OAKLEY C, JOHNSON
140 W. 104th 8t.,Apt, 15-D
New York,N, Y, 10025
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Accldentally, as in countless births before my time, I saw dayligbt in" ‘/

Goerlitz, Germany, in 1881\

I saw daylight without recognition. And not knw ing what was hapmenw
~ Ing around me and to me,xz was brought to the Uhited States at the age E jﬁ
vof qne.and & half years:\\ : -
x/ﬁy father was & shoemaker and cobbler:\hﬁis meanderkngs as an apn'@ntiée,i
i-fram town to town learning his trade under numerous melsters had ended.’ NM :
f'He married, settled down in his own little shop, and did not do at all well.

o support a famlly became a problem and the lure of dolng better in

;- the U-S-A:j\figminduceﬁent which wad causing millions to migrate from J
; E&rope to America, became an influence in his day-to-day struggle. = »
With this went a bésic political reason. Bismark and the Kalser did,i{
not agree with his politicg% point of view.g/kn 8 small-towh'where Sopial;;
ist comrades were few, forceé to salﬁte and‘assame the attitude of a.msnigl
towards the military and anyone who wore the slightest resemblance to e

;military‘uniform, even 1f it was but a braid-decorated cap, he felt hime -

| self surrounded by Bismark's agents, mentally hemmed in. |
To halt the growth of the Social Democrats, faced with a wave of strikas,\
. to behead the formatian of trade unions, Bismark, the blood and iron chan -
- cellor, incessantly demanded anti-labor législation. His opportunity came -
- .-in 1878, in which year two attemvts were made to assinate the Kalser. 7i:a
 Bismark liquidated the Reichstag, New elections were ‘held. . Pollce thiono
was initlated against the workers The new Reichstag passed the exeen-f{_
" tional laws aaainst labor and the Socialists that Bismark. demanded. -
The press of the legbor movement was closed down. Leaders were sent to
wrison and exlled. Organizations were outlawed. Sples hed. their day.g .‘”
" Bebel and Iiebknecht were accused of hégh treason, — santegge two'yaars.
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. Cleveland, Ohiog the south sifle, at Jeffereon Avenue and Herschel Street.

Fatheq, mother, son‘;n arms

NELTNN \4‘_’;‘ S \\AV\ o>

nd me, age l§ yearg. Maybe he was spotted
oo, it ,, :zjv‘u“‘"“’ f“! Yoot AR :,m“-v‘\,’“*r'bz 2k .fu Jfl’«iy%"zqu%}‘ .

do know he was the kind of man who would

o

cw g b

and fled., T do not know.
not keep his mouth shut. : V
g’; It is here where meméry. begins, with the recognition of the smelléné

taste of leather. /f oor Polks populated the neighborhood, so very poer’.

Irish and Polish Catholics, and German Lutherans, many children, and father& ‘
- earning a ?/ge of from 90 cents a day for unskilled labor to $1.75 a day
‘for skilled. V

O one corner a grocery store where wefxnxx would 1lift notatoes and

Aake them a mile to the woods %o bake., oe”%he opposite corner a saloon;'J
with beer at a nickle a glass and a glekszas big as youf hesad.. Familiee dg'
l bought 1t by the can, broke in an egg, added 2 1ittle sugar and stirred,ww
"a 1ift after a hard days! work of ten, eleven, yes twelwe hours, apﬁ a -
%eluxury. On this corner the teen-age boys gathered to discuss their |
;adolescent problems and spark thelr campelgns against my father. f

e R
There was a candy atore, the window of which attracted us like & magnet,

gl .

‘and where rather hysterical discussions would take place as to what wa -

' Would buy with our next penny. And the barber shop, shave five eenta{;g&’

haircut 10 cents.. . 7 : K o

In this block my fathegmfented a storeafront, living rooms in the ;ea§;
} next to a varlety store owned by the only Jewlsh family in the peighhorgaad
ﬁ; My father was a good shoe maker and cobbler. Tailors, cebinet makera,*%
N bakers, gunsmiths (machinists) and others who learned their trade in the |
"old country" were good at it. Father knew how to select a side'of leg?@er.
YNo ready cut soles and heels 1n those days. Buying leather meant buying”
a whole tanned hide. He would cutﬁgoles;with,a trained eye, eoﬂthgf‘A

they would equal each other in thickness ‘and texture, avoiding flaws, ..
__soak them in water and then pound them on en iron on his knees to solidify
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- the leather's cells until they were toﬁgh.

In a nelghborhood peopled with noog folks the shoe s bpuught in for re-
palr were umually in poor shave, wor funtil the s0les were nearlvtnon~
existant. These were days when paved streets were not yet generally in
fashion and a planked a brick sideyalk in front of a home was a sign GE
affluence. In rains and winter thgws with soles worn through, the shoe
became a suction pump, and with diét 1nside:and outside, cobbling was &

dirty job. o e

- No gentlemen's baots, or ladies fine shoes ever reached him for repairs
1He did turn out tough, wearing Wérk shoes for the rallroaders on the '(' :
Nickle Plate. With cinder roadbeds and continuous walking due to hand

&dupling, rallroaders shoes had to be bullt to wear. He hand-made them at
$4.50 & pair. ‘

&

- g
&

He was a free thinker, which meant, as I remember, being a mixture of aﬂ
agnostic and infidel. He /brought his understanding of heaven and hell al&ng
He would give his opinion on the after-llfg_to any-

one who would give an opening in the course of any conversation.

§
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In the early 1500's great resentment devéloped against the Catholk

Ahierarchy. The Pope, rapacious for money and even more riches,'sant his’
.. trafficers into Germany with their array of indulgences. F‘?{giveness of Bi
ﬂlreligious relics and insigniajy even church d‘fices could be bought at a

;price and comnuliigp/to buy was usual. The, peasants, under feudal class
- rule, oppressed and exnloited as land slaves, the plebians, the feudal
;orinces and the developing merchant class raised opposition to thes&,saleSw
‘men of rellgion. The peasants hatred stammed from the additional soeial

stress and exploitation they were subject to. The rich wanted all thair \

iprofits in their own coffers and not exva‘tad to Rome. y;f

Martin Luther, in 1517 posted a dec1aration on the church door in Qj'A

kWittenberg, protesting =mky against the Pope's indulgence business: @ha refa,

mation was on.

L4

It was in this period of the birth o cabltalism, at first as a ;@‘

ok et

*mﬁrcbanvEAass, that free thinking develoned; - Judgement was that Duthar
may be some better then the Pope but both were no goad for the 990p16.‘“T
;Germany was torn, in turmoil based on conflicting interests, devastated 4
?by wars and the o nly unity apperent was that the explolters in combinatien;
;with-the religious interests, were all stomping on the necks of thaApoer s
‘folks and slaughtering them in thelr internecine wars. . ; Yi
‘5 Luther, after encouraging the rebellious modl of the peoala'burnad his
aback upon them and Xmwax gave his support to the princes who used the,{f'fm
Reformation to .increase theilr possessions. VWhen the p asant revolts aafﬁv{
curred in which hundreds of thousands of peésants and -pleblans saérific;d
* their lives, he advocatedtthat they should be knocked to pleces, strangle&
 fand stebbed, by everybody who can do it, just as one must kill a mad deg.‘

And if thou diest, thou art blessed".
&

B
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/so had a taste for blood. Said he,

0-5—

In this gory situation Luther s

"Why ¢0 we not seize, with arms in hand, a11~~tﬁ03“e‘“m evil teachers of

‘p,erdition, those nopes, bishops, ¢ardinals, gnd the entire crew of Romen

=Sodom?  Why do we not-wash our Hands in their blood?"

Princes, Kaisers, Emperors,

.

evine right ;to rule.
 Their rule pemperized the yorulatlon. L
Devine right lost its megning. R

Devine right: God-glven right to rukb . i h
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These were days of the vengeful God =~ heaven and a harp, or burn fcrever;
in hell wbre the two cholices. Lightening and thunder constituted a warning
to the sinners from an angry God and children and grown folks would hide in;i
dark corners or underneath the bed to avoid God's wrath. A clap of thnﬁier

;;was God's voice, warning all those who falled. to go to church, who forgot é;N

Father was aggressive and in command of logic. He 414 not bother muth

“.with a tactical apwoach. His interest was 1n\1aying his adversary low With

‘fwellwaimed blows at superstitions conceptions, at every pronouncement that

/

H . o e

was contrary fo his materialistic viewpoint. ' i ' ';‘

Did you ever see an angel, or the devil, he would ask? Do angels r;daf'

ihe pure white clouds playing their harps, as‘religious plctures portréyed?
Must be millions of them up*there, he would say, and then would drift a Iiﬁtlej
to~the vulgar and add that in ‘all his 11fe he had never seen any of their

drOpéings in the street or on the roofs. Angels are soulfi, they do not eat?
Do they breath, do they see, do they hear, and the harps? . I hear no music.

‘Are the harps also soulg, and do good haﬂps die here below and go to heavan?

And if angels are the souls of those who/died below while on their god be-y
. haviour, then it is the souls of sinners who are comdemned to hell to burn

/ .
everlastingly. But there is nothing cbmbustible about a soul, it cannot

:burn, and the good God would never bu%p any of Hs children forever, waul&

néver burn them at all, would never a}low them to become sinners.

