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AnInDepth Review oft de
Undergraduate Student overnment

BY Wu.i JAws council's responsibilities are many and
Asst News Editor scattered, from championing candidates

before the Senate, sponsoring activities,
The Undergraduate Student Govern- addressing the student body and the me-

ment is the subject of countless headlines da and acting as administrators to the
that pass under the gaze of an often disin- remaining two branches and the entire
terested and detached student body. How- population of clubs and organizations.
ever, as part of a campus in which "there's The undergraduate students who run the
nothing to do" rings out as the most oft- Executive branch are usually paid, as their
spoken and ubiquitous of grievances, the posts demand more time and attention
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USG SENATE UPDATE:

Legislators Revamp Budget Proce
BY WILL JAMES
Asst News Editor

On Tuesday, November 22, the USG Senate unanimously
approved the Budget Reform Act, as presented by Senators
Lynch, Wisnoski and Ortiz. The Act proposes to split the
USG Budget into a Line Budget fund and a Grant fund, in
an effort to forge a new system of specificity, complexity and
efficiency in the doling-out of USG funds to clubs.

The scenario, as of this year: The math club, one semes-
ter, decides to apply for an addition to their Line Budget in
order to buy a television. However, every semester after-
ward, the math club receives an extra $500, as if they were

buying a new TV twice a year.
According to the new Budget Reform Act, the math

club would need to apply for a Grant in order to make such
a purchase. As presented, the Grant system is tailored for
one-time purchases of equipment by clubs, to ensure that
organizations are not receiving unnecessary funds, semester
after semester, for computers, furniture, sports gear, etc., that
they've already bought.

The burden is now on the clubs to prove that they need
the item, know how to maintain it, and that the item will
last two years, as Grants per club are beginning with a semi-
annual limit. The senate is considering an amendment that
will allow "Emergency Grants" to take place if a club needs

money more than once every two years.
The act received the most opposition from the President

and Vice President of the Athletic Group Bureau, who de-
clared the legislation "totally unfair." At SBU, the athletic
clubs are traditionally the most active, politically vocal, and
fund-starved of all organizations on campus. Of late, clubs
like Ice Hockey, Crew and Rugby have had to appeal for
extra funds in order to survive the semester. "Adding more
specifics to the process will just make it more complex,"
said the President.

A special recess was taken so senator Esam Al-Shareefi
could reassure the two men, saying, "Basically, we're trying
to get the clubs all the funds we possibly can."

The Structure of the S
Continued from page1

and maintained throughout the semester
as a point of procedure.

Judicial:.

USG's judicial branch is split into a
Supreme Court and a Judicial Council. Al-
though they, in the context of a university,
are somewhat detached from the wants
and needs of the student body, their exist-
ence is necessary to complete the circle of

checks and balances that make this type
of thing work. Mostly, the Supreme Court
deals with legal issues arising form issues
of impeachment of executives and sena-
tors, but occasionally, they will get some
serious practice when a student lays a real
constitutional issue at their feet.

As far as the USG Constitution dic-
tates, the Judicial Council handles just
about everything else.

Three sophomore judges and three
upper-class judges compose the Supreme
Court; the members are nominated by the

President, and require approval by two-
thirds of the Senate.

President Diana Acosta has recently
created a USG-wide Constitutional Re-
view Committee, to sift through the docu-
ment and shuffle words around until it
works more smoothly; who knows which
of the above facts will still hold true next
fall. As a piece of a highly dynamic uni-
versity environment, the workings of the
USG realize massive changes each year
- one semester's Senate may be a circus,
while the next semester's may fall back

into line.
Of late, every morsel of the USG has

been working tirelessly to increase the
turnout of voters in the fall and spring
elections; the fact that the organization
was designed to serve the campus means
nothing without the actual involvement of
the student body, voting on referenda and
representatives. Upon analysis, it's clear
that the system leaves plenty of room for
suffering students to take matters into
their own hands, and shape certain aspects
of their college life from the inside out.

Police Blole
Compiled by Eugene Tan/Statesman 11/18 -11/21
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In Hand College, a water fountain was report-
edly ripped from the wall on 11-20-05 at 3:17
AM. The Residence Hall Director of Hand Col-
lege was notified.

SUspicious Persons

n the Administration garage, a suspicious male
was checking out vehicles on 11-18-05 at 1:31
PM. On 11-18-05 at 4:46 PM, a suspicious
male was reportedly hanging around in the
Health Sciences Center but was gone upon
arrival of the police.

Thefts

An Xbox was stolen from Hand College on

11-19-05 at 9:05 PM. In the SAC, a wallet with
contents was taken on 11-18-05 at 2:03 PM. In
Sullivan Hall of the Dental School, a purse with
contents was taken on 11-18-05 at 2:55 PM.

Unruly Groups

A group of males was reportedly trespassing in
Dreiser College on 11-19-05 at 9:54 PM. The
group was escorted out of the building.

Harassment

People were verbally harassing a student in
Greeley College on 11-19-05 at 8:38 PM.

Parties

In the West Apartments, an RA called the police
on 11-19-05 at 2:09 AM for assistance with

breaking up a party. All complied, and all appeared
in order.

MarijUana

In James College, the smell of marijuana was
reported on 11-19-05 at 3:27 PM. Also, in Dreiser
College, the smell of marijuana was reported on
11-19-05 at 11:24 PM but was unfounded; a similar
case was reported in the West Apartments on 11-
21-05 at 12:52 AM.

-sptaAssists n Emergencies

On 11-20-05 at 11:46 AM, a teenage male was
running on the Stadium Outdoor Track when he
was impaled by a steel spike through the foot. The
Stony Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps trans-
ported him to the University Hospital.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

Michelle Abraham
By CARRIE COTTON
Staff Writer

When people think of SBU
they usually picture students
spending hours in the library
poring over organic chemistry
books. What they don't know
is that there is a whole other
community spending hours
poring over sheets of paper in
another building: The Staller
Center. Within it are some of
the country's most brilliant
musicians.

Music has always been a
part of Michelle Abraham's
life. She began playing the pi-
ano when she was five, but after
watching her parents perform
in her community orchestra
in West Hartford Connecticut,
she became fascinated with the
violin, and established a pas-
sion that still radiates from her
eyes twelve years later.

