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WHAT IS IT?

The document now known as the Downing
Street memo is a summary of a meeting between
Richard Dearlove,  the head of  Bri t ish intel l i-
gence,  and senior  Bush Adminis t ra t ion off i-
c ials .   I t  dates  f rom July 23,  2002,  just  as  the
Bush Adminis t ra t ion was s tar t ing to  make a
case for  invading Iraq but  before i t  had off icial-
ly declared i ts  intention to do so.   The memo was
leaked to  the  T i m e s of London,  which published
i t  on May 1,  2005 in the midst  of  Prime Minster
Tony Blair’s  reelection campaign.   The Brit ish
media  has  repor ted on th is  memo and i ts  impl i-
cat ions ,  but  the  mainst ream media  th is  s ide  of
the  At lant ic  has  neglec ted  th is  s tory  wi th
impunity.   Only now are media out lets  begin-
ning to look into this document.   Congressman
J o h n  C o n y e r s  h e l d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n
Washington DC on June 16 regarding the memo
and i ts  implicat ions.   Here we wil l  look at  the
text  of  the memo and summarize what  i t  says
and i t s  s igni f icance .

WHAT DOES IT SAY?

It  was decided that  mil i tary force would
be  needed  to  over throw Saddam Husse in’s
regime,  and that  WMD and the threat  of  terror-
ism would be focal  points  for  building a case for
war :   “Mi l i t a ry  ac t ion  was  now seen  as
inevitable.  Bush wanted to remove Saddam,
through mil i tary  act ion,  jus t i f ied  by the  con-
junction of terrorism and WMD.”

Officials  were already considering two
options:   a  short  air  campaign followed by an
invasion force of  250,000 troops (which would
take some t ime to implement) ,  and a faster  cam-
paign “ in i t ia ted  by  an  I raqi  casus  be l l i ,”  sup-
ported by a  cont inuous air  campaign.   The la t ter
was felt  to be a “hazardous option.”  According
to the memo, “the most l ikely t iming in US
minds for  mil i tary  act ion to  begin was January,
wi th  the  t imel ine  beginning 30 days  before  the
US Congressional elections.”  This suggests cal-
cula ted  pol i t ica l  t iming to  shore  up suppor t  and
reduce congress ional  accountabi l i ty  once the
war began.

The memo calls  for a plan to issue an
ultimatum to Hussein to allow UN weapons
inspectors  back into the country,  so  as  to  pro-
vide a legal  basis  for  mil i tary act ion.  The
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  d e a d  s e t  o n  “ r e g i m e
change.” They showed l i t t le  concern for  postwar
planning or  the diplomatic  process.   But  legal
concerns were high on Bri t ish off icials’  minds.
“The At torney-General  sa id  that  the  des i re  for
regime change was not  a legal  base for mil i tary
act ion.  There were three possible  legal  bases:
s e l f - d e f e n s e ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  o r
UNSC authorization.  The first  and second could
not be the base in this case. Relying on [UN
Securi ty Council  Resolut ion]  1205 of  three
years ago would be difficult .”  So they suggest-
ed working out a new resolution:  “We should
work up a plan for an ult imatum to Saddam to
allow back in the UN weapons inspectors.  This
would also help with the legal  just i f icat ion for
the use of force.”

They understood that  the case for  war
was weak;  humanitar ian intervention was not  an
acceptable  bas is  for  mi l i ta ry  ac t ion  and there
was scant  evidence that  Hussein was amassing
WMD or had ties to Al Qaeda. There was no
imminent  threat  against  the United States .   The
memo says:  “[T]he case was thin. Saddam was
not  threatening his  neighbors ,  and his  WMD
capabi l i ty  was less  than that  of  Libya,  North
Korea or  Iran.”

The officials  were also keen on the poli t-
ical  context ;  i f  Hussein refused to comply with
the UN inspections,  i t  could not  only provide a

legal  just i f icat ion for  mil i tary force,  i t  would
also legi t imize the war in the minds of  the
p u b i c .

The memo provides an enthral l ing look
into how officials  were star t ing to form plans
for  the execution of  the war.  They paid at tent ion
not  only  to  pract ical  mi l i tary  concerns ,  but  a lso
legal  and pol i t ical  issues.   What  has gained the
most  at tention,  though,  is  the fol lowing state-
ment [emphasis  added]:

“[T]he intelligence and facts were being
fixed around the policy.  The [National  Securi ty
Council] had no patience with the UN route, and
no enthusiasm for  publ ishing mater ial  on the
Iraqi  regime’s record.  There was l i t t le  discus-
s ion in  Washington of  the  af termath af ter  mil i-
tary action.”

CONTRADICTIONS

Bush and Blair  answered quest ions  f rom
the media  on June 7 ,  2005.   A repor ter  asked
Blair  th is  quest ion,  “On Iraq,  the  so-cal led
Downing Street Memo from July 2002 says,
‘ Intel l igence and facts  remain f ixed around the
policy of  removing Saddam through mil i tary
action.’  Is  this  an accurate reflect ion of what
happened? Could both of you respond?”  Blair
responded,  “Well ,  I  can
r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t  v e r y
e a s i l y. No,  the  fac t s
were  not  be ing f ixed  in
any shape or form at  al l
[emphasis added].”  The
Downing St ree t  memo
clear ly  indica tes ,  how-
e v e r ,  t h a t  “ f a c t s  a n d
inte l l igence were  being
f ixed  around the  pol i-
cy . ”

B u s h  c l a i m e d ,
and  s t i l l  c l a ims ,  t ha t
m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  w a s  “ t h e  l a s t  o p t i o n . ”
Responding to the reporter ,  he s tated,  “s o m e-
body said,  well ,  you know, we had made up our
mind to go to use mil i tary force to deal  with
Saddam. There is  nothing farther from the truth.
My conversations with the Prime Minister [were]
how can we do this peacefully .  .  .  both of  us did-
n’t  want  to  use our mil i tary [emphasis  added].”
But again, the memo proves him wrong, stating
as follows:  “Military action was now seen as
inevitable.  Bush wanted to remove Saddam,
through mil i tary  act ion,  jus t i f ied  by the  con-
junction of terrorism and WMD.”

The authentici ty of the memo has gone
unchallenged by Blair  and Bush.   Some pundits
have claimed that  the memo is  a fake or that  i t
is  incorrect ,  but  they have provided no evidence
to back up their  claims.   Moreover,  there are the
conflict ing statements of Cheney, Powell ,  and
Rice  to  consider ,  regarding I raq’s  mi l i tary
capabi l i t ies .   Al l  had made s ta tements  in  the
lead up to war that  Hussein was amassing and
stockpiling WMD and was proving to be an
imminent  threat  to  the  US and Arab countr ies .
However,  before 9/11,  al l  three had gone on
record s ta t ing the opposi te ;  that  Hussein was
not  a  threat  and did  not  possess  capabi l i t ies  to
str ike at  the US.   These and other  contradict ions
are well  worth investigating.   Something is  not
add ing  up .

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS?

Basical ly ,  what  this  suggests  is  that
Bri t i sh  and American off ic ia ls  were  ta i lor ing
the i r  in te l l igence  in  order  to  prop  up  the i r  pol-
icy and agenda.   This  implies  they picked and
chose whatever  facts  bols tered their  case for
war—giving li t t le credence or consideration to

(or  even ignoring) whatever facts  contradicted
their  case.   In other  words,  off icials  were being
told pr imari ly  what  they wanted to  hear .   The
Adminis t ra t ion had an agenda ( invading I raq)
and i t  seemed that  only  those  facts  that  sup-
por ted and jus t i f ied their  agenda were  worth
considerat ion (however tenuous those facts  may
have been).

Given the poli t ical  and legal  context
behind the war,  off ic ials  bel ieved that  seeking a
UN resolut ion would grant  needed legit imacy to
the war  effor t .   This  occurred in  la te  2002,  but
weapons  inspectors  fa i led  to  turn  up  subs tan-
t ia l  evidence that  Hussein was amassing or
stockpil ing WMDs.  Bush immediately (and
falsely)  chalked this  up to  Hussein  being unco-
opera t ive  (he  was  in  f ac t  coopera t ive ) .
According to the memo, “the [National Security
Council]  had no patience with the UN route,  and
no enthus iasm for  publ ish ing mater ia l  on  the
Iraqi  regime’s record.”   This  could explain why,
with only a couple of months al lowed for inspec-
t ions  to  take place and despi te  l i t t le  evidence
suppor t ing  the i r  case ,  Pres ident  Bush  has t i ly
issued his  u l t imatum to  Hussein  and began
preparat ions to  invade Iraq.   He and his  people
were dead set on going to war, no matter what.

Much of this is  not new or shocking info
to cri t ics of the war,  who have been pointing out

such  i tems for  the  pas t
two years.  However,
the memo provides a
‘smoking gun,’  evi-
dence to  back up the
cri t ics’  claims.   The
i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e
numerous  and severe .

I f  i t  i s  t rue  tha t
the off ic ia ls  were f ix-
ing  and ta i lor ing  the
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  s u i t
t h e i r  n e e d s ,  t h i s
means  tha t  P res iden t

B u s h  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a n d  k n o w i n g l y  m i s l e d
Congress in his case for war.   In fact,  one can
argue that  he  and other  off ic ia ls ,  including
Richard Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Colin Powell,
Condaleeza Rice, and Tony Blair,  l ied to the to
the UN, to Congress,  to the Brit ish Parliament,
and to  the  publ ic .   This  is  c lear ly  i l legal  and
h o l d s  s e r i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  t h o s e
involved.

I f  i t  i s  t rue  tha t  the  Pres ident  in ten t ion-
al ly  deceived Congress  and indeed twisted the
intel l igence,  this  would violate  the Federal
Ant i -Conspi racy  Sta tu te ,  which  makes  i t  a
felony “to defraud the United States  or  any
agency thereof  in  any manner  for  any purpose.”
In addi t ion,  the issuance of  knowingly and wil l-
ingly false s tatements to the Congress violates
the False Statements Act of  1996.   These are
impeachable offences.

Not  only that ,  but  this  would mean that
tens of  thousands of  innocent  Iraqis ,  and over
1,700 US and Coalit ion troops, have died as a
resul t  of  the  invasion and occupat ion propped
up and jus t i f ied  by decept ion,  l ies ,  and pol i t i-
cal  games.   This too holds serious moral  impli-
cat ions for  those involved in the scheme.

Finally,  i t  means that  Bush and co.  have
jeopardized  na t ional  secur i ty  by  fabr ica t ing
e v i d e n c e ,  m a k i n g  f a l s e  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t o r y
cla ims,  and intent ional ly  mis leading Congress
into  ceding uni la tera l  power  to  the  President  to
make war  ( th is  in  i t se l f  ra i ses  ser ious  cons t i tu-
t ional  issues  over  who has the authori ty  to
declare and wage war) .   Furthermore,  they have
poured bi l l ions  of  dol lars ,  valuable  t ime,  and
fini te  manpower into the invasion and occupa-
t ion of  a  country that  posed no credible ‘ immi-
nent  threat’  to the United States .

Analysis of the Downing Street Memo
By Marcel Votlucka

“Bush claimed,  and
still claims, that mili-

tary force was ‘the last
option.’”
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SECRET AND STRICTLY PERSONAL—UK EYES ONLY

DAVID MANNING
From: Matthew Rycroft
Date :  23  Ju ly  2002
S  1 9 5  / 0 2

cc:  Defence Secretary,  Foreign Secretary,  Attorney-General ,  Sir  Richard
Wilson, John Scarlett ,  Francis Richards, CDS, C, Jonathan Powell,  Sally
Morgan,  Alastair  Campbell

IRAQ: PRIME MINISTER’S MEETING, 23 JULY

Copy addressees  and you met  the  Pr ime Minis ter  on 23 July to  discuss
I r aq .  
This  record is  extremely sensi t ive.  No fur ther  copies  should be made.  I t
should be shown only to those with a genuine need to know its  contents.

John Scar le t t  summarised the  inte l l igence and la tes t  J IC assessment .
Saddam’s regime was tough and based on extreme fear.  The only way to
overthrow it  was l ikely to be by massive mili tary action.  Saddam was wor-
r ied and expected an at tack,  probably by air  and land,  but  he was not  con-
vinced that  i t  would be immediate or  overwhelming.  His regime expected
their  neighbours to l ine up with the US.  Saddam knew that  regular  army
morale was poor.  Real support  for Saddam among the public was probably
nar rowly  based .

C reported on his  recent  ta lks  in  Washington.  There was a  percept ible
shif t  in  at t i tude.  Mil i tary act ion was now seen as inevitable.  Bush want-
ed to remove Saddam, through mili tary act ion,  just if ied by the conjunc-
t ion of terrorism and WMD. But the intel l igence and facts were being
fixed around the policy.  The NSC had no patience with the UN route,  and
no enthusiasm for  publ ishing mater ia l  on the  I raqi  regime’s  record.
There  was l i t t le  d iscuss ion in  Washington of  the  af termath af ter  mil i tary
ac t ion .

CDS said that  mili tary planners would brief CENTCOM on 1-2 August,
Rumsfe ld  on  3  Augus t  and  Bush  on  4  Augus t .

The  two broad US opt ions  were :

(a)  Generated Start .  A slow build-up of 250,000 US troops,  a  short  (72
hour) air  campaign, then a move up to Baghdad from the south. Lead time
of  90 days (30 days preparat ion plus  60 days deployment  to  Kuwait ) .

(b)  Running Star t .  Use forces already in theatre  (3 x 6,000),  continuous
air  campaign,  ini t ia ted by an Iraqi  casus bel l i .  Total  lead t ime of  60 days
with the air  campaign beginning even earl ier .  A hazardous opt ion.

The US saw the UK (and Kuwait) as essential,  with basing in Diego Garcia
and Cyprus cr i t ical  for  e i ther  opt ion.  Turkey and other  Gulf  s ta tes  were
also important ,  but  less vi tal .  The three main options for UK involvement
were:

(i)  Basing in Diego Garcia and Cyprus,  plus three SF squadrons.

( i i )  A s  a b o v e ,  w i t h  m a r i t i m e  a n d  a i r  a s s e t s  i n  a d d i t i o n .

( i i i )  As above,  plus  a  land contr ibut ion of  up to  40,000,  perhaps with a
discrete  role  in  Northern I raq enter ing from Turkey,  tying down two Iraqi
d iv i s ions .

The Defence Secretary said that  the US had already begun “spikes of
act ivi ty” to  put  pressure on the regime.  No decis ions had been taken,  but
he thought  the most  l ikely t iming in US minds for  mil i tary act ion to begin
was January,  with the t imeline beginning 30 days before the US
Congre s s iona l  e l ec t i ons .

