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NORMAN BLUHM: SenliblNtJ Mellins S.... 
Three papera hid *n handed into the professor of orch~ul'lll hillOry, NCh c:<NICel ueo with describin& the lmpoltant stylistic fNturws of the 
Piazza Mlchaela"891o In F1otence. The teacher hid found two of the di ... rtations acceptable, but not the one bf the third student, Norman Bluhm. 

What was wanted bf the Instructor was a .,.,,_I academic dncriplion of the buildinp around the_., --Bluhm's response to it was 
a rejolclna in its llcht. Its space, its..,,-an:hil8clural hannanln. The pro1euor proceeded pedantically to outline the correct int~ 
butyoun& Bluhm lpoM up and .. id "You'rewrons. Thal'• not the way it IL• -touythe profeuorwas~ "further," he continued. "fd 
liketoasklfyou,,.,. ... r-ntoflorence,andinthepiuza?""No,"repfiedhi•-."nordolthinkit'•ofanylmPQltancethatlwnn't."-Well," 
came the QUlc.k ripooto, "1 haW. I INed around the corner form the piaza and iu- it well!" 

We may depb9 the you,,. man'• lackof tact but not hi• oincerily. I like IO $1Jeeulate about Bluhm as a child in Florence 1;,;,,_ 1n anokl $1leCious house 
-een the ... of four and lwtlvt unconociously absolt>i,,.an ambiance of hich ~interest. He is in his hich celli,,...i bedroom lookinc up at 
the deco<IC'ion which hid ti-this room for a leweenturiff: the blue sl<y, aod• and aoddesses. putt;, all restinc and lolli,,.on 11Nt cottonyc.kluds 
tllll eornbinecl Rococo ablndon with clao•ieal order. 

If there ls a key to any trtisrs wor1c. or a clear cut way of "read inc'' the lmaaos of abotract peintina. it i• first necn .. ryto •iltntly approachthe wor1c. 
lettina It .. spuk'' tor itself. This is true. of course. for all serious S)lintina. especially where there are seemin1 1mbiauities. Our inner sUence is 
demanded so that what i• before us thereon the can'"'s ean unfold ~s non·verbll story. Bluhm i• ouch a story teller. Needleu to say ht is not recallina 
the pleasures of Florentine art history, Renai ... nce splendors, or even the oeilin& of hi• childhood bedroom. He ls, h-. reveal in& his way of 

exparlencln& the manner, ll&ht. space, and color come toeether or fall apart. His perception• are lyrical, romantic. lnttn ... Pouibly this temperment 
w1,1 molded b)I he•rlna so much adod mu~c in his chik'hood. Bluhm's mother w•s an excellent concert pianist. By the time he w•s twelve, the family 
moved permanently back to America, ta kin& up residence In Chiea&O where Bluhm was educated. 

No American city 11 as lnterestlnc architecturally as Chic•ao. and It Is not •urprisln& tllll the youna Bluhm was drawn to the •tudy of architecture at 
the 8tuhau• where MIHvanderRohewos the leadina li&ht. But tt was not the car-that Bluhm was to pursue. O..rinctheMCond WoridWar he 
bteame •pilot In the U.S. Air Force; it was only an.< the war that Bluhm left for Poris to~ and paint for - years, 

But What must It,,_ been like to be a pilot? Once opin the vastness of blue sky, the drama of fields of clouds - white, lflY, black and all their 

intermediary modafitlts of color oometimes tinted &Old. scatlet or violet et sunrise or sunset. Bluhm --pi1yllcally airborne space. the 
uppar rucllts of which are infinite. Ttus sensinc of space. the mo..ment throuch ~ experief'ced in the eyes, the lunp, the - body; this wos 

oubsumed In Blutvn'• -pest 5elf and became intecral to his Olt. 

Those of us Who,,_ beenoficionodosofthe....:olledSecondGt...c'ionof AbsUKl Exl>i 1 • • oi.U the briniontltftlB(ionthatcame•"-<ouch 
painters as Otl<ooninc. l'lltlock. Kline. Still, and CCl>etsof that •ao voup - fttl rno<e certain thanewrthat the"" c 1 uors ,,_ SUSlainecl as hi&h and 
ambitious a -I of crtatiYity as their elder$. If there is a "trad~ion of the new," Norman Bluhm stands out none of b finest ex_.u, eertainl)'one 
of the most refineo, lyrlcal sensibilities -'<inc in the mode of abstraction. The paintincs have ptOMnct, vicor. and - to use the -d po ocisely 
eiecance. They art impressive for their abundance. their scale. thelr swiftness of aostu,., their perennial lrftllness. 

