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It's a hard 0000 I9OFJL[Ap9 BY NICOLE DULMER & CHRIS LONARDO

knock
life for

commuters

Do you think the rallies,
like the one held today, are

effective?

"We're the up-and-coming generation, we
represent the population of the world."
tony

MIKE LEE
Statesman Contributor

It's 7:20 A.M. on a brisk
Tuesday in October on the train
to Stony Brook. Mere seconds
later, the train leaves the Green-
lawn station and stops. For five
minutes. To someone sitting
on a train eager to get to class
on time, it raises a reasonable
question: "What's the delay?"
The conductor stopped the train
because "a passenger has refused
to pay his fare."

When people at college hear
the word "commuter" they think
of people who drive cars and not,
other means of transportation that
people use to get to school includ-
ing the Long Island Railroad train.
While some students go through
the daily routine of rolling out of
bed ten minutes before their class
begins, others who take the train
to Stony Brook have wake up way
earlier.

For commuter students, it's
just another day on the LIRR.
Many of the commuters on this
train are either sleeping or read-
ing; many are students and faculty
at Stony Brook University. Some
kids are 'up', talking loudly to
each other in ignorance of other
people's trying to sleep or read.
This is routinely what goes on
in the train to school every day
- sleep, read, talk - three things
one cannot do by himself or her-
self while they drive to school.

Stony Brook commuter stu-
dent Victor Liu says, "It sucks.
There's nothing good about it."
Liu has to take the Jamaica train
to get to Stony Brook around 6
A.M., and he has to be up a lot
earlier before then because his
parents need to drive him to the
train station, which adds to the
disdain he has for commuting to
school. Liu lives in Bay side, New
York, and because he is a transfer
student and it is his fourth year at
SBU, he wasn't allowed to receive
room and board.

The train wasn't his first resort
in coming to school. "I wanted to
buy a car, but my parents won't

let me." Another thing Victor
doesn't like about commuting is
that it "takes too long" because of
the 15-minute stops at stations and
transferring from train to train. He
spends most of his time reading
comics, studying, and, of course,
sleeping.

On the other hand, Stephen
Chau had lived on campus
throughout his college career at
Stony Brook. But this year, his
senior year, he decided to com-
mute because "it's too expensive
to live on campus." He commutes
from Floral Park and says he saves
a lot of money by staying at home.
He finds the experience of taking
the train mutual in pros and cons,
and not so much a hassle as Vic-
tor because he's been taking the
train all through high school. Like
commuter Victor Liu, he spends
most of his time either sleeping or
studying. He says the downside to
commuting by train is it that it's
"time consuming," and "when it
gets cold outside, it sucks."

A big problem for Liu and
Chan is the train schedule. "The
fact that the train schedule is too
inflexible.. .I don't have the op-
tion to go back to a dorm room.
I don't have the option after two
hours of class to grab the train. I'll
have to wait," said Chau.

What Liu and Chau did
not mention were the delays.
During the winter there can be
snowstorms that delay trains.
Last September, Penn Station
was evacuated because of a fire
in a transformer beneath the East
River that caused a chain reaction
of delays all throughout the city
and Long Island.

Chau "would love to roll out
of bed five minutes before [his]
next class" instead of waking up
two to three hours prior to his first
class. Liu would like to go back to
a dorm room instead of killing two
hours waiting for the train home.

But this is the way it is and
although it may be a hassle, the
familiar faces getting on and off
at SBU seem accustomed to it
because it has become their daily
routine.

- Tony George

"I think it's cool that people are voicing their
opinions, it really gives them a strong chance to
be heard"

-Mike Trinos

"I guess it's good... I mean, it's a great way
to express your point of view, and to make
yourself be heard.

-Maria, Freshman

"I think protests definitely have a place on campus.
I think college students are very opinionated. It's
definitely important.

-Eileen Saim, Senior

I think it's important if it helps us reach a more
positive goal, or a more unified student body"

-Janelle, Junior
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3CONTINUATIONS

Mealpoints 'Jle x
points...

Continued from page 1

flex points...what's the point? We,
paid for our points; we should be
able to use them where ever we
want".

Scott Stein, a pharmacology
senior, agreed "the point system
should be the same. I like to eat at
Jasmine but it's not over-run with
students so I see no reason that
there should be two different point
systems".

However, some students
believe that the flex points are a
good thing. Keith Weinberg, a se-
nior meteorology major is neutral,
stating "I think that there must be
a point to them as long as you can
use them at other locations besides
Jasmine. Jasmine has good food
though so I'll keep going there".

Eric Bredhoff, senior political
science major has a positive view
on flex points; "I think that they are
good because they give students the
opportunity to spend meal points at
Jasmine which they weren't able
to do before. If students are not al-
lowed to use campus points at Jas-
mine then I think that the flex point
system is a good idea". Whichever
way you feel about the Flex Points

being separate from Campus Points
the only way you will be able to see
a change is to speak up and voice
your comments. Students can do
this at the students' resolutions
committee meetings Wed 1pm at
Kelly Conference center.

Bookstore gets rid
of check system...

Continued from page 1

alarm system as well as secu-
rity cameras, which were installed
over the winter break. But the alarm
system didn't come without a hefty
price tag. Although Pachecho did
not reveal the price, she said, "It's
expensive but since we are corpo-
rately owned, it's not so much an
expense to the store." Besides the
alarm system, the store continues
to have guards at the entrances and
exits especially during the start and
end of the semester.

