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It was a mild summer evening, stili deylight, when the peonle
began to gather. It was not the kind of a olace,‘nor exactly’tke
time to say farewell to "YWag". Only a Iew weeks ago he had looked
8o ruddy, had so few complaints, and now the sunny disposition»everyf
one associated with him was stilled.s i ’ R

—He had known each of the three hundred and sixty »eo vle Who

T——

filled the ﬁeats in the funeral home, Mlich had been rented because

no hall could be secured. He had known, and been ¥mown to tens cf
thousands more in his lifetime. These| were his cowvorkers.‘ ”hey
had all participated in trade union crganization, strikes, hunger
marches, unemployed struggles, civil llbertles and civil rights
struggles for Negroes and foreign born, anti-~fascist and peace mavem:
ments. As a young man, he had taught some Socialism which he had .
first learned from his father. Others remembered him as .a Communx‘t.
The calander of events in his 1life cangbe reckoned in outst&nding ;

labar and people's struggles in the U.S.A.

Seated in the first row was oﬁ;\ar‘his daughters Helen, and héf
" husband Carl, who carry on the third generaticn of Soclalilst and*w"ﬁ

Q Communist thought and activity. ”bere is anotheifégyghter Gene,

e

"their mother Hortense, two of his ten grandchildren, a brother, and

his wife and co—workerfCéroline. Another daughter Ruth had died,»ﬁi;
and Gertrude the oldest, marrised to a Venezuelean Communiat, could
not leave NMexlco, where the family had mig rated as politic&l axiles»
On August 26, 1956, in Chicago, Where he had s»nent his 1ast
seventeen years, elgven days after is 75th birthday, life ende§‘5{=
'fof Alfred Wagenlmecht. The news DG£S reported "no mention Wés < |
made of his soul", at the memoria; services, and that it was strénga

@/
to hear a number who svoke pledj}ng in his name to collect funda

i




for the newsvaper which he helped -to_found ~ The Dailly

Nag would have smiled to know that even after he had de~

parted he went on to organize.
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! ‘ . .g' 1
Alfred Wagénknecht was not one fér reminiscence. He lived
too much in fhe oresent and future. %w wanted to be young &n@ .
stay youfig, and seldom talked aboutb a%e or the past. R -
His admiration for his father leé nim to relate inc;dents of’
ni; youth. ithen he was a year and a ﬁalf 0ld his father, a gaod

shoemsker and cobbler,-and his wife, macked up tye family belong~v

ings and the feather bedding; the pri@e of every Euronean immigraét

They left Goerlitz, Germany, for the,%romised wealth and}liberty
of America. DBesides Alfred,‘they hadzan infant son. 'Theyﬁwe§§wglad

to leave behind, the noverfy, Germ n ﬁilitarism and noliticalfonaf V
pressions of Bismar ﬁaf;he Kaiser. Nag*s father was a Freethinker :
and Soclalist who did not belleve in keeping his cﬁinions to himself.
A breethinker in those days was a mixture of an agnostic and infidel.u

3

The family setiled in a poor Irlsh, Polish Catholic and German
Iutheran nelghborhood«in Clsveland,hahio, on the south side, at L
Jefferson Avenue and Herschel btreet.‘ This was in the "good old
4aays“ when shaves were five cents, hair cuts ten cents, Wages

i

ninety cents a day for unskilled 1abo;, and one dollar and seventy

five cents for skilled workmen. T ‘

There was a grocery store on one! corner where the boys includ-

ing Al, as he was called, used to "1ift" potatoes. They Would tgke*
them to the woods a mile away, or to the swamps, where they would

catch a frog or two, and have succilent frog legs with their baked {‘ﬁ
. potato. There was a candy store on ?he block ?here he and}othg#"

children loocked in at the window and decided a week in. advancéyhatl}

kind they would take in exchange for their weekly penny allcwanee.‘

The only Jewish family in- the nelghborhood had a variety store' k

It was located next door to %h@vqhoe3store, with living quarters

in the rear, which Wag's family rented. The nicture would oe 1n‘

complete without the corper saloon. Here according to Wag, tha

-
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adolescents, encouraggg/by adults and ioaded with beer, plotted

camvalgns %éiigst/fgglradical little shoemalrer.

Vag was fond of telling the story;about how his father

. argued in those days against Drevailiné superstitions. He would

'

want. to know if “anyone had ever ‘seen én angel or devil; there must

R
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or in the streets.”
His father hung plctures of the Héymarket martyrs, Parsons,
Sples, Engel, Fischer, Pielden, Schwab; Neebe in his home. s“r?ar
being sympathetic to these anarchists,%and for being a Freethinker ©
and Soclalist, he was called vile name;. Then a boycott was of»végv”f
ganlzed against him. The neighborhoodjaid not give him shoes to
revair. He got few new shoes to make.i Teen agers stoned his -
windows, stole moneyqbﬁh of his shop, and attacked his sons ifnl
they were caught some distance from home. . |
At twenty-elght his mother fell victim to the dread poor-man's |
disease -~ tuberculosis. She had born four sons. After she died
Wag, the oldest, learned t§ scrub flooés on his hénds and knees,
wash clothes on the scrubbing board, dgan house and wash dishes. :
The family's eating habits of those days left a lastingwim;
pression on Wag, and forever influenceé his diet. Since,there,was}
1it tle money on which to raise his family, the little shoemaker.
Jused to'natrcnize a small slaughterhouée two miies away. In thasﬂ )
days the nutrlent value of liver was unknown, so the pluck, con-
sisting of the heart, lung, liver and intestines were usually sold

H

for five cents each. Animal heads were also cheap. Wag's father

i

would then use his purchases to make blutwurst, summer sausage, and

many ot other tybes of sausages andﬁhead cheese. Since his father.

also bought veal very cheap, because it was a little maggétty;-and}jﬁ e




’ 4.
which he bathed in vitriol to eliminate contamination, Wag never‘
could eéat veal.

Wag was oroud of his father's role in the 1893 panic. He
told how he spoke at large outdoor public meetings calling for aid

to the unemployed} Wag tells how his father learned . .to talk about

the reasons for the panic, hex gilve concrete plans of organization,fm~
and help to secure some immediate help for those in need. Gone .

were the vague arguments and discussions\about the soul, immortalu-
‘1ty, anvels riding on clouds with harps, and everlasting hell fire.

Now people who had formerly regarded him as strange and not one af .v:Q

//

them, began to demand that the "llttle shoemaker speak."
Hard times settled on-the family too, and they had to mave t& .~
an alley. His father was not satisfled with speaking, selling ’
paners and llterature, he also had to heln get out the German Soc-
iglist vaper. Once a week the two oldest boys walked to the west
side 5f the city, to Welhelm's prin shOp on Pearl Street;‘tO"fol@‘:
the paver their father edited. Th paper was circulated from o

Buffalo to Chicago.

Fortunately there were six annts and uncles living in thé_neigb

borhood, “hen there was no food/at home the children could visit

and eat. However, the relatived raised quite a rumpus demanding?f
that the shoemaker "stick to hifg last." Once Uncle Herman, a
tailor; shook his brother (Wag/z father) when he found ths children
‘had been withoutxfood for two/days. Théeir father was away_making
speeches. The children Were/cold and hungry. Wag said th@y decided“

to invest thelr last dime foi

coal to geep warm, rather than a 1oaf

..,_» T ot

of bread. .
Wag's father remained /a geﬁ%ér aﬁ the German Socizllst movement -

in America. Wag felt very hurt when tne Daily Worker did notféaP?Y o

’ .
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one word about his death. He felt it was ignoring American Social~

e

ist tradition, and his father's role i@ the struggles of the
American workingclass. The Soclal Demohrats took charge at the
funeral. Wag insisted on his right to Eneak,Affggﬁdiééé of the ’
gradition that a member of the family does mot talk at the funeral. |
He had to tell of his father's belief in the firast Sociallst govern-:
ment, and his pride in the Soviet Union, Furthermore, his father had
not disavproved on his activities in Ehg Commmunist Party;fand he N

)
wanted no such impregsion to prevail. | T

Pty . o
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In the twilight of the 19th and infancy of the 20th Century,
in Wag's childhood and youth, ghiploads of immigrants were coming
to our shores. They brought their trade skills and ideas of
rellgious, economic and political freedom and liberty. They came
as sarventers and cablnet maﬁgrs, nrinters, blacksmiths, metal
workers, miners, weavers, journeymen shoemakers, tailors and other

craftsmen. Some came with/their heads fllled with Socialist

et it

study, understanding the class struggle and the need for Socialism
replacing Capitalism. Some had been éembers of the First Interna- . -
tional. %

Unskilled workers came from Irelénd when the notato crops

failed. Skilled, unskilled and 1nteliectuais came to escape Czarist

tyranny, esnecially ‘sfter the fallure of the 1905 Revolution. Jews

ARY

came to escape pogrdms. Germans came to escape Bismark's Excemtional =z

Laws. From Frange they came to escame the bloodbaths which folle&— |
ed the uprisirgs of 188% and 1897. Same came in answer to the '
hucksters falls to the "golden nation‘where money grows on traes.”

" good description of immigration is glven in “A Short Histcry
of Labour Conditions in the United States of America 1?89 to thef
Present Day (»ages 105 through 108) by “Jurgen Kuczynski, formerly
Statistician for the American Pederation of Labor. ‘

"From 1870 to 1880 immigration remained at the sams 1evel .88 @%

" from 1850 to 1860. About 2% million people in each decade came
to settle in the States. Between 1880 and 1890 immigratiqn f

almost doubled, but dsclined again between 1890 and 1900 tO ‘
over nggg;lian.....By the end of the century'more than fouruw;%g:

—

fifths of the immigrants werge’ 1iving in the North Atlantic
and Central States. In 1900 only about two-thirds of the

"npOQUIat;On were native born and hag native~born narents, 8 d

e i,
————
et o,




almost one-fifth of these were Negrées.

"The immigrants were all afcustomed to a lower standard

of living than that prevalling in the Unit-3d States. They

were, therefore, the 1ideal labor force for the Amerioan‘
employers who used them vartly as for exploitation, and at B
the same time as a means oz exerting nressure upon the

standard of living of theAmative workers .

"& number of companies/ sprang up- whose s0le-. business wasfméﬁr“%f

to organize the immigrants of laborginto the United States.

"It is quite interesfing to see how such companies worked.
They employed as thelr/agent a Government official who, of

i
course, had more meang of guaranteeing the necessary demand -

and supnly of immigrants. They deéi&red themselves ready to

supply every kind * labor required?so’that there need be no'j

shortage, and so/that workers shoul& be as little able as

H

nossible to p pressure upon the employers if they want an f:

imwr oveme of labor conditions. inally, they explain thatﬁz,

this s0 helps to equalize wage condltions in Europe and the

Upited 3tates; as they express it, iu will lead to higher wages

X

in Burope and thus hamper the compe&itive activities of Europe..

But what they and the employers really expect from immigration -

is an ‘equalization' which will low?r wages in the States.

"The direct advantages are these; (sostaﬁéd in their adver;
tisement) | \ ]
"1st. ¥t secures a supply of dgversified labor necessary .
to deY/;Qb the varied reSGurces of the country,- and
///tc/ggosecute every branch'of industry.

"ond. It offers facilltf%s for,large corvorations or snecial

1ndustrial interests to 1mport in sufficient quantiﬁg

R S
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"3rd. It gives each individual employer the opnortunity
of supplying himself with the exact number and des-
“cription of omeratlves he needs.

"4th. It will tend %o equalize the wvalue of labor in

Rurope and America, and thus by raising the rate of ww»
wages in the 0ld World, unqermine and finally destroy;}~

its manufacturing suoremacy." #* ///,//f””'

These background differences, no._ lonaef a factor gince

when low immigration quotas were establlshed, became the ”divide

and conquor" tactic used against trade union organization. Sccial~
~1st 1deas were labelled foreign. This is still the case taday, émx
for "good measure" is added the big 1iejof "Moscow agent“, wnich“

i3 smeared on Communlsts.

as being the most democratic. The aﬁid tbeat! in all stageé of“
American development brought the A%eric;nization 'squeege! tc all

.DGPSOHS from distant ‘shores. Ve %gd not think it cruel for a group

of children, or even grown-uvs, -t folloy a man Or woman drassed%inm#
BEuropean clothes and yell "gréenﬂfrn, greenhorn s at the top of %}
thelr voices. In these days of [jet prcpulsion world-wide standardu
ization of clothes is taking plsce. A new immigrant i1s no 1onger |
recognized by their clothes. The workmanship, color, artistry of ;

patiently'made, beautlfully h.rd-embroidered, in some cases hand ‘‘‘‘‘

e e

loomed linen native costumes,/ was not always admired. DBetter hidg'
them in some trunk because they are "foreign". Learn the fox tratﬁ',“
and how to jazz, your waltze¢s, mazurkas, polkas are foreign. . Ongﬁl?
today, when we are sure of four Americanization, with the everwhalM*
ing majority of the populidtion bef%m first and second «eneration

i

native born, with few immigrants coming leach year, can we call for

the building of a Museym of Immigration, at the foot of the Statna
* 4 Documentary Hisppry of American Industrial Society, 3




of Libverty. on Bedloe Island. We can
of the polka, even danced in Eurovean

and TV program.

now encourage the artistry -

costumes, on a popular radlo’ -.

-

i

1
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Socialism in America already had Q rich history When'Wag
became WVashington State organizer of. the SocialistParty in ____ %.
He used to recall that it was considered taking on greater respon-

31billty when anyone left trade union organlzing for Sociilaist Party’

organizational work.

Our young nation had exverienced many movements since its found-

ing. Utoplan Sociallst ideas were introduced in the 1820s and 503 in
19 cooverative colonies organized through the inswiratienzof Robert

Owens. Then large and small movements were organiz ed by many others,
including about 40 phalanxes by Albert Brisbane, the American deeiplﬁ*'
of Fourier. Religious colonies, Ponullsts, Greenback movement, -

Single Taxers basing themselves on_Henry George; the Nationalise‘
movement based on Edward Bellamy's book," Looking Backward) co-opera;>”
tive societies, Christiih Socialists, Anarchists, the Social Demo-,
cratic Society, the Sociallist Lsbor Par?y and many others had gxnmg r

angxdekingd mushroomed and decayed. Some split and reergenized; . .
: ‘ @ res |

I

o

others merged; some still remain as sects.—

#"7he SOClallStS exerted con31derab1e influence among unerganized

workers . kmxk8%E% This was partleularly true during the depression |
“which followed the panic of 1873, saysglra Kipnis'in his.book<ﬁThef;'

American Sociallist Movement 1897-1912. ?"The great movement o the
unemployed of 1873~1874 was led by 5 ciallsts. Early demenstratlans
were impressive, for for a time it ooeared that the Socialists would

establish firm roots among the working élass. But the American Soeie1~

themselves." %

® & :

%

Kete. Kipnis took this from Compmons, et. al,, History of Labour, II,
219-21.




(Gevelopment

INSERT Bogbaexrndx Marx on Amerlcan scene o? classeg - ;
dictagorshin ‘
all exceppts from : of the opro.¥

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
Letters to Americans 1848~1895 T e

.. March 5, 1852 (Marx to WVeydemeyer ‘

“,.Bourgeois society in the United Staﬁes has not yet develope&,

far enough to make the class, struggle ob¥ious and comnrehensible ... -’

‘%§%£E§XXEXXXKEM

"That bourgeols soclety in the United 3tates has not. yet
;ﬁdeveloned far enough to make the class struggle obvious and comprehensive% -
is most strikingly wroved by H.C.Carey (of Pniladelvhia) the only American

econo mist of importance. He attacks ﬂicardo, the most classical repre-

sentative (intervreter) of tk Dbourgeoisie and ‘the most stoical advarsagy“
" of the proletariat, as a man whose works are an arsenal for aharchi§§s,:’

soclalists, and all the enemies of bourgeois,gobiety. He accuses ndﬁ

4 fﬂonly him, but Mal thus, Mill, Say, Torrens, Wakefield, licCulloch, oenicr,

: Wakley, R. Jones, etc., in shor t, the economlic masterminds of Eurona, Qf

;the economlc bases of the different ckasses mu st give rise to a necessary
© and ever»graring antagonism between them. He tries to refute them, not .
Azlike the fatuous Heingen, to be sure, by Jinklng the 3 Exxxxkng existencen

of classes to the existence of polltical i ﬁrlvileges and monooolles, but

by attempting to demonstrate that economic donditidns -rent (1andlard

E'S

oroperty), orofit (caoital), and wages (wage labor) - are cqnditians of
‘cé-Operation and harmony rather than conditions of st?uggle and antagdyimn«i
ALl he nroves, of course, is that he takes the "undeveloped" social ccnﬂi4,i?
tions of the United States to be "normsl/” s%cialéonditions. |

43 for me, no credit is due me fon diséovering either the existence
of classes in modern socle ty or the /rug?le between them. Bourgeoi§A§“ﬂ

historians had described the historicrl development of this struggle Gf

the classes long before me, and bour560is economlsts had portrayed th&ir

cono mic zmkx ana tomy. What T q;ﬁ that was new was to prave (1‘




that the &XISTuNCE JF CLASSES is/bound un only with SPRCIFLC HISTORICAL

PHASES Lo Tl BEVELOPMENT JF PR
‘ (italics;y .
necessarily leads to the dictayar shin of the)ﬁroletariaﬁ, (3) that o

(italics '

DUCTION: (2) that the class struggle

&

this dictatorshio Ltself only constitutes the transition to the sbolition

of all classes and to a_cl sless society. ﬁeinzen, who deny not only:

the struggle, but even tie exlstence, of claéses, merely orove thét,qdesyite
&ll 2f thelr bloodcurgling velps and humanitarian airs, they reaafd thé
gaclal conditiong under Which the bourTeals e rules as the iinal @rcduct

1

the non plug’ultra (acme) of history, and that they are merely the servia

.

tors of thée bourgeoisie. ‘ g

ot

e




: November 23, 1871.
lte (look up date .

Earl Marx letter to F. B _ :
»f the Provisional rederal Council

Memb

H

wag founded in bbrder to set the real orjzan-

V_igation of the workinj clays for the struggle in the olace of the soclal- ™

ist or semi-socialist sedts: The original statutes as well as the

inaugural address shod that at 'a glance. Qé the other hand, the

“.International woudd not have been able to m@intain itsélf, if Fhe
course of hi ory had not alreédy destrcyed:sectarianism. The deVelo§~f'

“ment of -001alist sectarianism has alv ays beal inversely proportional

to at of the real labor movement. As long as the sects as justifled
(historically), the working class is still not ripe eno ugh for an
indenendent historical movement. As soon as it reaches this maturity,

i 2ll sects are essentially ré%ctionary. Meagwhile,.there has been

reneated in the history of the international what history »roves

. everywhere. The obsolete endeavors to re- e%tabllsh and to maintain

-
//

itself within the newly/géined form. f

~"And the hilstory of the international Was an incessant struggle 7f

i ! W,
try to maintain themselves agalnst the reai movement of the working?

¢lass within the“ihﬁéfﬁatienal.

Post ecript to letter states. !

i
]

"The oolitical movement of the Working class naturally has as 135”

»

.

L

of course, a mrevious organizablon of the WOPklﬂg class, developsed to a
certain degree, which arises of 1t°elf from the latter's economic strugxlcs‘-

font thie obucr hawd, hogever, QIQTY‘ﬂUJ“MeF“ in wilch She warklng class
B .

as a class faces the ruling classes and attemnts to force 1ts will upon

. them by sressure from.without, is a polit*cal movenent and in thls manner

.~.-there everywhere arises from tho acatterew economic movement Of tha

be



a movement of the class, In srder Lo fight for its interesfs in a
zeneral form, in a form which vpossesses géneral, gociolly comonlscry -
furce. L0 Suese awvensabs aco suvordlalibte to a certain previous
organirzation, they are just as much means towards the development of
the latter orsgsnlart on.

Where the workingglass-is not yeb sufficiently advanced in 1ts
orzanization , in order to undertake a decisive camnalgn agalnst the
mast under all circumstances be *rained for this by inces-zat:
aeitation against the hostile nolitcal attitude of the ru;;ng class

. - o
towards us. Failing, it ramains a plaything in the latter's hands.

- i




L ! ¢riticism of

INsSLRT ANAELS to Sorge P fermang ;nQWUS&)

4

Letters etc. o ' Henry George movemen’
) London, ? ’ ‘ %&ﬂpgﬂméj %ﬁaﬁﬁ:;)
‘p. 162 November 29, 1886 [ [ IR

//++., "The Henry (feorge boom has of courjse brought to 1light a collassal

Jmass of fraud, ani I am glad I 'was not /here. But in sn»nite of it% all it?

. was an ewoch-meking day. %l he %ermans Have not understood how to use their

theory as a lever which ooulé set th American masses in motion; theyjdoi
I .?
nat understand the theory themselves ﬁor the most part and treat 1t in &’

@é@trinaire and dogmatic way as someéhing that has to be learned. by heart, o
which then will satisfy all requirenients forthwlth’} To them it 1s a credo ~w:

and not a gulde to action. What 1

"Hence the American masses had to sleek out their own »ath and seem to have

ffaund it for the time being ir+*the Knights of?;ab@r, whose confused
confusion. But from all I hear/, the K.of L.,iare a real pawer, esoecialiy"
‘in New‘anland and the VBsT, AHA are becoméng:more S0 every day owning
~to the brutal ooonosition of/the canitalists. I Lhink 1t is necessary to
“work inside them, ta forp within this still qulte plastic mass & _.core af
neaple who understand/ the movement and its aifs and will thereby‘taxe Qver

‘the leadership, least a section, when the ;nevitably impending breakug;

‘of the prese‘t "order" takes nlace. The rottenest side-or tuc Keol L.~

WasS TLokd pol¢chai AGULIELlLLYs winCh nus resuited 1o tuser t.lCKEry on wue

pa ol Tie :.bWU.eI‘_LyS, etc. s DUB.vns L
; E &
“The first great step of importance for every couatry Lewly entering
! - S )
iato tiie movement 18 always Tue cuasuwuvldesun O wwv #USKEDS 88 an ioce-
Poatond pulsvaCldi paivy, 40 mEuuel JUub, Su .Lofng 48 U -8 a G.8.lNeT
. Ana
~PLers' parcy. XE ©L1S SLEp nas b&vﬁ?taKan, mucCa more ray;uiy Luan we '
. i
“had a right to expect, anu thuivIls une main uﬂ;né. what the first program

cof tuls parvy is Efi55/dbnfuseu aQ oXLremely deficient, olai 48 a8




éLso mereity transitory uvnes. rue masses must wave tlme and oygcrbunity;;ﬁ
te ucved p, und they can aave ule oypormuﬂ¢t§ onLy wuén tney'nave a mq#e%flsg
ment Ui Luoll el - NO MATTer -N whao +OF M 80 Lung 88 1T 184LOELT omm -
amovewelv - 1N .ea Jhey are urived ;uruneréby'cneir own wlsvakes aud

doaru Lulougl uvweil M. Staxes. Tue movement in America 1s at tne xkx

Same stvage as it was wib. ws veiore 134o; tm§ reéixy wnvestigent pé0p¢e!fhf

LiLBle wall LaI'sL LaVye BO‘giny Lo part piaﬁed DY Lue Oommun*stfuegauéwaﬂ
i . ' .
’amogg T..8 worxers' assoc.atloas veiore id&b.i nxcept tnat ia America
: uﬁw‘ﬁuiugs wiiy proceed inlinibgly Las.er; ior Lae moevement tu Nave
5a;neu such eiecvluaz suUCCosses atter scarce¢§ eight mogths ul axisten;&?i
48 whvaay unpaeceacntod. and what ;s svalld lack.og #1li oe sev going '
~y the bo urgeoislie; no~nsye il ;ne Wio.e wor¢u ao uvhey come oub 80

N .

sramelessey and Lyrann.cally as over Jhere, auu your Judges brilllantly

cutsbine Bismarckls pettifoggers in the Relch. Where the bourgeoisie -

———

~wages the strug leé by such methods, the strugﬁle comes to a decision -
*‘répidly, and if we in Eurove do not hurry uv the Americans will soon
ocoutdistance us. But jusgﬁkow it‘is doubly necessary to have a fgw n&épié
on our side who are thoroughly versed in théory and well-tested facticéj_;gf%%é
‘and can also speak and write English, because, for good historicél raas%ﬁs,
the Americans are worlds behind in all theoretical questions, and. while
ﬂfthey did not. bring over any medieval institutions from Europe, they'did
bring over masses of medieval traditions, religion, English cammen (feﬁdél
law, supersti tion, sniritualism, in shorf, every kind-of imbecility e

- which was not directly harmful to business and which is now very servieau(

able for stupefying the masses. If there— are people at hand there whosa

minds are theoretically clear, who Lan tell them the consequences of‘taaiﬁ
4 ; .
own mistskes beforehani and make clear to them that &very moment which doea




Letters -

Nov. 29, 1886 cont'd : = ?ﬂf
goal is bound to 3o astray and fall- then much nonegense can be avoided
ant the process considerably shortened. But it must De done 1In unﬂllsh,

the sseclfic German character must be laid aside, and for that the genéle~

o

‘ment oF the Soclialist hardly have the uuallfications, while those of the

N

%blkazei tung are cleverer only where business %s involved.

