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The Caft
lsn't Going
Anywhere

By Kary O’DETTE
Asst. News Editor

Recently, rumors have stirred
about the University Cafe closing
down.

However, GSO Treasurer,
Ryan Soule told the Statesman,
“It is important to note that the
café is not closing, however. It is
still open, just under new man-
agement.”

The café, located on the first
floor of the Stony Brook Union,
opened on Jan. 14,2004. It’s home
to Italian specialties and live
music. The café’s 46 inch plasma
TV and wireless internet access
are available for its customers’
enjoyment.

Soule explained that after the
Café’s Manager Godfrey Palaia
resigned in October, the high food
and labor costs were too much
for the GSO to handle. On Nov.
30, the GSO committee made the
final decision to withdraw funds.
According to Andrei Antonenko,
the GSO President, if they didn’t
make this decision they would
just be wasting student fees.

“GSO could no longer man-
age the cafe because it wound
up putting the organization in
serious financial jeopardy if we
kept with it. It was costing us
to the tune of $8,000 plus per
month this year, and our subsidy
is $27,000 for the entire year,” said
Soule. “When Godfrey left, all the
acts he booked along with his
equipment were no longer, which
resulted in an immediate loss of
revenue for the cafe”

Even though GSO withdrew
funds, the Café is still running,
just under new management. To
clear up all the commotion, the
Café’s Manager, Paul Crespo con-
firmed, “It is currently operating.
Hours of operation for December
are Wednesdays and Thursdays 7
PM to 12 AM and Fridays 5 PM
to 12 AM”
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ADMIN FIGHTS PROPOSED
SPLIT WITH HOSPITAL

By Suraj RAMBHIA
Editor-in-Chief

The recent legislation pro-
posed by State Senator Kenneth
LaValle to sever ties between
Stony Brook University Medi-
cal Center (SBUMC) and the
University has become a cause
for concern among university
officials. Officials say that every
attempt will be made to preserve
current joint structure between
the University and the Medical
Center.

LaValle’s proposed legisla-
tion calls for a new 15-member
governing body for the hospital
comprised of administrators,
physicians, and local residents.
The hospital would be given a
new name: SUNY Hospital at
Stony Brook. One of the gov-
erning body members would be
President Shirley Strum Kenny.

Richard M. Fine, M.D., dean
of the SBU School of Medicine,

commented, “The current rela-
tionship between the Hospital,

"Medical School and Unfversity

is absolutely the best model for
serving our students, patients,
faculty and the community. It
is a model used by leading aca-
demic medical centers through-
out the country, including the
University of California system,
Johns Hopkins, and the Univer-
sity of Kentucky.”

When asked about what ac-
tions the university is currently
taking to prevent such a split,
Fine said, “Stony Brook Uni-
versity is working cooperatively
with our elected officials, com-
munity leaders, and the SUNY
Chancellor and Board of Trus-
tees to ensure that we remain
the academic and medical leader
that we are today.”

Furthermore, in citing aca-
demic institutions such as JHU,
the University of California,

and the University of Kentucky, -

which also currently function in
symbiosis with medical facili-
ties, Fine commented, “In each
of these cases, the school and
the medical center reap unique
benefits from continuing and
mutual interaction, benefits
unattainable as independent or
separate entities.”

Fine further elucidated on
the benefits of having such a
system here at the university.
“The integration of the hospital
with the research enterprise is
critical,” Fine said. “It helps take
research from the bench to the
bedside. Take for example, de-
velopment of the virtual colon-
oscopy in which the hospital
worked side by side with the
Computer Science department
on west campus.”

Concerning the possible
impact of this split on the uni-
versity’s reputation as a research
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FEATURE:

The Secrefs of the
Melville Library

By LynN Hseml
Asst. News Editor

Ray Bradbury, the famous
American writer once said, “You

-must live feverishly in a library.

Colleges are not going to do
any good unless you are raised
and live in a library every day of
your life.” Stony Brook’s Frank
Melville Jr. Memorial Library is
this second home for students.
The pervading smell of old books
and the silent faces of students
studying is a familiar aspect here,
especially during the week before
the arrival of finals where many
students can be found engrossed
in their studies.

Taking note, Sherry Chang,
the associate director of Univer-
sity Libraries for Public Services
said, “Right now, starting this
weekend, we have extended hours
for the central library for final

Continued on page 17

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

exams and there are extended
hours in the winter intersession.”
The hours will be extended until
4 AM in the morning for finals
week starting this Thursday.
However, for most students,
the Melville Library is utilized for
more than just finals week. Lo-
cated on the academic mall of the
university, the building consists
of six floors and contains offices

ments, such as the Academic &
Pre-Professional Advising Center
or the Special Collections De-
partment, as well as classrooms,
computer labs, a career center
and a bookstore.

Originally constructed in
1962, it was renovated and greatly
expanded in 1967. To date, the
Melville Library boasts more
than 2 million bound volumes,
8,300 newspaper and periodical
subscriptions, 5, 800 circulating
video titles and 4 million mi-
croform publications. While the
main library is located in the Mel-
ville building, the University Li-
braries also encompass six branch
libraries. They are Chemistry,
Computer Science, Music, Math/
Physics/Astronomy, Science and
Engineering and the Marine and
Atmospheric Sciences Informa-
tion Center. As you can imagine,
Stony Brook’s libraries contain an
extensive amount of information
for students to absorb and use for
research as well as class purposes.
More so, Stony Brook’s Melville
Library also enables students
to discover other entertaining
aspects of society and culture
by circulating a wide arrange of
videos and dvds.

.....

,,,,,,,,

for different academic depart-

Amidst the library also lies a
jewel overlooked by many stu-
dents and professors. This is the
Special Collections Department
at Stony Brook which houses
over 16,000 rare books, 800
antique and hand-drawn maps,
and over 150 different collections
including the William Butler
Yeats Microfilmed Manuscripts
Collection, the Environmental
Defense Archive and the papers
of Senator Jacob K. Javits. Lo-
cated on the second floor of the
Melville Building, next to the Pre-
Professional Advising Center, the
University archives contain the
history of Stony Brook, research
papers of faculty members, past
issues of the Statesman and the
yearbook, as well as faculty books
and memorabilia from campus
events. As quoted from Kristen
J. Nyitray, the Head of Special
Collections and University Ar-
chives, “This department is really
diverse and....makes us unique
as a library with manuscript and
map collections that are one of
akind”

Recent acquisitions include

N

By BrittA MERWIN
Meteorologist

Most meteorologists define
winter as the onset of winter-like
conditions. This occurs in the
Northeast around the begin-
ning of December, although
winter scientifically starts on

Dec. 22, when the noontime sun -

is farthest south in the northern

FEATURES

Inside Melville’s Archives

a letter written by George Wash-
ington in Setauket, part of the
spy ring of Long Island in 1779,
which connects Stony Brook to
our past during the days of the
American Revolution. On the
other end of the spectrum, the
WUSB donated a large collection
of Punk Albums which ties Stony
Brook to the present.

In addition to focusing on
Long Island history, the Special
Collections department also of-
fers a series of special events in-

cluding book readings by faculty

members, educating lessons on
Chinese banquets and traveling
authors including Suffolk County
Poet Laureate, Daniel Thomas
Moran. Many of these events are
filmed and can also be accessed
through the Special Collections
website.

