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editorial
To all the brotha's and

sisters who roam the Stony
B rookpl ain s,
BLACK WORLD
w e 1 comesyou. The
BLACKWORLD newspa-
per returns as the voice of
Stony Brook's "minority"
student population. The
goal of BLACKWORLD is
the promotion of the "mi-
nority" student s at SUNY
Stony Brook. We welcome
back those students return-
ing from their much to short
summer break. We would
also like to welcome those
collegians new to our cam-
pus. It seems that Stony
Brook is in a transition pe-
riod. It's out with the old,
and, in with the new. There
appears to be many new
faces busily strolling around
campus. It's also apparent
that everyone graduated at
the same time(except for a
few of us). Now we enter a
new era ready to be shaped
and influenced by new
minds.

ing BLACKWORLD main-
tain excellence for semes-
ters to come. There is a mis-
conception that in order to
work for a newspaper, you
have to be a writer or a jour-
nalist. Although, the more
writers we have on staff the
better, one does not have to
be writer to join
BLACKWORLD. What
we are looking for is intelli-
gent minds, who are willing
to give us a helping hand.
There are numerous benefits
involved in joining the
BLACKWORLD family.
Some of which includes the
experience of working with
an organization. There will
also be awards given on a
per issue basis for excel-
lence in journalism and cre-
ative arts. Those are just a
few of the benefits that one
receives in joining
BLACKWORLD. We urge
everyone to give
BLACKWORLD serious
consideration because with-
out you we fail to exist.

The opinions and views ex.
pressed are not necessarily those
shared by the Editorial
staff.Articles, Viewpoints, Per-
sonals and Poetry should be sub-
mitted to STUDENT UNION Rm
072. or our Polity Mailbox. Some

the only "minority" news-
paper at this University. The
purpose of this paper is to

ganization a success. We
desperately need people
who are interested in help-

Carey Gray
Editor-in-Chief

letter to the editori i i Bali i

To a positive sista,

This card is to let you know that I appreciate the kind words that you and your staff printed about
me in BLACKWORLD. It's due to people like you that our community will excel and take its leading place
in the 21st century.

Once again thanks and much "sisterly" love.

Maxine Freeman,
Class of '96
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As students seeking a future in
America, there is an important issue that
we must face: affirmative action. Since
its initial existence in the early 1930's,
affirmative action has been criticized, so
much so that Presidents Franklin D.
Roosevelt, John F Kennedy, and Lyndon
B. Johnson needed to issue executive or-
ders to enforce it. Now with the Repub-
lican majority Congress planning to re-
peal affirmative action as a matter of gov-
ernment policy women and people of
color are weary for their future.

Conservatives forget the reason
for affirmative action in the first place;
to compensate employees for illegal dis-
crimination and to encourage employers
to end it. Affirmative action simply
means remaining aware of the need to
broaden a search to seek qualified people
that are different from those in the work
force.

Affirmative action has also been
important to women and people of color
in dealing with higher education. Be-
cause of affirmative action the enroll-
ment of women in higher education has
risen steadily. Women are now more than
50 percent of undergraduate students and
50 percent or more of the people in law,
medical, and other professional schools.
Emerge Magazine said in a recent issue,
"Through the availability of student aid
programs and aggressive recruitment and
retention programs, the college-going
rate for Blacks and Whites who gradu-
ated from college was about equal by
1977".

Conservatives, though, want to
eliminate minority scholarships that ac-
cording to a 1994 General accounting
Office report, "represent no more than 5
percent of all graduate and undergradu-
ate scholarship dollars".

It is important for us to know

that House Speaker Newt Gingrich, of
Georgia, Senator Majority leader and
putative GOP presidential candidate Rob-
ert Dole, of Kansas, and Senator Phil
Gram, of Texas, lead the overabundance
of politicians that are out to destroy af-
firmative action.

These same conservatives feel
that because there are some Blacks and
women in professional positions, dis-
crimination has ended and affirmative
action is no longer needed. They want
to believe in the utopia of colorblindness.
Although this idea is great, has this soci-
ety ever been colorblind? They are also
under the misconception that Blacks are
given preferential treatment when it
comes to jobs that they (white males) are
more qualified for. Many look to the stan-
dardized test scores to define who is wor-
thy of a job or a seat in college, but the
truth is if merit were on the basis of test
scores, "Asian Americans and Jewish
Americans would hold the best positions
everywhere", wrote Kenneth J. Cooper
for Emerge.

The strategy Republicans use is
a list of buzz words that we've all heard
before but never realized were detrimen-
tal to the existence of affirmative action:
"quotas", "preferences", and "special
treatment". Newt Gingrich argues that
quotas and preferential treatment make
many White people feel denied their due,
based on their "genetic code".

The fact is the Supreme Court
decided that setting aside a specific num-
ber of places in the absence of proof of
past discrimination was illegal, but mi-
nority status could be used in admissions
as a plus factor. The objective being to
obtain a diverse student body.

At Stony Brook we had the Edi-
tor of the Statesman make a controver-
sial statement that programs like EOP

should be cut in the budget because there
is no reason why a (black) student, who
has not achieved as successfully as any
other (white) student, should receive un-
deserved monies. This, of course, ignor-
ing the fact that these same Black stu-
dents were chosen on the basis of their
potential. In this instance we saw first
hand the thoughts and feelings of our fel-
low students, who may one day be our
colleagues.