(italics

i

, | . (CRITICISH OF GREANS)
T : "“"MM

‘p 237 Znzels to 3orge !

London, Yectober 24, 1891 ‘ :
% - 3 LI T ) 3
"I can well believs that.the mor ema t over there is ebbing again.
Uver thsrs everytilng proceedswith great uns and downs. But every up .
wins grounds conclusively, and so one advances after all. Thus the

tremendous strike wave of the Knlghts of Labor end the 1886-1888 strike

movement has wut us ahead desnite all the recolls. For there is an

altogbther different 1ife in the masses tnan before. The next time even

- more ground will be won. But wlith all that the native American working-
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ilman's standad of living is
British, and that alone suffices to place him‘in the rear for still 'some
time to come.. Then therefis the commetition of immigration-and other
things. when tiie time comes tulngs will goianéédfover tacre tremendously
fast and energetically, but .t méyvtake some fime until suen. Miracles .

_ < : X .
happen nowhere. :nd then jchere .s tine misfortune ©f the arrogant Germans,

-want to play the schoolmaster and commander in one, and make the

natives dislike learning even the beft gthings from them...." )

s s e e cames i o e e oivts vt sorm i Sames o armafe




(crisichemegl T JuRasay),

’ (need for a native
Letters : American mbvement use

‘ ~ when talk of split with

BXEKS . ' | ) :

Engels to Nrs. Florence Kelley 'Vischnewetzky
Loﬁdon, February 9, 1887

p 169

"4s soom as there was a national Amerlcan workingeclass movenent,

indevnendent of the Germans, my standpoint Was clearly indicated by the facts

f

of the case. The great national movement, ‘no matter what its first farm,

kS

is the real starting point of American workingclass development. no

IS

eeesTALL my detters to Ameria...from the Very beginning, have receated-: f

this view over and over again. =RkxXxIx

,
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) & (theory)
L:etters (Americans hard to learn)

H

Engels to Schlueter, Longon, January 11, 1890 -

.."The American workers are coming along all right, but just
like the English they go thelr own way. One cannot drum theory into
‘them beforehand, but thelr own experience anditheir own blunders and
the resulting evil-consequences will bump thelr noses up against
“theory - and then all right. Independent peoples go their wn way, and
*AtheiEnglish and thelr offspring are surely the most independent of*thén
;all. Insular stiff-necked obstinacy annoys oﬁe often enough, but it .

also guarantees that what is begun will be cairied out once. a thing gets . - .

t
+
| /
1
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Letters | . ; (on 3rd party)
ingels to Sorge, London, January 6, 1892§
p 238-9 '
."You in America have.a movement that' moves in ups and downs,
- continually zives rise fo disapoointments, %and hence can easlly leéagy
. to pessimism., M

.*"There is no place yet in America for a third party, I belleve.

~ The divergence of interests even in the same class group is 8o great ié
‘that tremendous area that wholly different groups and interests are :J

-~ represented in each of the two blg parties,ﬁdepending’on the locélity, and

~almost each‘particulaf section of the possessing class has its reoresen-s -

. tatives in each of the two parties to a very large degree, though today
blg industry forms the core of the'Renubiicéns on the whole, just askthan
big land&waers‘gf‘ﬁhe South form that of thé Democrats. The avparent hap-
j;hazardness of this jumbliﬁg'%ogether ir is ﬁQgt provides the‘splendid.SQilw
i\for the corruntion and the pluﬁdering of thg government that_flou}ish thérai
80 beautifully. Only when the land =~ the public lands - is completely%ina
:the hands of the sneculators, 222 settlement on the land thus becomes mare\

B and more difficult or falls victim bo aouging - only then, I think, will

‘the time come, with pgfceful development, for a third PArty. Land is

A

the basis of svneculation, and the American SDeculative mania anﬁ~specula~f

‘tive opvortunity are the chief levers that hold the native-born workers in

«
H

“bondage to the bourgeolsie. Only when there 1ls a generation of native-born

- workers that cannot expect angthing from sneculatioh any more, will wefhave

"a solid foothold in America. But, of course, who can count on peaceful

* development in America! There are economic jumps over there, 1ike the .°

political ones in France- to be sure, they nroduce the/§ame momentary retro«

[

H

gressions. N | § |
"The sﬁall farmer and thé'oettﬁ U%ﬁrgeois'will hardly ever succeed in
 forming a Strcng narty; they consist of elements that change too ranidlyb

;t"e farmer 1s often a migratory farmer, farming two, three and'fbur fﬁrma




1 gaatosdalou to duitorent sbalus apl tovelborios, Lol crabion wid

bankruotey sromote the change 1n porsonnel 1in éach sroup, and economic

de endence upon the creditor also hampers inde;endencer-but o make up
for it they are s solendid element for £ politiolans, who speculate on-
their discontent in order to sell them out to cne of the big partie&#
~afterwardg. L ’ ? | o
"The tendacity of the Yghkees, who are evén rehasing the Gréenbadk‘
‘<humbug, 1s a result of their theoretical backwardness and their Ango-
axon contemot for all heory. ihey are ounlshed by this byf a super-

titious belief in every ohllosphlcel and econémic absurdity, by‘religioué

i

‘sectarianism, idiotic economic experiments, out of which, however,

certain boufgeols cliques profit.”

Y

&
%
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Kcriticism of Germans)

Pl

4
Letters, etc. ‘ § jﬁ fi/;%i$5$%
; e e i
Engels to Sorge . T {
London, VDecemnber 2, 1893

P.257

‘E".:-"The German socialists in America are an annoying business. The
jgoeoole you get over there from Germany are usually not the vest - =x» thoy
! stay here - and in any event they are not/ at all a falr sample of the
| German party. Mnd as 1s the case everyw ere, each new arrival feels

' himself called upon to turn everything he finds upsie down, tu%n;néﬂ,li
§? 1t into sométhing~gggm, 30 that a new 7ooch ﬁay date from himself,‘:'

Moreuver, most of these greenhorns remain Dtuck in New York for a 1ong?5

- time or for life, continually reinfOﬁFed by new additions and relieved -
i of the necessity d learning the lan%uape of the country or of @ettingli

to know American conditions oronerlf All of that certainly causes
1t N .
. muoh harm, but, on the other hand,/ﬁs not to be denlied that Amarican

- RS -
sk —— /

conditions 4involve £ very great an peculiar difficulties for a steady

development of a workers' party.

!
3
i
i
H

ased as inéEngland upon varty government,

"First, the Constitution,
which causes every vote for any oandidate not nut up by one of the two
governing parties to avpear to/be lost. And the American, like the 4
'vEnglishman, wants to influenceg his staté; he does not throw his vote away{

"Then, and more especiglly, immigration, which divides thé workers
into two grouns: the natiye-born and the foreigners, and the 1atter in
turn into (1) the Irisl, (2) the Germans, (@) the many small. groups, each
of which understands” only itself: Czechs, Péles, Italians, Scandinavians,
etc., And then e Negroes. To form a singie party out of these requires
" quite unusyally powerful incentiveéi ”dften there ;s a sudden’violengieégg,g

- but the bourgeols naed only walt passively, and the dissimilar elementskofw

tb» working class fall apart again, N
: .. f(over)

% - ‘. 4 Sty o

- e S



"Third, through the »rotective tariff system and the steadily raning
ﬁomestic market the workers must have been exnosed to a prosperity no
race of which has been seen here in Hurope fbr years now..

"A country like America, when 1t 1is really ripe for a soclallst o7
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Karl Marx and Frederick Engels kepﬁ in close touch with develop-
ments in the U.S A. During the Civil War,Karl Marx write for Horace

Greeley's paver _ ?«  They carried on extensive corres-~

vondence with German members of the First Internationsal who migrated -
to America., ﬁﬁxxkxxhé The followlrg excerpts from their 1ettef§,gx
although lengthy, throws'light on vroblems arising during that period;:i

Many are still plaguing us today.

“March 5, 1852 Marx to Weydemeyer f T =

Hovember 23, 1871 Marx to F. Bolte

e

e

November 29, 1886 Engels to Sorge ; —
Februafy 9, 1887 Engels tolErs. Floredée Kelley Wischnewetzky iﬁf
January 11, 1890 Engéls’ﬁo Schlueter | | ‘
January 6, 1892 Engel§ to Sorge ‘
N J"'December 2, 1893 | Engels to Sorge %

Who can say we have solved the questions of doctrinairism,
sectarlanism, proceeding with great yps and downs, humburg or

as Engels says about the Henry George Boom "a collassal mass of

fraud". The question of a labor party still commands our atten- -

tion, and theoretical backwardness/and “ﬁnglo~8axon contempt for ;11

{

all theory" is a dally part of ou# lives.
/ o I
Since #11 the above quotatigns are from "Karl Marx and Freder-

ick Engeis,Letters to Americans, 1848—1895“ which was copyrighted
in 1953, They could not serve as a guidé to Wag and other §acialists;

at the turn of the century.
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The Socialist Party was organized J@ly 29, 1901 at a joint

convention assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana. It consisted of

129 delegates; 70 coming from Hillquit’sﬁgroup, which was a spllt «e

off from the Soclallst Labor Party, dpminated by Danlel DelLeon.

There were 47 delegstes from Debs' group, which was an ocutgrowth

of the socialist Democratic Party, ?nd 8 were fro m smaller groups.

Ms t of the delegates were native ghrn, and three of the delegates

/ ,
were Negroes. Thilis is the first 7ﬁme Negroes were present at any
Soclalist convention. /

The American Socialist ParZ%, like others which were part of

the Second International, had wyihin it many and varying trends oﬂ?i;, 

fhought. Xkry Wag would tell éf the "silver tongued reformers";~éaﬁ‘~“

Party; the lensheviks in th¢ Russian Soclal Democratic Party, and. - =%
"Sausage" Socialists who were the Right-.
wing in the German 3oclalist Party. %
ag said
Many of the Soclalfst Party members/he met were members of labor
unions. Some were officials of Americanifederation of Labor Hocal
Unions. In the Fpée Speech Fights Jag participated in, he met many..

I.W.7. memberss who were also Socialists; He met Bill Haywood, leader
: : S

ern Federation of Miners, I.W;W. and later lNational Com- .+

i FIP |
! s

of the e

-mitteg member of the Socialist Party.
OngnBunistren

e
% A

weirodke Who greatly influ?nged Waghthinking was

Dr. Hermmn F. Titus. He met him in Washington State in 190% .
& -

¥

(Try to get some personal snnecdobtes from Hortense).
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)3
Kipnis -  Hermen F. Titus ‘ e
n 177 , ) V '

"The most complete exnosition of Left Socialist ideoclogy before the

. development of "industrial socialism" was made by Titus in a series of

articles entitled "Revolutionary and Reform Socialism" published in |

his paper between January and March 1908. 5The arguments were much -the

same as those developed by the Center Left in 1901 and 1002. Now, however,
the Center no longer accepted lts early anélysis. - o

"Titus contended that there were oniy fwo kinds of Socialism, refurm
and revolutionary. Fabian, Christian, utolan, state, and municipaiw* N
socialism were all forms of reform socialiém. They were prad ucts of

middleeclass struggle against monopoly, and not of working~class struggle

against capital. Revolutionary socialism was based on sclentific mﬁtha@

énd recognition of certafﬁ'ﬂcientifically éetermined facts. Tituﬁ fo‘uﬁd”
three key facts prerequlsite to an understandlng of the soclal brocesa,Af
(1) that the workers did not receive the Droduots they created, but only
a subsistence uvon which they might live; (2) that capital and labor - ~
were engaged in a class struggle which would continue as long as capitalism
“ existed; and (3) that the government was an organy of capltalist rula.;) ‘
"Pitus held that these facts demonstrated that the working class nﬁﬁd
need have no concern with the various reform movements and measures A

-which were the product of the quarrel betw;en blg and little caoi%ala -

as to who should have the privilege of robbing the. W@rkingclass," The;w;}

Sociaelist Party arganization must be based;on class struggle so that

all powers of government méy be won througﬁ Working;lass activity at:theiﬁ%
pblls. When the working class, through th? Soclalist Party, had swepﬁi
éhe country in the national elections it would use the power of~g0verné@,?l

ment to end capltalism and institite socialism. o

n "Eotwithstanding how 1t 1s sugarcoa éd; Sociglism will not go down

the throats of the workingclass until hey thopoughly understand what
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nionis »
P 178 -~ Titus cont'd o —

what 1t is and that they want it.! Failuﬁe tgxg;;e all party'activiﬁy”
on recognition o the QlaSS”stfuégle Would cause the Soclalists to go
the way of the Populists. The Socialist:Party, therefore, should
evote itself to educating the workingclass snd the membefsnof its own-
party in orinciples of scientific socilalism,)/ +es+The Left welcomed
middle-class converts to socialism, but iﬁsisted that they suppprt a
‘workingclass program, g A ; o | 2
ViffﬁNote p 27 | | N
: "One of the reasons why the R%éht wgng of the SP so consistently
outmaneuvered the Left wing was theflattef*s veristent refusal to réccgél
nize the fact that Hillquit, while continuing to give verbal sunport to
revolutionary sogielism, wss actuglly allled with the Right to cruéxthe
"pevolutionaries.” As late as July, 1908, Herman F. Titus, the lea&er

of the narty s Left wing in the $tate of Vashlngton, insisted that

Hillguit was the one revolutiongry member Of the Natlonal ixecutive ,Nngb

[N SEUS

. (Herman P, iLtus, "Executlve Part1a3~

'% Committee of the Socialist- Part,

\shin", The Socialist, Seattlej July 25, 1908)

. _),J'.'-, A
’Or:? SR T £

{E@“@&M "{ @m‘ ‘{. Akt W
"The Left held that all/wage labor was exploited, and it did not

5
matter to the vroletarit yhether surplus value was extracted by .. trusta ;&f g

| . 1%
little business, or government. The Socialist Party will gain the g§

the metanhysical probleff of S@Durat7ﬂ” the canitellst from ~“wl
Nor spimzixf® could the workingclass izgnore the class struggle

renudiate scientific soclalism in order~to join BryanéT%%ﬂgheoiﬂrGN
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Ira Kipnls in his bookon the American Soclalist tovemant,

has the following to say about Hermon Titus.

i

gquote 19 and 20

.,._._V\m\m- ) ; ‘3‘.2 i

The clashes between the Left-wing aﬁd Right-¥ing were very

sharp. Willlam Z. Foster, in his"History of the Communist Party
-in_which he and ‘Wag particioated, .

of the United 3tates" describes one incident/as"Follows: ™

- . : . ' f
"The first crucial struggle developed in the

state of Washington, coming to a éolit at the Everett
Convention;.held in July 1909. The leader of the left
was Dr. Herman F. Titus...The 1oc§l leader of the Right-
wing was Dr. E. J. Brown, a rank épaortunist... The imme~

diate cause of the split was a fight over control of the ﬁ <‘”~

+ .

conventlion; but the basic reason was a long developing , ?; 4

opnogition generally among the Left-wingers to petty

was a split and then two Socialist Péfﬁﬁes in the State.
The National Executive Commitbes recognized the Right-
wing force=z in Washingﬁon, although‘the Left clearly had
- " a gajority. Conéequently the latter found themselves out-
side the Party, most of them, including Fogter, never o1

return.” é

-

e

Ira Kipnls describes the iﬁcident n some detail.xx He also states,

that "According to 'Minutes of the Ngtional Executive Committee,

- i
/ . . . :

December 18, 1908, Socialist Party 3fficial Bullentin, April 30, 1910.,
> { ! . R . ;

In =wroportion to population the Lefﬁ-ﬁingiﬁashington Socialist Party
had the highest membershio and sacf;d,highest vote in the country."

The story follows: "

_ wpage 373 .
*% ibld page 373 : DL o




D 573 : ‘ y
"Accohding to "Mifuges of the Nﬁtional Executive Committee, |

Decenber 18x§1908 Soclalist Party Offld&% Bulletin, Anfil 30, fﬁgo,

6

Jashington baciglist Party Ynad the .1 hest m@mbershln and seé?nd highest

"u
B ™

(note on masze 373 Kipnis) \In »ronortioh to monulation the eft»Wi%g
vote in the country.

. xxﬁihxxﬂxzximmzkxﬁxgﬂkxmk&Eﬁxﬁﬁi&iﬁﬁﬁdxin

cd e

Since the events which ﬁmkkxwm occurred in Vashington state from .

¥

Mf;' three Well knawn members
- 1906 through 1909 led %m H “’Ti 8, Alfred - ”adenknechtwand
P %erﬁkﬁ@& ;éw&z ﬂ§ P L ¥ ﬁ%@%%ﬂﬁf/ﬁgaw g o
lilliam e Foster to leave the :o9iallst Party,;the latter never tc

)‘

.-

;‘n

retuxn,rit 13 1nverestmng“to relaée the’

iRt

"Late in 1906 the Washingtor Rightgfvainﬂ‘ Soclalists invited "’al’aar

- Thomas Mills €6( page 180 Kionig; ssmetimes minister, evangelist, andi u

legality. His trail in the sgclalist movement, which leads from Ghi@age:

fraud. In 1903, after the /failure of a series of socialist achocla,

from whlch, however,he ap» rently oucceeded in extracting a fair :;‘le“

’

his w»osid onéas Hational commltteeman from

orofit, lills began to us

Kansas 2s a credentilal for renting himself at fifteen dollars per day

to local »arty organ¥zationsand dlssident gsoclalist propaganda- c;ubs f&r

the purpose of fggtional activity.) to leave Chicdgo and take charge Gf

thelr camvnail

3

to gain contro 1 of their @tate s party. Nhen Mills arrived




p 373 cont'd

Pe suggested that a 'godl government! camnaign be offered in place .

" of the Left wing's effectivd fight for free speech, relief for the”°

unemployed, and union orgahization.  All %fforts_shmuld be concen~ -

trated on getting the support of 'solid, eérnest'citiyens.' Furtkerm@m;

sald kills, accevtancd of Socialist 1deology need not be a requirement'

for party membership. Everyone who voted the Socia list or Sociallstf

supnorted refg

ticket should have a voic% in party decisions., The 'p
‘sultant fac :

expulgions, and referendums.

+ 0f their own. A referendum of the state! simembership was held;%o;

determine. which of the two state commi tees had the support

be,a majority of the Soclalists. . Before tﬁe referendum could be

- completed, the Natl 1 Executive Committee declared it illegal

—and reccgnized the organlzation of the constructive Sociallsts.

~the struggle carried onlby the Bolsheviks 1ed by Lenin againsgt the

- Mensheviks, on what constitutes a party memoer. Lenin and the Bﬁl~

f?tt%ﬂaku&&mua

sheviks thought this question of such imnort&nce that/a

" in the Russian Social Democratic Party.

& ' E
& H

%
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It is forty years since the fﬂést crack was made in the
canltalist system. Iorty years is/a long time in an individual's
lifetime. 'Vag often exnoressed hig joys ét having seen Soclalism :, -~
established in the one-sixth of the world formerly ruled by Czars: i
His dreams became further realities when " millions of
neople in Europe and China decided to reblace caplitalism after

World War II. They established the tyoe of governments which would A

eventually grow into Socialism PlStOPlQallywSpeaklng, when we et

v
¥

realize that slavery lasted for yegrs, Feudallsm years,ié&
and capitalism in the U.S.A. /dates from 1776, when the 13 8olonies
revolted against Great Britsin and becamé a nation; forty jéa:s igi

'a very short time. .

It is, therefore, not a question ofESocialists like Wag think;j'(
ing everything the Sovigh' Union did was éqrfect. It was rather : ;
giving suopvort to a ngw social system whbse former vrivileged class

wanted to get back Anto the saddle, on the veople!s backs. There

was need for suyghort so encirecling nostlle canitalist countries

z et

;

could not stroy the Soviet Union. Capitalism always feared beingﬁf
to co-existence. The capitalist|world did send its trained

and armed might in 1918~ 19V9 to overthwow the weak and 1ndus~

trially backward Soviet state, established by the workers andgpgasaats..'

- The canitalists never wanted the veople in their avn countries to sos
- R % . . N N :M‘
and' judge for themselves how Soclalism works. This fear still haunts. -
themn. ' % \ .

"

The Socialist Party before 1917 did noét have any living‘examplesm
I

to give in answer to/i/gstfons. Here are a few which were askad ac-
cording to ?55,//ﬁght pgeple be lary ané refuse to work. . How ca

‘you do without the rich. Sunppse ¥here were not some veople to take

»

the money we noor people make, and sbendiit, thereby giving ugﬁ%érk;

how would we voor folks. then find somethlnv to do¥
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%11 1t work has been answered affirmatively, even though it

{
!

g0k the U.3.A until when Franklingb. Roosevelt was Presi-. .

dent, to reccgnize and establish.relation§ with the 3oviet Union.

We have not yet recognized the new social‘order in Chinag established
in +» How it will work is being answered in many ways. madh

country must work out its own problems on the basis of its own’ back~g

(

vvround, degree of industrialization it has been able to achieve,,the L

i 3

amount of democracy tk /gg;ple have been -able to win in the many years..

-the capitalist system had been in existenée. In other words the adl

.

vances made during th caoitwlism.to comnlete the bourgeoise damocratic‘.

3evolution.

mxoeriences 1n countries where the wcrkers, farmers and, demo-

cratically minded people have taken power.shows that there are some ;

-

"pasic Marxist-Leninist ﬁbéOries which have to‘be followed to make

,u

.advances. Une such basic conception is that since large scale modern

T,

industry is run socially, it should be owned socially, and not by
- individuals for thelr own personal prof iﬁ. The land should be given

“to those who work on it. However, eventuéily to maké 1life easier,'

¢

advantageously use large scale machlnery, ‘and secure greater nroduc~

-tivity, producers co-oneratives should be established. Large scale

collective farms come later. The oppressed minorities, vhether they
t |

have a different language and culture, oria different solor skin, muat

end. A new constitution basing 1tself on, the new organization of soeiety,

and new way of life, eventually has to be. 1ntroduced and voted on by

v
'i -
C

the neoole. o

H
i

<.

