Some Important Observations


The History of Stony Brook


	What are the reasons, conditions or causes that contributed to the rapid development of Stony Brook as a comprehensive major university?  One could point to a  variety of factors, perhaps all as necessary conditions for that development, such as:


Starting de novo -- not having to undo an inherited base.


Getting financial support.


Recognizing the need for a major research university center.


Need for public higher education reaching into the northeast.


Need for increasing opportunities for new citizens for higher education.


Need for health care services.


Research and attracting those getting support from federal agencies.


Adopting the virtues of a public education institution’s commitment to pluralistic forces and democratic values.


	Yet one can argue that some or all of these conditions would not necessarily have led to the emergence of an institution with commitment to excellence and its ability to exhibit such commitment and achievement in fairly early terms.  Unless other elements and characteristics were present to act not merely as a catalyst but as sufficient conditions for such development.


	The sufficient conditions emerged as a major characteristic for Stony Brook, particularly as it grew out of a hostile, uncertain condition, conflict-ridden environment and where resistance and ambiguity prevailed (even to this date) from sources throughout state government, etc., and with negative press, hostile neighbors, the political football of the County police and District Attorney’s office, the hostility from medical practitioners in the area and the skeptical public at large, not to mention that all of this occurred during one of the nation’s most serious crises when universities throughout the land and their missions and activities were under attack from both within and without the university community.  In addition at a time when institutions, particularly public ones had to respond to redress the past egregiousness of public universities confronting equal opportunity extended to minorities where the issues of racism, sexism came to the foreground and the attention of university communities were challenging the basic assumption that guide university policy.  Curricula structures, and values were under question and siege.  With the colleges and universities on the front lines or among the first areas of American society to experience equal opportunity to