In the ten years before Ab-
raham came to Stony Brook,-
she studied at The Hart School,
a pre-college conservatory in
her hometown, on the week-
ends, while attending public
school during the week.

Although she dedicated
much of her time to music, it
was not until her junior year
in high school that Abraham
decided she wanted to pur-
sue a career as a professional
violinist. Throughout high
school she kept her grades up,
and was considering going
pre-med. Then in her junior
year Michelle won a concerto
competition, and lived her life-
long dream of playing in front
of an orchestra. Her love for
music became a passion, and
she decided to dedicate her life
to the art. She said, "I realized
I wouldn't be able to live hap-
pily without playing the violin
more than just for fun. I knew
I could live without going into
medical school."

This school's music fac-
ulty is not the first thought that

comes to mind when people
hear Stony Brook University.
So why would such a talented
musician choose Stony Brook
instead of conservatories such
as Julliard or the Manhattan
School of music? Abraham's
answer was simple: the fac-
ulty.

"My teachers are the great-
est things that ever happened to
me," Abraham said, referring
to Phil Seltzer and Pam Frank,
whom she also describes as her
musical inspirations. She said
she is very happy with her de-
cision to study music at Stony
Brook and work with the world
famous Emerson String Quar-
tet, a professional quartet that
resides at Stony Brook when
not entertaining the music
world. Abraham's ultimate goal
is to perform professionally in
her own string quartet Quatuor
Suivez, which she established a
few summers ago.

But pursuing a dream is not
easy. Like the pre-med student
that she had contemplated
becoming, she spends hours
in her practice room six days
a week, poring over books
of sheet music, meticulously
breaking down each musical
idea into its basic element.
"Whatever I am working on
becomes my favorite piece,"
she said.

In 2003, Downbeat Maga-
zine named Abraham Best
Classical Soloist in the high
school division.

She has performed in Ire-
land on The Late, Late Show,
which she describes as a more
serious version of The Jay
Leno Show, and has received
honorable mentions in string
and concerto competitions
throughout Connecticut. Ab-
raham currently performs in
the Stony Brook Undergradu-
ate and Graduate Chamber
Orchestras, The Stony Brook
University Symphony Orches-
tra, and Stony Brook's Baroque

Courtesy of Michelle Abraham

"I realized I wouldn't be able to
live happily without playing the
violin more than just for fun. I
knew I could live without going

into medical school."

ensemble. She will be featured 3 with The North Shore Sym- When: December 3, 8:00 PM.
in the upcoming seasons with phony Orchestra, conducted by
several orchestras throughout Susan Deaver, conductor of the Where: Concert Plainview
the tri-state area, including a Stony Brook Undergraduate / Old Bethpage. JFK High
solo performance on December Orchestra. School.
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You're inn for
a wonderful time

Reserve early - don't miss the fun!

SNov. 6 - Dec. 15 -HOLIDAY CELEBRATION EXHIBIT -
What better way to kick off the holidays than a trip to the Long
Island Museums to see this beautiful annual exhibit, designed &
donated by many local folks

* Dec. 1 -30 -"HERE WE COME A' CAROLING" - Join us for
holiday dining and enjoy strolling carolers, our festive d6cor and more!

* Dec. 1, 9, 16 & 20 -SENIOR HOLIDAY DANCES - Dance the
afternoon away to the "Golden Oldies" and finish with a holiday sing-along.
Complete 3-course luncheon, $27 inclusive. 12-4 pm, advance purchase req

* Dec. 2, 3 & 4 ; DICKENS FESTIVAL -Port Jefferson becomes a
Dickensian 1840's town for the weekend. After strolling through the Village, "
enjoy dinner with a special Dickens menu created just for this weekend

* Dec. 3 -CANDLELIGHT HOUSE TOUR. -Join in the 3 Village Historical
Society's popular tour of homes elegantly decorated for the holidays. Begin your tour

here with luncheon at 11:30 am or dinner at 5 pm
* Dec. 4 - TREE LIGHTING - The Stony Brook Village Center will have tree lighting,

caroling, shopping & a visit from Santa. Join us for "Brunch with Santa" at 11 am or 2 pm.
Enjoy the "Promenade of Trees," over 80 beautifully decorated trees, throughout December

* Dec. 4, 11 & 18 - BRUNCH WITH SANTA - Santa's taking time out to join us at
11 am & 2 pm. Don't pass up a delicious brunch, a gift for every child, and a chance to give
your list to Santa! Adults $27, Kids (under 10) $17

* Dec. 3, 10 & 17 - BREAKFAST WITH SANTA - Santa comes early at 9:30 am to
share a festive breakfast. Meet Mrs. Claus & the elves. Sit with Santa for photos.
Adults $27.50, Kids (under 10) $18.50, inclusive. Advance purchase required

* Dec. 12 & 19 - SMALL OFFICE HOLIDAY PARTY - A complete holiday gala
celebration; each company will have their own reserved tables from 6 to 12 guests & share
an evening of great food, DJ dance music & good holiday festive cheer! 7:30 - midnight,
$50 pp inclusive. Advance purchase required

* Dec. 13 & 20 - VERY MERRY CANDLELIGHT DINNER DANCE - Enjoy the
sounds of the Trevor Davison Dance Band. Begin your evening with a wine & cheese

reception followed by a 3-course holiday dinner. Unlimited wine & dancing.
7:30 - 11:30 pm, $50 inclusive. Advance purchase required

* Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE - BRUNCH WITH SANTA - Relax on Christmas Eve
day & enjoy our special 3-course brunch. 11 am, Adults $35, Kids (under 10) $19
CANDLELIGHT DINNER -Enjoy the magic of Christmas Eve with us. Seatings are

at 5 & 8:30 pm. Please reserve early. Adults $59, Kids (under 10) half price
* Dec. 27 & 30- "GRAM & ME" - GRANDPARENT'S LUNCHEON - Kids eat free!

