Last week’s Quick Quiz results
1. “Four hostile newspapers are more to be feared than a thousand bayonets,” said Napoleon
Bonaparte, military genius and Emperor of France.
2. On September 29, 1690, British Colonial authorities in Boston shut down the first multi-page
newspaper in the Americas, which was called “Publick Occurrences Both Forreign and Domestick.”

Student Questions and Comments:

Lecturer Alerts

This lecture is intended to be continued in a
subsequent class section. The atmosphere
envisioned is a seminar, with students (having read
the examples ahead of time) working their way
through Workbook examples with their teacher. The
point is to begin developing their ability to
deconstruct in real time.
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The Quick Quiz

1
2.

3. Write a question we can answer to clarify today’s lesson...or a
comment that will help us improve our work.

Write your name and Recitation Instructor name on your Quiz

Hand your QUICK QUIZ to your recitation instructor as you leave, and
practice saying her or his name. (i.e. “Hi, Professor Schmedlapp”)

‘Deconstructing’ the news
Is Too Much Texting A Mental lliness?

How to assess the reliability of the news
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Deconstruction: “Application of News Literacy concepts to
the analysis of component parts of a news report in order

Texting.wmv

Deconstructing to judge reliability

Deconstruction
Step 1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead

Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Deconstruction
Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Deconstruction
Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Deconstruction
Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-WhatWhen-Where-Why-How)

Deconstruction
Step 7: Is the story fair or balanced? Which should it be? What about fair play and fair language?

to dispassionately judge its reliability.”

Deconstructing to judge reliability

Step1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?
Step3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-WhatWhenWhere-Why-How)

Step 7: Is the story fair or balanced? Which should it be? What about fair play and fair language?




What can a news consumer
Do with this information

Is it actionable?

an OUTLET, not a SOURCE.
MULTIPLE. AS IN MULTIPLE
SOURCES ARE BETTER THAN A SINGLE SOURCE. THINK
CORROBORATION, NOT MAJORITY RULE.

Your questions ahd comments ...

Reminder
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: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Recitation, too

Bring it
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After this lecture, students will be able to:

Begin to apply key lessons of News Literacy in real time to find CO u n td O W n
identify reliable inf tion.
or identify reliable information TO Test #2

Use the IMVAIN test of source reliability on the fly.
Held in Recitation, WEEK OF

Distinguish, on the fly, between direct and indirect evidence NOV: 17

and even spot-check if conclusions are logical or not. s

Begin to correctly use the terms “Transparency” and “Context” Emphasues L_ecm res 7-11,

to judge the professionalism of news reporting. (Fairness & Bias through

Use the Deconstruction Workbook as a means to rehearse Deconstructing TV News)

detailed and sophisticated judgment of news reports. Same format: 10 questions, 100
points possible.

These are the capstone skills of this course, encompassing all 6
outcomes promised by the syllabus.

Context & Transparency

Two Ideas Students Struggle With Key Definitions

==

‘p =T History ‘ Main Entry: con-text €

Promunciation: Vkan- tekst\
L Function: »rowun

Wi I S Context: Facts that surround an event or
. elements of a news story and provide
meaning or significance




Deconstructing the News
The power of Context
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Key Definitions

Mam Enry. trans-paren-cy 41
Prommciaton: ‘an(t)s ‘per anit) se.
Function. mown

Inflected Fotm(s). plurof trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1591

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and why it could
not be learned; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.
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Context

o s Education

| As College Fees Chimb, Aid Docs Too

| vy

When you look at how much students
are actually paying, on average, it is
lower, after adjusting for inflation, than
five years earlier.”



“..lax oversight of the district’s credit card,

(was) among a series of financial
irregularities outlined in a critical audit of

the Wilton-Lyndeborough School District.”

Deconstruction
Step 1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead

Deconstruction

)

1) Summarize the main points of the story
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Deconstructing the News
Transparency is Openness about Methods

- “Could not be reached”

- “Requested anonymity because she
feared losing her job”

- “A reporter attempted to contact the
family at home, but no one came
to the door.”