"This is how it would go, with nlenty;of variations. .
' "Not that he failed to hold forth pn the toplec of the poor versus the rich,
* In the strugzle to provide for his amily, dn the donditicns of the wa*king~
class familigs around him, how.to get butter for the bread, or how ta get

RO T—

bread at all, was a problem.. * He was one of the"old country” free thinkers
: ' )

:~ﬁho probably thought that religign and’ capitalism had: to be fought against
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they would have to throw their religlon overboard. He was to learn better !

in the penic of 1893.

Those with whom he argued in his shop would go out into the nﬁighberﬁaai;

-and repeat these blasphemies and

ecome highly provoked. The teen-age yduth“

h&od. He was a radical.

s Fischer, Fielden, Schwab, Neebe. 4%¢
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The budding labor movement experienced its first round in fighting the -

/
ployers in the..Shoemakers strike, Phila-

charge of conspiring against ikm e
;ﬁﬁlphia, 1806. The workers had assembled because of discontent with thﬁir
'Wéges and had decided to demand an increase. Their kaders were arrested ami‘
charged with not being content t¢ work at the usual prices, and that they |
ggmbingd, conspired, unlawfully/agreed that they would work only for highef
%@ices, this caused damage and/injury to the masters employlng them and did
' iawfully meet and corrupt)y conspiree The strike was lost, The jury

3

fauni them guilty of combfning to raise wages.
the

ﬁ'Down the follav ing years, struggles of/labor movement were defeated .

through force and vidlence by the capitalist class and by prosecutions for

conspiracy by//; courts. % .

%;, Charge of labor "econspiring” were galoregin the years that followed.xi"‘
en 1n/f£;/1880's the demsnd’ for the S-hour day electrified the labor mﬂf%~
m%~‘,a.“erlud when kkm organization of workers into unions began %o strika N
deep roots, workers by the dozens had been shot. Terror in its manifold
agglicatlan had beer used by the capltalists to crush strikes, to halt t@e‘tf:
organization of the workingclass. ‘ | ) )
In 1886, at a meeting in Haymarket Square, which was about to adjourn, ’
aubomb was thrown by scmeg/e/té'this day unknown. Parsons, Spiles, ete., wbg
spoke at the meeting/Were arrested and charged with cors piracy to cammit |

mnrﬂer. Seven men Were sentenced to die. Judge Gary admitted that no Av
é#idence existed that these men, anarchists in philosoﬁhy, had personally N
gﬁy connection with the«bomb,mpr_ggypne who ?hraw it. “But the charge &

conspiracy can cover ground that is not theréiénd make comnections with the '

non-existant. E

Judge Gary held that these labor leaders, agitators for the 8-hour day,
had influenced somebody by advice, s&&e@ddy not known, to throw the bomb that

caused Degan's (a policeman®s) death.

o et i Nmain e el L m A
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The evidence at the trail did not and could not prove that the unknown
erson who threw the bomb was influenced by the speeches of the 8-hour day
’advocates. They were nnot convicted because a bomb was thrown. They wereAg‘
eccnvicted because they fought for trade union orgapi,ation, for the 8-h6ur ”
day, for the richts and needs of labor, and aééinst bapacious and terrdr
citing emvloyers. f n
. * - S o
Parsons truly said that if he is executed it will be/beoauseﬁfﬁwéﬂ an @
(‘;&M

Jarcbist, not because kosds a murderer; because of what I have thought and

-
Spoken and written in the past, and not because of the Haymarket e bomb¢3

~ " Four had been hanged. Sentences of three had been  commuted. The names g-;
’T’:W'f‘% W&#w Sy o4 #lt gt g

measure of pride. Here were ﬁighters whoge liveg were ended because thgy led

struggle s for better lives for the poor. | Displaying thelr plctures in dwr‘i

*uare Anarchists. My father was a Sociai Democrat. Yet in struggla against

- the expldliting employers they were joined. _
' These were days of struggle. The bruelty and vioiousness of the capital«

.8t class seemed boundless. Incessantly the workingclass stormed the- frant

of capitalism. Lashed by the whip of noverty, deeply hurt by the misery and ~

? 2y

éaffering of their families, buiwarkgd by the conviction that thelr' oause ﬁf

.was just, there developed a militaﬁpy which made the employers fearful of. -
/

e

maintaining thelr hold on thelr system of robbery of the poor for’ ridhee =

»

; foi‘* the few.

e T

This was the climate of 1§86-1896, andfather, unsupporte& by crgaﬁ&;a -

in the living room,//And.be as & FreeThinker. And he wouldn't keep hisk
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mouth shut.

[

//%e was Incessantly attacked. The corner gang called him vile names,
stole money out of his shop, spread a boycott against having shoes repaired

7by him, threw stones through his shop windows, attacked us, his sons, if we -

Were causht some distance from home. They vehed my hrother and I off a
steep bank into the river one day, into water over our heads. Ve couldnftfgn

wim. We Hearly drowned./

Father would leave his bench numerous times during the day'and stand 1n

the doorway looking up and down the street, on guard and also wonﬂering/what
: ext would happen. I remember a day when he was deeply angered, arose frgm
h;é bench with his last strap in hand, jumped the back yard fepca, wglk%&,t&”
mtﬁe saloon corner, caught the gang of grownjyoungsters unaware, rugheé;ﬁhéﬁvf
‘and lashed them mercilessly. These "gang" members ran blocks in all diré#tia% :
o save their hides. . - ‘s Co . - &
. And I remember trying to emulate him when ;ne day a group of husky - »
1grammar gchool boys, all of Irish parentage, meandered up the street tcwards
i“the‘ shop. My next oldest brother and I were standing in the door.way. We

hald a hurried'battle” conference. In a fiséx}lght we werse outnumbered: and
would suffer defeat and a good beating. I remembered a blackjack hidden 1n
the kitchen. Father had found it at a nicnic we had. attended where Anarchist&
.and Soclalists had engaged in physical combat over their respective phil»
osonhies, after a day of socialibilitv with beer. With this weapon- in hand
%cf the group reeled across the street into the arms of a Jewish,starekeenar
who asked me what hiﬁ;him;and that ended the fight. Ended it until an hcnr”
1atev a policeman came from the nrecint'étation,collared me and marchsd ma
to jall. Ten fists against our four anﬁ a blackgack may have seemed” th&t

" we had unfair nremacy? But down th@@é years our family had always g@tten

the worst of 1t and a little nride swéaled the immature heads of’ brcther|
and I. We were for days the subject éf neighborhood discourse. .
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I mst have included myself as a partner'in the constant defenslve activﬁy 5

we were forced into. The opposition was numerous and we were only one- famih;
f‘We two older brothers had enrolled in the FTee Thinkers' Sunday oahcol. We
walked td the—Social Turner Hall, one hour's travel west, eaqh Sunday,
. Where We were instructed in astronomy as an antidote to the ieavan of the .
* elergy. We were conditioned by the years of persecution, sparked by the |
k élergy, fortified by the lessons in astromomy to fight on father's side
and to view.all expressions of superstition as in the classif;cation of
falry tales. ' 5 o o

My friend Jake lived on"Dutbh Hill", about three blocks from our housg: -

towards the lowlands, -the pasture — the Cuyahoga river valley. "Dutch HE11"
consisted of a row of rotting and shakey shacks, painted hv the soot of?“ .
soft coal smoke from passing freight trains. The shacks backed up intq,ﬁp
an embankment in the rear 'and in a rain or thaw the dift and filth would
gpﬁash from the rear of the yard to the front éﬁd down a ditch to the gully. "
7  That is the reason the outdoor privies on "Dutch Hill" were all erected in ‘
the front yard, & herwise the excrement would flood the vard and be draggad
~ into the sharks by the feet of wavef of children who lived there. _
Going to vislt Jake was always an experience in pungengxndors, especially'{
" when the bucket brigade and the tank wagons delayed the;;mptying Qroeesaf
- The privy at our house was far into the backfard and here we did nob have éd
much connection between what we hed eaten & day or two ago and whnt e were'

. about to eat. About five bloeks from Jake's home, on the highlandg ovar»

- looking the Cuyahoge valley, a blg square brick house, with a verv 1argm .

: yard, and a barn full of cows,excited the copstant interest of nelghbor

fe% 5»’.‘;{?‘% {»q" fon pheddng.,

»U‘»

boys and girls. Here was where xhaw prought potato peelings and o*her*’
edibles for the cows, and in return vere naid one cent or two cents, deajhé
- pending on the amount. And this Waﬁﬁcandy monev.

It was rumored that the elderly lady to whom we merchandized the geelingaf

|

Y
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.was relatedto John D. Rockefeller. HOWever, tnis may have been a false

deduction arrived at because there werde a cluster of oil storage tanks 1n

he nath leading to her pasture. Yet it may have bea true. She constanﬁl‘

o

admonished us to save the pennies she gave us. ey : v”f";f

’?Jake was a romantic and talkative s t of boé. With him we made exneﬁi«
tions, off and on, to Jennings Avenue, =a mile or more inland, out of the baunds
of our poverty stricken neighborhood. We would travel west, through a public
ark, and there, on the cther gide of the Woodsy park were the mansions. HBBQ
ladies were to be seen riding in carriages drawn by spgns of spirited, glossy’
horses, imbibing the sunshine and fresh a 4 ‘No "Dutch Hily" stendh harafﬂ$
We would press our'ﬁaaﬁs betweexmgﬁguéchets of the high wrought iron

fencing to see what we could see. /Ehe fancy ediface porches and gables and

‘ndows all around the beautiful 1andscaping we would watch the stableman

curry and brush the horses as they Wer3 brought out of a bullding that har- o
'ized in architecture with the mansién. Po Jake the horses did not 11?& in

A;Earn or stable. He said, "that horse—house is a better house than our

éuse is". And we wondered on Which!of these estates Rodkefeller lived.