Bring your grandchildren to this special event with a clown show, carolers and a gift for

every child. Adults $29 inclusive; 1 child per adult eats free, each additional child $15.
12-3 pm. Advance purchase required

* Dec. 31 - NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION -Join us for our special New Year's Eve

dinner. Seatings are at 5 and 8:30 pm. Make your reservations early. Complete dinner for

Adults $57, Kids (under 10) half price. Lunch served from 12-2:30 pm
* Jan. 1 - NEW YEAR'S DAY -Ease into the new year gently. We're serving a special

complete brunch from 12-2:30 pm. Adults $35, Kids (under 10) $19. Dinner begins
at 4:30 pm

Three village Inn Gift Certificates make great gifts
order online at

threevillageinn. com W& eM. G:*
:" l * * TravelGuide

FREHlda inr o 0
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Earn a
Bachelor's/MBA
In Just Five Years
Information Sessions: Student Activities Center Auditorium

Tuesday, December 6
4:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December7
12:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m.

****-APPLY BY FEBRUARY 1,--2005-

* Most majors eligible For more information about the College
of Business Fast Track MBA program:

* Begins summer after junior year Phone: (631) 632-7171

* Highly qualified freshmen and E-mail: MBA@stonybrook.edu
Visit our Web site:

sophomores may apply www.stonybrook. edu/collegeofbusiness
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KIRIN HIBACHI
A E AK

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER
Mon.-Thurs. 12 noon-10 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 12 noon-11 p.m. * Sun. 2-10 p.m.

*62N*tC* :n *.tJ:N

Call me today. If you're a safe driver,
I can help you save money on your car insurance.
(631) 689-7770

Simon De Souza MBA
1320 STONY BROOK RD
STONY BROOK
simon@allstate.com

Allstate.
You're in good hands.Call or stop by for a free quote

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and
applies to most major coverages. Discount applies to most major coverages. Allstate Insurance Company and Allstate Property and Casualty
Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. ©2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

www.SM THTOWNSCION.com

631-724-3300
330 E. Jericho Tpke., Smithtown

Prices exclude all taxes, tags & MV fees. See us for more details.
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Commuter Student Association
Presents:

Thur. Dec. 8th 2005 .
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

SAC Ballroom B
Schedule a time that's convenient for you!

Monday Dec. 5th and Tues Dec. 6th
9am to 3:40 pm in the SAC Lobby and

Wed. Dec. 7th 12pm to 5 pm in the Student Union
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a FREE

Smassage while

you relax with

complimentary

juices and

snacks!

;1Get helpful r

Stips on stress ~:

management from i

Student Health

SService CHOICE d
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EDITORIAL

USG Tackles Budget Reform
It seems that the theme for this year's USG

Senate is reform, and rightfully so - reform is
badly needed. This past week, the Senate set
its sights on tackling the issue of allocating
monies to various clubs, which resulted in the
passage of the Budget Reform Act. This act
makes the budgeting process more transpar-
ent and logical, marking a huge step forward
from the budgeting disasters in semesters past.
However, things are moving a bit too fast when
it comes to major overhauls like this and it is
very easy for problems to arise.

First off, the new rules go into effect for
the Fall 2005 budget revision process, which

means that these guidelines have been thrust
into the laps of clubs without adequate time to
digest the changes. Changing over the budget
process is a very big deal and to simply enact
a law so late in the semester is asking for
trouble.

This is USG's chance to show its compe-
tence in the coming weeks and months as this
new system is used more and more. A team of
auditors needs to go through each club to see
where there is fat under the old paradigm of
the Line Budget and allocate money towards
the Grant Fund accordingly. Last time USG
changed its budgeting guidelines, all hell

broke loose, leaving certain organizations like
WUSB to fight for the right to exist. It literally
took months to straighten out the budget fiasco
of the last fiscal year because of a distinct lack
of effort and time put in by USG members to
ensure that the allocation process was con-
ducted fairly and smoothly.

This is a new year with new ambitions and
it looks like there are many people within USG
who want to see real changes for the better.
They need to realize the amount of legwork
it will take to ensure that these reforms are
carried out smoothly, and if they do, we will
certainly all breathe much easier.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In response to the article "USG needs to
maintain communication " in the Statesman on
Thursday November 17, 2005.

According to the USG Constitution (Arti-
cle IV; Section 1; B; 1; c) it states that "should
the seat(s) be vacant after October 31st, the
President of the Student Government and the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall
appoint the remaining membership". Esam
Al-Shareffi was a candidate for the USG
Judiciary Branch and received the highest
score out of all 7 candidates. Esam filled out
an application and submitted a resume, cover
letter and was interviewed and evaluated by
the Judiciary Nominating Committee. This
committee consisted of representatives from
the Dean of Students Office, Provost Office
and the Executive Council. Esam has proven a
high level of knowledge and dedication to the
Undergraduate Student Government.

When presented to the USG Senate for
Judiciary confirmation, he was not confirmed
with a vote of 10 in favor and 8 against, not
receiving the two thirds vote needed. After

outcry from some of the Senators, and many
of the gallery members there was a motion to
revote on the nomination, which resulted in the
same vote of 10-8. I felt that the reason why he
was not confirmed to the Judiciary was because
Esam has filed an injuction against the CORE
laws passed by the 2004-2005 Senate. I believe
that because of the affiliation of some of the
Senators to the CORE party, they voted against
Esam's confirmation. All of the Senators were
given the opportunity to ask him questions re-
garding his character and qualifications. Some,
of the Senators drilled him with questions, and
he answered every single one accordingly.

As President, I am responsible for making
appointments to vacant seats in the student
government after October 31st. I have chosen
individuals who are committed to the better-
ment of USG. I will not make appointments
based on affiliations or personal relationships,
but rather on the quality and potential of the
candidate. We need to think about what is best
for the Undergraduate Student Government,
rather than trying to promote personal agen-

das. Additionally, it is important to evaluate
an issue based on their merits rather than our
own personal biases. I have not received any
complaints, other than a few of the Senators,
about his nomination. Instead, many students
and administrators have given accolade regard-
ing his nomination. Amy Wisnoski, President
Pro-Tempore and I both felt that Esam was a
perfect candidate for the USG Senate, and we
will stand by our decision.