- “The information could not be
independently verified.”

Deconstruction

Step 1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead

Deconstructing the News
How Reliable is the Headline?

Is the Headline Supported By the Story?



Deconstruction
Step 1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead

[ Assaults Plague Campus
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Is the Headline Supported By the Story?

Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

The1d minate recarding. which the woman first
took to The New York Times and then to the Queens
distrzet attorney. suggests the vast power of

low “evel immigration law enfareers. and & grawing

o, b the more somumon currency of coeruption in emmigration, but
sooceding 1o Cargremsomal teetimeny in 2008 by Michas Manwel, formee diractor of the

apeticy’s internal vatigaticns, moes tan 3,000 beckdogped complatnts of emplorse

meseonduct had gone wninvestgared for lack of s, inchading 528 involving cresinal
allegatices,

Evidence: Did the reporter open the freezer?
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Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?
Assess the evidence supporting the
main points of the story.

Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

| How close did the reporter
: come to opening the
1

freezer? If not, did a
reliable source open it?




Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

S Searching for the next Ebola in the Conge
g Baain

Test Inferences for Soundness

Main by "ew-l-dence 4

Prisuncistion e ve daoltys, vo dentls

Fifacsiees s nesen Maim Fatry. inference 4

De: 30 cegary Prozunziaton e-a-won)s -Len(is
Fincticn. mowr
Date: 25

Evidence: Information that proves or disproves
something
Inference: Taking information that is accepted as
true and then drawing a conclusion
that may or may not be valid
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Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

What's the Evidence That Sen.
Gillibrand Will Run for President?

(R Rl ] SR L

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand suddenly on the short list
of potential presidential candidates for 2016

Dewocrs (s rRang W arofte Mior spesct 1 delegans
s bor e fem b g

0 REMATTILOWETT |l wORe Sk ¥ Al

Direct Evidence?
Indirect Evidence?
Inference?

Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

Checking Inferences

Crime Blotter Has a Regular Yankees Caps

B MAALE TR AN
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Deconstruction Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer?Is the evidence direct or indirect? Step3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

#£]JSA Pulling all-nighters earns lower GP.
m MAded 131N et J vt 1 e L

Uy Wchant Wl ateons. Assocudel Press
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Is The Inference Stur

Deconstruction Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Independence vs. Self-Interest

Mrasten

1) /ndependent Sources Are Than Selfinterested Sources

g Eyewitness "Certain” Kimani Gray Was
2) [Vluttiple Sources Are Than Single Sources Unarmed When Police Shot Him

e W

3) Sources Who Verify Are Than Sources Who Assert “Alhc s ant < srgeath andpolce o )t st 1 b b s, ich
oo boerd by brer 2ol pazsod it ot the offiocs, wis firal
tmlulnrnﬂhndaumymdm Paal ) Beanmec, the ducf spedcurzan for the

4) Authoritative//nformed Sources Are Than Uninformed Sources

5) I\amed Sources Are Than Unnamed Sources

Duhiaza Eipg clewra 1o have watched the eatire sccss wrdald fran ber wizdaw. She sl the
Datly News sbe Iz mertats [Gray] @'t hove scoiting in bo haods® whees bo vt shot.

(Mnemonic Device:
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Deconstruction Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

. ALJAZEERA
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_ Verifying PLO officials call for Arafat
aka Corroboration or inquiry
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Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Trustworthy Anonymous Sources
Are Offered to You With:

Evshuwing Sowrrer

n Oumlnnm

v" Transparency
v' Characterization
mmﬂw-ah!ﬂwhutu

N. N\ o:kTov.Lr Bus Uxh Kills 14 in New York

Frbew Frul Browss sry » puesmger whe Sad ssully sevrred the
wench Sod 3 & benpeal Samadsy 1femace.

v’ Corroboration

How Reliable Are Mr. Williams’ Friends?
(Bookard and Jackson)
What Do You Base That On?
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Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Anonymous Sources

Transparent enough?  Characterized enough?
Ew Tl i lrm low!

