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August 26, 19% 
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For Immediate Release: 
* 

J Alfred ::Jagenknecht, 75, veteran Midwestern CommunisL. anddds&5alist leaderl 

t 20, he was an 

'i .i .. 

t o  U, S, entry into b s L d  War ,>. 

o, speech outside the, state .,. 
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~WACENKNECHT : -  

: DIES; MIDWEST j 
i COMMIE CHIEF : 
g A l f r e d  ~agenknech t ,  75, nr 
r communist and socialist lead- f; 
o e r  in the midwest since 1919, E .. 
n died yesterday in Mi c h a e 1 2: 
I. Reese hospitaI follo\ving an - '. -' operation. 

4rom 1938 to 1941 and chair-@ 
man of the Communist party 2 
of Illinois from 1941 to 1945, # 
according to the statement. 

. He leaves his widow, 'Caro- 
line; three daughters, and a .f 
brother. Memorial services ;: 

-:t ,will be held a t  8 p. m. tomor- $ 
!,row in the c h a p  e I at 3606 # 
Roosevdt rd. 2 $ - 
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~ e m o r i a l  services for Alfred 
Wagenknecht, 75, one of the & 
found4rs of the Communist par: c* 
ty in the United States, will be 
held i t  8 p.m. Tuesday in the 
chapel at  3600 W. Roosevelt. igb 

Mr. Wagenknecht died Sun- 
day fin, Michael Rcese hospital. Uc 

As a young man he was a 
union organizer and later a 
mpnber of the Socialist party. E 

,Mr. Wagenknecht later b e  ter 
came first national secretary of ant 
$he Illinois Communist -Labor gn 
barty. 

That, group merged w i t h  -, 

anpther 3n 1923 to' become the 
present Communist party. 

* * *  
%XJGENE V. Debs, the Social. 

ist leader, was jailed in 1918 for 
sedition when he protested the 
imprisonment of Mr. Wagen- C ,knecht who had opposed Amer- , 

ica's entry into World War 1. 
In 1949 an undercover FBI X.J 

agent identified hfm as telling m 
s Communist dass here that ml' 
"for the workers to take over Mt 
here, well have l x j '  have r 
revolution." a f 
He is survived by his widow ch 

and three daughters including ; 
Mrs. Helen Winters of Detroit trc, 
who was sentenced to four na 
years in prison in 1954 as a as 
Communist under the Smith mo 
Act. i!. 
i 1 no1 

R d . ~ - B ~ ~ a o l . . . .  . IIZ 
s 'Red Squad' I 31 . . 3 >iL.* 3 ; I  At a Funeral k ~ ~ . ~ j , + ~ . . ~ b  

, -,,--:- 

341 . 
2" Memorial services, for ~ L f r e d  
!:: Wagenknecht, 75, me of the 
154 founders of the Carnrnunist par. 
. . .  
:3z t~ in the United States, 'win be 
l o  held a t  8 p.m. Tuesday in i@ 
.02 chapel at  3600 W. Roosevelt. 

, . .* 
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:-j i WACENKNECHT 1. 

* * *  

nd dn 1949 an undercover m~ 
;& agent identified him ns teaing 
.rt a Cmmunist class he= tIut 
:j ''for the W O T ~ M  to'hke over 
D: here, we'll have to haye a 

revolution." 
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He is Wvived by his widow 
;I and u r e e  daughters including , , 
R. Mrs. Ualnr. %Xr:-*- -I I 

DIES; MIDWEST 1: 
- COMMIE CHIEF.: 
A l f  r e d Wagenknecht, 75, r 

communist and socialist lea& 
er in the midwest since 1919, 
died yesterday in M i  c h a e l 
Reese hospital following an 
operation. 
k statement from the Com- 

munist party of IlIinois said 
Wagenknecht was the f i r s  t 

f 
f 
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. 
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Commonhf Leader, Diesl: 
Alfred Wagenknecht, vet4ran Manchester, Tenn., while rr- 

Communist leader in the Fid-  turning from a trip to Florida. 
west, died after an opeyation Smiving are fie widow, 
Sunday in,Michael Reese!Hos- Ruth; a daughter, Mrs. Marlene 
p~tal. i Pedersen; his mother, Mrs., , 