Rockefeller and oil were of interest to meny in these years. Ths smsllﬁ

vygled with the odor .of Rockefello

%:\« sadtren & Tl Y

e xkzkm rose tohpredominence.
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0il first received attention in the area of Titusville, FPennsylvania, in--

. the early 1850's, @athered from the surface of creeks it wés bottled and
;isold as a remedy that had great curative powers. Good ag a liniment, taken
by svoon internally, it was advertised to cure many ailments,including
4 ¥ . :\“"‘«-«*‘ ; _,w ;‘a_.M&‘L
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Then the drilling for oil began and its accompanying land soeculatian,
yet in ten years only 1200 of the 5500 welléxduo produced. The country
»swarn@d with brokers, speculators, stock companies. Bogus oil companles
1used the names of Bivil Wlar generals to sell shares, and,Philadelnhia was®
”in top place with hundreds of these fake combanies operating.. _ n
: The oil diggers wanted thelr own refineries at the point of nro&uction }'
EA.combinatlon betweer the existant refineries and the railroads onposed thi&a
Bharp struggles ensued.. ) S ‘ ' :

“ When 13-yeam old Rockefeller's father moved from a farm in New Ybrk
gto onghear Cleveland. It is recorded & Lt his first job was with a pro-
aduce commission house as bookkeeper at $50.00 for three months' work. Bé[’u
became =2 partner and increzsed his saviﬂés by sales to the army 19 ths{Clvil
ar. He sold his share of the commissién business and invested in oll, with
a man who had discovered a more economioal method of refining. |

There were about 26 indevenéent rafineries in Cleveland. Rbckéfallgrﬁ
approached each of them with a propogal for a combingf This pbobosalfdeéiu ’
giénded that each reflnery be apuvaiséd by him, He would pay cash or lssue
stock. In collusion with the railréad barons who were granting him a 25%

-0 50% kickback in freight rates,ihe held the winning hand. Even Scoffield

; /
~and Company, with refinery interests worth @150 OOO was compelled to sellwww
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came out on top, through foul weather and fair, desnite all the aftacks
against it, the legiglation aimed to control%it, the court actions against
16, and charges of conspiracy. .

' And so there apneared u /pon the scene, Iin' tnis growing capitalist
country, growing a;a&r{workingclass Drotest and 1ndignation, the riehest
‘man, Along with him we had Carnegie, Gary and Morgan in Stell, Vanderbilt,
~Harriman and Gould in railroad and J. Plerpont Morgan, the bankera i
all travelled the same.path of theft and usux;pation, 4ll grab‘bing the
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7. . /My mother dled of tuberculosls st age 28. - She had bormdfour sons. funt |
Emilie, who lived neardy, shared the household tasks with father and under

their supervision the older sons learned how to do the dishes, scrub the , i

floors and wash clothes on the scrub-board, by hand, in a wooden tub of hot
éoapy water. These days come wividly to minq:because, besides going to school ‘7
‘these new house-keeving tasks were thrust upon me and took hours away from -
my play—time.ﬁf

(Father was the buyer for the familf, and.due to a lessening/incqme from A
fcobbling, and the expense of feeding four always hungry, growing sons, he

‘shonped and bargalned for everything he bought. A barrel of flour from ﬁhe

grocers, out of which we would sift the maggots, 2 side of veal from the

:butchers, smelly enough to nauseate us, which he would bathe in vitdol for o

leansing ;gi germ annihilation; plucks from the smallfslaughter house two
miles distant - the whole innards of a olg; heart, lungs, liver and all"’
else, from which we also made sausage — atb five cents a pluck; heads o <_x.
snimals for head cheese; herring from Holland in little bafrels, and cheap;
‘and coffee he made from roasted grains. / |
On very rare occasions we had butter in the house quite stale and rancid.
Father buttered all of the bread. He knef/how to butter it lightly and:when
,we complained that we could not taste the butter he told us that we did not
<“uniers»and how %o eat butteredbread. Buttered bread, he said, should always
be eaten by turning it upside down so the buttenuggézd hit the tongue. -

Then also, there was the constan? war agalnst bed bugs, flls s and ?&ts.‘
Between ten and eleven each night fatqér would visit our beds and carry on &
massgacre of bed bugs. And weekly we éoys would transva t bedsteads and
mattresses to the back yard and soak/their hiding and breeding blaca}with

codl oil. We spread poison for theﬂrats, but the rats in the neighboﬁhood

‘ﬁere too numerous for the poison w !could afford. And the flies - the swarms

i bt




.0of them remained constant. We would darken ithe house and chase them towards
the light of the onen kitchen or and out. But in an hour they were back.
7 The 1893 vanic came down pon the workingclass and other segmants of the

. Shops, mines, 1ndustry big and little, closed

-

poovulation with a dull thu
’umr—- thousands of them,” Hundreds of banks locked their doors. iheng
ere an estimated 15,000 commercial vankruptcies. Railroads and other

1£dustrigs_went o recéivership. Millions of workers were jobless an&

e hunt for a chance to earn afdollar at anything. They fro§§ﬂ

iifg/ég;rity scup'lines. ' , .
the rich the panic was an Act of God. iThey advised the starving

~-’21111_1.1!.:4‘.63s:. to commune with God about it - theyiwere not to blame. Wheﬂ)

rulers of the country arrested the leaders for Walking on the grass of their’f
own capltal citv”// ‘ '
For the last 50 years the capitalist, consolidating into combinations

and trusts hdd fattened/froﬁ/the w oductivity of the workingclass and what
they conflscated 55/;he national domain. The panlc had the result of t&m—
perarily curtailing their profits, but they still possessed thelr millions,"l

their riches, and it was aald that Rockefeller had become the first billionailr

( Piscourses and discussions on forelgn trade, sllver or gold stanﬁards, ?
the tariff, an income tax, increased the overcast of the already clouded: sky’

Henry ADAMS SAID: "Society here, as well as in Furope, i1s shaking". Bishap

e

Lewrence declared: "Godliness is in league with riches." L
Cleveland, our neighborhood, seemed in the direct path of thisbeconpmic‘
foynado. Father disappeared from home for days at a time. We mowea_intélan

o i
allew, a saving on rent. The sharp stacottoisounds of his hammer beating ,
@ ;
sole-leather on an iron last had ceased as had the more subdued sound of
|
saling a shoe with wooden vegs. There were no shoes to fix.
f was the stupendous vroblem every family”faced.
L t . ’
'

Sqme bread t@
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1 //énce a week we two older boys walked to the'wﬁgé side of the city; to..

Wilhelms »rint shop on Pearl Street, to fold a German Socialist vaper
~ father edited‘gVHe travelled on a belt that reached from Buffalo to Chicagof -
This was where the Cerman immigrants and refugees had settled, those who .-

eft were homeless after the 1848 war, those who came later because of -

Bismark‘s anti-Socialist laws, several million of them. He made snee&hea, :

‘arganlzed, sold papers and literature. Arriving home from time to timeé

ﬁe would now and then brihg a few groceries,jout mostly he came emntybhande&'
and emﬁﬁy in pocket. | ‘
tﬁem, for a mouthful of food. Or one or another of them would visit us'gﬁ&”
;b;ing a few blites to eat.. A rumpus arose, relatives demanding ﬁhét faﬁﬁer%ﬁ
Agtay at home and pake care of his family. Uncle Fenman, father 8 brathﬁr
Bt ,w, 7 ‘s
ence of relative held to convince father to stick to his last. This’habpeqé
ed because the relatives had learned th%ﬁ father's family had gone wiﬁhﬁﬁﬁ
food for two days. I remember this incident clearly. Father was away‘making
speeches. ¥e were sitting in the kitcheg, growling colder by the winute Qn

a zero night and debating whether to snﬂnd the last dime we had on ajlaaf

or bread or a bag of coal. Coal won, gnd I ﬁook the home~made babslad’pr

@fﬂgﬁ
e\ﬁ.}" A
T
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" Fortune blessed us that same night. Pather came home and‘we were
soon sitting at the kitchen tﬁbb with six links of garlic sausage .
and two loaves of bread. / \

Children, and men and wamen tre?ked down the hills towards the
railroad in these Dbitter days of 1895—94 nicking coke and unbyrned
bits of coal from the ashes of emptied locomotive fire-boxes dmmped,i;;
near the roundhouse. They walked un and down the tracks, here and ';gl
thére xiekirg finding a lump of coal jarred from a ceal car in switch =
ing overations. They became bolder, posted lookouts and pried coal ;z
L dff of the cars with long sticksj Chased by railroad detectives oc-
-casionally, they nevervthe—less;increased in numbers (and I was therej.4
K Hundreds of cars o coal staqéing on the tracks and families blue .
~with cold? And no moﬁé&‘to 7#y. They al}_gpderstood there was s§m§~*mﬂ9

bthing wrong here, and that 1t /was not they that were out of step, apdA

they were not stealing - --%
/" To me father grew in stature during these days. People, the poor

neighborhood familles begarn/ to talk about him, not as formerly, de-

nouncing him as a heretic /and sinner, and a radicd and amarchist. \/

He had included Cleveland's public square in his schedule of actiyity.

