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Communist Party of Illincis

36 W. Rand1ph, Room 80
DEarborn 2-27L7

August 26, 1956

For | medi at e Rel ease:

A fred Wagenknecht, 75, veteran Madwestern Communist and Socialist leader, £

-

« died today at Michael Reese Hospital, following an oiaera’oion. He was born in

e, B e

Goerlitz, Germany, on August 15, 1881, and was brought to this country at the age .

w
%

of 18 months by his father s & German socialist,

He was an associate of Eugene V. Debs, "Big Blll“ Haywood, Elizabeth Gwley

£

- Flym, John Reed, Anita Whitney and other pioneers of thé American Socialist and

S s, ropete s sehod ke e bt o S o

Communist movements,
He entered the labor movement at the age of 17, becoming the youngest delegate; g
;Bver elected to the Cleveland, Ohio Trade and Jabor Council, 4%t 20, he was an
organizer for the Hotcl and Restaupant Worker?/ Union' in Seattle, Washington, At the
age of 21 he was elected State Organizer for ,fiohe E*Jashi‘r;gton State Socialist Pariys
Wagenknecht came to national prominen7e when, as a leader of the Ohio' Social~ L
ist Party, he was sentenced to jail for his/ opposition to U.S, entry into World War g‘ \
In 1918, Eugene V. Debs made his histo;/ic Canton, Ohio, speech outside the state |
i&rison, in protest against the imprisomment of Ex?ageri@echt and two other socialist - :

leaders, which led 0 Debs? subsequent trial and convict:.on for "sedition'y

in 1.919, which later merged with the C ist Party‘of the United States, From ‘ ‘

““that date he remained a prominent natipnal figure of that organization, L. o
o As the national secretary of the/ Workers Intcrnatlonal Relief, he played a.
leading role in supporting the most /dramatic labor s’gruggles of the 1920}3 = the E Lo ;
textile strikeg in Passaic, New Jofsey, and Ga.stonia; South Carolina, the Natiomal o ‘
~-Miners? strike, and others,

He was Chairman of the Cemmunist Party oé, I»x::,ssour:z. from 1938 ’oo 19]41, and

‘Chairman of the Communist Party of Illinois from l/hl to 1945,
He is survived by’his wife Caroline, a brother Erncst, of Cleveland, Ohio,

 Yhree daughters, dmong whom is Mrs. Helonm Winters, of Detroit, a Smith Act defendant,
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Goerlitz, Germany, on Augy( 15, 1881, and was brought to this country at the age
of 18 nonths by his fathér, a Gaman socialist.

He was an assogiate of Eugene V, Debs, "Big Bill" Haywood, Elizabeth Gurley

, Anita Whitney and other pioneers of the American Socialist and

Conmuni st, rovements

e entered the labor movement at the age of 17 » becoming the youngest. delegate

ever elected to the Cleveland, Ohio Trade and Zaib;o;— Council, At 20, he %as an

organizer for the Hotcl and Restaurant Workers Unﬁ,on in Seattle, Weshington, - A% the -
age‘ of 21 he was elected State Organizer for the %-Tashington State Socialist Party,
Wagenimecht came t0 national prominence Whe;?., as a leader of the Chio Social -
ist Party, he was sentenced to jail for his opposiition o U,S entry into World War
I, In 1918, Bugene V. Debs made his historic Oar;ton, Ohio, speech outside the state B
prisoni in protesﬁgaiﬁ/st/‘;e imprisomment of T.'-.Taige‘nlmecht" and two ot her socialist
—leaders, which I;d 40 Debst subsequent trial and convieti on for "sedition",

He becane the first chalrman of the Cornnumst Labo:c- Party, founded in Chicago

in 1919, wh:.ch later merged w:.th the Communist Party of the United States, From

g
e et

that date he remained a prom.ment natlonal flgz,re of that organizatiomn,

As the national secretary of the Workers Intcrnational Relief, he played a

‘ leading role in supporting the most dramatic la.bor struggles of the 1920%s ~the
textile strikes in Passaic, New Jersey, and Gaetoma, Sout h Carolina, the National
Minerst strike, and others,

He was Chairman of the Coxmnunis;o Paryy of Miis'souri from 3.938 to 1941, and
Chairman of the Communist Party of Illinois from 15L1 to 19L5.
He ‘is survived by his wife Caroline, a ‘broth;ar Ernest, of Cleveland, Ohioc,

