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f A fatal Staten Island 
Ferry crash in 
New York harbor 
leaves 10 dead and 
dozens injured after 
the pilot loses 
consciousness and 

c NBA star Kobe 
Bryant of the Los 
Angeles Lakers 
is charged with 
the sexual assault 
of a 1 9-year-old 
Colorado woman. 

Gary Tramontir 

t A federal appellate 
court orders the 
removal of a Ten 
Commandments 
monument from 
+he Alabama 

Jpreme Court 
~ilding, citing 

.,elation of the 
First Amendment. 

U.S. Forces capture deposed Iraq, ,,,, 6 0 Saddam Hussein in a "spider hole" at. 
farm outside his hometown of TII 

Trade Comm*lssian 
inDtiates the NaN.wal 
Do NotE;all Registry lo 
minimin: the mPnber 

calls 
cbnsumers race%re< The m o m y  shnws signs af recovery whm flw ! I)B. Jmes IndusW A r n e  &KIS 10.OOO  dint. 

The worst ires ig California hisi 
destroy more man 3 '^^ homes anu curlsurr~ 
750,000 acres of Ian 

Iraq when he makes I 

m tm 

+ The abduction af 

sex Pffglldtu ARam 



+ Michael Jackson 
is arrested on multiple 
counts of child abuse 
after an accusation 
from a 12-year-old boy. 

-)The Center fc 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 
declares obesity an 
American epidemic, 
with 64 percent 
of the population 
overweight. U.S. Army Pfc. Jessica Lynch, a POW of the 

war in Iraq, becomes a media sensation after 
her rescue by U.S. Forces is aired on the new- 

*&ion star Arnold 
khrnmgger 
r e p W  Gray Davls as 
povBmor of California 

t Americans rush to receive 

'n a highly publlcizer' 
recall election. 

On August 14, the largest North Amencan blackout occurs 
when three Ohlo line fa~lures leave more than 50 million 
people in eight states and Canada without power 

1' President Bush signs a ~ 
controversial bill calling for a 
$400 billion Medicare overhaul. 

t Scott Peterson stands trial on 
murder charges in the slaying 
of his pregnant wife, Laci, and 
their unborn son. 



.- 
* . .qvB;-z - + Amund the worldI 

<>A *pT-qL-2. 
''flash mobsu-- large 
groups of people 
recruited by 
anonymous afganizers 
via the Internet - 

to restore peace and deliver aid to Iraqi citizens, more 
soldiers are killed in the months after the war than during it. 

> In a dramatic six-& 
ordeal, rescue worker8 
save 44 M 46 hssian 

On December 26, a devastating earthquake measuring 
6.6 on the Richter scale strikes the Iranian city of Bam, 
killing more than 41,000 people. 



+ During #a summa 
af 2903, lourrisk 
prison Imnafes help 
tmle Southern 
California's wildfim 
for only $1 an hour 

9 At a St. Louis d6g 
sWt&rt Cain, a 
one-yea~old mutt, 
survives trannpuiliion 
afitl a trtp to the gas 1 
chamber and is then 
aflrrpttld by the animal 
shelter ownec 

-te world's tallsc. ,., --.-.- .. .,. , .. ...... -v..- 

ichors a: merwilai ent~lied "Reliesting Absence " flhich 
chosen to till Isle '&orlo Trade Center srt 

Comedian Robin Williams 
travels to Baghdad to 
lighten the spirits of U.S. 
troops as he kicks off a 
holiday tour of U.S. bases 
in the Middle East. 

C While aboard the International 
Space Station, Russian cosmonaut 
Yuri Malenchenko marries his 
American girlfriend by video link 
in the first "space wedding." 

Rap mogul P. Diddy runs the New York City t y o n  
F to raise over $2 million for the city's children's charitle: 
Ad and public schools. 

9 Iranian lawyer Shirin Ebadi 
wins the 2003 Nobel Peace 
Prize for human rights activism 
as she fights to improve the 
status of refugees, women 
and children in Iran. 

t Golfer Tom Watson donates 
his $1 million Charles Schwab 
Cup winnings to fund research 
for Lou Gehrig's disease, 
which has stricken his caddie, 
Bruce Edwards. 



In January 2004, the Mars exploration rover Spirit iar~us 
safely and NASA releases the first 3-0 images and the 
sharpest color photos ever taken,@M 

Ch~tose Suzuk~lAPMl~de World F 

"i 

i response to e-mail spar 
me Can-Spam Act require 7 e-mail marketers to clearly , label messages as ads and 
include an Internet-based 
opt-out feature. 

The Food and Drug Administration mandate 
disclose the amount of cholesterol-increasin 



+ Federal workers in 
Washington kill a h 
of 449 calves that 
include the offspring 
of a Holstein Infected 
with mad cow dlsease. 

Hurricane Isabel knocks out power to more 
than 3.5 million people as it wreaks havoc 
on the nation's eastern seaboard. 

I t In August, Mars' orbit brings 
it closer to Earth than it has 
been in 60,000 years. 