At the University of Maryland,
there is a case pending in which the 4th
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the
school could not set aside about 30 schol-
arships for high achieving Black students
in its Benjamin Banneker scholarship
program. Since the University did not
integrate until the early 50's, the school
established the Banneker Scholars pro-
gram, which required its Black students
to have a B- grade average and at least a
1000 on their SAT. This scenario, along
with others goes to show that although
the majority of scholarships go to whites,
many white people will go to hell and
back to make sure that Blacks never get
a piece.

Now the test for those against
affirmative action is whether it alleviates
poverty. The fact js though, that affir-
mative action does not alleviate poverty
because poverty and affirmative action
are two separate issues. Discrimination
based on race or color may or may not
be accompanied by poverty.

African-Americans who object
to affirmative action, are another story.
They really believe their success is not
attributable to affirmative action. They
are in denial and feel that the policy is
not needed. Maybe they feel that Blacks
are inferior, and that the abundance of
successful Whites and the lack of suc-
cessful Blacks is because these are the

only people that possess true merit.
In 1993, 53 percent of African-

American men between the ages of 25
and 34 were either unemployed or were
so underpaid, that they earned too little
to form or take care of a family. Even
with college degrees, African-American
men and women of all colors earn less
than white men. In the 1990-91 reces-
sion, according to the Wall Street
Journal's report, based on EEOC data,
Blacks were the only group that lost jobs
and did not regain them.

Affirmative action has done a
fair amount of good. It has increased
opportunities for those who have been
discriminated against and who were best
positioned to benefit. So, the primary
beneficiaries of affirmative action are not
Blacks but White women. The fact is
they are 42 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion, so they are the largest single minor-
ity group included in affirmative action's
objective. Therefore, if anyone should
be at the forefront of the fight to save af-
firmative action, it should be women.
Affirmative action has, though, benefited
African-Americans and helped expand
the African-American middle class, mov-
ing them into better jobs that were in the
past, formerly segregated.

.Those against affirmative action
have no proof of alleged discrimination
against white males who claim that they
have lost privileges to all of the best jobs
out there. Affirmative action supporters
must stand together in a coalition.
Emerge magazine suggests that support-
ers should start by fighting a 1996 ballot
initiative that would ban affirmative ac-
tion under California's constitution. We
are already treated as second-class citi-
zens, why allow conservatives to keep it
that way?

by Joanne Johnson
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Republicans Threaten to Kill
Affinnmative Action



TONY BROWIDIER IN TIHIIE
N ILIE VAILILIEY

Brook was introduced to a man who has
opened the eyes of people through his
knowledge of the Nile Valley. His name
is Anthony T. Browder. Browder is a

"Black people are stupid, Black
people are genetically incompetent, and
Black people lack brain cells with intel-
ligence." These are comments made over
the years, that have caused African
Americans to become programmed to
think that black is something to be
ashamed of. According to Webster's Dic-
tionary, Black is defined as: 1.opposite
to white; of the color of coal 2.of or for
the dark-skinned peoples of Africa.. 3.
without light; dark 4. dirty 5. evil; wicked
6. sad; dismal 7. sullen. It is no coinci-
dence that we are led to believe that the
color black has a negative connotation.
Words like Blackmail, Blacklist, Black
market, are words which have negative
undertones, and are used in our every-
day lives. The world has been turned
upside down and we have been brain-
washed to believe that black isn't beauti-
ful. Despite whatever popular belief says,
black is and has always been, a source of
power and authority. This is seen in how
judges, priests, nuns, and even graduat-
ing students wear black robes. Such be-
ing the case, why are we taught to under-
stand that black is unpleasant, when it is
truly beautiful and powerful?

On April 12,1995 in room 100
of the Javits Lecture Center at 7pm, Stony

churches, conference and organizations
in the United States, Mexico and Africa.
His lectures focus on how African sym-
bols, philosophy, science, and architec-

ture have influenced western civilization
and the world.

This informative and persuasive
presentation began by identifying who
African-Americans are and where they
came from. He argued that Asian people
come from Asia and have pride in their
race, and Europeans come from Europe
and have pride in their race. Browder
stressed that the name that we respond to

determines the amount of our self worth.
We were given names such as Negro,
Colored, and Black to show our self
worth. Negro, one must assume, means
coming from Negroland. I must ask,
where in the hell is Negroland? This is
another myth which we are taught, that
we are from a mystical land which has
neither a past nor a future. Browder ex-
plains where the word Negro originated.
In Spanish it means black, which is de-
rived from Latin, which has its origins in
Greek, which defines Negro from the
word Necro, meaning dead. Because the
Egyptians had great amounts of temples
and Holy Days to worship their ances-
tors, the Greeks thought that the Egyp-
tians strongly believed in the dead and
therefore called this practice necromancy,
communication with the dead. Africans-
Americans have been hit with the death
of the mind, spirit, and soul, but now is
the time to rebuild and unlearn what we
were taught.

The focus of Browder's presen-
tation was on the Nile Valley and featured
information from his book, Nile Valley
Contributions to Civilization. Ancient
Kemet (called Egypt by the Greeks) a.k.a.
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The Ballot and the Bullet
recently spoke to a crowd of

3,000 gun owners gathered at the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C. and celebrated the right of all
Americans to bear arms. I addressed the
rally along with others, like controver-
sial talk show host C. Gordon Liddy, be-
cause I believe deeply in the Bill of
Rights, and because I am a Black Ameri-
can.

