thursday, May 1,2003 



Faulty Student 
Elections 

and other referendum questions. But 
my ability to get 400 signatures in a 
single day goes out the window. I got 
what I had to get done on time and 
yet I am suffering because no one 
else attempted or cared enough to 
even run. I want to come back next 
semester with a new, great start with BBQs, 
parties, music and anyhng else that can show 
everyone that Stony Brook doesn't suck or 
dam't have to suck. 

But right now, Stony Brook 
does suck! I am frustrated and angry. The 
school is flushing itself down the toilet. It 
has so  much potential, but with a 
government that doesn't hold itself 
accountable for anything, and doesn't 
explain its actions to anyone, it's not 
surprising that this 'new' student 
government is starting off so badly. 

If you have any suggestions about 
what to do, please tell me. I think that we, 
as a student body, need to send the 
administration a message. Maybe we 

,shouldn't pay our student activity fee, 
because something not right is going on. 
Please help. Get the message out. Let people 
know that we are getting ripped off and 
cheated out of our own money and that they 
shouldn't stand for it. Together wecanchange 
this place, hopefully sooner than later. 

Sincerely, 
Jonathan Neman 

4 3  For information: 
2 * To receive the $150 sign-on bonus, a student must start work on August 27, must work 
@ FSA Student ShRng Raourws 

August 29-September 1, remain employed with Campus Dining Services for a minimum of 10 Roam 250 d the Stony Bmok Union 
8 consecutive weeks through November 10, and v~orlt at least 4019 hours during this time. 
d 

Wamn (634 6328306 
email: Wa~en.\hfafi@$E@sun]!sb.&~~ 

d 



Laskowski 
Resigns 

who cheered as Stony Brook's football team 
posted a program best record of 8-2. 

"As a result of his efforts, we have a first- 
class athletics stadium and a first-class program" 
Kenny said. "Under [Laskowski's] leadership, 
we  became members  of the America East  
Conference, earned our first NCAA lacrosse 
playoff berth last season, and have outstanding 
coaches  in a w i d e  va r i e ty  of  men ' s  and  
women's sports." 

Laskowski is originally from Brooklyn. He 
attended La Salle academy in Manhattan, and 
continued his education at St. John's on a baseball 
scholarship, where he received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Social Sciences, a Master's and 
Professional Diploma in Counselor Education, 
and a Doctorate in School Administration. 

In 1974 he began his term at St. John's as the 
school's first Athletic Academic counselor. He 
seved as Director of Intramurals, Recreation, and 
Club Sports from 1978 to 1983, and was then 
designated Associate Athletic Director, a title that 
he held for eight years before beginning his tenure 
at Stony Brook. In 1990, Laskowski was honored 
as a Big East outstanding administrator. 

" [Laskowski] has earned the right to take 
his life down a new path, and we are grateful for 
the important contribution he has made to Stony 
Brook," Kenny said. 

LASO Youth 
Field Trip 

"I like giving advice," Brito said. "We make a 
good impression and hopefully these students will 
'catch the idea that college is necessary." 

The visitors headed over to the Student 
Union auditorium to see a live performance 
of "Swallow This," a student-performed play 
that depicts college student. 

For  added  en t e r t a inmen t ,  suppor t i ng  
f r a t e rn i ty  and  so ro r i t y  o rgan iza t ions  
performed different strolls. 

"This school looks like so  much fun," said 
Longwood student Carlos Gandara, 14. 

"Their presence at today's 
activities made college 

something more concrete." 

Ce2tral Islip Spanish teacher Alexander 
Gutierrez said the day offered an excellent 
opportunity for students to get a taste of the 
college experience. 

"All the activities today were very informative 
and enjoyable," Gutierrez said. "Hopefully, this can 
continue for even more students in the future." 

Austen Mangan, a Longwood social studies 
teacher and advisor to the school's Latino Alliance 
Club, said he wants to have an ongoing relationship 
with LASO. 

"Today opened a world to these,kids," Mangan 
said. "Their presence at today's activities made 
college something more concrete." 

Regatta Tradition Continues 
..... ..,,.... ., ...... ,, ,,,- 

dragged, pushed, and pulled one another into the pond's 
murky depths amid cheers from the crowd. 

Some boats never reached the finish line, and "The best part of the whole event is seeing 
others made it past the starting point, leaving their your f r iends  dripping wet," sa id  sophomore 
crews soaking wet.  Even before the race had spectator Alysha Maniatas. 
begun, there was vlentv of action in the water. Students 

SBU students raced with two- to four-man crews In 

The Science Fiction Forum, which entered a 
nearly 10-foot sailboat last year, built a more 
moderate model, the "Bis-marquis de Sade," this 
year, but the designers were no less enthusiastic 
about the event. 