Benghazi attack may cloud Town .ha.ll aWéits Obama

Clinton’s legacy

.
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Key Definitions

Mam Enry. trans-paren-cy 41
Prommciation ‘tran(t)s ‘per anit) se'
Function. nown

Inflected Fotm(s). plurof trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1591

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and why it could
not be learned; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.

Deconstruction

Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Deconstruction
Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?
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What is the example of transparency?

./-

National Public Radio Reports from Basra
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Deconstruction
Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Npr_basra.wmv

Deconstruction
Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Corrections are Institutional Transparency

Ehe New Pork Times
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Deconstruction

Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Teen rape trial shines unwelcome
spotlight on Ohio town, football team

Both boys have been identified by & judge in court, by defensa
attomeys and in newspapers and other media reports.

CNN is nat identifying the ginl, who also is a juvenile, in accordance
with its policy not 1o release the names of alleged rape victims,

Deconstruction
Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

12
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Deconstruction
Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Deconstruction
Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Nassau and
Suffolk are two
of New York’s 62

counties, but
account for 10%

of car thefts.

Obama Averages 41.5% Job
Approval in His 23rd Quarter

B T P

Deconstruction
Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-WhatWhenWhere-Why-How)

Deconstruction
Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-What:WhenWhere-Why-How)
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She's been found!
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An Bgyptian cobra at the Bronx Zoo that bad been i d:
discovered “alive and well” on Thursday inside a nonpublic area of the z00's
Reptile House, not far from where she disappaarad, said James J. Breheny,
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the zoo's director.
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Deconstruction
Step 7: Is the story fair or balanced? Which should it be? What about fair play and fair language?

Peer jury finds teen girls engage in
‘vicious' cyberbullying

Tl
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Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnhant man story
w Prognant man is expecting baby in July

WY COMBINID S EWS STRVICER
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Assess reliability by Evaluating Sources & Evidence
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And The Whole Point Is....

What can a news consumer
Do with this information

Is it actionable?

Case Study: The pregnant man story

Thomas Bratie, n married man who used to
be a woman, is pregnant with a haby girl
‘A trarngender i £37 be praznart because he has the xymn
T Mserieaecn awic o 1w SBC Gond

Seevs cliw Dok eockesay. v Twee s eeration Tave
e awgrarcy canr Len sosdel dod oo o A4S0
Condi Sap raor an bk pugr e con v e <k oo
v Take e loek Cbe that tek 4y oy el boaew frer)
haww oo v’

The Shrale oud § vl 23 1res the woey e Wi Eemaa y
dats

Do These Sources Help?
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Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The preghant man story

p————

- 4

. ataumn.
Does This Sonogram Help?

Deconstructing methodically
The v\(orkbqu method

How reliable?
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Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnant man story

Pregnant man' Thomas Beatie gives birth to

;
Do Baby Photos Help?

Texting.wmv
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Weigh sources and evidence

Deconstructing to judge reliability

Step1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-WhatWhenWhere-Why-How)

Step 7: Is the story fair or balanced? Which should it be? What about fair play and fair language?
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Deconstructing to judge reliability

Deconstruction
Step1: Summarize the main points, comparing headline to lead

Deconstruction
Step 2. Did the reporter open the freezer? Is the evidence direct or indirect?

Deconstruction
Step 3: Evaluate the sources, using IMVA/IN

Deconstruction
Step4: Does the reporter make his/her work transparent?

Deconstruction
Step 5: Does the reporter place the facts, the story, in context?

Deconstruction
Step 6: Are the key questions answered? (Who-WhatWhen-Where-Why-How)

Deconstruction
Step 7: Is the story fair or balanced? Which should it be? What about fair play and fair language?

And the Whole Point Is...
Is it actionable?

Can you reach a conclusion?
Can you take an action?

Can you make a judgment?

Should you re-post this information?
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Assignments:

1. Bring Deconstruction Workbook to
Recitation

2. Writing assignment: “Deconstructing the
Washington Post’s report on Walter Reed
Hospital”
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