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Why sources matter
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THREATS AND RESPONSES: INTELLIGENCE;
Defectors Bolster U.S. Case Against Iraq, Officials Say

|BOOKS OF THE TIMES; Sounding an Urgent
| Terrorism Alarm to Deaf Ears

Judith Miller reviews book The Age of Sacred Tertor by Danied
Benjamin and Steven Miller; photos

THREATS AND RESPONSES: GERM WEAPONS:
C.I.A. Hunts Iraq Tie to Soviet Smallpox

ClA investigates informant's accusation that Irag obtained
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Why sources matter

“Indeed, the facts U.S. invades
and Iraqg's behavior Iraq to capture

show that Saddam
Hussein and his weapons of
regime are ) mass
concealing their ' destruction
efforts to produce
more weapons of
mass destruction.”

—U.S. Secretary of State

Colin Powell to the

UN Security Council,
Feb.5,2003

Why sources matter

Cadliict in Iraq - aimsnbecom

CIA’s final report: No WMD
found in Iraq
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The Source of the Trouble

s [
Pulitzer Prize winner Judith Miller’s series of exclusives about weapons of
P . mass destruction in Irag-courtesy of the now-notorious Ahmad Chalabi
— A L1100 0T o | | A —helped the New York Thmes keep up with the competition and the Bush
= S s St e 9 TAN administration bolster the case for war, How the very same talents that
v i Lrag Eaad Mscday 3¢ the hrat . caused her to get the story also caused her to get it wrong,
PR Tf Miller ks an extreme example of the Thwer ultracompetitive mind-sec, she iz also an
tgenen st the purperied progrnen of Sodder : { example of an inherent problem of journalism: its reliance ca sources.
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Why sources matter

“The problematic articles varied in authorship
and subject matter, but many shared a common
feature. They depended at least in part on
information from a circle of
Iraqi informants, defectors
and exiles bent on ‘regime
» k change’ in Iraq, people whose
' credibility. has come under.
increasing public debate
in recent weeks.”
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Evaluating sources Is all about

critical thinking
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Last week’s Quick Quiz

1. Direct Evidence: Photos, video, audio, documents, eyewitnesses.
Indirect Evidence: Accounts from spokesmen, press releases or hearsay,
along with expert reconstructions, computer models and inferences.

2. “Scientific truth is a statement of probability proportional to the evidence. It
will change over time as the evidence changes.”

Your questions ahd comments ...

< “So would a journalist prefer video footage over actually seeing a
newsworthy event first hand? — Jeremy Tse

< “Evidence is stronger when it is coming from a reliable source, but
what happens if the source itself is biased? Will it not provide
information that might alter the evidence according to their own
beliefs or practices? — Rasheequr Rahman

< “Even if many sources confirm something, could it still be false?”
— Jake Acito



LOOKING BACK
A new edition of the ...

[ BREANING NEWS CONSUMER'S RANBBOOK ]
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LOOKING AHEAD
Two ideas students struggle with

Predictions

- A Source Who
i "

Comparisons
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After this lecture, you should be able to ...

1.

Articulate the difference between a news outlet and a
news Source.

Use the IMVAIN criteria to evaluate sources in news
stories.

Justify reasons for differential ratings of sources’
credibility based on IMVAIN analysis.

Use specific examples to illustrate the difference
between a source who asserts and one who provides
verifiable evidence.

Use a three-part test to judge the reliability of anonymous
sources.

LOOKING AHEAD

TEST 2: Covering lectures since the last test
will be held in recitation the week of Nov. 17
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LOOKING AHEAD Common sense source evaluation

Reminder: Bring your deconstruction .
I I 2
workbook to the next lecture s lls Sl Sl

Is this person providing evidence or just
making assertions?

Does this source have a dog in the fight?
Bring it
(Don’t copy these. Wait for the mnemonic device)

How would this person know about this?

v
v’ |Is anyone else telling the same story?
v

Can cell phones Says who?
crash airliners?

