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JOHN & YOKO’S YEAR OF PEACE (1969-1970)

Yoko Ono's IMAGINE PEACE project carries forward conceptual and formal strategies the artist has
employed from the earliest years of her career, not only in her seminal solo works, but in her collaborations
with John Lennon. In 1965, she created works specifically for the advertising pages of The New York

Arts Calendar. Picking up from her Instructions for Paintings, a 1962 exhibition at Tokyo's Sogetsu Art
Center in which she exhibited written texts on the gallery walls designed to inspire viewers to create *

the described images in their minds, with these IsReal Gallery works, Ono created purely conceptual
exhibitions. The theme of peace is also evident in works such as White Chess Set, recreated here as Play
It By Trust (Garden Set version) (1966/2011). Lennon’s songwriting during this period had shifted from
more conventional themes of romantic love to grander anthems for the Flower Power generation. The
Beatles’ worldwide satellite broadcast of Lennon's “All You Need Is Love” in the summer of 1967 featured a
parade of signs with the word “Love” in multiple languages. The couple’s most famous collaborative works,
the Bed-Ins (1969) and the War Is Over! campaign
(1969-1970), were conceived as elements of a larger
peace advertising campaign. The Bed-Ins took
advantage of the inordinate amount of press attention
the couple received by inviting the world press to
their honeymoon suite where they talked about
peace. As Ono told Charles Childs of Penthouse
magazine: “Many other people who are rich are using
their money for something they want. They promote

soap, use advertising propaganda, what have you.
We intend to do the same.”

In December of 1969, Ono and Lennon launched
their War4s Over! campaign, a project that included
billboards and posters in eleven cities of the world
simply declaring “War Is Over! If You Want It. Happy
Christmas from John & Yoko.” As with Ono's earliest
instruction pieces, viewers were invited to transform
their dreams into reality. Ono has explained, “All my
work is a form of wishing."

Dr. Kevin Concannon and John Noga

John Lannon & Yoko Ono
Monireal Bed-in, 1665
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