One of the reasons for ridding
the bookstore of the bag check
was because of a survey about the
bookstore conducted on campus by
the Faculty Student Association.
Not surprisingly, many students
complained about the bag checks.
In addition to this survey, Barnes
and Noble sponsored a focus
group in all across America about

their university bookstores and the
bag checks and received a similar
response.

Pacheco said there would not
be a return of the bag check, and
that the cubbies, once used for
holding students' backpacks and
shopping bags aren't being used
for anything right now and will
most likely be removed at the end
of the semester. Now that students
can stroll into the bookstore without
checking their bag at the cubbies,
the response from the students is
enthusiastically positive.

"I think that it was a good idea,
as long as they have some type of
security system," said Christine
Sausa, a senior and sociology
major. "Had they not installed the
cameras I think there would have
certainly been more theft. I person-
ally like it a little better though be-
cause sometimes I would forget to
take my wallet out and then I have
to walk all the way back to tle bag
check to get it out...All in all I think
cameras will decrease theft [instead
of] a bag check."

Michael Brewer, a junior and
health science major, agrees. "I
think it's a great idea. The book-
store is so crowded during the first
week of school especially at certain
times of the day when students go
to get their books in droves. The
wait to pay for your books is crazy
as it is."

Jfree Hot Deluxe Breakfast

SPECIAL SBU RATE
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4 COMMENTARY

Harvard president
opens a can of worms

discussing gender
BY LAUREN MUTZ
Statesman Editor

The remarks made by Law-
rence Summers, the President
of Harvard University, about
women, discrimination, and the
innate differences between men
and women's abilities, has stirred
up a great deal of controversy..

In his speech, Dr. Summers
discussed some of the factors he
believed could explain the un-
der-representation of women in
high-level math and science posi-
tions. Summers' first hypothesis
was that top positions in math and
engineering faculties require ex-
traordinary commitments of time
and energy- with many professors
working 80-hour weeks- as their
lawyers, bankers and business ex-
ecutive counterparts. According
to Summers, few married women
with children are willing to ac-
cept such great sacrifices.

However it was his second
comment that stirred up the most
vehement protest. According to
Summers, it is "important to con-
sider" that high school boys tend
to score at very high and very
low levels on standardized math
tests compared to girls and that
such differences may stem from
a biological difference between

the sexes.
While we are well aware that

men do score higher on measures
of math, and women on mea-
sures of verbal skills, we cannot
fairly ascribe these disparities
to biological differences alone.
Sociological research provides
evidence of the importance of
"social phenomena in creating
the gender gap in science and
math achievement at the high-
est levels..." which is why it is
therefore "a social problem." Ad-
ditionally, "sociological research
also provides evidence about ar-
eas in which policy changes can
foster behavioral changes that
would remedy this problem."

Consider an important re-
search study published last year
by New York University Profes-
sor Madeline Heilman and col-
leagues. These researchers asked
people to rate individual men and
women who were "described as
holding the position of assistant
vice president in an aircraft
company." The evaluator then
had to rate the competence and
likableness of the employees.
Results show that when evalua-_
tors had no information about the
assistant VPs, they rated the male
VP as more competent than the
woman VP (but equally likable).

However, when the background
information was clear, evalua-
tors rated the man and woman
as equally competent. The ste-
reotypes, or what Psychologists
and Sociologists term "gender
schemas," can have a profound
effect on the competence rat-
ing that we ascribe to a man or
woman performing a job.

It is for this reason that I be-
lieve the comments of Dr. Law-
rence Summers to be so grossly
offense. Since, we are already
aware that gender disparities ex-
ist between women and men in.
math and science, why does Dr.
Summers find it necessary to fo-
cus on the biological differences
that exist between the genders?
How, pre tell, will research on.
biological differences help to
promote women in math and sci-
ence in higher education? Simply
stated, it won't.

By emphasizing the biologi-
cal differences between men and
women. Dr Summers is reinforc-
ing peoples' biased gender sche-.
mas and essentially doing what he
is purports he wants to end: the
hindering of women in math and
science in higher education.

Instead of rehashing the old
"biological difference" debate,
the President of Harvard could

have used his speech as an op-
portunity to encourage women,
as well as teachers, researchers,
and other educators, to pursue
math and science. Women need
to feel 'at home' and welcome in
these fields or they will continue
to look to the humanities and
social sciences since they are
"biologically inferior" in math
and science.

It really is a shame that Dr
Summers felt it necessary to fo-
cus on the biological, rather than
sociological hinderers--such as
gender schemas, the inferior-
ity felt by many women in their
ability to tackle math and science,
and the socialization of bias in el-
ementary school-because these,
as opposed to a focus on biologi-
cal differences, can actually help
women feel capable and confident
in the pursuit of a degree in astro-
physics or biochemistry.

In a time when our country
requires more women in the sci-
ences, as a result of international
competition in technology, we
don't need people like Dr Law-
rence Summers telling us to
research more on the 'inherent
biological differences between
men and women--' but someone
who can make them feel capable
and welcome in these fields.

Protesting the protest
MARY VANDERHYDE
Statesman Contributor

This week during Campus
Lifetime many students might
have noticed the Anti-War rally
going on, right in front of the
SAC. You might have noticed
several of the protesters holding
balloons featuring various Bush
administration pictured on each
one. Protestors demonstrated
their Anti-War viewpoints by
listing the names of the fallen
soldiers, popping balloons over
the words "Smash a Neo-Con"
written on the ground while

. screaming such appalling things
such as "kill them".