Thus, whether it is the week
before finals with students cram-

ming in the Central reading =

room, or an exhibition by travel-
ing artists, the Frank Melville Jr.
Memorial Library is an essential
aspect of Stony Brook and stu- |
dent life. 2

hemisphere. This is called the
Winter Solstice. :

With every change of the
season NOAA Climate Predic-
tion Center publishes a weather
outlook. This information is -
based on the calculated norms for

the past thirty years of recorded
observations. According to this

Continued on page 17
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(631) 471-8000/ 1-800-HOLIDAY
www.stonybrookny.hiexpress.com

Hotel of the
Seawolves!

Call me today. If you're a safe driver,
| can help you save money on your car insurance.

(631) 689-7770

Long Term Stay Rates Available

« FREE Hot Deluxe Breakfast
+ FREE High Speed Wireless Internet

« FREE Shuttie Service to SBU, Islip MacArthur Airport & Train Simon De Souza MBA
« FREE Indoor Pool & Fitness Center 120 STONY BROOK RD
FREE Microwave/Refrigerator in Every Guest Room simon@allstate.com : ,

You're in good hands.

Aqua Massage & Mystic Tanning Now Available! Call 6 stop by for a 166 ot - Allstate.

3131 Nesconset Highway, Stony Brook, NY 11720
(One mile east of Rte. 97/Nicolls Road, on Rte. 347)

\
Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and . _

applies to most major coverages. Discount applies to most major coverages. Allstate Insurance Company and Allstate Property and Casualty
Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. ©2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

Join Us!
Teachers Federal Credit Union, Stony Brook's on-campus banking services pariner,
offers a comiplete range of financial services to Stony Brook students, faculty, staff and

their families. Join now and hecome a member of your credit union.
And, with an account at TFCU, your campus card can be an ATM/Check card.

Open yéur account on campus today. It's easy for parents to make deposits throughout
the year to student accounts via direct deposit or online banking.

Stop by and open your account today!
Call 631-698-7000 or visit www.teachersfcu.org

Teachers Federa

=t STONY
veddit Union BR&WSK

Since 1852 . STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

= The Educated Choice ’ ) s NCU A

Unimini

Proud Spansor of the Staller Center for the Arts 2008-2007 Seasun

FREE CHECKING o FREE ONLINE BANKING & BILL PAYER ¢ BUSINESS CHECKING & SBA LOANS

9007 ‘¥’| Joquade( ‘Aepsiny| uewsaje)s jooag Auojs ay|



The Stony Brook Statesman Thursday, December 14, 2006

EDITORIAL

Only Time Can Tell...

By StatesmaN Eprroriar Boarp

Recent news of the proposed
split between the hospital and
university has been cause for great
discussion -on many fronts. You
need to consider how all parties
involved will be affected by such a
major change.

First and foremost, many stu-
dents at SBU participate in basic
and clinical research studies on the
east side of campus. As was men-
tioned, based on the amount of

power that is given to the govern-

- ing body and the type of influence

exerted by the 15 individuals who
serve on its board, the entire ‘align-
ment’ of the hospital and academic
programs could change. This will
not only affect the undergraduate,
graduate, and medical students
currently at SBU, but also, the
make up of this governing body
“will greatly affect how prospective
students will perceive the value of
an education at SBU. ;
While Richard Fine, speaking

for the School of Medicine, has af-
firmed that all possible actions will
be taken to prevent any potential
split between the two sides. How-
ever, I feel that the issue is much
more complicated that Fine will
admit.

A potential split between
the university and hospital will,
most likely, improve the image
of (the renamed) SUNY Hospital

at Stony Brook in the eyes of the

community residents and other
community physicians. Surely,

the new leadership will dislodge
some, of the built up resentment
to President Kenny’s desire for
complete financial control of the
campus. The revenue made by the
hospital will now only go towards
the hospital and not be placed in
a giant pot to be allotted for the
entire campus. Who knows, maybe
Ridgely Ochs and Newsday might
even publish a nice, objective piece
about the hospital.
What will actually happen?

"Only time will tell...

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

USG Senate;

Fall Semester Recap

BY EsaM AL-SHAREFFI
USG Senate Recording Secretary

Dear Editor,

The final meeting of the
USG Senate has just ended, and
I believe this to be a good time
to recap on both this meeting
and the semester as a whole.

The meeting itself was rather
short and light-hearted. The
only eyebrow-raising moment
of the meeting occurred in the
Open Agenda portion, where -
Senator Romano and others
vowed to put into law a bill
that would allow clubs, or-
ganizations, and other groups
to purchase religious textbooks
for the purpose of proselytizing
(a fancy word for converting
people to their religion) using
Student Activity Fee money that
almost every student pays.

I sat there in shocked dis-
belief at the audacity of this
plan, which would completely
obliterate the walls separating
“Church and State,” at least as
concerns the Undergraduate
Student Government. For a
second I thought I saw our flag
burning, with the American
theme of “democracy” replaced
with “theocracy.”

For a brief moment I saw
images of the fairly sedate and
calm campus turn into ugly
scenes of religious confron-
tation, as rival groups, each
funded by the USG, attempted
to peddle its unique message on
the most fundamental questions

of the universe. Luckily, all of
these scenes were only playing
in my head, but it was shocking
to think about the consequences
for such legislation.

" Iam a great believer in reli-
gion and its positive impact on
society, but I believe (and would
hope that most students agree
with me) that the government,
be it our student government
or any other, has - and should
never have - any role in spread-
ing of religion or subsidizing
the purchase of religious texts
meant to further a specific
faith.

I can only hope that our

“elected representatives will in-

stead support a bill that fully
supports and appreciates the
efforts of religious clubs and
organizations, but refrains from
directly funding proselytizing
activities. '

At any rate, the meeting
ended with kind words de-
livered by the Senate’s Chair,
Amy Wisnoski, who rightfully
commended the Senate on its
hard work and commitment to
students.

As for the semester as a
whole, the USG Senate has
more than a few achievements
that deserve recognition and
credit. The “PASS” Act, for one,
has already helped dozens of
students by providing them with
free one-on-one tutoring in a
variety of subjects, ranging from

Continued on page 4

Re: “Disaster
Averted?”

By RaBs1 Apam LusavitcH
Rabbi, Interfaith Center

In Erol Ruzehaji’s article,
“Disaster Averted? Chabad Can-
cels Documentary After Pres-
sure from MSA,” he says the
goal of the event was “to inform
the campus community about
biblical prophecies of Armaged-
don, and that students here on
campus should foster a friendly
environment for the Messiah to
come.” While this, indeed, was
the goal of the event, Mr. Ruze-
haji was not very successful in
covering the exact connection
between Biblical prophecies of

~ Armageddon and fostering a
friendly environment for the
Messiah to come.

Instead, his article contained
a number of contradictions. On
the one hand, he erroneously
quoted me as saying that, “the
Messiah will only come to the
world when it is in a state of
peace”. And then he went on to
misquote me again as saying
that “the destruction of Israel
will come with the rise of Iran.”

In this respect, Erol Ruzehaji’s

article was a bit confusing, and
thus, I would like to clarify:

The Moshiach does not “have
to come” in any particular way. In
fact, given the various contradic-
tory prophecies in the Bible, we
see that there are a number of
scenarios which could be signs
of his coming. Specifically, all the
scenarios of the Moshiach’s com-
ing could be divided into two.