"We hope to sink the competition, and look good 
doing it," said the boat's designer, Garret Petersen. 

The first annual Roth Regatta took place in 
1988. The idea was hatched and carried out by 
junior Curt Epstein, who graduated from Stony 
Brook in 1989. 

Students who had done a rush-job this year 
held out hopes for the future. "Hopefully we'll 
build a better one next year," said junior Rob 
Spears ,  po in t ing  to  h i s  one -man ,  nameless  

the Roth Regatta yacht competitions. watercraft. "We kind of threw this one together." 

, 

AFTER WAITING EIGHT YEARS FOR THIS BOOK, 
You DESERVE AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY 

ingfjam 
s i p  her long-awaited conch 

t Sr Shadows trilogy, lYiur/mc 

:, or pick one up while you're 

and ask Elaine for her signa 

She'll write 

SUNY at Stony Brook 
Student Union Hall 

Stony Brook, NY 

Barnes & Noble 
5001 Jericho Turnpike . 
Cornrnack, NY 11725 

Friday, May 9 * 4:00 - 6:00 PM Saturday, May 10 1:00 - 200  PM 

ision 

~lkct:  

here 

.are. 

fast. 
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Memorandum 
To: Student Body 
From: Undergraduate Student Governance Task Group 
Date: April 16,2003 
Subject: Rectifying A Constitutional Error 

There is a technical error in the Constitution under Article Ill, Section 1.B, 
Paragraphs 1 and 2 that resulted from the insertion of the phrase "before place- 
ment on the ballot" and not changing the class standing to account for that. 
Should the qualifications stand as is, only students who will become seniors can 
run for the positions of President, Executive Vice President and Treasurer and a 
sophomore would not be able to represent hislher class because only a future 
junior would be able to do so. 

Consequently, in light of the "framers' intent" and the unintended consequences 
which would be detrimental to the student body, instead of using the following 
erroneous language in the Constitution: 

1. President, Executive Vice President and Treasurer having to have junior or 
higher standing before placement on the ballot and 

2. All other Executive Council positions having to have sophomore or higher 
standing before placement on the ballot 

The current election will take place with the actual "framers' intent", which is: 
- I 

crr 
0 
0 
m 

h 
ed 

11 All the other requirements for these positions will still apply. 
d 

1. Those students who wish to run for the positions of President, Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer must have sophomore or higher standing before 
placement on the ballot and 

s 
5 
2 
s 

is 

2. Those students who wish to run for all other Executive Council positions will . 

have no class standing requirements since all undergraduate students 
would be qualified to do so. 



3 Will you get in. 
w ith the current job market so tight, applications to 

graduate schools have soared. More applicants applying 
for the same number of seats means more competition. 

A higher score on your admissions test is crucial to getting 
accepted into a good school. Test preparation is no longer just 
an option. It's a necessity. 

Will you have the score you need to stand out from the sea of 
applicants? 

Get the high score you need. 

FACT: More than 50% of medical 
school applicants are rejected.' 

FACT: LSAT test takers have 
increased by 230/02 

FACT: GRE test takers have 
increased by 18?h3 

FACT: More students took the GMAT 
in 2002 than in any other year 
of the test's hi~tory.~ 

You can score higher. 
We can show you how. 
With 65 years of experience, no one knows the GMAT, GRE, 
LSAT, MCAT or DAT* better than Kaplan. 

We can help you unlock the tests through a combination of 
in-depth review, realistic practice, and test-taking strategies. 

Enroll with Kaplan and benefit from: 
Flexibilty 

Classes are starting now. one-on-one, in a classroom, online ... with Kaplan, you have options. 

Reserve your seat today. Expert Instruction 
Kaplan teachers guide you every step of the way. 

1 -800 - KAP -T EST convenience 
Kaplan offers classes at thousands of locations nationwide. 

kaptest.com A Proven Track Record 
Kaplan strategies and techniques have helped millions of students 
score higher and get into top schools and programs. 

Kaplan students make the cut. 
Is Kaplan right for you? Just ask our former students ... you'll find them at top schools across the country. 

'Thanks to Kaplan, I took "After Kaplan, I knew how "Kaplan gave me the confi- "Thanks to Kaplan, there 
the test feeling relaxed, to get the right answer for dence I needed to ace the test wasn't a question on the 
optimistic and confident." every question. I felt and get into Harvard Law," MCAT that didn't look 

, 800 - James Katzen totally in control." - Alexandria Marzano- familiar." 