First in the German lghguage, then in all the English he could command,
and he tried to clarify the masses of all nationalities who gathered i)“'

there on the bagic problem of why no work -and who is guilty. Masses -

-

of workers d surged through the Cuyahoga Valley, through the flats

contalnihg nut and bolt shops, factories of varied kinds, all closed™:

‘anddark. In their wrath they broke hundreds of windows and smashedli';

down doors. The alr seethed with vrotest and denunciation. They

flocked to hear speakers at theeiu%lic square in the center of the
i
city. Trade union speakers and ooliticans and those who oouncilled

faith in God. .o
€ Mw» M»LIM{ Q,Wjﬂ‘“er%%‘ W m%m g g Q‘EM&
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abolishing thelr

oreac angs of priests and ministers advismng the families of" tha noar

19.

Father vlaced heavy emphasi: on the Scc ialist solution. Strikes
and strikes, and unemployment down the many years, and who clubs

you, shoots you, jailk you? The capitalists say no when you demand

a living wage, and then they put in’g action their lackiesg thelr

politicans, and they issue orders to the police, the militla, the

~
courts and - defeat. The solution/was to elect workers to o fice
by casting ballots for the varty that stands for Sociallsm and de-
p® e the capitalist maXX class and institute the éboperative,Common—'

i

wealth. /

L)

/ ,
He burned the thieving rich to a crisp in the heat of his atthcks. .

He had a voice that carried. Hls quick, firm movements among the

thousands that came to the pubWic square meeting ahvays seemed chall&ng-
i

ing. He reasoned to a1conclu?1on in a positive way. The unemployed

LI ] . 1 [ UR— el

found his name hard to proncﬁﬁce. He became known as "the little
/

shcee maker from the South Side," and they would ask "is the little

Soclalist shoemaker going t¢ sweak today?" because there was a junctura,

a solidarity of sentiment Yetween what he saild and w%at they thought. ' g
He expressed their mass mdod. o
Many natiora 1itles gathered at these meetings, varied in their re-
liglon, Catholics, Luthlerans, Protestants. It was here that fatheﬁ;
learned with some fipality, that making all workers Fres Thinkers,

elief in God.fﬁs a fiﬁst essential to develop in_

them enough iptelligence to recognilze thelr class position was not

te to the struggle for good, clothing and shelter. The

gnd unemployedto suffer here below, bear your voverty and misery,

and when you die you will enter the. bolden gate into heaven and be{an
= v
angel, was an admonition that contradlcted naeture. The unemploysd

s

just had to have something to eat now, this side of heaven:°



/
/
J
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gathered for struggle to get it; And many devout Christians began

to develoo comradeship with faﬁ%nr and he with them,//(
/

It was during these years, at the age of twelve, that I took -

vart In my first labor struggle. The‘hgygqﬁdrawn street _cars on -a "
feeder lilne that served the Pouth Side,;had been replaced by eleatﬁic |
cars. Stabl@ men, drivers /repalr crew%, who lived with their families’:
at the end of the line, logt their jobs; The rage of thejneighborhOOd
increased dally. The unign had no remedy. A crowd of men, women and -
children went into actior one day, attacked the electric street car,;'x )
broke windowé, tore dowh the trolley end then overturned 1t. The two
volicemen assigned to/this trouble spotfrushed in to mwrotect the motor=-"
man and marched him, betweer them, away from the enranged demonstra- :
tors. A group ©f childrex followed them down the street shouting i e

and taunti the polices. Then I threw a half a brick at the trio.

The police turned to attack us, and I r%n. The nolice changed theifg&fﬂ
minds and returned to gulde the motonmén to safety. o
My South Side environment did not nave within it any content'that‘
- would kad to thoughtlof ralsing myself about it. I was a redlca h
of all the youngsters around us and no éne ever encouraged me to be ’
something big when I grew up and to lay:the groundwork for it now.
f/%hen then, graduating from grammarfschool in 1894, at the;age
of 13, I was g?ised b;;ﬁhﬁSe close to me for being a smart youngster.
because most/ggptié/;raduated at 14, and after; no suggestion came fpr—
ward that I mkzkk ought to go to high school and ;ollegg. All the :'*
boys in our nelghborhood who graduated from grammar school weat tO’%_
wa’k.//fhere were those who did not gra&uate at 14. They went to Wark

without obtaining a dlploma.~ The@e ware parents living in circum- ”JA

stances such as made them long for the day when the oldest in the f&mily

)




would be able to sarn g dollar to helv buy fod .

I cherished my ¢iploma. I exhibited 1t to those vho wanted to

glance at such an Amvortant document. I got a job and went to WQ3k,*“

got a job at $1.50 a week, pushing a delivery cart in the
downtown apéa of the city. I carried the morning Plain Daalerfin the
"low down" tough "Whiskey Island" section of the eity, near the lake

erfront. /l worked in a stove foundry mounting gas burners which u.

took their toll among the poor because they were made cheaply, ;
assembled carelessly and exploded. I worked in a lithograph shop P
and learned accuracy in color press feeding. Here I picked up typhoﬁi
fever from the filthy rags used to wash ink from the rollers. I .
- carried it into the family and soon all four brothers were in bed./ ;t
| My father, at tho~+wme, was a follower of the water cure fad, :¥
' as many thouﬁggds/EE/;thers were, who took to walkine in the dewy ,féi 5
- grass of the morning, and believed in hot =m or cold avpplications .
fof aches apd pains, and who had lost their faith in Xke and respect
for the men of medicine. Father soaked & bed sheet in coll water,
:gwrappei it around us, put us to beqd, Diled bedding on top of us, and‘
we sweated'in a total fashion for an hour. Then a 1uke~warm‘bath and ?4C
to bed. None of us died. | - o fE
I worked on a farm, - a poor farmer's farm, at %5.00 a mmn%h. |
The farmer would collect buttgr, cottage cheesc, other odds and ﬁndswé
from other voor farmers around him, He ﬁould mix the farm but%ér with' '
an equal part of creamery butter from the dairy ané woull mold it into '
~ pound bricks and sell it as a pure farmer's product. Twice a week he

/would grive 25 miles to the Cleveland farmer‘s market to sell his waras.QA

tuted a month, hes holding to the calendar month. I held to my‘undar~
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stariding that #5.00 was due me every Lcur weeks, and quilt.

%

b
!

(Insert)

Neue Zelt

3.D.) Gather at our home.

long heated discussiors .

Revisionism - Bernstein, etc.
T i

o

~ Would listen. ' 2 : a

Progress of Socialism in Germany.

The hard tiuses of 1893 stretched in 1896. Landing a job
equalled a miracle. Out of work my father tried to teach me the o
: Lo “ '
cobbler's trade. He had verfglﬁ:tle shoe repairing to do. Families -

had to have bresd before they thought of soles and heels. And my

helping to cobble did not bring in any extra money, what with not
.enough work to keep father busy. Also, I mbsed my ten cents a week

snenalng money.

I got a job on the iron ore docks shovelling dumped ore into
buckets. Muscled Negro and Slavice workers shovelled in a steady
- rythm; I had to strain. my whole body to 1ift the large scoop shovel
- of are to the height of my neck .to get the ore into the bucket. I -

3

remember- the workers closest to me cautioning me to take it éasy or:

I would not last the day. A few days of‘this, my back arid muscles

8tiff and lame, and I kax= had to quit, having develoved a hernia:asf;"

big as my fist. ’ i
. &% '
4
//;everal sallies into the restaura t and saloon industry captivaﬁad




ff end on, working a few hours during the_ noon=-day perid . And a
mcal here was a drastlc change for the better from the noon lunch I
“used to carry from home - two whole wheét Jelly sardwiches fa months

on end and nothing else.

Here I learned how to clem Spitoons and wash ¥loors with brush .

and squeegee; hov to walt on table; hométo draw beer.

P

In one spdt ;/MGfﬁéd there was seryeed noonday lunch - a bowl of
-

e
soup, a plate of meat with a mound of potatoes and rye bread ‘stacked

T
5
¥
#

high on 'the tables, all for 15 cents, a blg steln of beer five cents
extra. And at five came the free lunch, friled liver, stewed lungs,
tri%e, headcheese, blood -sausage and always large stacks of bread.
The rules of etiquette were that a customer had to buy a beer befﬁreﬂ,
he could partake of the:free lunch. The boss kept a sharp eye on
his trade because many times two hunﬁry workers would share one be&r,i”
and eat thelr fill. My weekly wage was - @5 00 and I wor&ed from 5 a.m‘~»
to 7 p. m. ) y'
In time I progressed into eating and beer emporiums in a higher '
cla331flcation - meals 25 cents, 35 cents - where what was ealled a .
merchants lunch was served. I never could distinguish any merchant
that comnared with my mental pic bure of;how a merchant should look
and'act. I probably visﬁalized them as very afluent. ‘; @
! f& Joined the Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union.//BusingssyAgeny
Goldsmith was a leader in the A.Ff.of L. in Cleveland, and he gecrulted
me, agast that I gave as good reasons fér joiningvas he gave‘me.‘ I tsok

ny medbership to be an earnest responsibility and attended msetings

regularly. This few members did, and a:union meeting of a dozen was .’

an accomplishment . * e |

k]

After attending a few meetings it was annocunced, in the tourse of

oy

I T
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A a session, that/a delegate to the Ce tral
" lelected. I was elected to the post, wz;oq.