Mr. Wagenknecht, w Q  was Mabel Wursch, and a brother,' 
75, was a -native of Germany. Melvin. , .  
His father, a Socialist /in that 
country, brought his son, then Harold H. Hughes p' 

18 months old, to th% United S e r v i c e s for Harold ; . 
States. Hughes, 56, captain of Squq 

Mr. Wagenknecht was an as- of the Fire Insurance P: . 
.sociate of Eugene V. ,Debs, Big will be held at 2 p.m. 
Bill Haywood and other pio- in the chapel at 3440 ?7 

n ~ e r s  of radical poli/ical move- trd. Burial will be in O 
-: ments. i Cemetery. 

t '. , 
He entered the labor move- Mr. Hughes, of 

ment at 17, becoming a union Major, died Saturda; - 
organizer and later a member rection Hospital. . . 
d the Socialist Party. He had been eml 

He .gained nrfitional promi- private patrol firm' 
nence when, as leader of the was amember of -- 
Ohio Socialist $arty, he was man's Post NC 
jailed' for app sition to U.S. American Legic ? 'entry into Word 'War I. Surviving is ; 

In 1918 ~ e d s  made a speech A rer , ,at Canton, phio, in protest 
against the j iling of Mr. Wag- 
rnkneeht w& two other So- 
cialist leaded. That led to Debs' ' . 

i - subsequent conviction for sedi- 
tion. 

Mr. W aenknecht became tho 
man of the Cornmu- 
Party founded in Chi- 

ing are the widow, a 
and three daughters, in- 
Mrs. Helen Winters of 

P etroit, who was convicted in 
1954 under tfie Smith Act as 
being a Communist. She was . . 
sentenced to four years. 

Memorial services will bc 
%eld at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the 
chapel at 3600 W. Roosevelt. . . 
Burial will be on Wednesday. 

<,$*- Charles S; . ..., Wu.rsch., .,.- . ,,,. 
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ment at 17, becoming a union . * -A.i 
organizer and later a member :- - ~ n o s  s!% ur rasrunuraro3 p ~ l  

of the Socialist Party. ws!IePoS 0% Q?t S N  sJE.ab S! 

He gained national promi- : Patonap- a H  - * ~ s ? l ~ ! a o P ~ ~ J ~ &  
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Ohio Socialist Party, he was : '.* e * 
jailed for opposition to U.S. . 
entry into World War I. 

In 1911 8 Debs made a speech : 
at Canton, Ohio, in protest i palsanbas uana ssau.rnour. ppr: 
against the jailing of Mr. Wag- 1adey3 av? 30 J U ~ ~ ~ J ! P  a q . ~  
enknecht with two other So- - .p!es auo ,y.~ i woJ3 1265 u! 1Jno3 amaJdns aW ug ~ B M  aq  alp,, + 
cialist leaders. That led to Debs' 
subsequent conviction for sedi- ' . , TW'I 

-ole sAep Jnoj lel!d Mr. Wagenknecht became the 
first chairman af the Coxnmu- ' 

nist Labor Party founded in Chi-: 
cago in 1919, 

Surviving are the. widow, ' a, 
brother and three daughters, in) . -~s~tmu 
cluding Mrs. Helen Winters of' - ~ o 3  u ~ 3 j ~ a t u f  
Detroit, w50 was convicted in' 
1954 under the Smith Act as 
being a Communist. She was! 
sentenced to four years. 

Memorid sentices will be 
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New York 3, N. Y. .. . ----- ;::. ;':>. 

**< s 3 
A,, Dear ITelen Winter: 
*. 
:* 

I t d h o e  w r i  t t en  you sooner, t that the mmuscript you sent  f o r  us rras 
delivered ra ther  ind i rec t ly  were not quite certain w h a t  we were fntsded 
t o  do w i t h  it. me die ,  h ~ w e  ad it very careful ly  arrd with great in terest .  
The %tierial is  so f'ull of p arid anyone lSke myself reading it r;;rust be 
tmtalized Prith regrad not t a t  your f athor and dram out of h2m S;he 
thousands of s tor ies  that Xi i n  his manuscript. 

But j u s t  there s i t  now stands, the manuscript i s  redly 
t h e  outl ine f o r  a &utobi : the  anecdotss are  no t  suf f ic ien t ly  &~-szatized. 