Either the Moshiach will come
at a time of complete destruc-
tion (hence the prophecies of
Arrnageddon), or the Moshiach
could come at a time of world
peace and collective Messianic
expectation. :
The goal of the Chabad Stu-
dent Club’s event was to show
that although the current “War
of Terrorism” looked like the
signs of Armageddon, it was in
our power effect that another
scenario for Moshiach’s coming
will play itself out, specifically
by “fostering a friendly environ-
ment” filled with acts of goodness
and kindness for one’s fellow.
-Indeed, both sides of the
“War on Terror” show signs of
an expected Armageddon. Where
the Radical Jihadists are fueled
by a violent Messianic fervor to
make G-d the sole ruler of the
world, by taking up arms and
subduing the infidel, the Chris-
tian Right similarly sees fighting
such Radical Jihadists as a their
own sign of the Apocalypse.

" According to Hebrew Uni-.
versity Islamic Studies Professor
Moshe Sharon and Serge Trifko-
vic, author of The Sword of the
Prophet, this is the reason why
Iran has embarked on an Islamic
Revolution that supports world-
wide terrorism and they now seek
a nuclear weapons program.

- In similar vein, with re-
gards to the Christian Right,
Televangelist Pastor John Hagee

Continued on page 4
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Semester Recap

Continued from page 4

Chemistry to Business and Writ-
ing. The ALIRRT Act, which will
take effect in the Spring semes-
ter, promises to subsidize LIRR
tickets by cutting their costs by
more than 50%, a move that
will certainly benefit hundreds
of students.

The USG Senate has also
worked tirelessly within the
Budget Committee to review
and approve hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in allocations to
many clubs and organizations
on campus, allowing them to
better serve students and im-
prove campus life.

With that said, much work
still remains. The Senate needs
to continue to think about and
address issues that students at
Stony Brook face on a daily ba-
sis, including everything from

food prices, parking space avail-
ability, and infrastructure issues.

This must be done in creative.

ways, for the student govern-
ment has no direct control over
these matters, but can instead
harness the collective will of
students by putting pressure on
administrators and presenting
a clear and united vision of a
more student-friendly campus.

The signs are mostly good
for the future, and I relish the
opportunity of reporting to
you, fellow student, on both the
achievements and shortcomings
of our elected representatives, in

a bid to inform you and make -

you aware of what is being done
in your name.

Best of luck to you all on
your finals and I hope you enjoy
the well-earned break when it
finally comes.

(14

Both sides of the ‘War on Tefror’

show signs of an expected

Continued from page 4

has written a book, Jerusalem
Countdown, in which he argues
that a confrontation with Iran
is a necessary precondition for
Armageddon and the coming of
the Messiah.

Although the Moshiach could
definitely come through death
and destruction, the Moshiach
could also very well sprout from
a world filled with good and
kindness. And this was, in fact,
the goal of the Chabad Student
Club’s presentation, for this is the
Lubavitcher Rebbe’s message to
the world.

For although the Biblically-
promised Moshiach could come
amidst awe-inspiring miracles,

CORRECTIONS

In a story published on Dec. 11, “Killer Coke Campaign Loses Leader, In Jeopardy,” The Statesman
reported that Anita Halasz, a member of Social Justice Alliance, resigned from her position. In fact, Halasz

is still a leader in the campaign against Coca-Cola Co. at Stony Brook. An email by Halasz was misinter-
preted as a resignation letter. The campaign against Coca-Cola at SBU will continue next semester with

Halasz. The rest of the facts in the story are without error.

FUN AND GAMES

Daily Sudoku: Thu 14-Dec-2006

see page 15 for answer

{c) Daily Sutdoku Lid 2006. All rights reserved.

easy
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Armageddon.

wonders, and even chaos, a mi-
raculous coming of Moshiach
could also be prefaced by a
gradual process of increasing
world goodness. It would be
then, during such a process, that
the spirituality of Moshiach be
revealed into the world via the
revelation of a person’s soul.
Since, by definition, the soulis a
piece of spirituality, it is a piece
of G-d. As such, it includes all as-
pects of G-dly revelation, includ-
ing the revelation of Moshiach.

This aspect of the soul is
called the “Spark of Moshiach,”
in a person. And there, in the
soul’s “Spark of Moshiach,”
there exists the eternal peace
and tranquility of the Messianic
Age. For there, in the “Spark of
Moshiach,” there is no war nor

- Rabbi Adam

hunger, no jealousy nor conflict.
For all that exists in the “Spark of
Moshiach” is the spiritual peace-
fulness of being one with G-d.

Accordingly, as the Lu-
bavitcher Rebbe explained, this
is something that can be expe-
rienced by each and every one
of us, if only one would embark
on a path of spiritual growth
that would connect them to
their soul’s “Spark of Moshaich.”
And thus, by igniting a world-
wide revelation of the “Spark of
Moshiach,” Moshiach could very
well come through mass acts of
goodness and kindness instead
of through the destruction of
Armageddon.

- Rabbi Adam Lubavitch
Youth Organization (Chabad)

CAMPUS HosTs

Continued from page 9

Kwanzaa is a vibrant cel-
ebration of African heritage and
family celebrated from Decem-
ber 26 to January 1. There are
seven days to Kwanzaa, with a
candle to represent a different
principle, or “Nguzo Saba,” for
each day. These include impor-
tant principles such as unity,
self-determination, and purpose.

Christmas marks the miracu-
lous day of Jesus’ birth on Decem-
ber 25. Traditionally Christmas is
celebrated with a tree and pres-
ents, but there are also important
symbols such as the Advent, the
Advent Wreath, and the Creche,
that many people do not think of
when they think of this holiday.

Rohatsu is a Buddhist holiday
celebrating the Enlightenment
of the Buddha Siddhartha Gau-
tama. This holiday is observed
on December 8 and is com-
memorated by meditation and
various Buddhist retreats. These
retreats are called Sesshin and are
usually held for up to eight days.

Diwali is an Indian holiday
literally translating to “a string

 FESTIVAL OF LIGHT

of lights.” This happy occa-
sion is celebrated with light
decorations and fireworks all
around. Diwali marks the New
Year and celebrates the different
forces of light over darkness.

Ramadan & Eid ul-Fitr marks
a month of fasting for Muslims.
This is a spiritual period for
Muslims that brings them closer

-to God. Fasting can be done not

only through not eating, but ab-
staining from other indulgences.

Chanukkah is a Jewish holiday
commemorating survival against
difficult odds. Judah the Macca-
bee restored the Temple of Jeru-
salem in 165 BC after it had been
ruined by Antiochus IV Ephiph-
anes king of Syria and overlord
of Palestine. The eight candles
are to represent the eight nights
that the light lasted in the temple.
This is special because there-was
only enough oil for one day.

All in all, this was a worth-
while event with great food,
educational resources, and a
wonderful performance. To see
the diversity and cultyral rich-
ness of Stony Brook, all you
need to do is look around you,

5
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= Seawolves
Sports

Think Talk

Think Talk

SBU Sports

l You’re pregnant?
You're frightened?

Please let us help. Life can be a wonderful choice.
Alternatives to Abortion.
Free pregnancy testing, information, counseling, and assistance.

Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or 1-800-550-4900

IndiFilm

SBU News

1 2: OOAM
f12 30AM
1:00AM

L

 at Stony Brook University

The Princeton Review MCAT Course

Course #4049-0
Wednesday/Saturday/Sunday
November 29 - March 31

This course will prepare students for the followmg MCAT tests:
April 7, 12, 16 and May 11

Discounts for Pre-Med Society members up to 25% off!
, , —
| The
Space is limited. Call today! | | Princeton
800-2Review | PrincetonReview.com — Review
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ATTENTION
FIRST TIME

- W Valid NYS Drivers License
W 9 Months Proof of Income
M Desire for New Car

No Co-Signer Necessary!