B ody »

- went to the meeting o the Centrd

felt honored at being elected and Hook pr

‘older trade unionists who 'had given many
laber . A the became aware that fhere wa

This centered arcund thg

.. the delegates. |

: jamplaying class, collaborating with 5.1:,/ a
;vested and risked their riches [in ln&ustr
wages to millions of workers had the righ
w)inves_tments; that the super—itélligence

. ‘'wealth entitled them to further accummmle

“the political field throygh a Social vict
,capi’calism./ | B \ | ; '
|  John \Bandlow‘ and Max Hays b d the gn
. Socialism.
“‘historic role 6f the working class.
the CleveYand Citizen, which printedd art

SocigXist ‘solution, gave attention to flo

- the miserable condition of their fam;lies

point of view\% becane part of this maj

i

\.working class. and trade unions sould'remafn 61:1 god terns with the -

‘tions; /)r should labor condue
- & determined, constant struggle for the meny demands that would imprm'fe»
its standard of living and/learn that the

John Bandlow would quote Marx and Engels and point td;g‘bh@

Hays!

fhe consequences of 'the 1893 panic, the s

the delegates, and Bandlow ard Haysi master:

Labor Body needed to be .

5
ly unaware of my duties. . I

I .

and 1lis tened intently.
ide in being among so many ‘

years to the struggles oi“
s a division of opinion among
questl on as to whe}:har' the

greeing with those who in:e

ies which gave

s oo e

t to get retuma foom thair

they had shown in &cemmmla&sf

se”_evffor'ts ms qulmimﬁe
ory and the ‘_,épbolitian 4

opuping that believed in

, as editor of the union pa.per

icles and editorials an ’che

or leadership in the glism:s&' f:gnsA

Ef?"éring army of joble as,i

the Gentr;l/Body, up tc
de le e avar elected gt

maggoe:?gxu % in

hat tima, at 1’7 years f
that’ body. /o
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1890~ 071900
a) the formation of trusts
the%r 1awlesshess, theievery, briberny
b) the trust busters.

Stop growth.cf/;ombines, turn back to

/

/ n
i

free comaetio#. |
¢) licKinley, Brysn, 1892 - 1896 - 1900 elections.
1893 Panic; ¥é94 Full dinnef pall -~ 1929 chicked
in every potj\ h
&) Greenback Pagty, Populdsts, eté.
é) Labor strug%les - |

° B J .
/ 3 |

o,

Now 11 in family / "
:i .
Buy home /
Arguments re syndicalism - 7£ar t cut O-why get into rotten pOIitiGSWMM“T

Bought legislators and courts. , a 

Qut to the west.

. My father had married agein and five more children had bem added

to the Tamily to make it /eleven mouths to feed. In the later 1896;, ‘;
father asked me 1f I would cooperate with him in buying a home, |

would I stay steadily/at work and help Pay for it. We obligated
ourselves for $1250, a treméndous sum it seemed ﬁo me. We moveﬁ ;

west, near the farms, and we busled ourselves at once seeding dovn

the deep ?gp jard with vegetables. ZEvery economy was put into
force,/eééry nickle and dime we gould earn and save went into
morithly payments. Having declded one day thet we could afford a

fe
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pound of butter, father took the buttering of our bread out of
cur rands with the remark that we lacke& skill. Pressing the
butter into the bread was an errar. Euﬁter should be stroked
lightly over the surface, which he they did, buttering the bread

for 21l of us. “hen we complained that we could not taste the

butter, he told us we must learn how to eat a slice of bread and
butter, and the way to eat it was to turn the slice of bregd 50 that
the buttered side would be next to the tongue. . :

I I became quite efficient as a server of food and dispenser of
drinks. I was speedy and accurate in billing, and also I was honest.
Low wages had driven many restaurant workers to make a little extra
on the side, which m®ant a 1l s to the w opnrieter, or even short- h
changing a customer who .had a few drinks too many. This helped me to

several good jobs. My wages were $13.00 a week.

)
6.1,"\‘

fiEEN}QOO, approaching 20 years of age, my father engaged me in
a discussioﬁmabout,my future. A letter had arrived from m relative
of my step-mct her, offering me a goad job at the Central Hotel, Port
Townsend, Washington.//The eastern alr was still filled with talk
of the Klondlke gold rush. Also it Wasjgeneraliy accepted that wages
in the west were high and jobs »lentiful. Probably Wi th some REgkaXsh
nostalglag for his wanderings in his aonrentice days in Germany, and
also an earnest desire to help me towards increased earnings, I board-
ed a tourist railréad car and left home;

Arriving in Port Townﬂendgwas immediatel y disillusioned "gbout i

the big west. The job offered me consisted of mopning floa s,

cfeaning spitoons, meeting the bosats to Solicit customers for the

rooms in the hotel, a square W@ﬂ%ﬁn structure/@eranda all arourd. . ﬁ

e

The town had enjoyed 1ts boom as a port of call for gailing vessels

‘coming down the Straits of San Juan de Fuca'fréﬁ the Pacific Ocean

©
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with cargoes from the goast and the orient. / Seeing a full rigged

ax

shiv or a schooner s#il into the bay was wonderous. My disappointffh
~f ment overshadowed £hls beauty, and the beauty of the water and’

land. My wages were to be $25.00 a month.

Jith rio money in potket to go elsewhere, with a promise of
promotion, I went to workv//Actually there was ncbhing to be po=- -
ed to. The hotel, the few other retai}mstores, the téwn of
5,000 souls, was alive only'in the sense that it was not yetiquita;;é
dead. The boom had left it dying While}being born. Three sty |

new brick buildings, only with walls cémbleted, windowless} empty‘: il
- stores; a little steel mill around the bay - a stock selling gamble, ﬁ
never in ovperation. Property, bullding lots and acreage selling fof?f‘

e

taxes, and no buyers. >+, _ :
/f{If I adygncéa/EQ no material way mﬁ';ducation was promoted in -,
" Port Towhsendyf Ag disgusted as I felt by being‘shove@ back five yeérs“}
in my earning capacity, shining shoes on the side to earn a few extré
dimes, quartered inmamdarxvdepygssing rgom, the worst in the decayiné
hotel, I learned more then I had known about the misery of <:>1:he:<’s,-}5‘{??i
The sailor's boarding house, where the abused and terrorized
men of the sea lived, existing from day to day hoping to be shipoed .
out, actually ensalved because the SallOrS lived on credit and owed v
large amounts for board. And how they were shanghalied, by blows amii:
whiskey to shio oﬁt against their will on shivs vith.rotting bot toms
or rotten captains! And there were skeletons of sallors Who had Aaffiéz
" -drowned on the trip to the ship, or jumped overboard to get back to‘
. the shore, thumpling the rocks on the bay s shore, picked clean by
beautifully colored star flsh//f &

*

Siwash Indian mothers peddled their: daughters to sqldiars and
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some of the'top crust' O the town for fifty cents. 4nd there was

the general degredat on in the red 1igh€ district.

Soldiers frow Fort Warden and Fort;Flagler, lonely and dejected,

T TR R

‘looking for a Xit tle socialability, a friendly’conversation, and at

times going out into the pasture lands chasing sheep to satisfy their

sex inbulses. ;

Loggers from the lumber camvps usually tock the boat‘for‘Seattle,
but some stoposed overin this port city with their hundreds of dollars
in big shiny gold vpieces, were rolled fdr their money and had to borrpow

enough from the hotel avner to get back to a camp.

Such were the effects of capitalism - 1ts demolution of human

values. . |
* E LS ”W’ ' i~

t‘

I left these dismal surroundingskafter two monthg and went to

Seattle. I wandéred through skid row and found what was called the

,

labor market,” Here in numbers were dingy store fronts with "wanted"

placards. Vhat kind of workers were wanted; what were the wages?