- Ali Raja Lesnevich 40 - Ervin Johnson 
on the GRE math 

section out of a possible 800 780 on the GMAT out of a 
1 78 on the LSAT out of a possible combined score on the 

~ possible 800 
180 MCAT out of a possible 45 

Enroll with Kaplan today! 1 -800-KAP-TEST 
Classes are starting now. kaptest.com 

*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. 'Source: Medical Schools Admissions Requirements 
2Source: Law School Admissions Council 3Source: EducationalTesting Service 4Source: Graduate Management Admission Council 

The scores of individual students will vary. The experience of these students cannot be taken as an indicator of how the average student or students in general will perform 



l2 CLASSIFIEDS HELP WANTED FOR RENT 
WANTED: COLLEGE OR GRADUATE STUDIO APARTMENTS furnished, 

SERVICES student to provide full-time care for 5 and includes electric, cable, water, heat. 
7 year old during the summer. Light Walking: distance to Port Tefferson Village. 

u u 

VENUS ON WHEELS ModelingIModeling ho;secleaning. clean drivers' license a Starting at $600. By appointment only 
Portfolios $299. Models needed for cars, must. Live inlout. Smithtown area. Maria "The New.Heritage Inn." (631) 473-2499. 

catered events and private households. FRATERNITIES SORORITIES CLUBS 
Functions in Nassau County, NYC, and *STUDENT GROUPS Earn $1000 - $2000 
the Hamptons. Flexible schedule. Must be this semester with a proven 

ing fleighborhoods for home improve- professional, prompt and courteous. Will CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising 
merit company. Salary plus c0n1mission- train. Pay from $10 - $15 per hour. (631) event. Our programs make fundraising 
Call Ed (631) 928-4490. 563-2475 ext. 2.. easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are 
SUMMER POSITIONS for students and ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVES Part filling quickly, SO get with the program! It 
faculty. SWIMMING INSTRUCTORS: time, $25.00/hour selling desigler appar- works. Contact CampusFundraiser at (888) 
Lifeguard1 WSI. COUNSELORS and el to students, friends & coworkers. (631) 923-3238 or visit www.campushndrais- 
GROUP LEADERS. SPORTS INSTRUC- 439-6820. a-.corn. 
TORS: Soccer, Basketball, Baseball, Tennis, 
Gymnastics, Aerobics. NURSING: RN, 
EMT, LPN. TEACHERS: Drama, Dance, 
Music, Arts, Crafts, Science, Computers, You're frightened? 

on LI since 1988. Please let us help. 
Hill School, East Setauket. (631) 751-1154. Life can be a wonderful choice. 

visit us at www.BartendersAcade~nyNY.com 
To advertise in The Statesman call 

Alternatives to Abortion 

counseling, and assistance. 
Every Day 1 OAM to 9PM 
Sunday IOAM to 6PM Call 243-2373, 554-41 44 or 

Proudly servlclng the North Shore for 25 

NEVER WAX, PLUCK OR SHAVE A 
Also Avarlable 

MICRODERMABRASMIN 

TREATMENT OF SPIDER VEINS 

* 89% Permanent reduction of unwanted ha~r 

JAPANIMATION VIDEOTAPES MODEL KITS State of the art Laser technology 

A professional staff wlth over 5 years 
experience In Laser Haw Removal 

Do you have questions about sex, 
mationships, love and dating? 

Gain Valuable Work Experience Related to Your Career Goals 

Flexible schedules, part time and full time positions "Ask Bet;hW ... at www.co~~egecarecenter.com v 
working in group homes. 

Training Provided 
'You have made me feel v 

Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits safer and more aware of v 
things. Thank you." v 

vThe Care Centxr 
202 East Main Street smithtown. NY 11787 (631) 265-3675 

91 Maple Ave, Brnithtown 



I Going hbme for the summer? ( 

Get in swimsuit shape without having to eat air. With a Bally Total 

Fitness Student Membership, you can work out for 

four months at any of our 370 state-of-the-art facilit~es 

nationwide for only $144. And, you'll have the option of 

staying a member for just $24 a month. Our clubs offer the most 

innovative workout classes, the latest fitness equipment and 

customized nutritional programs. 

Get started today: 

M ~ s t  be between the ages of 18-23 dnd have a va. d ct~dent I0 ro gdellty for sluoen: mernbersh~p.Ren~vel d~es  
rublec: ro nncrmse 'firmen nor ce requ,red to cavcel <enea,l optlo~i.Sonie restrtcr on5 appb'.~dd~r~onal charges 
tor soone ce v ~ c s  An Eq.ral Opporrund) Cldo .2@33 8al uTotal F~ttless Corpoiat~on I 

I is your answer I 
I 5' x 5' for only $35/month 

(3 month minimum) I 
I Island Stbrage, conveniently located in East Setauket, is offering this spe- 

I 
cia1 discount to students only. Unlike most facilities, all storage units are 

ground level, no elevators or stairs. You have access to your storage 24 
hours a day, 365 days per year at n o  additional charge. Also, a security 

I deposit is not required! I 

I Island Storag is safe and secure and provides full-size pickup trucks for 

transportation to our storage facility at no extra charge. (Call for details.) I 
Spaces and truck availability are limited and will be available on a first- 

come, first-serve basis, so call today at (631) 444-0065. 