/jzhree daughters, among'whom is Mrs, Helon ‘»:-fintersi, of Detroit, a Smith Act defendant,
and numerous grandchildren, é

Memorial services will be held Tuesday, A‘agﬁst 28th, 8:00 P.M, at Weinstein

Bros, Chapel, 3600 W, Roosevelt Road, le will be buried ‘.*,L\hzesday morning,
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died yesterday in MiChael
gggrsgﬁ&qspxtal following an

A statement from the Com-
munist party of Ilinois said
Wagenknecht was the firsj
chairman of the Communiét
Labor party which was found-

United State

- Germany, was chairman of the
| Comimunist party of Missouri
~from 1938 to 1941 and chair-
man of the Communist party

according to the statement.
Heleaves his widow, 'Caro-

brother.
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‘row in the chapel at 3606|:
Roosevelt rd.
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Memotial servi for Alfred
Wagenknecht, 75, one of the

foundets of the Communist par-
ty in the United States, will be

chapel at 3600 W. Roosevelt.
Mr. Wagenknecht died Sun-

-|dayjin Michael Reese hospital.

As a young man he was a
unfon organizer and later a
meémber of the Socialist party.

[Mr. Wagenknecht later be
came first national secretary of
the Ilinols Communist -Labor

F,barty.

That, group merged with

J|anther in 1923 to' become the

present Communist party.
* k% %

EUGENE V. Debs, the Social.
ist leader, was jailed in 1918 for
sedition when he protested the
imprisonment o Mr. Wagen-
knecht who had opposed Amer-

held it 8 pm. Tuesday in thet.
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icas entry into World War I.

In 1949 an undercover ¥BI
agentidentified him as telling
a2 Communist dass here that
"for the workers to take over
here, we’ll have te have a
revolution.”

He is survived by his widow
and three daughters including
Mrs. Helen Winters of Detroit
who was sentenced to four
years in prison in 1954 as a
%ommunia under the Smith

ct.
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»|1 At a Funeral "‘a',:%g;,ﬁl,ip
i.{  The several hundred persons
r { who gathered to pay their last ™
+ [respects to the late .Alfred
" | Wagenknecht, a friend and as-
sociate’ of Eugene V. Debs,
Bill Haywood, and other pio-
neers of American socialism,
were shocked to find that the
funeral services werg under
the surveillance of the
squad” of the Chicago Pelice| -
Department. X

Perhaps the police commis-
sioner can explain how the
 security of our country is en-
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“red
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i Sees'Red” Squad”
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hanced by such a callous dis-
regard for human feeling and
decency. The names of those
attending were no doubt en-
tered .in the. police files, io be
brought Zirth as “derogatory
information” in relation to fu-
ture applications for jobs,
passports, and the like.
This kind of *“security”
from “the cradle to the grave”
is something we can do with-
out, to enjoy genuine democ-
racy in this country of ours
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the Illinois Communist Labor|
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.

In 1945 an undercover ¥Bx
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revolution.
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Communist Leader, @m

Alfred Wagenknecht, vetga/ran Manchester, Tenn., while r¢-
Communist leader in the de— turning from a trip to Florida.
west, died after an operation Suwlvnlg are the widow,|
Sunday in Michael Reese;Hos— Ruth; a daughter, Mrs. Marlenet .
pital. / Pedersen; his mother, Mrs,; )

Mr. Wagenknecht, who was|Mabel Wursch, and a brother,’

75, was a-native of Germany Mélvin.

His father, a Socialist jin that
country, brought his son, then|Harold H, Hughes
18 months old, to the United| gervices for Harold : .

States. Hughes, 56, captain of Squs, ,

Mr. Wagenknecht was an as-|of the Fire Insurance Pr - . -
-sociate of Eugene V. .Debs, Big|will be held at 2 p.m. Tv
Bill Haywood and other pio-lin the chapel at 3440
neers Of radical poh;xcal move- traj Burial will be in ¢
“ ments. emetery. . : 7

He entered the Iabor move-| Mr. Hughes, of ~
ment at 17, becoming a union|Major, died Saturda’
organizer and later a member|rection Hospital.
of the Socialist Party. He had been emy

He -gained na;txonal promi-{ private patrol firm' .
nence when, as * [eader of thejwasa.member of -
Ohio Socidist $aty, he was/man's Post N¢
jaled’ for appgsition to U.S.{American Legic
“eniry into Wond 'War 1. Survivingis;

In 1918 Del;’s made a speech ]

,a Canton, Ohio, in protest (A rer
against the jailing of Mr. Wag- . o s
enknecht w1,h two other So- ) A -

A e o owm .ﬂl‘:-:1 .