#L‘@.,

These were not the questio%s troubling the Socialist Party/gﬁﬁly

part of the century. Since the; was quite resnectable we can ga

. w a -
to the Saturday Evening Post to fing- outﬁgsii 1909 that maoazine asked

ten leading members of the Sociallst Party; J. Mahlon Barnes, Victor
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Berger, ternard Berlin, John C, Chase, Eﬁgene V, Debs, Robert Hunter,
////filliam ailly, Upton 3inclair, A.H. Simons, Gaylor Wilshire, "whét'1 
steps they would take to establish the co ope rative commonwealth
if their nqrty were to win the Pr981dency and a majority in Congresswi
The majority of the replies were not arefaced with a declaration
thas Soclalism would not come via a Soclalist Party sweep oprclitieél~3
‘offices. Rather, they said, it was now éoming through those reforms'kw
which were making the country's »olit ical life more democratlo, anﬁ
through an extension of municipal and government regulations and .
ownershin. : § >£ﬁ;%}
"They further said that if the Socialist Party were suddenly
to win public office it would continue dévelopment of the co—opera~:g)
tive commonwealth already taking place through the gradual x:ﬁm:'chase’"’-"‘::‘h~
‘of the major trusts at full value. Only E “uvane Debs held that if the
party won comnlete victory it would ‘doubtless proceed by leg&l and

orderly means to abolish the capitalist UOllth&l state and establishi

an industrial democracy— that i1s to say, they will subplant the
canitallist government of men with the democratic administration of
things.' He continued that the new Socialist societj would thenytéka
over as ranldly as nossible the ess ential means of 300181 mroduction,
beginning with the monopolles. Debs did not specify the means by *
which -the monopolies would become public property, but his p&si%?on
on that subject was well known - confiscation. The answers furnished

by the Socialist leaders and orinted by the Post were of a nature(%»f’

which nermitted that magazine to comment: "We leave it to our

‘readers to judge Whether the preachers of this new gosnel have afcﬁré

\\

L3 ; i
&
#Ira Kipnis Page 221, also Ris veference "Practical. u301alism, Is
(Hav 8,1 90 o
8,9, 85

.There Any Such Thing?
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After the formation of the |
Zvening Post had another method/
on the
They had their “"experts"/do thg
experts who yare so prejudiced and Opoaued3to Gommunism, they taket,
a8 kkmkx gospel truth the fagt that all Gommunists are “foreign
agents"
After reading this gettion of Nr, Kimnis's book, Wag made a
.note to the effect that /'the cavitalist system has travelled[quita
.Some distance since those days. They have accepted “creeping Social~f;

.ism", Not only FDR (Franklin D, Roosevelt) but Bruman and even'Taft”

Yes, cevnitzlism and theilr spokesmen have been forced by the workers and
/ the reforms of 2
-all ppogressive peOple ta accevt/’creeoxng Soclalism'. But dont touch
thelyr monopolies. And as long as the reoresentatives of monopoly &ra
«in the saddle why should they worry." % |

Nr. Kipnls in his book says: " quote b 117 -gee attached)
!

This Right-wing thinking-came from th% new members joining'its

_ranks. Br. Foster desciibes them as follo%sx "The Party was alregdyw
attracting a large and motley array of docéors, lawyers, dentists, |
:nreacbers, small busxnessmen, and other refenmers and opportunists.
‘These elements, the radical wing of the city middle class, then being%
,crushed by the advanciggwgrusts, hoped to make use of the oroletarimn

membershlp and following of the Party for ;heir ovn ends, and they:V
:descended upon the Soclalist Party in foree. By concentrating upon B
'kinnumerable opvortunist nartial demaggs and by damning down all militant

'struggle and revolutionary propaganda they were transtﬁming the Party~

into & vehicle for middle class referm.*

: } L
Foster's History page 101 . R
fonie . : : - S
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Kipnis
11 7

“The Right wing of the Sgcialist Party agreed with much of the

early Center-Left theory. ¢n such matters. as the failure of capital-

lsm, the futility of trust~busting and reg@lations, and especially

,the need td canture the /overnment through‘the election of Sociélistslp

to public office, thefe was litvtle that dvstinpu1shed the thﬁee vﬂaz“byE

factions. But there were sharp differences on other matters. 4And be--

I ¢

.fore many eleefions had gone by, the Center mim accested more ,

and more Sf the Right analysis as more “pr@ctical” for a party éevateéﬂ‘

Y to gdecess at the polls. |

i

s

“The American Right wing made no secﬁet of the source of‘i%s
ideoclogy. The rise of the relatively oriv1leged leadership of ﬁhs
craft unions and of the new middle class-the professionals and.relar

tively high-paid salaried wmployees-had oeen accompanied by attamnts"

to revise Marxian teachings to meet thelr needs and ambltlons.u

—
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By 1908 there were 300 preachers , with other professional

Amon
grouos in pronorticn in the Socialist Party. / the %illionaires
were

Socialists kmmimamd Stokes, Walling, Loyd, Patterson, Huntef, and

there were others. .o

The Socialist Review f
According to Mr. Kipnis's book "Tﬁg\Iéfb«

» §

P

)508-9 Kipnis = 1deology of Left ; e n A
: So0m28y o s S

i%

"The Left declared that the nroleta iat wuld furnish its own

* e

political and intellectual lesders. They might not have the questianaﬁlﬁ'

'Advantage of a college education, but Ehey'would have learned from&heir%
‘daily life the facts of the class stryggle énd economic determinismm"&

Every day theY witnessed unemnloymen?/and poverty contrasted with over~f

‘Droduction and wealth and therefore needed no metaphysical 1nvestigation

faf the truths of scientific soclialisgm in Whlch intellectusal leaders were

Fot

perpetually engaged. The revolutionarles found that socialist prosa~ o

ganda written by intellectuals co7cerned itself With answering the ob}ecvk
tlons of members of thelr own clags. They! claimed that the nroletariat
was not interested in. whether s cialism would end graft, kill incentive%*w

 break up the family, or destroy/religion. :Nor was 1t concerned abmutatha

"smiritual significence of soclfalism". Proletarian propaganda would be -

"~ directed atzrousing class congciousness and strengthening class solidaru
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The literature which the 3ocialist Pdrty nublished further added

to the confusion. "In 1904, when the Darty'had 20,000 members, it

had sbout forty dseily, weekly, and monthly papers and magapines., In 5

1912, with membership climbing over the lOO OOO mark, the narty boasted

The national office

ten English and two foreign—language monthlies.

Y

sent out weekly mimeogranhed-ﬂprOEQOaﬂda arti&les to 400 oogialist,
" union and other navners which agreed to print at 1east one article &
week, and im—1911 it began to keev a press representative in WaShingt§n:?
"during Congressi onal sessions.” (Kionis nage 247) | E
The news»avners were all orivately owﬁed. "The Left wing tgok’

.cognizance of the fact that most Soclalis t newsnaper owners and editors

i Lo
M 1

belonged to the middle claés and tended to publicize theories and

(XY

policies of a non-Marxist, reformist character.” (Kinnis p 248)

The Left-wing »ut uo a struggle at the 1904 Convention in San.
for an official.” é\ﬂﬁf’
Francisco k docialist ?arty mﬁﬁkxxxiix nresg., The motion waa

defeated on the grounds that the editor_g- ‘of such = party vress waulﬂQH
be able to dictate narty volicy. The real reason was that the uenterhw

group in the Socialist Party did not want ; to weaken ths in fluence\'”“”

.of such papers as the New York Worker and the Ch1cavo oocialist, whidh;ﬁ
represented thelr vosition. A constxtutional provis ion was aQOpted

fobidding the National Committee to 0ub1kﬂ1 @ desigﬂafé an offlcial PO

\‘.

narty organ. ‘Vhen a Center- nght wing coalltlon wanted to establ&sh B

such an organ in 1909, the Left-ﬂ1ng uxzd ' had an instrument to stap

ther. .‘: ‘
| . Chxcago ;aMW*®’{*% thﬁ%‘w,&% @} .
Charles H. Xerr in wwsu&nw&mQQE%&ntfsublishéﬁ& They

orinted the International b001al“Reﬁvew, ®ik® which engoyed &Wﬂlréﬁi

lation of about 200,000, and ordrr gAT TH T

wing esaitnh. support. Kerr alsc opr

.

o

ther theoretical works.
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Tehuckle” out of this one: |

Bimxg Wag, like many o¥her Soclalists, did a great deal of work for'

the "Aoveal To Reasqn”

.,

24

—

¥2g liked to mark, clip and keep what hé considered well written

1

ns. Some even clsshed with his ideﬂs. He got quite a

¢
4

"Inegvitably, the world's fujure deﬁends on ideas. The man

[ J———

whose political philosophy /has tr*umohed over half the globe
rarely moved from his chalf In the reference room of the British
Museum. If we are effectively to combat the ldeasof Karl Marx,

! /
we can do it only with ofr minds and splrits, not with jet plane:

for statesmen or soldiefs.”

[N

1

tht¥ movper, its ogrém and policies,iwould heln.&ﬁuunderstand t

hd
b .

Julius A. “ayland, a oublisher was dete!

efy? tHe American socialist movement.

\

s,
e
e




Kipnis

b 44 Julius A. Yayland, a oublisher deterﬁine@wgingiéﬁﬁﬁdedly to

"Yankeefy " the American soclalist moveﬁént. Beginning as an unsuccess-

- 3 P

: ful Indlana s1371 Lown ne”spaner editor, ana tren a@uieV1ng some T
.. Success as a job printer in Pueblo, Colorado, Julius klyland finally
s%ubbled bnto the real estate smeculation which by 1890 hod madg him
a small fortune. In that year a Pueblo shéemaker, probably a‘Fabian_f
.soclalist, saw in Yayland's symdathy'fo striking railrosd workers,tgif"
base on which he could builld a socialipgt edifice. The sneculﬁtgr |
emerged from the srotracted debates with the shoemaker with a aéraﬂglf
»Qif somewhat hazy conviction that 330%alismémust replace capitalimnﬂ'
He immediately closed his real estat% office and gave full time to |
"$rying to get my nelghbors to see the t%uths i have learned". - (His. .
own guotation from Wayland's Leaveg of Lifg). Wayland had absorbed

* e P

Aencugh socialist theory, however, /to conclude that the American econamyﬂf

was about to go through another cpisis, and in 1892 he began £0 turn&p;s

property into cash. Always a hard-headed iusinessman, he accepted

it BT

aithey"were gold standard men and/ should be given a taste of their own‘jﬁw“
| medicine.” The panic of 1893 [ found soclalist speculator “ayland o

with eighty tqwusaﬂa dollars in gold aaohed away in safety denosit
" bx es, ready to beglin his cepreer as a soclalist publisher. 3~

"During the election dampaign of 1892 Wayland had undertaken

- the publication of a locgl labor vaver. Within three months he had .
boosted its clrculatioyw from a few hundre& nonnaying to 2,700 payiﬁgA
subscribers. In Yepfuary 1893, he moved ﬁo Greensburg, Indiana, Where;“

he established Tie Coming Nation, a socia%ist weekly which had its M ;

largest cirgdlation among left-wing “estern: Populists. The Coming
2 : L
dirte success, and by July, 1894, Wayland was ready

7 Hatlon #s an imme




—

Jayland's ’ '
Leaves of ..ife describes The Joming Nation as a four-nage weekly selling

i
[

;af a subscrintion onrice of 50¢ a year. No figures are avallable on its
circulation, N.W. Ayer and Son's American Newspaner Annual for 1895
{p 189) describes its volitical position axm "Nationalist", not as

"Socialist.” : | T
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Kipnis

n 45 contd :
to take the next step in the classicai utépian pnattern, the founding
of a co-onerative colony. Ruskin Colony,festablished in Tennessee

City, had as its main entervrise the publﬁcation of the Coming Nation.

Although the pgggp/égitinugd to thrive, t@e colony was soon torn by

the dissension accompanying most utonian ventures. “Mthin a year
| hs

“3F e - ) (3
Jayland had packed and left, leaving the colony his paper and nress.

"A month later-the.first issue of hisfnew naner, The Apveal to
Secasyn, was mailed from Kansas Cit&, and'éffew months later the
Appeai was established in its pnermanent hcﬁe'in Girard. From that
“- small hansas town its nointed paragra-hs, éasy st7le, and constantly

relterated message were to make 1t the trail blazer of the soeialist
movement throughout the cog?tryﬂ Fith a circulation that in a

decade grew to 260,000, the Peform soclalish o the Appeal did much
to set-the tone of the American socialist ﬁovement.

P248 |
o "In 1908 The Apneal to Reason had a weekly circulation of almost
four hundred thousand. |

Tlithout uestion the mos successful of ...all the sociallst
paners was Julius ﬁayland}s Appeal to Reason. Simple and direct in
style, gensational and muckraking in asora ch, with a subscription price
of 25¢ a year, the Avn:eal maintained a ciréulation that usually varied

between 300, and 500,000. As a vromotor of newsvaper circulation Waylaad'i

"had few equ:sls. The low price coupled with contests for steam vaehts,

1

trips to Eurooe, bonuses, and commissions enabled him to orgamize tens . .

~of thousands of Apneal reads and most party organizers into an "Apveal

Army"? nervetually engijed in selljing subscrintions. For, as the-Tg. -
& :

"Appeel Army® was informed, socialism could not be won through violence

but only through “the Book and the Ballot.?  Special exposé issuss,

>

|
!
3
!
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issues, such as that LI Deceuwber, 1905, ongtrnst& somebimes g¢.d &s

)

- ey as thres million conies. Urders for,bundles of lhundreds of
Tghousonds voule “oui/gr for wechs Vefore publlcatlon, and v1rtually

i
i

~the entire adutf/ggpulation'of Girard, barvas, vonld e eniased in ? o

wra»ping and mailing.”

Yoy, s :
4(%‘—\.. '«g «,)xu\ ~ {\{’” E {é"{ %&/{'f’{}: 7 L Y. A '.«..»w ?\%Xé {% jw_ i‘y . :{;

o y

P
& i"\g’\?m-uﬁ*‘ql\k(" {,m et z éﬁ“mﬁl‘i@ bt ;
j e e »ﬁwf@, uuz‘ Tt *«f AR A+ BARCL
i&gmﬁe%%uﬁﬁﬂ%”

always ,*if
Yag's contention/was that we had lots to learn from the Avpeal =~

to Reason, regardless of its many faults.’ He felt the paper knew .

how to crusade on an 1ssue, xm&xkxmxmxmx&&xxhﬁ He would tell how

‘,cn

<

*hﬁ ixxu entire issue wauld be taken un wich one gquestion, and then 'gi*i
fwe following issues would do the same. ;his would dramatize &he -
issue and mske 1t nosst ble to 3et Deonlefto wor¥ for the

—In building circulation: Wag would tell héw the Apnmeal to
would advertise for gome time in advance ghmmxx:

Isgmwe which would be "crusading for an issue”. They would ecall far,

swecial bundle orders, and 1t would not be hard to get neonle to

.
4

azres to buy bundles, and then go out and sell or distribute the

papers, at the same time talking about the issue r aiued.ﬂ “he Low-
: -,4;3”, an 5, %ﬂ, 'c .

St G Y0 Capgaiedtny  aub-

A

orice of tae naner ATEYLE s lble

serlation salesl And Wag liked the sxmole, dramatic way in which it

.wag written. é
b "‘/‘\, '

l"”he Appeal was bly edited by Fred D.é.arren, who continued to
sublish-the Haper after Vaylana committed sulcide in 1912. the flrst
page, when not devoted to some oaf%ﬂcularly colorful exnose of cor-

runtion ramocant in trustified America, ﬁas made up of an articlefbyg

H

- I~ ( o i A Ons Dn
Fugene Debs and a series of one-and two-paragranh obenr7§§i 23
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Kpnis - Jont!d
n 249 ) ' ’ “
haovenings of the week and the obvious adﬁéntages of soeialism. Thus

3

"You think the right to vote for public Officers enlarges your

liberty and makes you a uane man, and also that to vote on who

shail be your boss at the shop, what hours you should work and what
should'be done with the earnings, would curtail your liberty and out
you on a level .ith your employer. You certainly have a great mind."”
nd, “"Industry.is in tﬁeghands of the worke rs and out »f th; hands
of the capitalists naw . All that stands between the workers and

‘industrial freedom are vaner walls known as titles.”

s

“The inside pages were devoted to descritplons of hw soclalism

would benefit the farmer, worker, small businessman, nrofessionals,

‘women and children, inciuﬁing detalled descriotions of 1life in the

new soclety. In addition to nicﬁures of tﬁé“good 1ife to come for

i
{
i

all as soon as socialism was voted in, inside pages also carried

1 : .
mackraking articles and »republication serialization of such books

as Uoton Sinelair's The Jungle, and “ustavus Myer's, Hisbory of ﬁne

United States. ) %
*In his use of the naver as a sourcé of advertising revenue,
,ayland was unscrupulous. (llote: In 1906 the Apreal had an income

he World's Work, XI April 1906, 7451~52). - The faith of its readers inzﬁ

hﬁd investigated and found valid virtually every enkteroride whidh tookw\ww
full-nage advertisement. Anneal reﬂders were told, indeed guarante&i
hat the purchase of advertised gold étoc patent maedieines, and
farm co-overatives were sure escanes from the trials of wage slavery.'

hus a tyoleal advertisment trumoeted in two inch Ietters that tsok‘u
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@\u&mzﬂ HEY HAD to go into the

M m basement of the State Libra-

h ry at Sacramento to find the

o dust-covered files of The Ap-
peal to Reason,

The pages of the volumes the young

man laid on the iable were yellowed

There wao and

.

ey

Lut they breathed the life of another BY STEVE
day,

The words of Eugene Victor Debs
came up like torches from the crowded
yages of the most widely read radical
puatlication in the nation’s history.

The issue of May 2, 1914, shouted
with indignation at the news of the
Ladlow massacre. “Rockefeller’s Gune

There was,
redoubtable supporters, Louis Klame
-roth, who rode a bicycle all over the
United States and Canada seeking new
readers. He was pelted with rotten
eggs, struck down, clubbed, drenched
with fire hoses and water buckets. He

p

men Miuder Women and Children In p
Culoradn,” ssid a bavmer line (in red) was arrested and deported. But in hig
sreiocs Page 1. time he personally sold more than 100,

000 subscriptions, ta The Appesl to

¢ m_,&;m,:mﬁ

the Hope of the World,"

£aid a.Page 1 streamer on Jan, 27,

F912, ¢ T : ’
RN 3 3 1
S S B4

to ecite one of the Eomn/,

[T
“Aboul @ tho vealy gocd men Nm.:
wha bave over .Lved havs be

in pris R —Ebert Bubbad.

gine a U.S. paper espousing socialism
which hat a paid circulation of 500,0007?

it lived for 27 yeors

MURDOCK

Julius Augustus Wayland, a roving
printer from Versailles, Ind.,, who con-
‘reived Appeal to Reason, hore it and

uE.wmQ it ﬁz,gmw adversities that have
rich parallels’in the struggles of to-
day’s_progressive publications to stay
alive, \ 3

.

@a VENTY reavs azs 1hls
{ mmeh of b!—:‘ »mea @

SEVENTY YEARS: » Em& ETu%M

i

' ‘Appeals circulation. There always ree
mained a close relationship between
the paper’s readership and Debs’ votes.

“The Appeal, born before there was a
Socialist party in-the U.8; saw the
Socialists in the paper’s heyday elect
a thousand minor candidates throughe
out the nation,

Yet there were limes in Girard when
Wayland’s children were hooted by
their schoolmates and when, as one
writer put it, “hate and suspicion
hemmed him in"”

1

It was in such a moment of adver-

sity in 1901 that Wayland, after seve-

eral

most eredit for the paper’s subsequent

‘growth-—Fred Warren, an editor who

will go down in histery as the: man

atlempts, brought to Cbrard to.
stay the man who has been given the.

H

who rety uma a Zs ed’ ms::va fo the.




.:sn enﬁ.&»ﬁﬁ% the sequittal 3@5%&.

Jdahe, of Big Bill Haywood, Charles '
_ Moyer and George FPetlibone, labor

leaders chavged with having murdeved
former Gov. m.enzx
Jddaho. -

This weekly 3@5.%365 lived for uﬂ

Fears on the U8, scene. In ils hey-
€ay it had a paid circulation in excess
£f 500,000, This meant a regular read-
ership well in excess of a million. Seve
eval specia]l editions went over the
three wmillion mark and &t least one
was over four million. In 1912, The
Appeal's greatest year, it published
$6,021,000 copies, |

It teok four solid mail trains of 10
ears spiece te haul some of the spe~
cial editions of The Appeal out of Gi-
rard, Kansas, the small town that was
its home for almost all of its life, -

Its staff included in ils best years
yacre than 100 men and women. Its
nailing costs and payrell each amounts
¢d to more than $1,200 a week.

The Appeal in its great days re-
fuired 10 barrels of ink, six carloads
of newsprint, 3,000 iailbags and 10
U.8. mail cars for a single regular
edition. There stands in Girard today
2 trim federal building built with The
Appeal's $25,060 a year postage bills.

QOKING at those yellowed pages

one cannot but regard with rev~
erence the organized army of more
than 80,000 workers and farmers who
gave this paper at the peak of its
restige the biggest circulation of any
Bovialist paper in the world at that
time.

In 1901, for example, 1,200 readers
of The Appeal pledged five new sub-
geriptions a week for an indefinite
period of time. Fourteen years later
there were still 19 of that original
group who never failed for a single
week 1o deliver at least five new sub-
geriptions. It was not unusual for
farmers 1o consign the proceeds of say,
zn acre to The Appeal.

In 1932 The Appeal had 59,000 sub-
scribers in  industrial Pennsylvania,
44,000 in Obio, 43,000 in Kansas, 33,000
in Texas, 26,000 in Culifornia and at
Ieast that many in Oklahoma.

4 MAGAZINE o '

wgcdosuﬁ.m. of

mﬁ.,,,z and hamlet in the Eu&.‘ .w,:m%
solicit subscriptions, sell “and’ distrib-

- ute doowaanw on economic topics on
every Em:éw% They s.owx eﬁgo:n

money m.:& «ﬁﬁwozw N:.mra eed”
F ONE of the less spectacular edi-
tions of The Appeal were delivered
to your door today you might be
somewhat puzzled to understand the
extent of its popularity, Its small

ﬁv@a and crowded. columns, typical of

several 3,.33, vzﬁw&:ﬁ kaiﬁ.ﬁ m_.a
an all-fated experience with a coop~

erative colony at Ruskin, Tenn,

Debs' name first appeared ovey ms,

article, *“Money Power Exerts Bar
baric Sway,” _s gm edition of Oct.. um.
3895, -

The William qw:i:mm Bryan enthus
siasm of 1896, which saw the Populist
movement swallowed up in ithe Demo-
cratic party, almost swallowed bﬁvomu
to Reason also, Wayland suspended

This. is another in @ series of articles published in con-
nection with the' 17th anniversary of The Daily People’s
World and the ecurrent campaign to increase its circulation.
Next: The People’s World and the Labor Movement.

’,

a more leisurely day, might be as dif-
ficult to understand as the informale
ity of its content,

Talke, for instance, this news item
from the Jan. 20, 1912, edition:

“Comrade O. C. Wilson has been
thrown in jail in Muscatine, Towa, It
is just what he deserved. He had
helped the striking button workers,
and if this was not sufficient reason
to jail him, what further crime must
he commit to merit imprisonment 7"

Having indulged in irony and pre-

sumably brought a smile to the lips,

of the reader, The Appeal ‘then deliv-
ered the body blow: “The authorities
at Muscatine are simply making asses
of themselves.” i

You don’t hardly ever see that kind
of journalism any more.

Or where today would you find a
quarter page advertisement from the
Burlington Watch Co. headed, “Fight-~
ing the Trust! A Socialist éwﬁo: at
an Anti-Trust Price!”

Or where, in 1955, would one find
a publisher who -won his fame penning
epigrams such as the following from
Appeal's issue of Jan. 13, 19127

“The new census shows a rapid in-
crease in insanity in the Uniled States,

An insane system is sure to make in-

sane people.”
Such was the stock in trade of

publication briefly, moved to Girard,
ahd resumed publication on April 3,
1897, Q:.&:Q was from that point{ on
The >UUom~.m home,

Circulation had reached 45,000 when
the Spanish-American.-War resulled in
what one of The Appeal's historians,
George Allen England, calls a “stame
peding of public opinion into jingo-
ism and national insanity.” Circulae
tion dropped to 22,000,

Wayland, however, was a man who
gould survive adversity. England tells
of the earlier time when Wayland was
publishing a Republican paper in a
Democratic section of Missouri:

“Carpet-bagger was the mildest of
many iterms of abuse applied to him
. « » Many a time he was threatened
with personal violence and even death.
Once a mob roped him around the neck
and falked lynching. At ancther time,
utterly unarmed, he stood off a sherift
and a mob by merely reaching for his
(empty) hip pocket and cooly an-
nouncing he would perforate the first
man who should advance a step.”