Now this second reason may
seem strange or unusual. After all, sup-
port for the Second Amendment, the right
to bear arms, is often-some would say
deliberately-cast as a dividing line be-
tween white America and Black America.
Black America, so the conventional wis-
dom goes, must ally with the white lib-
eral establishment, the gun control lobby,
the Big Government welfare state: in po-
litical terms, with the Democratic Party.
Our interests, we are told, lie in opposi-
tion to so-called white middle America,
those who oppose Big Government and
support individual liberty.

' I believe that those who would
divide us along those lines-those who
cast Black America in one identity and
white America in another-ale playing a
vicious and anti-American political game
that we must overcome together.

It is the "identity," constituency,
special interest politics practiced by both
the Democratic and Republican parties--
the kind of politics which define us as
separated groups, be it as "Blacks," or as
"women" or as "gun owners" or as "crime
victims"---that is ultimately manipulative
and destructive and keeps us tied up in
our separate identities and thereby, pow-
erless as Americans. Yes, some of us are
Black, some of us own guns, some of us
are victims of crimes, but while all these
things may be true, we are all Americans,
and as such, there is a basic.: political:
guarantee.tee Or democracy and freedom
that has been handed down to us, that is
designed to protect and defend us and
help us live and prosper. It's called the
Bill of Rights. And when the Bill of
Rights is under attack, which it currently
is, by both political parties, the Ameri-
can people are under attack.

The federal government's viola-
tions of our basic rights have become
commonplace in our country. Ask the
Branch Davidians about the condition of
religious freedom in this country Ask gun
owners about the right to bear arms and
the right of assembly; ask Randy Weaver
about the right to due process; ask the

Black community about the right to be
secure in our persons, homes, papers and
effects against unreasonable searches and
seizures and racially-motivated police
violence. It is no surprise, then, that Big
government is viewed by a majority of
Americans as somewhere between way
out of touch and way out of line.

It seems to me that in America
today, there are two terrorisms attacking
the American people. One is the tragic,
insane and criminal act ofisolated, an-
gry individuals substituting themselves
for the American people. But there is an-
other, far more serious terrorism threat-
ening our country. It is the terrorism of
Big Government, controlled by the two
parties who run it inside the Beltway and
outside the boundaries of American de-
mocracy.

Neither Bill Clinton, nor Bob
Dole, nor their respective parties will ever
stop the acts of terrorism which tragically
killed so many in Oklahoma City. Their
knee-jerk response is to violate the Bill
of Rights even further. In my opinion, this
is precisely the course of action that will
lead, sadly, to more individual acts of ter-
rorism. And surely they can never stop
the terrorism of Big Government because

they themselves are the terrorists! Only
the American people can stop terrorism.

As an American and an African
American leader, I will not leave Black
America in the hands of a political party.
the Democratic Party, that is so funda-
mentally opposed to democracy, civil lib-
erties and human rights. Nor will I leave
white America in the hands of two po-
litical parties and a two party system that
is dangerously eroding all that was fought
for in 1776,

How do we best commemorate
and honor the revolution of 1776? By
organizing an electoral one in 1996. Tho-
mas Jefferson told us that a little rebel-
lion every now and then is good medi-
cine for government. Let us come to-
gether-as Americans-to stand up for
the Bill of Rights, to open up and democ-
ratize the political process and put the
American government in the hands of the
American people, all the American
people, to whom it rightfully belongs.

Dr. Lenora Fulani, a New York-based
political activist and developmental psy-
chologist, can be reached at 1-800-288-
3201.
by Dr. Lenora Fulani

"Despite whatever
popular belief says, black
is and has always been, a

source of power and
authority."
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native of Chicago, Illinois and holds a
Bachelor's degree in Fine Arts from
Howard University in Washington, D.C.
He is a graphic artist, writer, lecturer and
cultural historian. In 1981, he founded
the Institute of Karmic Guidance, after
10 years of study in the fields of Esoteric
Philosophy, Wholistic Health Sciences
and Nile Valley Studies. He has lectured
at numerous colleges, universities,



Black Drama Wins the English Department's
Annual Creative Writing Contest

I

time, I just wanted to crawl underneath a
rock.

It was two weeks, though, be-
fore the term was over, when I received
a message from that same instructor. I
thought to myself, what could she want?
I remembered seeing that she was the
instructor for the 200 level course in cre-
ative writing, so I figured she was about
to interest me into taking the introduc-
tory course with her. When I called her
back though, she congratulated me on my
play and invited me to read it in front of
students and faculty, along with the other
winners of the poetry and short-fiction
categories.

This recognition put my ego
back on track and made me want to write
again. But then I thought how foolish I

was to let one person, who disliked my
work, influence me as much as she did.

Anyone who has a talent knows
constructive criticism can be their own
worst enemy. Something that I will al-
ways remember is that Stony Brook Uni-
versity is no NYU. The fact is the fac-
ulty here are not experienced in thinking
that untraditional talent, means contem-
porary talent.

I would though like to share a
piece of my play with readers. It is called
"Back in The Day". It is a comedy about
a welfare woman, who has lived off her
kids all her life and runs cons on the side.
This is a monologue where she converses
with the audience as if they were a young
girl who she gives advice to along with
stories of her past.