The Foreign Secretary said he would discuss this  with Colin Powell  this
week.  I t  seemed clear  that  Bush had made up his  mind to take mil i tary
action,  even if  the t iming was not yet  decided. But the case was thin.
Saddam was not  threatening his  neighbours,  and his  WMD capabil i ty was
less than that  of  Libya,  North Korea or Iran.  We should work up a plan for
an ult imatum to Saddam to allow back in the UN weapons inspectors.  This
would also help with the legal  just if ication for the use of force.
The Attorney-General  said that  the desire  for  regime change was not  a
legal  base for  mil i tary act ion.  There were three possible  legal  bases:  self-
defence,  humanitar ian intervention,  or  UNSC authorisat ion.  The f i rs t  and
second could not be the base in this case. Relying on UNSCR 1205 of three
years ago would be difficult .  The si tuation might of course change.

The Prime Minis ter  said that  i t  would make a  big difference pol i t ical ly
and legally if  Saddam refused to allow in the UN inspectors.  Regime
change and WMD were l inked in the sense that  i t  was the regime that  was
producing the WMD. There were different  s trategies for  deal ing with
Libya and Iran.  I f  the pol i t ical  context  were r ight ,  people would support
regime change.  The two key issues were whether  the mil i tary plan worked
and whether  we had the pol i t ical  s t ra tegy to  give the mil i tary plan the
space to work.

On the first ,  CDS said that we did not know yet if  the US battleplan was
workable.  The mil i tary were continuing to ask lots  of  quest ions.

For instance, what were the consequences,  if  Saddam used WMD on day
one, or if  Baghdad did not collapse and urban warfighting began? You said
that Saddam could also use his WMD on Kuwait.  Or on Israel,  added the
Defence Secretary.

The Foreign Secretary thought the US would not go ahead with a mili tary
plan unless convinced that  i t  was a winning strategy.  On this,  US and UK
interests  converged.  But on the poli t ical  s trategy,  there could be US/UK
differences .  Despi te  US res is tance,  we should explore  discreet ly  the  ul t i-
matum. Saddam would continue to play hard-ball  with the UN.

John Scarlet t  assessed that  Saddam would al low the inspectors  back in
on ly  when  he  t hough t  t he  t h r ea t  o f  m i l i t a ry  ac t i on  was  r ea l .

The Defence Secretary said that  i f  the Prime Minister  wanted UK mil i tary
involvement,  he would need to decide this  early.  He cautioned that  many
in the US did not  think i t  worth going down the ult imatum route.  I t  would
be important  for  the Prime Minis ter  to  set  out  the pol i t ical  context  to
B u s h

Conclusions:
(a)  We should work on the assumption that  the UK would take part  in any
mili tary action.  But we needed a fuller  picture of US planning before we
could take any firm decisions.  CDS should tel l  the US mili tary that  we
were considering a range of options.

(b)  The Prime Minister  would revert  on the quest ion of  whether  funds
c o u l d  b e  s p e n t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .

(c)  CDS would send the Prime Minister  ful l  detai ls  of  the proposed mil i-
tary campaign and possible  UK contr ibut ions by the end of  the week.

(d)  The Foreign Secretary would send the Prime Minister  the background
on the UN inspectors ,  and discreet ly work up the ul t imatum to Saddam.

He would also send the Prime Minister  advice on the posit ions of coun-
tr ies  in  the region especial ly  Turkey,  and of  the key EU member s tates .

(e)  John Scarlet t  would send the Prime Minister  a  ful l  intel l igence
u p d a t e .
(f)  We must  not  ignore the legal  issues:  the Attorney-General  would con-
s ide r  l ega l  adv ice  wi th  FCO/MOD lega l  adv i se r s .

( I  have  wr i t t en  sepa ra t e ly  to  commiss ion  th i s  fo l low-up  work . )

MATTHEW RYCROFT  (Rycroft was a Downing Street foreign policy aide)

(Or ig ina l ly  repor ted  in  the  T i m e s of London, May 1, 2005)

Text of the Downing Street Memo
By Marcel Votlucka
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“…nor shall  be compelled in any crimi-
nal case to be a witness against  himself ,  nor be
deprived of  l i fe ,  l iber ty ,  or  property ,  wi thout
due process of  law; nor shall  private property
be taken for  publ ic  use,  wi thout  just  compensa-
t ion.”

This  phrase  should be recognizable  to
anyone who ever set foot in a high school U.S.
History class .  I t  comes from a whimsical  l i t t le
romp cal led The Fif th Amendment (not  to be
confused wi th  The Fi f th  Element)  and  i t  guaran-
tees  that  no person can be  executed,  impris-
oned,  or  have  h is /her  pr iva te  proper ty  se ized
without  “due process ,”  or  a  fa i r  t r ia l  by a  jury
of one’s peers.  I t  also guarantees that  the State
cannot take your home or business for  the good
of the community without  ful ly  compensat ing
the or iginal  owners .

Evident ly ,  the  current  U.S.  Supreme
Court justices never took U.S. History.

Recently,  the Supreme Court  ruled i t  was
legal  for local  governments to seize private
property and sel l  i t  to  developers  who want  to
put  the land to  publ ic  use.  In  other  words,  a
local government can now, at a whim, take your
home even if  you own it  and sell  i t  to a wealthy
entrepreneur  looking to  bui ld  a  hotel  or  a  mal l .
The Court  announced this  decis ion af ter  several
Connect icut  homeowners f i led sui t  when the
ci ty  planned to  turn their  homes into  off ices ,  a
hotel ,  and a  heal th  c lub.

This  is  such a blatant  violat ion of  the
Fifth Amendment that  one couldn’t  even imag-
ine how the Court  reached this  decision.  Due
process  has  jus t  been thrown r ight  out  the  win-
dow, since the government can now take your
proper ty  any t ime i t  wants .  And whi le  the
amendment  c lear ly  s ta tes  tha t  “publ ic  use”  i s
not  a  val id excuse for  the s tate  to  seize proper-
ty,  the Supreme Court  has now said otherwise.
And for some reason,  I  doubt the people losing
thei r  homes and businesses  are  receiving “ jus t
compensat ion,”  unless  every s ingle  household
is receiving an amount of money equal to the
value of the houses they lost .  

As an added bonus,  this  law also violates
the Fourth Amendment ,  not  jus t  the  Fif th .  This
amendment states:  “The right  of  the people to be
secure  in  the i r  persons ,  houses ,  papers ,  and
e f fec t s ,  aga ins t  un reasonab le  s ea rches  and
seizures ,  shal l  not  be violated,  and no warrants
shal l  i ssue ,  but  upon probable  cause ,  suppor ted

b y  o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y
descr ibing the  place  to  be  searched,  and the
persons or  things to be seized.”  In other  words,
your home cannot  be so much as searched,  let
a lone taken,  unless  a  warrant  has  been issued.
And for  that  to  happen,  there  needs to  be “prob-
able cause.” You need to have done something.
But not anymore! Now, to be kicked out of your
house al l  you have to do is  fal l  into the
crosshairs  of  a  greedy and wealthy tycoon who
wants  to  increase  the  s ize  of  h i s  a l ready
impress ive  bank account  by put t ing a  hote l  in
your  backya rd .

Some people may argue that  whether or
not  i t ’s  unconst i tut ional ,  this  decis ion is  a  good
move on the Supreme Court’s part  since land
wil l  only be taken away to serve the public .
People won’t  be losing their  property lef t  and
r ight ,  and when they do i t  wi l l  bet ter  service  the
ent i re  community and not  just  one household.
Personal ly ,  I  th ink  tha t  i s  the  dumbest  th ing
I’ve ever heard. I fail  to see how a family being
kicked out  onto  the  s t reets  in  order  to  bui ld  a
heal th  c lub benef i t s  the  communi ty .  I t  benef i t s
the club owner ,  but  what  about  the family that
is  now homeless,  or  the people that  have lost  the
business  they needed to  put  food on the table?

How does that help society? Allowing people to
l ive in  their  own houses  and not  in  the  gut ter  is
more beneficial  to society than a mall .  The
world is  f i l led with malls .  I ’m sure i f  a  person
l ives  in  the  Uni ted Sta tes ,  he/she  is  wi thin
driving distance of  one of  these shopping behe-
moths .  And where  does  i t  end? Firs t  they kick
famil ies  wi th  chi ldren  onto  the  s t ree ts  to  bui ld
hote ls  and shopping mal ls ,  then they kick them
out  to  bui ld  mi l i ta ry  bases ,  then  they  bui ld
environmental ly  unsafe  factor ies ,  then weapons
research  labs ,  then  nuc lear  miss i le  t es t ing
s i tes?  The most  d is turbing th ing is ,  th is  sce-
nario isn’ t  that  far-fetched.  Basical ly  you no
longer own your home, you just  l ive in i t  unti l
someone bids on i t  l ike an auct ion,  and then the
auct ion begins.  In a  few years ,  the highest  bid-
der  for  the house your family “owns” wil l  be a
cigaret te  company that  wants  to  bui ld a  lab to
see how long babies can survive when addicted
to nicotine.  Yeah, that’s real  beneficial  to the
communi ty .

This  i s  par t  o f  a  d i s turb ing  t rend  tha t
has been plaguing America for  the last  few
years ,  namely the violat ion and overrul ing of
the most  important  amendments ,  the Bil l  of
Rights ,  by the government  that  created them in
the f i rs t  place.  We are seeing free speech and
separat ion of  church and s tate  becoming a  myth,
the  Four th  Amendment  has  been overruled  by
the Patr iot  Act  (which isn’t  even an amend-
ment),  and just  wait  a few years and see what
happens to freedom of the press  when those high
school  s tudents  who th ink  the  government
should censor  the  media  are  in  control .  And
going back to freedom of speech, that doesn’t
exis t  in  the airwaves anymore.  The Federal
Communications Commission is  an agency cre-
ated by the government ,  i t s  members  appointed
by the president ,  and i ts  act ions  not  voted on by
the American people.  Yet  i t  controls  the content
of  al l  radio and television broadcasts ,  meaning
anything they see that  they don’t  l ike gets  cen-
sored.  That  is  not  freedom of speech.  Our basic
r ights  as  human beings  and American  c i t izens
are  disappear ing,  and soon the society  our
founding fa thers  dreamed of  wil l  be  replaced
wi th  a  Chr is t ian  theocra t ic  d ic ta torship  wi th
cap i ta l  punishment  and  so ld ie rs  s ta t ioned  in
people’s  homes during peacet ime.

Another Right Bites the Dust
By Joey Safdia

DYNAMITE WITH A SCHIAVO BEAM,
GUARANTEED TO BLOW YOUR MIND,
Courtesy of 80’s excess
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Bill ions of people worldwide watched
the broadcast  of Live 8,   the global concert   rais-
ing  awareness of  the pl ight  of  the African peo-
ple .   Many popular  rock and pop musicians  per-
formed in ten different  countr ies .  The event  was
brought together by Bono and Bob Geldof, rock
legends who are also prominent  act ivists .  The
objective of Live 8 had a much more important
under ly ing  agenda  than  jus t  en ter ta in ing  the
masses.  They wanted the world’s  leaders  to hear
the i r  c r ies  aga ins t  pover ty  and to  pressure  them
to formulate  an authent ic  s t ra tegy to  al leviate
the suffer ing of  mil l ions.  

The Group of Eight summit
was held in Gleneagles,  Scotland
and hosted by England’s  Pr ime
Minister ,  Tony Blair .  The at ten-
dees  were  Br i t a in ,  Canada ,
France,  Germany,  Japan,
I t a l y ,  R u s s i a   a n d  t h e
United States .  Any event
wi th  such  monumenta l
potent ia l  for  peace and
ending  pover ty  cannot
occur  wi thout  a  h i tch.
The  f i r s t  day ,  hundreds  of
v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t o r s  w e r e
ar res ted  in  Scot land  but
t h e y  w e r e  q u i c k l y
s i l e n c e d  b y  1 5 , 0 0 0
ant i -pover ty  and  g lob-
al izat ion act ivis ts .  The
second day of  the sum-
m i t ,  s e v e r a l  b o m b s
were set off in London
leaving over f if ty dead
and  hundreds  in ju red  and
cut  the  meet ing shor t  so
Bla i r  cou ld  r ace  home .
Despi te  these  d i s t rac t ions ,
much progress  was made but
many more issues have yet  to be
resolved.  

The biggest achievement of the
summit  was doubl ing aid  to  Afr ica  to  $50 bi l-
l ion  by  the  year  2010.  This  cont inent  i s  in  d i re
need of  outs ide help in  a l l  areas  such as  the
economy, health,  and ci t izen unity.  The money
wil l  be  d is t r ibuted  for  more  peace-keeping
troops,  access to HIV/AIDS treatment and the
development  of  agr icul tura l  techniques  and
small  businesses .  In  addi t ion,  e ighteen of  the
p o o r e s t  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  d e b t s  w e r e
annu l l ed ,  f ou r t een  o f  wh ich  were  Af r i can
na t ions .  

While  Bla i r  and others  pra ise  th is  ef for t ,
cr i t ics  are crying out ,  “too l i t t le ,  too late .”
A n t i - p o v e r t y  c a m p a i g n e r s  a n d  e x p e r t s  o n
African aid were shoot ing for   $50 bi l l ion a
year ;  ins tead the  summit  lef t  them shor t  of  thei r
goal  with $ 10 bi l l ion a year.  One of the central
reasons  why Afr ica  i s  so  pover ty  s t r icken is  due

to the wide amount of corruption of their  gov-
e rnmen t  l eade r s .
Now, the African leaders  must  comply with the
G8 regulat ions before receiving aid.  They must
promise to  provide democracy,  human r ights
and  ha l t  cor rup t ion .

However,  some demands are not beneficial  to
these impoverished nat ions.  For  example,  on the
issue  of  f ree- t rade ,  many western  countr ies
demand tha t  in  re turn  for  a id  they  mus t  pur-
chase goods and trade with them. Most people in
Afr ica   a re  uneducated  about  the  f ree- t rade
market  and how to cul t ivate  their  own busi-
nesses  to  maintain success  and profi ts .  How
are they expect ing these  people  to  afford their

produc ts?  They  mus t  f i r s t  l ea rn
how to s tabi l ize their  own
indus t r i es  be fore  they  can
trade and buy western goods.