Before I start let me state that I

am not in favorof this war. While
I'm all for speaking ones mind,
and voicing their concerns against
the war, I believe this rally against
the war was stupid. The sheer fact
that people are screaming such lu-
dicrous statements such as "kill
them" at a protest rally, aiming
for peace, is in my opinion an
oxymoron. I thank you for say-
ing that you are trying to honor
and not bash the soldiers who
have given their lives. However
I feel that there is a better way to
honor the dead and stop the war
then to shout out statements, pop-
balloons, and say you're against
the Bush administration. Instead
of mourning the dead, why don't
you thank the living soldiers who

are still with us risking their lives
for this country? Try something
more productive to fight against
the war. Try and be peaceful.
I don't understand how one is
fighting for peace and condemn-
ing a government official to death.
Where is the logic in this? Run-
ning around and popping balloons
of the Bush administration seems
like a waste of time. I don't see
how this will at all make any ef-
fect on the war. I seriously doubt
that Bush or any of his adminis-
tration staff will actually know
what occurred on Stony Brook
University Campus.

Instead of just making a lot
of noise and making no differ-
ence on the war, why don't you

honestly try and stop the war by
writing a letter, going to Wash-
ington and stating your case, or
have petitions signed. VOTE TO
STOP THE WAR! Something
that will actually make even a
small dent that will make Bush
and his administrators notice. Be
happy that our country allows
protestors to say the disparaging
comments that you declare. If
you recall there are countries out
there that will throw protestors in
jail, torture, maim and even kill
them and their entire families. So
while you're out there fighting for
peace, go thank a vet or member
of the armed services for allowing
you to protest against their fight-
ing for your freedom.
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ENTERTAINMENT

LI Philharmonic
presents Romeo d Juliet

By Ross SCAVUZZO-
Statesman Editor

Saturday, March 19, 2005 the Long
Island Philharmonic will be presenting
"Romeo & Juliet" at the Staller
Center for the Arts. This will
be an extremely unique and
innovative program that
will feature scenes from
the timeless classic per-
formed by professional ac-
tors. Dramatic readings will
be used to enhance the full
orchestra performing classic
selections from the great Ro-
meo & Juliet scores by Tchai-
kovsky & Prokofiev. The fist
half the program will celebrate
the coming beautiful spring sea-
son, as the LI Philharmonic will be
performing the "Spring" Symphony
of Robert Schumann. The Long Is-
land Philharmonic, under the direc-
tion of Robert Neu, is conducted by
David Wiley. Wiley encourages people
to take up the great musical opportunities
the Long Island Philharmonic has to of-
fer. "Our 2004-2005 program presents a
musical feast for both the ears and eyes, a

series of programs created to inspire and
uplift, with music to move us all." The
Long Island Philharmonic's performance
of "Romeo & Juliet" will surely contrib-

ute to an enjoyable evening.
The Long Island Philharmonic

performs generally at Long Island
University's Tilles Center for the
Arts. We welcome them to Stony
Brook as they bring a classic
program and look forward to a
wonderful evening of drama and
music.

Lsr.. nd

Saturday
March 19, 2005
Staller Center

GRE GMAT LSAT MCAT
DAT OAT PCAT TOE FL

Receive a $100 rebate when you enroll in a
Kaplan course between March 1 and March 31.

Limited time offer!
Call or visit us online for more information or to enroll.

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com/rebate Hig etsoe

Test Prep and Admissions

*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. **Conditions and restrictions apply. For complete guarantee eligibility requirements, visit kaptest.com/hsg.
The Higher Score Guarantee applies only to Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions courses taken and completed within the United States and Canada. The Higher Score Guarantee

does not apply to PCAT and TOEFL courses. tRebate restrictions apply. Must enroll between 3/1/05-3/31/05. Visit kaptest.com/rebate for complete information.

OUR

"This Guide teaches students how
to fight back against the double
standards and disturbing speech
codes that pose such dangers to
education in a free society."

Edwin Meese, III
Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow in
Public Policy and Chairman, Center for
Legal andJudicial Studies

"[The Guide] should inspire stu-
dents and faculty to exercise their
free speech rights vigorously and to
defend freedom of speech for every
member of the campus community."

Nadine Strossen
President, American Civil Liberties
Union and Professor of Law, New York
Law School
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Faculty spotlight: Bente Videbaek

Bente Videbaek
Professor of English

By JEREMY FALLETTA
Statesman Contributor

Looking back over the last
three years of my life, which
I have spent at Stony Brook,
one professor stands so far
apart from the crowd that her
brilliance is undeniable. Bente
Videbaek has done more than
persuade me to change my ma-
jor without saying a word on
the subject. She has done more
than teach me how to write in a
more polished and presentably
argumentative fashion. She has
done more than to willingly
offer hours of her own time to
talk to me about literature and

the finer points of life. She has
inspired me to become a better
student, and by way of syllo-
gism, a better person.