From Act I. Scene i

Hold up girlfriend! Just because I am smart enough to know how to get all I can from this God forsaken U.S. of A. does not mean I am a low life pick-a-ninny.
(Pause)
I know that's not what you said, but that's what you were thinking. I can tell by the way you said "Low life bull shit". Besides, where do you think you came frx
anyway. Believe me when I tell you CHILE, you didn't crawl too far out the ghetto. S H I T! I can remember back in the day before you were even born. Your ma
and my mama used to conversate with each other, because we all lived real close. I can remember when they used to send all of us to school with mayonnaise sandwich
for lunch and we'd come home to turkey-bone soup for dinner. And what in the hell do you think we had for breakfast if it was available? You guessed it G R I T S! Yo
family were the lucky ones though, they got out. But there are still the few to carry on the tradition.
(Pause, stands up and motions her head from side to side)

You dare ask what the tradition was? Girlfriend, wake the fuck up! Back in those times for all of us money was the reward. Makin' it was the name of the gai
Now-a-days niggas be standin' around on the street comer sellin' dime bags. Please! Back in my time we were runnin' numbers, robbin' banks, and pimpin' ho's.

Let me tell you a story of a time when I was in my prime. I had only four kids at the time. I'd been married only twice and as relationships go, divorced.
were livin' in this little shack of an apartment over on Mark Tree. Oneday my brother came around all scared about somethin'. He was runnin' from the POLEEC]
Apparently, he had just run over from robbin' a nearby bank and they were searchin' for him. He asked if he could stay with me for a little while, until things cooled o,
Of course, knowin' how close the bank was, there was no way he could do it. So I suggested this little place I new three or four blocks away where he could hide out. I
couldn't take the money with him though, 'cause everyone knows in that type of place, him and that money wouldn't last long. It was a place similar to what they consid
crack houses now, but the main high was heroine, which was really a low if you get my drift.

Anyway, the money stayed with me, and you know after he was gone I bathed in that shit. Pretty soon. a few hours later the police busted down my door. Thai
God my girlfriend from next door was lookin' after my kids cause she had kids of her own and they were all playin'. Police handcuffed me, arrested me, and girl, th(
BOOKED me, after of course they found the money. They made me a deal though. They said since I wasn't the one they were lookin' for, all I'd have to do was tell the
where that dear old brotha of mine was hidin' out.
(Pause)

You don't know? I sang like the lead choir girl on a Sunday. They found and arrested him. And sho nuff old bro sent one of his friends from the "joint" after m
(Paces back and forth, always facing the audience)

Now this nigga was as big as King Kong's mama. He came knockin' on my door, and when I answered it, I just knew God almighty was ready for m
Surprisin'ly though, he had this to say,_
(Stop, and in a deep voice)
Your brother sent me over here to blow you away. I'll do you a favor though, and let you go. But I advise you to get the hell out of dodge, 'cause if I don't kill you, th
next man will.
(Voice changes back)
Now you know I was on the next bus to South Carolina, after I dropped my kids off at their daddy's house.
(Pause, then starts up with emotional gestures again)
What in the hell is wrong with you girl? Don't you know...blood or no blood, if you sent up state for ten to fifteen years, and the only alternative you have is Big Ba
Bubba Jones as your girlfriend, you'd kill somebody too.
(calms down)
I never heard from him again though, thank goodness. I guess four husbands later, one's bound to loose track.

)m
na
ies
our

ie.

Ve
E!
ff.
ie
er

nk
ey
m

e.

e.

ie

d

by Joanne Johnson
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When I submitted my play to the
English Department, I really had no idea
it was going to win. The fact was, after I
saw the flyer that advertised the contest,
I had only two days to create something.
Having a few things already written, I
decided I would submit something that
was sitting around aging underneath my
bed.

The reason why I feel this award
was such a success for me, is because in
the beginning of Spring Term, I attempted
to enroll in EGL 385, which is Advanced
Creative Writing: Short Fiction. Since I
am a transfer student from New York
University, I had some prerequisite
courses under my belt, including Creative
Writing. The teacher conducting the
class, though, felt that my work wasn't

good enough. She thought that I would
not do a good job at writing short fiction.
She called my class at NYU jumbled be-
cause we not only concentrated on short
fiction, but also poetry, and I introduced
drama to the agenda. She also could not
grasp my work in creative terms. A
sample of work that I showed her which
appeared in BLACKWORLD in the Feb-
ruary 14th issue, was "Sinful Paradise"
which she said to my face, "This doesn't
make sense." Despite the fact that my
professors at NYU had read and loved
my prose, I let this one white woman dis-
courage me from writing creatively for
months. After being told that I could not
handle a creative course to I felt terrible.
They say that constructive criticism is
suppose to help you improve, but at that



CONVEIRSATIONS WITIH A SIISTER
The following is an excerpt

from a recent conversation between my-
self and two friends. In the interest of
space and time, the thoughts of the two
pro proponent of birth control is com-
bined. My two companions will remain
anonymous. I thought it would be inter-
esting to submit this piece because even
though I think my friend's view of birth
control is rather archaic, I realize that
there are some valid arguments to sup-
port her position, and surprisingly, her
views are shared by a few other sisters at
Stony Brook.