Mutreet ad.
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Christmas?

Two favotites from Dlsney Mo

Dead Man’s Chest and Cars, for the Holiday ¢ Season. ‘
~ . Courtesy fDrsney, and Pxxar Plctures -

By EL1zAzBETH Scisct
Asst. A&E Editor

With the holidays quickly
approaching and shopping time
rapidly narrowing down, it might
be helpful to step away from what
is currently happening on the
big screen, and take a look at the
newest releases on DVD. Buying
someone their favorite movie is

both a personal and thought- -

ful present to show that special
someone that you do, in fact, pay
attention. Better yet, even recent
releases will not burn a hole in
your pocket.

Starting with that younger
sibling or cousin, Disney’s Cars
made its debut in a widescreen
edition on November 7. This
Pixar classic, featuring the voice
talents of Owen Wilson, Bon-
nie Hunt, Paul Newman and
comedian Larry the Cable Guy,

Is assured to put a smile on any

child’s face. With a little some-
thing for everyone, Cars tells the
story of a up-and-coming young
racecar who must learn, with the

help of a crazy cast of automobile

characters, that there is more to
life than winning races to really
be considered a winner.

Also for younger audiences
is Barnyard: The Original Party
Animals, a computer-animated
Nickelodeon comedy that will ap-
pear on DVD December 12. With
a cast that includes ¢comedians
Kevin James and Wanda Sykés,
as well as veteran actor Danny
Glover, this movie offers a unique

twist on what really goes on at
the farm after the unsuspecting
humans are asleep. A simple but
humorous plot puts Otis the cow
(Kevin James), who was only ever
thought of as the life of the party,
in charge of the farm. Suddenly,
it is his responsibility to keep the
human tendencies of the animals
a well-kept secret and find the
courage to become a leader.
Bridging the gap between
children and adults, and suitable
for the literature buffs on your list
is The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe,
a magical tale based on the best-
selling novel series by C. S. Lewis.
This film is perfect as a winter-
land fantasy, telling the story of
a sibling band traveling through
the mythical land they discover at
the back of a wardrobe kept in the
house of a mysterious professor.

Together and along with talking

beasts, dwarfs and centaurs, they
help free the peaceful nation from
the grips of an evil ice queen.
Also appropriate for all ages
is the sequel Pirates of the Carib-
bean: Deadman’s Chest, coming
to DVD December 5, to launch
another Johnny Depp frenzy.
This movie is exciting, filled with
laughs and thrills, but take heed
when making this purchase as a
gift - the person you are buying

this film for should be a fan of

the originalsmovie, and in favor
of the making of a second and
third film. The ending is very
open ended - making room for a
third installment - and may make

LAL

DVDs!

‘viewers who are unfamiliar with

Disney’s ultimate goal to create
an adventurous trilogy annoyed
at such an inconclusive plot.
Also for the adventurous is
Superman Returns, already avail-
able for purchase as a two-disc
Special Edition and the Ultimate
Collector’s Edition. Fans of the
earlier movies with Christopher
Reeves will be pleased with the
performance of Brandon Routh,
who is almost a spitting image
with a similar acting style. Kate
Bosworth as Lois Lane, however, is
slightly less satisfactory, but does
not subtract from the movie’s
overall excitement and romance.
For some holiday silliness,

look for Talladega Nights: The

Ballad of Ricky Bobby, available
December 12. This latest Will Fer-
rell flick, also featuring Academy
Award-winning John C. Riley, and
Borat star Sasha Baron Cohen,
does not disappoint as amusing
and quotable, though still not up
to the comedic caliber of Ferrell’s
Anchorman: The Legend of Ron

Burgundy. Despite this, it seems |

the ideal choice for a fellow col-
lege student. ;

With these suggestions in
mind, shopping for the people in

- your life should be made slightly

easier with some movie magic.
Still don’t like what you see here?
Know that the cinema experience,
or maybe just the popcorn, is
worth more to a certain someone
than owning a DVD. Lowes and
United Artist Theaters offer gift
cards for tickets and snacks.

Google Book
Searchnow in
Microsoft Beta

y Suowt Gaogis Baok Seergd

{nfanmigtion for Publishie:

Gorgle Hofe

By TEjas GAWADE
Editor-In-Chief

Everyone has discovered the
benefits of Google’s Book Search.
If you haven’t yet, then you are
missing out on more than just

_another interesting technology

widget. Microsoft recently re-
leased the Book Search in beta,
which has the capability of chal-
lenging Google, something that
rarely shakes the Google world.
The new Live Search Books fixes
old bugs, but most importantly,
augments a search engine that is
for everyone, from the procras-
tinating college student to the
self-amusing pleasure reader.
The search was released on
Dec. 6. Although still a baby, it
is already catching on amongst
most professional organizations.
The search engine seeks through
keyword searches. It uses Mi-
crosoft’s book scanning project,

which works just like their Win-

dows Live Search. For now, the
database can be searched from
Microsoft’s beta home page.
There is also a category for it on
the main Windows Live Search
page, better known as vertical
search. Microsoft also added a
medical content related search,
which will likely quadruple its
search popularity.

- When the tool tests out of the
beta mode, Microsoft will incor-
porate all scanned publications
into its general search engine.
The bad news is that this may
take as long as six months. But
most software companies will
take that long for anything this
good. Now when you search for
Abraham Lincoln, the searches

will incorporate content types
together to give you more rel-
evant results. So, your search
results will prioritize historical |
books that might provide better
research material than an 11-
year-old’s book report.

My favorite aspect is the
“Search inside a book” feature.
Because of the option of full text
view, this feature is undeniably
user friendly. Using this, you can
search the full texts of scanned
books. The only limitation in
the beta release is that we can
only search through non-copy-
righted books that have been
scanned from the British Library,
the University of California and
the University of Toronto col-
lections.

Before you pout, be patient.
In the next month, Microsoft
will be adding books scanned
by robotic machines (how cool
is that?) to include the collec-
tions of the New York Pub-
lic Library, Cornell University
and the American Museum of
Veterinary Medicine. The next
release will include copyrighted
work with permission from their
publishers.

What hasn’t changed? Micro-
soft’s search engine allows full text
viewing, searching and printing,
as well as downloading in PDF
format, just like Google’s Book
Search. But, Microsoft guarantees
housing only non-copyrighted
works or soon copyrighted works
with publisher’s permission. So,
when you chose to use this book
search, you can be guaranteed to
be safe with work you use. S0, no
dirty suits will crop up as they
have with Google’s search.
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LIGHT UP YOUR
Hol'clag Season!

By REBECCA NEWMANN
Asst. A&E Editor

The Festival of Lights, the
multicultural holiday celebration
held in the SAC on December
6, was a great display of the
diversity here at Stony Brook.
Even as mature, educated col-
lege students, when we hear
the word “holiday,” we usually
just think of Christmas or Cha-
nukkah. Luckily at the Festival,
eight different holidays were
provided with equally interest-
ing (and tasty!) representation.

In addition to the eight tables
of food and information for each

holiday, members of different .

religious organizations/clubs
were present to sing, dance, and
proudly represent their heritage.