IRCULATION of The Appeal was
on the climb again at turn of the
century. The 96,878 votes Debs polled
for President on the Social Democrat-
j¢ ticket in 1900 was just short of The

. mining towns of Colorado and Idaho..

an ;&cam&czw young Hoearst n@aﬂ?
named George H. Bhoaf to abamion a.
promising career on The

for The Appeal in the violence-ridden

Appesl civeulation climbed to 150:
060 and kept on going. A columnist

named H. N, Richardson, writing un«?
der the name of Hot Cinders, caught+

on. Debs for a period became a full

time contributing editor. By 1903 cig-.’

culation was up to 250,000, P >

In 1905 The Appeal made journalise
tic, and publishing, history by seriale
izing Upton Sinclair's novel, *“The
Jungle.”

Two U.S. Presidents, William Hows
ard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt, toult
healthy swats at The Appeal during
their administrations, In 1912 Waye
land, Warren and Debs found theme
selves charged with sending “impioper
matter” through the mails. The “mat-
ier” was a series of articles exposing
*yile conditions in the federal peni-
tentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas,” |

This was typical.
Mann Act frameup (subseguentily ¢one
fessed as such), it proved too much
for Wayland., He committed suicide
Nov. 12, 1912, The Appipl noted he
was “hoinided.to death by the relente
less dogs of capitalismu”

e,
i,

HE APPEAL lived for another dee=

ade, but 1912-—the year Decbs
polled 900,000 votes-—remained the
high point. The various prosecutions
and repeated efforts to revoke its
mailing privileges failed, but the ime
pact of World War I proved the death
biow. X

After a period as The New Appeal,
it passed from the U.S. scene on No-
vember 23, 1922, being replaced by The
Haldeman-Julius Weekly.

The Communist leader William Z,
Foster describes it as ‘“a very aggrese
sive organ, with a mixed policy of ope
portunist socialism, populismi and mili=
tant unionism.”

The National Guardian says it “gave
American socialists, populists and pro-
gressives just about the greatest rua

anybody ever gol for his money in-;

the press.”

Yriday, Maxch 18, 1955

Chieaga. '
American and become 4 correspondent

Coupled with & -
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1@ entire back rage of ond issue:

don't be a wure slave

“n

‘hile you may earn from $3,000, OO to ;5,000 a year

Simnly send the ‘coupon for this fres book =~

H . -

How to beoome a mechanﬁ_therapistn e
Be indenendent, throw off the bonds of slavery.
' /

- you mxy have |
An honorable and profitable career to gain"

You have but your chains to lose

(all in caps...cd) '~\\

“o.,+" The anmeal was sharply attacked...vart to jealousy... L

~and for its lack of cublicity of the Socialist Party, its "iltra

ecanltalistic business kuxgbﬁéthods”, fits n§g:gf~%hé’§5;€;’to T
“bulld the Appeal instead”of“vice versa,wité reformist asproach ; 255'
to sociaiism, and its eﬁnloyment of‘salesmeﬁ who brought the kEJ;@,

socialist movement in disrewute. The criticisms were frequently

;justified, but no other paper brought the first inkling of soqialismﬂ
}Qto 80 many, or mobilized warty members ip as many campalgns against~¥fj
% 1sbor frame-ups and govermment and busi ess corruption.

(Note. In the 1910 Congressional elecu}on, the five states which

. |
polled the high socialist vote of éV,bOO to 60,000 each,also hqd‘AypeaL

~ eirculations which ranged from 24, OOQ/to 41,000 (W.J. Ghent, " The Anpeal.

and Its Influence", The Survey XXVI; April 1, 1911, 25) " RS I
/ : ’ ’
/

P 339 (put in somewhere above)

550 local unions vought subscrinficns to #he Apoeal for their

'
i
i
i

40,000 meubers. %ﬁ o

e
o
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Spfaicknyxakxxgtaxfemark et xxExrkeeXXOREXALXXAR ' co-workers

reXated the following story at Wag's memof;al service. He had met
Jag in Connecticut in . He was very much interested in the
Jewish . VWag zave him a cooy of The Appeal to Reason

:

and: spoke with great enthusiasm of the paéer and the issug that was
raised. He found Wag'!s sentiments so sinéere that he later got

interested in sSocialism, JOined the Exmmnmixk Socialist Party

&

and becasme one of its eftww1ng. ;
— § s

(¥uckraking and Lincoln Steffens)
' |

Gther papers and-magazines with wide'circulation wereThithe
Jewish Dally Forward, 200,000, National Rip Saw, 200,000; Wilshire's
Magazine, 270,000, - . |

* R PR

There were many penny, nickle and diﬁé'namohlets. Practically

every platform speaker of the 8001a13?arty got out his own pamphlets.\w
ERT %*3EX BELCW)
The following excerp& show the degree of confusion in Socialist

m

thinking. They are fro m "The Truth About Socialism" by Allan

The author ran for Presidentia 1 candidate in 1912 on the Soclalist e
,f’?érty ticket, when Eugené V. Debs decline& the honor. This 188 page m
book, which sold for 25¢ with a paver cov;r, and $1.00 with a cloth
cover, was first orinted in February 1913. Theg quotations are from -

the tenth, Camvaign Edition, printed Sevtember 1916.

o

¥SERT ‘ ) S
It is estimated that from 1904 to 1907 ?harles H. Kerr and Comvany

in Chicago, and The Appeal To Reason, had?orinted and distributed

more than one hundred million oleces of nronaganda. (Kipnis P 166 his
® - é reference from Bnciallst.

® Int'l Congress Henort)

L. Benson, copyrighted in 1912, ‘P&blish@d by B.W. Huebschof New York, -




g; Soclealism for non-Socialists that I have ever read.”
l’ThisN188 page book .sold.far.25¢ ¥ith-a- naﬁer cover.and $1.00- -for~a-
§lcth cover. The contents covered I. To the Disinherlted- II. Vhat
Socialism Is and Vhy It Is; III. The Virtuous Grafters and Their GCrave
wObjectians to Socialism; IV. Why Soclelists Preach Discontent; V. How

fhe People May Acquire The Trusts; ¥I. The "Private Property" Bogey~Maﬁj,

-

I. Soclaliam The Lone Foe Of Wer; VIII. Wilson and Hughes; IX. The :
Truth About The Coal Question; X. Deathbeds énd Jividends; XI, If Noﬁ

16. On page 18 we find "The vurpose &€ Socialliam is to give the -
- (Note: Marx never agreed with such a statement. -’

. ‘ /He sald in (G otha Program*V?) then -quote )
ﬁkers all they producs. And,

ﬁ&é@ Socialists say "workers" they do not mgad only those who wear overallsigh
*féarry dimner pails. They ﬁean everybody'ﬂéo kmm  does useful laboés3£f 
jfﬁialists regard the general superintendent of a rallr cad as quite as_much;x
of a worker as they do the man on the section. (Note CD check Whatvgup§r~rﬁg
tends get and show how workers would disprove this) But they do nct ‘
egard the owners of railway stocks and bo ds as workers. ”hey regard them
8.3 parasitex who are living off the products of 1abor by owning the
ocomotives, cars and other equlpment Witp which the workers work. hﬁd:
ince the ownership of machinery is the ¢1ub with whick Socialists say
apltalists commit their robberies, Socﬂélists also declare that the only b
way to stop the robberies is to take awa the club. ;t wculd @0 no good:
l tqhtake the club from the men who now /old it and give 1t even to the
iﬁgividual workers, because, Wwith the nrinciplé of private ownership re~
tained, ownership would soon gravitatg %gto a few hands and robbery would

go on as ruthlessly as ever. Social sts believe tbe only remedy is t&




ﬁj- bion~topm-aud dostronitopn--om tje-jepsre.s tirpigj-tje gov-
-tion and distribution in the people, through the government.
® Such is the gist of Socialism -public ownership of the trusts,

combined with public ownership of the government. Gentlemen who are 
opposed to Soclalism - for what reasonslit is now unnecessary to con-
sider -lose no opportunit y'to spread the belief that there are more
b;,kinds SET§501§1ism than there are varleties of the celebrated products
of kr. Helm . This 1s no so. There are more than 30,000,000, Soclalists
in the world. Not one of them would rgﬁuse to write across this chapter
:¥That 1s Soclalism,' and sign his name to it. Every Socliallst has his .
indiv1dua1 conception of how mankind would advance 1f »overty were
eliminated, but all Socialists agree that the heart and soul of their ph11~~
- osophy lies in the public ownership, under democratic government, of the
-means of life. And, as cbﬂ@ared with thisf‘?elief, all other beliefs of
Socialism are minor and inconsequential. XPublic ownership is the rocﬁ
~upon vhich it is determined to stand or fall.
| “Soclalists differ only with regard-to the means zR by which public
fkownership may be brought about. A handful<of‘Socixlists, for isstance,
believe that in order to bring it about it .is necessary to onnosé the
‘;{1abor unions. All other Socialists work hand in hand with labor unions‘n
| "Also, there is a dlfference of coinion jamong Socialists as to hcw ! e
... the government should proceed to obtain owgership of the industrigl |
frusts, the'railroads, telegraph, telephoné and express compgnias, gﬁc.%yi

‘Some” Socialists are in favor of confiscating them, on the theagy,thétfthém

‘people have a right to resort to such drastic action. In a‘way: theﬁ;"f
have excellent authority for thelr posl iog. Read what Benjemin. -
Franklin sald about property at the convention that was called in 1776
to adopt a new constltution for Penﬁ%ylvania.

Supnose one of our Indian ﬁgtions should now agree .




to form a civil society. RBach individual would bring into the éﬁr

stock of the soclety little more nrOpetty than his gun and his
blanket, for at present he has no othe;. We know that when one.
oﬁuth§m~§§§%attempted to keep a few swiﬁe he has not been able.. yfji
to maintain a wroperty in them, his neighborﬁs thinking they havgwﬁﬂ
& full right to kill and eat them whenever they want provisions,a
1t being one of their maxims that hunting is free for all. The
accumulation of property in such a soclety, and its security to
individuals in every soclety, must be an effect of ﬁhe ﬁro;ect;eﬁy
afforded to 1t by the joint strength of the soclety in the S
execution of 1ts laws.
'Private property 1s, therefore, a  creature of society,¥§nd‘
is subject to the calls of that soclety whenever its necessities

require it, even tq the last farthing.

L

"But one need quote only the law of self~oreservation to prove that
if any veople shall ever becoms convinced that thelr lives depend upon

the confiscation of the trusts that such confiscation.will/be Justified.ﬂ‘

;......'The trend now is all towards compensation.... They are coming to jig

ses that compensation is the easier and quicksr way.....In short the

differencés'in the Socialist party upon the qﬁestion of compensation are -.
*ngt unlike the differences which once existed with regard, to the best

means by which the Negroes might be emancipated." Xmax
itself /
frhexfarkzxsf Life/show why itxkxxnaxgéxaryxﬁm MarxismrLeninism.ximxsx
~believes that theory is no dogma, but must be anplied to /
©bgite-ifself woon, hzxrdyx=w- cold sober facgs. In the

War the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments were adopted to the Constituticn
at thelir

and still the Negroes do not enjoy freedom. . The N.A.A.C.P.




11-BP :

Convention ralsed the sloazan Free by '62, which wkXixm glves a

persnective of freedom one hundred years after it was won. The placing‘jﬁ

of states rights above the Supreme Court desegregation declsion in many :
Southern States, the killings of Negro leaders, the attacks of the White' )
nitizens Council against Negro and white » individuals who want to see the §
lﬁws of the land for Mmx=z. civil rights for Negroes made realitles, show§

e ———

this want be easy.”

German Peovles Remublis (check name)
In East Berlin the/mmxkmwx took over the

factories and other property left by the defeated and fieding Kazis.

;n China, where the banks,zxi b ig 1ndustries and wealth was owned by a

’s‘ N
by 1916 when this” edition wa.s nrlnted, the
Actually Lh4 differences between the Socialists

"Alfred \
Ezgmahn@&gﬁ,Socialists like/ﬁagenknechtw,

minor. Even though every i need not be dotted, axd or each t crossed, N
they knew that the political party which claimed to- nebreégﬁt the worksrs
land offered to create a better society must hn not be muddled in its L
thinking. - They realized ‘the sericushess of(Marx or Lenin 22?72 look up). -
sbatement, that you can't play with revolution. Revolution used only in K

8o Socialism

3Zhaae%s%éév ‘ ?4
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The tyve of organization work which Wag did fa the 3ocialist

1

Party varied. “Then he was ?ashiqgton State organizer he packed up

two suilt cases wlth literature a%d trudged from lumber camp to

lumber camp speaking to the logéers, gelling them llterature, L
/

getting some to join the ,ocla/ist Party.L ‘He _helped in the big -~

free gpsech struggles of the TWs.

When he was Ohio State S cretary years later he still went out

among the people. However, Ohio was a more industrial state with

+.80 _he had different probYems. to deal with relating to workers struggle
different problems from the/ west/ ~ He helped edit The Chio Ohibd
socialist. He directed th groun of state:orﬂanlzers. Ohio at that .. °
time had elected cialists tofofflce.
“ile can get a good ldea of Socialist Party function*n& from a
namphlet they put ofit in 1914. "Are There Classes in America, sold

written by a National Leéturer of the Socialist Party.,

BV

for 10¢ and wa

xkkxwhat its aims are as follows:



must nossess itself of volitical nower. This can be done only by means

~of 2 political party controlled, managed and financed by labor. Such

~

//
- & pariy is the Soclalist onarty. Its aim is the abolition of the
ali

st system; 1its immediate purpose is to wrench from the canital~’

. 1st class every vossible advantage for the workers; its organ& ation is.

-such as to make it ueculiarly adapted to achleve these zimx eﬂds.

oy
Ul & -‘":',;ﬁ C oy "L’x .
o Pt { l

S5ee. »"The control of the organizat*on is vested in the membership by

means of the initiative, referendum and recall, xmdxxxxxxxThe crwanizawff_
tion nrover 1s comnosed of some sixty-fiye hundred locals with a total
Lembership of about one hundred and twe,ty~£ive thousands. These la alsir
Vre scattered over every state in the Uhion; Bach member vays tWenty+£ﬁ;é

. I ,;
ents monthly dues, save in a fow states where dues are somewhat highar."

2

e

’his twenty~five cents is usually dlvxded ag follows: ten cents “emaina
fgfthe loca; treasury; (ive cents goesg to tha county wrganizat;on,‘fiva
ents to the state and five cents to /the national organiz afion. In tgé;
ibsence of a county organization the/ state of fice recelves ten eents.ng

"mach state has a state secretzry, elected by a referendum of the

embers of that state, and 'as & rulp, a state committee and a state
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-executive committee, similarly elected. In prdportion to its membership

very state elects a numbger of national committeemen, who in their turn

1ect an executlive committee of five members, and an executive secretary.
.executive committee transacts most of the éurrent business of the
;?ionai ﬁarty, but its acts are reviewed, and may be nullified, by the

éte of the nationeal committee. If any dissatgsfaction exists with the

ts of the national committee or the national executive complttee, a final.
ﬁpeal may be taken to the vartv membership. ;A national oarty rgferen&um;
méyibe mroposed by the state combittee a sﬁate executive committee of any
ut;te and the membership of any state may order its committee by a refer~ _ -
enduin to take such action. Of this, this »rocedure changes someﬁhat from
“;to time when the membership decides to change or amend the party’,finw«
nstitution. | -
“The national office of the Sacial Party égblishes a weekly bullatini
%-Party Builder," in whith an accurate accounthis glven of all funds ra;
{ved and exéended,‘and of all imnortant deveibpments'in the varty.’ Eaeh~
gte office is supposed to keep its membership informed of developmanbs )
the state and trom time to time give a ninancial account. Anyone cva
;'aen years of age declaring himself a Socialist and subscribing to the
form and constitution of the party may become a member of the organlza~
. Women are eligible to any party offlce.¢~\\' | .
. "The Soeial partiles of the various nations are unlted into anh,
ernational organizaticn with headquarters in Brusselsfzﬁéigium, »An
srnational congress of the Socialist aarties oé}the woild is hel@évery
ree years. This ilnsures unity in all imoortant matters.

"We see from the foregoing that the Sociaiist party does not merel
the workers to vote for the narty, but rather to step in and be’

‘party. The Soclalist oarty does noh@merely come with the nramisa:

'o something for the workers; 1t trles to teach the working neonle to{t

.of igs organization to do something for themselves.z’
i~;(last three. lines’ iq 1taljes hy author )




36

Nr., HKipnis inflShe American Soeislist MNovement' describes

Socialist Party functioning as follows:

"liost Socialist locals...activity was to sell books and news-
vanersubscriptions; . distribute leaflets;:hold business meetings twice
a month; hold »ublic meetlngs and an occaéional 'soclal session', -
‘recrult new members and get all Socialist sympathizers to the polls,

and keep a committee at the polls until all the vobtes were counted."

——
—

— s

ip 186) \ )

1

“Members were to devote an hour orﬁtwo a month to distributing”"

socialist literature and selling newsnaner subscrintxﬁns ‘from door to

door. Almost all Right-wing locals, res?rict themselves to kk=z
election activities, and between eleétions their oréani;ation tlanguis

) edl L u ( p 2416 ) g f*‘[ - ‘f"ﬁ F Ry . o i( }‘ s v'-M,. ;::,“(? ;7%1-»«; ~ ‘, ﬂp%%..ywﬁ-y ',5;,;,? -
R, ;

Qeentts Line ollldr *_Ja e .

V‘\

sbould add here number of soci lists in t.u. and t.u. leaders -
also role of idww who were sp members. particivation in 1 R
large labor strugples and Qefeése of those framned up durlng

this veriocd as addtional SP agtivity of Left-wing.




/

lag's experience during the 3ociflist Party days in touring

speakers was later used in the Anti-Ngzi campalgns he directed. .
(develop this voint after getffing ﬁore material on SP tours .|
who, where, number attended, /what purpose, etc. Then during
days of word Marley, other tours. // Karl Leibknebht tour in-

' Cleveland, Ohio -1912 cr 14 |- iuthenber & “ag on platform??) .
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Its odibur, Dermm o' 1itus, had given up his practice as
‘a phiysiclan te devobteo hls tlmc to this ucc:zc T newsnantls Lis wifle

) Ea%ie, covored the weskly doficlt fromé tie lncome. she ~earred. running <

‘a wodrar's rooming Buise.

(mo day Ur. Tibus asied me if I was Fond of Boston baked boangs

idI reslied In the affirmabive, clthough I %as glways puszled why Bmsi:on
‘wag asgsoclated wiidh beasgs.e I conm stlill o somber that night und f‘ael ’
I mv&mer uavw.“ecz a uore gavory <is a"l a;. beauns, or better nm'm breaé..

e
At surner cume the suzgestion thads I become the manager of “whe mntbla
oeiallist”, ‘hat @4d I kmow sboutb n iag; a newsvaner? Hothlng? - ﬁui:
1 accesed 4, i was given lodging in the rooming house, ¥6 a week, and
~8n cecadlonel meal of deljglous Boston baited Leans ana browa braad;'
I wrote an article for the paver on i;%:.%i 1ife of the lumberé&ﬁkéf :
I re cnivea praige for its style and contenb. However, 1 sm afraid bhaﬁ‘i ‘
for a long tlme L mede no comtribution of value lun lneressing i‘.he cix'au.,~
‘lation or securing move income for tho pajers Iy connootlons br@u&ht m‘;
in centact with acbive Jocialists, more nmature in years anﬁ»mawledgaﬂ
I meb F.ie Moxrtin, Siate vﬁ-acrﬂ-"““ﬁ 7 k‘»‘f the Soclallist &rﬁy whc:.

T

"lab sred all hours,  Unt *rine_,ly he ’Jmte l&ttar to a never eming liat

K3
S

of members and symprillzers. is émga—m» Jpengerisn hand ;»uitwg; with ~

.“'all,its flourishes cuptlvated mo. I met u:zil hwwtmng aad- 35.113,2133

who itouraed the stoate with a kb w*y losd 31 };terainre. te was the kind

of sbate orgsnlzer who went’ a\'ﬁry}merc, m;&:.ly on foobt, to carw the -
‘message of Joelallsm o the worltere and uc;m* farmors, I met m&baﬂ:le,
{é‘i}wmsy, Hellarrow, “ells, Rate Cadlew anl arns, who uere a.ll 1073@&&1 up
to 83 comrades with a gc:f«cl 20aap o f 3«.@?1{1‘831: I wet Yatble Al}.isen, whf:‘*

travolled 30 mlles to assish in t}ae si, ta az.f.e.ce whenever sne ecum spare

@ day or two. I wet ¥attle's fathor, [Johngon, whi was in his 7085 .
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oin now and then }33 wonld sit maiaam on the porch of his

xieX located on an acre berry farm in Puyallupy and eslky, "didyou = .
- ever road the Communist Hanifesbol; o ”Eave you read Soclellam,

‘Utoplan and Sclentlfie’? Fe would then reac.g end discuss paragraphs

; from the two brochupes. Xe rogarded both aa having_r, snacianl thme
Taen came-tﬁe vig day! I was electod | sbate organizer of tha ’
doclal ist Party. I was o be paid one r.zollar a day while on the road.
.Gotting aomathing to and a vlace to aleep wag left to my zngenniwa
I was told that I would meed Scclallsts evamvhera I wont, and ey mmld
.be glad to feed and house me, .T. found th 1& to be true when I was on t&a
road with a weighty sultcase of 11'cara‘¥:ura. The lozgerss mmgie-vwaﬁvemg
-gtump famera vore sirigerely Blad i:c meob. ma‘ They enjoyed tall:i% with
Lo Socclalist organizer. ‘maey showed g‘rea‘b warmth for the common cause
sonoern for the explaitad\aizige earncry hatge@, of capitallam an&,ail,‘;@
iniquities 1t was gullty ar, the poverty and misery of workers and ‘bhﬁin
&mil:%.es, the crueli:y and termr invoked by the rich upon the pOOTy .
;fburned as a fire within them. "‘hay wvere hmﬂy to lxave someone with whm
they could unburden their anger, and to wht:fm they eould éxpress’ them
ysentimeni;, symea thy for t;he workors,; and hopa for the futurae.

