
 
 

MARINE SCIENCE LECTURE SERIES 

LOOKS AT ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND POLITICS 

 

 

SOUTHAMPTON, N.Y., September 18, 2009 – The School of Marine and Atmospheric 

Sciences (SoMAS) and Stony Brook Southampton will present an interesting 

environmental talk as part of its popular Public Lecture Series. These events regularly 

attract up to 120 audience members. 

 

“The Politics and Policy of Climate Change” with Prof. Sultan Hameed of Stony Brook 

University will take place on Friday, September 4, at 7:30 p.m. in Duke Lecture Hall. A 

reception will follow. For further information, call 631-632-5046. 

 

Life first evolved in oceans devoid of free oxygen. Anoxia was the norm for 

microbes, the only life forms for the first 3.5 billion years of Earth’s history. Then, 

photosynthetic single-celled bacteria, the cyanobacteria, changed all that about 2.5 

billion years ago and algae later helped raise oxygen to current levels over the next 

1.7 billion years. Only 

thendidcomplexmulticellularlifeformsarise.Theoceanhasfluctuatedinandoutofanoxi

cstatesthroughoutgeologichistory.Today,anoxicandoxygen-

stressedmarineenvironmentsappeartobeexpandingasaconsequenceofglobalclimatec

hange.Aspartofalong-

termobservationprogram(CARIACO),wehavebeenexploringtheuniquebiologicalan

dchemicalfeaturesofthepermanentlyanoxicCariacoBasinofftheCaribbeancoastofVe

nezuela.WhiletheBasinisinhospitabletoalmostallanimals,ourresultsrevealanastonish

ingdiversityofmicrobes,makingalivinginveryinnovativeways.Duringmylecture,I’lle

xplorehowthissystemmaybeawindowintoourocean’sdarkanoxicpastaswellasoneinto

itsnot-too-distantfuture. 

 
 

The event is free and open to the public. 
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For Further Information, Contact Darren Johnson at 631-632-5088 or 631-316-1873 


