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world of the unknown, allowing viewers to use them in
whatever way befits their own level of spiritual
attainment. Complex in color and texture, the paintings
are all-encompassing in their radiance. By challenging
conventional notions of space and time, these billowing
canvases allow the viewer to experience, however
briefly, an alternative view of reality.

In stark contrast to these enormous, enveloping
environments is Paik’s series of paintings on aluminum
lithographic plates, inspired by her perceptions of life in
New York City. Although smaller in scale, these
paintings are filled with similar recurring images -
boats, fish, crosses, geometric shapes and lines-while
taking a new approach to the subjects of water and
light. While the large canvases are painted with
liquefied acrylic using rollers and brooms and plenty of
water to allow for the spontaneous and acidental, the
metal paintings are produced by rolling on oil colors
that naturally by chance create a surface reminiscent of
rippling water. The gleaming metal itself contributes
to the effect of reflected light, much like the
representation of light in the long, horizontal canvas
City Awakens (2001), which was painted in response
to the September 11th tragedy. By grouping a series
of small aluminum paintings into a large grid -as in
White Night (1999) - Paik builds a separate but
complementary visual universe in which the plates
of the grid work separately and in concert with each
other. Elegant lines echo throughout the series, adding
to the visual and psychological connections between the
abstract spirituality and the drawn recurring symbols
that characterize Paik's work.

Younhee Paik's fully - realized microcosms offer the
viewerfparticipant an intensely rich experience.
Whether immersed in one of Paik's encompassing
environments or reflecting on one of her metal plate
paintings, viewers are empowered not only to
experience the spiritual quest of the artist but, perhaps,
to take a step forward on their own spiritual journeys

as well.

Rhonda Cooper
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Birth & Death of Stars Ceiling Installation at TOTAL Museumn, Seoul 1999







StEfienne Acrylic on carvas 120x150°7 2004










Floating Cify - Trojan Forum Acrylic on canvas 140 x 96" 2005
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ine #2 Qil and mixed media on carvas 72 x 84" 2004




St tohn ivine #1 Oil and mixed media on canvas 72x 86~ 2004






City Awkens Cil on canvas 72x1%2° 2001






White Might -Apnl Oil on aluminum 7éx111° 2004
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