Carlene: Damn Joyce, this Essence
Magazine is a trip! You know what they
got up in here, talking about some birth
control pill that's been around for a long
time, and sisters don't know about it.

Joyce: What they talking about the Morn-
ing After Pill (MAP)?

Carlene: Yeah, why would they even
want to say that? Why don't they say that
we should wait until we're married or
something to be having sex?

Joyce: What?

Carlene: I'm saying, all that birth control
stuff is so devilish, I mean why would

you want to take something that would
refute the natural reaction for your body?
Joyce: What?

Carlene: I'm saying that is so devilish.

Joyce: You know, where that idea comes
from you know, there's lots of ideas that
come with it. And one of them is that sex
is for procreation and that's what women
are for, to be in the home, having kids.

Carlene: No...No...

Joyce: So what are you doing in college?

Carlene: You know what you said, basi-
cally, women are that To me that means
you're saying the man ain't got nothing
to do with it. It's supposed to be a union,
a thing where...

Joyce: But the man does have something
to do with it.

Carlene: I'm saying that it's not looked at
in the sense that that's what all women
are good for. You know what I mean?
Because it ain't like the women could
have a sexual relationship with herself
and, you know what I mean, impregnate
herself and just have a baby by herself.
This is what I'm saying, that you said
what am I doing in college. Of course I'm
trying to better myself O.K. But listen, if
I go home right now what you think, I'm
gone just grab someone off the corner and

say c'mon lets go have some babies. If
you just grab up anybody and you just
gon' have some babies, and fathers don't
want to be daddies, and you know what I
mean...

Joyce: Well if you think like that, that
you'll find someone and whatever, that's
a modern idea. The idea that sex is only
for procreation is considered an ancient
idea. That's what I'm saying, if that's your
idea that sex is only for procreation,
then....

Carlene: But listen, you know, I think it's
really about morals and the ideal and...

Joyce: But back then the moral was also
that women should stay home and if you
wanted to go and better yourself, then
your were a man, cause back then,
women didn't go to school and stuff...

Carlene: This is what I'm saying, I got
beef with that comment you made. You
said what am I doing here, what would I
be doing?

Joyce: No..No...No..., I want you to be
here, but according to that idea, to me
the way I see it, That idea goes along with
the one about sex is only for pro-creation,
and the woman is to stay at home and
service her man and one of the service is
sex, and sex is for children.
Carlene: No, no, no.
Joyce: But wait, when that idea was
prevalent that's what sex was for. Because
they didn't have sex for fun or nothing
like that. They just had sex for procre-
ation. Women didn't start enjoying sex
until like the 40's and 50's. So prior to
that, it was really only for the men get-
ting off, and pro-creation would actually
happen. You know how they say a man
has his "needs," so it's not like the idea
was around for procreation. A lot of
people don't just say, "Oh, I want to have
a baby, let's have sex right now, that's not
how most kids were planned.

Carlene: OK this is my idea, if sex was
just for fun and having your little orgasm,
then you wouldn't be here, if someone
had used birth control.

Joyce: No one is saying sex is just for
fun.

Carlene: What I'm saying is, if it were
just for fun, you wouldn't have to worry
about a baby afterwards. There is a rea-
son for everything. That's why you have
all these diseases and stuff.

Joyce: Do you think sex is only for pro-
creation?

Marlene: I think that's the reason for sex.

Joyce: So it's just for procreation and you
shouldn't enjoy it?

Carlene: I'm saying that you can have sex
and not have a baby but you shouldn't be
using birth control.

Joyce: If sex is only for procreation then
every time you have sex, it should lead
to a pregnancy?

Carlene: No, this is what rm saying, birth
control, I'm against that.

Joyce: So what if I'm married and I don't
want anymore kids?

Carlene: Listen, that's when you should
know when your body is most fertile, and
when is most likely the time when..

Joyce: That's a method of birth control
you know?

Carlene: Yes it's a method of birth con-
trol I'm speaking of putting pills and
chemicals in your body to stop your sys-
tem so you won't be able to have babies
and maybe, if you keep on using it, in
the future, like say 3-5 years down the
line you can't have kids even if you
wanted to.

Joyce: That's the case with so many
things.

Carlene: That's what I'm saying why
would you want to do that to your body
just so you won't be able to have a child?

Joyce: Exactly that, so you won't be able
to have a child To some people, the ad-
verse effects it may have on them is more
acceptable than having a child they can-
not handle and are not ready for. So are
you saying if you can't handle a child,
you shouldn't have sex.

Carlene: You might as well not. Like I
said, if you know your body, you know
that there are times when your body is
fertile. Like the first 14 days after your
last period, that's when your body is not
fertile. After that...

Joyce: Then how come I got pregnant and

I had sex without a condom for the first
time within 14 days of my last cycle?

Carlene: I don't know, that's personal, you
must have calculated wrong or some-
thing, but....

Joyce: Nope, I'm saying I had sex with-
out a condom within the 14 days and I
got pregnant, so it doesn't work, it's not
reliable.

Carlene: But then I'm saying too, who
says anybody has to ejaculate in you

though?

Joyce: That doesn't work either.

Carlene: But I'm saying though, you have
a choice, you could be like, "If you think
you're going to come pull out."

Joyce: No...it doesn't work sweetheart, it's
not a reliable method.

Carlene: It's not a reliable method, but
I'm saying everything helps.