The jobs were for-the.lumber camps. But I was not a faller or itrimmer,

nor 1d I run a dunkey englne, nor was I a cook, or even a second
There was a job for a Flunky.
cook./ When I asked what kind of work a flunky had to perform, I was

told that it was a dining room job, waiting on loggers. This appealed

to me and was in my line of experience.' The $30 a month wages;did’not,
but E{signed u?;///' . : CT

N good 1oggiqg camp was one which‘was not crummy, infested by: 
lice, and one in which food was god and plentifui. Thls camp was
good. For breakfast, ovancakes, ham and eggs 1ln gigantic portions were
“plled high on large platters. There was also an endless flw of stéaxg
coffee. Hater meals consisted %fgsgeaké, roasted meats, vegetables

for the reaching; and reaching as many times as you pleased. I set
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the tables carried in the pnlatters of steaming food, cleaned the
tables, cleaned up. But it was a hemmed}in life, just working, eat- "
ing and sleesing.. The only activity tha% had any content of soclal- -
aﬁility was the nightly games of poker. I tried to learn the game.-
AFTER LOSING EACH MONTHS WAGES FOR TWREEzmonths I gave up by glving ..
up the jobt,/”’ 2 |

4 ' : _
Back in Seattle I looked up the headquarters of my union and ran

into a strike of waitresses and waiters. They were in meeting, not 4

many of t . - The discussion gave me a thought or two and I made so «

bold as to take the floor. My suggestion had to do with broadéning;ﬁﬁé>
strike. Only two restaurants were involved. I was invited to th? :ﬁ
platform by the officers. The result of it =mll was that I was askeé“
to become the businessvagbnt and organizer of the bartenders. =
I took occupation of a desk in labor headguarters, got a listjéf‘
Vabout' twenty-five cafe workers paying dues, and twenty-five ﬁore who
had lapsed. I felt myself challenged by thls first post as a unionig
official, . I found that most of the twenty-five dues paylng members

- .worked down in the red light district. In attemoting to collect dues

any use to them, was not getting them anything, and they Wantgd to
know what hapvened to the dollars they paid in dues. Beling a nﬁvﬁ:e% l[
in lsbor policy and organization, and being,but«é”ngthﬁid co thcgé%ﬁ?f:
world-wise veterans of the trade, I had diffiault;es in keeping the:ﬁgﬁ

7

memoers we had and geﬁfing new ones seemed a distant objective. K
, Seattle was an oven town, - really onen. Anything cquld haapenhH“

-‘and just about everything dd. It was a¢cit§ of men. The Klqndikek?i;
gold rysh had multiplied the male ®opulation, just as yearé befare‘uw

mining and the building of railroads éad vopulated the west coast“Wiﬁh?u

L]

men. Their experience with women w7f quite restricted to those who.
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canie west Lo commercialize sex. Prostitutlion was a part of blg

business, as wes gambling. It was a vhaze of the culture of the

tines. Nen soclalized with the women of these most colorful soeial.
centers, and they did not have to sneak;in to smend an.eveﬁing. An
oven town was not open only because of the absence of interference by |
the law, but ‘oven also because it was acceptalil® by those who peopled

the tomns.

i

Glrls and women were recrulted from all areas towards the east
where fhey had 1little gainful employment, with promises of good'jobs .
and high income . Arriving at thelr destination they either accevted
vhat was offered them, there being 1little other choice, @ they ﬁere

broken in by the avplication of llguor and blows. Recrubing Womeh4was

e
e

a business with its own policy and practice.

In Seattle, in the red light distrié.t, large two story wooden
frame structures containing hundreds of small rooms, with a girl at -
each door, walted for the vromenade of loggers and other workers, which
took place each evening. The service charge was one dollar. For the
better class of citizens varlor houses wére avallable which had a

S

homey atmes phere and where for $5.00 the vatrons could linger longer .

among well dressed iaides.

All the degradation of B arbary Coagt, all the cruelty visited
unon tﬁe Calif ornis wage earner, all the disaopointments and death - §
suffered by the nioneers in the § quest of gold, the whole backwash
of the wild west, born of and stimulk ted by the rapaclous grabbing N

for property and riches by the railroad tycoons and land- oarons, all

this seemed to flow into Seattls. P

In the houses ﬂx= loggers cpmoetitlon among the glrls was keel.>
ﬁ -

It took many hours to score a $5.00 lncone. They augmenbed their eayn~

ings by dancing with men in the large dance hall on the lower floor
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‘at ten cents a dance, the house getting a large percentage of this.A
They devised various side-shows; nude'daﬁces, lesbian performances;
sexuqxg;§§%y§th a Shetland nony, picking up silver coins from

corners of tables with their vagina, a réom with peep holes where

for money a sex act could be watched. They were bossed by pimps who

secured the spot they worked and who could take it away; some pimos

having a dozen girls in hand taking away their earnings.

The loggers were preyed upon by ruthless characters.; To the “
with pride and a challe
large gembling halls which they natronized, and where/they would stakk &
to .
up two huniredj five hundred dollars in twenty dollar gold vieces

before the dealer - money saved after months of work inisélatlon in
a camp, - every loggerg was a sucker. A4nd, as ofcasionally havpened,’
if a logger would leave 8 gambling device with gold in pocket to visit

tne girls, he was rolled for it. Vhen unconsnous he was dumned into

the tide flats where he would dmwn in the tide.

This is in my memory because it was my flrst exnerience in the .

degradation which the seeds of poverty gfew.m I was ridiculed by my
few union members because I did not drink, and they were agahst whgp)'”
I occasionally ventured a humane expressian that expressed sympathy.’

with the girls. The situation became one where I began to fear!for?f

t

H
/ K
When then a weather beaten, gnarled, rheumatic old man came to

my own safety. ‘ k

the labor center one day looking for/the union, he was referred bto
me. He sald he was looking for a man who would help him run his

“boarding house. I had no one to recommend, whereupon he gave me a
! ‘ .

visual once-over and in a fatherlyfway invited me to take the job.
I left my union business WthOut giv1ng nd ice, and actually,
@

so 1t seemed to me, fled with hlﬂ to Port Hedlock across the bay from

Y
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Port Townsend. At wages of $50.00 a mohth, I was doing better now'g

than at any tine since leaving home to go west to earn big money.
In the union work I barely existed on t?e dollar a month dues I
collected. No one from the central leadership ever contacted me
for per canita to the lccal or nationai; Now I again had?a étipu»”
lated wage, mealé and room free. I was‘rolling in wealth. 1 boughf
a horse and saddle for $25.00.

However, the little viilage was also on the davngrade. . The
lozging and lumber camp was running out of timber. “hen it W&uld

L]

close down became a daily conjecture by the dwindling number of wofkf -

ers boarding with us. Yet I felt at home, enjoyed a measure of

security and a found the surroundings friendly. The workers were a

——
———

Jolly lot, and my employer was a witty Irish humorist.
I lasted as lohg as he could afford ‘to pay me. Then back to ]
Seattle with a determination that I would try to find some Socialists!

ard give some time to help fight against the vulgarity and filth I hsd .

%

rubbed up against in that bilg town. Here veople were made bad and
lived a horrible existance. The beauty of nature was qrandiose.y
Puget Sound and the tall firs, hemlocks, »nines and cedars’aroundﬁ
the shores, the Cascade Mountins and their sentinel, Mt. Rainier,
kissing the sky. There seemed to me a contradiction here, and thefé’

must be some good souls in Seattle who labored to induce oveople to

— 4 /

harmonize with nature. A_‘{%" \\\\\ 5Mjiff Live e
.y H‘x"r’ N

It 1s avmrent, from all this, thét\there was as yet no connection

]

between me and the workers as a class force. I was motivated by human- ‘

o P

¢

itarian imvulses./ Just before leaving Cleveland I had engaged in

s

discussions with a godd friend of mine, Adolph Altenbend, whose family .
- - ; L
and youthful experiences paralled mine.. His father and mother had ”
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‘migrated from Germany in the 1880's. His father was a Sociél
Democrat, well-versed in the writings of Bebel, Liebknecht, ;%;a?_ﬂ
Kautsky. Adolph argued for the Organization & a Social Party which;”/w
- would eventually become strong, win a gajorlty in the elections wheﬁél?;‘

uvon the workingelass would take over. I held that strong labor

" unions were the primary essential to win power. The unions, calling:
a national stoppage in all industries would force the cavitalists to ,ig
abdicate.‘ Ihls was the limit of our understanding. |

My syndicallst leanings had -their origin in my background. I had ,
belonged tc unions. I had not become a member of the Social Party. My
father had never belonged to a union. He was sn organiz ed-Socialist.

The weight of my total anerlence,'what with my father 8 years of activ-

‘ ity and struggles was on his side. Parential influence being nre»iiif

) dominat, I decided to find the Socialistg/és I walked down the gang-

plank to shore.

R I A leaflet handéq me on Yesler Way advertised a lecture on Surplus
Value at a Socialist forum.//The meeting place was a small room in a?
decreved building near Skid Row. T he audience was small and all of: ;
them more than twice my age. Here I was informed that the workingclass

“..Waé robbed by the caoltalists at the point of production. The lectuﬁeri

who had the avpearance of just having arrived from a 1ogg.ng camo,

/
held that all value was oroduced by labor; that if a worker nroduced

$10 in val ue as the result of a day's work, $5.00-could be credited!
to material and overhead, the worker would receive $2.50 in wages for =

‘his labor power, the balance of $2.50 was nocketed by ﬁhe owner of L

Industry as his orofit. This nrofit originated at the same source .
&
as the worker's wages and rightfully hhlonged to the worker, and Would

be given the war ker if the full value Droduceﬂ by his labor nower Were
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paid him. The cavitalists rob him because.they own the industries. )
The way out was the abolition of the cavitalists private ownershilp )

and the institublon of common ownershivp of all the means of oroduc-

tion and distribution. \ -

I was imoressed<by'the language used the phrazes which flowed
as fluently; surplus value, labor oower, commodity, value and price,
labor nower as a commodity. Here was sometulng deeper and more

complex than I remembered hearing at the discusslions I had occasional~ -

ly overheard between my father and Qis Sociaglist comrades over a glggs

of wine. Karl Marx teaches us s was constantly on the tongue of -the

sveaker. Learn your Marxian ecoéomics. ;o

/
I loafed around this little hall for days. Workers would come

to it# all times of thes.day and discuss. They would gather in groups

and argue then go out for a dish/ of pork and beans and come back for
f

a night session. Nearly all of‘them chewed tobacco and thelr accuracy

in hitting the soitoon was a thing to admire. I learned suhsequenfly ’

that untown middle-class Socialists had dubbed them the soitoon : ’
philosophq;s saying all they dld was gab and spit. Yet my Interest  ﬁ
was aroused. Can the casitayést ‘lass be unseated by voting in the ‘

] S

electiom for Socialism? Can it be abollshed by the general str1ke9

I was to learn later that the eatire Paclifiec Coast was afire
with these discussions. Narx was being quoted. A dogmatic Marxism

as I later learned. How Yo replace cabitalism with Socislism was a

topic that furnished vplepty & fuel to heat the varticipants who grew

loud and furlous at timés asthey trimmed thelr utterances with

colorful invsctives. /Yet all agreed that the wage workers must

somehow come 1nto s own and %thet \ocialism was the answer.