The money should be
d is t r ibu ted  loca l ly ,  so  tha t

there  i s  more  conf idence
that  the money actual ly go

towards  helping the  poor
and not  in to  a  corrupt
l eade r ’ s  pocke t s .  A l so ,

t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e
funding for  educat ing the
people  on how to nurture
the i r  vas t  lands  for  agr i-
cu l t u r a l  goods .  Many
pub l i c  Af r i c an  f i gu re s
a re  speak ing  fo r  the i r
ci t izens  when saying i t ’s
a l l  t a l k  a n d  t h e y ’ l l
be l i eve  t he  wes t e rne r s
when they see i t .  Who can

blame them? Aid packages
from western nat ions have

b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e
past  and they haven’t  seen

any progress  or  re l ief  yet .  
Other  a id  ef for ts  inc lude  p ledg-

i n g  $ 3  b i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
Author i ty  to  bu i ld  an  independent  Pa les t in ian
state  in  land occupied by Israel .  The money wil l
a lso  be  used  to  he lp  the  Pales t in ian  Author i ty
take control  of  the Gaza Strip when Israel  plans
to  remove the  Jewish se t t lers  next  month.
Increased violence  between the  Is rael i  and
Pales t in ian  secur i ty  forces  a re  threa ten ing  the
cease-f i re  and peace t ruce made between Prime
Minis ter  Arie l  Sharon and President  Mohmoud
Abbas .  

In total ,  the amount in aid to al l  developing
countr ies  was  increased f rom $ 80 bi l l ion a  year
to  $130 bi l l ion.  Pr ime Minis ter  Blair  was able
to successful ly  get  the leaders  to  comply with
giving 0.7 % of their  yearly economy to foreign
aid by 2015.  The United States was the only
country  that  s tubbornly  agreed to  p ledge 0 .16%
to foreign aid.  Applause was doled out  to

Japan’s  Pr ime Minis ter  Junichiro  Koizumi for
promising to  double  ass is tance to  Afr ica  wi thin
three  years  and to  increase  the i r  fore ign a id
cont r ibut ion  by  $10 b i l l ion  wi th in  f ive  years .

This  t ime around,  the G8 countr ies  took
a real  step to focus on issues that  do not revolve
around  the i r  se l f - in te res t s .  However ,  the re
were several  important  issues  that  have yet  to
be resolved.  The second most  important  issue on
the agenda after  aid for  Africa was global  warm-
ing.  

The only  s t r ide  that  occurred was  that
the United States (  f i n a l l y , about  fuck ing  t ime!)
admit ted  tha t  there  i s  sc ient i f ic  evidence  tha t
global  cl imate change was caused by harmful
greenhouse gas  emissions .  Sixty-eight  nat ions
and every s ingle  country that  a t tended the G8
summit  have already signed the Kyoto Treaty
(which asks for  mandatory caps on greenhouse
emiss ions)  except  the  Uni ted Sta tes .  Pres ident
Bush bel ieves  that  abiding by these  terms would
“wreck the U.S. economy.” This is a huge disap-
pointment  for  the G8 leaders  and environmen-
talists  who hoped that the US would get on board
s ince  the  developed nat ions   are  the  pr imary
contr ibutors  to  hazardous greenhouse gas  emis-
s i o n s .

Developments pertaining to global  warming
were a  ten-page plan pledging for  progress  in
energy eff ic iency,  conservat ion and c leaner
fuels .  Another  committee is  set  to  meet  in
London on November 1 to  fur ther  discuss  tar-
gets  for  progress in cl imate change.  All  G8
countr ies  are  expected to  a t tend and China,
India,  Brazil ,  Mexico and South Africa have also
been invi ted.  Addi t ional ly ,  no progress  of  e l im-
ina t ing  unfa i r  t rade  prac t ices  for  Afr ican  coun-
t r ies  has  been reached.  While  they agree  that
those Afr ican nat ions  should no longer  be
forced  to  l ibera l ize  the i r  marke ts  in  re turn  for
aid,  no commitments have been made. Easing the
pover ty  s i tuat ion in  Afr ica  wi l l  never  occur
unt i l  r icher  countr ies  s top taking advantage of
the  Afr ican  marke ts  and  prac t ice  fa i r  t rade
pol icies .  They need to  be able  to  s tabi l ize  their
own economy in the long-run before opening up
thei r  markets  to  the  outs ide  world .  

The summit  wrapped up in  three  days .
To hold them to their  word,  Blair  made the lead-
ers  s ign the f inal  pledges in  front  of  cameras.
T o n y  B l a i r  w a s  f a i r l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e
increased a id  to  Afr ica  that  he  so  adamant ly
pushed for and called i t   a  “real  hope.” However,
h is  a t tempts  to  h ide  h is  d isappoin tment  in  the
fai led issues of  t rade and cl imate change pol i-
cies  were apparent .  “All  of  this  does not  change
the world tomorrow. I t  is  a beginning,  not an
end,”  s ta ted Blair  to  the publ ic  on the f inal  day.
Histor ic  s t r ides  have been taken and now the
world  is  wai t ing for  thei r  leaders  to  carry  out
thei r  promises  for  a  bet ter  fu ture .  I  hope they
do not  disappoint  the jaded masses .

The Antics, Controversies and 
Promises of the G8Summit

By Joan Leong
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Peasant Army

Editorials

Where do I  begin?  The Army recrui ts  people
and they want a certain amount of  people every month.
They have projected numbers  for  months and for  years
and in May they didn’t  meet their  projection.   In May,
the army recrui ted around 60% of  what  they wanted to .
So less people are joining the army in May.  June is a
di f ferent  s tory  where  the  Army met  the i r  quota  for  the
f i rs t  t ime in  months.   I t ’s  no coincidence that  the Army
made i t  numbers  in  June,  the  month where  young adul ts
(read “oldest  kids”)  are  graduat ing or  dropping out  of
high school.   But don’t let  June fool you, just because
the Army met their  quota for  one month doesn’t  cover
the fact  that  hundreds of  thousands of  t roops are  com-
ing home.  The reserves called up two years ago are hit-
t ing their  maximum 24 months tours  and coming home.
The Army reported that  these t roops are  leaving vacan-
cies  in jobs l ike MP (mil i tary police)  that  can’t  easi ly
be replaced.   

Sounds great!  Who wants to join up and fight an
insurgency in  i ts  “f inal  throes?”  C’mon i t  sounds l ike
fun,  here  le t  me use this  basebal l  as  a  proxy and I  can
teach you how to throw grenades after  eighth period.   

Enough digression.   We’re in a foreign country.
We’re nat ion-bui lding and inci t ing civi l  war .   Sorry
Dick,  the  insurgency is  not  in  i ts  f inal  throes .   I  hear
that Falluja could become a warzone again.   The Iraqi
government said that  Americans can pull  out  of  some
smaller  towns in Iraq.   I  want to leave as much as the
next  guy.   But  with s tories  of  the Iraqi  army not  polic-

ing  ski rmish  zones  correc t ly  and leaving mi l i tants
behind I  can’t  help but  ask,  “What condit ion are we
leaving th ings  in  behind us?”

I’m not  saying that  we should stay the course
and finish up in Iraq.   I’m not saying I  want everyone
home right now.  We can’t keep fighting because the
costs  of  war  are  constant ly  r is ing and the number  of
troops we have is growing smaller.   I’m not saying that
we should leave because I  believe we fucked things up
in Iraq and we can’t  leave i t  in  i ts  current  s tate .   The
Daily Show said i t  best ,  I’m paraphrasing but we made
a “mess o’ potamia.”

So in the meantime between now and us leaving
we’re doing the same thing over and over again.  Eat,
s leep,  and f ight  insurgents .   We’re in a  war of  circular
logic and no one is  breaking the chain of  i r rat ional
thought .   The insurgents  f ight  us because we invaded
their  home and s tomped around.   We f ight  insurgents
because ever since 9/11 we’ve waged a war on terror and
we don’t let terrorists win.  So we don’t leave.  So the
insurgents  f ight  and round i t  goes.   Why don’t  we try
leveling with them?  Why not  extend the ol ive branch?
I  th ink i t  would be  bet ter  than bat t l ing ourselves  to
(mil i tary)  exhaust ion and (economic)  depress ion.

After  9 /11 everyone wi th  a  c lear  head sa id  tha t
a  war  on ter ror  was  s tupid  because  ter ror ism is  an  idea .
I t ’s  s tupid because no matter  how hard you t ry you wil l
never get everyone to like you.  Forget win or lose, i t’s
s tupid  because  i t  wi l l  not  end.

Guys... Where’s the Exit?

Of Sharks and Terrorists
The summer of  2005 was re la t ively mundane in

terms of news stories.   Tropical  s torms.   Competi t ion
among the cit ies of the world for the honor of holding
the 2012 Olympics.   The incessant ly covered Natal ie
Holloway disappearance.   Shark at tacks in  Florida
frightening swimmers in New York out of the water.

Aside from the Live–8  concerts  that  raised
awareness of Africa,  si te of many of the developing
nations discussed at  the ongoing G-8 conference of
world leaders,  nothing of world relevance was covered.
The journal is ts  of  te levis ion news reported most ly f luff
(Jennifer  Garner  and Ben Aff leck are  marr ied)  or
harped on horr ib le  events ,  l ike  the  l ike ly  murder  of
recent  high school  graduate,  the American,  Natal ie
Holloway, in Aruba.  South Korea’s offer of energy
assistance to North Korea is  a  great  idea and could pro-
mote peace between the two nations.  It  was also glanced
over by media i f  i t  got  any at tent ion at  al l .   Terrorism
as of late,  was more of a topic of speculation and parti-
san pol i t icking,  not  a  tangible  threat  l ike  i t  was af ter
9/11.   On July 6,  just  days af ter  London was announced
to be the c i ty  that  wi l l  house the 2012 Olympics ,
London was attacked.       

In  the midst  of  the rush hour  commute,  the
underground subway and bus  was  bombed by a  ter ror-
is t  group related to Al Qaeda.   The Bri t ish Broadcast ing
Corporation,  the BBC, has reported “more than fif ty
people” have perished as  a  resul t .   Like September
eleventh,  victims were from all  over the world,  and bod-

ies  are  s t i l l  under  rubble ,  l ike  on 9 /11.       
Though news analysts  th ink the  bombings are

unrela ted to  the  2012 Olympics  being in  London,  there
is  def in i te ly  the  v iew that  th is  i r ra t ional  ac t  i s  a  reac-
t ion to the G-8 Conference.   Others,  such as the
Ayatollah Mohammed Emami Kashani,  one of Iran’s
leading cler ics ,  have argued that  the Iraq War is  anoth-
er  ra t ionale  for  these  a t tacks .   Br i ta in  is  the  main a l ly
of  America in  this  cul tural  war  involving actual  war-
fare.     

However,  Bri t ish Prime Minister  Tony Blair ,
aware of  Bri tain’s  his tory of  resi l ience af ter  bombings
(from the Blitz on London by the Nazis to at tacks by the
IRA [Ir ish Republican Amy],  in recent  t imes),  refuses to
be  bul l ied .   He is  de termined to  not  le t  te r ror is ts
undermine what  makes Bri ta in great .   Bri ta in is  a  coun-
t r y  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e s  d i v e r s i t y ,  m o r e  l i b e r a l  t h a n
America and has many checks on the powers of govern-
ment.  Blair,  according to the BBC, believes that “with
th is  type  of  te r ror i sm secur i ty  measures  a ren’ t  the  only
solut ion.”   In addit ion,  Blair  has noted the fact  that
Islam is not the enemy.       

I  be l ieve  that  the  American people ,  par t icular-
ly those l iving in New York City,  should not only sup-
por t  our  Br i t i sh  f r iends  in  the i r  res i l ience  but  to  a l so
be inspired by i t .   To cont inue to  be a  l iberal  society,
despi te  terror is ts ,  i s  something we should a l l  hope to
achieve.
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L

W o r l d  T r i b u n a l  o n  I r a q  e x a m-
i n e s  I r a q  w a r  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n

The World Tribunal  on Iraq con-
vened in Turkey on June 24.   The

t r ibunal  cons is ted  of  a  three-day ser ies  of  hear-
ings  and panels ,  suppor ted  by  eyewi tness  and
exper t  tes t imony,  inves t iga t ing  var ious  i ssues
regarding the  war  and occupat ion of  I raq .
Indian  author  and ac t iv is t  Arundhat i  Roy sa id ,
in her  opening remarks,  “We are here to  exam-
ine a vast  spectrum of evidence about the moti-
vations and consequences of the U.S. invasion
and occupat ion,  evidence that  has  been del iber-
a te ly  margina l ized  or  suppressed…This  t r ibu-
nal  is  an at tempt to  correct  the record.”   A sec-
ond goal of the tribunal,  as stated by Roy, was to
provide a  his tor ical  record of  evidence and tes-
t imony,  presumably  to  put  the  masterminds  of
the  war  on t r ia l  as  war  cr iminals .

The  t r ibunal ’s  u l t imate  verdic t  holds
that  the invasion and occupation was i l legal
under internat ional  law as well  as  a  violat ion of
the basic  human r ights  of  the Iraqi  people .   I t
demands that  the US pull  i ts  t roops out  of  Iraq,
and condemns the UN Securi ty Council  and the
Coali t ion governments for  aiding the i l legal
invasion and “fai l ing to stop war crimes among
other  fa i lures .”   The t r ibunal’s  charges  include:
target ing the  c iv i l ian  popula t ion and infra-
s t ruc ture  wi th  “ indiscr iminate  force” ;  imposing
punishments  wi thout  charge  or  t r ia l ;  to r tur ing
Iraqi  so ld iers  and c i t izens ;  making i l legi t imate
changes in the law; censoring the Iraqi  media;
and  c rea t ing  condi t ions  tha t  a re  adverse ly
affecting the status of women.  I t  also affirms
the r ight  of  the Iraqi  people  to  resis t  the occu-
pa t ion .

M o r e  d e t a i l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e
www.worldtr ibunal .org.

W M D  c l a i m s  “ i m p l a u s i b l e ”
a c c o r d i n g  t o  B r i t i s h  d i p l o m a t

Pre-war  c la ims about  I raq’s
WMD prog ram a re  “ to t a l l y  imp laus ib l e , ”
according to a Bri t ish diplomat who worked with
UN inspectors.   Carne Ross worked as a l iaison
with UN officials  investigating Iraq’s al leged
weapons programs,  and he claims that  the intel-
l igence  did  not  substant ia te  what  the  American
and Bri t ish governments  were saying about
Iraq’s  supposed capabi l i t ies .   “I’d  read the
intell igence on WMD for four and a half  years,
and there’s  no way i t  could sustain the case that
the government was presenting.   All  of  my col-
leagues knew that,  too.”  Ross’ remarks add him
to a growing list  of officials coming out of the
woodwork to  condemn the  Adminis t ra t ion’s
mishandl ing  of  pre-war  in te l l igence .

