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Ber•••an Cherry 
Often called a "painter's painter," Henn&n Cherry has long been admired by 

other artists for his technical prowess and his :mastery of color and form.. As this 
prment e:ahibition of recent works makes abundantly clear, it requ:bes no special 
ezpertise in painti.n.g or art history to appreciate the direct, sensual appeal of 
Berman Cherry's work.. 

Bom in Atlantic City, New Je.mey in 1909, Cheny beqan his career in ,10uthem 
California. In the late 1920s and early 1930s, Cherry studied in Loe Anqeles at the 
Otis Art Institute and al the StudenU Art Laa.gue under Stanton MacDonald Wright. 
Be continued his studiea at the Art Studenls League in New York under Thomas Hart 
Benton. Cheny became a part of the Abelract Expressionist movement in New York 
City in the '-408 and 'SOB. Althouqh never u well biown to the qeneral public as his 
mends Willem de Koening and Da"rid Smith, Cherry has continued to work while 
iDfluenciDq new generations of younq artists for nearly half a century. His worlc b.as 
been uhihited utenaively in mU99\llDB and qalleries acroa the United States as 
weU u abroad. Au accomplished lecturer and writer u well as a painter, Cherry 
has t.auqht art all ovez· the country, has written for n.umezou.s publications, and is a 
publUhed poet. 

He:rmaD Cberry is best blown •• • m.utez ·coloriat. ID the late 19505, Cherry 
gradually moved away from the darker tones and heavier textures that character
ized his earlier work. Cheny uses a wide range of tonal values to define space and 
structure in his paintings. Underplaying his technical virtuosity, Cheny does not 
all.ow his masterlul brushwo.rlt to dis'tra.ct fr.om the statemenb mad.e by his color 
fields. Cherry's colors seem to float through the worb, anch.orad in space and time 
by bold! stripes and lines. Colors clash and b lend, seeking and 
finding resolution in. new and constantly surprising ways. Always .intense and 
direct, the imaqery is simultaneously subtle and sensual .. The viewer is emotionally 
touched by the compositions without feelinq jarred by Cherry's distinctive jux
taposition of shapes and colom. Simple forms. are skillfully combined to make oom
plU statements, .and the whole is invariably greater than the sum of the parts. · 

Critics have often commented on the· spiritual quality of Cherry's work .. His shim
mering colon seem to :be in perpetual motion, but they convey a sense oi stillness 
and tranquility as well. His works speak of tens.ion. and energy. but never of pain .. 
They have about them a quiet nobility. They reassure the viewer that harmony and 
grace ·can emerge triumphant iD a chaotic universe .. Vieweu may disagree ·on what 
they have been made to feel by Cherry's abstractions, but they cannot doubt that 
they have, indeed, been made lo feel 
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Oil on canvas, 72x48• 
Courtesy An.it.a Shapolsky Gallery 



Throb 

--

Throb, 1988 
Oil on canvas, 66x60' 
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Networlr. JV, 1988 
Oil on canvas, 66x00 ' 

Courtesy Anita Shapolst.y Gallery 
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BBDAKCBBBBT 
Bom April 10, 1909, Atlantic City, New Jerwey 
H9JllMln Cheny's pailltbujp, mobU.., and ccmstractioDa U.... been ahibil9d in 
m'U8U.IU and art ~ms all over the world. He llt1ld.ied at the Otis Art Inttitute in 
I.09 An«J9)es, with StaDton MacDcma1d Wrtqht at the Student. Art Leaque in I.09 
An9.i.., and with Thomae Hart Benton at.the Art Studmita Laque in New Yolk. 
Cbeny hu tau9ht at colleqe. and UDi'N~ aero. the conntry, iDcludiD9 the 
UD.iftaitJ of Califomia at Berbley, Colorado Colleqe, Southampton Colleqe, New 
York Studio School. Pancms School of 0.CCJD, and the UDi"Nuily ol Mm,,..,q. An 
6.CC"CllllplisMd writer, Herman Cherry hu c:ontrlbutied to mauy arts publications in 
this country and abroad. His book of poeby, Poema o/ Przin ODd Other Matten, wu 
published in 1976. 
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Sliding l , 1988 
Oil on canvas., 20x1s• 

Courtesy Luise Rose· Gallery 
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