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What’s new?



What’s new?



Wh t i N Lit ?What is News Literacy?

A d hAnd why
does it matter?does it matter?



Why News Literacy mattersWhy News Literacy matters

I th I f ti AIn the Information Age,

YOUYOU
are in charge 

of determining g
what is reliable …
and what is not.



Reviews by your peersReviews by your peers
“This is a life skill that every citizen should have ... So 
long as consumers of news remain passive and ignorant 
in the face of the media, they will remain powerless.”

“…Teaches you the basic skills you need to be a news consumer,…Teaches you the basic skills you need to be a news consumer, 
which we all need to be citizens. I really learned a lot ”

“Th i f ti i ll f l Y l l lif kill ”“The information is all useful …You learn real life skills.”

“… Learning what’s going on in the world, and how to fish out all 
the crud being fed to us…”

SOURCE:
Comments Sections

Online Student Evaluations, S2012



News Literacy is the ability News Literacy is the ability 
to seto se critical thinking skillscritical thinking skillsto use to use critical thinking skills critical thinking skills 
to judge to judge the the reliability and reliability and j gj g yy
credibility credibility of news of news reportsreports, , 

h th th ih th th iwhether they come via whether they come via 
printprint, television, televisionprintprint, television , television 
or or the Internet.the Internet.



Does News Literacy matter?



How do we know what’s reliable?



Reliable information is Reliable information is 
actionableactionable

It allows news consumers toIt allows news consumers toIt allows news consumers to It allows news consumers to 
make a decision, take action make a decision, take action 

or share responsibly with or share responsibly with 
othersothersothers.others.



You have to decide…

Should we start another pre-emptive war?Should we start another pre emptive war?



You have to decide

Would this video stop you from getting a flu shot?



You have to decide



Why News Literacy matters

It ld lif !It could save your life!



Housekeeping  Housekeeping  Housekeeping, Housekeeping, 
announcements & notesannouncements & notes





BLACKBOARDBLACKBOARD

Look for course‐wide
announcements
and information

on the lecture page



Your News Literacy recitation site on y
Blackboard will look something like this . . .

Look for notes from your
recitation instructor, 

homework assignmentshomework  assignments 
and discussion boards

on this site





Blackboard problems?p
Lynda is your savior

http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/logging-in-to-lyndacomhttp://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/logging in to lyndacom



Test 1
In your recitation
Week of  Oct  6Week of  Oct. 6

Test 2 Test 2 
In your recitation
Week of  Nov  17

Final Exam

Week of  Nov. 17

Final Exam
Dec. 15 at 8 a.m.



How to succeed in News Literacy

Watch, listen, read -- every day.



How to succeed in News Literacy

“Ei ht“Ei ht“Eighty “Eighty 
percentpercentpercent percent 

of success of success 
i h ii h iis showing is showing 

up ”up ”up.up.
−  Woody Allen−  Woody Allen



How to succeed in News Literacy
Judge Recommend

Evaluation
Week 14
-
-
-
-

Judge, Recommend, 

Appraise, Grade

Synthesis
-
-
-
-

Combine, 
Revise, Design, 

Write

Analysis
-
-
-
-
-

Debate, 
Differentiate, Sort, 

Categorize

Application
-
-
-
-

Paraphrase

Modify, Build, 
Report

Comprehension Assignments and activities 
prepare you to scale 
Bloom’s Taxonomy from

-
-
-
-
- Identify, 

L b l N

Paraphrase, 
Diagram, 
Explain

Knowledge

Bloom s Taxonomy, from 
rote learning
to higher-order thinking 

-
-
-
Week 1

Label, Name
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What is news and who decides?



Should there be limits
on freedom of the press?on freedom of the press?



How do you know what happened?



Who decided bad news is news?



Is social media reliable or hazardous?



Is social media reliable or hazardous?



“Think twice”“Think twice”

A silent minute
to absorb 
the material



















“It found truth astir on earth and gave it wings; “It found truth astir on earth and gave it wings; 
but untruth was also abroad and it was suppliedbut untruth was also abroad and it was suppliedbut untruth was also abroad, and it was supplied but untruth was also abroad, and it was supplied 

with a double pair of wings.” with a double pair of wings.” 





The trade-off: Accuracy vs. SpeedThe trade off: Accuracy vs. Speed



Being there virtuallyBeing there…virtually









The Information Revolution 2 0The Information Revolution 2.0

Between the end of Bush’s first term, 
and the beginning of Obama’s first termand the beginning of Obamas first term, 

Web 2.0 changed the rules. 



Challenges for consumersChallenges for consumers

Challenge 1:Challenge 1: 
Information overload

Challenge 2:

Challenge 3: 
O i biOvercoming our own bias



1. Information overload



2. Blurring of  the lines

Who is a journalist? Who isn’t? Does it matter?







3. Overcoming our own bias

Can you handle the truth?



3. Overcoming our own bias



Are we blinded by our own bias?

CNN/ORC Poll



COURSE OUTCOMES FOR TODAY

CCan you … 
1. Define News Literacy and its 

importance.p
2. Explain how two information 

revolutions shaped historyrevolutions shaped history.
3. Put the current social media 

l ti i t t i it trevolution in context, comparing it to 
the mass-print revolution.



Assignment: News BlackoutAssignment: News BlackoutAssignment: News BlackoutAssignment: News Blackout
For 48 hoursFor 48 hoursFor 48 hoursFor 48 hours

No No FacebookFacebook (or other social media)(or other social media)

No sports scoresNo sports scores
No news…No news…

No sports scores…No sports scores…
No weather…No weather…

REPORT ON YOUR EXPERIENCEREPORT ON YOUR EXPERIENCE
…Even from friends or family…Even from friends or family
REPORT ON YOUR EXPERIENCEREPORT ON YOUR EXPERIENCE



The Weekly Quick Quiz
Write your name and recitation instructor’s name
at the top of a piece of paperp p p p

1. Who invented pre-cast, moveable type that 
made mass printing possible?made mass-printing possible?

2. In what year was the Internet born?

3. What comment or question do you have to 
clarify today’s lesson or improve our work?

Hand in your Quick Quiz before you leave lecture