The strongest solar storms to hlt the €a 
In 11 years cause northern lights to app 

+ American scientists discover 
the deterioration of the 
atmosphere's ozone layer is 
slowing. The 1996 worldwide 
ban 0 n - c ~ ~  gases is credited 
for the improvement. 

t Keiko, star of the Free WI& 
movies, dies of pneumonia 
at the age of 27. 

Jonn Mel;onn~nnwwKle wono rnms 



I C Celebrities like FOX3 
"That '70s Show" 
star Ashton Kutch 
make the "trucker 
hat" a fashion 
must-have. 

5 The country goes 
low-carb diet 

1 crazy, with dieters 
demanding food 
products and me1 
items with fewer 
carbohydrates. 

: ropularlzea oy 
music stars like 
Busta Rhymes an1 
J.Lo, track suits ar 
seen everywhere. 

.4rnesac~n teenagers rake up knitling aod form 
kaining clubs at mavy schools across "9e country 



To improve tundt an 

b&%k+I%l V & h ,  

UieWDWrtment 1 
pfh$~we.issue , 
tpwmwullrtiwrr; 
for Amerian -%&@I I products, introduces mark- 

a new cosmetic line intended 
for teens to sell. 

+ In an effort to thwart 
counterfeiters, the U.S. 

I 
Treasury releases a colorful 
new $20 bill, with a 
background blend of blue, 
peach and green. 

t A new study reveals the Top 10 
most dangerous US. occupations. 
Lumberjack tops the list. 



9 Keira Knightley and 
Parminder Nagra 
get a kick out of 
breaking stereotypes 
on and off the soccer 
field in the British 
comedy Bend It 
Like Beckham. 

9 The two most 
anticipated sequels 
of the year, Matrix: 
Reloaded and 
Matrix: Rew/utions 
turn out to be major 
disappointments 
for fans and 
critics alike. 

+ Tobey Maguire 
rides high in the 
successful summer 
flick Seabiscuit, 
nominated for an 
Academy Award 
for Best Picture. 

=rod0 and company complete the~r eplc journey in 

winner of the Golden Globe for Best Plcture, Drama. 



J 

the year for teens, "The O.C." 

E ;:::s: 
a new nl 

ssica Simpson, W s  
"Newlyweds" with husband 
Nick Lachey, makes entertainment 
headlines for mistaking Chicken 
of the Sea tuna for chicken. 

T Famous for "Three's Company" 
and star of ABC's "Eight 
Simple Rules for Dating My 
Teenage Daughter," actor 
John Ritter dies suddenly from 
heart failure in September. 

-+ "Alias" star Jennifer Garner 
earns high viewer ratings for 
A8C TV and lights up the big 
screen in 13 Going on 30. 



The NBptand PhaW 
wiams;andm- 
nwh three G r m y  
minations as a 
productlon w. 
*mgetsmm 
fw c&tfor&w with 
Snaop Dog md Jay-Z. 

album Speakerbox& 

featuring the infectious 
single "Hey Ya!," 
wins the Grammy 
fbr Album of the Yea 

Coldplay claims the title of Spin magazine's Band of 

actress Gwyneth Paltrow. 



edar Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohi 
1 boasts the world's tallest, fastest roller coaster, 

're Top Thrill Dragster. 

t Hugh Jackman of 
United showcases his singing 
ability on Broadway in 
The Boy from OI. 

+On ( )w" host David 
Letterman, 56, announces the 
November birth of his first child, 
a baby boy. 

ng fantasy novel Efa00n: 
nce, author Christopher 

lini, 19, begins writing the 



dehydration, Lance 
Armstrong wins his 
fifth straight Tour 
de France by a mere 
62 seconds. 

f Behind the defensive 
brilliance of goalie 
Martin Brodeur, the 
New Jersey Devils 
win the 2003 NHL 
Stanley Cup by 
icing the Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks 3-0 
In game seven. 

ptinomenon 
LeBron James, 19, 
is oi~ked first in the 
2d03 NBA Draft 
by the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and 

a enjoys instant 
success as a pro. 

@ k + Led by MVP pitcher 
R Josh Beckett, the 

Florida Marlins beat the 
heavily favored New 
Yofk Yankees 2-0 in 
game six to win the 
100th World Series. 

+ In September, Kenya's 
Paul Tergat sets the 
world record in the 

running the 26.2-mile 
course in just 2 hours, 
4minutes, 55 seconds. 



leathilefylng tricks atul thrills bring the extreme sports 
craze to new heights at the January 2UO4 """ ""--- A X Games Vlll in Aspen, Calorado. 

I T Freddy Adu, 14, becomes the 
youngest American pro team 
athlete in over 100 years when 
he signs with D.C. United of 
Major League Soccer. 

I 
t League MVP Tim Duncan and 

David Robinson- in his final 
game-lead the San Antonio 
Spurs to the 2003 NBA title 
with a 4-2 series win over 
the New Jersey Nets. 
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After being abducted for nine months, Elizabeth Smart 
is rescued and returns home in March 2003. Her story 1 is made into a TV movie that airs later in the fall. I 
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