Yy A

} A1l this uiarked in me a revolution in my existence. It awakc
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in me the need for an aim/in life above and bgyong just a job, wages,

ané whatever material n

eds they could satisfy, and whid in the past®. ™

»

.\ had never beam above a shabby day to day existence. My father's

determined, courggeous and unwavering way of 1ife, his firm conviction

- that workers wbuld eventually fashion the solidarity necessary for te

big changeé, came back to me in memory of my boyhood days. I sa w light T

ahegd. .~
e ;

T e

The Seattle Socialist introduced me to the organized Soclalist
movement. Its editor, Hermen F. Titus, had gives up his oractice as: u
a physician to give his time to this weekly. His wife, Hattig, from %A*

j{the income of a worker's rooming house, c&vered the weekly deficit. |
One day Dr. Titus asked me whether I had a fomdness for Bostanéji
vsked beans. I replied in-the affirmative, although I did not know o

¥ ,// RN
. why Boston was asseclated with Beans. I have never devoured a more

’;savory dish of beans, or brown bread. Aﬂd out of that supper came
~the suggestion that I become the manager of the Seattle Socialist.itf
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ g

~ glven lodging in the rooming houée, $5.00ia we&k , and an occasional(“lk

: supper of delicious Boston baked beans and brown bread.

I wrote an article for the vaper on ﬁhe life of the lumber jacksél

and received oraise for gtyle and content{ But I am afraid I made ﬂ9 ';;%
contribution of any value in increasing the circulation or bringing in

more income for the »aner. However, my connections with the vaper

i

.

did propell me into the field o active Socialists more mature in years

X‘f and kna wledge.

.~~~ There was E.E. Martin, State Secretary of the Soclal Party who

& L
labored all hours and untiringly, w¥iting letters to a never ending

~f list of members and sympathizers. His el@éant Spencerian handwriting, -
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with all 1ts flourishes /captivated me. %Emil Herman, strong and
willing who toured the state with a hea§y load of literature. He;
went everywhere, moétly on foot, to qarfy the mesgsage to the workera
and »oor farmer McCorkle, Downey, WeSlarrow s Wells, Kate Sadle:vg
o was 1ooke@;ﬁ5.to as a coﬁrade with a good grasp o
And there was Mattie Allison, :who travelled 30 mlles to
t/the state office whenever she could spare a day or two. There ~
was ﬁer father, Johnson, in his 70's, who; when I visited him now

and then, would sit me down on the vorch of his shack on an acre berry
farm in Puyallup, and ask, "Did you ever read the Communist Manlfesto,

or "Have you read Socialism, Utopian and Scientific," and who would

then read and discuss paragraphs from the two brochures. He reggrdad

/;l°

en camé/EEg/big day! The day I wngeiected state organizer of
- the Social “ﬁgrty It was decided that I be paid one dollar a day L
while on the road. Places to sleep and gettlng something to &at was
left to my inmenuity; I was told that I vould meet Soclalists wher-
ever I went who would be glad to feed and house me. On the read,'@ithf&a
a welghty suitcase of literature, I found this to be true. The’ :

loggers, shingle-weavers, stump farmers were sincerely glad to meet

me. They enjoyed talking with the Socialist organizer. They showed

excee&%ng warmth for the common “cause. bentiment, symoathy, concern

Is

for the exploited wage earner, hatred of canitalism and all the

iniquities it was guilty of, the noverty and misery of workers aﬁdflg
thelr families, the cruelty and terror invoked by the rich upon the
poor, all this was a~fire within them. They wame Were happy'to have
" someone with whom they could unburden their hopes and anger.. Tradé

&
4
unions and Soclal Party branches were very weax, mostly non-exiatant.

How to establish movement and or ganlzation around immediate demands
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of masses of workers and poor.farmers nad not beer learned. To
establish 3ocialism was their dream, and always vividly in mind.
They soemnd to live in an aura in whichzthe-00~operative Common-
~wealth was the only objective. I was in the same boat. /

Up and down the roads and wagon tréils I wandered, and consgahéiyvl
wondered what lay ahead. I was surfeitéd with enthusiasm and this
increased daylby day, being‘inncculated by the enthusiasm pf the
workers I met. I had a list of Socialists and sympathizers who had(

'\.. Pananlin g .
t A few names .

contacted the State Secretary of the Soéialist Par
of readers of the Seattle Saialist. And I gathered many more names.
Everyoge I talked to knew of another Socialist some miles.away. M
"séuﬁgtfarmers”who had onromoted themselves out of the woods éntoﬁ
a couple o? acres of idgged off land and were at work diggling, | ‘i
dynemiting, end clearing the land with block end tackle, to clear*;;
the acres for the first cultivation and seeding. With them I ate
unlevened bread and sow belly. I contacted gandy dancers, sectlon
hards on the Great Northern Railroad. Then over spurs 1 zzittg:
logging camps and walked up skid roads to lumber jacks working in ..
the woods. éay after day I walked and walked and talked and taiﬁsdi'
and always I opened my suitcase to sell:the literature. My revort
on my first month on the road showed an expense for railroad féfe )
of about three dollars. ’
/// I had now entered the organized Socialist movémenf as & pioneeé
@ith a crusader's sp»irit. I was a ploneer in kno%ledge{ and in | W
practice and organization. I learned mud from the Socialists I ‘ -
met. Above all I learned that there were many points of view as to.

how to obtain Socialism. I had wecome an agltator, nure and simplg,’//f

T 8
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P

aen Dr. Titus organized a class for nublic sweaking , to train
atreet corner smeakers, I joined. He admonished the class to 1)
know what you are going to say; 2) say it so the listeners will
understand you; 3) stop sneaking when you are through saying what
you had 1n mind to say. I selected as mj topic an explanation of‘ﬁ”
surplus value. I confused myself s® confused the audlencey got
shaky in the knees an& dismounted from the soapbox in shame

# Street speaking, "soap boxing" was part of the activities of

—

the SooialiéﬁrParty. The more active Socialists in Seattle were

ensmored with the size of the audiences aaa their attentiveness /¢//
- This was esnecially true of the flrst visit of Arthur Morrow Leuﬁéb

of 3an Francisco, He had the diction of an educated man. He would

%

begin his meeting by telllng those who gathered in front of him about

the greatest man in history; the zreatest because he was a social
svent in |
scientist and had /many years mfR study of the human race and how it

lived. He had discbvered why there are rich and poor, workers and k
cavitalists. He had‘analyzed the methods of production and distribufg
tion zmd of commoditlies under the cavitalist system and had exvosed

the robbery of the workers by the owners" of industry. This man,

with whom hundreds of thousands like you are standing here, have joined

in his thesis, is Karl Marx. The development of sm@e in all other

fields takes second nlace to that of MMarx, beca ause it has to do with
all of humanity; how it lives and suffers; how you who are listeaingﬂ
to me live a life of har? toil and disanpointments, without a measure

of happiness or sufficlent education and godl health.:
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He snoke about Karl Marx and Das Kapital for an hour, in a
fundamental yet vlcturesque way. Then abruptly he would say,
"Das Kapital is a big book and requires heavy thinking and cos ts

what : S
$3.50. But if vou want to learn mbaut-Marx, vhom I consider to be -

the greatest scientist, has to say about our future, the future aﬁf;"

{

thmanity,‘here is his Communist Manifesto. It will start you in

the solving of the major oroblems we all;face.”wxﬁé/ginounced the
: e

nride as 10 cents a copy and asked all those who wanted a copy to

raise their hands. Hé“would gell 250 copies to an audience of 300{ 2‘
' He would then take a collection to vay £or copies given free to‘thﬁsé .
who could not svare a dime. -
Other "soap boxers" from Cal¥ ovnia.toured the coast, all as

free lancers. They had 2 message for/tme common folk and the urge'w’

to deliver it. They made their way ?s best they could. Through the

sales of literature and collectlonsfthey could buy something to eat -
get /
and kaxxz a vlace to sleep. /6sborne, the blind orator who Wauld say,,

l

"I am blind yet can see things so clearly. But wvou can see, then

_why are you blind?". // / ; fﬂ»

f
» : o, .
Tom Lewls, & worker agitatovt who became a favor ite, won his |

H .
audiences with his sharp indictMﬁnt of the capitalist ctass. There

were no ends to the crimes he aécused it of, and his sincere and heart-
his

felt symvathy for tits V1ctims;got across to khm audiences. He was o

of the worklnaclass, and the b/nd of solidarity that develoved betwealiym'

him and his audlenc%fbecause e knew how’ to say the tthgs they Kﬂn&ﬁ

1ikmxkx felt. He talksd with them, not at them. He was witty,

satirical, and had an abundgnce of ﬂumorous stories with class content.
Je develoved our own s eakers énd inltiated a program af regular

street meetings. -

Audiencgs were big and resvonsive. Night after- A
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we wuld tear cacitalism to shreds and portray the advantages and
besuties of Soclalism. Came the day when?our speakers were arested

for obsEEﬁcEing traffic, for taking collections, for selling litera-

ture without a license. We had besun to give some attention to cap- %

italism in Seattle; %The graft °nd corruvtion under the rcof of, Clty

Hall, 8kid row, the unemployed, the crooked gambling halls and 108gen§,q”

found dead in the tide flats. , ' "%j:w
/

The fight for free sveech was on. Our speakers manned the street

corners every night and were arrested. The audience was dispersed by & '

a dozen police. The speakers were balled out and would again try‘to -
sveak the following night. We rotated ten speakers at a meeting. All

~were jailed. Mothers with babies in their arms mounted the soap ba.