The article stated that "this recent failure
to bring everybody to the table to discuss the
issue makes us believe that maybe nothing
will change after all." I do believe that USG
is making great strides towards a better future.
Once we are able to surpass the road block
that prevents us from moving forward, letting
personal agendas and affiliations persuade
our votes, we will see a better overall Student
Government.

Diana Acosta
USG President
2005-2006

Balancing School Work and Sports
Proves a Challenge for Athletes

Continued from page 15

is more important than being a good student.
"Football, party, study," he said. "That was my
order of business."

Both Karp and Moriarty are still students at
the University but no longer play sports because
their eligibility has ended. According to the
NCAA handbook, students are prohibited from
participating on a college sports team for more
than four years, and Karp and Moriarty have
both completed their four years.

Fred Bruning, a former journalism profes-
sor, experienced several conflicts with athletes
who attended his classes during his nine years
at Stony Brook. One football player routinely
fell asleep in class, he recalled. "The athlete

explained that he had to fulfill his obligations
to the football program to maintain his athletic
scholarship," Bruning said. "Football was his
top priority and any extra energy went into the
sport instead of academics."

Bruning said he is a firm believer in fulfilling
one's academic responsibilities. "Academics
always have to trump athletics," he said. "A stu-
dent must first learn and then compete in sports.
The University must be very vigilant about plac-
ing academic experience as a priority."

On the other hand, Celia Marshik, an Eng-
lish professor, said she didn't recall any serious
problems with student athletics. "Most of them
were very good at providing me with their
schedules," she said. "None of them failed, and
they were actually more active about coming

to office hours."
The rigorous schedules of Division I athletes

affect not only their own situations but also those
of other students. Dr. Susan DiMonda, Director
of Campus Recreation for the University, said
athletes' training schedules affect students who
simply want to use the Sports Complex for rec-
reation. "Students and athletes must share this
complex, and team practices reduce the time
available for other students," she said.

DiMonda said her own nephew plays la-
crosse for Stony Brook University. "He only
has time to work four hours per week because
playing lacrosse is like having a full-time job
already," she said. "Being an athlete is extremely
time-consuming, but that's the price they pay to
do what they love."
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English Department,
The OtherSide of SB

By SARAJ RAMBHIA
Asst News Editor

The Department of English at SBU,
part of the College of Arts and Sciences,
is home to some of the most creative
individuals on campus, literary fanatics
who understand the value of effective
communication and critical thinking. The
English department is comprised of 29
core faculty, twelve adjunct faculty, and
50 teaching assistants. A brief overview
of statistics from the Department of Insti-
tutional Research shows that the Depart-
ment of English is also one of the larger
departments on campus.

As of fall 2004, there were 455 stu-
dents at SBU enrolled as declared Eng-
lish majors. This figure is likely to have
increased, accordiAg to speculation by
Peter Manning, Department Chair, due to
the increase in total student population this
year as well as with incoming transfer stu-
dents in the spring. However, a surprising

fact is noted by Bente Videbaek, Director
of Undergraduate Studies for the English
department. She commented that, "Many
students currently enrolled as English ma-
jors have transferred into our department
from other departments, most of the time,
a science major." Videbaek described her
experience at college recruitment fairs
on campus, where students who she was
speaking with were shooed away by their
parents, usually to meet with representa-
tives of one of the science departments.

Many people are uninformed about the
benefits that a solid background in Eng-
lish and a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree
can bring. While it appears that classes
such as "Shakespeare: The Major Works"
(EGL 243), "Survey of British Literature
I" (EGL 205), and "Major Writers of the
Victorian Period in England" (EGL 349)
may not be the most appetizing, Videbaek
commented on the skills of effective com-
munication, analysis, and argumentation
that one can gain as an English major. She

said, "Students can benefit greatly later
on in other professions, if they have the
ability to communicate and put forth their
ideas in a creative and efficient manner." A
pamphlet provided by the English depart-
ment holds some of the basic information
one would need if he or she were interested
in pursuing a major or minor in English,
English Education, or a minor in Journal-
ism. This pamphlet also describes how
SBU students who graduate with a degree
English have become writers, lawyers,
journalists, librarians, academics, govern-
mental administrators and publishers.

Videbaek agreed, upon looking over
this list, that students who are interested
in becoming science majors would also
benefit from double-majoring or pursing
a minor in English. Providing an example
from her own life, Videbaek described her
husband, Thomas Videbaek, a physicist
who, "smashes gold atoms together at
high speeds and measures how much they
scream." She commented on how she rou-

tinely goes through her husband's manu-
scripts correcting the grammar before he
submits them for publication. Videbaek
emphasized the fact that, "I don't have to
understand the physics to help him out."

When asked about the importance of
being able to communicate effectively,
Susan Crane, a graduate student in the
English department at SBU, commented
on her experience working with physicians
in the Dermatology department as a medi-
cal transcriptionist. Crane elaborated that
her main problems did not arise from try-
ing to spell all the medical terms correctly,
but, as she puts it, from the plain fact that
many of them, "can't write."

Many of the science programs on
campus have an upper division writing
requirement in addition to the D.E.C.
"A" English requirement. However, as
Videbaek claims, "it is not enough." She
commented on how students in the sci-
ences often don't realize the importance of

Continued on page 9
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Coffee, Donuts,
Commuter moos

TheCommuter conneclion
Tuesday, December 6

Commuter Commons - SAC 144
Drop by between 9:00 a.m.-1 1:00 a.m.

Enjoy FREE coffee and donuts with representatives from.
Health Technology and Management, School of Social Welfare, and School of Nursing.