. andeven the p o l i t i c a l m a  eeds more llfleshtl on it. BranUy, Milton 
and I were unable t o  corn any suggestione tonard th% solution of th5s 

., problea. I know t h  ill find i t  diff icult  to accept tMs, but I L%hink *, 

we could convince y sat down together and wont over the manuscript i n  
detail. You would that the s to r i e s  as to ld  here are not a s  viviib as when -2 
were told to y our father,  Urzfortunately, ,no one can make them that  vivid 
agaAn* 

ha' There is, mavcsr, one thing I want to  saggest. If you, a31 of you, children and 
ulh work with a competent reporter end writer,  the record of yous re- 
s of your father coqld be  nads into a splendid book, i n to  nMdh mch of 
aJ. i n  this  manuscript* could be ineo-@orated. This would, of course, 

e mmy interviews, note taking, etc., but there's no question i n  my mind 
t something unforgettable could come out or" it. Please think. of this as a 

, possibil i ty.  I would say that a good model f o r  such a book is P h i l  Bonosky1s an 
B i l l  EEcXis, and the early par t s  of A@es Sniedlayts work on Cbu T&h, Tho -at 
Road, The mafn thing is to  find the writer. I ' m  sorry not t o  have my contacts . 
i n  Detroit ,  but perhaps you know of someone mho would lih to  work w i t h  ~OU, 

This l e t ter  Gore or' less repeats what I t o l d  1.forx-i~ Childs just before he l e f t  
New York. I w a s  sor ry  to  m i s s  you, and h o p  we can meet some timer Milton sends lpou 
his very best. 

Warmly, 
Chalets Humboldt : 

1 
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The nation-wide movement f o r  the 8-Hour day struck deep r6ct.s. 

The  slogan was t imely t h e  labor ing masses, gave it concrete considera- 

.. 'tion, r a l l i e d  a r o u l t  i t ,  

I n  Chicago, t he  

Fullman 
.i 

, f e d e r a l  
1 

r i o t  motive. The Chicago Tribune clai$ed t h a t  trade unions %ere dominated 
I 

Cm-tmnists  and should be d e a l t  with as c o n s - ~ i r a t o r s .  

i C 

A c o l l i s i o n  sf vl~ork-s against scabs occured a t  hlcComicks. . P o l k  e , 

Result 
r e  ca l led . /  B i x  wark cane lag 4, 1886. The pr evious days 

had b e m  q u i e t ,  without inc ident .  m a s s  meeting had b e a  ca l l ed  f o r  %y- 

rfe? t Square. The o r  meeting.-exiected an attendance d 
. , --- - -. . . --- .-, 

".several tens  o f  thousa ce of 3,000 asseable d .  Nayor B a r r i s o n  

.! came t o  the ;neetbg, c o l i c e  Xnspector Bonfield, concb.~ded ,: -' 
4 

.everything was under c e t i n g  con t i m e d .  The audience grew 
I - * . ~ ,  

and , ' ..F . J  

1 
$. ,. mallex, ?hen about 2 c luding repor te r  B Pi nkerton agents, , ~~j 

. . .;i 

and the meeting w a s  ab about ,186 police,  in military forma- . ~.. s 
t . 1  -< 

&i~n marched i n t o  t he  a bomb exploded. 
* 
,l 
- 4 
3; 

Police I n s 2 e c t ~ r  E eld; s o  ha  reported l a t e r ,  gave orders  to . . fq .; 
, 

.V pol ice  to cease f i r i n  T h i s  was proof t h a t  the police were shooting up 
I 

t h e  meeting, and the hys t e r i a  and bedlam were p robab ly  also shootiog 

ezch other. reoorted t h a t  t he re  was!  one k i l l e d  and about 75 woyded ,  
j 

many worker ca sua l t i e s  the re .  were never became know. 

round up. P o l l c e  s t a t i d n s  buldged ~ i t h  grisoners. 
-."., 

i r tg-one were iadicted and eight ?laced on t r i a l .  2 
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L 
In  t he  kexicon of the  rulZng class the - , $ 

"G. ' ": 
A&- 

".,? ..* - exploited class  i s  always s u i l t y ,  s o  l'he Ch-icago '2ribune found thsm = u i l t y  : 
% """ *$ 

1 .r 
i . I 

-1: " 
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"'4 /gi . . >  ,; 

\ +' + H a p : ~ r l r  c t  g::. ., . , % 

,.j: 
_ :  
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~ ,. *:~: 