. Trade unions and Socialist Party bz-anohes were dl ther very weak él“
“T‘i;oexistant. Hmv to establish movement and arganization around :!.meéiaﬁe
emands of worikers and ncor farmers had :M; vot beer leoarned. To es‘bab}‘.ish
‘Sociallsm was a dream that burnod vividly in qaeialist's mindse But hcw .
o achieve it, how to bring ebout the Cc-amramve Commonseslth which waa
holr objeostive was a big question. They aauld gobt oub the mse, 'buy am
“spread litverature. 'Whab more was a u’ﬂ.@"’%i@ﬂ for them end for me;
" Up and down the roads and wagon tmﬁa I wandered, canstan’c}.y wendaz‘-'
ing what lay abead. I was surfolted $ith enmsiam. iz inereasad éa
Vhy day being innoculsted with the enthuss.am of tmaa 1 zae‘s-‘ I had a nsﬁ
L . ae:!.ali.s‘cs ami agmpatmzem who had conb aei.ecl 'z}m tate Se rezm'y




(literature sale) ¢
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21 wile wocliliist forty. were enamored with the size of the .

leattle audleorces ndt thelr sttentivenoss. ALl visiting soealers

pralzed cur zood work 1n this
v

P

I rowerber the first vislt of Arthuy xldi’”uw Lourg of Jan Frone

S eiseg and bis Tooap baxing® technique. Lc s head the dlebtion of an
educated mwon. lie begen his/meeting by teliling those who gatbered in
front of blu aboub the reatest wan in history. Tie groatost, he suld,
bocause ho m...; a socius) scienbtiast wbho had aspent pany yeara é'e.n the s’i;u:'w
o the hanen race how it lived. He iad discovered why there were,
Joh and poor, wopkers and canibalists. Ae had analyzed the methods
distribution of commod itias under the capitalim;
had exposed the roboery of tne warkers by the owners of
Indugbry. Uhils m:m, he szld, wag Karl 1 mz’x, end hundreds ol ’ch’msaxxia

. ke you who sre stm& ng here, have ,joined “in kis thesis. UYhe ﬁevelapn
ment of sclence in all other flelds takes seconri nvlace to that of inax*x.
Bnrmree Only Marxt's sclence heas to do .:.Lt.}f; all of bumanity, how z.t ﬁvea ’
end suffers, hsw you who aroe llatening to me live & 1ife of harﬁ. to:!.l T
and disappolntments; 1 thoud a measure of ha*’minasa or gufficient fac.d, ;
education or good healthse ' ’ Ey
Leuhs spoke sﬁfg&/}:ﬁ{rl Harx znd Las hav;i el © for an nour in a 3:‘umm- v
mental snd yeot pleturesque way. Ihnen abrgptly e sgid, "Uas s‘:zmim is ’
a big book and requires hesvy thinldng and cas b8 ¢3.50. Dud :‘..f you wam;
50 learn wha taam., v:hom I consider to be t;i:e "raatest scie.zmmi‘;, han te
say aboub suy fubture m;;m;;he futwe of lumsni‘sy, hore 1s Lis Communist .
“Bomifesto. It will start you solviw sho 'najor wablems we all fac-m
- He announced the prlce as only ton cents a cooy uznd asked all those wha
wonted & cony bo raise thelr kmmﬂs.@ e caald scll 260 co~ies to an ¢ uﬁim »
of 300 every time, -After selling the coniea he would telke un a- eolleeticn
to "33}’ fopr conles he gave {red if:z those who could not spare a éim‘

iterature »
- sew him sucaessmny r&pegjﬁ; *‘h~§/aala a m.mbe}r of ti.ﬁes,




(free speech fight) d
- G0 -

Other "aoaon bixows” toursd bhe coasbe- i1l were fres lancers. fhey

folt they hod a wmeasaze for the common folk snd the uvwrzo to deliver it

They mado tholr way a8 bost they could. Through the sale of literature

\

and collections they could buy somebhing to cab, ani ged a placo bo
slesn. rencabe C),chma, the blinl orator would say, "I zm blind yet

can 835 thiluzs zo el emiy. Bud you can 286, then why are you blind?®

. Tom Lowls, a worker agit abor, who beczms a favr 1o, ""cn his |

sudiences with his diarp indlctumit of the capltaliss claas, jmez"a were

‘7o ends to the crimes he acecused it of, s,nd his sincere and heartfelt.

symnath-y for its victlus got across to hls audlences, He was himzeld a
parb of the woririnmelasgs, and a bond of mli:i arity developed betweon. him

and bis awilences. Ie know how to say/the things they felt. o talked -

with them and not ot thoms , Ko was wi};é’ty, satirical, and had an abundance

of humorous stories with cluas contezf%. | ‘

in time we developed a corp of s/:ma}::ers and held rogular atrae‘h comex'
nmeeblngs In Seabtles Audionces wersg large an-d ras;wnaive. Night aftar
n;}.g}i‘b we would tear capitalism to ghreds anél portray the a:ivantages of
Soclallsm, Then came the dnys vma:h oup meamrs wore arrested for ab-s
gtructing traffic, for »zu.lng col sct‘? onsg :i‘ax* selling litersburs withmt
a licensoe. This hapoened vhen v¢ begsn to *irvs- attentlon to ‘what capitzal*
lem was doing to Ssattle. Yo exposed the gz*aa‘;"a and gcrruption uzaden the
ronf of Clty Holl. Ve laild bare the aundiﬁions on 3kkld Row, Y@ tem
gbout the miscrlies of wncmployssihh, e f*ave detalls & the crcsekasl
goxibling halls. e told of lbpggers found wz)"d in ﬁha tida flata;
| ihe free spooch flght vos one Our awaal.ws aamed the s“ame‘a mmez*a’
éver:; niw*‘a and wers arvrogted. me eudl eme was dlspersed by th@ pelice‘
. Sneelrers were balled oul and would.sn spee cak ti:{e; followlng night, ¥e rebated
ton spoakers abt a megtbing, All were ja‘ilea;. Hothers with bf“bias 1:1 t&eir

srms nounted the ghap box and taok the place of tho arrested mon.




I , ‘.

Ono day Dre, Titus climbed t0 & ﬁhirdlstory roof and for an half
‘housry befors the police could reach him, explained to those who could
5»hear alnm why we were so tenscious in the struggle for . freedom of sneech
and aééembly. i, along with others, was Jalied every night fer a manm&
City Hall did not have enough cells to hold all of usg., ‘e were shifted;
“to the County Jall. 4Jozens at a Lime were imprisoneé for want of ball, i

The basgls o the struégle vas aociéliﬁm.vs Capit alism, Ve did not o
understand the necessity o £ involving the labor unions and liberals:
-4n the fight for constitutional rights which were being violated. The
canitallst class was attacking us - Soclallsts = and we ba@ to eband a&é»
ground and remaln leyal e our bheliefs. e did not understand that the

Bill of Rights which *uavantees freedom of apeech and assembly to all

Amsricens was Lelng vidlated, and was, therefore, the concern of all

¢ Americanavhether uocialisté or nonaooclalxats. |

we did not call for a unlted front struggle egeinst the cutrages -

‘beling commltted. We could not batitle &¢one, so we lost the sbruggle.

Ye did, hovever, help to brmng Wappensteln, the- Cdlef’;% Police, a

. 1ittle closer to the eﬁd of his corrupt raign. Wappenstein was ﬁhsA

. bloated degenerate, uho in orgles in parlor houses In the red light

distrlct, would toast the ladies by nouriﬂg chompagne down thelr vaginas‘~‘
Wo ngged the west c¢wast in our ques§ fo Soclalism, in cug ‘

agitation for the coming of 'WHE DAY, Ve wérkea in Hogulam and Abe:deén,i”

where big éolonigs of Finnish Soclilalisfts wrlsd in the largest saw milla

- making iumber. From these points cer;aes of lumber were ahipp@d in sall-

ing vessels o all parts of the world. A
Wo visited Henbton and spoke to %he cogl miners there. Ve travailea'

north Lo Hvereti, Sedro~Yolley and Bullingham. The ascusation thab tne

Bocialist Party was apsarent on_y §€rin“ eleotion camm igns was trus f

in ome sense, uring an clection ée porticiwa ted 1ln & mass way to get?

ovwotes for our candidabes. Be“”ecl cloctiong we carried on educatianaiw

: -/ |
aat,yi tlea. skasdily <3 datawmin-div.
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f
i

activitios, steadlly and deteraincdlys. Vo tried to make more toclalisia.
@ Lelld Slind wn opgonlocd mw glond cruund .2* sues fell inta tie Dicld of
opportunlam. 40 was the oginlon of mony of us thab to sdvocate ramms
ereatod 1llusivno among the workers —id wonll tio Them mar o clozely o'

ceapltellsm,  Jlunce eaplinlism was dosmed 6o foilure why pateh up ita < :

WEakNess03. w0 Lore upossd to comoremtge. end nolliitical trading.

b I 1 4 2 o
Abous £70 years Lefore the leattle free apescl: fight, I hwd a&rr&e&

B

Hortouse, diuguter of litble Alllcon. I shall slweys remomber mmtie

-

Alllison nut oculy ¢ %5 Wy motherein low, bub ag typileul of the thmamm

-o0f forzst bens wnsung hervines who malke rich contrlbutions in im mrufﬁ' e
ot

azainald capliallsm. Vithoud bhem the zocla liﬂ*‘ moyvenent could noever

POSPGSS . ‘

“len wo aseded '*mma. to carry on we} waa gnoochy flght; c“‘sv:xsa
wes tue first to sten i‘w‘:wa,. Hortense was. progaant with Uslen st ‘bhe
tine. :‘;‘?:;e mounted the socap box with Gertrudoe, our first born in hor

arms, and led off the rarticlpation of woimen in tho fizlkt for Iroe Spsechs

.o

I was indeed nroud of here T

Members of the Industrial Vorksrs of the Vorkd and other Socialists

road the roda, Lhiteildlking from nurth, soult and eas?' to join the free .

~8neech £ kb, The dsoreusion of 190Y Lald stimulved ﬁze ullitancy of :
the workors in the west. Jeatile to Jpokamme, llosouls, Montana to

i -

v

San Diego, Gallfurula, became a batilogrouhd for Irse speech, The
mige‘cor; wr&ws, those on bthe road anc i:‘iwse iIn a‘am;;.s » 2ol grd vane&a
aud were in a figad mosxd. ‘ihey fowad u;z.},; rotien fodl, l.us:;' aud stin};-»
Ing bunks snd low wages when they gob a,job in a lu3zing, :*ai.ni.ng op
33,3:* oad Culine They Lz were ciarged /e::«:t high fees for the jo‘ba,

B

onlg to find  that grafting emplc;ymen‘ 0 ga;:ucies and 8l Esve-«.lrivlﬁ,g bogaes

were colliabordting o cheat them in gl:{/ new w aye T:,:?le:;' were kovt on the

Job long enocugh to cover the fec, w’rzj‘./ch wfafsz talren oub of thelr *émga in
dnstallments. Then they were laid 74T, ow ;t‘im g0 & new mmh "‘“‘f'm&?m-

"




ocould bepln noying tha fee. i
Lo caploying clasa in theowsst seemod deobormined to siloneco all

-

thrse thoy exlled egliators. “hoy terrorlizoed, clumoe& and Jz2iled those - .

who fouzhi for thely constitusionnl ristbg. dhe Chleaso lrlbunc 39&&@

[

o the wsvlayers wban Lt reforred o ”fv wormers ag'lacy loubs, pese-

bllent pubtelficatlong, long halred brawling lulois

1~

L wng during thls nericd of striggle tnat I f&r//;ﬁc Tililiam Ze

nls way to Spoltannes I was

- Foster, Iz wag passing throumr 3eattle wm

s

In an »la aoundanc& 1ittle church, whid I was sizing u p for possible
use o3 a Foelallst headousrdors. I can sse how now wilkl no down the .

U

rotbing wooden steos Inbo the basement which was flvoded with sewer -

e

water. e exchanzged notes ond exnerionces for a shvrd tlus vefore he

il T

~went off Lo cateh o frel”“ for ipokanae/and move strugsle. L

-
R )




Tie Socialists in Seattle frere rather suddenly involved in a greéta;,j

debate. In fact, we created Jt by taking the offensive.. From polnts

i

Zast and South we saw an advgncing score of speakers and writers advo-

cating differeing beliefs of what constituted Socialism and how to get

it. Ve felt that without/a clear and united dnderstanding we could

He advocated the abolition of the class struggle, but said he was for

Socialiém. He claimed Socialism should be attained not through struggles
of"the workingclass agalnst the capitalist class, but by friendly co-
oreratiaa. The capitalists could be educated to see that Socialism woulld

. benefit all of humsnity, to understand theébrotherhood of man had within

»

“iv advantages for them far above the dog—eaﬁrdog capltalist systen.
"The 3eatile.Socialist™ denounced his theory, and Dr. Titus, the

editor, challenged Walter Thomas ¥ills to a @ebate.

o
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L. Passaic L P
5 A

o Alﬁhmuéhe&very child knows that bfg oaks from 11 tle acorns growe
'if;uv. Lol \bother t0 find out,

P

manv donot..sbop to remember or:@rﬁw how our present organized 1abor
e <

‘movement of close to __million wrew./ In x8& 1925 only 3,500,000 workers

d

.out of a 1abor force of 20 million were organized in he A.F.of L,. ﬁn& whicb
- er -~ \r":

Gz /
ZRrxe Was/only RRE major labor organizetion in the U.S.A. N There-was

mo-organi zational~diives: -oxcentifrom inyathe“ieftywaround“thé”ftﬁi..‘gmw;

"’4:"‘%’.3 ot -k Sz 50 e ~ !:!""k‘ bl et

fraiseduxnsmslqgan Organi ze - the un@rganlzed{ﬁas~the crying need of the

Yo

V‘&
times imxxkﬂmxmﬁxxxn esmeciallﬁg §y%&\3niustrlﬁ% e textile ‘and coalf\

s i e i W A
Ji ORIV

where conditians were far worse than average, as lS;vPﬁ6~ln thé%e deg*essed
(ﬂ{rv

“Industries today.in Spite of the ¢2m . ner day which the Mine %Workers under~

ohn L. Lewis receniy won, its
one,
“enly/two or three days of work/a week.  Andsw

£ill hard to;feed a family vhen-—therels. ¢t

PR
<2

Lok e i
Splnnarsgfétc, ard the cnandes of older Horkers~&eav&ns-uprooting themsyd -
) lwith =omE%E®r low paid unorganlzai/
selves and fotlowing the #iills south to comnete/knxxmngznixn —
. S By Qe e
:southern mill hands 19/xkk quite slim. So what to do? S
« s giez Sy \ extile /
ﬁmfﬂﬁ%ober 5, 1925, yhen th mill owners in Passic,

Ain the Botany mill. By January, 1,000 had jdined the union." When the
o6mnittee wmmkxkuxsmmxfhx presented their derand for a return of the wage
‘slash they were Pired. Then "the Botany mll;_went on strike nearly 6,000 ‘
;(strOng led by the 1000 organized workers. | -
"Before the week - was over, the Garfield mill and- the Passaic

‘Spinning Company Want out. Nearly 3,000 morg workers had joined the

‘Botany strikers.. 7

//

/
¥Phe Botany mill is one of the chain of rlch textile mills overated
&
in central Europe. (H eld under fhe Alien Custodian Act during Wor 1d Nar I}

It was located Here to escave the high tariffipn Woclens which averaged
ooy
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2p ' / ' ;
whose

{§e KIIse workers soon
79% in those days.." Porstmann-Huf fmann mills, xximh(kzizzr. joined ham

the strlke) managed to escape the jAlien Custody Act with some difficulﬁy»
he millg. >
%ccording to 1nvestiwatLo§;%ﬁ¢#‘m%de enormous profits, nald low wages,x

smich was accompanied by poor 11ving conditions, night work in tk millsg;

‘esnecially for women workers.who jhad to help th family budget &« nights

‘and taking care,of, the 2mmiig c
\éif*f‘~*ﬂazé~»‘“vaw~;

Gsplanag tO@\SBG%th&t & union

ildren and doing

did not get a fpotholde
AR secrefly “\aﬁfg;?'“""*észfﬂ
Who dared to organize or g¥gd foin a union}~ . ‘

comditions; 6) No discrlmlnation against union
ﬂ”j & L}x{)‘t Bisenn

A vigid description written at the time said-“w1th half of New Jersey

S@inninp Comapny out they resolved to gzb try to get out Forstmann»

Haffmann. They came the fight on Ackermann bridge. This bridge diviﬁa

1ifton from Passaic. The'picket—line tried to crossvtﬁe bridge andihefé

he police rushed them. Men end women were beaten. Many arrests. wers '

i

made. The vicket-line of oeaceful men and women were charged by the

police. There is somethihg terrible in the cbarge of pclice with’ clubs

v nto a Xr fleeing mob. They fled, but they ?eturned to try aniacross,

he bridge. Again the police.charged and agéin the clubs fell on“headsA




an:i isol ated fight - without funds in the face of tremendous odds.
‘\“I‘he men ard women Meaten one day returned the next. They re’mrned‘
‘;3000 strong, carryl T:annefs, and swept over Ackermann bridgeésc....

“the weavers and 6€pinners came out of Forstmarﬁ—Huffmann. Ten thousand

xempx peopls were on strike by the end of the fourth week. Then on the

lea of *orotecting his workers the Forstmann Huffj.m plant closed down?
“ 7z }f' ra’ Ll s AT ’7!_,1:»,4’5 RS ¥ £ //1514.,{,‘; . v"i 7 L sl I,«—,suﬂ.p L ilg ¢ );"
Since fhrq moved around the country fxmmmﬂ&e- helpiin many struggles,
l.ki{,n,;;ff'z(@u&:) d 7. R &/[;( if,,,mq)
: could-nob keen}’notes,mxmkaxm cllnpings or other ms,teria;}.ﬁ ~Yien, hs
F') he {‘&“‘:’Cj-f“h ».R g;{"fgk, gxﬁ Vﬂ.ﬁﬁ?p M‘M- mj

3 followsm former Passalc |
-«956) he wrote/\:o a number of/co-workers:

)

(oz' he wrote to F.R. a former Passalc relwef co-worker)

- i R
[y /’/ :
N {
*

guote from letj:mut when I got there little = ete. ’

e
* o

{ -

the | o
"Wsafe—s%rfke W orery r cf amwsﬁiw

RS e’nff'» e
AA\tHe 00 g faald &vgs S é ” ¢
St *;f;lwww‘ ‘ in he. 1ate 20's and 50' ‘
number cf treméndous labor stiugg e;ﬁhich stirred“"ﬁ‘lre ;nation y.
Leh—fag-orgaized reli-efacamoaigns,, }t e Ledd -
2 ,‘qaolac»,@%%kia%’@rgmzmd W /descrinticn
activities in Passic, . .. g9 ry et 74 T
51 ¥mw thousards of strikers, and tens “of thousands of st ike symt)ath:!.ﬁs}‘s

k “"""‘---WW

5 tay- mmroro'anized. mi‘/strike rellef;’ %ﬂ'xich ‘gserved as &
. m ;ﬁi"::f“?::;{ Got? f“rmr': '-"s;-, pns . 7.0 e ety

for-all-makixf such—achi Yetes, m“iam\memm " &’%’?f'i’f‘;*}tj??éiers
E e i o AVENL AP ’3: Al depy - 4;':554’ 5
International Relxei}'@organiz ed gnd head d/’by Alfred u{agenlmechtj
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' e ; ’Vhen [/M ' ;i;}‘
+ Xou can, only*organi ze reilef ﬂﬁxﬁm&xnxxi3xﬂﬁxwk&kxkhx workers areﬁé jﬁ

s A
i oA tada n

:»“nx;xa helm?%nemselves and 1mﬂro§¢ their conditions .was Vag's belief.,i

~ You dont get help for strikers who g0 fishinm. He ,~bhersfara., took a

f ;
comfort of life,let them elect heir own peonle in charge, aeople whe X\

\80.88 to minimize friction ¥ stop zreed amd corru )
‘are in the same boat,/was another basic D;lfi%gle. P btion,

of Crldgo Aoy L . 4 'l £ e tlecus
1 O Nelr e wot Bswacth clevs P &
& Wont take m%EE/ﬁer/xﬂx yourself,~ ';nich‘me nt minimm wa ages «'acuuall’

-~ a -token payment for his family to live on.. I

| i I$=%§E¥e (bring in smart S&Ylﬂ” of Moscow zold here?)J :

Tre f&llggigg,l.‘:! itten at the tine 425 /%7?L4%A9 /”Phyéie- wcﬁj
/ égﬁ'aescrlntlo rof the-relief machin ry and how I «aSwgﬂﬁﬁﬁh %%U% g

a@z& keen interest in ever rhase of th
Cheloing to/ \&uf {dez’ %Dj “*N)f:i §?rik;} o i R NS Qart :

I
(IQrmulate polic

pty /)
s G {‘-H“«/:"/‘ LT, f\'}vbﬁm’f

Yﬁf'ﬁn& When Deoﬂple are hungry and in need of evary

=

"A remarkable relief machinery had bean bullt by Alfred Vagenknecht.

The strikers! felief’committee sunoorted weekly Tive” thdusand familias

! t .

for which Wagenknecht considered h;mself tryly re ponsitle.” Hhsggﬁ%?@{;&’

‘he’ﬁaid,*gsfﬁe~w...xﬁxxxxx&/.....he said, as he watched'a drocession .
“of'strlﬁers.... ¥All I can think of is that each one has a stomash whidni

L muﬁp fiil.

A v S

‘ . 0 ,,,‘."
"needed it they recelved relief cards or meal tickets. '

"They opened the vast piles of mail from all parts of the country

ard from every kind of Union. Sﬁms were!recelved varying fram a'few

o

. cents collected from some impoverished Union of the Uhited.h1ne Workarﬂ,

- to the thousgnds of dollars see t by the Internqtional Ladiest Garment

Workers or Furriers. Every donation was acknowledged. The worting of =

the morning mall and the acknowledgmantd it was in 1tself a mammoth.
 niec of work." . : i

" % (1) pver , i




%*{1) "The bosses relied uvon
ey (the workers) will come

RRRXXARKRRAXHONE  £OYE crawling back with

R

/ ¢
n a week.'

i
|
i

star?ation to win the strike.

The& feX% stated:

ey







I‘he 1etter xmlch accompanled the recelnt far wag moe t important.
'Y;‘ O "‘- "r’
It was not just another plece of mail*’ Oh‘, no, it was designed to be ay

'

'personal hhhhh 2rgaen iaer, to get the individual or om'anlzation to continue to
work for relief until} the”xjmmmn need \,Les ”@vkez!-. Wag 2% wrote or
‘sunervn.sed this work, zmx ﬁ"ﬁﬁ?l}“*ﬁis genius fc:f, k?oémzn;r‘ffhf common denom-
inator to reach the heart as well as the heudvz &éf@w&em Hzx Never a

believer :x.nﬁdry ag dust theory he was not- ashamed of being -emotional about

it
Lusedg® 2”

the sufferings of the workers.

e

Hisxnmipsxmomkain  Many ofeﬁ*‘fé notes m‘ his gm

{ i

autobiography zmnkzim ssy>
quote a few

. .
*a — i Rt

The ﬂg,uestn.oh for~idtgeretictanssen J‘ history to answer is eswm-gm

: &@ﬁ «—"mg;&‘bx mm&%m%zmmxwwmw

‘Wwemh‘%eon TRithewh . ——
MWanth ‘g e

f
T e daear s 0‘”‘/ ‘»“"“"7 & ‘
whether a theoretician is wm can write and ;exolain action; or also’

‘f§> gL :
ore -wWho can £ it to work. : ﬁ

;P "The strikers also ran the stores. EgchL'i/

’ store had g manager and a crew of eight clerks. The "buying for the

. stores was done by a striker ..who became a first class purchaser, takihg
advantage of the ehanges of the whclesal‘e market.  As _;.t was not necessary !
+t0o malte a orofit, staples could be bouaht for a lower Drice in the strike

-

stores than they could elsewhere. Two warehouses were maintained Theee

warehouses were manned by strikers. * %I‘l kers drove the trucks used f‘or ‘

R 3

the hauling of food. During the strlfke the relief department developed

bookkeepers, office workers, buyers, storekeepers, warehouse mana gers.

i
i

h i




H

It also trained the corns of investigators, for it was necessary to see

yhat the relief was given only to those needing it.