N A T I O N A L

R e p o r t e r  s e n t e n c e d  t o  j a i l  t i m e
f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  r e v e a l  a n o n y-
m o u s  s o u r c e

Judi th  Mi l le r ,  a  repor te r  for  the
New York Times,  was sentenced to jai l  on July
6 t h for refusing to reveal  an anonymous govern-
ment source in the outing of CIA agent Valerie
Plame two years ago.  Plame was revealed to be
as a CIA agent in a column writ ten by Robert
Novak.  Karl Rove, an adviser to President Bush,

is  suspected of  being that  anonymous source.
However, Novak has not come forward to reveal
his own complicity in the outing of Plame; i t  was
he,  not  Judith Miller ,  who wrote the revealing
column.  Moreover,  i t  is a felony to reveal the
identi ty of  an undercover CIA agent  such as
Plame.

At  the hear t  of  the case is  journal is ts’
r igh ts  and  respons ib i l i t i es  in  us ing  anonymous
sources.   Most  newspaper and journal ism codes
of  e thics  caut ion against  using such sources ,
except  when absolute ly  necessary  and i f  the
informat ion  i s  ve r i f i ab le .   But  anonymous
sources  have broken huge s tor ies  in  the  past ,
including the Watergate  scandal ,  so Mil ler  and
her  employers  were  caught  in  a  b ind here .

There  i s  a  subs tan t ia l  po l i t i ca l  sub tex t
to the matter .   For one thing,  suspicion rages
over whether the official  (most l ikely Karl  Rove)
who leaked Plame’s  ident i ty  did so as  retal ia-
t ion  agains t  her  husband,  former  Ambassador
Joseph Wilson.   Wilson t raveled to Africa
before the invasion of  Iraq to invest igate claims
that  I raq  was  obta in ing uranium from there  in
order to make nuclear  weapons.   Wilson found
no evidence backing this  claim, which was
nonetheless  used as  part  of  the case for  war.
Wilson has been very cr i t ical  over  the war  in
genera l ,  and he  par t ic ipated  in  a  hear ing in
Washington D.C. examining the case for war.

Meanwhile ,  some pundi ts  are  prais ing
Mil ler  for  wi l l ingly facing pr ison in  order  to
protect  her  source ,  but  o thers  are  lashing out  a t
Judi th  Mil le r  for  present ing  herse l f  as  a  mar-
tyr ,  going to jai l  in  order  to protect  her  sources,
because  she wrote  ar t ic les  in  the  T i m e s c o r r o b-
orat ing the government’s  fabricated evidence in
i ts  case for  war.   Indeed,  this  is  a  complex case
with powerful  implicat ions  for  journal ism,  the
media ,  and the  Bush adminis t ra t ion.

D i s a p p r o v a l  t o  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
a n d  I r a q  o c c u p a t i o n  g r o w s

Recent  polls  show that  s ix out
of  ten Americans oppose the war in

I raq ,  and tha t  the  publ ic  in  genera l  i s
growing more dissat isf ied with the progress  of
the “War on Terror .”   As a  s ign that  this  sent i-
ment has found i ts  way into the halls  of  power,
fif ty members of Congress are forming The Out
of Iraq Congressional Caucus.   I ts  mission is  to
lobby Congress and the White House to end the
occupation of Iraq and bring US troops home.  In
addit ion,  Republican Senators Chuck Hagel and
John McCain offered harsh cr i t ic isms of  the
adminis t ra t ion’s  handl ing of  the  I raq war  and
occupation.    In react ion to Vice President
Cheney’s  asser t ion  tha t  the  I raqi  res is tance  i s
dying out,  Hagel said,  “The reali ty is  that  we’re
losing in Iraq.  .  .  .  Things aren’t  gett ing better;
they’re gett ing worse.”  McCain expressed sim-
i lar  sent iments ;  when asked i f  the  res is tance  i s
dying down, he answered simply,  “No.”

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s  t o
b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p u b l i c

Research and reports  once exclu-
sively made available to members of
Congress will  now be available to the

public thanks to a new website.   The Center  for
Democracy and Technology,  a civi l  l ibert ies
advocacy group,  operates the website as a solu-
t ion to a lack of public access to information
Congress has taken for granted.   I t  comes as a

welcome development to advocates of open and
t ransparen t  government .

The website, www.opencrs.com, allows
users  to  search through a  database  of  near ly
8,000 reports  f rom the Congressional  Research
Service.   The CRS presents research and infor-
mation to members of Congress to use in i ts  leg-
is la t ive dut ies .   The reports  cover  topics  rang-
ing from Social Security to the PATRIOT Act to
the war in Iraq to renewable energy policy.   I t
a lso encourages users  to  ask their  members  of
Congress  to  send them yet  unreleased repor ts ,
as a  means of  furthering the project’s  aims.

L O C A L

T r e e s  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  e n t r a n c e  r a z e d

Despi te  p ro tes t s  and  c r i t i c i sm
f r o m  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y ,  t h e
Univers i ty  c lear  cu t  the  t rees  a round

the Main Entrance at  the end of  the
semester .   The t rees  were  razed in  preparat ion
for  construct ion of  a  new entrance,  and i t  is  par t
of  a  larger  project  that  includes  insta l l ing new
curbs  and widening some roads around campus.
Supporters  of  the project  say the new roadway
could a l levia te  t raf f ic  problems around the
entrance  and improve safe ty  for  dr ivers  and
pedestr ians.   However,  many members of  the
campus  communi ty  c la im the  des t ruct ion  i s
excessive.   Opponents of the project  had also
ci ted  environmental  and aes thet ic  concerns  and
s u g g e s t e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’ s
adminis t ra t ion.   Cr i t ics  a lso  contend that  the
Univers i ty  fa i led to  invi te  open and honest  dis-
cussion about  the meri ts  of  the project  and
ignored the community’s  concerns.

D e m o n s t r a t i o n  a t  m i l i t a r y
r e c r u i t m e n t  o f f i c e  i n  B r o o k l y n

The New York Ci ty  Counter
Recrui tment  Campaign held a  ra l ly
in  f ron t  o f  a  mi l i ta ry  recru i tment
office in Brooklyn.  The group edu-

cates  parents  that  they can choose to  have their
kids’  personal  informat ion wi thheld  f rom mil i-
tary recrui ters .   A clause of  the No Child lef t
beh ind  Act  s t ipu la tes  tha t  publ ic  schools  mus t
prov ide  mi l i t a ry  rec ru i t e r s  wi th  s tuden ts ’  pe r-
sonal  informat ion to  use  in  recrui t ing effor ts .
The protesters  were also concerned over  decep-
t ive  tac t ics  used  in  the  recrui t ing  process .
Mi l i ta ry  recru i te rs  regular ly  make  promises  of
free educat ion and benefi ts ,  as  wel l  as  career
advancement ,  in  order  to  ent ice  s tudents  (espe-
c ia l ly  working c lass  k ids  and minor i t ies)  in to
joining the mili tary.   However,  the group claims
that  two-thi rds  of  s tudents  never  receive  col-
lege funding and only 15% graduate with a  four
year  degree.   Protesters  a lso claimed pervasive
d i sc r imina t ion  aga ins t  minor i ty  rec ru i t s .

In a related story, the New York Civil
Liber t ies  Union demanded tha t  the  mi l i ta ry
re lease  info  on i t s  recrui t ing  tac t ics ,  inc luding
the  c r i t e r i a  by  which  rec ru i t e r s  t a rge t  s tu-
dents ,  the  informat ion they give to  s tudents
about  mi l i ta ry  careers ,  and  compla in ts  f i led  by
students  and thei r  famil ies ,  according to  a
NYCLU press release.   The release continues,
“The le t ters  to  the recrui t ing commands of  a l l
four  mi l i tary  branches  ask  what  i f  any mecha-
nisms they have in  place to  deal  with complaints
and to  protec t  s tudent  pr ivacy.”

Compiled by Marcel Votlucka
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Amidst  media  complacency about  the
reve la t ions  of  the  Downing  S t ree t  memo,
Congressman John Conyers is  embarking on a
crusade  for  accountabi l i ty  on  th is  mat ter .

Conyers  chaired a  publ ic  hear ing on the
Downing Street memo in a small room in the
Capitol  on June 16.   The hearing examined
whether  there  is  cause to  formal ly  invest igate
Pres ident  Bush for  poss ib ly  mis leading or  ly ing
to Congress in his case for war.   The hearing
examined the  infamous memo and s ix  recent ly
leaked documents  that  corroborate  i t s  contents .
In addit ion,  a  CIA analyst ,  a  const i tut ional  legal
scholar ,  and former  ambassador  Joseph Wilson
gave test imony at  the hearing.

According to the Downing Street memo,
Bri t ish and American off ic ia ls  may have ta i-
lored their  in te l l igence according to  what  best
sui ted  and jus t i f ied  thei r  pol icy  a ims,  focusing
only on facts  that  bols tered their  case.   Indeed,
the  memo indicates  that  “ the  inte l l igence and
facts  were being f ixed around the policy.”  The
memo goes on to describe the US’ impatience
with diplomatic options and a lack of  concern
for post  war planning.   I t  also concedes that  self
defense was not a legit imate case for war,  as
there  was  no imminent  threat ,  and that  human-
i tar ian intervent ion was not  an acceptable  legal
justif ication.   Therefore,  officials chose the UN
option as  grant ing legi t imacy.

The contents  of  the  s ix  recent ly  leaked
memos show that  Bri t ish off icials  had an astute
unders tanding of  the  pol i t ica l  and legal  i ssues
connected to the impending war.  The documents
descr ibe  American  off ic ia ls  as  impat ient  and
eager to proceed with “regime change.”  Brit ish
off icials ,  by contrast ,  opted for  using diplomat-
ic  ins t i tu t ions  in  order  to  legi t imize  the  war .
They sought  a  sound legal  ground in order  to
legi t imize mil i tary  act ion.   Br i t i sh  off ic ia ls
thought the case for war was weak because there
was scant evidence of a connection with al Qaeda
or that  Iraq was accelerat ing weapons programs.
“[The case] “does not stack up. It  sounds l ike a
grudge between Bush and Saddam.”  They also
bel ieved tha t  “ regime change”  was  not  an
acceptable legal  case.

One memo suggested the strategy that
Hussein be forced to accept  weapons inspectors
and suggests  mi l i tary  opt ions  in  the  event  that
Husse in  h indered  inspec tors .   As  i t  tu rned  out ,
inspectors found l i t t le  evidence of  WMD in the
prewar  per iod;  Bush fa lse ly  chalked th is  up to
Husse in  h inder ing  the i r  e f for t s ,  thus  leg i t imiz-
i n g  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

Blair  has  denied that  he decided to  jump
on board the  war  t ra in  ear ly ,  as  cr i t ics  charge,
but  the  documents  a lso  ment ion that  Pr ime
Minis ter  Blair  pledged his  country’s  commit-
ment  to  the  war  effor t  in  Apri l  2002 at  a  sum-
mit  wi th  Pres ident  Bush.

Nei ther  American nor  Br i t i sh  of f ic ia ls
have challenged the authentici ty of  the Downing
Street memo.

The hear ing del iberated not  only on the
memos themselves but  also on test imony from
three expert  witnesses.  One of these was Ray
McGovern, a former CIA analyst  and intell igence
briefer for President George H. W. Bush, who
explained how inspect ions  in  I raq were  work-
ing,  and that  Hussein’s  s tocks of  missi les  were
dwindling.   “[The inspectors]  destroyed them.
They cut  them al l  up.   There were about  ninety
of them.  So it was working.”

McGovern  a l so  t e s t i f i ed  tha t  Vice
President Cheney and CIA director George Tenet
pu t  undue  pressure  on  in te l l igence  ana lys t s
dur ing regular  v is i ts  to  CIA headquar ters .   He

said, “…Cheney [would] come in.  He would like
a br ief ing,  and r ight  over  his  shoulder  [would
be] George Tenet, who everyone knew was cook-
ing things to  what  he thought  the  President
wanted.”   CIA analysts ,  in  their  br ief ings to  the
Pres ident  and  Vice  Pres ident ,  were  apparent ly
pressured  to  provide  informat ion  tha t  backed
up their  case for  war,  paying l i t t le  heed to con-
tradictory info.   This  is  an example of  the claim
in the Downing Street  memo that  “intel l igence
and facts  were being f ixed around the pol icy.”

McGovern argued that  this  interference
with the CIA was “unprecedented.”

Former  Ambassador  Joseph Wilson tes-
t i f ied  tha t  the  Br i t i sh  in te l l igence  col lec ted
before  the  war ,  regarding uranium from Afr ica
that  Hussein was al legedly s tockpil ing,  “wasn’t
worth the paper  i t  was printed on.”   The claim
that  Hussein  was s tockpi l ing yel lowcake urani-
um was thoroughly debunked.   Wilson also
brought up an admission from Paul Wolfowitz,
the Deputy Secretary of Defense,  in Vani ty  Fair,
that  “we set t led on weapons of  mass destruct ion
as something we could sel l .”   This coincides
with the Downing Street and other memos show-
ing that  WMD were to be used as a prime justi-
f ica t ion for  mi l i tary  act ion.

Legal  scholar  John Bonifaz discussed the
legal context of the Downing Street memo in his
tes t imony.   “Pre-empt ion has  no place  under
international law,” he said.  “You have to prove
an imminent  threat .”   Indeed,  Bri t ish  off ic ia ls
unders tood  tha t  ne i the r  humani ta r ian  in te rven-
t ion nor “regime change” were sui table legal
bases.   Bonifaz argued that  i f  t rue,  the revela-
t i o n s  i n  t h e  m e m o s  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e
Adminis t ra t ion  in ten t ional ly  mis led  Congress ;
th is  i s  su i table  grounds  for  impeachment .

Indeed ,  the  l ega l  and  cons t i tu t iona l
ramif ica t ions  are  of  pr ime impor tance  in  th is
case.   At  the hearing,  Conyers  and his  a l l ies
q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  C o n g r e s s  v i o l a t e d  t h e
Const i tu t ion  in  ceding uni la tera l  author i ty  to
the President to wage war.   Article 1,  Section 6
of  the Const i tut ion specif ies  that  Congress  must
issue a formal declaration of war—this was not
done.   Conyers,  in  an interview with journal is t
Amy Goodman on the radio program Democracy
Now!,  asserted, “So, we’re talking about who
determines how we go to war. .  .  who has the
r ight  to  declare  war ,  and were we properly
informed? Misleading the Congress and the
American people  is  a  very ser ious  mat ter ,  and
what we’re trying to do is document,  Amy, on

e v i d e n c e  a r o u n d  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e
Adminis t ra t ion the  fac t  tha t  i t  was  a  c lear
intent ion of  President  Bush to go into Iraq
months before he ever  got  the permission from
Congress.”