John Bernard Myers 



Death Valley Night, 1977 



Mighty Greek, 1977 



Romulus and Remus, 1979 



Yangtse Baby, 1979 







NORMAN BLUHM 

Born 1920, Chica80. Illinois. lives in East Hampton, New York. Studied architecture with Mies van def Rohe at Illinois Institute of 
TechoolQIY, Chicaao- Studied 1>9intlnc at Accademia de Belle Arte, Florence, Italy and Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris, France. 

SELECTED ONE PERSON EXHIBITIONS 

1982 Gllorie Stadler, Pons, France 1969 The Con:oron Glollery of Art. Wnhinllon. O.C. 

19n The Corcoron Glollery of Art. Wash ........ O.C. 1968 Galerie Stadler, Plris. France 

1976 Cot1let1tip0to'l(y Arts Museum, Houston, Tau& 1965 Glolerie Andenon·"-· Pwls. France 

1975 Glolerie Stadler, Pons. France 1964 Glolerie Smith. ~. lletlium 

1974 - Jockson Glllery, New YOik City 1963 Glolerie Semihll Huber, Zurich, S..Mtrlond 
V-Colteee.~.NewYOfk American Glllefy, New YOfk City 
Clrcdo Mistico, Poluzo - Prilioni Vocchie, Venice. lloly Glolerie Andeflon . .._, Plris. France 
Galleril II Cen:hio, Milan, ltllly 

1962 David Anderson Glollery, New YOfk City Ga11eri1 R. -. Milan, lloly 

1973 E-Museum of Art.~ NewYOfk 1961 Galleril -De, Turtn, ltllly ' 
Holland·Goldo rll<y Glllery, Chlello. Illinois 

1972 Gllorie Stadler, Pons. France (with lMyY Riwfs) 
- Jockson Gallery, New YOfk City Graham Glollery, New YOfk City (with EJoine de Kooninc) 

1971 J.L H.-, Gallery, Decnlit, Michipn 1960 Loo Cellelli Gallery, New YOfk City 
- Jacbon Gallery, New YOfk City 1959 Glllefia del Noviclio, Milon, Italy 

1970 Goler1e Stadler, Parts. France 
Loo Costelll Ga!Mty, New YOfk City - Jockson Gallery, New YOfk City 1957 
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SELECTED PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

The wod< of Norman Bluhm is in the foUowina museum collections: 

Albricht·Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY; The Chrysler Museum at Norfolk, Norfolk, VA; CotCO<lln 
Gallery of Art, Washinaton, D.C.; Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, Dallas, TX; Dayton Art lnstiMe, 
Dayton, OH; Everson Museum of Art, Syracuse, NY; The High Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA; Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washin1ton, D.C.; Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY; University of Massachuselt$ at Amherst, Amherst, MA; The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. New York, NY; Michener Collection, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX; The 
Museum of Modem Art, New York, NY; National Museum of American Art, Washinlton, D.C; The 
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, MO; Neuber119r Museum, State University of New York at 
Purchase, Purchase, NY; The Grey Art Gallery and Study Center, New York University Art Collection, 
New York, NY; Vassar Colleae Art Gallery, Poo&hkeepsie, NY; Whitney Museum of American Art, 
New York, NY. 
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EXHIBITION CHECKLIST 

.............. -11-..n In Inches, helclrt precedinc width. All works are on loan courtesy of the ... 
Neptune's Orsr. 1975, oil on canvas. 102x 144" 

S.ncl LMJy, 1975, oil on canvas, 102 • 144" 

S.lome, 1977, oil on canvas, 102 x 480" 

&ster Momi,,._ 1979, oil on canvas, 96 x 282" 

Pyrmalion, 1979, oil on canvas, 108 x 306" 

Romulus•nc1Remus, 1979,oiloncanvas, 102x 114" 

Y.,.is& Baby, 1979, oil on canvas, 102 x 108" 
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