Before I discuss why she is
so influential, I'd like to pro-
vide some fun and interesting
personal background. Bente
came here from Denmark (yes,
she's an accomplished scholar
of English and it's not even
her first language!) because
her husband, a physicist, was.
"headhunted" and asked to
come to the United States to do
research. Her Master's degree
in English is from Copenhagen,
and her Ph.D was completed at
Northwestern. She has two

teenaged sons, Christian and
Thomas, and a dog named Thor.
In their younger years, when her,
sons were asked "What kinds
of books does your mother
like to read?" they replied "Big
ones!" with gusto. When she's
not reading, though, she enjoys
skiing and horseback riding, old
horror movies, westerns, and
computer games of the puzzle
variety. Any veteran MYST
players out there? Tetris is also
an old favorite, of course. She
knits and crochets, which she
can be seen doing any time
one of her teaching assistants
has taken over class for the
day. Perhaps most interesting

of all, she sews all of her own
clothes.

When I asked her why she
wanted to become an educator,
she told me that she really had
"no clue," and then went on to
muse about maybe being "a
drama queen." It has simply
been something she has always
wanted to do. Despite this
humble statement, she has been
the recipient of the President's
Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing as Part-time faculty in 2003
and also the Students' Choice
Award for Most Influential
Professor in 2004.

Continued on page 10

Alumnus profile: Belvin Gong
BY NEHA MULTANI
Statesman Contributor

As big as it is, Stony Brook
University offers its students
ample majors and minors
ranging from the arts to the
sciences. Many students who
graduated from this institution
have forayed into fields like law,
entrepreneurship, medicine,
technology and other special-
ized fields. One of the alumni
who had graduated from Stony
Brook is Belvin Gong.,

In 1999, Gong graduated
with a degree in Biochemistry,
with honors and a minor in Chi-
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nese studies. She is'presently
working for Johnson& John-
son pharmaceutical research
and development where she is
pursuing her postdoctoral fel-
lowship.

As a student in Stony Brook,
Gong was a very well rounded
student who maintained her
studies and her extracurricular
activities sufficiently. She had
done four years of research in
the Life Sciences Building for
the biochemistry department
with the neuroscience concen-
tration. Along with that, being
on the tennis team helped Gong
take interest in other things be-

sides just school work. Accord-
ing to Gong, the faculty at Stony
Brook was really helpful where'
her research helped her prepare
for her career. Being treated a
lot more mature than she was
while doing her research, Gong
felt that it helped her with her
degree.

A commuter for all four
years in college, Gong claims
that one of the strong points
about Stony Brook was that, "I
saved a lot of money, the educa-
tion was really good and people
had a public school mentality
where everyone was not full of
themselves."

After completing her bach-
elors degree from Stony Brook,
Ms. Gong proceeded to doing
her Masters and her PhD in
Cambridge University in Eng-
land. She had won the Churchill
scholarship and being the first
student in the SUNY history
to win this scholarship, Gong
gives Rosemary Effiom (who
conducts many awards and fel-
lowships for students in Stony
Brook) a lot of credit to this
success.

"Ms. Rosemary Effiom was
very supportive and helped me

Continued on page 10

Belvin Gong
Alum, Biochemistry

FUN, EXCITING AND
EXHILARATING NOW QUALIFIES

AS A JOB DESCRIPTION.
Bright? Outgoing? Energetic? Perfect. How about using

your talents to help spread the word about Red Bull?

We're looking for personable and highly motivated people

to join the Long Island Red Bull Mobile Energy Team.

Your part-time job will be to hit the streets delivering

energy wherever it's needed. At work, at school, at the

gym, on the road, you'll go anywhere and everywhere in

search of people who might be tired and in need of energy.

A couple of rules. You should be at least 18, have a

good driving record and be able to work flexible hours,

including weekends and the occasional evening. Bilingual

would be a plus, but most importantly you should be

charming and motivated.

If this sounds like a fun job to you, please download an

application form at www.redbullmet.com.

Red Bull
ENERGY DRINK



The Newton Fellowship Program is looking for mathematically sophisticated individuals to teach in NYC public high schls
Newton Fellows earn competitive starting salaries on par with scientists, engineers and architects. The Fellowship providesa
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As a Newton Fellow, you can have it all. So who better to teach math than you?

For a more rewarding future, apply for the Newton Fellowship at mathforamerica.org
Applications must be received by April 1, 2005.
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ENTERTAINMENT

MFA Thesis
Show

reception
BY Cmus LONAUDO
Statesman Editor

The spirit of a campus as
diverse as Stony Brook was re-
flected in the 17" MFA Thesis
Exhibition's opening reception
on night of Saturday, March 12,
2005. Three graduate students
pursuing a Master's degree in
Fine Arts attended the opening, as
well as over two hundred others.

"People from the school that
I've never met before are coming
out, and I'm pretty impressed,"
said exhibitor and graduate
student Gabrielle Moisan of the
turnout. "It's actually pretty
amazing."

On display were Moisan's
works involving the establishment
of a sense of community through
knitting, Lawrence Mesich's
tongue-in-cheek social commen-
taries, and Nilufer Ovalioglu's
exploration of the "dynamics of
power through femininity."

While Moisan's photographs
and knit pieces, Mesich's interac-
tive and video installations, and
Ovalioglu's sculpture and vary-
ing visual displays seem like an
esoteric combination, exhibitors
are confident that the show's po-
tentially broad appeal will catch
the public eye.

"I think all of the works from
Gabi, Lawrence, and me work
very well together," said Nilufer
Ovalioglu.

