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Hi , evcrybody . 

Think of formal learning and chances are what comes to mind is a 

classroom witl} a teacher up front dispensin information to a group 

of learners who take notes and ' 0 off to read books. But how about a 

class in whi ch the teachers sit with the students and become 

artners in the learnin ~ process? 

Toda we'll take a look at ·u~t such a forum for education being 

carried out at the State University of New York at stony Brook . It 

i s called FLC for short . FLC stands for Federated Learning 

Communities. Dr. James McKenna is director of this unusual learning 

structure . 

L ate r i nth e pro gram , we ' ll tal k ~J i t h Dr. t1 c Ken n a and an 0 t L e r 

professor , Dr. Lee Miller, about one of FLe's most unusual facets. 

Tha t would be the artncrs ip in learnin c I referred to earlier. 

They call the teacher who is a student "the master learner." 

Dr . i1cKenna , one 0 f the mas ter learners descr i be d FL C } as " a Hay 

to recast the standard academic possibilities for teaching and 

learning." I su pose we oubht to begin by tryin to create a 

picture of an FLC study group for our listeners. Describe one , 

please . 

I~TERVIEW DR. McKENNA: 

i 

Review present - rou (s ) and colloquia 

His tory 

Student experiences : grading , d ropouts . 

Faculty experiences : gradin , 

extra-curricular involvement , learning 

Bow do s SUSB campus help PLC.- { l~ote: 

direction counter to typical 

in the research university settiI+ ..... ,,1I 
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fI o~.,; co u 1 d F L C con c e p t bee x pan d edt 0 

cover even more non-traditional areas? 

FLC on other campuses 

FLC ' s future 

14:00 BRIDGE t·1USIC UP A~JD U~rJDER 

IIi. I'm Al Oickle a d I'm talkin with Dr. James McKenna , 

director of the Federated Learning Communities at the State 

University of New York at Stony Brook . One of the interesting 

aspects of FLC's unusual learnin~ format i s called "the master 

learner'." Dr. lcKenna has been a master learner. And so has Dr. 

Clyde Lee Miller of Stony Brook's Department of Philosophy. In fact, 

Dr. Hiller, you are a master learner this semester. 

IlJTERVICi'J DR'. MILLER AdD DR . I1cKEfHJA: 

Hiller ' s background in f'LC ("I find it hard to Get 

away. 'J 
-- His statement on ethics learning / teachin : "If 

an moral obstacle to learnin ethics, it surely must be 

institutional arran~ements and typical faculty-student 

interchan e ive the lie to the pro f essed va l ues and ideals of 

autonom and i n often thematic to such courses." 

-- What he ' s learned: students' low regard for selves 

--Professors learn from students 

--H i s fears - and hOv.l that turned ou t 

--His hopes - and how they turned out 

-- ~ote 1lill's anal0 7 Y teacher/student and 3rd/lst 

world nations 

Course mastery vs course survival 

Joint support, teacher and student 

Cou ld this concept be expanded to classrooms? 

29 :00 - OUTHO 