Joyce: Condoms help, birth control pills
help, you know? The Nor plant helps...

Carlene: Nor plant! Oh my God! I'm not
even gonna get into that.

Joyce: I just don't think you can just say
birth control is devilish 'cause then you
have to take it across the board and in-
clude all the other chemicals that people
take for medication and stuff like that.

Carlene: I don't know, I can't say for ev-
eryone, but for people I know, every time
they go to the GYN, they try to push it
on them. They don't know what your
lifestyle is, they just try to push the birth
control pill...

Joyce: Nope, Nope.... I know that for a
fact.

Carlene: Naw, well I'm talking about the
people I know.
Joyce: What did they go to the doctor for.

Carlene: They went to the doctor for a
check up.

Joyce: Then the GYN asked you...?

Carlene: Do you want to get birth con-
trol.
Joyce: They're supposed to ask you that.

Carlene: What, are they supposed to ask
you that three and four times? Are you
sure you don't want it, you don't want it,
you don't want it. Are they supposed to
push it on you?

Joyce: See, the big problem in America
is unwanted pregnancy. A lot of people
don't believe in abortion. They believe
in preventative methods, right. So the
reason a lot of doctors may be saying to
try to do this is because guys and girls
may be afraid of going up to the counter
and getting condoms. Pulling out and all
that kind of stuff is not a reliable method.
So a lot of kids, you know, don't discuss
sex with their parents and stuff like that,
so when they go to the GYN, the doctor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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It's been the subject of numer-
ous debates, lectures and biblical classes
for many years. The idea of Jesus being
a man of color, more specifically Black,
was first mentioned as early as 1839 by a
Black nationalist by the name of Robert
Young.

The idea is that Europeans have
distorted historical and biblical facts so
that Christ is seen as white. African-
American scholars charge that artists like
Michelangelo painted Jesus and other
biblical figures in their own likeness so
that Europeans could relate to them more.
The dominant culture has imposed their
idea of God's image on to other cultures.
Some feel that an Afrocentric view of the
bible brings upon false pride and a me-
ism that does nothing more than separate
the races. My question to you is, would
you rather know the fictional ideas of a
group of racist bureaucratic
individuals,or the truth?

Many believe that the idea of
Jesus being Black is hearsay, but there is
historical as well as biblical evidence that
supports the claim. If you were to look
at Matthew 1:1-17, after looking at the
42 generations of Jesus, four women are
mentioned in the chart. Three out of the
four are Hitties or Canaanites, these
people are almost universally known as
being dark-skinned Black people by bib-
lical scholars.

As many Christians know, Mat-
thew 2 tells the story of Mary and
Joseph's escape from King Herad, who

wanted in kill the child who the Afriann facturea at the Messiah
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are Revelations 1:14-15 erence, historical information and
and Daniel 7:9. Theses passages describe geographical considerations is that bib-

lical people of the Middle East, which
include Jesus, were not nordic Cauca-
sians, but a mixture of Semetic and
Hamitic people, who were dark-and-ol-
ive skinned."

Many may wonder why this is-
sue is so important. Why should we care?
It is important to know as African-Ameri-
cans because the Bible has been used
against us so many times in the past.
Genesis 10 was often used to justify the
enslavement of our people. Then used
for the legalization of racial segregation
and discrimination. While Genesis 9:25-
27 is used to justify the idea that we come
from a cursed race. Wouldn't it be pleas-
ingly ironic to use the same source of
information that was used to work against
us to work in our favor?

The issue isn't only with the
color of Jesus, but with the whole de-
Africanization of the Bible itself by the
teachings of the European scholars.
Judging by their interpretations, they
view Blacks, Afro-Asiatics, and other
people of color as relatively important in
the Bible.

This falsehood can prove to be
detrimental to the way people of color
view themselves. All young African
American children today know about is
slavery, as if it were the beginning and
end of our history. This lowers our self
esteem. If we can show Black youths that
they played a vital role in the world as

| CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONVERSATIONS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

is like 'well you know, if you're sexually
active, then I really think you should
think about it. You know, 'cause you can
get pregnant.' They're saying you should
really think about it. Or sometimes they
won't even say that, they'll give you
condoms. ' Cause after I had my first
child, and I went to the GYN, they didn't
want me to go on the pill. They were
saying, when you're sure you're ready for
it, you know, birth control, then they'll
give it to me, they gave me a bag with
like thirty condoms and foam and all that
shit, and I'm sorry but I didn't think I was
going to have sex again so I gave them
away. So I'm saying, they don't push it
on you, 'caupe I asked for the pill and they
told me no.

Carlene: Well I don't know, but on one of
Steve Cokely's tapes he was talking about
how, you know how they give out free
drug needles, well they were giving out
contraceptive stuff to mainly predomi-

nantly Black high schoolers and stuff and
one of the biggest supporters was this big
name Republican and whatever, who had
funded it. And I'm like, when you do that
to kids especially to those who are like
fourteen and stuff, you are really putting
the idea that its really OK to have sex.
And do what you gotta do as long as you
use this. They don't put the idea in their
head to wait until you settle down with
this special someone and that's your man
and you and he have a relationship, and
not be like, 'one week be with him and
the next be with someone else, 'cause I
got my pills and birth control so I'm good
to go.'