I ’ Cellonplane.wmv

v

Says who?
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I-M-V-A-1-N s .,,
A SYSTEM FOR EVALUATING THE RELIABILITY OF SOURCES Th IN k tWI ce

ndependent sources are better than self-interested sources N .
A silent minute

ultiple sources are better than single sources to absorb

the material
Sourceswho  erify with evidence are better than sources who assert

uthoritative/ nformedsources are better than uninformed sources

amed sources are better than unnamed sources

A case study Judging the reliability of sources
in source evaluation

Independent sources

e b\ed ro von“ "': 2011 are better than self-interested sources

rvice fum
socrotS "} White Hou esiden

(Does this source have anything to gain by
withholding information or making misleading
statements? If there is a conflict, the most
reliable sources have no stake in the outcome.
Independent experts, for example, are less
likely to mislead us than partisans.)




Self-interested sources...

" 20, the agengy o
. Y said
Entering th White Hous M.
Secret Sepvige offi

Do Secret Service agents have a
motivation to downplay the security
breach? Does the White House staff?

Judging the reliability of sources

Multlple sources
are better than single sources

(Information coming from multiple sources
is usually more reliable than something
just one person is saying.)

This ropart ix based on mtwrviows wigh agemts,
2 aad other g
ktiowledge about the b

abo d breouldrods of pages of d

mdodag transeripts of interviewes with officess on
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trarenisslone
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Independent sources?

¢ Intellectually independent?

* Politically neutral?

* Financial interests at stake?
Family involved?

T very surposed * former FBI asststant duesior Tom Fuertes 340 oo CHN. “Vou know
Ve Dody s 0 2 Mk 00 of sheck that serceone Nal st pvped Me fance. but that hey Qo
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WASHINGTON — Had last month's White House fence- training and the behavior of it agents. But relatively  Becoming an agent requires the equivalent of a
jumper made his dash across the North Lawn just a few ltle attention has been given to a structural issue that bachelor's degree with “superior academic
minutes earlie, he would have fount has divided the agency and defined ts cultur achievement
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Judging the reliability of sources

Sources who Verify
with evidence are better than
sources who assert
(Sources who back up what they say with facts
are more valuable than
ones who make unverifiable accusations

or offer opinions, inferences or
hunches without corroboration.)

A corollary to last week’s lesson:
- -

Did the

source

open the
freezer?
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Verifying or asserting?

‘SourcesThatAssertingraham.mpd

“I guess...you do get the sense that political correctness
could have been a factor here...”

Judging the reliability of sources

Athoritative V4 Informed
sources are better than
uninformed sources

(Sources who know what they’re talking about
are always more valuable
than sources who don’t
have the credentials
or information to speak knowledgeably
about a subject.)



Authoritative or informed?
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Judging the reliability of sources

Named sources
are better than
unnamed sources

(Sources who are fully identified
and speak on the record
are accountable for what they say.
The chief problem with anonymous source is
how little readers have to go on
as they try to assess reliability.)
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Authoritative or informed?
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Evaluating anonymous sources e
Authoritative is case-specific

TRANSPARENCY

Who was ‘Deep Throat'? The decision
: to grant sources anonymity

10
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OUR SYSTEM FOR EVALUATING THE RELIABILITY OF SOURCES

ndependent sources are better than self-interested sources

ultiple sources are better than single sources

Sourceswho  erify with evidence are better than sources who assert

uthoritative/ nformed sources are better than uninformed sources

amed sources are better than unnamed sources

11
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The News Literacy The News Literacy

source evaluation rubric in exams source evaluation rubric in exams
(as opposed to real life!) ‘ A gudut
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|_Moore's comments are a mix of unverifigble assertions and solid facts.

The “explain” box is where you reflect
nuances when the choice isn’t clear cut.

Weighing sources: Weighing sources:
Independence can tip the scales Looking beyond self-interest
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Reconstructing the Blackwater
incident in Nusoor Square

W, e
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In pursuit of truth:
The Blackwater shooting

n
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Blackwater.wmv

Pivot Point
Every other row

pivots to the row behind
to discuss in groups of four
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Key lesson

Evaluate sources
Evaluate sources
Evaluate sources
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