Involvement of the artist was
a central theme to the exhibit.
Mesich appeared as the star
of his own videos and interac-
tive pieces. His installation
Misrepresentations, Errone-
ous Conclusions, and Ethical
Breaches feature such amusing
bits as a green-screen video of
two "Mesichs" sitting at a table,
across from one another. They
gesture to each other, slap each
other, and did not fail to draw a
chuckling crowd with each loop
at the opening. The video dis-
plays for Mesich's project were
unconventionally installed into a
number of architectural fixtures.
Of this, Mesich wrote that the
installations "document my of-
ten eccentric relationships to the
spaces I inhabit every day." 1

Mesich's other project, the
Department ofBehavioral Inves-
tigation, is an interactive display

that serves to inform citizens of
some of the happenings in their
government, and to encourage
them to openly articulate their
dissent.

Moisan's project, ight Knit
Community, is designed to teach
visitors to knit and foster a sense
of community. Visitors to the
display can learn to knit from
books, a video, or each other. At
the opening reception, Moisan
was seen sitting on the floor in
several knitting circles, demon-
strating proper technique to eager
disciples. Visitors to the display
are asked to leave what they
knit, and take away the knowl-
edge they have gained. Also on
display in Moisan's section of the
gallery were several photographs
relating to the idea of culture as
both consuming and creating art
in a regular fashion.

Ovalioglu's work Mirrorland
satirizes Western expectations for
women through a series of videos,
images, and sculptures. Ovalio-
glu starred in her own films, pro-
jected on the wall for all to see,
and appeared halfway through
the opening reception in a mir-
ror-coated dress she had created
for the film. Another installation
piece of hers, Tainted Love, jux-
taposes romance with cruelty and
trauma. Precut Fashions pokes
fun at our cookie-cutter cultural
mentality.

Of the artists' involvement
with their respective works,
Moisan said "We all started
together three years ago, and
only one of us was doing inter-
active work. Nilu and I were
doing photography, and over the
course of the next three years we
all put ourselves into the work
somehow. It's either performa-
tive, or instructional, or all of
the above. I mean, we evolved,
together, somehow, although we
do totally different things and
we don't always get along, we
all put ourselves into our work
somehow."

The level of energy and com-
mitment these fine artists have
each put into their own work is
apparent by looking at just how
engaging each display can be. All
pieces will be on display in the
Staller Center Art Gallery until
Saturday, April 91. The students
officially graduate in May.

Above: Gabrielle Moisan
teaches a group of
students how to knit.
Her work "Tight Knit
Community" focuses on
art in the community.

Right: A visitor
looks upward at
one of Lawrence
Mesich's installations
in his project
"Misrepresentations,
Erroneous Conclusions,
-. i r4 :.-._ n+
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Fmusical couples

i- The Kennedys perform(
esnm

the University Cafe.

tmght be a
live but it is
at home and

The Kennedys played two
forty-five minute sets at the
University Cafe on Sunday.
They started with "Life is Large,"
rocking out on matching orange
guitars. With their plugged in
acoustics they transitioned into
"River of Falling Stars." This

his 1

While on stage the Kennedys
mentioned how it feels good to be
in areal environment. This is the
second time the Kennedysi have
played at the Cafe and this time
they are honored as the National
Artist of the Month. The cou~ple's
musicfreflects both personal and
worldwide themes of peace. "I
never wanted to do anything
else," said Maura. "This is the
greatest thng"



CONTINUATIONS

Faculty spotlght:
Bente Videbaek
Continued from page 6

Her favorite writer is - sur-
prise! - Shakespeare. If you ask
her what her favorite play is,
though, she'll answer "whichever
one I'm teaching at the moment."
After a brief consideration, she
decided that a second favorite
would be too difficult to select.
She has published two volumes,
including "The Stage Clown
in Shakespeare's Theater" and
"Revenge Tragedies," of which
she is the editor. Currently,
she's working on an anthology
of plays, which she says allows
her to "get a better feel for the
plays," due to the transcribing.
Because it's such an arduous
process, and prone to overlooked
errors, her sons are helping her
by proofreading as she goes. She
currently teaches EGL204, Liter-
ary Analysis and Argumentation,
which is an introductory English
literature course, focusing on
building students' writing skills,
and EGL205, British Literature
I, a survey course. Next semester
she is coming back to EGL243,
our English department's
Shakespeare survey course, and
EGL362, Revenge Tragedies,
which will use her book as its
text. Personally, I can't wait.
For prospective English majors,
the advice that Bente readily
dispenses is "READ! Read ev-
erything, because variance is
important, and remember to ap-
preciate everything individually,
for what it is."

When I asked some of her
students, both graduate and un-
dergraduate, to comment on why
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they feel she is so effective, the
word "engaging" was cheerily
overused by almost every in-
terviewee. Michael, a graduate
student who Bente is helping
with his dissertation, described
her as "terribly engaging, ex-
tremely supportive, very well
read, and a dream to work with."
He then added that she "makes
your project her project" and that
"she takes the ideas of students
seriously." I think that this is
quite a powerful compliment
when there are so many profes-
sors who are totally indifferent
to the individual opinions of
their students. Amanda, an un-
dergraduate teaching assistant,
added that she "cares about the
student; always makes time," and
that "her lectures are enlighten-
ing, interesting, and exciting."
Being a veteran student of hers
myself, I can personally attest
to this as well. Finally, Susan
Crane, another graduate student
who views Bente as her mentor,
told me that briefly commenting
would be very difficult, but got
back to me via e-mail with a
wonderful quote. She says "The
Roman poet Horace wrote that
the aim of poetry is to teach and
delight ("docere et delectare") at
the same time. This is precisely
what I have witnessed her do in
classes of various sizes over the
past several years, and one of the
main reasons that I have found
her to be an excellent mentor for
learning how to teach well." I
couldn't agree more.