~

PR SN

. Mr. Wzpenknecht became tho| athl . . ' Lo
Y first chafrman of the Commu-| % . N
nist Labor Party founded in Chi-{ Tk
-¢ago in 1919, 3

» Suyviving are the widow, a} &
brother and three daughters, in-{ &
clading Mrs. Helen Winters of | &

etroit, who was convicted inj g
1954 under the Smith Act as| &
being a Communist. She was
sentenced to four years.
Memorial services will be
held at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the
chapel at 3600 W. Roosevelt.|
Burial will be on Wednesday.

Yo
= B~ Charles S. Wursch_ . _ L
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Communist Leader,

Alfred Wagenknecht, veteran| Manchester, Tenn

~ Communist leader in the Mid-

west, died after an operation
Sunday in Michael Reese Hos-
pital,

Mr. Wagenknecht, who was!
75, was a native of Germany.:
His father, a Socidist in that
country, brought his-son, then
18 months old, to the United.
States.

Mr. Wagenknecht was an as-
sociate of Eugene V. Debs, Big,
Bill Haywood and other pio-

. _neers of radical political move-'

ments.
He entered the labor move-

ment at 17, becoming a unionj.
organizer and later a member|-

of the Socialist Party.

He gained national promi-|:

nence when, as a leader-of the

Ohio Socialist Party, he was|:
jailed for opposition to US|.

entry into World War 1.

In 1918 Debs made a speech|’
in protestfi

at Canton, Ohio,
against the jailing of Mr. Wag-
enknecht with two other So-
cialist leaders. That led to Debs
subsequent conV|ct|on for sedi-
tion.

Mr. Wagenknecht becamethe| |

first chairman af the Commu-
nist Labor Party founded in Chi-!

cago in 1919, ¢

Surviving are the widow, ‘&,
brother and three daughters, in-*
cluding Mrs. Helen Winters of'
Detroit, who was convicted in’
1954 under the Smith Act as
being a Communist. She was:
sentenced to four years. i

Memorial services will bej

held at 8 p.m. Tuesday in thej
chapel at 360G W. Roosevelt.l

Rurial will be on Wednesday.;

"E{r. Charles S. Wursch  }
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MAINSTREAM February 18, 1957

832 Broadway e S

New Yol‘k 3, N Y. PRSI B
Dear Helen Winter:

| *d hgve written you sooner, except that the manuseript you sent for us was
delivered rather indirectly and we were not quite certain what we were inteded
to do with it. Ve dig, however, /read it very carefully and with great intereste
The myterial is SO full of promige, and anyone like nyself reading it must be
tantalized with regred not to hgve mat your father sznd drawn out of him the
thousands of stories that lie ied i N hi s manuscript.

But just there is the proble As it mowv stands, the nanuscript is really

the outline for an gutobiogréphy: the anecdotes are not sufficiently drematized.

and even the political matefial needs more "flesh! on ite ZFranldy, Milton

and I were unable to come Axp with any suggestions toward the solution Of this
problem. | know that ygd will find it difficult to accept this, but | .think -
we could convi nce yo:;./ié‘ we sat down together and went over the manuscript in
detail. You would £ind that the stories as told here are not as vivid as when thg:y
were told to you your father, Uafortunately, ,NOone can make them that vivid
againe

There iS, hoWwever, one thing | want to suggest. If you, &1l of you, children and
friends, €ould work with a competent reporter and writer, the record of your re-
‘collections of your father could be made into a splendid book, into which much of
terial i N this menuscript coul d be incorporateds This would, of course,
volve mzny interviews, note taking, etec., but there's no question in my mind
that something unforgettable could come out o" it. Please think. of this as a
possibility. | would say that a good mode for such a book is Phil Bonosky's an
Bill cKis, and the early parts of Agnes Smedley's work on Chu Tsh, Tho Great
Rong, Ihemain thing istofind the writers I'm sorry not to have any contacts .
inDetroit, but perhaps you know of someone who would 1ike to work with youe

This letter gore or' |l ess repeats whet | told Morris Childs just before he left
New Yorke | was sorry to miss you, and hops we can meet some time. Milton sends you
his very best.
o
Vérny,
Charles Humboldt:

{
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He Got His Strength |
From the People

He saw some of his

dreams)  fulfilled
ideas ; B
ideals

3.
3w
3 &
1
i
1

His life was devotad to
the struggls for a better work

Lived unselfishly for ?
the good of mankind .