In br ief ,  the hear ing aimed to  examine
these  and other  quest ions  that  have fes tered for
two years since the invasion of Iraq.   The hear-
ing is  s ignif icant  because  i t  i s  the  f i rs t  s tep  to
an  of f ic ia l  inqui ry  in to  whether  the  Pres ident
del ibera te ly  mis led Congress  in  h is  case  for
war.   Again,  this  is  a  felony and an impeachable
offence,  and if  the al legations are t rue,  an
impeachment  inquiry  would  be  the  next  s tep .

The hear ing is  a lso s ignif icant  because
i t  examines  i ssues  and ques t ions  tha t  the  main-
stream media has neglected to follow.  The Bush
Adminis t ra t ion  has  apparent ly  chosen  the  same
path;  in early May, Congressional  Democrats
sent  a  le t ter  to  Bush including f ive  quest ions
about  the effort  to f ix intel l igence,  with no
response from the White House.

Undaunted,  Conyers  t r ied again to  send
these  ques t ions  to  the  Pres ident .   Af ter  the
hear ing,  he  and the  other  par t ic ipants  went  to
Lafayette Park across from the White House for
a ral ly.   He brought  a  second let ter  cal l ing for
an  off ic ia l  inqui ry  in to  whether  Bush del iber-
a t e ly  mi s l ed  Congre s s .   122  member s  o f
Congress and well  over half  a  mil l ion Americans
signed the  le t ter ,  thanks to  grassroots  effor ts  on
the part of MoveOn.org and other groups.  Radio
host  Randi  Rhodes urged l is teners  to  vis i t  her
websi te  and sign the let ter .   Rhodes also broad-
cast  par t  of  the  hear ings  l ive  on her  June 16
show (C-SPAN and Pacifica Radio affiliates
broadcas t  the  hear ings  in  the i r  en t i re ty) .

The le t ter  contains  the  f ive  quest ions
from the original  pet i t ion from early May:

1)  Do you or  anyone in  your  adminis t ra-
t ion dispute  the accuracy of  the leaked docu-
m e n t ?

2 )  W e r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b e i n g  m a d e ,
including the  recrui tment  of  a l l ies ,  before  you
sought congressional authorization to go to war?

3)  Was there an effort  to  create  an ul t i-
matum about  weapons inspectors  in  order  to
help with the just i f icat ion for  the war ,  as  the
minu tes  ind ica te?

4)  At  what  point  in  t ime did you and
Prime Minster  Blai r  f i rs t  agree  i t  was  necessary
to invade I raq?

5) Was there a  coordinated effort  with
the  US inte l l igence community  and/or  Bri t i sh
off ic ials  to  “f ix” intel l igence and facts  around
the pol icy,  as  the leaked document  s ta tes?

It  remains to be seen how the White
House and the media wil l  respond to these
events,  i f  at  al l .   White House spokesperson
Scott  McClellan has so far dismissed the memo
and the  hear ings ,  “ th is  i s  s imply  rehashing  o ld
debates that  have already been discussed.”  GOP
leaders  a t tempted to  prevent  Democrats  f rom
holding the hearing in the Capitol ;  i t  was not  an
off icial  hearing.   But  with public  support  of  the
President’s  handl ing of  the war at  an al l  t ime
low,  Conyers  and his  suppor ters  hope that  th is
proves to be an accountabil i ty moment for  the
Adminis t ra t ion  and Congress .

Dur ing  the  hea r ing ,  Congres swoman
Sheila Jackson Lee apologized for Congress’
complacency in the lead up to war.   “I  want to
apologize on behalf  of  the inst i tut ions of  this
nation.  We were caught up in emotion. .  .  we
ought to send soldiers  to war on the basis  of
t r u t h . ”

Downing Street Memo 
Examined in Capitol Hill Hearing

By Marcel Votlucka

CONGRESSMAN CONYERS,
Courtesy of www.house.gov
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Judging by  sheer  s ta t i s t ics  a lone ,  there
are  many,  poss ib ly  severa l  hundred,  s t ruggl ing
fict ion writers on this  campus.   I  am one of
them.   With 30 chapters  behind me and with  my
book about to go into print ,  I  thought i t  might be
a good idea to share some of the things I have
learned with you in the form of  a  regular  column
on fiction writ ing.   There is ,  however,  one thing
I  must  point  out  a t  the  outse t :  I  se l f -publ ish
and,  s ince get t ing oneself  published by one of
the several  dozen major  publ ishing companies
there are would not  only be something I
have no experience with but  a lso
be something that  is  so complex
as  to  require  more  words  than my
column al lows,  I  wil l  not  address
th i s  pa r t i cu la r  i s sue  in  th i s ,  o r
fu ture ,  co lumn.

Let  us begin with one thing
that  is  common to every wri ter ,
regardless  of  genre  and regardless
of  the  f ic t ion/non-f ic t ion dichoto-
my :  wr i t e r ’ s  b lock .
Psychological ly ,  wri ter’s  block is
nothing more than anxiety of  the act
of  wri t ing.   I t  is  qui te  s imilar  to  a
bat ter  choking at  the plate .   Every
wri ter ,  even the  fantas t ica l ly  suc-
cessfu l ,  bes t - se l l ing  ones ,  exper i-
ences  th is  problem at  leas t  once per
creat ive work,  and every wri ter ,  given
t ime and effor t ,  eventual ly  cl imbs out  of  this
s l u m p .

But  this  issue is  not  s imply one of  t ime
and effort .   There are many types of  wri ter’s
block and there  are  jus t  as  many solut ions .
There is  no “one s ize f i ts  a l l”  solut ion that  is
guaranteed to  work for  a l l  wri ters  just  as  much
as  there  i s  no  universa l  t r ick  tha t  he lps  in  a l l
s i tuat ions.   The key to  conquering wri ter’s
b lock  i s  to  f i r s t  unders tand the  cause .

The most obvious form of writer’s block
comes about  when an author  has painted him or
herself  in to  a  corner  through the course  of  the

book’s plot.   Things have unfolded in a way that
you didn’t  plan for them to.   The plot  has gotten
away from you.  The fix here is  to stop trying to
ac tua l ly  wr i te  and  to  re lax  and  re th ink  your
plot  as  a  whole.   Does your current  s i tuat ion
place the ent ire  plot  in  jeopardy?  Does the
hitch you’ve encountered only damage a sub-
plot?   These  are  cr i t ica l  ques t ions  that  must
f i rs t  be  answered before  the  wri t ing process  can
be resumed with any real  success.   Regardless  of
your  wri t ing r i tuals  (and we al l  have them),

regardless of  how much you may hate plan-
ning things in advance,  take the t ime to

look at  your plot  from a global  per-
spective.  Sketch out how you want-
ed things  to  proceed and s tar t  con-
s ider ing  ways  to  a l te r  e i ther  pas t
chapters ( if  you don’t  have an

audience  a l ready  read-
ing your  work)  or
f u t u r e  o n e s .
Don’t  s tar t  wri t-

i n g  a g a i n  u n t i l
af ter  you have a

plan to get  the plot
back to where you

wan t  i t  t o  be .
Carefu l  p lanning
w i l l  s i d e s t e p
th i s  sor t  o f  s i tua-

t ion in  the  future .   The
key is  to  s top the  organic  nature

of  your  wri t ing  and in t roduce a  b i t  of  s t ructure
to save yourself  from a dead end.  The other key
is not to panic.   Plots evolve and we can either
adapt  our  s tor ies  accordingly or  we can s tar t
f rom scratch.   The la t ter  is  most  l ikely  the  leas t
a t t rac t ive  opt ion.

Another  form of  wri ter’s  block is  in t ro-
duced dur ing  the  charac ter  c rea t ion  phase .
Sometimes you have an idea for how a character
should be but  just  can’t  wri te  as  or  for  that
character .   Maybe you just  can’t  enter  a  charac-
ter’s head.  This is  actually a lot  more common

a s i tua t ion  than runaway-plot  wr i ter ’s  b lock.
I t’s  also far  easier  to f ix,  i f  you think about  i t .
I  have a t r ick that  works wonders for  me,  but  i t
only works if  you try i t .   Let’s say I  have a char-
acter  named Kemuri  who is  supposed to be awk-
ward,  shy,  withdrawn, and nervous,  but  I  can’t
write for her for some reason or another.   So,  try
this:  write a monologue as if  you w e r e K e m u r i
speaking into a microphone.   Do this  for  several
pages,  including every affect ,  defect  and aspect
of  her  personal i ty  that  you can unt i l  you f ind
yoursel f  th inking exact ly  the  way you want  her
to  th ink.   This  usual ly  only  takes  about  3-5
pages.  Then, once you’ve done that, like magic,
you’re  in  her  head and wri t ing for  her  wil l  be a
breeze.   If  you’re lucky, you might even be able
to adapt some of that monologue to fit  what you
need for  where you are in your f ict ion.   For
added depth,  make this  monologue an autobiog-
raphy but  remember  –  f ic t ional  characters ,  jus t
l ike real  people,  gloss  over  ent ire  port ions of
their  l ives,  so don’t  obsess about gett ing every
detail  down; just focus on getting a general flow
going and you should very easi ly be able to
th ink  as  and wri te  for  tha t  charac ter .

The last  common form of writer’s block
stems from a loss  of  inspirat ion.   This  w i l l h a p-
pen, no doubt about it .   Relax!  For some people,
this  is  a  s ign that  they need to take a  break.   For
others ,  i t ’s  just  a  s ign that  they need to reexam-
ine  tha t  which  f i r s t  sparked  the i r  imagina t ion .
The key to maintaining one’s  inspirat ion is  a lso
the key to being a great  writer  – read as much as
you can,  regardless of  genre or topic.   This wil l
keep  your  mind  f resh  and  wi l l  p robably  y ie ld
ideas  that  s i t t ing id le  never  would.   Jus t  read
and re lax  and your  inspi ra t ion wi l l  come back
to you in no time.  Take my word on it – I’ve lost
my inspirat ion about  6  t imes over  the course of
30 chapters  and,  every t ime,  jus t  by reading a
bi t  of  this  and a  bi t  of  that ,  I ’ve been reinspired
and have had fresh ideas  every t ime.

Unti l  next  t ime,  borrow what  works,  f ix
what  doesn’t ,  and fake the rest .

Author’s Armchair
By Andrew Pernick

Katie Holmes once was the epitome of an
independent  young woman.   On the popular
nineties show, “Dawson’s Creek” she was the
i r repress ib le  tomboy.   With  t remendous  range
in  her  ab i l i ty  to  p lay  d i f fe ren t  charac te rs  in
movies,  Holmes proved herself  a  versati le  actor
since “Dawson’s Creek.”  She had substance,
grace,  and intel lect .   She st i l l  does,  yet  now she
has been receiving more at tent ion for  her  re la-
t ionship with Tom Cruise than for how well  she
can imbue a scene with meaning.

The future Mrs. Tom Cruise, the woman
who is  so in love that  her  f i lms that  she pro-
motes  are  seemingly secondary to  aff i rmat ions
of Tom.  Tom Cruise sti l l  is  a hunk to many
women,  so I  can understand her  being proud of
her luck to an extent .   However,  to increasing
numbers of  her  fans,  Katie  Holmes has been
enraptured  in  someth ing  beyond the  typ ica l
adoration of another that  love brings.   She has
become almost  a  vict im; helpless  and t rapped
into  an  abyss  of  a  re la t ionship  tha t  i s  a l ready
d i m i n i s h i n g  h e r  s p o t l i g h t .   T o  t h e m ,  h e r
romance with  Cruise  threatens  to  devour  her
ident i ty  comple te ly ,  un t i l  a l l  tha t  remains  i s
the “future Mrs.  Tom Cruise.”

Both Holmes and Cruise are famous
actors ,  who current ly  are  promot ing f i lms;
Batman and War of the Worlds,  respectively,  so
there  has  been specula t ion  tha t  i s  jus t  a  publ ic-
i ty  s tunt .   Other  rumors  re la te  to  Cruise’s  re l i-
gion, Scientology, one that Holmes now worships

alongside her f iancé.   Scientology is  a  popular
rel igion among the celebr i ty  crowd,  but  there
are those who view it  as a cult .   The fact that
Holmes now has a scientology companion who

accompanies  her  to  interviews with  the  press ,
l ike when she was interviewed recently for  “W”
Magazine,  does   raise quest ions about  her

autonomy.
Hence, her fans have been so moved by

her  pl ight  that  she has become an icon,  in  the
sense of  being almost  a  damsel  in  dis t ress  f ig-
ure.   The Free Katie movement has begun, with
tee shir ts  and websi tes  devoted to the cause of
l iberating Katie Holmes.   Though the Free Katie
trend has become a fashionable movement to
espouse,  the more ser ious implicat ions of  a
woman needing  rescue  f rom a  re la t ionship
should  be  examined.

Most women in our society have been
t ra ined,  even as  l i t t le  g i r l s  through fa i ry  ta les
l ike Cinderel la ,  to  f ind a  man.   As teens and into
our twenties ,  we f ind men we consider  charming
and worth sharing our  l ives  with.   Autonomy is
st i l l  able  to be kept ,  but  being known as so and
so’s  g i r l f r iend,  wi th  a l l  i t s  benef i t s  and pr iv i-
leges,  does affect  our identi ty.   Dating men with
more s ta tus ,  l ike  Cruise ,  can be ei ther  a  help or
a hindrance to a woman seeking to be more suc-
cessful,  l ike Holmes.  Love is great and wonder-
fu l ,  bu t  too  of ten  in te l l igen t  women,  l ike
Ms.Holmes, allow it  to be an all-encompassing
e n t i t y .

What I hope that women who are observ-
ing this  t ransformation of  Katie  Holmes’ identi-
ty ,  f rom that  of  a  ta lented actor  to  a  future br ide
of a  more successful  man,  real ize is  i t  can hap-
pen to anyone.  So free Katie,  but f irst ,  free
yourselves from the notion of all  enveloping love
tha t  e rases  your  ident i ty  as  an  ind iv idua l .

