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News Literacy — JRN 101B/103G

How do you know if you’re
getting reliable news?

What’s new? What’s new?
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What is News Literacy?

And why
does it matter?

Evaluated by independent experts

News Literacy students, compared to peers who did not take it:

1. Maintained a more diverse news diet

2. Demonstrated superior political knowledge, even a year later
3. Were more likely to register and to vote

4. Were more likely to spot flaws in news reports.

Their peers caught up...a year later.
Source:

Survey of 1,002 Stony Brook students by
Dr. Christopher Weber, Louisiana State University
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Why News Literacy matters

In the Information Age,

YOU

are in charge
of determining
what is reliable ...
and what is not.

Reviews by your peers

“This is a life skill that every citizen should have ... So
long as consumers of news remain passive and ignorant
in the face of the media, they will remain powerless.”

“...Teaches you the basic skills you need to be a news consumer,
which we all need to be citizens. | really learned a lot ”

“The information is all useful ...You learn real life skills.”

“... Learning what’s going on in the world, and how to fish out all
the crud being fed to us...”

Online Student Evaluation:
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Does News Literacy matter?

News Literacy is the ability =
to use critical thinking skills
to judge the reliability and
credibility of news reports,
whether they come via
print, television

or the Internet.

How do we know what’s reliable?

Reliable information Is
actionable

It allows news consumers to
make a decision, take action
or share responsibly with
others.




You have to decide...
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Should we start another pre-emptive war?

You have to decide
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You have to decide

Would this video stop you from getting a flu shot?

Why News Literacy matters
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It could save your life!



BLACKBOARD

Look for course-wide
announcements
and information

on the lecture page
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Classroom etiquette

_,_--\ = No phones
gsﬂf i No texting
I\ - No sleeping

Don't be late
Don't leave early

Violators will be asked to leave class

Your News Literacy recitation site on
Blackboard will look something like this . . .

¥ Look for notes from your
recitation instructor,
homework assignments
and discussion boards
on this site
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Safe Assig Blackboard problems?
Lyndais your savior
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http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/logging-in-to-lyndacom

Mark your calendars How to succeed in News Literacy
Test1

In your recitation e 8o,

Week of Oct. 6 T CNBC
Test 2 e %gg
In your recitation s

Week of Nov. 17 ‘

Final Exam
Dec.15at8 a.m.

Watch, listen, read -- every day.
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How to Succeed in News Literacy How to succeed in News Literacy

|
o “Eighty
) percent
ofisuccess
IS showing
up.”
S eSVEE WHO ARE THESE
PEOPLE?

How to succeed in News Literacy

Judge, Recommend, sem estervs
Appraise, Grade Tu i tion

Win One

Combine,
Revise, Design,
Write

Debate,
Differentiate, Sort,
Categorize

Modify, Build,
Report

Assignments and activities
prepare you to scale
Bloom’s Taxonomy, from
rote learning

to higher-order thinking




News Literacy — JRN 101B/103G

How do you know if you’re
getting reliable news?

Should there be limits
on freedom of the press?

Rop. Pravy King Punbeh Jourmalises for leaks

e IR0 CCTECXC]

NSA wddnils ‘mistaben’ amid cricism aber
Poll: NSA leak served public Interest, but prosecute
Snowden anyway

8 USA TOOWT S Mepwartr Comtw B e Smwrceey 1oy
S VA water 19000y S DTOWTIARE. Bt -t vt e e
e B L guvmreew’ 1f potceg Sec sew comewToatey
-

8/27/2014

What is news and who decides?
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How do you know what happened?
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Who decided bad news is hews? Is social mediareliable or hazardous?

Is social media reliable or hazardous’)

“Think twice”

A silent minute
to absorb
the material
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From one “Berg” to another 986 A.D: Viking explorers
discover North America

The revolution in communications in your lifetime

i -~

A monk spent months to produce a single book Gutenberg’s printing press changes the world

10



The first mass-produced book

The Gutenberg Bible

Books that changed the
world and challenged authority

1534 — Martin Luther and his Bible
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Within 50 years

From a few books to 10 million

Books that changed the
world and challenged authority

ol Y

1776 — Tom Paine’s revolutionany.
“Common Sense”

11
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Mark twain on the printing press

1815 — The Battle of New Orleans
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“It found truth astir on earthjand gave it wings;
but untruth was alsoiabroad, and it was supplied Almost 2,000 soldiers died 15 days
with a double pair of wings.” after the end of the war of 1812

The trade-off: Accuracy vs. Speed

== WESTERN - (=
UNION —
e )

Being there .virtually
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1838 — Samuel Morse sends first 1920 - First news broadcast of
public telegram in America presidential election results
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Being there ... hearing and seeing Being there ... hearing and seeing

1937 — The voyage of the Hindenburg

The Information Revolution 2.0

In 1969, while we were marveling over live TV from the moon...
the Intemet was bom: ARPANET

13
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The Information Revolution 2.0

: OI=1 [}
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Between the end of Bush'’s first term,
and the beginning of Obama’s first term,
Web 2.0 changed the rules.

1. Information overload

Challenges for consumers

INFORMATION
DUMPED ON THE
USER DALY

Challenge 1:

Information overload ® 54.000.7
Challenge 2: l U E

The blurring of the lines 443

he mes ——e

Challenge 3:
Overcoming our own bias

14



2. Blurring of the lines
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Who is a journalist? Who isn't? Does it matter?

So many fakes, so little time

Wangano Urges S1om Vicoms 1o Apply For State Home
Damage Repair Ak

Blurred lines and
the crisis of authenticity

3. Overcoming our own bias

Can you handle the truth?

8/27/2014
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3. Overcoming our own bias

16% of All Voters & 130% of
Republicans Continue to Believe
Obama Not Born in 1.8,

What is

coghitive
dissonance
)

COURSE OUTCOMES FOR TODAY

Can you ...

Define News Literacy and its importance.
Explain how two information revolutions
shaped history.

Put the current social media revolution in
context, comparing it to the mass-print
revolution.
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Are we blinded by our own bias?

Do you ek Barack Otevti woy defamitely Bon s the Uisted States. protabdy bom s e Unsed
States probalily boes 1 sesothes comtey, of definitely boen w amother contry”?

Muly 16-21,. 2010
Anl
Amenicany  Dewsocrws  Independours  Bepublicun

Defusely g o US 2% 4% it 3%
Probabdy tom i the U S 2P, 21% i 3%
Probably bom in sooder coumry 6% ™ "

Defintehy bhora i smorthes oy 1% Y »

No opumon 2 1%

CNN/ORC Poll
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Assignment: News Blackout
For 48 hours
No Facebook (or other social media)
No news...
No sports scores...
No weather...

...Even from friends or family
REPORT ON YOUR EXPERIENCE
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The Weekly Quick Quiz

Write your name and recitation instructor’s name
at the top of a piece of paper

1. Who invented pre-cast, moveable type that
made mass-printing possible?

2. In what year was the Internet born?

3. What comment or question do you have to
clarify today’s lesson or improve our work?

Hand in your Quick Quiz before you leave lecture
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