The eight holidays represented
were the Winter Solstice, Three
Kings Day, Kwanzaa, Christmas,
Rohatsu, Diwali, Ramadan &
Eid ul-Fitr, and Chanukkah.

The Winter Solstice is cel-
ebrated by Native Americans.
This holiday marks the coming
year and has to do with the re-
turn of the sun. People celebrate
through prayer and fasting.

Three Kings Day is celebrated
twelve days after Christmas on
January 6. This is a Christian
holiday for the three kings, Mel-
chior, Caspar and Balthazar,
who followed the star of Beth-
lehem to bring gifts to the baby
Jesus. This holiday is celebrated
mainly in Mexico and replaces
Christmas as a gift-giving time.

Continued on page 5

We Are Now Buying Your

Current, Your Old and Your
Used College Books...

65 Robinson Ave. 14 East Broadway

East Patchogue, NY 11772 | Port Jefferson, NY 11777 |
(631) 207-2353 | (631) 331-3349

, Tues, Fri: 85 Wed, Thurs: 8-8 Sat-%SUn'm Mon: 8-5 Tues,wed Thurs: 9-6 Fri, Sat%Sun 106
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Women
Wanted

SIZES
14 & UP

JEN WEAR PLUS
650 RTE 112
PORT JEFF. STA.

Just North of
Route 347 in
CALDWELL
BANKER
Shopping
Center

631 941 3548

.....

NOW OPEN!

Come see our great selections of
current fashions plus a continuous

flow of bargains...will be happy

to special order anything that we do not
carry in stock...

Employees of SBU Hospital and all students

of SBU receive a 10% discount at all times
Must show proper ID to qualify.

CAREER SUITS, DRESSES, SPORTSWEAR, ACTIVE WEAR,
BLOUSES, CAFTANS, PANTS, JEANS, SKIRTS, PANTIES, HAND-
BAGS, JEWELRY, COATS, SCARVES, SOCKS (also- socks for diabetics)

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Credit Cards Accepted

jenwearplus@aol.com

IT’S SURPRISINGLY BIG.

NEW 2007 CHEVY AVEO With 37 EPA estimated highway MPG. A standard iPod" input jack. And room to seat
five comfortably. The Chevy™ Aveo® LS Sedan is one surprisingly
mile/5-year Powertrain Limited Warranty.” Starting at just $12,515" LT as shown $14,125" Go big at chevyaveo.com

e Earn Substantial Income

Burn to Eam
BUYMORECANDLES.COM

e Work part-time

~ whileJn school

631-751-0330

Family Combo
Super Deep

5-5-5 Deal
2X Tuesdays

555 Deal
Get Three 1-Topping,

736 Rt. 25A
East Setauket

big car. And now, Aveo is backed by the GM® 100,000

ights reserved. **Whichever comes first. See dealer for details. 1TMSRP. Tax, title, license, dealer

U.S. and other countries,
Building Company, LLC. ©2006 GM Corp. Buckle up, America!

., registered in

fees, and optional equipment extra, The Empire State Building design is a trademark of Empire S'tate
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none of their groupies

Sony Ericsson
W810i Music
Phone

$9Q99

after $100 niail-in rebate debst card
with 2-year service agreement

m

(94 " NI

}E Scny Ericsson

UNY STONY BROOK
TUDENT DISCOUNTS

raising the bar

CALL‘1-866-C{-N‘GULAR =~ CLICK WWW.CINGl‘JLAR.COMv ~:C'MON.IN TO A STORE

INGULAR WIRELESS STORE

" SUNY Stony Brook i ¢ e ; 2 : :

2079 Smithhaven Plaza (next to Toys ‘A" Us) S : Smithhaven Mall (near Food Court)

Lake Grove, (631) 361-5060 o LakeG(ove, (631)979-1827

“Cingularasoimposes monthly a Regulatry st Recovery Charge o up o $1.25 o help defray costs incurred incompyingwith Sate and Federa tlecom reguation tate and FederalUniversal Senvice charges; and srcharges for customer-based and
revenue-based state and local assessments on Cingular. These are not taxes or government-required charges. A S e ein e m R .

Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Subscriber must live and have a mailing address within Cingular's owned network coverage area. Up to $36 activation fee applies. Equipment price and
muabimymmummmngmmmmWuﬂnmhﬁ-mmnmhmmwmmnﬁmmmmmwmmwmmmﬁm
mmmmmmmmwnmmusdmwummmmmius’mrmm')mmmmmmmmmamwmmmmmm
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HouipAy SpeciaL

~ The “War Against Christmas” Returns  Boged

F

have been painting "

A new front in the War on Christmas opened last
week, when it was revealed that Iragi insurgents
lappy Holiday Season"on

“

By WiLL JamEs
News Editor

Now, at the dawn of the new
millennium, a winter battle roars
that threatens to mark the birth
of a new age of unprecedented
secularism:. It is waged, of course,
in the frosted windows of our
bustling airports, in the color
pages of our wintertime 'ads,
and in the buzzing aisles of our
decked-out department stores.
“Score one for the good
guys,” Bill O’Reilly wrote on his
website, on Tuesday, Dec. 12. He
was celebrating the decision of
Seattle Airport to refrain from
removing Christmas trees. from
its ‘concourses. The airport in-
tended to do away with the trees,
initially, in the interest of being
politically correct, O’Reilly said,
but a public outcry persuaded
them to keep their decorations.
It was just another skirmish

in what someé, like O’Reilly, have

begun to call the War Against
Christmas. This conflict has be-
come a seasonal spectator sport
on television and radio news; it
is the defining characteristic of
Christmas in the new millen-
nium. The materialism thing is
old news, after all.

Some people, though, think
that the presence or absence of
Christmas. spirit doesn’t deserve
to be in the headlines. “Humbug
to those phony Christians who

roadside bombs and mortar shells.

think Christmas is all about
minimum-wage employees ut-
tering vapid niceties to glutton-
ous shoppers in mega-store foy-
ers and checkout lanes,” Wayne
Madsen, a columnist, wrote on
star-telegram.com on Dec. 10.

Madsen and O’Reilly duked
it out on The O’Reilly Factor
on Dec. 12, in the most recent
eruption of verbal violence in
the War Against Christmas. The
fight, though, has been heating
up since last year.

In 2005, Christian Conserva-
tives began to lash out against
department stores like Wal-
Mart, Target, Macy’s, Kmart,
Walgreens and Kohl’s for using
“happy holidays” instead of
“merry Christmas” in ads and
in-store promotions, according
to a recent article in the Chi-
cago Tribune. The advocates of
“merry Christmas” claim that
business and media are secular-
izing the holiday, dccording to
the Chicago Tribune. Many say
they intend to “put the Christ
back in Christmas.”

Even President Bush has
managed to stir the pot. Last year,
Christian Conservatives noticed
that the White House Christ-
mas cards, which were mailed
to 1.4 million of Bush’s friends
and supporters, wished them a
“happy holiday,” according to
the Washington Post. William
A. Donohue, president of the

Catholic League for Religious
and Civil Rights, is quoted in the
Washington Post as saying, “This
clearly demenstrates that the
Bush administration has suffered
a loss of will and that they have
capitalized on the worst elements
in our culture”

Last year’s controversy also
sparked a dogfight between two
media heavyweights: O’Reilly
and Nicholas D. Kristof, a Pu-
litzer-prize winning columnist
for the New York Times. “When
you've seen what real war does,
you don’t use the word lightly
to describe disagreements about
Christmas greetings,” Kristoff
wrote on Dec, 18,2005, in a New
York Times article entitled, “A
Challenge for Bill O’Reilly.”