For more information, contact Stacey Zannettis, Wells Fellow for Commuter Student Services,
Office of Commuter Services, SAC Room 222, 632-4345, or E-mail: Anastasia.Zannettis@stonybrook.edu
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Play - David Banner

I'm a King (feat T.I. and Scrappy) -P$C

Reggaeton Latino - Don Omar

Sugar, We're Going Down - Fall Out Boy

Soul Survivor - Young Jeezy
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Presidential - Youngbloodz
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Welcome to Jamrock - Damian Mariey
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PROFESSOR ON CAMPUS who
has experienced Bipolar Disorder
would like to have one-on-one
contact with and help students who
also have this illness. Also starting
an evening discussion group. Con-
fidentiality is assured. If interested,
please contact Dr. Jerry Pollock at
631-632-8924. i

SPRING BREAKERS.
Book Early and Save.
Lowest Prices. Free
meals / parties. BY 11/7
Book 15 = 2 Free Trips.

www.sunsplashtours.com.
1-t00-426-77. -
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Sotliht onthe Englsh Dep
Continued from page 7

adding a creative element in their writing.
The Department of English on campus,
according to Videbaek, "focuses on lit-
erature and creative writing." Videbaek
added another anecdote of a student who
she once taught, who wrote an essay for a
science class where the professor singled
the student out for writing his essay crea-
tively as opposed to simply factually. She
recalled, "The professor actually read this
student's essay aloud in class because it
was so interesting." Videbaek continued,-
"Many students who write solid, factual
essays, often produce dull, unimaginative
work. Granted, this wouldn't have worked
in any science class; sometimes you just
need to take a risk."

It is this creativity that is emphasized
in the Department of English. "This is very
different from the 'Program in Writing
and Rhetoric' on campus," according to
Videbaek. "The writing program serves

the rest of campus by giving students the
skills they need to write academic papers,
and I believe they do a phenomenal job."
The creativity is evident as one simply
goes around to some of the professors or
graduate students and asks them what their
research entails or what type of writing
they do. Assistant Professor Benedict Rob-
inson actually is getting a book published
this Spring, Romance Encounters: Islam
and Early Modern English Literature.
Crane, the graduate student mentioned
earlier, is working on Enigmata between
Old English and Latin. Celia Marshik,
Assistant Professor, is working on cor-
relations between British modernism and
censorship along with fashion in the early
1920's. As Videbaek joyfully elaborated
on Marshik's description of her work, it
also describes a direct correlation between
violence and fashion. Another member of
the English department, Michael Bocherer,
is working on how to stage the supernatu-
ral in Renaissance drama. Clearly, at the

SBU English department, creativity and
the use of one's imagination are of utmost
importance.

Videbaek herself is the recipient of the
President's Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing as Part-Time faculty in 2003, and the
Student Choice Award for Most Influential
Professor in 2004. She described how she
has been kept busy lately, editing an an-
thology. She described some of the other
events that the English department focuses
on, the largest of which is the URECA
celebration held during the spring. The
English department, during the URECA
celebration, hosts a mini-conference with a
faculty panel where ten students who have
submitted exceptional papers can read
their works to an audience of students and
faculty. Not only do the faculty members
encourage creativity amongst themselves
and the graduate students in their research,
but they also encourage undergraduate
students to come out and display their best
literary work.

This is significant especially because
SBU is known for its research in the sci-
ences. Videbaek mentioned, in fact, that
funding is also harder to obtain for the
English department, 'as the numerous
research laboratories on campus continue
to vie for state funding as well as other
national grants. To have a balance, it be-
comes important to be able to showcase
the talents of all students on campus, as
Videbaek put it gingerly, "not just those in-
volved with molecular biology projects."

To further their cause, the English
department has also created a student-run
literary magazine on campus, called The
Folio. Students now have the opportunity
to submit their text or visual work for
publication. The first publication of The
Folio is set for December 5, 2005. Submis-
sions will be accepted until November 25,
2005. However, students who submit later
than this deadline can still get published
if they are selected for the next issue in
the spring.

The Princeton Review MCAT Course
-5 Specialized Instructors for each subject
-20 hours of extra help
-7 Manuals
-5 Practice Tests
-Need I say more?

Regular Start Courses begin on 1/23/06!
Space is limited. Enroll Today!
800-2Review / PrincetonReview.com
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International Film Festival

Di~rccItalian Style
BY CANDACE ISHMAEL
Staff Writer

In its last session before the Thanks-
giving Break, the International Film
Series aired a Professor's Choice from
European Language and Comparative
Literature Professor Jacqueline Reich.
The film, Divorce Italian Style, was
directed by Pietro Germi and inspired a
new movement in film called Comedy
Italian Style. This style features a sweet,
lovable and bumbling protagonist and
a social commentary that targets every
aspect of society: religion, government,
aristocracy, etc.

The film features a disgruntled hus-
band, Pepe, who falls in love with his
cousin, Angela. In order for him to marry
her, Pepe must find a way to get rid of
his wife during a time'when divorce is
not yet legal. Finally, inspired by a court
case ravaging the media, he devises a plot
to catch his wife with another man and
commit a crime of passion.

His plan goes awry when his wife
outwits him and runs off with her former
lover, who is also married. Pepe tracks
the lovers down, along with the wronged
wife of the other man, and avenges him-
self on his other half. At his trial, Pepe is
sentenced to the minimum prison term
and upon his release, he is finally able to
marry Angela.

The film pokes fun at the values of
chauvinistic and honor-crazed society
without being over the top. The audi-
ence is so busy laughing about the idea
of the hen-pecked husband boiling his
wife with the laundry or launching her
into space that the serious critique of
the judicial system slips in without an
argument. Instead of being force-fed a
moral, it is offered with a spoonful of

comedic genius.
At surface level, Divorce Italian Style

appears to be a frivolous comedy to be en-
joyed and forgotten, but there is a deeper
plane to consider. The idea that murder is
a lesser crime than divorce is unthinkable,
especially in the current society where
nearly half of all marriages will end up
in divorce. This film posed serious allega-
tions to the Italian judicial system and the
society that supported it.

The main character is inspired by
a court case he hears about in which a
woman shot her lover after he betrayed
her in order to save her honor. This crimi-
nal becomes the "hero" of southern Italy
because, to them, pride was the most im-
portant possession a person could have.
To avenge one's honor was the grandest
accomplishment of a lifetime.

The film itself is an interesting com-
mentary on the society it depicts, if it is
not taken too seriously. Rather, if one
considers the reasons for its creation,
the film speaks worlds about post-Fas-
cist Italy. Seeing it in the light of 21st
century America, it is a little bit difficult
to appreciate the real purpose of Germi's
work, if only because it is a different
social condition. However, his vision is
not completely lost.