Liberating Katie Homes
By Laura Positano

THE SCIENTOLOGIST IN TRAINING,
Courtesy of L. Ron Hubbard and a gang of psychos
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Three sisters ,  two of whom are biblio-
philes,  meet an author in Hong Kong.  Sounds
like the setup for a joke,  r ight?  Well ,  no if
you’re speaking about  Hideyuki  Kurata’s  mas-
te rp iece ,  Read or Die the TV.   The series ,  which
fol lows the adventures of  the Three Sisters
Detect ive Agency and their  missions,  which
most ly  involve ei ther  re t r ieving s tolen books
for  a  publ ishing company or  protect ing thei r
au thor / f r i end ,  i s  no th ing  shor t  o f  sheer  b r i l-
l iance.   The three s is ters  themselves,  Michel le
Chan, Maggie Mui, and Anita King, are “paper
masters,” people who can use sheets  of  paper to
accomplish any task,  from flying (via forming a
giant  paper  a i rplane or  an enormous,  animated
bird) to f ighting (via becoming a bow with paper
arrows,  mythical  beas ts ,  or  pro-
ject i le  sheets  of  paper) .   Their
au thor /charge  i s  the  acc la imed
Nenene Sumiregawa who,  a t
var ious  t imes ,  i s  hunted  by
mad bombers and a vicious,
ev i l  in te rna t iona l  consp i ra-
cy to  rule  the  world  by tak-
ing over the world’s pub-
l i s h i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,
l i b r a r i e s ,  books to re s ,
a n d  n e w s p a p e r s .
W h i l e  o t h e r
r e v i e w s ,  w h i c h
can be found al l  over
the Internet ,  focus  on
the  Japanese- language
version,  and which also
d i s c u s s  t h e  p l o t  i n
depth,  I  wil l  focus on
t h e  s u p e r b  E n g l i s h
d u b .

The ADR (or
A d d i t i o n a l  D i a l o g
Replacement ,  the process
by which words are added or  removed,
or  the wording of  phrases are changed,
to  make the Engl ish dub match the char-
acters’  l ip movements)  is  nothing short  of  being
the  shining example  by which other  anime
should be judged.

Hunter  Mackenzie Aust in,  of  Haibane
Renme i fame (where she voiced Hikari)  success-
fu l ly  br ings  the  mix  of  s t rength ,  leadership ,
s is ter ly  love ,  and occas ional  immatur i ty  her
role  as  e lder  s is ter  Michel le  Chan demands.
There  are  t imes  where  her  ac t ing shines  through
so strongly that  you could swear  that  voice-act-
ing is  second nature to the young woman.  Her
abi l i ty  to  sound br ight  and sunny yet  in  com-
mand in  sp i te  of  the  d i f f icu l t  d ia log  and
demanding act ing s i tuat ions  makes  her  s tea l  the
show.

Newcomer Sara Lahti  is  nothing short  of
perfect  for  the role  of  the androgynous yet  warm
and comforting middle sister Maggie Mui.  She,
to  be  b lunt ,  o w n s the role.   Whoever discovered
her  and  s igned her  on  for  th is  par t  k icked  th is
show from excel lent  to near-perfect  by doing so.
She is  a  s tar  in the making and i t  wil l  be well
worth i t  for  Geneon ( the company that  released
Read or Die the TV s ta tes ide)  to  keep her  as  a
permanent  addi t ion  to  the i r  a l ready-deep  pool
of  ta lent .

I t  i s  a lmost  impossible  to  reconci le  the
fact  that  Rachel  Hirschfeld  voices  12-year-old

Ani ta  King in  th is  ser ies  wi th  the  fac t  that  she
voiced 4-year-old  Hana in  Haibane Renmei.   The
voices  are  jus t  that  d i f ferent .  Hirschfeld  br ings
so much energy to the role that  one can feel  what
it  is  l ike to be that  age again.   She mixes angst
with  anger ,  s i l l iness  wi th  ser iousness ,  love and
hat red  so  wel l  tha t  her  charac te r  suddenly
seems much more than f ict ional  – there are
t imes when Anita King seems l ike a l iving,
breathing person,  a l l  thanks  to  Hirschfe ld’s
e f for t s .

Wendy Tompson ( in real  l i fe ,  Tricia
Dickson)  seems to  be typecast  in  semi-ser ious ,
semi-angry roles .   Her f i rs t  role  of  note was as
u l t r a - p o o r ,  s o c i a l l y  a w k w a r d  a n d  e a s i l y
annoyed cram student  Mayuko Chigasaki  in

Yoshitoshi Abe’s Niea_7 a n d  a s
Nenene  Sumiregawa,  the

author who seems to be the
damsel  in  d i s t ress  of  the

se r ies ,  she  repea t s  he r  pe r-
formance in  some respects

but  br ings  a  sense  of
i rony and a  touch of
mo the r ly  l ove  t o  t he
r o l e .   A c t i n g  a s  t h e
T h r e e  S i s t e r s ’  l a n d-
l o r d / c h a r g e  ( a s  t h e
Three Sis ters  Detect ive
Agency  i s  h i red  as  her
bodyguard  in  the  f i r s t
episode),  the role of

Sumiregawa is  one that
demands  bo th  sobr ie ty
a s  w e l l  a s  h u m o r ,
things Tompson gives
the  charac te r  wi th  re l-
at ive ease.   Like Anita

King, one can almost see
Sumiregawa as a person, not

as  a  f ic t ional  role .
A n o t h e r  p a p e r  m a s t e r ,

for whom Nenene has been
searching for  f ive  years ,  i s

t h e  l e g e n d a r y  A g e n t  P a p e r  a . k . a .
Yomiko Readman, voiced by Hellena

Taylor  (who is  also occasionally credited as
Hellena Schmied).   The character  is  Bri t ish and
therefore  has  an inherent  sense  of  awkwardness
and socia l  c lumsiness  tha t  Taylor  masters .
From the first  frame in which Yomiko is  shown,
we can see Taylor’s  br i l l iance as  an actress  and
we live and die through her emoting.  Yomiko is
being hunted by the  evi l  conspiracy because  she
possesses  a  book they need to  accomplish their
master  plan,  and Taylor  injects  a  sense of
urgency into a role that  would,  without  i t ,  be a
cliché.   To be honest ,  Taylor also owns her char-
a c t e r .

Yomiko’s best friend, whom she has
sworn to protect  at  al l  costs ,  (n o t her  love
interes t  as  has  been impl ied by some reviews)
Nancy Makuhari  is  voiced by my favorite voice
actress,  Carrie Savage, who came into promi-
nence by voicing Rakka in Haibane Renmei.
Seriously, find every anime Ms. Savage has had
a voice in and buy it!  She’s that good!  In the
role of  Nancy,  she brings a voice so well-suited
for  the  role  that  you ins tant ly  feel  for  her  char-
acter ,  who is  also being hunted by the evil  con-
spiracy.   Her voice is  a  mixture of  sadness,
anger ,  and concern ( the lat termost  comes into

play especial ly where Yomiko is  concerned).
Even if  you are so unlucky that  you haven’t  seen
anything else Ms. Savage has voiced, you would
want  to  do anything for  her  af ter  hear ing her
speak.  Her voice is that good.  Hell,  from the
moment  I  f i rs t  heard her  speak,  I  wished I  could
m a r r y  h e r for that  voice.

The leader of  the conspiracy,  Mr.  Joker
(a.k.a. Mr. Carpenter) is voiced by J.B. Blanc,
who you may remember from his  role as  the
pirate  leader  Luigi  Vampa in  2002’s  l ive-act ion
The Count of Monte Cristo.   Blanc,  a  classical ly-
t ra ined Br i t i sh  ac tor ,  br ings  a  sense  of  d igni ty
and ref inement  to a  role  that  would,  without
Blanc’s talents,  otherwise be flat ly evil .   Blanc
adds  depth  and bel ievabi l i ty  in  the  way tha t
only a  ta lented craf tsman such as  he can.
Carpenter’s  ass is tant ,  Wendy Earhar t ,  i s  voiced
by the lovely Siobhan Flynn,  another  relat ive
newcomer to the voice-acting scene.  She aptly
and def t ly  br ings  a  sense  of  individual i ty  to
what would otherwise be a role of  bl ind obedi-
ence.   The pair  give the conspiracy a very
human, very believable face and,  to hear the two
of  them descr ibe  the i r  master  p lan ,  the  end
resul t  doesn’t  seem half  bad,  however evi l  their
methods may be.   Their  pawn,  12-year-old
Agent  Junior ,  i s  por t rayed by voice-act ing vet-
eran J.D. Stone,  who infuses the role with the
indif ference and f rus t ra t ion,  as  wel l  as  the  awk-
wardness ,  be ing  a  12-year -o ld  h i t -man would
r e q u i r e .

Also worth noting are a few members of
the support ing cast .   Firs t  is  Patr ick Sei tz ,  who
voices Nenene’s editor Lee Linho.  Seitz brings a
sense  of  f rus t ra t ion that  i s  bel ievable ,  especia l-
ly  cons ider ing  tha t  h is  charac ter  has  been wai t-
ing for Nenene to f inish her new novel so that  he
can edit  i t  for  the past  f ive years.   Seitz’s  last
major role,  for those playing the home game, was
as Karuchie European Restaurant  owner Shuei
Kar i t a  in  Niea_7.   The veteran J-Ray Hochfield,
who has a  tendency to voice eccentr ic  characters
(Kuu in  Haibane Renmei,  Niea in Niea_7) ,  ye t
again  takes  on  an  outs ide- the-mains t ream role
in this  anime,  this  t ime as  Natsume Nishizono,
younger  s is ter  of  the  up-and-coming novel is t
Haruhi  Nishizono and classmate of  Anita ,  a
character  who is  a lways t rying to plug auto-
graphed copies of  her sister’s  books.   Last ,
Zarah Lit t le ,  who real ly needs no introduct ion
as  her  ta lent  i s  tha t  mul t i faceted ,  p lays  severa l
minor roles  in  this  ser ies .   She always seems to
p l a y  u p b e a t  c h a r a c t e r s  u s e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e
important  e lements  of  the  plot  or  sa l ient  aspects
of  a  character’s  personal i ty,  as  she did as  Kana
i n  Haibane Renmei and as  Chiaki  Kumatsu in
Niea_7.   I t  is  a  shame that  she is  not  used more
extens ively  here ,  as  there  are  many minor  char-
acters  tha t  could  benef i t  f rom her  ta lents .

In  shor t ,  Read or Die the TV i s  t h e
paragon of English voice-acting,  and the actors
and actresses involved deserve s tanding ova-
tions,  even if  they can’t  see you clapping as you
watch the DVDs from your living room.  This
ser ies  i s  beyond a  must-see ,  i t  i s  beyond a
must-download.   Make the investment:  this
ser ies  is  a  must-buy,  for  the voice-act ing alone.
Lis ten to  the  voices  in  the  ser ies  for  the  f i rs t  10
minutes of  the f irst  DVD (of which there are 7,
total ing 23 episodes)  and you wil l  be hooked.
Buy this  ser ies–you deserve i t .

Read or Die the TV:  BUYME!
By Andrew Pernick
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Dear Rei,
I  am afraid that my parents are going to get divorced. I  don’t  know

what is going to happen to me, or how I am going to manage not having both
parents  in my l i fe .  Is  there anything I  can do to s top them. Please help.

-Cindy,  Hunt ington

Dear  Cindy,
I  am not  your doll .  Do not  pester  me with these inane human ques-

tions of love and parents.  I  have no parents.  You do not know how lucky
you are. Go away.

- R e i

Dear Shinji ,
I  am very afraid of my stepfather.  My mother loves him, but I  don’t

trust  him. I  have thought about running away.  What do you recommend?

-Je f f ,  I s l ip

Dear Jeff ,
Don’t feel bad…it’s ok to be afraid of fathers.  They are evil  cruel

people who do mean things to you and the people you love. Don’t run away,
be strong…I mustn’t run away. I mustn’t run away. I mustn’t run away!!!!!!!

- I k a r i

Dear Kaowru,
There’s  this  guy I  real ly  l ike.  I  think he is  the cutest ,  and he’s

really nice,  but  I  can’t  seem to get  anything sexual out of him. What

should I  do to “get  his  gears  turning?”

-Mary,  Seaford

Dear Mary,
I  happen to have just  the r ight  s teps to seduce any man for  you.

Show up at  his  workplace while he is  on break.  Start  humming something
classical  to get  his  at tention.  Talk to him a bunch,  and in no t ime you’l l
have him in the shower room right  where you want him. Trust  me,  this  one
works on even the shyest  of  boys.

-Kaworu

Dear Gendo,
My parents want me to be a doctor,  but I  want to be a nurse so I

can help people without having to deal  with so much extra stuff .  I  was
wondering if  you knew what I  should do in this  si tuation.  I  am so torn.

- J e n n a

Dear Hotcakes,
Hey baby, let  Dr.  Gendo set you up with some of his “special  med-

icine.” Hey wait…how old are you? Never mind, I don’t care. Bring your
sisters  and your mother too while you are at  i t .  You can f ind me relaxing
at my love palace in Tokyo3. I’ll be waiting for YOU!

Xoxoxo

-Gendo

The Stony Brook Press Anime Collective Presents:
Ask Your Favorite 

EvangelionCharacter Anything
By Joe Rios

Dear Foolish Bri t ,

Is i t  okay for someone who’s twenty-
two to s t i l l  want  to play with bubbles?  I
mean, I  love bubbles and I  never got past
them when I was growing up.  Everyone
makes fun of me now.  What should I do?

Bubbly in  San Francisco

Dear  Bubbly,

I believe, hmmmm… bubbles,  you say?
Right-oh.  I- mmm… bubbles… cheerio, lad,
cheerio.   I  mean, blighmey, I-  I-  I  do believe you
said bubbles,  r ight?  Hmmmm… I l ike bubbles.   I
was a young lad in Manchester,  I  believe, when I
had bubbles.   I t’s very… hmmm… yes, right-oh.
Indeed .

Dear Foolish Bri t ,

Is  i t  okay to  have sexual  re lat ions
with someone who’s five years younger than
you are?  I mean, she’s 15 and I’m 20.  Do
you think that ’s  a  problem?

- Over-age in Colorado

Dear Over-age,

Right-oh, lad.  Right-oh.  I… emmm… I do believe
you said f ive years,  hrm?  Five years,  bl ighmey.  When
I was a young lad in Liverpool, hmmm… Liverpool,
r ight… my Popsy used to put  on the kett le  as I
watched the Tell ie.   I-  r ight,  hmmm… indeed, lad,
indeed.  Five years.   Well ,  I  say,  hrm, a bit  of l ight
butter on my bagel, if you know what I mean.  You
know, a bit  of ,  erm, sugar,  and spice,  and everything,
ahoorm, well ,  r ight-oh, I  guess,  yes. .  nice?  Hrm?

Dear Foolish Bri t ,

My mother  thinks you’re  the greatest ,  but  I  th ink you
s u c k .

Booya in Idaho

Dear Booya,

Well,  dear me, right-oh.  Blighmey, young lad.  I…
hrm… sodding yeah.  I  say, ahoomm, bligh me and
my mother’s auntie.  I ,  yes, hmm… could you
repeat  the question?  You wouldn’t  by any chance

have a- hmmm… water closet,  ahmmm, erm, around,
erm… would you?  Yes, yes.  I was a lad, right-e, in
Wales,  and my Mum used to take me to the chemist

every other weekday, right.  Yes, umm.. hmmmm… chee-
rio,  lad.   Cheeri-bloody-o.   Right.