When I asked Bente for her
own thoughts on being effective
in the classroom, she told me can-
didly "I firmly believe that the
more human I am in class, the
better it goes." In my experience,
that really is the essence of her

talent as a professor. She becomes
a peer to her students, which is an
invaluable quality, because it cre-
ates an atmosphere of comfort. I
have never felt awkward talking
to her about matters academic
or non-academic; I have always
felt like I could readily speak
my mind. By creating this kind
of environment for her students,
Bente allows them to reach their
full potential. On the most basic
level, inspiration is her business.
While I have been profoundly
inspired by her personally, I am
extremely confident that I have
not been the first to feel that way,
and equally confident that I an
not going to be the last.

Alumnus profile:
Belein Gong
Continued from page 6

totally in getting this scholarship
and the fact that I was doing a
research was also very helpful
in winning this scholarship,"
said Gong.

Overall the experience at
Stony Brook had been very re-
warding for Gong given that she
was typical student maintaining
her studies and her extra activi-
ties at the same time. She has one
message for all the Stony Brook
students out there.

" If not all, many Stony Brook
students can be successful," said
Gong. "Given that this is a pub-
lic university, it should be clear
that students can achieve a much
higher goal and be successful in
life. The University provides stu-
dents with many resources and
students should take advantage
of that."
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Election Board
Apply Today!

USG needs you
to join the Election Board!
Make a difference for your

Stony Brook!

For more info stop by USG office SAC suite 202

Vice President
Organizations

of Clubs &

Treasurer

Senior Class Representative

Junior Class Representative

Sophomore Class Representative

Senate Positions

INTERETED??
Come to SAC 202 or call the Elections Board at 2-6435!

Pick up Your Pe titions Today!
Petitioning for Candidates & Referenda Starts on

MARCH 1st & ENDS APRIL 8th

Elections Take Place April 25th - April 29th

Runoff Elections Take Place May 1st: May 3d
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE
FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR:

President

Executive Vice President

Vice President of Communications
& Public Relations

Vice President of Academic Affairs
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STOY 9

Interests & Developmental Issues:
Workshops brought to you by

USG Sophomore Class Representative

Event 1: Advocacy Clubs Central: Mini-Involvement Fair
Monday, 2/28/05
SAC Ballroom B
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Event 2: Sophomore Update: What's Ahead for You
Wednesday, 3/9/05
SAC Ballroom B
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Event 3: Sophomore Decisions: Why Study Abroad?
Why Should You Exchange?

Wednesday, 3/1 6/05
Location TBA
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Event 4: We Have Resources on Campus...Use 'Em!
Wednesday, 3/30/05
SAC Ballroom B
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.
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STUDIO/APART MENTS. Includes
electric, water and heat. In the heart of Port
Jefferson Village. Starting at $600 and
$850. 1 yr. lease. By appt. only. "The New
Heritage Inn." 631-473-2564.

OFFICE HELP WANTED IN PORT
JEFFERSON VILLAGE. Relaxed, com-
fortable environment. One or two days
per week with flexible hours. Good pay
for the right person. Creating and sending
packages only. Call Steve @ 631-331-0161.

LEGAL SECRETARY. Islandia law
office seeks student interested in law with
some office/secretarial experience for full-
time position. Compensation negotiable.
Available to start in June. Fax resume and
cover letter to 631-232-1892.

WWW.SBSTATESMAN.0RG
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MYSTERY SHOPPERS needed to work
at local establishments. No exp. req'd/
training prov'd. Multiple positions FT/PT.
Up to $19/hour. Call 1-800-724-2078.

DOMINO'S PIZZA DELIVERY
DRIVERS AND INSIDE HELP
WANTED. Flexible hours, great pay, need
your own car for delivery. 631-751-0330.

PART-TIME TEACHING POSITIONS
AVAILABLE with Kaplan Test Prep &
Admissions in Nassau & Suffolk. P/T,
evenings/weekends, starts at $20/hr with
great perks. Call 1-800-KAPTEST. EOE.

P/T OFFICE HELP. Flexible hours.
Computer Knowledge a must. Ideal for
students. Setauket office - Call Lori @
631-689-3500.

WAIT STAFF NEEDED for prestigious
catering company with locations on both
North and South shores of Long Island.
Part-time and weekend positions available.
Experience is preferred. Please call
631-862-0100 or e-mail andy.musacchio@
lovinoven.com.

You're pregnant?
You're frightened?
Please let us help.

Life can be a wonderful choice.

Alternatives to Abortion
Free pregnancy testing, information,

Come to
Rm. 057
in the
Student
Union
Bldg.

...

PROFESSOR ON CAMPUS who has
experienced Bipolar Disorder would like
to have one-on-one contact with and help
students who also have this illness. Also
starting an evening discussion group. Con-
fidentiality is assured. If interested, please
contact Dr. Jerry Pollock at 631-632-8924.

THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installa-
tion, repairs and re-stretches. Free estimates.
Over 30 years experience. No job too small.
631-736-8260.