While it is difficult to relate to the
characters of the film, it does not detract
from the enjoyment of the story. The
characters and the situation are every bit
as ridiculous and comedic even without
understanding the social conditions.

Next week's selection is an English
film by director Bruce Beresford called
Breaker Morant. The film depicts the un-
orthodox practices used during the Boer
War and the way in which the government
later attempted to distance itself from
culpability for such practices.

TALIA STYLE-
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BY RISA GOREN
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Dweeby high school guy falls in love
with his attractive and all-around perfect
female best friend, but she doesn't feel
the same, and he spends the next ten
years of his life becoming successful
and attractive in an effort to overcome
the initial shame of her rejection. Bored
yet? Me too.

This is one of those plots that is so
familiar that you can swear you've al-
ready seen it, but since you thought it was
crappy the first time you quickly brushed
the experience aside and moved on with
your life. Come on now, I don't know
about you guys, but I need variety in my.
movie plots. If you feel the same, perhaps
Just Friends is not for you.

Directed by Roger Kumble, the same
man responsible for The Sweetest Thing,
Just Friends lacks the gusto necessary to
become the whole goofy-comedy-that-
will-evolve into-a-cult-classic-in-later-
years quality.

Chris Brander (Ryan Reynolds), hav-
ing been rejected by his love interest
Jamie (Amy Smart) in his formidable
high school years, loses the extra 80
pounds that had been weighing him
down and emerges as a business-suit clad
music executive and "playa," void of the
sensitivity that had once made him ador-
able. Re-vamped Chris uses women, but
predictably lacks the ability (or desire) to
form a relationship of any sort.

Enter Anna Faris (Scary Movie 1, 2,
and 3) as Samantha James, a Paris Hilton
wannabe with sexual energy so awkward
you find yourself wincing only a few
minutes into her appearance. Samantha
wants music-executive-Chris, who upon

returning home during a freak plane inci-
dent wants his old love Jamie, who only
has a place in her heart for dweeby-Chris.
Chris pawns Samantha on his younger,
much hornier brother, while reverting
to his geekdom in an effort to regain the
bond between him and Jamie, who has
since taken to liking another former geek
of their mutual past, Dusty (Chris Klein),
who has discovered Clearasil and has
become a caring EMT.

Perhaps in an alternate universe
where chemistry between these actors
existed, and timing was on, this could
have the potential to be an entertaining
flick - charming even. Yet instead I found
myself counting the seconds until the 96
minutes of banal repartee concluded.

I must admit, plot aside; Reynolds
manages to make even the dorkily pre-
dictable Chris Brander funny and loveable
even when the whole movie is working
against him. Maybe I am just too taken
by his sensitive, soon-to-be Mr. Alanis
Morissette charm, but Reynolds is by far
the star of this show. I had high hopes for
Smart, who seems to fall into the token
hot girl role very well, yet she came off
as cold and bland - much like the grilled
chicken that comes with the Chicken
Caesar salads you get at the SAC (ok,
terrible analogy, but I tried).

This is definitely one of those movies
you wait to watch until it comes to DVD,
if you so feel the desire. Perhaps with the
accompaniment of good friends and lots
of alcohol, you might even find yourself
entertained. Until then, take those 96
minutes that you would have spent watch-
ing this awful movie and do something
useful, like scrub the grout between your
bathroom tiles with an old toothbrush. No,
seriously, that stuff is gross!
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Rokin'the Brook:
The n tTrey

By INUR MAMOOR
Staff Writer

Artist: Mountain Goats
Album: The Sunset Tree
Release Date: April 2005

I have heard many albums this
year, yet none have been as beautiful
as Mountain Goats' The Sunset Tree.
This album is an intimate look into an
abusive childhood. But that's not saying
The Sunset Tree is a cry fest, feel-bad-
for-me type of album. It is lo-fl at some
point, maybe not its best, but definitely
above average. While the lyrics at times
become overwhelmingly heartbreaking,
there is such a strong overarching poetic
feel to the album that the sadness trans-
forms into a glorious beauty. You cannot
listen to the album once; the voice, the
sounds, everything about it compels you
to listen to it again, and then again, and
over and over until you forget you're
listening to music.

John Darnielle is the mastermind
behind Mountain Goats and The Sunset
Tree is their third release on 4AD. Moun-
tain Goats have been around for over a
decade, and like any other indie band,
they have remained unknown outside
of their circle of fans. While listening to
The Sunset Tree you realize how good
music can really be, especially when it's
stripped down to the basics.

" The songs on The Sunset Tree sound
like poems read over music. The entire
album carries a sort of literary essence
with a cathartic purpose at its core. With
songs like "Pale Green Things" and "Di-
laudid," Darnielle's voice warps around
you and engulfs you. The lyrics on "Hast
Thou Considered the Tetrapod" and
"This Year" re-tell Darnielle's childhood
with an abusive stepfather.

Not every track is about Darnielle's
childhood. "Lion's Teeth" plays with
all sorts of emotions; you get the sense
that Darnielle wants to fight and make
love but he's not sure which to do, or
if he should do both, and the end result
is a song that's full of Darnielle's ex-

perience, but an experience which can
transcend to the listener. In "Dilaudid,"
Darnielle is a full of teen angst as he
sings: "Hike up your fishnets, I know
you. If we live to see the other side of
this, I will remember your kiss, so do it
with your mouth open." The lyrics mixed
with Darnielle's nasal, raspy voice pro-
duce a great effect.

The Sunset Tree ends with the beauti-
ful "Pale Green Things." It is arguably
one of the highlights of the album.
Darnielle's voice is just so haunting-
- lyrically it ties all the songs together,
making this one of the most coherent
Mountain Goats albums. But to get to
"Pale Green Things," "Love Love Love"
must be heard first. This is a song that
lyrically makes reference to Kurt Cobain
and musically sounds too much like a
lullaby rhyme. You get the feeling "Love
Love Love" is striving for something,
but falls short.