>~ They were kept in Chief of*Polic e Wappenstein's office awaiting bail;f’
(came from surrounding states. Filled jails. Had to release

some to let more in = with babies in arms - make room for m .-
//’"

more, ) LT

One day Dr. Titus climbed to a third story roof and for a half
bafopre the nolice could reach him,
hour/exvlained to tha e who could hear him why we were so tenaclous

in the strugzle for freedom of speech and assembly. I, along with..

others, was jalled every night for a month. The City Hall did notyf;“
have enough cells to hold all of us. He were shifted to the County’;}

Jail. Dozens at a time were imorison?d for want of bail.
/ The basis of the struggle was Soc;//ialism vs Caoitelism. We did = ‘.
not understand the necessittho invq&ve the labor unions and otheré |

who had no Socialist concent, in thg fight for/:gzstituticnalgrigﬁts‘iﬁ

=~ : :
which were being violated. The ca?@talist class was attacking us =
/ .

Soclalists - and we had to stand ?hr greund and remain loyal to: our
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beliefs. Je did not see tlat by attacking the rights of free

sveech and assembly the rights of every American was belng violated,
so we did not ask for a united front strusgle against this outragezgé*

] Ve lost the struggle. 'We did help ;to bring Wapovenstein, the

Chiéf of Police, a little closer to the end of his corrupt reign.
Yappenstein, the bloated denerate, who in orgies in parlor houses
in the red light district, would toast the ladles by pouring
champaggg down their vaginas.

We hugged the west coast in our quest for Soclalism, in our

agitation for the coming of THE DAY. Hoquiam and Aberdeen, near -
the ocean coast, where a blg colony of Finnish Soclalists worked.. B

in the largest saw mllls making lumber, and from which point cargoesﬁ;x

' s B .

of it was shipped in sailing vessels into-"all parts of the world..
We visited Renton ard its coal miners. 'We travelled north to
Everett, Sedro-Wolley and Bellingham. The asccusation that the

: |
.Soclalist Party was apparent only during election campalgns was trga;

in one sense. During an election we particimated in a mass way to!

getd votes for our candidates. Between.elections we called on edueaé

tionel activities steadily and determinedly to make more Socialistsﬁ;

Be felt that an organiz ed movement around issues fell into the‘field'

of biﬁﬁrtanism. It was the opinion of many of us that to.advoc atéﬁ?
eforms created illusions among the workers, would tie them more - i

closely to caplitalism., BSince capitalism was doomed o failure why
2 ’ ‘
patch up its weaknesses. We were opposed to compromise and political

trading.



42.

Ve were then, rather suddenly, involved in a great Qebate.

In fact we created it by taking the offbnéive. From »noints East and

South we saw an advancing.- geore of sneakers and writers advocating
/

differing bellggg/ﬁf “wha t constituted boa;ism and how to get 1t.

SWithout a clear and united understanding how could we win the workerst
Valter Thomas Mills, a bearded, professorial lecturer, small in:

si,e but known as the llttle gliant; spoke to large audiences advocatingf‘

the ab lition o the class struggle. He was for Socialism, he claime] -

\fjbut it should be attained not through struggle of the working clasé’g

against the caoltalist class, but by friendly cooperation., The canlta-

alists could be educated to see that Socialism would benefit all of |

* - humanity, to undersitand phe brotherhood of man had within it advantages .
for them £ar above the do;:eatmdog Caﬂitalist‘syst@n, .
The Seattle Socialist denounced his theory and its editor Dr. Titus
challenged him to a debate. We advised him to take his drsam %o the .ﬁ‘
_ecapitalists and convert them and leave the workingelass %o us. Ve |
accused Walter Thomas-Mills of class collaberation, of trying to be-
head the struggle for Socialism by surrendering the wor kingcla ss tQ;;;w

»

an endless and unlimited exploltation and persecution By the canit&lists.

We accused him of being an enemy masquerading as a Socialist.

Socialism, the contenion here being that if the government can comiuct
so huge an entervrise as a national maill service then 1t also can
institute national ownership of industries.

There was the growing into Socialism'of the municipal ownership
-advocates. %Win municipal ownership of the street car systems, of the

&

& .
gas and electrical services, and 1ittE by little Socialism will coms .

We‘engaged in polemics with the Appeal to Reason, with post officg‘A




43.

i

We had those who wanted to take a shor t cut, holding the

government should Dbe induced to issue interest bearing bords to all
capitallsts for all their holdings, and take over from there.

Gaylord Wilshire, with his 10 cents a year magazine, varied thfgi’

o
g,

. somewhat by buying a gold ‘mine, selling stock in it at 10 cents a -
8hare, and telling his readers that the road to Soclalism lay in the';‘

direction of eventually buying one gold-mine after another until ther

was so much gold eoncentrated in the stock holders hands that‘theyﬂa{

could do anything

/

The Milwsaukee aocialismﬁ a&lso had 1ts day in “This heterogeneou

_thinking and advocacy. Cheaver milk Socialism we named it. It con-

s

sisted of a long list of immediate demands and reforms, with less %héﬁffll

- a gestufe for Soclalism as such and no mention of the class struggle

[

or the coming revolution. It waa a vote catching device, chlingvthé{iﬁ

people to vote the ticket instead of ?aking 3ocialists of them. Heréii'

there was displayed the other extreme/. Our sectarianism was counterea”
by crass opportunism. i -
# It was during these days that # met big Bill Haywood. He went. " -
to a saloon in skid row, which Wef%eferred to as the "slave markét",
and over a mug of beer engaged in An exchange of thoughts., My recltal:;
. of our activities did not seem to/lmoress him., Although he did not

, / ‘ .
wash them away as of no value, hé wanted to know Where our program of‘g.:

agitation and education, our oambalgn for oociallst candidates, came
to grip with the capitalists th empXoyers and exp101ters of the
workingclass. He wanted to know what we were doing to protect

worker's wages amd warking co ﬁitions;uﬁéiincrease their living
standards. He wanted to know aﬁ‘wﬁé? point we Soqialist actually

enzaged real 1iv§ canitalistyin combat. He thought us quite a‘disﬂ

*
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tance removed from the heart and heat of+the class struggle doing

nothing but advocating and voting. ;

Locking down at me, his one eye pieyoing my cgﬁg&gcpncy} I
wilted a 1lit tle . Naybe what we Socialists were/éégomplishing déservedi
credit, but were we really in the confli t with the enemy class or
were we engaged in a measure of shadow-boxxing. After all, Heywood

. was a leader in the Western Federation of Miners, famous nationally =

for its militancy, for its tough battles in behalf of its members.
He must be weighted with exverience apd with the lessons derived -
from struggles.//f’ /

e did not occupy the sidelines in the trial of Hoyer, Haywodd
and Pettibdne, charged with assasiqéting the governor of Idaho. Thex?
Seattle Soclalist covered the bri%i, round by round, issuing editions
of eight oages of testimony of thé trial,“eXpm ing Orchard the stool-A
nizeon, denouncing the attempted/%rame-up by the mine owners. ﬁr‘ v
Titus was constantly in Boise, uﬁdaho, and with others giving daily“ﬁ
assistance to the procedure andfconduct of the case. I was in '
Seattle in & arge of the napergs distribution to an ever widenling

/

circle of readers. ]

Haywood casel. Cet what attorney. Name of

Gov. outcomg of case. : . .i§g

1880's increase TU memberghivo | ‘ jfj”

Recovering from terror the 1870's

1878 Election Socialist Alderman in Chicago and 4 to State

P e
&
k]

Chicago Tribume "Mhe cocialists a lazy loub ...a pestilent S

rification, a long haired, brawling idiot®
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Livid newsnaver stories, scare headlines.

¥

Revnetition of Paris Commune in / erlca,
i _
Thousands are already under arms.

/

Coal 0il  #7

In early 1850's oil was found floating down creeks in Pennsylvania .

Gathered it was peddled/as a patent medicine, a cure for many ills, -

P

cholera to consumvptiogn if taken internally, aches and vains if

rubbed in. THrty years later it was stlll considered as a remedy .

for sore thro and I gulved many teaspoonfuls.

v
H

From a_patent medicine to the great Rockefeller fortune, to the
industry =

greadt automobile/ which oil powered. 1

,
>
et
f