‘ "When a striker aowniies for relief, he cémes to the office where he

fills out a small questionaire, telling the number of children he has, ho%5v;
much he pays for rent, what wages he receivés,ﬁwhat mill he worked in ana Jk
.what room in the mill, ...A striker, in charge of this work‘éssigns theu.x
case to one of the twenty investigators and after the investigator has
determined the striker has no other resource, a food card is iesued This T

food card reoresents a value of five to ten dollars, according to the siza

———

—_— ) -

éﬁ;the family. The striker takes the card to any of he relief stores and_g?
buys zroceries to the amount of the card whlch is opunched out as he gets
tﬁe food. The stores carry a goxd line of zroceries, bread, meat, vegetables
and some fresh fruit. Stores,are stationed in f%ve varts of town so nong “;‘
©of the strikers had t walk very far to market: Early in the mdrning thei
stores are crowded with women coming with market baskets to buy the day'é
provisions. There they meet aml exchange news of the strike while thelr
fellow strikers walted én them. They are being supported not by charity but
by the solidarity of theilr fellow.workers all o§er thé'country. Sometim&ﬁwf
' 80 much bread would be sent by the bakers (A F.of L.) that there would be
;read enough for 1 tﬁe strikers to gét a loaf free. . ‘raﬁ
"To feed ive thousand strikers is a trémendous task. A circular
detter witﬁ an illustrated.folder showling drematic moments of the strikeFf

_—/

were sent to various lists of Unicns all overkthe“country. Special lettegs

and folders were semt out for he children's~cénoaign{ ‘A special na@phlet
: ~ with helo..
was arranged by agenknecht,l..called "Hell in New Jersey" (circulated in

(>4¢ conies) ﬁK&XEﬁHSKKﬂKXKKEG&kEA which told the story of the !?,’A

,strixe in nictures...Daily releases yere. sent to the labor mess of

3

the country....Through circulars, new relqéses, "Hell in New Jersexf;yaqdhggA




-"A Supoort of}ﬁpe Passalc Strike fm Relief Conference was called by :
“{Relief Dirsctor Alfred "agenknecht on Saturday, May 29, 1926, at

‘ Kantepts Auditorum, Passaic, N.J.

"Five hundred thousard workers, throuoh thelr elected delegates, ...
“numbering nearly two hundred attended. .L... They came from a1l over the

;east, including Detroit,.Boston, Philadelphia,‘Lawrence, Mass., Xatonah,"

'N.Y., New Haven; Conn., New Jersey Cityes, as well as from New'Ybrk City.

Letters and telegrams of greetings and assurance of moral and finan-

a -

cial sunnort were read to/;he”ébnference. These came from as far west as .
= i // / )

Los Ancel es, Cal{/and’M1lwaukee, Wise., to the eastern voints of nUBURN,
and ‘ i

aine,/Keen, N.H. ‘

‘The largest hall in Passaic was »acked with delegates and strikers whc
"%XkaﬁxxxxmdxxxxiXMx crowded the balconiles and ailes to welccme‘ﬁ§ de:
. "The ‘uunnort the Passalc Striks! Conf@rnnoe decided tbat $100 ;, Q00 ;

»f the $200,000 %o be raised In ‘the-Victory ﬁelief and Defense Gamvaign

hou“d e spent for the following child relief purposes.

1) to buy milk for the std keBs! babies,
2) to open more children's kltchens. (1000 children are nOW‘being

fed daily at the two kitchens in ooeration. The Relief -

Committee olans-to feed 5,000 a qay shortly. )

3) .fo organize olaygrounds in the strike area to,take*eapeﬁgi:w*ﬁ

the thousands of strikers' children during the school vaggéian

4) to establish summer camps where the young sters can be givanﬂ”

a chance from the drab, unsanitary environment forced npon
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constant avneals the Passalc struggle was kept before te workers of this

immcmzx fXxagsxs The urge to seethat everything went forward smoothly
and in a teasing veln,
/gorrect v caused one of the nublicity co-—workers to write/the fo Llowing,
~witlhrresard to a circular which whe was nelgz_ng to get out:

(quote from what Robt.Dunn gave me)

. v ./‘/v * »
- et allo folindfge L
4 wife and // e idttdy,, rw,m‘«» et "
his/co worker usec})}eftease him jabout not Waccente&h@ twa R

nvitations ne nad to visit the Soviet union fé gfarg 3082 wiren hewame.

She w A
ons ou hﬁwas a;t‘rald he would mis Skhe LIS
a she knewr B
revolution”, gctually m&xmhe dla not vvant to lose any time away
: ““ smatire tour 0¥ 3Ythe summer of . .
from the work at home. K e vi o te®/the uoviet Union in/1932 w};xsn——he

s *

LN‘?&« ‘Qu wen W’{um:‘»
geleoratISH Trom R&d” Squar

f‘
¢ ae~bo~join-—her. ’E‘he.g} decided to stay’aﬁ& see the Nov ember Vth
\\ W.‘baw%@ereéﬁ ticket by the organ~

zations equlvallent _to-tHe ?EI I.R. and wcrkers defense organizati Cms

Mw‘ or a warm coat -@mﬂ
‘:m the U.s. A/ Hemsutsts f’{o \,forenared with warm clothing/to #withstand ‘Mﬁsc
some of
0ld weather go he mmmﬁxﬁzw had to wear/carollne s long wintsr: unéer—-v S

textile , :
At a recent showlng of this film/workers recognized themselves, .

grown folks recognized themseé.ves as children. Strike and relief

1]

including Alfred Wagenknedht are seen addressing hundreds of 5.

at outdoor meetings. Since what tme vic ture says and shows - (1'(:2&
W) M{J\.«’

in the xxm days of s:.lent movies_mi:%hw titles) is par:t"ef:




J xa.ﬂ,ﬂ‘mm,ﬂ,ﬁsw
£lls a story which Lane-BEkXIXRRRERAT
~3a \w* 1 ba followed ilf@u”h‘“

again in hallﬁ . MR
film, so it cwn/oe shown smRExXgzkr across the country, Thenow geheration
Cthen) " wao™adifficult wmgx d at what sacrifice labor was organized.y o
ﬂcan/see/%ﬁ~-miﬁfeﬂﬁn+ Ti ‘“ﬂyﬁmlEQgjJ”TthLQEteﬂwiﬂ ward..curristd onbodeys””

Ve tqenqjudTe foreign
It can/FE£ how ﬁdﬁjyé tne ﬁOmHUIiStS,-“PedS - are,.an&’thelr sincerity in
} /‘
helping better- tmg wopkers con 1tions,eveh while” ﬁhey dreaam of a Socialist
ard, ‘feeling | Socialism can
N America,/knmxxxgxkhxkxzxxkx& only/magXKM‘vermanently better cond;tfbns.
S
\j} " wWpo are labor leaders today who were: o
- Tney will see many A{d/i£¥¢¢ then called Communists. They will

mrm e Aottt oo

o} lonwer/kﬁkxxkka lping- the worker!'s struvgleSp arad Alfred Wagenkﬁecht W

Bl e 8 VLeat v i f T bl e b— woute @ Amres a0 hp oD Gl T Lo a:f}, ot qa..w L Ty AZ: y:
whe remained true to his dreamS@that even whi¥e you labor in the XEIWFE - 4
L&.‘&M) ‘sw »Ih \\wxi’} u_»
inyards of helping imorove the 1ifs and conditlons of the workers ydu -

A Y
‘\g,”i g

ream oftheir: understandinO that only bociallsm can . make 8 permanent

h’xge for the vetter in thelr mmmikikx lot. i\P”' " S .£ %w

i

"Passale Relief Conferences were seb ub in over a hnhired"of the

arger cities in America.? Eikaxixaxzxxﬁixxx #11a Reeves Bloor ..(and

o

nation, telling bbout the strlke and oathering funds.

— §
o

"s clothing stoqg/was ovened to the str;kers. Sympa thisers from all

P i .
over the country sent clothes of every descriptiom. There was even a weﬂd;ag}

reés with veil and white shoes~complete. The women ook home the clbthaé

given them, riﬁned them.anart, aaF dyedthem ani made bem over into. cl@thﬁs

hat looked like new. Not a rag was wasted.»~ ‘ “ T

.

"Shoes were the great vroblem. And how: shoes wore out on the nidkéﬁ

4

ine! Huch was given in this respect by the Shoe Makers! Union Who donated

shoe leater and malnvained a revaireshon for. the strikers. A sign in .

2

éﬁgike.Headquarters read: "Ladies andMen Free Haircut rridays". This meant
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 that the Bakers'! Union sent over a corps 7% barbers Fridays. Free meéical
- attendance was'given the strikers. hany/bf the sympathetic store keevers

_advertised per centage .reduction to anyoﬁe carrying a Union card. All this
‘work of vublicity in its many forms, of conﬁerences, mass meetings, orlginated“%
‘with Alfred Wagenknecht. A SOlld oacxing of workers was built around the

textlile strikers. Through newsnaoers, news releases, folders conferences,
“mass neetings with sneakers direct frgm the strike sone, the warkers of the

country were kept informed of every 7hase of the struggle, and they supported

~this intricate relief machinery which 1n the beginning o June branched out
!

I

-into a campalvn for the chiliren‘wjfch was to result into/huge milk fund,.

suxuer cemn»y In vactions and tne Vi

U T e

f "Boside the stores, the warehouses, theiclothing store, the shoe repalr

ctory Playground.

fshoo, the barber sdhop, throughout the winber five coffee statlons where

sandwiches and coffee Was given 0 everyone on .the nicket line “ad bean

‘maintained.

"1,000 children were being fed daily in the kitchens operated and

“méintained by the Council of/WorkingClass House Wives,. Their kitchens

Wwere not sunported by mopéy from the General Relief Fund...but through

i

the effort of that orggization. "

TP AL of 3 : was collected faruthe strikej

i

? clothing

8trike that lasted from January 25, 1926 until February 28, 1927.
Thls oicture would be incomplete withouﬁ some understanding of how ’ ‘,
;the strike was organized. An account of the organization and.functibning‘
-wrltten at that time states: ;

"The program of the Central Bureay of tﬁe United Front Committee

‘was first to organize the unorganized, then to join all existing organ-

o - e ‘/ . '
izations in »ne ufigg/wi%hin the main stream of American labor. Its




(a)

‘KKXXXR\WEKAEXW IYRXBEIFXE

-

£ he nolice often attacked relief that was being brought, The

- following are accounts of such attacks: “Three members of the Balers'

Jiﬁﬁion, Local No. 100, of New York, who had come with a group of men tp
‘drinv four truck loads of bread to the qtrikers, were arrested with their

‘trucc, end the bread left at the police station. Three other 1oads were
epe.-WAS mor ey were ) - .
8liviered. }{The men/arrest ed on a ‘charge »f speeding :

han ten thousand pounds of bread in tne entire dcnation, A second such amoun
‘fcame from the same source within a week. At ‘that time only one truck was

frrested.

+'A delegation of 400 Hmwx¥xxkxXummrizpxx members of the Furriers Union,,
'fﬁliated with the A.F.of L., came with a contribution of $12,000. Then
he nine bus loads of visitors arrived at tne open air park and started to
;rch 1nto the meeting, the noilce objected to their smgné: attamnted to R
reak thelr ranks, and clubbed‘several._ The entire police department of«h‘
?Essaic seemed to have beaﬁ asslgned to the méeting, and’ itching fof t:au§1e4~
t;the vretense of "Keeping traffic moving,” all the busses carrying the e

fﬁrriers were ordered to find other parking places.....ﬂhen the meeting

'as about to disperse the furriers did not/know where to go. When they

'finally attempted to leave the park, tbey/were set upon by the police and

more than forty badly beaten....Arrests Were made.

"It was.one of the worst di sorders of'tbe entire strike.,.The furriers, =
eprived of their vehicles, were- shut 1nto the park by the Dolice and
lubbed as they attemoted to march to yhe strike headquarters. Unaccustcmed

of S
to Passalc streets, it was lmpossible for them to scatter out/the way of s




slozans were the United Front d the Vorkers aqmlnst the United Front

of the Bosses. Second, Organize the Unorzanized, its Third, Tnity in the
" Laba liovement. The United Front Committee of Passalc was known as the’
- General Strike Committeef and,excent £ for the few arganlzers and strike

leader, were all workers in the Passalc mills.
Tlhe General 3trike Committee met every day. Each room of the mill '
-l S

elected a delegate - by the time Lodiwwas out there were over 100
~delesntes sach delezate wore an orange brassade wlth the initials Y

2L the mill in white. ...By this time sixteen thousand workers were

out on strike. : hot or freezing cold.... *

' - «..rain or shine, rain, snow, hail or sleet,/
"In the morning by four o clock/ths organizers ann the strike

committee were on the vicket line. lne members of the commitbee were

-+ yhe plcket captains. They were always in the front together with the

Organizers......(2 Eng llsh, 5 Ita 1¢an apd 1 Pollsn)....who were .very P
N £ . PO P S wn - fmw / { s "g" !f‘ "x ,ﬁZ

¢ N Z’ LS (__"Ld fa/ &\, 4 ¥

ften arrestea, beaten, &lﬂed 1mnrlsonea as was the StPlKe 6rg“nlaer$;vw.

i

"Jurlng the day eadh member of tae committee had dutiex. Some

worked in ‘the relief nffice, some in the halls. Many good locsal opeaxers‘"
%% (%) The way the Lodi Plece Jyelmor&e?s wexr came out ls bes utlfulWy

described as follows: "One of the most beautiful demonstrations of labor

hat sny country has ever seen, occurred Xkﬁ&kEKXXXngXXEEX....When the -
- Passalc strikers marched ..tﬁ thd Lodi Piece Dye Jorks. ‘?hey marche&

i » v four thousand stf?ng... ' :

two by two,/singing as they weént, Lodi 1s four miles from Paszaic,!

£ - o 7

hzxpokizexnfziodixreeaived xiRepxu thounk i XXX ) A L




/

H
{
i

i
11-F i
eess as well as labor »roanizers and leaders.
gore develonedd e work of house7m0~h>use vigiting,. of lbvcgtigath
‘ / I

" the cases ayly i ‘

Y...in the evening, after the day ﬁhich bezan at 4 a.m. the General

b*rire Comuittee meet with they;Lrixe orzanizer. An agenda was chosen
from the f{loor of fifteen or twenty'points and the strategy of the

! .
next day mzx worked ‘out in everﬁ detall. ™
“When important decisions héd to be made involving the membership

‘mee ings were called where unwards to ten thougands would attend. ok

- They would vote on questions

PO

v skzmkxyg holding up thelr union cards.

sf the strike aben\tpe»aic&e+ 11nes Héfﬁ*w

Almost from the star
' '61.13..‘.1"

&utg red by-the- ncllce,“gnd the oolice did not like o see/,xcﬁ“rss in tae
;mysnapefs . LN - o o
weilding clubs on Mhaadyaf\WOmen ard children

: "¢ their ,
mewjgxﬂers using their clubh t¢f beat- " .

“th &-volice dld/not like to see/mvctares of-breriselves in the newspapers =
¢lubbing women and chlldren. They-turned- uponr-the - camera men,- b»at tlrem-.
y > They clubbed nearly a dozen press ‘vhotograhers
and aestroved Mbout § 4,500 worth of cameras and moving nictu“e machinas.u
/ }.< y te ;, L Tew 3’.). §o
~ Thig” gave national promence to the strike,\ahd nroqf xhxx of bolice T

»»“/.v : -
« brutality, showed nolicemen jumping on cameras, cluobing renortevs, .
’ in m1d-w1nter P .
:using tear gas;anﬂ/oenm -7 -.gtreams of water from flwe hoses on strikers. .

*’SID brought such authors as Fanny Hurst und Rebbeca West_and a host of
’ strice symoathizers wkxmkxzmnxmﬁzﬁx atherine iley, -3
~¥zhﬁixxxﬁxhxmxxxxixzm;x%nfxzhizxwxﬁﬂxarmx““ug} EREXK IR rmanx Rk &a,

, from trade unions, vnulpits, colleges, consumers organizations, the

e

s american Civil Liverties Union, the'International Labor Def, ﬁse, ﬁhe i

.‘.‘m -

League for Industrial Democracy, the worlfers (Communist)Parur. Later

¥hen the Communist - red - issue was ralsea, these neonls did not‘desert
the strikers or refuse to work nxﬁmxmzﬁmzxxﬁha with anyone so 1abelled.<

¥exraxizkerxwkenxihns




This_sunovort
A ]

B o N ——

Puring the recent difficult daysfof the Cold &ar and the Korean

/
War, when Camﬁum;sts ware belng arrested ard jailed under -the itn Act,_

. and the F.B.L. was noun¢ing Ehausandﬁ of oneovle whxxhaﬁ—- (agybne"whO*

had “Lve” tholr slgnature- to nermit!any (anyone .who in their- Qpin}bﬁ
(including many who : oL
had helved to bring ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁﬂ#%/ﬁ%éj&term@d Creening Eoc;aliam) A

{including many who in their opin;én had helped to bring Creening

' e +

Socilallsm) \ ? S

The fact that veople

"Phis lesson in.American

Thise facts made a2 deey dmoression on Wag»which he.never forzot.
‘ vesrs of the “ z »
Years later, during the/difficult Cold Jar and Korean War, when Communists Lo
jailed under the Smith Act; and the F.B.I. Was .

and . - o
including meny who in their oniﬁion had helped to-

iwere being arrested a:
visiting, threatenin
hounding thousandsj

tbring about Crggﬁing Socialism, he would often say: "8omething 1s wrong

-

7ith this alégan ‘the Kiss of death'!'. People who think that if -the
}Gommugiégg particivate in an sctivity they give it the "kiss of death¥

‘ dpntxnave faitn in the decent democratic tradlt¢ons Of the American _
; BT B P s SRR 4% ‘L‘r*

i

ipéople. .Then he wouhi g0 into a 1on~ d*scou se, even 1f 1+ weres- -only

4"’ v‘i«’t; '¢'

“‘tﬁ Cproline” asout %bat was wrong with! twﬁs ta y13- abwut 'the kiss of

-~

deatn‘ and give examnles ¢ boe.show. why. hls ravorite exanmle as how
f(ﬁeoole in all valks of 1ife, from.the Pone to the Oﬂiinary Joe, from 7 ¢

Y kxmdExmA some, unfortunately all too Iewiworxers;and,laoor leaders, to

-
~

intellectuals and middle class neoole.supnorted the Rosenberg's fight.
- . ,

Hx=m T . -
T was esneclially around the struggles a7 aln 3 lcCarthy‘bhat this "uiss

r/.<

'.“e e

‘death! jdeology bothered him. He f@:t ﬁhxi after uheﬂDQOﬁr6831vemQ,




to expx e
mavemsnt correetly -helped to launch the sbruizle, and show the “soonle
% Al

-

Amorlcan the dangerous direction. to-rrovsd. that Felarthy-Borce.

N and a3 mzxmk ‘ :
clart Ly xxemmhxhexsgrkenxgl NcCaruhylsm zxeXk/a system of fear, -

conformity of thinking, kZhmEximfswxerxsyxirmizxa the use of nameless
hnd faceless 1nfo“mers,' which . would lead to the discard of the Bill
f Rights and; bv ng fasclsm to the U.5.A. Labsr,-ulz mxxzﬁxth ﬁc&&rthy“ :
«bacame“SOWboId a's to-hax-attack Teading sections of.the ~ L@ﬁmwl;qan
5%%{&y,,XXﬁXEXEEXﬁkE¥f , Then even the President Was«f rced to take a
&mmn,'m£ . - :
flag felt that mhEx ~evenwhen then

Lator/ﬁiberals,und/even the Presldent was forced to

take a strong against mcC@rthygwhcn he bezan to attackﬁ%hose sections
}1‘ K v *

. Con Y
5f the Rep ublican Party wker which Ald not fully agree with himy =mk
o '.,

JXMEXX&XEERXXEE@EK ﬁxgxﬁxitxxnxxxxiﬁmxxx

the ;" ‘ aculvely S . Co e
IRFXXMREK Progressives. d*i,hst/cgn inue: the struzg sles Ekﬁgxﬁxzkwmbsiv‘z

' .. Said bR j ¥y N i

'kiss of. death' Ye ;z‘é;[j{ ’chey clr,.c,» so because they- i‘ o1t thab the move-
\ %

‘tment against MceCarthy Would not win bpc“uwe it wau&&mbs labelled.@f

ks

~

H

'"Communist movemont? xxxxxxxxxkxg and they would.thereby glve 1t '@he

z’.«

.. 5
I3 T, p o
eled na..q&‘»«..t’ b ] EE et L

ia

‘kigs of death' . Bag DClWGVQd the Ame l an neonle could sab&r&ght when .

N . Fese o - F

and “that ulthough HeC arthy“was«silenceéwﬁgﬁarthyim%;?

Aﬁxsxmmz remained.oecauseﬂthe‘forces who. could have defeated what-1t.. - .7
stood for withdrew from the struggle. !
) /
fok &
g TR D sy “ . ;A I “ *
™ ;I
A ¢
/ .
&7 .
e ; ke ES
PR




//// and the Governor of the utste, .
Y mimber of commitbees/tried to settle the strike, bub the mill

gﬁners always refused, xzIkkmmxk The “ener 1 3trike Commnittee accepted

tne sronosed’ of fers.

prominent Clergymen, then Zcocal clergymen, then merchants,.
A nuuaoer of oommittees,/hhen the Governor of tha State, tried to

ettle the strike.. The mill owners always refused} he General Stri?e

. ?»w./ ’.4- b rv';r

Committee acceotedl The issues were taken to Washington, D.C. ., The

e

esldent Coolidge did not see them, but Senator Robert Larollette presante&
Vresolution requeﬁting'an investigation of the textile industry, which}
aé later zxxxkmixiRconduct ed under lr. Jett Lauck, noted ”ashlngton
ﬂeanomist. .;.Four k;rds‘gf a;nosit*ons were made;<£35£“;;1106 b”utalityz

For those who have been threatened with deportation; 3) About vay ﬂiﬁ

ient from the Fxecutive of the American cederatisn of Labor, then in
ession in Cinecinnati, =kkaxkinrg which -stated in Dartzﬁm that.they;’;

“gave serious consideratlon not only to t.e communistic activities

among the working people in many sectlons of the country, but also

0 the formations assuming to speak for labor and which tbé executive
tammmix council believes are communistic in make un, in princliple and
1in ﬁurnose. _ ’ ;
het the leaders of the United Front, Committee which organized Al{M
nd is carrying on a strike in Passalc, N. J., are nrominently 1dentified;

twith.the communistic movement in the UnlteQ/otates. Lt ig' reasonable

o conclude, because of their relatlonsbin to the Communist Pa? ty, that

i

hey are intsrested in advancing the cause of communism. o N ?f;ﬂ
. They then went on to take note of relief contributions beingfsenﬁwﬁﬁf

by ATL locals on the basis of the synvatny the strikers aroused, butithanx
sked zXX that all contributions;_be"made to the Passalc, N.J. seg‘ret\axy

¥ the Trades and Labour Council. They asked ¥hagk labor not to-
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contrivute funds "for the urvose of advancing the cause of a dual

organiration or to »ay the¢/ salaries of Communist leaders who are seeking

the destruction of the Mmerican Federation,of Labor.,."