..His merory i a
moumat for a better world

P e T
B

His life made'possible L
a better worl -

Hislife ideal. S

- - = A Better World !
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states where labor is strong.

Republican leaders
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- 1928 he headed the relief work
in the historic Passaic™ textile
strike, In 1927 and 1928 he per-

Auto-Lite Seeks 30%
Wage Cut, Threaiens

‘Civil Rights declaration than the!

against  Cobo. virtually  single-

handed some vears ago and scared

is worthy of some kind of peoples
confab. .

© HISTORIAL XNOTE

1 Civil Rights plank of the Republi- : : . ) S .
L W County Erhonir - Tty cloped o s s b 0y s buge vole il e d UAW it councd
N Labor Committee elected as its|convention, ed out for some “favorite” sEn; ‘supervision of General M
i president, Vincent Murry, an em-| It js quite certain that the Re- Lincoln has made some telling .
ploye of the Dodge truck plant|publicans will campaign on the hits recently. He has a question to TRUCE TEAMS fro
} planning department aud a mem-ibasis of Eisenhower's popularity Cobo: \Vhy'doeqxl’t Coho_Lft his| ing State Senator Cora
} ber of UAW Local 889. Elected asirather than on the national plat- ' y1~ flooded basesment al, . :
: vice-president was Walter Warren, | form, particularly ., stressing ~ the| > g from bis flooded basement| make peace and get her s
¢ Negro member of Loeal 306. »oint made by -Sai? Case that the| 04 tell the taxpayers why he stall-) "qpo boled 24,000 votes in
X : . pom y oen. Lase that the o9 oy spending eight and a half 3
ACCO“}“’&’, to re]'xable _sources, | “Democratic Party is split into two willions okayed by the Council for Gov. Wilkiams came out «
= the real “brain” behind this opera-|teams, with the southern conserva- new sewers? Cobo.naver. answesel—itv.. He_is gojne la need. !
4 tion is one Al Bellaire, member.of | tives on {op” precluding any prog- Everytime a good sized rainfall] peace with someone and |
é ’ackard Local 190, and Al Shout, lress for labor and the Negro peo-ijuh Detroit the backwash of pro- .o :
reported to be the party’s cam-!ple in particular, tests from flooded basement wad- PLUMBERS say thal
b j rs keeps the City Hall switchboard| ynit into any bathroom it
t iﬂ n W’E"F"“ﬁﬁ'g ' t%:ie hos;gxtal. Ii?d];\ad b;il:‘ :é)terat- it up like a Xmas tree. i ;
o . Ij gg@-%a sAkESL L € T‘L‘; i(‘mrn?e diil‘tee amlil v susviv- | Liberal Democrats for some un- TRENDS in relief
ed from i \ired Wagenknecht, in. |CxPlained reason have been sittingl .. soine for velief sre Ney
L {Centinued from Page 16) ing A hr_e ayag d coworker |on an egg, City Hall politicians, “F¥™
Pacific labor conference in the Eﬁ*gﬁ; the I‘;‘;’:te Sé‘:emfcg:cga e? hope will never hatch., That’s to SEPT. 7.3 deadli
: . 2 S, | iti v PT. 7.% deadline
J.?‘ early 1920s Wag met with Sun | ) (50 three daughters, Helen, zsxtr?fetng r:l: :x?th?: thr;;egefo;;hcolzg tg? road worker will be count
. Yat Sen and other Asian leaders | \fargaret.Gene (named after Eu- electing council members from city-; one half cents, workers -
% on_worldwide labor problems | gene V. Debs) and Gertrude. | .7 > 0 s, This would be done|- for. all crafts. Thousands
'y ?sm} the fight against imperial- gggrd?;:ggigs R‘gﬁ‘e‘ssg?:fasfgi by setting up 14 wards in Detroit - -
m. s, r, S B L L.
During the 20s Wag was one | grandchildren and five | great 2“&;;?’“?05 agg{%ﬁgﬂ run only in L DSR “!:“0“:15% ’fﬁ’l‘g w
one of the founders of the Daily | grandchildren also moumned Thi ' ind by illi; the Tabor. first _ﬁt:me they didn’t av
Worker and for a period of time | Wag's death. N nat ??)e “1 0w 1 e ‘ed% or, get the raise: .
;  served as the business manager |—me—m-tiom NNegro, hneral peoples candidatesy - Ty
. of this newspaper. In 1925 and SINCE last April $3