$450 GROUP FUNDRAISER SCHED-
ULING BONUS. 4 hours of your group's
time PLUS our free (yes, free) fundrais-
ing solutions EQUALS $1,000-$2,000 in
earnings for your group. Call TODAY for
a $450 bonus when you schedule your non-
sales fundraiser with CampusFundraiser.
Contact CampusFundraiser, 888-923-3238
or visit www.campusfundraiser.com.

Only 600 per pae.

counseling, and assistance.

Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or
1-800-550-4900
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Job Opportunities in Mental Health Services

Gain Valuable Work Experience Related to Your Career Goals

Flexible schedules, part time and full time positions

working in group homes.

Training Provided

Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits

ID B o a for Community Living, Inc.
202 East Main Street * Smithtown, NY 11787

(631) 361-9020, ext. 133 or fax (631) 361-7087 EOE
Visit our website at optionscl.org
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Pocket theatre times it all

Stuent actinlg roupe puts on1 shop at Statler

MICHAL NowicKI
Statesman Contributor

On March 1 1t, 1 2 th, and 1 3 th

Stony Brook's student-run drama
club, also known as Pocket The-
ater, produced yet another daz-
zling and unforgettable show.

It all started about six weeks
ago, when two talented students,
Nelson Diaz and Kat Sarfas,
decided to stage a series of short
comedies from David Ives' "All
in the Timing." From Ives' col-
lection Nelson and Kat picked
the six one-act plays that they
thought were varied in flavor and
most appropriate for a medium-
length production. Auditions for
actors followed, and within three
days a six-member cast was ready
to roll.

The actors and directors
faced many obstacles: lack of
proper rehearsal space, virtually
no budget, and busy schedules.
However, nothing could stop the
theater enthusiasts from achiev-
ing their goals. It was not easy,
but the troupe met when and
where they could, always opti-
mist and determined to put on a
memorable show.

"Sure, people get pissed and
tired in the process," recalls one
of the actors, "but we all love
it, we're all in it together and
we try to make even the tedious
parts fun."

The process was fun and
something every one looked for-
ward to, especially after things
started to materialize. Once acted
out in costume and under lights,
the rehearsals-that once made
Kat and Nelson wonder why they
had picked that loony bunch of
actors in the first place-started
to take on shape and flavor, mak-
ing everyone think "This could
work."

And it did work. The first
night the show sold out roughly
five minutes before the curtain
went up. The audience was
mesmerized from the moment
the firstlines were uttered. The
overwhelming reaction encour-
aged the actors to give only their
best. And they did. The audiences
raved.

Everyone loved the witty
plays and was surprised at the
professional staging a student
club with no budget managed to
create. Saturday night sold out as

The six-member cast of the Pocket Theatre performing skits for packed crowds.

well. On Sunday a crowd of eager
and even heated spectators had to
be turned back at the door as the
theater was filled to its capacity
ten minutes before the announced
play time. The show turned out to
be a tremendous success.

After the production was
over the cast and crew rejoiced,
hugging and congratulating each
other. Every member of the
troupe looks forward to continu-
ing student plays on campus, and
it just seems that the popularity of

Juy uuLWILtalesmanI

these shows increases with every
performance. We can only expect
more mesmerizing productions
from Pocket Theater and should
be on the look out for upcoming
events-after all, no one likes to
be turned back at the door.
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FOURTH WORLD COMICS
33 Route 111, Smithtown, NY 11787

(Hillside Shopping Center)

STAR TREK,* DR WHO " TOYS , STAR WARS
SCIENCE FICTION " POSTERS " T-SHIRTS

JAPANIMATION " VIDEOTAPES " MODEL KITS
MAGIC: THE GATHERING " ROLE PLAYING GAMES

ENT 13

III

IRA OWNERS ALERT!
Take Control of Your Retirement Assets

DO YOU HAVE A RETIREMENT STRATEGY?

BALANCE the holdings in your IRA

EXPLORE suitable investments for IRA accounts

CONSOLIDATE the contract fees charged on your multiple IRA's

Sft4Pidtn'Y ina it cSe4LtceS Vnc'.

Wealth Management & Investment Specialists
Ensuring the Security of Your Financial Future

Wilma Sheridan (800) 851-2284
Securities Offered Through Mutual Servec Corporation -Member NASD & SIPC

250 Australian Avenue So., West Palm Beach, FL 31401
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Stony Brook students

recognized by national awards
By MARISSA TAFONE

Statesman Contributor

Two Stony Brook students
have recently been recognized by
national organizations, Oumou
Diallo and Rita Karla. Diallo
received the Merck Award while
Karla received the Winston
Churchill Award. Each of these
awards is presented annually to
a student who exhibits outstand-
ing performance in some form of
scientific research.

The UNCF Merck fund, which
sponsors the Merck Award, will
grant Oumou Diallo $35,000 to
be used to pay for some of her
tuition and two summer intern-
ships. Aportion of this money will
also be given to the Biochemistry
Department. Diallo has received
the Merck Award for her research
in structural biology on the clon-
ing expression of gephyiren. She:
endeavored to find the three-di-
mensional structure of gephyiren.
Knowledge of this structure, she
explains, would enable pharma-
ceutical companies to develop a
drug, which could be used to treat
such conditions as hyperplasia and
premature death.