171 North Belle Mead Rd., East Setauket 
located in the Stony Brook Technology Center 

314 mile north of Route 347 ? 

I visit our website at: www.islandstorage.c~m I 
I Mom.. Fri. 9 am 5 nm Sat. U Sun. 10 am 2 pm 1 

11 The Career Center wou1.d like to congratulate- 
the Class of 2003 graduates, 

I and wish all students the best of luck with finals! 

Feel free to  visit us or schedule an appointment with a counselor during the summer. 
Summer hours are: 

Monday - Friday, 830 am - 5:00 pm 

Career Center 
JOBS: Full/Part Time & Internships 

Melville Library, Room W-0550 
(at the foot of the zebra path) 

(631) 632-6810 www.stonybrook.ed ulcareer 



US. Foreign Policy 
in the 

Future of  the Midde East 

Hon. Garv Ackerman 
Member of Congress, 5th NY Congressional District 

Senior Member, House International Relations Committee 
Ranlung Democrat on the International Relations Subcommittee 

on the Middle East and Central Asia 

Monday, May 5,2003 
7:30 PM 

Student Activities Center Ballroom A 
Stony Brook University 
Tickets are required for admission. 

Tickets available at no charge from the HiUel ~oundation office. 
Call 632-6565 for more information. 

Sponsored by the W e 1  Foundation for Jewish Life 
Co-sponsored by Yisrael B'yachad 

632-6565 

You can earn a Masters degree in 
Management and Policy, equivalent to an MBA, 

at Stony Brook University 

No prior education or work experience in business is 
necessary. Part-time and evening study is available. 
You can start in September, January or summer. 

5 I 
?2 Already have an advanced degree (M.S., Ph.D., J.D., M.D., etc.)? I 

Cr) 
0 
o 
N 

4- 
A 

53 

Students who wish to specialize may choose from: 
Finance 
Information Systems Management 
Human Resource Management 
Health Care Management 

For more information contact us at: 
Graduate Admissions, Harriman Hall, Room 102 

W. Averell Harriman School for Management and Policy 
Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 1 1  794-3775 

631 -632-7296 F a :  631 -632-81 81 
OSS@stonybrook.edu, www.stonybrook.edu/harriman/home 

5 
E 
B 
d 

Finances @I* 
O A  

You may qualify for our Advanced Credit Program: 
Completely custom designed curriculum to meet 
your individual needs 
Only 10 courses totaling about 30 credits 
Open to all graduate majors 

Return early to work for 
Campus Dining Services. 

You will receive a $15Q Bonus* PLUS ... 

We pay room accommodations* from 

August 27-29 plus two meals a day! 

(*commuters receive cash equivalent) 

The most pay increases on or off campus - 

up to six increases or more in one year! 

Pay bonus at  the end of each semester. 

Eligibility for scholarships/other rewards. 

Many different positions to choose from. 

Largest variety of campus work schedules 

and locations available. 

Opportunities for promotion, learning. 

various skills, building line items for your 

resume, and meeting new people! 

Refer a friend and YOU receive $50 

* To receive the $150 sign-on bonus, a student must start work on 
August 27, must work August 29-September 1, remain employed 
with Campus Dining Services for a minimum of 10 consecutive 
weeks through November 10, and work at least 100 hours during 
this time. Limited time offer. For details call ... 

FSA student Staffing Resources 
Room 250 of the Stony Brook Union 

Warren Wartell (631) 632-9306 
Email: Warren..WartellBsunysb.edu 



YOU'VE WORKED HARD 
FOR FOUR YEARS! I 

I Play some great games on the Dodge web sites. 

I dodge.com GO Midni$t Riaciag ((;;,me zone tab) I 
I Get an 

additional $400 New College Grad Bonus Cash - 

above and beyond all existing incentives on new Dodge vehicles. 

Phis get an Essential Care Plan at NO EXTRA CHARGE"" 

Dotlge Ncon SXT Dodge Ilakota SXT 

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS . A member of the DaimlerChrysler Services Group . 

St~rnrp~er Sasr"on at 
S&lk County Community College 

is the answer! 

day or evening classes ~e~is t ra f i ih  b 

Applications available online at w w w .  



- 
"Let b m c :  Amre 

Founded 1957, L?mrp-aW 1976 

Festival Fever Strikes Stony Brook 
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