Kristoff put O’Reilly on the
defensive by writing, “Perhaps
P'm particularly sensitive to re-
ligious hypocrites because I've
spent a chunk of time abroad
watching Muslim versions of
Mr. O’Reilly -- demagogic table-
thumpers who exploit public re-
ligiosity as a cynical ploy to gain
attention and money.” According
to mediamatters.org, which had
a transcription of some of the
Dec. 19 episode of the O’Reilly
Factor, O’Reilly responded by
saying, “So now I’'m Mullah
Omar. How nuts is this guy?”
and posting an image of his face
garnished with a superimposed
beard and turban.

On the same day that Kristof’s
column ran in the Times, Sam
Donaldson of ABC News accused
O’Reilly of playing up the War on
Christmas in order to boost rat-
ings, according to mediamatters.
org. And so, O’Reilly was further
put on the defensive.

This year, the message of the
White House Christmas card
hasn’t yet been reported. How-
ever, the tide seems to be turning
in O’Reilly’s favor. Wal-Mart,
Target, Macy’s, Kmart, Walgreens
and Kohl’s have all reverted back
to “merry Christmas” as a result
of the pressure they received last
year, according to the Chicago
Tribune. ;

69 percent of Americans pre-
fer “merry Christmas” to “happy
holidays,” according to a Nov. 24,
2006 poll by Rasmussen Reports,
a public opinion firm. 23 percent
prefer “happy holidays.” Ras-
mussen Reports surveyed 1,000
adults. .

The conflict is less partisan
than one might think. While 85
percent of Republicans report a
preference to “merry Christmas,”
61 percent of Democrats and 60
percent of independents share
the sentiment, according to Ras-
mussen Reports. ‘

So, it seems, the “merry
Christmas” movement is tipping
the scales in its favor. However,
Dec.'12’s O’Reilly Factor is proof
that this war is far from over.

After

‘Finals?
‘Read On.

_ Courtesy of islamonline net

By TEjas GAWADE
Editor-in-Chief

~ There are some events that
traditionally show up during the
Christmas break. For example,
a Candlelight House Tour is
sponsored by the Three Village
Historical Society. It is a walking
tour, conducted by candlelight
and focuses on historic buildings

-and homes in the Three Village

area. An annual Holiday Craft
Fair & Flea Market is held by
the Three Village Community
& Youth Services (CYS) at Ward
Melville High School.

A Holiday Festival takes place
at the Stony Brook Village Center.
It includes Holiday music, tree
lightings, and a visit from Santa.
Ward Melville Heritage Or-
ganization hosts a Promenade
of Trees at the Stony Brook Vil-
lage Center. Even the Setauket
Fire Dept. sponsors a Holiday
Parade.

If you don’t want to travel
far from Stony Brook, go to the
Holiday Gift Sale and Silent Auc-
tion. Sponsored by the hospital’s
Auxiliary, it will take place on
Monday, Dec. 11 from 9:00 AM
through 2:00 PM in the vendor
area by the deli.

Brookhaven Brite Nights
will take place nightly except on
Dec. 24 and Dec. 25 from 5:30
PM through 9:30 PM. You can
drive through a breath-taking
wonderland of lights at $12 per
carload. If this not for you, then
on Dec. 9 at 7:00 PM, attend a
Christman party, fundraiser, and
Chinese auction. The event will
take place at the Ronkonkoma
Fire District Building, opposite
Agnew & Taylor.
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‘What is

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Buddha Day?

By TrisHA BaruA
Associate Layout Editor

As a person who has friends with dif-
ferent religious backgrounds, I am able to
observe the different holidays they experi-
ence. In Islam, there is Ramadan, Hinduism

has Diwali, Christianity has Christmas, and
so on. Every religion I come across consists -

of holidays except for Buddhism. Although
I.am a Buddhist myself, I have never been
interested until now. Because of finals, I did
research the easiest way possible: Google.
So, I was able to discover the website:
buddhanet.net. It is a wonderful resource

-for anyone who is interested in Buddhism.

There is a section that is dedicated to the
various Festivals and Special Days for fol-
lowers of Buddhism around the world.

It seems there are many holidays
observed by Buddhists everywhere, and
many are different because of the varying
forms of Buddhism. Nevertheless, some
are universal. The most important holiday
celebrated by everyone is Vesak, or Buddha
Day. It is held on the day of the first full
moon in May, except in leap years, when it
is in June. On this day, a festival is assembled
to commemorate the birth, enlightenment,
and death of Buddha.

Another day is known as.the Buddhist
New Year. It is held on different days among
several ethnicities based on the calendar
they follow. For example, the Chinese,
Koreans, and Vietnamese follow the lunar

calendar.

There is a holiday called Magha Puja
Day, which takes places on the day of the
full moon of the third lunar month. It com-
memorates an important event in the life of
the Buddha: This event occurred early in the
Buddha’s teaching life.

According to Buddhanet, “After the first
Rains Retreat (Vassa) at the Deer Park at
Sarnath, the Buddha went to Rajagaha city
where 1,250 Arahats (Enlightened saints),
who were the Buddha’s disciples, without
prior appointment, returned from their
wanderings to pay respect to the Buddha.
They assembled in the Veruvana Monastery
with the two chief disciples of the Buddha,
Ven. Sariputta and Ven. Moggalana.”

Buddhanet also mentions, “The assem-
blyis called the Fourfold Assembly because
it consisted of four factors: all 1,250 were
Arahats, all of them were ordained by the
Buddha himself, they assembled by them-
selves without any prior call, it was the full
moon day of Magha month (March).”

A fourth festival is the Festival of the
Tooth. Every year, a special procession is
held for a relic of Buddha: his tooth. The
tooth is located in Kandy, Sri Lanka. It can
never be seen, and a temple is built for this

 memory of Buddha.

Even among these holidays, there are
many more types and versions. If anyone
is interested in finding out more about,
Buddhanet is recommended for anything
related about Buddhism.

TWO EIDS

Muslims
elebrate Too!

By SHANZA MALIK

Ice Princess

Many people associate this time of
year with colorful Christmas lights, warm
fires, and gift giving. Some people believe
that this is the most wonderful time of the
year because of the holiday spirit and the
anticipation of exchanging gifts.

As a Pakistani Muslim, I am often
asked what nationality and religion, as
well as what holiday I celebrate in place
of Christmas or Chanukkah. This leads
to a conversation in which I explain the
concept of Eid and how it is celebrated.

Fid is the name of a celebration, and
there are two that Muslims observe in a
year. The first Eid just passed in October,
following the holy month of Ramadan.
During Ramadan, Muslims fast and make
an attempt to get in touch with their spir-
ituality.

Eid ul-Fitr is the holiday following
Ramadan. It commences with a prayer
that is often performed in a Mosque, and
then celebratory feasting. Children are
often given money as-small gifts from
family and friends. Eid ul-Fitr is the Fid of
Feasting, since Fitr means “to break fast”,
and signals the end of Ramadan.

The second Eid is Eid ul-Adha, which
generally follows Eid ul-Fitr by 70 days.

This is the Eid of ‘Qurban’, or Sacrifice.
This Eid is in celebration of the willing-
ness of Prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his
son, Ishmael in the nameé of God (Allah,
in Arabic). Eid ul-Adha follows the Islamic
pilgrimage of Hajj, falling on the tenth day
of the Islamic month of Dhul Hijj.