Joyce: But you know, a lot of people who
use birth control, use it with one partner.
They don't be sleeping around with ev-
erybody.

Carlene: But I'm saying, what fourteen
year old you know that's been having sex

with someone they've been with for three
years or so?

Joyce: But they're going to have sex any
way.

Carlene: That's what I'm saying you
should teach them and really bring them
up the right way.

Joyce: But let me tell you, many times
the parents don't do it And the thing with
sex is it's about morals and there's no one
moral which everyone subscribes to. So
all they do is teach the basic stuff, how
babies come and whatever. But the thing
is they're not taught morals, and a lot of
children do go out and have sex. I mean
kids thirteen and fourteen going out and
having sex is a reality. OK what do you
think if a thirteen year old girl gets preg-
nant right, she's thirteen right, what do
you think after she has the baby (if she

has the baby), she should do?

Carlene: Her parents should talk to her
and know how to talk to her and let her
know, you know, that this could happen
again. And they shouldn't holler at her
cause this will make her want to rebel. I
think you should just talk to the person.
I don't think you should just fly to the
pill.

Joyce: It's a nice fantasy I think, because
they do speak to you and say you know,
you have to have a life and stuff and what
happens? That same thirteen year old
goes and gets pregnant again, you know
what I'm saying. What they have to deal
with is reality. Are you against condoms?

Carlene: I'm against chemicals being in
your system to alter your reproductive
system, so that it functions differently
than it was meant to.
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Diary of an lntelligent
Black Man

out loud as if someone was there listen-
ing. My Budha eyes popped open as I
approached the stationed police car to
discover the corpses fate. After the of-
ficers declared that the twenty-two year
old black male was not James, and I
breathed a sigh of relief, they began to
inquire what I might know about the
body. I knew nothing but an eerie feel-
ing escorted me down the block to the
house.

A lone tram nne rom queens,
red eyed and ready to retire because it
was one of those crisp winter nights
where the sound of the wind is the whis-
per of all warm beds (plus you know how
black people don't like the cold). I turn
the corner and a brown skinned hand is
revealed, not fully covered by the blood-
ied sheet lying at my feet.

"I know that is not James," I said

nuou mnm ic woUuu always get prescus
six months before me. Five months from
now I will also turn twenty. I not seen
James since that first visit and hope he is
doing well. The chaos of Stony Brook,
finals and all, at times make me feel like
I am trapped, but I always know I have
the freedom to decide. Not just the
courses I take but my fate, my destiny,
what I will myself to become. My brother

James has this will and I know that what-
ever the obstacle, he will strive, like he
always did in the distant memories of my
childhood. I myself refuse to judge
James' actions, for I know that self judge-
ment is the most critical and painful. At
times I think "that
could've been me?" If someone threat-
ens me enough, with my temper like

James', lifes' rage could shift me into a
higher gear and I could take a life. It's
so easy for "us" Black men to end up in
prison, but this is not an excuse. The
anger and rage can posess a man with the
stitches of his wounds of pride constantly
being reopened. It is all so easy to fall
victim to that painful rage and act on it,
having your life forever changed.
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by T.N.H
Hello and welcome to another

addition of BLACKWORLD, and to an-
other column of To The Heart Of The
Matter. In this column I would like to
discuss the issue of friends, and holding
on to friendships. I know this may stray
away from the relationship genre of this
column, but I think this column should
not be based solely on relationships of
the opposite sex, because our relations
with people as a whole effect our well
being.

A lot of people have asked me
in passing, about living with a close
friend. I think this is important to ad-
dress because we hear stories about
friends who move into a suite or a dorm
together, and now do not get along. My
advice to my readers is, if you want to
keep a friendship alive try not to live with
a friend. However, you and a friend may
find housing in the same dorm, suite, or
hall, but do not end a friendship because
you have a different lifestyle with your
friend and your not compatible as room-
mates

In college we meet people on
our halls, in our suites, in classes that we
chill with. In a college this big you may
often find yourself feeling lonely, at
times. Many so called friends on a col-
lege campus are "semester buddies".
They hang out with you for a semester or

two then the bond that you had after a
while seems to die. However in colleges
many people meet their true love or a true
friend that will last from now until the
end of time.

With the semester at an end, if
you have been as lucky as I have to find
true friends, do not let the summer break
interfere with communication with them.
If you do not live close to your college
friends write or call to keep that line of
communication open. Friends are a rare
commodity in this cloister of a commu-
nity that we reside in for six months out
of a year in, and there is a big difference
between your home girls, or home boys,
and your friends.

I discovered that difference
when I was having a bad two weeks. Ev-
erything seemed to be going wrong. My
friends listen to me belly ache about my
predicaments, and even went out of their
way to make me feel a bit more comfort-.
able. My home girls just laughed about
a discouraging two weeks I had.

I never thought that friends
were important but they are. You need
peers that you can talk to or go to dinner
with. Friendships are hard to find so if
you find that someone or a crew of people
that you can always go to when your sad
or just want to, talk hold on to those
friendships.