Ceneral Motors bu}&c for |

~ Foi Vs - . -
LAUTICE, Aok pPresiotnl, =

To Use Strikebrealers|t i!

endersing Mayor Cobo. o
TOLEDO. — The Electric Auto-|

ormed the same herculean task
or the striking mine workers and

WE SEE Henry Fore

e Gastonia, N, C., textile work- |Lite Company here has imposed| §sn E}@gf*m ™ P RE about the “great” year th

: <. , - PReH Lamiad Y1 BRIRE , 2 ol hitine

ers. ‘ wage cuts up to 30 percent on Efaﬁ\ax{a‘éﬂ &z LB GM who is still biting 1
* .

workers and has forced a strike
vote in one of the most flagrant ex-| £}
amples of attempted union busting! §
ssen here.

o T an ad.in one of the local
newspapers, “Auto-Lite” threatens
workers that if they don’t come to
work they will be “replaced” by

year about the 56s, this ¥
comment. The Business W.
the future are loose in D¢
to be launched along wi

IN THE early 30s. Wag be-
came the first national chairman
of the Unemployment Coundils,
For a period of time he served
. also sexrved as the state chair-
man of the Ohio Communist
Party. Twenty years ago he be-

e
e

LOS. ANGELES.
mass air lifting of American Olvm-
pic Games athlttes-to Australia avill
'begii Nov. 4 via Pan-American
World Airways an airline ‘spokes-

QUOTE of the week,
est ebb,” Automotive Ne.}y\
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came the head of the Commu-
nist Party in Missouri, Arkansas

. and Kansas district and in 1439

came to Chicago where he has
lived ever since:
In Xilinois he has vervel

Party, has been the cau 5
the Communiyt Parly for wmny

. public alilces, indluding that of

Governor of the shile, and has

- befm oune of the jeaders of the
Hlinois Cormunist Party.

(P32

During recent years Wazx hag

devoted his main’ efforts 1 Lii-
nois towards the advangericat of
the soefalist work smong the i
tional group. .

WAG died on.Aug. 96, 196,

11 days after his 75th birthduy,
t at Michael'Ré@se;:}{d@;}iwi “in

Chicago, 10 days' alter chitering

laid off employees or new hires.

when a member Was discharged.

/

Particulars Sought
in Attack on

Freedom of Press

DETROIT. ~ An appeal for a
bill of poce 0

[
oDy

$he o

Picard’s courtroom,
~torneys for the news-

d wl directors. . The liberal
wewspapér and its board of direc-
tors face a frameup count, part of
the cold war husteria. The gov-

ils vagee snd Lactastic charges
: " S iar they have
speed e doing sou

am e mamedt

Unionists had walked off the job

- will be sought
+inment in Federal

«ul American and its

eramrent i hew £ oasked to spell]”

wpices? -Chiengh iCounct) wf tnurietm-Buvied

man said todar. . )
Seven aircrdft, including three

380 athletes and 48 officials, train-
day trip from the West Coast to

from Los Angeles. X

The "Olympic Games will open
Nov. 22 and close Dec. 8. Sched-
ules for the return flights of the,
atheletes have not yet been an-
nounced.
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T e P CHICAGO .

“STALIN and After,”” Anna Louise
Strong, Saturday. Sept. 22, 8:13 nm.,, sl
-3, 32° W, Randolph, Adimssion §1, Alis«

new Douglas Ssper 7 Clippers, will|
be used by the airline to ferry-thel.

ers, doctors and nurses on the four-|

Melbourne. All flights will leave|,

Friendship,

NURIETTIL ™)
3 O»tv.i_i

PROTEST L
AT EUNERS

avloLng

 CHICAGO. ~ Caroline
enknecht, widow of Alfred
enknecht filed a sharp 4
with the Mayor of the €
Chicago and with the
Commissioner against
decent role played by Ch
infamous “red squad”
funeral of her hushand, °

In a letter sent to tha .
can Civil Liberties Union,
them to join.in the protes
Wagenknecht said, “Park
rectly. in front of the dc¢

" the funeral chapel) memt

the Chicaga red squad’. w
o Officially: kupwayag the, $¢
Tl owere busy, brying.
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L‘he nation-wide novenent for the 8-Hour day struck deep rocts.