After listening to The Sunset Tree
you will realize that you needed it.
You needed to hear Darnielle's voice,
you needed to listen to his words, and
you needed to experience their sound.
It becomes something you never knew
you needed until you had it. Darnielle's
lyrics and his voice will affect the lis-
tener. This album has left me dazed and
in amazement.

Mountain Goats
The Sunset Tree

1. You or Your Memory
2. Broom People
3. This Year
4. Dilaudid
5. Dance Music
6. Dinu Lipatti's Bones
7. Up The Wolves
8. Lion's Teeth
9. Hast Thou Considered The Tetra

pod
10. Magpie
11. Song for Dennis Brown
12. Love Love Love
13. Pale Green Things
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BY Rosm SCAVUZZO
Staff Writer

"At least I didn't fall asleep," said
one of the older audience members
during intermission at the Staller Cent-
er's production of Hamlet, staged by
the British-American Aquila Theatre
Company.

Indeed, if this production did
anything at all, it prevented many
dozers from catching some extra z's.
Whether this was due to the whiny,
high-pitched voice of the character
of Hamlet or the loud drug-induced
music is unknown.

The Aquila Theatre Company
has been known to revitalize Shake-
speare's classic plays to be enjoyed
and understood by a modern 21st
century audience.

However, in focusing their atten-
tion on this task, much of the intrinsic
Value and deeper understanding of
these plays is either damaged im-
mensely or lost completely.

It is quite a bold undertaking to
direct and produce the most famous
play in the world. It is even ballsier
to perform it within the walls of a
reputable institute of higher learning,
such as Stony Brook University.

Artistic Director Peter Meineck,
having studied London theatre exten-
sively and now as a Professor of Clas-
sics at New York University, should
have had a better idea of how to work
with such a piece.

Audience members were sadly
disappointed; there were quite a few
witnessed walkouts by intermission,
disgusted at the misrepresentation of
the work..

The character of Hamlet left much
to be desired. The manic sort of in-
terpretation portrayed left a lot of
audience members laughing, manyr of
whom were chuckling in disillusion-
ment and wondering when exactly
Hamlet became a comedy.

There was much disunity on the
stage, possibly stemiming from the fact
that the characters spoke with different
accents including British, American
and Scottish.

It seems only logical that in any
production, either all actors speak with
a certain accent or none do. While the
cast was appropriately speaking in
their native tongues, the one Scottish
accent was clearly affected, confusing
and complicating the general use or
non-use of accents to begin with.

Actor Louis Butelli, playing the
gravedigger, player King and ghost of

Hamlet, was by far the most respect-
able actor on stage. Seen last year as
Feste in Twelfth Night, he was once
again the most redeemable aspect of
the play.

His ease in physicality and his
humble connection to the other ac-
tors on stage was remarkable, and
although he was very likely the best
actor on stage, he never once upstaged
the others.

For a touring national company, an
easily moveable set is important. The
use of moving doors gave the illusion
of a labyrinth, with danger lurking
behind any entry or exit. In addition,
a rectangular black box served not
only as a coffin, but also as a bench
and a bed.

This minimalist approach offered
just enough to serve the words of the
play while not burdening the stage
with unnecessary additions and long
scene changes. Also, it offered some
symbolism that the audience could
chew on while getting over the shal-
lowness of many of the other directing
choices.

The play was cut down to less
than two and a half hours, a thank-
ful reduction when performing any
five-act Shakespearean play. Still, the
director chose to leave out some im-
portant scenes and characters, namely
that of Fortinbras and his paralleled
connection throughout the entirety of
the play.

In addition, a Shakespearean trag-
edy traditionally leaves the audience
with a sense of hope for the renewal
of the age. In Aquila's interpretation,
when Fortinbras' name was briefly
mentioned as the next ruler of Den-
mark, those unfamiliar with the play
were left unsettled and confused.

By dumbing down the play and
cutting out major important advance-
ments and depth, Aquila's rendition
of Hamlet loses its value as a work of
art. It lacks the depth of interaction
between its characters; the look into
the psyche of the most well-known
Shakespearean characters of all time.

Some may argue that it is better
to introduce those who may not have
been otherwise interested to a version
made more palatable by contemporary
flair. I agree only somewhat.

While I loved that so many people
were in the audience, most of whom
had never seen Shakespeare performed
live before, I would not like to leave
them thinking that this illuminated in
any way the mastery that was and is
Shakespeare.
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Our scholarship covers tuition, textbooks and supplies and even gives you a

monthly stipend for living expenses. But it's the experience you'll gain after

graduation that sets this program apart. As an Air Force dentist, you'll be

in a supportive team environment where teaching and mentoring are

ongoing. You'll have exposure to various specialties, and the weight of

emergencies or difficult cases won't rest on your shoulders alone. For

more information about our Health Professions Scholarship Program, call

or visit us online. 1- 800- 588- 5260 " AIRFORCE.CM/HEALTHCARE
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Spor ts Pr oves a Challenge

BY JENNIFER CHOI
Contributing Writer

Being abiology major in college is difficult in itself-now
try being an athlete on top of that.

"It's tough trying to divide up my time between football
and classes," said student athlete Eugene Pietzak Jr. "Football
wins a lot of the time."

Pietzak is a biology major and football player at Stony
Brook University. He misses labs for his biology classes
every week because of football practice. He meets with lab
instructors separately to make up those labs, but exhaustion
from football practice has kept him from meeting with lab
instructors on more than' one occasion, he said.

Athletes at Stony Brook University must follow rigorous
schedules to avoid losing their tuition support. Many athletes
are dependent on the athletics program for scholarships and
sometimes miss the same class two weeks in a row when
traveling to away games. The frequency of travel varies for
different sports teams. Varsity athletes are also required to
spend as many as 20 hours in training and practice per week
when they are in season. Out of season, they spend fewer
hours in training and practice, but conditioning can start as
early as 6 AM.

Donna M. Woodruff, the senior associate director of
athletics, said approximately 50 percent of the student ath-
letes are receiving some sort of athletically related aid this
year. "There are a variety of ways a coach can elect to offer

scholarship money to student athletes, though all of those
decisions are regulated by NCAArules," she said. "The only
areas an athletic scholarship can cover are tuition, room,
board, feesand required books. That can be anywhere from
$400 to a full scholarship of approximately $20,000 for an
out of state student."