At a strike meeting 10,000 union cards xakxd waved their apnfoval*

B

of a revly which An vart stated:

"The statement....1s a blow aimed at the hopes and asviration
of overis, 000 textile workers...under the leadershin of the zUnited
. {one of the
qupt Committee ﬂﬁxﬁuxtxkEXAzx“ﬁxaxxﬂ....czrvying oﬁ‘# mo st heroia and

‘fhese hitherto unorgsnized workers have earned the resmect and’admira$ ,

tlon of the rank and file of the American Izhmr PFederation o Lebor an&

4
'

5 * 08

"Je were amazed that the statement does not deal with the issues

I3
v J

of the strike...(it names”them)...‘..ﬂe have been able to take care ﬁffa‘“
of the needs of our X 1o,OOO strlkers and their families during the

24 weeks of struggle, through.the generous sunnort of work ers‘

organizatiohs and symnatiizers.. ﬁxxxmxxxﬁzxixxnxiumghXﬁ&mnzanxXﬁMExxznxx
«eseThers 1s no form of relief of which the textile strikers are in '§%~

"need that has not been orovided. Now, after 31x months of struggle,

¥

the need for relief becomes 2 more serious p“oblem, for more and more

strikers! families are adglying for relief. It is at this stage of our.:

P

:struggle~that the organized labor movement of American should stand’

Ahstaunchly by us instead of lemding discouragement of ill-advised

criticism. ' : K s s

®

"Po prevent continuous sunoort and relief fo the strikers and

ytheir families would smount to starving these workers back inte the-
Lmllls at ﬁhe bosses! tenﬁs..;..ﬁe do not see it fit or necessar§ to:
enter into any’lengthy discuseion geﬁﬁtive to tﬁe false chafge 4.3 QPN
thot the strite...is a Communist strike, or ¥fa strike for Commupismﬂf

; blic stater . - . P
- In & rescent nublic statement you, kursel;, declared that the demands




/;’
o - ™ L3 I ot e S . " )
of the Passate btexbtile strikers werc just demands....’he counbry-wide

i

suymort. . by workingaen of all politiqal Yellofs and affiliations,
; ;

1

tnd the help ziven by the church grauﬁs which not even the blacke$t‘5“
open=-shop 'er have yet_daﬁ%d to call dCommunists“ show that this - .
allegation is ground1e33¢.;,0ur stri%e is a bona-fide one and the

struggle is wholly in line with the best traditions of the American

]
/

.labor movement, ' S

"The commithee conducting thig strl t¢, the United bront
bommxttee, 1s cbawged.mlth.being @ dual union. ”e have always irdi—i
catad our reaainess to affillate!witb the A ?.of L.' it is a métter

“of nubl*c record that on our ow! 1n1tiauive, we addressea ourselves

xQXXﬁuyxxxkxaxﬁxmzx&xmkxaﬁxzkﬁ...to the A.F.of L. to brlng about the

5

unity of all textile unlqns under the A,¥.of L amﬁxmmxxmxmmikﬁxﬁ ﬁJf‘

* e

“could be taken.

.;...."we gledge ourselves to ﬂlsre~ara tneunwarranted at tacks..aQainst

a3

‘g us..s haVG no ouor?fl Wlth thc sreat body oF organized lab0r a§f5

wg/rmsented by the A.F of L. Our qu arrel is~with(oﬁr emﬁloyers. '@é{,

4

Dreet the ideal of unity of all labor in Americaﬁ under the Danner fo

b

the 4.7, of L. and herewith publiciy eneat our offer to enter inte

~,
N

h‘negiyiatiOHS with the United Textile "Jorkers and the A.I.of §{4<’,

c:)mglete uff.}.}.latlaﬂ. e e : ) f h

’f' fp 0

Aﬁtxﬁ&;ﬁxkﬁxxxmk’rm “wxinmxgﬁ
oo . :

<%,
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i
ximn £ols letter did not bring the desired results. It ®%&8 came-
the strike leaders @K%f{“d}’ 0% agked :

ORsT 5 ST »/ Jenabor dorah L%QXXXXXXQ i e Xmxamsoerx Bo heln bring U

Tabout wnity, amiximmxhmi was able Lq indicate to the A.F.of- L.

Hexwixikz ‘He saw )

. ) S . P . ST LOeY ..
“thab he had some assurance from:thp Rmzx Boteny mill owners ﬁhﬁﬁ they

lﬁ&ﬁﬁrs«»

' ' : ! N o . I
rere willing bo sebttle with them /tngt and brought the A.F.of L. .
: ‘ / ness - Y
- leaders kERxk assurance that theyfxwxm inaicated a willing/to settle

.

with then, dnj also havaaabout

en tnousand new members.

‘known as the Liuck Commlttee,
ommlttee of c*tﬁyens/to Dr ng- abous-

s

t@éif v 381 anization 1nto th A.*.af L. “he committee consisted of

A.Jett Lauck of Yashingtonw, D. .,fenry, T Eunt of New York, delen S

y\‘»

... Todd of New York and F .‘Walsh, thelr anterney, as member in absentio,‘

R

and~we“e successful X

Fwg An adm nistrator was aonointed by tho xxi.Unlted Textile :
gﬂsommittee wnlcﬁ hrmmgkikxzhexixikks made unity a reality xxxmzﬁxxxxﬁzﬁxmxnx
T ’or”?rs of Amerlca to take over. #mk The/mﬁxyaniXﬁxxxxvﬁﬁxxyﬁszfmﬁnk :
in a Uublié statement said ./

EﬂxkkEXu““E&Ekk“YE "the new union will not comoromlse on the fundamental

o

question of recognition”.  And when. {the will- owners. refused to-settl

-the strike with the A.F.nf L. they qec“ared that "funds w111 be raised

Tree

to supoort the new Passalc union, mass meebtings will be held throughcqtfi
the country to protest against the autocratic attitude of...the mill’
ovwners, and ...Congress will be requested to withdraw the tariff favors’

“frpm%the mill‘owners.. " - v e
E -0 Lauck.’
The lel owners refused to deal with the Bikiez Committee 2hnx§ﬁxxxgrs

¥

L@

or the A.F .of L. andwa .ﬁe& "as far as wé are concerned the strike is’

Over". L . _ oL o M

~

¥riExxavE “ e ot f
st tement written at the time sums uvo the situation.rmygx"It was a
“move calculated to break striie norale. Lot the work

-

ers believe that
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be o setblement.-  Indlcate th t 11 thoelr lenders will step

T

?"“

CBhere 11
agide the mill owqers will deal with the A.F. of L. Bring the strikers

" to a bish vléch o hope and enthusilasm, then as viebory a-rroaches snatch
it awéy. dnateh. it avay as they are about to chanze leadershlp. Senar-
;ate them from the leaders thew love anq trust on the prefséxt of settmemenu
nd don't give them a settlement. That.ought to break. the workers! spiqits
esneclally workers who have been on strike seven months . ¥ Ty,
But the workers are not shaken. They join the A.F.of L. byt;be

e

pbusands to become the largest single group of*organized teXuile Jorkars.

IR

slie 80 that unity could be achieved with the A.F.of L. Penny by peﬁﬁy:

%,

oving cup to those who were Eeavin L ’ - B

o .
i

"~  The strike contlnuedAas before with the same organlzer%, the same

xw-

cal leaders, and wiith the U.T.'1. vice- nresident heloinﬁh

amount of relief ié”needed Qirector Alfred* enknechtv,}

S~
ttacks on the Cﬂmmun*stsgsuayg, and’ cantinues to be. gccented by the S
| At g CT
strlkers and the U.T.W. X%k igﬁxﬁiﬁﬁaﬁxxxxxxxxm fhe%%. of" L. Conveﬁtien$

(a) ¥hexizzdzrshipxafxkhexzirixe A statement 1qsued by the new UT&~“i
unprovoked kg
ocal at the time shows the/oollce atuacks xmi arrests, abuses continued.

. dlSCuSSGd
wﬁxzkz&nxxxtxﬁkxﬁagh session he attended he heard kkx' stens/xxkxn fcr

H i
Aoy »'

'mmedlate finuancial help for ik Passaic. He counted on the co»operaﬁ

”‘\\ 1

Suana¢ng:*ob the Internstionsl Vorkers! Aid, tze Council of Working—

‘Glass Hoasewives. P E % 'iu 5

~‘n Deceﬂoer 13, 1926 = 323 dags aftcr the strilke bevan - the

g
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At the end: of ﬁoveMber 1926 the Botony mills sought to break the -
strinc Dy "a new man&euver ""hey announced tnat the wage cut, Which
*Laad nrecipitated the struggle but was not tne only cause for the dis-
1aﬁiéfaction of mm the workers, was to be restored at once....The ann'
fsnéuncement waé made on a Friday...and included threats that after a
’certain date no striker would be re—amnloyed, ete. This Botany an-
.nouncement Was_accamoanied ith the eomment that Botany had’ali'thé

Y ~

iorkers she needed, and no others need apoly. (Scabs were in the mill

-

‘8t the time). - R
This was 2 sure test of whether the mamkm strikers had 1earned

.- 7" and lessons
mhe need/op x“unlonismm The test would bve Monday morning xhﬁa ”Tne

ore than the restoration of. the wage cut. The‘ﬁpnany manoeuver had

AL

ailed to break their solid franks." They shouted*WE ~WAL?*HNIGT? aﬁ”ﬁhe .

&;ﬁThey wanted a unlon.

et



lo~p

1. {ight of workers to organize in a legitimste organization;
\%;//If a grievance should arise, the right of collective bargaining;
3. Glosed shop not demanded;

If any other demand made, not agreed on by both partles, the workers,'

to contlinue working and the question to be arbitrated between these

psrties: Mill- Workers - Third Party;
Help taken badk without discrimination; o
No outside help employed after date of settlement until str@kefsf “
“re-emoloyed. ) 3
= Actually the first settlement had taken place five weeks mmm. earlia
n November 11, 1926, .
Aith the ?assaic Worsted 3ninn1ng Comnany . But 1t was not until the
owerful Botany made an agreeme nt that victorﬁ could be assured.

"The elght-day New Jersey State Strikers' Relis f Bazaar...running atﬁ_

anter's Auditorium.was turned into a quntaﬁe?us celebration of victory. -

Hundreds of trade unionists and labor symmathizers rushed over from New . .7

ork, Newark, Paterson, and other near-by cities to Zrakrrmkx...congratu-
ége the strikers upon their vicbory. They nledged thelir continued
nport until victory was assured in all the mills.

@

"Enthusiasm ran hiah...leader after leader was roundly cheered;amm%u

4k \ I #»“3» ,'k S \f‘w’”t“\d*’ .
g éspeclally jubilant . those who . had b661 with them from the very

'"xst. ) o
)According to a renort made at the time:Alfred maganknechtxmxansaidﬂ
ﬁhxkxﬁxz&ﬁxzxxx *T will be brief for there are many sveakers and it's a~
Abig night for you. But I wi.il say this at the outset.’ The Botany lettar\
ﬁo‘the_U.TJﬁ. means only one thing- that we have won a victory. From
‘this moment on the union becomes a union in fact. FPFor the past ten and

‘he imvortant thing is to have a unf%nﬁin thé mills. It means protecticn$4”




workera in
1927/another devressed industry were to come out on strike.

lthough the miners had for years beea a ganized In the United Mine
Vorkers of America, John L. Lewis at that ti@e was not troubled about if
‘wangkkkenxx ((((FIND OUT CODITIUNS AND DEMANDS OF .TRIKE -LOOK UP. -

SEE TONY MINERICH.)))))

months later hunger was the constant companion of men, women
no functioning relief committee ard

and children in the coal fields and there was/ho money for meiisf.much neede@-

‘fresh: crecent «In Passaicasked foo&.

fred Wavenknechqff?ih his/#ast expenience/was kxwikEdxtx by _2227%

i~

o come and take chargse.

e . s
B g

Onremggain“mamsxartedwﬁxxawith~@;@aamwaWtypéwftﬁ@m"

This situation was different. The headquarters were in Pittaburgh,
strikers were

fPannsylvania, and the/mmaixRizIXIXWEREXWKE scattered in various eoal

. when

‘towns within a radious of miles. Later/eoal tosms in Ohio and

Southern I1linois joined the strike they, too, had to be suppled with

There xzx were no strikers in Pittsburgh who coutd be put to:
’ i and - answering
work ¥mmmmimg getting out the aD&aals, yplng, sorting/mail,

- and were as work nrog‘essa&
gnd the many other asixjobs. They . all had to be brought in/and have

L X S
lodgings and food provided, wh%ghmwasmdgnﬁmasm@@@wwerkmp@agnﬁaae&vwEGWﬂ:ﬁg*
éveps-tbare was no-trained..office-worker smong-the Only men worked . .

in the mines, and among the women folk in the families there were no

:trained office workers. ' N @“

Wag wrote to his daughter Helen to come and help out. Since

she was engaged to Carl Winter (whom she later married) at the fime
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she did not want to leave New York City where the fanily was living.
Instead she asked her friemd Carolime, who was working with her in the

She consented and?‘gfé
f Jimmie higgins Bookstore at the time, if She would go. Bo began a’work

 91ationship rzEwzmnxfxrakine which wazxkoxiaxkxikz lasted ﬁhaxxxxxxmf
rdughout the balance of Wag's 1life, ami which some years later also

-

kturned into a wife-husband relatlionshin. i

Helen wrote her father about the arran@ements, and sometime later he
c%ere back that since there was no money to pay an office workers it weuld“”
38 best not to send anyone. , . | ’ *.‘;%f

Two factors influenced Caroline's decision to go to Pittsburgh ﬁheth#r:

progressivenwiron=-it

.gary in the world
((({LooE UP DIRECT QUUTE))))
’iad outlived’its usefulness. Her belief that Socialism was a better syst&m,
énd that the workingciass, esvecially those in the mines, mllls ard
Zfﬁétories had to believe and be in the forefront of those who brought;;,
abﬁut the change from KmzxkxXkzm Capitalism to Socialism, Her desire t@
help to imurove the miserable conditions which ‘capitalism had impnsed ,
npon the miners, and to get to know these workers Jn what she a:nsidereﬁ
'8 Vvery basie industry. Feeling that she could get a job and voluntaer‘
‘her spare time to help in the relief work, she bought a return excursieAi

train ticket from New York to Pittsburgh for one dollar, and ixxnxxuxx

Jith a packed suitcase set forth on a bunday afternoon arriving in Pitts-%
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¢

S Excursions are the poor man's way to travel and see America. ,Thereyafg
‘ still ’ ¢”
vtrain excurslons to such wonder spots as Niagara Falls, to the baseball i
for” theround . trpowas.. :
3xmxx and world series games, to big cities.. Ekexz Ibgwjare/ix usually

' sthewsguivalent--of. amfeWWdollars less than—ome.way fare. The people were:
knxxxkx always in the happy good mood of excursidnists. There was singingw
Jand dancing, the first nlght, but everyone was tired and sleepy on the w&y
home and had to get some rest before reporting to work the next morning.:é
Fﬁﬁmx Since the fare ma for the roupd trip was usually the equivalent of %
a few dollars less than one way fare some. people would take the ride ore
way and sell their return tickets for a doli;; or two and xkkiX be ahead.
After checking her bag and washing Carollne waited until 9 a.m. Went ‘
xxxirmk out and secured a ;ob on which she was to rfporj:/the next dgy, and
hen report to the relief office to volunteer her services. She was putﬁ
éo‘work and at the end of/the-day told that some how some money would be ‘
f&@und 80 she could pay her rent and have something to eat. Wages nominglly
Qefe‘set a $25.00 a weekl(a cut PrEmxwmrxxxevkzms for her). ) ;
Money raising methods wmxe similiar to those used in Passalc were S
resorted to. In addition miners e@uipoeﬁ with their hats and xhx lamms,;§ 
A?tacbed,which 1lit thelr way in the dark/munnels and in the coal rooms, |
“Houred the country as sveakers and fund/gaisers.

Since the life in a coal camp is gore concentrated, and usually M
:ﬁad a predominance of Italians or SqufSlavi§ group, the miners and thairﬁél
4@1?33 organized soup kitchens. They/would request the type of food
:ﬁhey desired - mpaghettl, beans, etc., - and would . cook up soﬁeldish, crif‘f
;g‘thick rich soup which everyone nﬁxé&xxxxkxkx eat. They took pride in |
{tﬁeir cooking and wamIdxkmkx Slavicgmﬁ?ers Wbuld say that eve§ if Ehey

+ were second generation Americans, ﬁgey were still called "hunkles”




The strike lasted and finally were forced back under the

‘same conditions. 2%%2%% ? was collected in relief.

{

In 193327 When the miners were sgain on strike, Wag once again
’ unorganized
headed thely relief work. &hixxxkxkkaxzmxﬁxdxxmxﬁﬂx & group of/miners

om Halan County, Kentucky, who had bea out on strike against miserable
company
22?(give 1if possible) conditions, which included. attacke from/hired

gun  thugs came to Pittsburgh and asked to R affiliate

/

[P
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PASSALD :
add to sectlon after/ winning at Botaﬁy Mills

!
. .

In j .
. Amzzxdkrgxk® "Laborand Textiles” by Robert V. Dunn and Jack Hardy,

hmpxdeamrkhadxtis SERtkEX Sk IR AN TR R EE X KR EX A KR EX AR S Y ENBRERCRER
aﬁakangxxmﬁx {copyrighted 1931) | |
. say the Sllowing about the strike settlemeﬁts:
'On December 13 theBotany and a subsidiagz%mill agreed to,
the same conditions and a small silk mill léter fell into line. ! N
"But other mills including the big Forstmann and Huffman Camnany ;,
held out, refusing to have anything to do with the union excent te

i
write a letter to an outsider giving a vagua promiss of no discriminaticn.

?Wcrkers in these mills finally called off the strike. Because of dis~“§ ‘
erlmination and the deozﬁsﬁién that hit the industry later, many of them .
falled to get back their jobs. o

"Many of the more active Botany workerS’were also discriminated
“against, the personnel staff of the comnany exercising the rlght to . %Lﬂ
ﬁhnose the workers to be taken back. U, T.mw officials confined thema&lves
(tohmild negotiations with the mills and made no efforts to keep up the -
}militant goirit of the workers. Th=ay This was further dampened by
the introduction of A.F.of L. ”Educational":methods and the holding of a -
'Labor Chauntauqua" addressed by local Chamber of Commerce officals and .
" other Open Shop advocates. : i

"Gradually the workers mmw saw they h;d been "let down," éﬁd that |
;the promised rewards of going into the "main streampof the labor movemant“
;in the hope of a zood settlement had not been realized. The four UT.N. Tx
fiacals continued to function for a time under local leadershin but the ;

naetional office of the union did noth&nc to help or encourazs them. Their ‘

membership dwindled. They withdrew from the UT .W. in 1928 when some of .

‘thelr young leaders were expelled by the naﬁional union for thelr Left

S
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The fact that some of these points and others were not clear to

the SxmkxXk=k Spartacus (Left-wing section of the Socialist Party

of Germany) drown the workers movement in blood and chst the lives of

- such of their leaders as Kdrl Leibknehht,;with whom Wag apveared on the
same platform in Cleveland,fhio in ___ % gnd Rosa Luxenburg. Cause the’

downfall after World War I of revolutions in Hungary, (((name others???)

end the victory of Mussolinil's fascism in Italy.

s » L‘\, f.\c““‘{{ ~
,§$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ The pamphlet "ARE Thére Classes in America, byblished by the SR

,i?ﬁSocialist Party and written by a Hational Lecturer of the Socialist .
" ) AN "
, Party, copyrighted in 1914, hyxkhexixkianm and selling for 10¢, glves a .-

v T T

: good plcture of the way the Soclalist Party functioned.

* H . - < o >
‘e ; s N . Hi B 2N

bl an

e
RFL

[ R P P i\.)J.'wJ,J.Ub'.
siallsts did their most inense work around the election
-« campalgns in the country. “hen they ran Bugene V.Debs for Preéidentv »

in he polled votes. =~ They hired z train amd naﬁéd'

. -1t The Red Special, from which they conducted thelr 1908é?and 191497

'ipresidentialaelectimn campalgns, YWag Xxxk road the 1912 Red Speciall‘

-
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lwe mcialis Party mxemibiEdxEEkRRATARIXRL 1eft tuelir or7 dnusul’m
‘*“A ey

- ., ' L.A&Lv iy
Lonaage red ern;z,t,L m s, %xmyx printed a oclia

é
i 4

”x’v‘:'t anﬂz’ :z.n

;
t";e:.r ovn lanuage, meet_ﬂ;*,zm*t saclal ard cui,tmj:u ‘aifslrs were camwd
A heloing ©o Lmericanize and -
on in thelr cwn langusaze. Thc Lﬂib take of senwnt%@n - not/ﬁring,/;g thess |

" h

¢

wo rkers into one big onganizm‘;ion with American worle rs rrad beeﬂ *oo:.n‘aed

e »

out years 2320 by Xgrl Marx.

e

f‘v.
%

g

kS .
?’; ' N t

'&

ERVEN

(((((( Give examolos in§ 1etters. First where he chastlzes the

4

—ftermans for pelnoatoo mucn 'sbove'!, then pointipg out

~

weaknesses in summorganlz ation.))))

A ¢

paver "short, cutis. A'tcomiccf had been areamed uy

Dopular/"Aluer books. FREEREXRERRE ivo/m in "thos& days.

3 o BT TR S
g BT i S AN g 25 Tms, VN “""%‘n\,

S5y R St
o 55 RN NIRRT i S T i e

There were a few Socialist Sanday chools in the blg c;.tles. NEERERX
- thate
% Seme -Socialists-felt/oerhans it would be bebber -f For their ehildr*en nob

%

BY Nt o RGO

T haver | Not all Socialists sent thelr children. = Some were teo busylf e
£ 7% *)&‘

7 +.9 .
3 ith their own oroblemgs others did not uhi“lk the Chlld en would understand;z
bkl il i Rk et 2 T 1“”””**«»:—» NI 5 0 o g g e TR 3T et i 7 >,




v few too busy bteachlng Socialism to everysne else who vnuld listen and

" Vet g, B

ball

’--

eving the children would XsXImwxhXimtly automatically follow thelr { £

parents. In sowme families -=- too often the wife -- was no Socialist, and:

1

-f'»w

oy - 2 oo

sacrificing life of a 3ocialist. ¥Ful Loo-meny wvemllls

e

o
wrhoan

ny iam1li°sy

can ¢ s

)J
£ fu,

be Kx& added to ‘those’ of Hortense and Alfred Wagenknecht, who can.claim

N Lo

smwerRis the SoclallBt Party orwanizer
St ate.

-

xixxknfk He had written sbout the circumstances of his going as follows:
¢ here br ing in why -- back@round in ulevelaﬂd—- o

Y{ashington State was the gateway to the great Alaska gold fields which =
/ thousands white wilderness.

!

in had lured hundreds to she/hnrdxhkns
wi hout our modern water UT)Of, heat insulated equipment, in

. Perhaps he, too

ask Hortense if he ever tuou~ht df 22ing.

If he joined for a short time,
thmntxhkeximkning  the ““rman Lutherian cdourch/ during this
beﬁove he ceme . . o L
neriod or/ /in Clevelands’, » ' S L T

f

i
! "
i 3
; B . .

{
{
§
Yaz described his work ang activi~y during ®kx as a )oci 21ist -

&




Sections frpom the Anti-~ ‘ar Resolutlion of the 3.P. adonted in

3t. Louls -1917 ;

oo

{ from Jiew Liasses of July 10, 1934- a quote

-
-

Tihe only strugzle whlchdwould justify the vorxers in taking up arms
/

" im the 7reat struggle of the working class of the JOPld to free itself

from economic eXﬂloitation and pOlit*C&l ovwression, and we particular-

. 1y warn the workers against the snare and dglusion and so-called de=-

fensive warfare. & TUUvv-eee : i

it

They (the 30cialists) will meet war and the detd led nlans for war

~already manoned out by the war-making arms of the governament by massed

war resistance, orzanized s far as

nwaqgﬁgabls in 2 general strike of-

;‘nw

AT s R g
wx‘_ R AR N

" labor unions and »rofessional srouns in a united effort to msake the

\

o~

!‘, R Py : .o
. waging of war a »ractical imnossibility and to convert the capitalist

war crisis into a victory for socialism.

{
.

Declaragtions ends

"The .ocialist Party nroclaims anew its faith in economic and politicel

«'/

democracy, but it unhesitatingly épnlies itself to the task of replacing

the bogus democracy of capltalist nsrliamentarism by a2 genulne workers!

\

democracy. Canitalism is doomed. IF it can be sunerseded by majority -

2

vote, the Socis list Party will rejoice. IF the crisis comes through

the denial of majority rights after tre elect;rate has given us a mandate,

»

. we s8hall not hesitate to crush by our labor solidarity the reckless

forces of reaction and to consolidste the 3oclalist sfate. If the
canltalist system should collapse in a jeaer-l chans ind c-nfusion,

which cannot »narmit of »rderly »rodedure, the »ocilalist rarty, whether

~0p nob in such 2 cuce 1% ia 4 najoriby, 111l not shriank frowm the

_workers' rule. True democracy is a worthy means to progress; but

A4 %
resoonsibility of orgaenizing and maiﬁ%aining a government under the

true democracy must be created by the workers of the world.