Ask a Foolish Brit Anything

By A Foolish Brit
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The highlight  of  summer at  Stony Brook is  the annual f i lm fest ival  at  the
Stal ler  Center .   Celebrat ing i t’s  tenth anniversary,  the Stony Brook Film

Fest ival  kicks off  on Thursday 21 July.   Forty f ive bucks wil l  get  you
into more than twenty ful l  length features and over  a  dozen shorts  over
the course of  ten days.   The fest ival  prescreens Hollywood studio pic-

tures  a long wi th  top  independent  and in ternat ional  p ic tures ,  and i s  def i-
ni te ly  worth  i t  for  anyone,  s tudent  or  o therwise ,  anywhere  near  th is

campus.    For more information about this  summer’s fest ival ,  which com-
plements the movies with special  events  with f i lmmakers and food for
those who shell  out  some extra cash,  visi t  s tonybrookfi lmfest ival .com.
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I always have a spot to park
my car!1

It’s a bargain, 
tuition is sooo low!10

I love the food!9

Administration gives you a lot
of love!8

There’s a circus in SAC
Ballroom B Tuesdays at 7pm!7

Construction makes campus
beautiful!

6

I can test model airplanes on this
wind tunnel of a campus!5

Bookstore prices are fair and
competitive!4

There’s are Krispy Kremes in the
Union Deli!3

The close, tightly knit community!2
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Stony Brook



Page 16

I  was told prior  to seeing Three  S i s ters
(which was the first  Chekhov play I  ever saw)
that  Chekhov’s  p lays  were  of ten  long and
uneventful .   Although I  admit  the four acts  of
Three  S i s ters was not  a short  play,  i t  was a very
eventful one.  Real l ives were being lived and
lost ,  as  real izat ions  of  the  harsh real i t ies  of  l i fe
and love unfolded.   In the almost  three hour
product ion I  was drawn into the characters  of
Chekhov’s play that  I  found myself  deeply
moved and hanging on their  every word.

Three  S i s ters was performed in  Stal ler ,
Theater  I I   f rom Apri l  21-May 1 and was direct-
ed by Deborah Mayo.  On the surface the play
was beautiful  with wonderful  costumes,  a  mag-
nif icent  se t ,  and very e laborate  l ight ing tech-
niques to show the changes in seasons that  came
with each act .

As for  the act ing,  i t  would be very diff i-
cult  for me to point  out a single actor as I  feel
this  was such an ensemble piece.   Everyone was
extraordinary,  absolutely amazing!  No one was
over-act ing,  and l ikewise no one was under-act-
ing.   I  fel t  everyone was playing their  roles
exactly how Chekhov himself  would have direct-
ed  i t .

After  ta lking with many who saw the
play there were mixed react ions.   Chekhov,  is
diff icult  for  many to watch since the act ion of
the play takes place off  stage.  (What’s the point
of seeing a play if  you can’t  see the excit ing
par ts?)   I  found many s tudents  fe l t  the  p lay
moved slow at  f irst  but  as they got  drawn into
the characters  they enjoyed i t  overal l .   There
was not one person who didn’t  agree that  the
presentat ion and act ing was great ,  even if  they
still  object to the work of Chekhov!  Although, I
must  admit  i t  was diff icul t  to  keep t rack of  the
characters  by name s ince they al l  had very long,
very Russian names!   Also, I  was glad to see an
ethnical ly diverse cast…it’s  funny how the play
that  is  suppose to  be al l  Russians had so much
divers i ty ,  and  Hair was done by a bunch of
whi te  k ids!

I  found myself  connect ing with al l  three
sisters,  al l  who had tragic l ives.   Olga,  (Sophie
Vanier)  the oldest  s is ter ,  was a  very s t rong
woman who maintained order in the home.  She
se t  the  ru les  and  ra i sed  her  s i s te rs .   Al though
she was such a  s t rong presence on the s tage her
l i fe  was  unhappy and unfulf i l led .   Al l  she  want-
ed was someone to love.  Masha (Louisa Johnson)
the middle  s is ter ,  was not  in  love with  her  hus-
band.  She was married young and to a man she
had no interest  in.   The one man who she did
love was married as well;  to a woman he could-
n’t  stand.  He was a mili tary man and leaves at
the end of the play to go to battle.   A tragedy of
the t ime this  play took place is  that  divorce was
not  an opt ion and everyone,  including the s is-
ters’  o lder  brother  Andrei  (Brenden Riker) ,  was
in  marr iages  tha t  they were  unhappy wi th .
I r ina  (Ashley  Hurs t )  the  younges t  s i s te r ,  only
really desired one thing, to go back to Moscow
the place that  the s is ters  grew up.   “Every thing
would be better in Moscow” she would say over
and over again.   She sees how unhappy her sis-
ters  were with love and she wanted to save her-
self  f rom marr iage unt i l  she was t ruly in  love.
However even she becomes engaged to a man she

does not love because he was a “decent” man and
Olga told her to.   He ends up being kil led in a
d u e l .

Al though the  s is ters  go  through such
hard t imes the  play ends with  the  sound of  a
mi l i ta ry  march.   This  i s  a  happy tune  yet  i t
symbolizes  something that  is  not  happy,  a  war
where their  f r iends and loved ones are  leaving
them.  Al though their  l ives  are  unhappy Olga
tel ls  them they s t i l l  must  l ive.   This  was a  very
sad real i ty  for  me in  the audience.   To think that
one wil l  go through l ife knowing that  they wil l
never  be  t ru ly  happy  and  tha t  the  th ree  s i s te r s
will  never actually make it  to Moscow.   I  did not
laugh at  the jokes in this  play because I  was too
caught  up in  the sadness .   I  d id  not  cry a t  the
end of the play because of the death of Ir ina’s
fiancé or because of the war,  I  wept for the peo-
ple that  go through l i fe  s imply to l ive.

Chekhov May Not Be for Everyone...
But this Performance Was!

Three SistersReview
By Adina Silverbush
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SPIT IT OUT!  DON’T EAT THINGS OFFTHE FLOOR!
Courtesy of Jowy Romano

I t  was  conf i rmed las t  Wednesday dur-
ing an interview with Satan that  Father  Karras’
mother does not ,  in fact ,  suck cocks in hel l .

Satan said,  when asked about the accu-
sations,  “I don’t  know where people are gett ing
this information from.  I  mean, [Exorc i s t  a u t h o r
William] Blatty’s book was obviously skewed in
i ts  facts .   Mrs.  Karras has been with us a long
t ime,  and she cer ta inly hasn’t  given us  any
trouble.   I t  might be nice every once in a while,
for  something l ike  what  Blat ty  descr ibes ,  but
I’m afraid i t  just  doesn’t  happen around here.   I
mean,  this  is  the place of  e ternal  damnation,
a f te r  a l l . ”

Many people from all  over the world are
shocked at  th is  recent  discovery,  a l though
some claim i t’s  an at tempt by the Dark Lord to
cover  up yet  another  scandal .

“I mean, we all  saw the evidence.” says
Rachel Lower, 23, of Vermont.  “I think it’s very
obvious what  happened down there,  and the
“great”  Lucifer  should be impeached immedi-
ately.   This  is  not  the way for  a  dark lord to
behave.   I  mean,  is  the person you want running
y o u r  e te rna l  damnat ion?”

Martin con Juevos,  from the Forensic
Journal  of  South America ,  expressed his  skep-
t ic i sm in  a  recent  a r t ic le :

“… and it  would appear that  our own

Dark Lord has indeed covered up the facts  in  an
otherwise embarrassing scandal .   We found
Mrs.  Karras’ cigar in the dungeon room, and
when we brought the team in we found a pletho-
ra of evidence against Satan.  I mean, we exam-
ined the  l iquids  and t i ssues  found,  and le t ’s
just  say that  the resul ts  weren’t  pret ty .   He’s
guil ty,  and he’s doing all  he can right now to
sweep this  one under the rug.   He tr ied to do the
same thing during the Black Plague,  and this
time we’re not going to let him get away with
i t . ”

Others,  however,  feel  that  even if  the
accusat ions  are  t rue  they do not  warrant  an
impeachment of the Dark Lord.   

A group cal led Civi l  Liber tar ians  for
Civi l  Liber ty ,  centered in  nor thern  Idaho,
c la ims  tha t  sexual  ac t iv i t ies  a re  the  bus iness
of the Dark Lord,  and not the people he damns.
In  thei r  most  recent  newsle t ters ,  they accuse
the media of  “over-exploi t ing an otherwise
meaningless event .”   Others  also bel ieve that
the s i tuat ion is  a  “cold case”,  being a scandal
running into i ts  fourth  decade.   These people
believe that  the media should just  “let  i t  go.”
We will  not ,  however,  let  a  case l ike this  sl ip by
us,  whether  i t ’s  moral  or  not .

More on this story as i t  comes.   
No pun in tended.

Contrary to Popular Belief,
Father Karras’ Mother Does

Not Suck Cocks in Hell
By David K. Ginn

This is an Editor’s Note.  
The article below is not a review, I swear.
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War of the Worlds

By Eddie Zadorovsky
Aliens have always been a source of

specula t ion .   I t  i s  qui te  poss ib le  tha t  there  are
other forms of l ife outside of our universe.   How
could you not  consider  such a  thought  in  th is
vast  endless  universe we occupy?  Well ,  direc-
tor  Steven Spielberg seems obsessed with the
idea  in  ye t  another  f i lm about  ex t ra te r res t r ia l
l i fe  outs ide  of  our  current  habi ta t .   In  h is  la tes t
version of alien life form we have War of  the
W o r l d s,  based on the best-sell ing book by H.G.
Wells  about  an al ien invasion.

I f  there  i s  any such competent  d i rec tor
to pull  off  such a visual  catastrophe of  an al ien
invasion, Spielberg is  the man.  The man has a
knack for  visual  f lair  and again gets  to employ
the use of  his  doctorate  in al ienology,  as  this  is
the umpteenth f i lm about  such a subject!   The
fi lm has  a l l  the  pizzazz and visual  splendor  one
would expect  of  a  potent ia l  summer blockbuster
by Spielberg,  being that  i t  is  his  for te  (ex:
Raiders  o f  the  Lost  Ark,  Jaws,  J u r a s s i c P a r k) .
As always Spielberg doesn’t  disappoint  on visu-
als  as  the  f i lm possesses  spectacular  images  and
scenar ios  of  in tense  tens ion and des t ruct ion .
Yet  for  al l  the visual  impact  and intensi ty of  the
ever  unfolding al ien invasion,  is  i t  is  the weak
story  and charac ters  tha t  the  a l iens  should  have
invaded f i rs t ,  wi th  the  possibi l i ty  of  giving
them l i fe  as  wel l  as  purpose.

Yes,  I  agree the s tory and characters  are
not  real ly  the  s tar  of  this  f i lm;  i t ’s  the  special
effects  that  are what  this  f i lm is  al l  about .   The
characters  are  just  an excuse to  be shown in
constant  per i l  as  wel l  as  be ing thrus t  in to
unsafe  and r i sky  s i tua t ions ,  and  yes  tha t  i s  fun .
As for  the  s tory,  i t  i s  as  s imple  and lacking as
the  character  development .

Tom Cruise plays Ray, a divorced arro-
gant  deadbeat  dad who takes his  kids  for  the
weekend while  his  pregnant  ex-wife  takes  a
weekend excursion to Boston with her new man.
The two kids  never  take kindly with  t ime spent
with Ray,  especial ly the son Robbie (Just in
Chatwin) who despises Ray as being, and mean-
ing,  nothing to him his  whole l i fe ,  and through-
out  the  f i lm is  in  constant  quarre l  and def iance
of him.  On the other hand we have his daughter
Mary Ann (Dakota Fanning) who might have a
l i t t le  more  unders tanding and acceptance  of  her
fa ther  but  a lso  isn’ t  impressed.   During the

duration of the weekend at  Ray’s house in
Bayonne New Jersey,  Ray tries to bond with the
kids but to no avail .   Meanwhile,  above head the
sky  tu rns  inc reas ing ly  th ick  and  dark  wi th  c i r-
c l ing clouds that  expel  s t rong winds and force-
fu l  l ightn ing ,  which  s t r ike  wi th  such prec is ion
and pinpoint  accuracy a t  par t icular  spots  among
the Bayonne s t reets  that  soon af ter ,  s t range
occurrences follow.  What follows next are
scenes  of  mass  des t ruct ion to  bui ld ings  and
mass confusion among the people as huge soar-
ing t r ipod ships  emerge f rom the depths  of  the
ground he l l -bent  on  des t roying  a l l  humans  in
the i r  pa ths  wi th  d i s in tegra t ing  l ase r  beam
light .   The capaci t ies  and abi l i t ies  of  these
tr ipods are  so extravagant  and advanced that
nothing is  going to s top them.  This  ini t ia l ly is
fun because i ts  s imple human vs.  machine,  we
are not  subjected to some lame superhero,  or
some secret  bomb from the government to end
this ,  f rom the  ins tant  the  ships  ha tch  f rom the
ground i t ’s  a l l  about  annihi la t ion.   From that
moment on i ts  “Run Forrest ,  run!” as Ray takes
his  k ids  and makes  l ike  Forres t  Gump.

T h e r e  a r e  b r i l l i a n t  s c e n e s  o f  m a s s
des t ruc t ion  and  confus ion ,  in  par t icu la r  the
c r a c k i n g  a n d  u p r o o t i n g  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n
Bayonne New Jersey (which was always in need
of repair  anyway).   Also,  the capsizing of  a  ferry
as hordes of  people t ry to  cross  the br idge to
board a  ferry is  mesmerizing.   There  are  sever-
al  scenes of  enormous tension.   One in part icu-
lar  which I  found to be very unnerving had
nothing to  do with the al iens ,  but  a  spectacular
staged scene where Ray and the kids are in a van
heading towards  the  br idge which is  ambushed
by a  very  unset t l ing  crowd,  that  scene is
breathtaking and not  to be forgotten.   As well  as
another  scene where Ray and his  daughter  are
t rapped in  a  basement  where  they have taken
refuge with a loony guy named Harlan (Tim
Robbins)  which is  being probed by one of  the
al iens  snake l ights ,  as  wel l  as  several  a l iens
themselves,  the scene is  a  shameless  r ip-off  of
t h e  s c e n e  i n
J u r a s s i c P a r k
w h e r e  t h e  k i d s
a r e  t r a p p e d  i n
the  k i t chen  wi th
s e v e r a l  h u n g r y
c u r i o u s
V e l o c i r a p t o r s ,
b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s
s t i l l  ch i l l i ng .