* CWO'i" N ATION.

the Black Land, is where architecture,
philosophy and science originated.
Through his lecture and slide presenta-
tion, Browder constantly compared the
images found throughout the world with
images which were created in Egypt
years before they were thought of in
Western Civilization. On a religious per-
spective, Browder compared God and the
Devil to the story of Ausar and Set
(Ausar's evil brother). From this story
came the same idea which the Romans
have in their belief of the Virgin Mary.
Aset, the wife of Ausar, was impregnated
by the spirit of her husband and gave
birth to a son Hem (called Horus by the
Greeks) who lived 3,000 years before
Jesus Christ was born. The belief of
Judgement Day has been compared to the
belief of "The Weighing of the Soul". A
hieroglyph depicted this. It illustrated
the person whose soul was to be judged
between the spiritual and physical realms
of Maat (the netcher similar to St.
Michael). The person had to say 42 de-
nials to Maat, of which were "I have not
lied" and "I have not stolen". The heart
of the person to be judged was placed on
one side of Maat's scale. A feather, in
which the feather represented the prin-
ciples of truth and righteousness, was
placed on the other. In order to have eter-
nal life, the heart would have to be as
light as (equal to) the feather on the scale.
This would mean that the confessions
were true. Browder also touched upon
how the Declarations of Maat, 42 laws
by which a person was to have lived his
life, were written approximately 1,500
years before the writing of the Ten Com-
mandments. However, striking compari-
sons between the two are found.

The architectural influence of
Kemet can be seen throughout the world,
especially in America. The Washington
monument is the tallest obelisk in the
world and has been compared to the
tekhenw of Queen Hatshepsut and
Thutmuse I in the Sacred Lake of the

Temple of Karnak. The Lincoln Memo-
rial is a temple-like monument which is
similar to the stone carvings of Rameses
II seated at his temple in Abu Simbel. In
Memphis, Tennessee, there is a $62 mil-
lion pyramid and a large statue of
Rameses II at the front entrance.

What are we to do? Browder
would answer by saying, "Understand!"
A famous quote from George Orwell
states: "Whoever Controls the Past, Con-
trols the Future. Whoever Controls the
Present, Controls the Past." We must
learn to control the present and be aware
of where we are heading. Africans cre-
ated this world and we have been ripped
of our confidence, acknowledgements,
and accomplishments. We have con-
stantly been reminded that we have not
contributed to Civilization, when in fact
we are the originators. Free your mind,
love yourself and appreciate what your
ancestors have contributed to this world.
Most importantly become aware of who
you are and where you're coming from,
because without a base you can't get sup-
plies to fight the war. I shall leave you
with a poem that Mr. Browder developed
called "Transition 13":
We knew not
We studied
We learned all there was to know
We taught others

Then we forgot what we had learned
And then forgot that we had forgotten

Now we are taught
(By those who were once taught by us)
Knowledge
(That we already had)

So...
We study
We learn all there is to know
We teach others

Will weforget..AGAIN?
by Edwin Quiflones

JESUS CHRIST

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7]

we know it today, their whole attitude
would change. I believe this strikes a hole
of fear in Europeans scholars. If they can
find, beyond areason of doubt that Christ
was Black, they would almost be forced
to view us in a different light.

Archbishop George Augustus
Stallings Jr. believes that the Roman
Catholic Church already knows that
Christ was a man of color. He claims
that if you were to go up in the vaults of
the Vatican, where they've got hidden
documents and records, you'll discover
that in the catacombs in Rome, the earli-

est images of Jesus show him as a dark-
skinned man.

We do have to remember that it
is not God that writes books, studies the-
ology, and/or does scientific work, it's
human beings. And we all know that
humans are not perfect, so they need to
be challenged on occasion, which is ex-
actly what Black scholars are doing.
They are falling in on a long line of pre-
decessors who have challenged the pow-
ers that be. Only through this, can the
real truth be known.

by Wendi Bowie

To Te Heart Of The
Mciatter

I
TONY BROWDER

ICONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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an organization dedicated to the promotion of
African-American, Latino and Native American culture

is holding an

OPEN GENERAL BODY MEETING
VENUE- UNITI CULTURAL CENTER (under Burger King)

TIME- 10 p.m. Wednesday, September 20th

ALL ARE WELCOME
For more information call us at 2-6577

BLACKWORLD WILL NOW BE GIVING
AWARDS FOR THE BEST JOURNALISTIC

ARTICLE AND BEST CREATIVE ARTSi
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QUOT~ _ _ _ _ _0

" The Afro-A mecan
experienceis the only real

culture that America has.

Basically, every American

tries to
walk, talk, dress and

behave like

Afan-Americans"

Hugh Masakela
(b.1939),SouthAfrican Jazz Trumpeter. Intematione
Herald Tribune(Paris, 17 May 1990).
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GET INVOLVED AND LEARN HOW TO
RUN A NEWSPAPER.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR
WRITERS, PHOTOGRAPHERS,

ARTISTS, AND PEOPLE WHO ARE
INTERESTED IN

COMPUTERS AND LAYOUT,
IF INTERESTED CALL 2-6494 OR

COME TO OUR GENERAL
BODY MEETINGS ON

WEDNESDAYS AT T:I0 IN THE
STUDENT UNION ROOM O7"2,
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IF YOU WOUILD JUST LKE TO CONTIBUTE SOME OF YOUR
WORK, AL ARTICLES, OPINIONS,

ETERS, POETRY, ATIVE RITINGS,
AWMINGS R A HOORAIOTO CAN BE BROUGT TO

- 2FFIC IN THE STUDEN

)ON TUESDAYS AN NYS FROM ,12PM.

OR METN CALL 2,6494
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