©

z




check thinlt this while Fag In jaii. Hobbtense
: 2cting
fprom The Jhlo Soeialist, »oril 9, 1919 ' ,
_— ) ~naner ©hio, Kentucky, Virginls
affer wog came from jall.g99% i West Virginia and New Mexico
aesort ol dtate vecretary Alirved .agenknecht at quarterly mieting aP

The State Lxecutive mmmkiax Committee, 3P of Ohio, held in Galion,
Ohio, Sat & 3un March 29 and 30. The cemmittee had voted to meet in
Galion in response to an invitation by Comrade 'm, M. BBishbp) Browm, [

who desired to offer the state ormanization a shaks headguaarhow:s

S —

free Vag endshiz Gn ~ . _he)
£r=z of expense. Aikxxxxn\lnproddction/wmloh(%ells“ﬁé@what the workers
ov ‘

in Burone are dvingxxx&ni sayinn ‘our ¢ mrades of the Socialngrty,
tﬂﬁqug l&\pOﬂS ?Lﬂn the oxoerlences ol our Ruronein cowurades, Lre

. learning that the only hope for the workers lies in uncomnrgmiSing i
tactics and in proletarian control. His corzanizational report says:
Tthe majority of locals in Chio have increased thelr activhty two-
fold since the first of -the year. Reoax ts from locals nrove that the
~methods used by the ruling class to supprééé ouv@ctivitfes but whet‘thé
“appetites of the workers for a ¥nowledge of socialism. Ag’ a result, :
larger meetings have been held in Ohio.simee..hallsf have been crowded
to the doors. Imxxzmy¥ ...7Two and thrae halls have had to be rented to-
hold the crowds...not only for the uebs' meetings, ...but others.

"Wany local s that were inactive during the ‘last year of the war have

now reorganized or Dald their arrears Ln dues. Threats of persecution
are always more effective in small towns. Our smaller loczls suffered

- severely....but a wonderful change has taken placg/gigge-the signing of

the armistice.

"fwexdmikm  For the naver Way sajs "our State paver ls fast becoming

‘one of the best liked vaners #n the United States”, which‘shows its
“circulation reached more than xkmxxkzk Ohio residents. "The 6, 000

subscription list in February hes gea. increasing at the rate of 150

¥
/

new subscribers & week."




2= Jhio 3Soclalist Aoril 2, 1919

"After all, there 1s no secret formmla by whlich a poverful organlza-
badt, Ul fag.  Thhe maln ottribube necossary Xfee..

L3 to D2 ey dic »F romiciag hoad aloas roll-ontlin 124 »long aad cwrylag

e ——
T —
e - 3 e Ay - D - . . M -
JN233 L3 G 3. co3330 T evaclus i,
- L . » P K Y cee . - ; Y~ = A = g L o
Sydo i ioowa ts oL el oslganl D7 oL T ogtiechb, H2imanic “*izaxﬂt

Jo7 3,320 Lisablizs o oy 13t 5o orotsst Joust imprisonment, and de-

manding the release of all political prisoners. 7The calls says "Even
if you can not secure a sveaker, the sneeches which Debs.and’bther
convicted $ocialists madeypkvhich we will Send you, will giye yéu an
insniring, enthusiaétic meeting. ...5etect a good reader...fullow the f
instructions we will send for the full meeting progran....Copies of
posters to advertise your meeting; orotest” nostal cards, a new kind
of anolicition blank for (Socialist) 1embersh1n..will be sent.
ex  RmxaxxsEn ﬁaxxxx&ﬁﬂk On the back p&vé“of the Susyiets.- paper

is a mast head ”News and Views - A Weekly Survey, Edited by

GI" e
C.E Huthenbe ' "
z% . i //_,,./
—, R
JaB X ERbee (Lt was a mistake not
i o
-Brown's offer. The-weasosb ﬁde§%@&Wtﬂe
ATV T A T T W s e i KT T VNl s v Wo“ﬁ?““u; RS

Prevailing opinion at the time held Gallion waé too small a

town from which to carry on Socialist state-wide activities.
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+0llowed Hagwoodl!s example.

Yuge effecta o7 40 split nrovoked Dby t@e right wing were almost . .

gavastropilc for tae rarty. In May 191a, t@é“burty nad numbored

1 - “ o
150,00u meubers {(altho wzn the averase Tfor the swae year was 120,000) -
. |
i
"Thev In four montiis® tiie 1t had cropuwed Oy 40,000, )
. - ’ ! ’
! ‘~

k Aug. Lffé/&ﬁﬂfiw;r s335Juslon D Lha Iant'l o

FIND OUT YEAR WAG WENT BACK TO OHIO =~ - .
‘ WAS DELEGATE FROU OHLO TO ST.LOULS

s p 134 -= 3%, LouisggégventiOn‘— Anti-war stﬁnd
T 19179%— ;

i
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Insert somewhere

becane

Yag's attifude towards the contribution of those he felt/the
victims of factmamal struggles in tbe

Party K i

is exewnlied in thess’rsmarks he ‘made /in a letter to William

8

Wag felt we lost many gxmmxxxxxmxznﬁx gincere, capable and
- through :
hard working former 1eaders krxEke factional kamixing methods of

worked the ?arty‘used\ In cwreanﬁdence with William Z. Foster in
o /- checking factual
19561, when In 1951 William z. Poster was £EYYEL ﬁﬁﬁg material
many letters
of the early Party history and wrete/to Wag.

That some old timers were wrﬁnged inithe factional fighting ~

in the.Party can be seen in his!correSpoﬁdence with William Z.

A

Foster. In 1951 Foster was c7ecking fa?tu#al gxkim material
relating to early narty nistory and wgggg;ﬁgg_a number of‘lettefsgf%j«f”““

Since these were underground days not much mterial was written or -
xiun kevpt. Yag wrote: "Ag to Katt.erfeld. TYou will remember tnat
I suggested that I get in touch with himzfirst. I have more of anj*ﬁ;t
unders tanding about his frgme of mind than others. He was mortally
wounied wen Lovestone expblled him from the Party and no one stepﬁé&;tw&
forward to depend him- gnd no one stepped forward to reinstate him )
after Lovestone was ex¥pelled. I have not seen him for six yearﬁ,br
more.  Send me hlg address if you have ?t." Later Fostérxwrotg S
"Today we locabéd Katterfeld and called ﬁim.uo. %hen he was toié thé2~4
I wanted to soesk with him about Party'historlcal matters, he sald he
: interested. So that's that. oo have the mighty fallen.x‘ ‘
%el answered Foster saying: "As for Katter;eld, ‘I thought I made the

most mractical anaroach . However, thaq is water over the dam now an§7
& . H N )

nothing can be done about it." %&X&ixﬁxxiﬂik Even though Vag knew -

there was nothing to be done at this’ late date, he chalked- it uw as ona
he hoped that the Party would learn to‘tave a myxk more human annroach

haoretiosllxr cc:mqi Aomyard 4 dee imn Go  amwmrmrur el mﬂppﬂ{}ﬁ



written for his 50 year of active work/in the labor and wogressive

novement.
A TRAST 00 TAGe—-

B Wred Blair | ; : ) i

Yo fom T
Here's to Vg, /

Who'll never lag
No natter how some others dru bl ‘

Here's %o the first sreat fifhy years |
It A X ey & e 7 3 ',v 3 ,
iaich set the capitalists oun/their ears:
Here's %o the next brave fi“z’cy rears

Which*ll bury the capitalis s, eyes and earsd

L

4s fo Yruman,

Who's hardly human, |
And iellon and Morgan, |
And evexy orzan ;
Of "all Strect und the bolwgeoisie—-
Here's infany, ) ‘

And for_etfulnessy °* P
They don't deserve amy rore; o
I wouldn't wish them legsl : i
¥ # .
; -
1
: -] .
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INSERT: % ”

.+ Chinese probarb he copied it in longhand,' tymed a dozen covles and

[

. began distributing a copy to each active ‘Qtvorker he mek. ’
; Go to the people ' '

\

Live among them

Learn from them
Love them
. Serve them A

Plan with them 1
Start with what they know
Build on what they havel

(Ancient Chinese)

{
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(f ormation of 3
split & CPY

iIXcenpts

The Communist, 3-2etd 18939.

"Some Remarks Sn The Twentieth Anniversary of the C.P.U.S.A " by

" BEarl Browder (Yritten at a time when the marty was united, Browder was

its Natjc<nal General 3ecretary, and the exnressions of the magazine ERm 13
. officially T
. in _«hich it aove ared/those of the national 1eadership )

"In the beginning of thé‘modern organized Soclalist movement in the.

i1
¥

1 U.S., its relations with the trade unions were close and harmonious. "Even
# . ; L
Smauel Gompers, who later became- the traditional "socialist eater” as head

" of the A, E.of L., was trained in a SOCialis% environment, and fo% 8 timei o

- T

worked in harmony with the bciallsts/..l..ﬂnder the inspiration of. e

‘ Daniel De Lcon,...the Saclallst-Labor Party demanded the narty's direct

;_reoresentation iﬁ/g;ade unlon counclls. It was largely this issue xhi

that precipitated the split in the o001alist Labor Party which gave birth

to the Socialist Party of’ America, under the leadership of hillquit,’Debs

N P

and Beﬁerﬁ T e %

"But if tne socialist~Labor Party,'under DeLeon, had committeé
"fatal mistakes of rigid, ioctrinaire, bectarlanism,the aocial Party, ;
under the dominating influence of ﬂillquit; adopted an eqgually dlaasiroua
policy of "neutrality" on trade union questions, a polic y which liqu&date@'
the influence of the Socialist Party.in.the "The 3ocialist Party aﬁta;gedi‘
‘a relativeiy stable influence primarily in;those uniops which it ha& P;f>
‘been k=xx- primarily instrumental in founding-fhe needle trades uﬁiéas’iéi:
- New Yaﬁk, where the workers had brought a aocialist'consciousness and!&ra;hq
~ing from their lands of orlgin, to a ,reat extent from Russia.ﬁx v

ces "Eﬁ?%anemw;bwﬁwmm&4&tMmaaeme@t«@a&&ed*fvrﬂ%aakﬁai;M&px&&n—%hag&g

- MPhe 3ocialist Party did oproduce strong indiv1dual 1eaaers, but %hey

o &

‘ﬁna‘“wﬂlv

" failed because they were not clasely bound lnto a collectivitys.

..3trong leaders tended to create 8i¢ﬁéion3 and factional tendenciesyg»

o ofmeeemQnoddetind oot .. The nroblem of unity ‘became 2 problem of unmrinciphﬁ

compromlses between GOﬂLli“tlng leaders, and of blacs of snecial interests.s




Thus, when the .Jocialist Party/besan to grﬁﬁ ranidly just'before and |
“during the Vorld Yar, its ranlis became a véritable kxkX Babel of‘confusion'
%in ideology, and the strongey it grew in numbers the weaker it became>iﬁk“
<finner cohesion. It tended more and more to become a mere electioneeﬂing

combinaticn of the mx t disnarate and ideolo*ically conflfcting é.:,,r’oups aﬁd
)ftendencies. That the Zocialist Party, even in its heyday, oroduced n@t a\x

éingle piece of 11 erature of lasting 51gnlxicance is suffident ccmment&ry

suvon the sterildfty «f its inner political 1ife, which is the 1nev:§:tab3.a

gonseqiiﬁgg of lack of Marxian theory,.
lch was the condition of the socialist movement in America When~ﬁhe\

1d%ar and then the Russlan Revolution struck it with stunning force,"'”

transformed overnight the political situation in which it dperated, and

revealed the inevitable h@lplessness of any working class party in a: o

iérevolutionary situation when 1t is not equiobed with Marximm»Lcninism‘i{;;
;;The 0ld 3ocialist Party never recovered from the blow; the most it could f‘
" contribute to history waf/pQ/Wive bjrth, thrwu;h a split forced by ;ts
,;dgminant leaderigég,/ﬁb the Communist’ Part;, in Sevntember 19 19.‘
The American Socialist Party did not attempt t o answer the

“j-question of 1ts w/ar policy untlil 1917, in|the same month the U.$ enter—

"ed the war. In special convention in the- city of St. Louls,. 1t patahed
~up & comvromise-resolution onncsing Amerloan entrance intoc the war, “put
h failing to indicate any line of action for?the masses. ....Its onn031~';f
tion to the war remained without any sneci;l Influence upon the working~:
class, nor indeed did it gilve direction even to the Socialist Party itsallf

"At least four distinct ideologlcal currents combiqed to determine. ths

enti-war resolution at 3t. Louls. The pro-war Soclalists, headed by thns
F = : ‘

épargo (today a rock-ribbed Republican‘reaétionary in Vermont); Chester ®

.Wpight (then editor of the New York Call,'Socialist daily) &nd

~illlam Znglish “alling (Shortly before a super-Leftist) had dramatieally
made thelr ¢~ . " 3m the SP undel the direction of Gomeprs, without‘maah

T U R S




P
excerots The Communists. Sept. 1939 article by Browder

/

) / .
influence among the Sociallst Party'@embershin. The Jt. Louis Convention.,

. therefore, had no open pro-war 1nfl?ence to speak of. DBut the antl-war

,delewates were far from any u nified oninion.

"There was, first of all, the tendency of American 1solationism, the

iddle~western Populist influence

which on murely emnirical and separatist—

ggéounds, opposed American intervention. Secondly, there was a strong tred

' Christian-Socialist pacifism,/ which later came to dominate the SP &

“thfough the person of Norman Thpmas. Thirdly, there was a Dro-German inw

fluence, which, from long dene dence upon the leadership of the German

Bocial-Democratic Party, concg/luded that German victory would best serve 5;%,

the world Soclalist movement. And, four thly, by no means the’ dominant X

;teﬁdency, was the revolutionary socialist influence, striving toward but*

and ng the position taken by Lenin and the Bolshe*&J ‘

>
* s

not yebt clearly under

vviks in Eurove.

" Two outs ding figures in the bocialist Party tried hermically to %é;

“"lead theip harty into a revolutionary struggle againg t the war. They Werﬁ

Bugend V. Debs and Charles E. Ruthenberg. Just before golng to prison ¥

.P6r his anti-war struggle, Debs dramatlcally declaimed in a »ublic sﬁ&ach'A

A{;“I am a Bolshevik from the crown of my head | to the tip of my toes."

Ruthenberg later became a leading figure in. the formation of the Gommnnist

=Party and was 1ts first General Secretary until his death in 1927, zxi u

with him went most of those who actively fought against the war.

"?he October ﬁevol&tion in Bussia brozght a wave of mass enthusiasm.”,”

ibammno the workers and of raoid growth of the Socialist Party. The writings

- 'of Lenin began to anoear in English in imJerfect and sometimes even dis-aj

i
torted translations, but of & most arofoundginfluence. A period of‘intanse

study and furious disé£§§f55§”ensu§d. _T%Aﬁfj/%é A revolutionary wiﬁgltcok'
, ‘ . e 3 .

shace within the Socialist Party, qulckly Obtaining the allegisnce of the

éreat majority of its membership.

The call for the founding of the Gam»;

ot s PR A




into a Natilonal Conference early in 1919. Qt first the 3rclalist leéd"“

rshlp maneuvered with the issue; but,finally, under the influence of Hill-

.quit, it took its stand against the Russian Revolution and against the

Communist International. Abandéning all pretense of majorlty rulé Withing

’the soclalist Party, it exaelled the organizations representlng the ma jor=

ity of the members bip, right on the eve of the national convention called ”

e,

‘in Chicago. Thus, the split in the bociallst Party was forced by ita

——

jleadership, and the Communist Party was born in Chlcago, on

'Se“temoer 1, 1919, with lwttle prenaration, very ch“otlc organizatien,_ 4

and minlmum of mature and tested leadership or nrogram.
"It is convenient to deal with the first gecade of Communlst Party
'hlstory as a single period, ‘ because the entire ten years was daminateﬁ

(italics) . e
y the basic oroblem of the creation of a narty of a new type g basing

 861f on harxism-Leninlsm, beginnlng the mastery of theory and its inde- ‘

T

nendent application to American problems and’ cbnditions¢

o &

e

ey
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nstes on onenu

emnection with Fosters History CPUZA

39 -~ CP Cleveland

85 Labor Party -ungels .

196 - Impossibilists

= 77 DeLeonism

Growth in value of Marxist theory

e+ Polemics

© 123 ~C. Z Rutherburg - cimmfx chief

124-125 Kerr pop. Marxists books ;

Tech Aid - USSR :

Faminine Relilef s

©145-148 U.F. suonort | s
. 250~ Pissaic |
UF support —

251» Gastonia {
KKK !

256~ Liners strike
o

Paga 158459 defarendums in ST |
2 lseftson Bxecutlve ;

© 162 thh & Weag? Kat.

in expulsions

T
-‘n .._:.'9 H

i
H

i

/

Contraiiction - 120-121 re role B intellectuals

3141 - Jar - Cleveland Hdgts. AMnti-Draft

171 CP held CLP Convention had many ﬁensheviks
‘-174 - CP  The only Bolsh All in 3 750 refhsed liIIQ“it leadershin

162 ~ Zef on conf. Hoscow. Delegztes elected ~ left

163 I & K unse*ted. at ix not called to meedinz. Took no part

; ﬂ 171 ~ No camnaign for left Gele “tes to SP convention. Uonfusion
;.V - c o

(over)



siweviks and not fik for @ membershin. 7P feorind of chsrgs

by OP that i1t yras I falled to mobili.e the th-usands

<3

of L7 sympahtizers dropping out of Sr so as not to

become mygixyxraxzmmsxpfxuxy  impure in eyes of, CP.

ion of vhe masses - Jr aass actioa ~ Huthenberg dudbed Centrist.
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‘7.p . :

t

others)))) mpoke to thoussnds anmd helped to ralse funds for victims of -

‘ P L
- Hltler: fascism. ¥he 1llegal booklets which started out with Goethels .. e«
D0 ens, or a story, and then turned into an anti-fascist tract, were

%u@ught to America and distributed on these tours.
%

;E The Sociallsts wer e great propagandists; They helped In the i
{ an ' '
jgreat "muck rafking" days. The success of such papers as "Bhe Appeal

to Reason", which circulated copies at its veak in
" was e
REEE, Yag sald, due to thelr crusading character.’' He would explain

how they took up one 1issue (find.such an issue 1n some of the back .
and ‘ ' .
numbers) explain it, gagsxaxpkxmxmf write in such a popular mamner as”™ "~ -
to arouse its readers. The next 1ssue, and the next AND next would

continue on the 1ssue. The reader s would not dnly lookklforwapdtto

iqaceiving thelir paper, but would order a bundke to iixkxikxkx.sel;iandllfii

ggstribute. ‘ ) T - IR . :M§x 
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Hi

Possibilists: (definition P 155 Letters KM FE

the vetty ~bourgéﬂis, refoJ;ist wing of the French Parti

‘Ourier, which split off frorﬁ the nart:‘f in 1882. The vossibilists confined
‘the activity of the working class wigﬁin the framework of what i1s °
"gosﬁ.ble” under capitalism, In 190%, they asenized the opportunist -
., French 3ociallst Party, together wi%h other reformist groups as a
counterpolse to the Socialist Party/ of France. <the two parti?s mergédfj‘

in 19805."%

,,,,,




LETTERS OF K.M.

In the Prefane

"Preface to the Russian Tr

& F.E. © Aovendicgs & |

u

sent different

4 ¢ ~mirlson of the comments by Marx

stages of rcapltglis t deve

ipolitical life

”’at\harx and Engels most of all eriticize in British xnd Amarm

e

E@c. 28, 1886)

forms of daminatlon by.the bo

varicus'political and e

‘ﬁhoae ‘who openly adopted our platfwfm,

of thesa cdunt;ies..f romtfhe scientific-standnoint
what we observe here is a s.uple of materialist dialectics, of ﬁhe
8bility to bring out and sthess’ the aifferent noints and dirferenﬁ

%QSides‘of a question inxgcwordancé'with the specific pecularitiesé@f

ytazes- ‘of the national labor movement in tarlous countﬂiea

Teliom is' 1ts isolation #rom the, labor

-~

their numerous corments on thé“éﬁgialjDamncratic ?ederation in Engl#nd
and on.£he‘American Soclalists is the”accusation that they hav& redu
fMarxism to a dogma, to a "rigld orthodoxy,"
‘eredo and not a gulde to action,' that' they are incapable af ad%%ting
Othémgelves to theAéret;cally .eipless, bu1 living, powerful, zgﬁgflah&r

‘movement marching pas hem. d
"Hadﬁweffr///ig;;’to 1873 ing;sged on
hngels exclaims in hia 1ebter
~of January 27, 1887, “whera should we be &cday?“% ;

“T“EE*Férerenae-

.slation cf Letters by V‘I. Lenin

America on the other,- repre
1//

and Enggls on the, '“«.

is highly instructiva. :i%i'

»bance whaz we remember that

lopment and differentb;

pgeoisie,'as a. class, of the entire*

vanomig'conditions

adtics”of the'ﬁorkers' narty, ‘'what we see her ;

ks of the milftant proletariat in accorﬁance wiﬁh tha

"From tha standncint cf thaz

lof the~Communist Mﬁnifeata

‘mgmement. The burden afrall

that they considar it a




. George on the American working class, he wr!
"A million or two of workingmen's votes 1
fide workingmen 8 barty is Marth.infinltely

thousand votes ior a doctrinally nerfect nlz

Ltes:

1ext November for a b~§&~

a3 may be seen from,

Engels

late Jrogram.

unders oandlng What is at su&Le, w111 “le T

Vi

ol “he vop:Ln*ﬂaq s party - pn mo matt

Mo d e

1

a great m;stake....

Jater on ﬁhe uorkers xkﬂ& wmll tnemselves come uO an

frum thslr Gwn m¢stakas

Lat na L;onal conuoliaabaun K

g




1;» without ziving up -or hiding our >wn distinct position and even organia&~“

/

- - . - . / ‘
 ingels to lirs. Florence Kelly ‘lschnewetzky
!

“r

i

/ London, Feb. 9, 1887

“the mdovement in America, jusat jat this moment, is I believe o E

“est seen from across the ocean. On the spot personal bickering o !1%

and local disnutes must obscure yuch of the/vrapdeur of 1t. 4And the

v e
o

f only thing that could really delay its march would be the consolidation

of these differences into esta?lished sects. To s=some extent that‘?i%l}7-

~be unavoidsble, but the less of it the better." ... Our theory is a e

-theory of evolution, not a dggma to be learnt by heart and to be
.reneated mec%anically....Th less it is drilWed into the Amerlcans

from the outside and the mbre they test 1t through their own experince

- with the help of the Germans - the deeper will it »ass into their“'ffax“

~ flash and blood. 'hef we returned to Gerra ny, in Soring 1848, we joined wu

She XmEx Democrgtic Parfysas the only nossible means of gaining the '

~ear of the working class; we were the most advanced wing of that party;V

R // * . ’ v
but stilk’a wing of 1t., When Marx founded the International, he drew

e General ules in such a way that all working-class soclalists -

0f that period could join it-- Proudhonists, Plerre Lerouxists, and even |

.. the more advanced section of ‘he L03lish ﬁrade unio-ns; and 1% REEN on¢y ;g

throuzh tids latitude that tﬁe Interanational became what it was, the
means of gradually dissolving and absorbing 211 these minor sects, with
the sxcention of the anarchists, whose sudden avnearance in various (

countries was but the effect ‘of the violeht bourzeols reaction aftér the
Commune and ch;d/the/;fore safely be left by us to die eut of 1tself,

"which it did. Had we from 1864 to 1873 ;nisted on working together iny \

with those who openly adonted our ﬂlatform, where should we be today”if

I think all our aractice has shown that 1t is vnossible to work along. With

i

the 7zeneral movement of the workfng%class at every one of its stages

tion, and I am afraid that if the GermanuAmeric ans choose a different

‘line they will commit .a aresat wistake.
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