T h e s e
scenes  are  not  a
p r o b l e m  a t  a l l ;
the  f i lm is  loaded
w i t h  t h e m  a n d
they’ re  ex t rava-
gant ly  s taged and
executed ,  and are
t h e  m a i n  f o c u s
and  se l l ing  po in t
of  the f i lm (bet-
t e r  y e t  t h e y
shou ld ’ve  ca s t
Tom Cruise as the
lead  a l ien  based
o n  h i s  c u r r e n t
a l i e n  a n t i c s  i n
t h e  p r e s s  a n d
m e d i a ,  t h e r e
wou ld  be  no
p r o b l e m  w i t h

acting there) .   The problem with a f i lm of this
magni tude where  spectacular  act ion scenes  and
adrenal ine  are  the  main focus  is  not  to  insul t
your audience with cop-outs .   Examples would
be when l ightning from the skies  have bombard-
ed the whole town leaving and draining al l  cars
of their  power of  mobil i ty within miles,  what  do
you know Ray just  happens to f ind the lone car
in al l  of  Bayonne that  works?  I  guess that  car
got  to  Meineke beforehand!  Another  incredibly
dumb scene was  the  sudden pat r io t ic  s tance
taken by the son Robbie .   After  running through
miles  of  des t ruct ion and carnage a  hi l l  i s
approached  dur ing  the i r  t rave ls  where  the  a i r
force is  in  bat t le  with the t r ipods.   Robbie
insists  on leaving Ray so he can see the Tripods
and to  unders tand what  i t  i s  they’re  doing,  he  is
mad and wants to fight?  Um ok Robbie I am sure
Dr Phil  is  the alien captain!  Could someone also
explain to me in the course of  a  night  and next
morning how Ray manages to get from Bayonne
New Jersey to his ex wife’s place in Boston by
merely walking?  Also wouldn’t  you know
Robbie is  already there?  I  guess he walked
twice as fast  as Ray?

The ending leaves a lot  to be desired
with al l  the sophist icat ion and advancement  of
the al iens,  your going to tel l  me the air  is  a
problem for them! Then explain to me the scene
in  Har lan’s  basement  where  mul t ip le  a l iens
leave the ship and search the basement?  Seems
to me the  smartes t  th ing the  a l iens  did  a t  a l l
d u r i n g  t h i s  i n v a s i o n  w a s  n o t  t o  i n v a d e
California first;  they must’ve  known of the smog
al l  tha t  t ime.

Despi te  such ni tp icking the  f i lm is  fun!
The ent i re  135 mil l ion dol lar  budget  i s  up on
the screen;  nothing is  spared.   The real  s tar  of
the f i lm is  the special  effects ,  and act ion scenes.
They are  abundant  in  pace  and dura t ion  and
Spie lberg  handles  them wel l  wi th  in tens i ty  and
tension.   As you leave the theatre you wil l  be
enter ta ined but  you wil l  a lso  leave scratching
your  head about  unanswered ques t ions .

ALIENS CHASE TOM CRUISE (FAR RIGHT)
Courtesy of Joe Donato
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Grab  you r  sword ,
shine  your  shie ld ,  and don’ t
f o r g e t  y o u r  m a g i c  s p e l l
book—you’re about to
embark on a  fantast ic  jour-
n e y !   A n d r e w  P e r n i c k ’ s
Crashworld is  an epic tale  of
swords  and  sorcery ,  wi th
several  innovat ive twists .

The novel  is  set  in  the
world of Gana, which, on the
surface,  i s  s tuck in  a  medieval
era of  val iant  knights ,  chival-
ry ,  nobi l i ty ,  oppress ive  ser f-
dom,  rus t ic  towns,  myster ious
forests ,  monsters  and magic.   But
there’s  more than meets  the eye.
350 years  before  the events  of  the
novel ,  a  myster ious  event  occurs  that  radical ly
transforms Gana,  leading to the introduction of
advanced technology.  The zenith of these tech-
nological  advancements  are  contrapt ions cal led
Devices,  which the author l ikens to “Palm Pilots
on speed,” al lowing cit izens access to vast
amounts of knowledge.  Despite the advent of
th i s  i nc red ib l e  t e chno logy ,  Gana ’ s  soc i e ty
remains  locked in  the  medieval  rhythms of  yes-
t e r y e a r .

I t  i s  in  th is  wor ld  that  severa l  heroes
emerge to struggle against  a formidable evil  foe
that  seeks  to  subject  the  ent i re  planet  to  a  cruel
technocracy.   The story fol lows the young knight
Jack,  the quiet  genius Sal ly,  the brave and tough
pr incess  Jamie ,  her  lover  Sarah ,  and the i r
escort ,  the wizard Zarathud.   Their  journey
star ts  off  as  a  diplomatic  mission,  but  af ter  a
ca tas t rophic  event  tha t  obl i te ra tes  an  ent i re
c i ty ,  th ings  qu ick ly  tu rn  dark  and  dangerous .
As the heroes journey on and piece together  the
puzzle,  the myster ies  behind the world of  Gana
and the origin of the fantastic Devices come into
the l ight.   And of course,  no epic journey to save
the world would be complete with plenty of
romance; Jack and Sally’s blossoming love affair
is  a  big part  of  the s tory,  but  so is  Jamie and
Sarah’s  re lat ionship.   And,  wil l  Zarathud f inal-
ly  f ind  the  independent ,  f ree-sp i r i ted  woman he
s e e k s ?

All  of  this  alone would make for an
enthra l l ing  s tory ,  but  Pernick  seeks  not  to  wr i te
jus t  another  enter ta in ing  s tory ;  ra ther ,  he  seeks
to break new ground,  and he plays with the

t r i e d - a n d - t r u e  c o n v e n t i o n s
of  the  genre  wi th  impuni ty
and  g l ee .   Fo r  i n s t ance ,

Pe rn i ck  tu rns  t he  a r che typ i-
ca l  “ ranger”  charac ter  (per-
sonif ied by Aragorn of  L o r d
of  the Rings fame) completely
on  i t s  head .   Lady  Jamie
def ies  the  s tereotype of  the
“ranger”  as  be ing  an  u l t ra -
mascu l ine ,  u l t r a -he te rosex-
ual  male  with  a  secret  royal

past ;  she is  very much a fem-
inine woman,  a  lesbian,  and
makes no secret  of  her  royal

l ineage.   She is  exactly the oppo-
si te of  what a fantasy buff  would
expect  of  her  character ,  and that

is  exactly what Pernick is  going for.   Her love
affair  with Sarah, a commoner as well  as a thief,
is  sure  to  ra ise  some eyebrows within the world
of Gana, to say nothing of the reader.

But  Pernick doesn’t  s top there.   There is ,
of course,  the element of advanced technology
and electronics  within a  medieval  world.   At
f i rs t  th is  concept  would seem incongruous,  but
Pernick makes i t  work effectively;  the Devices
are not  mere window dressing or  just  an exotic
touch ,  bu t  ra ther  they  a re  an  in t r ins ic  par t  o f
the story.  Moreover,  Gana’s society espouses
some rather  progressive social  values ,  celebrat-
ing egal i tar ianism and gay r ights ,  and with a
middle  c lass  ins tead of  a  sharp divide between
rich and poor.   Zarathud, though a wise mage,
doesn’t  have the answer to every question;  he is
not  omniscient .   All  in  a l l ,  Gana is  qui te  unl ike
your average fantasy world,  and this  makes the
novel as a whole all  the more compelling because
of  the ski l l  with which Pernick weaves these
d i s p a r a t e  e l e m e n t s  t o  m a k e  a  s o l i d  a n d
enthra l l ing  novel .

Therefore ,  i t  i s  th is  reviewer’s  humble
opin ion  tha t  Crashworld is  one of the most inno-
vat ive  sc i - f i / fantasy novels  in  recent  memory.
Anyone who thinks they’ve seen i t  a l l  in  sci-
f i / fantasy f ic t ion ought  to  vis i t  Pernick’s  web-
si te ,  www.andrewpernick.com, and s tar t  reading
right away—you will be hooked.  And don’t just
t rust  me,  t rust  loyal  readers  Carr ie  Savage and
Zarah Lit t le ,  famous voice-actors for such excel-
len t  an ime ser ies  as  Haibane Renmei (which I  am
told,  is  the author’s favorite!) .

CCrraasshhwwoorrlldd Twists the Rules of
Sci-Fi/Fantasy with Style

By Marcel Votlucka

This  country  i s  fac ing a  ser ious  threa t
to i ts  democracy.   Control  of  the media is  s l ip-
ping more and more into the hands of  advert is-
ers  and large corporat ions .   I f  th ings cont inue
going down this path,  the democracy we all  love
will  be no more.   Our only defense against  the
people who are looking to take control  is  inde-
pendent  media  sources .

A new form of  independent  media has
emerged recently.   Audio blogs or  “Podcasts”
are becoming a very popular  way to bring
in fo rma t ion  t o  l a rge  number s  o f  peop l e .
Podcasts  are  basical ly  radio shows in  the form
of digi tal  audio f i les .   People can subscribe to
these shows with one of many podcast aggrega-
tor programs.   The podcast  aggregator wil l  then
automatically download any new episodes of
the  shows that  are  subscr ibed to .

Recently a new way to download pod-
casts  has immerged.   Apple’s  iTunes software
now supports podcasting.  You can choose from
thousands of  podcasts  on apple’s  directory and
have them automatical ly uploaded to your iPod
for l istening on the go.  The release of these new
features  extends the reach of  the podcast  revo-
lut ion to  mil l ions  of  iTunes  users .

The reason podcast ing is  so revolut ion-
ary is  that  anyone can make one.   All  you need
to get  s tar ted is  a  microphone,  a  computer  and
some web space.  Then record your show,
upload it  to your web space and create an RSS(a
fi le  that  wil l  let  podcast  aggregators know when
you upload a new show and where to download
it  from).   Start ing a podcast  is  easy enough for
even the  casual  computer  user .

If  you look through any podcast  direc-
tory,  you’l l  see the extremely wide range of
topics covered.  You’ll  also see that the people
making these shows range from a few teenagers
in a  basement  to  big corporat ions l ike Disney.
Everyone has  an equal  opportuni ty  to  get  their
voices heard.   The top ten podcasts  for  July at
podcastalley.com are proof of this.   The top ten
includes This Week In Tech,  a  podcast  by for-
mer Tech TV host Leo Laporte, The Dawn and
Drew show, a couple from Wisconsin talking
about  their  sex l ives ,  Earthcore,  a  podcast
novel  and a rel igious podcast  cal led Catholic
I n s i d e r .

I  encourage everyone reading this to go
listen to a few podcasts.   You’ll  see for yourself
how fun and convenient i t  is .   Imagine being
able to l is ten to radio covering the topics you
want whenever you want.   You will  also be sup-
port ing a  medium that  is  tota l ly  f ree  of  outs ide
control .   And then i f  you’re  feel ing real ly
ambitious,  start  a podcast  of your own!  As long
as you have something to say people wil l  l is ten.

By Jowy Romano

Podcast 
Revolution

www.AndrewPernick.com
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Silence.   I t  is  what stops me from speak-
ing my mind.   I t  is  the act ion I  take instead.   I t
is  what  t raps me inside my own head.   I t  is  the
sound I  want to hear.   I  swallow my pride and
never speak,  nor act  against  i t .   I  work without
hear t ,  wi thout  res is tance ,  wi th  th is  lump in  my
throat.   My jaw sealed shut,  my jaw clinched
together,  words and emotions wait ing to seep
through for  you to hear ,  wait ing for  their  chance
to make you see all  the pain you’ve caused wait-
ing for you to feel what I feel.   If  you could only
stop shout ing,  s top yel l ing,  s top bel i t t l ing me,
maybe then you could hear how I weep in
si lence.   I  want to shout and yell  back at  you,
but  I  know that  would make me no better  than
you.  Besides,  you wouldn’t  l isten to what I  had
to say anyway.  Every t ime I’ve tried to tell  you
all  this ,  you’ve knocked me down and shut me up
with more screaming.  A smack in the face,  a
punch to the eye,  count less  whip marks al l  over
my body.  I  remember every blow I took, every
scar  you gave me,  but  never did I  ever  s tr ike
back.   Never did I  disrespect  you as you have to
me.  Never could I  t reat  you less than human, as
you treated me.  You’ve taught me to bottle up
my pain,  to run from you,  to never t rust  you.   Is
this  what  you had in mind?  You wanted your
child to fear you?  I  cannot eat ,  sleep,  nor l ive a
day without  a  f r ightful  thought  that  I  had done
something wrong,  and you were around every
corner,  wait ing to punish me.  Your laws of r ight
and wrong dismisses everything,  even your own
words.   You stand there and contradict  yourself ,
confusing me.  No matter what, I am doomed by
your hands.   So I  s i t  here and suffer  in  s i lence.

Here is a toast to you.  To the times
you’ve made me want curl  up into a ball  and die.
To the moments I  use to cut myself  to make sure
I was alive.  To the beautiful sight of my own
blood.  To the joy of feeling pain, instead of
emptiness.   Here is  to the idea that  I  was noth-
ing.   To how you beat  that  bri l l iant  idea into my
head.  Li teral ly .   To the bumps,  bruises ,  and the
scars.   To the tears you would not let  me cry.  To
all  the made up excuses I  had to give to my ele-
mentary teachers .   Here is  to  the long nights  I
could not sleep because you dragged me out of
bed by my hair .   To your  hand that  smacked my
face.  To the meat cleaver you swung at me.  To
the science tes t  that  was four  points  shy from a
perfect  score.   To knowing that  i t  was that  test
that  made you hurt  me.   Here’s to al l  the shi t  you
did to fuck me up.  To the knowing that no mat-
ter  what  you’ve done,  I  could never disrespect
you.   To the fact  that  I  could never str ike back,
ever.   To my feet  that  continue to return me to
you.  And to the love I  st i l l  feel  for you.

I  have here in my hand a knife.   The knife
I  used to ki l l  you in my mind.   In my mind,  you
attacked me for the last  t ime.   You treating me
like shi t  a l l  my l i fe  was your  cr ime.  This  is  what
drove me to ki l l  you in my mind.   The glistening
dark r ich blood that  f lowed down from your neck
all over the floor.  The look on your face…realiz-
ing way too late that you had gone too far.  You
had pushed me too far .   Thud,  the sound of your
body when i t  drops to  the  f loor ,  splat ter ing the
pool of crimson red everywhere.   Empty,  l i fe-
less,  just  the way you use to make me feel.
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We are holding this bear for ransom.  If you ever want to
see him again, come to the Stony Brook Press Open House
in September and we will negotiate a ransom.  That is all.

Union 060.  1pm.
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