HAYMARKET

1

" The slogan was timely and the laboring masses,gave it concrete consldera-

“ tion, rallied arount it, debtating its benpgfibts, idealizing it in discussirc?n.
In Chicago, the radical city; 50,000/ workers were on strike, McCormick
Reaver, Pullman Palace Car, Br;unswick Bi lardj, Packinghouse, lumber and
b-tizers. Police were being nrepared for/riot fduty. There.wereﬁ romors of,ﬁi’
;‘eder al troons being brought in. The %nployérs' daily oress st?essed the
'j'riot motive. The Chicago Tribune clai,i{ned that trade unions were dominated
by Communists and should be dealt wi H‘ll as consoirators.

A collision sf workers agai nst scabs occured at McCormicks. Police .

Result ~
" were called./ Bix workers dead. Tn;an came May 4, 1886. The mrevious days

F

had beex quiet, without |nC|dent /A mass meeting had bvea called for Hay~

e

marie t Square. The orcranizers of fthe meetlng exvected an attendance Gf

".several tens of thousands. An auflience of 3,000 assemblea. Mayor Parrison
‘came to the meeting, conferred with Police Inspector Bonfield, concluded =
"-everything was under Control. The meeting continued. The audi ence grew

eft, including reportergdeinkerton agents,

'smaller. When about 200 wére

and the neeting was about to /adjourn, about 186 police, in military forma-

£y

ke

7_2
-4
d

~“ tion marched into the audighce. Then a bomb exploded.
Police Insn»ector Bo field; so ha repor’bed later, gave orders to the

- police to cease firing. This was proof that the police were shooting up

the neeting, and ix the hysteria and bedlamf were probably al so shooting
each ot her. was renorted that there was one killed and about 75 wounded,
sqmywl’ly. How many worker casualties there were never became known.

Then came the round up. Police stations buldged with prisoners.

Thirty-one were indicted and eight »laced ontrial. X

AT AT YR AV \." g @ YR WY xﬁz 5 “'\"E r'!'c_jl—_\r- -, )m A T ER Tl TV gt
FEARLERBAXEBL AN BELE RS KM%J%M@ KRAK 9
AYAKRBRAERDEBAZRABHXAKAXARIENIRX | n the lexicon of the ruling class the

.- exploited class is always gullty, so lhe Chicago Tribune found them sullty
§ e i
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L Haymarket
vefore the trial, a practice they have retained to this day. It stated:
. "Public justice demands that the Buropean assissins, 3qles, 3chwab,

“Fielden, shall be held and hanged for murder, that Parsons who disagrees;

"who disagrees with this country, but neverthfaless was born in it, shall

be sei,ed, tried and hanged for murder. ® |
Editor Melville E. Stone of the Daily News took credit for the word—ﬂ
ing of the charge brought in by the coroners+jury. "Mathias J. Degan came
to his death from a bomb thrown by a verson unknown, but acting in con-
spiracy with Spies, Fielden, Parsons and others unknovm.“ This charge .

was then refin& into legal terminology. JudoezGary, “the trial judge,

admitted this would be 'new law.!

No shred of evidence was had that the accused had personally any'gaﬁ;?

ctiOn with the bomb, or the person who thfeW‘it. Yet Judge Gary hﬁld

that as a result of the de:endents "advice™ éombody did throv a bomb. No

Droaf was had during the trial that the p» rson who threw the bomb had gmy

connection with, or was influenced by th aocused. :.l*}vmsi
7 Albert Parsons, August Spies eor%e Encel and Adolph Fischer were
?hanved by the neck until dead. They welre executed not because thay Were

/

gmurderers, but~P§c§use d‘lthelr oelief beqause of wna% Fhey thought, Y
spoke, Wrotéiha;ﬂ;t\fs\éﬁéélf;rgoﬂs S?ia‘befégé éégdied | :l;“;ﬁiﬁéggég
Governor Altgeld pardoned Fieldgn, Schwab and Neeber. The vieiouﬁf -
:attacks a*ainst him reached a high néint when he was campaign for Villiam |