After explaining my piece about these
two special celebrations that Muslims get
per year, people are often left stunned that

‘we don’t dress up a tree or light candles

for a given number of days. People often
ask if there is anything else to do during
these holidays.

To be quite frank, our holidays are
more about finding spirituality and prayer
than they are about celebration. There is
usually monetary exchange between par-
ents and children, however there is little

‘else. We pray and celebrate the history in

our religion. It is a chance to take a break
from the hubbub of life and concentrate
on family and religion. '

When it comes down to it, our holidays
may not always fall into the Season of Joy.
However when they come around, we
step back and enjoy our own season for a
day. Generally these Eids are three or four
day celebrations of family and religion,
however with the greatest importance put
on the first day of Eid, most celebrations
commence on this day.
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' Deelopmentai Disabilitie‘s Institute is ffrmg ,
New Employment Rewai’ds
$300 value‘

3E COUNSELORS

‘0*25431 2.30/hr}

$12 67-$15 21/hr}

ntal Disabilisies in our
andidates must possess
ef'd} along with a valid

N dilnfo org ECE - A

} Developmental
Disabilities
Institute

Between 21-31 years old i
516.939.BABY (2229)
lfranklin@eastcoastfertility.com

EAST COAST FERTILITY

Hruvin T & Agsocares

Little Miracles

’Ybe NeW Her ltage ID

At Port Jefferson Harbor

WALKING DISTANCE TO:
+ Viillage Shopping

* Restaurants

» Park and Playground

+ Nightclubs

+ Sport Fishing and Boating

* Port Jeff/Bridgeport Ferry

DRIVE IN MINUTES TO:

+ Port Jeff Train Station

+ Stony Brook University

* Mather & St. Charles Hospitals
* Islip/MacArthur Airport

OUR ROOMS FEATURE:

+ Color Cable TV

+ Telephone with Dataport & * Voicemail
* Internet Service

» Efficiency Rooms Available

SPECIAL WEEKLY &
MONTHLY RATES

631-473-2499 » www.portjeffheritagéinn.cbm
201 West Broadway ¢ Route 25A ¢ Port Jefferson
(Across from Harbor)

© Tel: (631) 6329750

LOOK WHERE
YOUR RESEARCH
CAN TAKE YOU

Announcing the Stony Brook University/
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
International Summer Scholars Program

Spend ten weeks abroad, working side-by-side with
a Howard Hughes International Research Scholar,
doing bhiomedical research—all expenses paid.

To be eligible you must be a Stony Brook
University undergraduate with a minimum 3.3 GPA.

Fellowship includes:

* Room and board
¢ Travel expenses
* 83,000 stipend

Application requirements:

¢ Transcript

¢ Prior or current research experience

¢ One letter of recommendation from
research mentor

¢ Completed application due January 15, 2007

. Repubnc of

. South Afnca

® Russia

* Slovak Repubhc
e Spain

- ® Switzerland
For applications and additional information, contact: ¢ L& 1 -l

LIGASE e Ukraine

Long Island Group Advancing Science Education ¢ Uruguay .
* Venezuela

STONY
BRES®K

STATE UNIWERSITY OF NEW-YORK.

E-mail: juimmo@notes.cc.sunysb.edu

www.stonybrook.edu/ligase

Stony Brook University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity
educator and employer.




OFFICIALS AND PHYSICIANS REACT
10 LAVALLE'S LEGISLATION

Continued from page 1

institution, Fine said, “Competi-
tion for NIH funds is fierce as
more grants are being applied
for, and the percentage of grants
awarded nationally has declined
dramatically. To weaken our
position in trying to get grants is
not good for us or our patients.
If a split takes place, the hospital
would have likely to replicate the
licensing technology func-
tion that currently exists
within the university, as well
as other infrastructure and
resources that the university
provides.”

Furthermore, for many
students who work at re-
search laboratories or partici-
pate in voluntary work, Fine
said, “Students will always be
welcome to volunteer. Par-
ticipation in research could,
however, be jeopardized.”

A testimonial statement
given by Interim SBUMC
CEO Fred Sganga on Dec.
11, 2006 affirmed the goals
of the university against the
potential legislative actions of
the State. The statement was
made to the Commission ori
Health Care Facilities in the
21st Century Report for the
Committee on Health of the
New York State Assembly.

Sganga said in his testimony;,
“The media and the public have
focused on the seismic changes
to hospitals across the state, in-
cluding proposed closings and
restructurings but our primary
concern is the Commission’s
policy recommendation that the
Commissioner of Health under-
take a comprehensive analysis
of the feasibility of privatizing
the teaching hospitals at Stony
Brook, Syracuse and Brooklyn.”

Sganga further elucidated,
“The best way to fulfill this mis-
sion for the 21st Century is to be
what we are: the ONLY hospital
thatis an integral part of a medi-
cal school on Long Island....We
don’t fit the Berger Commission’s
construct of hospitals in the
region because we are not like
others. We are fundamentally dif-
ferent from all other hospitals on
Long Island including those such
as North Shore and Winthrop
that use the term “university”
in their names however, they
do not have their own medical
schools.”

The Berger Commission is

the New York State Commission
on Health Care Facilities in the
21st Century, headed by Stephen
Berger, an investment banker,
and created by Governor George
Pataki and the State Legislature in
an effort to curb the rising costs
of healthcare throughout the
state. Sganga, in his testimony,
was responding to a report by
the Berger commission that
gave recommendations about

what course of action to take

with certain SUNY Institutions.
One of the recommendations,
as implied by the excerpt from
Sganga’s testimony involves the
privatization and restructuring
of SBUMC.

While the State has been
trying to ‘rectify’ the problem of
rising healthcare costs and while
university officials have been
adamantly opposed to any idea
that involves the word ‘split’ or
‘privatize, one SBUMC physician
has decided to voice his opinion
concerning the entire issue of the
relationship of SBUMC with the
University and the State.

Robert Parker, M.D., FAAP,
professor and vice chair of Pedi-
atrics for Academic Affairs, di-
rector of Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology, and associate director
of the Stony Brook University
Cancer Center, acknowledged
that there have been discussions
over the years about the ‘status’
of the hospital. _

Parker commented, “The
state system is slow, cumbersome,
and bureaucratic. Everything has
to go through Albany. It’s like
trying to turn an aircraft car-

rier.” The state system did not
allow SBUMC to adapt to the
marketplace.

As Parker noted, a simple
task such as adding an employee
could take as much as 6 months,
adding a piece of equipment
could take as much as a year. He
continued by stating that private
institutions, on the other hand,
have full control over their funds
and can perform the same tasks
in a fraction of the time.

As a result, Parker said, “Over
the past several years, there has
been a movement to become
more proactive. There’s been dis-
cussion in the legislature to make
the hospital more autonomous.”

Concerning the legislation
proposed by LaValle, Parker
could only surmise possible
reasons for its proposal. He said,
“If the legislation only creates a
new governing body for the hos-
pital, it’s likely that the changes
are more of a direct response to
the DOH rather than a means of
changing the hospital’s link to
the SUNY system.” Parker was
referring to the legislation as a
response to the recent violations
cited by the State Department of
Health (DOH).