Heath Senour, the Director of Compliance for Athletics,
makes sure that the department is following all the rules and
regulations of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.
"The NCAA limits athletes to 20 hours of practice per week
and four hours per day, and they get at least one day off dur-
ing the week when school is in session, he said. "Outside of
their playing season, student-athletes are required to have at
least two days off."

These hours are longer during August before school
starts, he said. Athletes are not permitted to miss classes for
practice, but they are expected to attend every game.

Senour said he realizes that athletes must devote much
time to training and practice, but this allows them to leam
how to better manage their time. "Time management is a very
important skill," he said. "Especially during their season,
when traveling to away contests is required, athletes have
to leam how to manage their time between class, work and
their individual sports schedules."

Senour said professors typically understand the reasons
athletes miss class. "They recognize that these athletes are
representing the institution," he said.

Senour also said that most athletes realize they are getting

a "good deal" by receiving scholarships for participating in
sports. "They are aware of the type of commitment needed to
be a student athlete, and they are willing and ready to follow
the rules," he said. "Plus, officials from the Athletics depart-
ment make sure that all student athletes understand the rules
and time commitments of being a student athlete."

Keith Chemey, former tight-end coach for the Football
team, agreed that it is difficult being a college athlete. "You
must manage your time well or else you will collapse," he
said.

Cheruey said football players avoid scheduling classes
between 2:30 PM and 7:30 PM because their practices and
workouts are scheduled then. "Athletes sacrifice a great deal,
but they are doing something they love and can establish good
relationships with their teammates," he said.

Bryan Karp, a former athlete with a learuing disability,
found it especially difficult to manage his time. He not only
attended classes and football practice, but he also met with
a tutor for four hours a day, Monday through Friday. "This
left me little time to do anything else," he said. "And when
athletes miss a test because of an away game, they have to
take the test on the road the night before the game."

Thomas Joseph Moriarty, another former athlete,
said football took up much of his week. Asked whether
his academics have suffered because of football, he said,
"Absolutely." He said, however, that athletes are not very
concerned about grades because being a respected athlete

Continued on page 6

SeawolvesFall to Columbia
55-54 in Final Seconds

BY JOHN WALTER
Staff Writer

Saturday, Nov. 26 - The home opener for the men's Basketball season
ended in dramatic fashion with Stony Brook being defeated by Colum-
bia 55-54, losing a two-point lead to Columbia's Justin Armstrong on
a three-point shot in the last five seconds of the game. The loss leaves
Stony Brook still looking for its first season victory, falling to 0-3, while
Columbia remains undefeated and improves to 4-0.

Beside three short spans in the second period, Stony Brook retained
the lead all throughout the game before falling behind in the final seconds.
After gaining a large point margin during the first period, Columbia bat-
tled to take back a short lead a few times in the beginning of the second
period. Stony Brook then improved to 11 points over Columbia with 4:57
left to play in the game. However, missed shots from the foul line were
costly for Stony Brook and Columbia closed to within two, setting up
Armstrong's three-pointer for the victory.

Stony Brook's offense was led by Hendrick Feist who racked up 14
points and made one assist. Close behind was Antwan Hardy, who scored
13 points, made four assists and seven rebounds. Going just nine for 22
in the game, free throws were a problem for Stony Brook, who missed
four of their last six over the course of Columbia's twelve point charge
with 4:57 left to play.

For Columbia, leading the charge was John Baumann who scored a
game-high 16 points. Armstrong scored eleven points including his game-
winning clincher, while Ben Nwachukwu followed, scoring ten.

The Seawolves take on St. Johns on Wednesday, December 7 for a
7:30 PM game as they continue their search for their first victory of the
season.
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ornhauser
Retires After 22 Years as

By JON WALTER
Staff Writer

As head coach, Sam Korn-
hauser has watched and guided the
growth of Stony Brook's varsity
football program since its birth in
1984, when the Stony Brook Foot-
ball team was still "The Patriots,"
and played in the lowest-ranked
Division III. Now, after 22 sea-
sons, he will be retiring, leaving
behind a legacy that goes beyond
wins, losses and championships,
and extends to the players and
coaches he's affected during his
career.

Kornhauser's 22nd season
brought with it his first champion-
ship. Despite the championship, he
has been satisfied with his career
all along. "This is just the whipped
cream on the pudding," Korn-
hauser said. "I'm just satisfied to
have had the opportunity to work
with great people, and watch the

program grow."
"I don't know how, but we're

gonna win" a player told Ko-
rnhauser before their last home
game, a game in which they would
achieve their first-ever champion-
ship. The activities before the
game, however, could be more
memorable for Kornhauser than
the victorious game itself. Former
players and coaches lined up on
the field outside of the players'
entrance to the field, all of whom
were waiting to embrace their
former head coach when he came
by on his way out. On the opposite
side of the stadium, someone had
hung a sign that read "This Is The
House That Sam Built."

"It was very very special to see
former players and coaches out
there," Kornhauser said. "Play-
ers, coaches and moms were all
crying. There was lots of emotion

Sam Kornhauser retires this year after 22 years as hea
conference title in the program's history and was name

out there. It was like a feel good
movie that never would have made
it through Hollywood. If I could
have written one, that is how it
would have been."

The relationships Kornhauser
made over his years coaching here,
and what he's taught those people
he's formed relationships with,
are more important to him than
anything else he's achieved here.
"It's about passing knowledge on
to someone so that they can pass it

on to someone else," Kornhauser
said. "Wins and losses are great,
but that's not what it's all about."

In order to form a champion-
ship team, Kornhauser had to
bring the team together. "We had
to circle wagons," he said. "We
emphasized thatthere are no stars,
and by doing that, tried to teach
them that everyone is a star. The
guys really bought into it."

He said the key to their success
was winning some very close,

2005

tough games. "I thin
game against Albany v
the most important at
games we played. The
wouldn't let up and we
less than a touchdow
their games this seasoi
cided by a touchdown c
of those were victories
is a fickle game, and th

rnhauser. "i
a success is
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