. " 

,l... b e f ~ r e  the t r i a l ,  a pract ice  they have re ta ined t o  t h i s  day. It stnted: 
U', re? .. 
@ 
g . "Public j u s t i ce  delnands t h a t  the Lkropean a s s i s s in s ,  Y ~ i e s ,  rjchwab, 

~ .. elden,  s h a l l  be held and hanged f o r  lnurder, t h a t  Parsons who disagrees ;  

o disagrees with t h i s  country, but n e v e r t h h e s s  %as born i n  it, shall .  
! 

sei,ed, t r i e d  and hanged f b r  murder. " 
Editor l%tlelville E, Stone of t he  Daily News took c red i t  f o r  Z;he word- 

, ing of the charge brought i n  by the coron&s--jury. "Xathias J':, Degan cane 

- t o  his death fram a bomb t'nrawn by a oerson unknown, but ac t ing  i n  con- 
r 

sp i racy  with Spies, Pielden, Parsons and others  unkxovm. '' T h i s  charge a 

/ < -  

was then r e f  i n& i n t o  l e g a l  terminology. ~ u d ~ e - - ~ n r ~ ;  the  t r i a l  judge, 

admi t t ed t h i  s would be "new law. 

not  because they wer 



ndidate against Bryan. :t 

a i l .  " The cap1 talists .' 

ket movenient. 

the conviction 99 .. 

ember i n q  . .  

._& --- - 
e l v e h o u r s a  ,- 

t o  ~vork and' the 

p. '' In Chicago 

hundreds of 

e e t s  without  
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.% _, i 
a> ', The Chicago Tribune had a. remedy.  he ' s i ap les t .  plan.. . i s  t o  PU% ., 

%A 

" a l i t t l e  strychnine o r  arsenic  i n  the  rileat and other suwnlies furnished k 
"D 

the tramp. This produces death r i t h i n  a comparatively shor t  time, i s  a 
$53 :- * ' 
@ *.Y .tv&rning to  other trarnm to  keep out of  t h e  neighborhood, puts the  
L* "%: 

k?- ' coroner i n  good humor, and saves oner s chickens and other portable property b* 
$*&.% 
g+ 2 ~ o m  constant depredation. 'I 

Chicago ,was reported t o  be the  most radical c i t y  in the United Sta tes ,  , * 

' 

e s t r i k e s  of rai lroad wwkers, and numerous other s t r i k e s  f o r  l i v ing  

ges was taking place, The c i t y  w a s  i n  panic. Ehployers and other lead-, 

g c i t i z e n s  f l e d  town. Regiments of feder_al ' , troops -. marched. i n to  the c i t y .  - -. . 

en s t r i k e r s  'were k i l l ed .  The s t r i k e r s  were defeated. They were 

back a t  lower wages. Marshall Yield organized a Bitizens Commit 
/.- 

Communists. The CMqPgo Tribune engaged. , _ .- ig / s p y 6 a n d  provocst 

s ind businessmen demandad 5,000 ~ i l t i & e n  t o  s top  "the ragged,. 

e wretches." Pinlrerton betect ive  Apncy p ro f i t ed  imuensely by l a  

d s t r i k e  breaking. City pol ice  b e e n  t r a in ing  as soldie5s. . . ' 

e t ing  o f  fu rn i tu re  workers net with t h e t r  employers a t  Turner 

i scuss  wages. Police Invaded the ha1:l. They held a. club itn one .': ' ; ~. , 
3 

; 

... ?:. 

a revolver i n  the other.  They be t the  workers as they tried 'to ... A.: . $ :.:. 
'\ i.* 5-< .. . . . .  

/ ! 
n: own the stairway.8 Ci t izen Associ  t i o n  presented a ga t l i ng  gun to::. .. .. . 

,, "-$ 
&. 
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I 
3 .. 3;: 
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~ Such were .the conditions i n  t h  t r y  while the  struggles for the - " '": 
.. ...* 

,,? : . . .* $2 +&car a day n~vement swept the  cou tremendous growth of  t rade  . '  .,,:';: ? .,. :., 
, . 
. 

"; . ..*.~.,  
' . .  .i 1,. 

marked the b i r th  of t an: Federation af ~ab.or '  6$ tadayd i...:.! 
I - 3 '  
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