Born in Mali, Africa, Diallo

spent a considerable period of time
there and then in France before she
came to America to continue her
education. After spending a year
learning the English language she
was able to pursue studies in biol-
ogy and biochemistry. "I enjoy the
challenge of science," she says. "I
really wanted to work hard to get
my education, and this award sup-
ports my efforts."

Of course, Diallo credits
several people who have been
influential in her success, includ-
ing members of the Biochemistry
Department, Dr. Frank Fowler,
Dr. Deledrueckhmmer, Dr. Rob-
ert Kerber and Eun Young Kim.
She also notes that Dr. Hermann
Schindlin, who was responsible
for introducing her to the field
of biochemistry, had helped her
immensely with her research. "I
found that talking with my profes-
sors was very important because
it got the professor interested in
my work and really helped me
with my research," says Diallo.
She 'also acknowledges the help
of Rosemary Effiom of Under-
graduate Affairs in helping her
with the application process, and
her parents in supporting her in
her efforts.

Rita Karla, the Winston
Churchill recipient, will be at-
tending Cambridge University
next year to continue her research
studies. Karla has been involved
in a number of research projects
over the last several years, work-
ing with graduate students and
post doctorates. This past year
she had been working in the Laser
Teaching Center, where she was
encouraged to do independent
research. She designed her own
research project on physics, which
helped her win the award.

The Winston Churchill Foun-
dation, which sponsors the Win-
ston Churchill Award, will pay for
Karla's tuition and living expenses
while attending Cambridge Uni-
versity in England. There she
will work with a professor who
is involved in a research project
that is compatible with her own
field of study. As a requirement
for the award application Karla
had contacted this professor be-
fore she applied for the award,
and she admits that this connec-
tion had helped her write a stron-
ger personal statement.

In order to receive either of
these awards, the student ap-
plying must have a respectable

grade point average, obtain sev-
eral faculty recommendations,
and provide a personal statement
about herself. Karla testifies that
she spent a good period of time
revising drafts of her personal
statement. For her personal es-
say she had to describe how her
interest in science developed and
what her career goals were. "It
took me a long time before I had
my final copy," Karla says, "but in
the process of writing I found out
a lot about myself."

Rosemary Effiom of Under-

graduate Affairs, along with Karen
Kernen, is primarily responsible
for helping students edit their
personal statements and process
their applications. "It is a really
wonderful process," says Effiom.
"The students who participate
are incredibly motivated, which
makes my job so much easier."
Her advice to those students who
will consider applying for either of
these awards in the future is: "Stay
committed to what you do, and
anything can be accomplished."
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GER/ NGW RITER/SICIAN PesonDid You Know That You Can
Personalize & Build the Scion You Wan

i to Fit Your Personality!
2005 tC '

Tuesday, March 29th
7:30 p.m.

Tabler Center Performance Space

Ms. Davis was the soloist for Michael Flatley's
"Lord of the Dance" and has just released

her new CD tided "Closer to You"

This Women's History Month program is sponsored by
the Tabler College of the Arts, Culture and Humanities, the " ... .

Douglass Living Learning Center for Media and WUSB 90.1 FM 330 E. Uricho Tp. Si.ithtDw
Prices exclude all taxes, tags & MV fees. See us for more details.

USG PRESENTS...

FR LE Attorney
Ccnsultation

SO BO
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For SBU Undergraduate Students
Every Wednesday, SAC 202

4:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Call 631-632-6460 or stop by Most nursesspend their entire careers in the same hospital In the United States Air Force,
unlikely you'll even spend it in the same state or country. You'LL have the opportunity

SA C 202 to m ake an appointm ent. practice nursing in as many as 20 different fields in a variety of nursing environments.

t you'LL feetla greater sense of shared responsibility when you have the opportunity to actu

*Lawyer available only when school is in session* lead your team. Sound like the kind of career you'd like to have? Then call 1-800-588-52

AIRFORCE.COMlheal.thcare * 1-800-588-52
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Women's Lax: H
battle came down

EUGEN Kozawyssy
Staesman Edior

It was a sunny Tuesday afternoon
when Stony Brook's Women's Lacrosse
team took on Sacred Heart in a game that
came down to the final 30 seconds. In
the end, the Seawolves managed to take
the victory 12-11. This team is proving
to have a lot of promise winning the first
three games of the season for the first
time in the program's history. This win
also gave the Pioneers their first loss as
their record dropped to 3-1.

The game had a lot of offense and
was close throughout. The Seawolves
drew first blood as they took a 2-0 lead
on goals by-Amy Taylor and Carlee
Buck. That didn't mean anything to the
Pioneers, however. After exchanging nu-
merous goals with the Seawolves, they
scored four unanswered goals giving
them a 6-4 advantage. Coming up on the
end of the first half, Jill Gridley scored
a goal with just 37 seconds cutting the
deficit to only one leaving the team fo-
cused as they went into the break.

Stony Brook came out of half time
tying the game three minutes into the
period. This is where the game stood
for a while until Sacred Heart answered

they were t
got a bit ti
Pioneers di
ting them

Buck stepped up and scored three goals
herself, tying the game. This led to what
may have been the game winning goal
by Savino with an assist from Buck
with 6 minutes to play. The Pioneers,
however, weren't planning on going
down on home turfthat easily and tied
the game with just 53 seconds left. After
the goal, the Pioneers must have figured
the time would expire without a winner
but Alexa Milano must have wanted to
go home already because she scooped
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