, Jennings Bryan in 1896. Harpers Wepkly Sald he was “an ambitious and un- _

¥

‘scrupulous Illinois Communist who 7ad beocme the leader of all :the dis«bv““}

turbing forces in the country." ryan was ﬁut a puppet on the blood- -
L

e
£

. embraced hands of Altgeld. According to fhe “NWew York Tribune, Theodore

‘Roosevelt =zaid he Ywould connive at Wﬁblesale murder, Would substitute the

5governments of Washington and Lincoln for a red welter of lawlgagness 8s
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Haymarket o

, . : - / -
vicious as the Paris Commune.” The Chicago ?ribuné called him viper

Altgeld and the slimlest demovogue of all.
William McKinley was the Republican Party candidate agai nst Bryan.

gwwaa running on the promise of a "full din@er vail." The capltalists :

iwere threatening the workers with a shutdownéof industry énd mass uneﬁ-ff
ployment if they failed to vote Republican. %Torchlight parades were or-""
ﬁganized. Workers from the shops were sh ved‘into these parade% while on
’heir way home while still carrying theilr dinner buckets. \ -

. The working class faced a veritable tornado of hate, terror, murdar,‘
ile charges, foul attacks in the,oerijé preceeding the Haymarket movement.

Charges of conspiracy'uame in rapld siccessibn following the conviction of

ithe leaders, as fof instance charges #gainst: striking shoemakers for ..
assembling to raise thelr wages. /&

/
The strlkes and struggles of worxers Nere met by the employers with .

rieiousness and disgegard for life énd human needs. I remember in my

hildhood days I had watched the Igalian gewer digaers eating their noon

day meal. Back breaking. Work it was, shoveIIing “ten to twelve hours a

day. At mid-day they would set opr the wet soil, oven their buckets and

devour & half load of bread and Fn onion. Iﬁ the Polish neighborhood

" north of us, beds never got cold. The day sﬁift went off to werk and'the

.night shift returning tumbled Lfheilr weary bodies into the beds the day

*.ghift left vacant. Workers did have grievances - & basic urge to just live.

' In 1873 there occured Mhat was called "a business slump.” In Chicago

;and other cities police wet incoming trains to force the unemployed to !

travel on. During thi¥é neriod a €hicago papér reocorted that hundreds of
‘well=-born, well-bpéd, well-informed men were%Walking the .streets without
-a cent, without’ knoving where to eatr og sleep. And what sbout the thousénds-

.not so weXl-born or well-bred? >
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The Chicago Tribune had a remedy. “"The lsimplest.plan...is to put

alittle strychnine or arsenic in the meat and other supnlies furnished

the tramp. This produces death within a comparatively short time, isa

w;:f-'w,s:'arn:'mg to other tramm to keep out of the neighborhood, puts the

P T Tt

coroner in good humor, and saves one's chickens and other portable property
. from constant depredation. "

Chicaéo,was reported to be the most radical city in the United States, .- J
‘The strikes of railroad warkers, and numerous other strikes for living | '
vfgges was taking place, Te city was in paniec. Employers and other |ead-,

f'/i';hg citizens fled town. Regiments of federal troows marched. into the city.

R neteen strikers'were killed. The strikers were def eat ed. They were
fgrced back at lower wages.  Marshall ¥ield organized a 6itizens Committee R
fight Communists. The Chigago Tribune engaged.in spyi/ and nrov0cation.

mt:loyers snd busi nessmen demended 5,000 Militiamen toO stop "the ragged,

rormune Wretches." Pinkerton Detective Aszency profited immensely by Iabvf .
spying and strike breaking. ¢ity police began training as soldiers. )
-’."‘A/meeting of furniture workers met with their employers at Turner : ’
ﬁéil to discuss wages. Police Invaded the hall. They held a club in one,:f;“' |

drand and a revolver in the other. They begt the workers as theytri ed £0 -

scape down the stairway.d Citizen 'l.ssoci/fation oresented a gatling gun to:"

‘ha city. / K
- Such were the conditions in the country while the struggles for the

hour a day movement swept the country./The tremendous growth of trade

‘liniénism X*xxdt marked the birth of the
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