Parker continued, “There is
the fact that Dr. Kenny doesn’t
have any medical experience.
Still, the recent involvement
of the press might have been
a factor. But the administra-
tive hierarchy has always been
this way since the hospital was
opened.” When he referred to the
press, Parker was commenting
on the recent string of articles in

Newsday, which have attacked
the management and leadership
of SBUMC.

In the process of contemplat-
ing what he believed could have
been contributing factors to LaV-
alle’s proposed legislation, Parker
did make several statements that
he affirmed resolutely.

Parker said, “Senator LaV-
alle’s legislation is intended to
benefit the hospital to make
sure it continues to benefit the
need of the people. LaV-
alle is a supporter of this
hospital. He understands
that we support the com-
munity. His district doesn’t
even include Stony Brook.
He should really be con-
cerned with Mather and
St. Charles.” By Mather
and St. Charles, Parker was
referring to John T. Mather
Memorial Hospital and St,
Charles Hospital, both of
which are located in Port
Jefferson.

Parker continued, “We
provide the largest amount
of indigent care in the
county. And we provide
the same level of care for
all patients. That is part our
mission. When patients go
to other private hospitals,
those with lesser paying
insurance are often given a
lower level of care” Parker admit-
ted, however, that it is difficult
to assess what will happen to the
academic programs, specifically
the School of Medicine.

Parker said, “When there is
cooperation between the hos-
pital and academic programs,
there is very little issue with
utilizing hospital and academic
resources. There is an alignment
with ‘the hospital and medical
school goals. With the creation
of a separate governirig body,
there is more opportunity for a
disconnect. It all depends on how
the governance is setup and how
much support the hospital will
give to its academic programs. It
depends on how the board sees
their position.”

As'an overall outlook, Parker
concluded, “There could be po-
tentially be no change at all, or
there could be small changes, or
there could be big changes.”

Fine, speaking on behalf of
the Medical School, stated, “We're
working diligently to maintain
the existing structure because it
works, and it’s a vital aspect of
the medical school”

CONTINUATIONS V7

Mild Weather
In Store

or

Wnter Breat

Continued from page 2

year’s winter weather outlook for

December to February 2006/2007,

the Northeast is in for a mijld
winter. '

The Northeast, Northern Mid-
Atlantic, Midwest, Northern Plains,
and Central Plains will experience
awarmer than normal winter. Now
this does not mean temperatures in
the 60’s every other day but it does
mean that the number of Artic
blast conditions will be fewer in
number.

Interms of precipitation, NOAA

is calling for equal chances of higher
or below normal precipitation
amounts for the east coast, but the
entire southern part of the United
States is predicted to have a wetter
than normal winter.

So what causes a warmer, cooler,
wetter, and/or drier winter? Many
have heard of El Nino Southern

Oscillation, or ENSO. These terms.

describe warmer than normal
conditions in sea surface tempera-
tures off the Pacific Coast of South

America. This oscillation creates’

a shift in the Jet Stream over the
United States.

The Jet Stream is a fast moving
river of air high above the surface
that acts like a conveyor belt for
the storms that move across our
nation. When El Nino is present,
this Jet Stream is shifted, and the
storm tracks concentrate in differ-
ent positions.

With the presence of a strong
El Nino pattern, the storm track of
the Jet Steam is predicted to move
off the Northeast, bringing a mild
winter. Because other factors affect
the position of the Jet Stream there
can be small uncertainty in season
prediction, but NOAA can be con-
fident in forecasting fewer bitter
cold outbreaks for the Northeast
this winter.

Although winter will be mild
it is still called winter for a reason
so keep out the mittens till the
spring!

For additional information and
sources used please visit: http://
www.noaanews.noaa.gov/sto-
ries2006/s2742.htm
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“How are you preparing
for finals?®”

Megan:
“Idon’t have

time to answer

your question—I

o | have to go study!” G

- By Tia Mansouri, Photographer on the Move
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Men's
Swimming
Wins Over
King's Point

By TEJAs GAWADE
Editor in Chief

The men’s swimming team went
against King’s Point on Dec. 9 in an
away game. The Seawolves won 130-109
against The United States Merchant

Marines Academy in a heated match.

Currently, SBU stands 5-2, having won
the last four games in a row.

The event began well with the SBU’s
team ‘A’ taking first place in the 200-yard
medley relay. The event, spearheaded by
Ruslan Safarov, Jon Sigurosson, Alexei
Smirnov and Alexander Kissel, had a
time of 1:37.37 against USMMA’s 1:40.02.

Kissel was also impressive when he won .

first place in the 50-yard freestyle with a
time of 22.02. He was followed by team-
mate Ozcan Omer, who had a close time
of 22.10.

Raphael Labour continued his sea-
son’s strong performance by winning
first place in the 200-yard freestyle with
a time of 1:47.32, beating USMMA’s time
of 1:49.64. He also won first place in
the 100-yard backstroke with a time of
52.57, beating USMMA’s time of 55.24.
Sigurosson also placed first in the 50-yard
butterfly with a time of 54.07 beating
USMM4{'s time of 54.48, K !

Unfortunately, USMMA took ﬁrst
second and third place in the 1000-yard
freestyle, and taking first and second
place in the 200 yard Individual Medley.
The spirit was raised with Byrce Cull-
inane winning first place in the 500-yard
freestyle with a time of 5:00.77, beating
USMMA's time of 5:00.82.

Alexander Demin had an impressive
first place win in the 1 meter diving with
a score of 188.25, and in the 3 meter with
a score of 179.90.

The Seawolves ended the meet with
a first-place win in the 200-yard freestyle
relay. Team ‘A, composed of Jake Dorf-
man, Ozcan, Kissel and Labour, had a
time 1:27.65 beating USMMA’s time of
1:31.50.

Statesman

en’s Basketball Steals

a Win On the Road

Victory over NJIT Snaps 3-Game Losing Streak

By SHONTO OLANDER
Staff Writer

In Monday’s road game in Newark,
New Jersey, the Stony Brook Seawolves
pulled off a hard-fought victory, 65-61,
against NJIT. The game went down to the
final minute, but the Seawolves were able to
hit key free throws to seal the win. Playing
solid and smart basketball, the Seawolves
had only 10 turnovers while forcing 21
from their opponent.

Stony Brook was lead by both Ricky
Lucas who tallied 17 points and 9 re-
bounds, and Andre Vanterpool, with 15
points and 5 rebounds. The Seawolves
also received strong bench play, getting 22
points from its reserves, while NJIT only
produced 9 points off its own. To round
out the impressive team effort was Eddie
Castellanos. Running the point well with
only 1 turnover and 5 assists, he had a

“SportsCenter”-worthy inbounds alley-
oop pass to Vanterpool in the middle of
the second half.

The Highlanders effort was lead by
Clayton Barker, who had a game high 19
points and 4 assists, and 17 points and 5
rebounds from Kraig Peters.

After taking a lead 58-50 with just
under 3 minutes left in the game, NJIT
put together one last run, outscoring the
Seawolves 11-5 to pull with in a basket.
The closest they would get would be the
2 points, as Stony Brook held on to seal
the win.

”Tonight our team was able to grind
out another road victory,” head coach Steve
Pikiell said, “Andre and Ricky were great for
us in the gameand I am glad to leave this
gym with a win.”

Starting out the first half hot on a 12-2
run, Stony Brook seemed to already have
the game in control by the first few minutes

of the game. After a time out by NJIT, the
home team quickly turned things around,
slowing down Stony Brook’s offense while
creating easier shots and getting to the foul
line. NJIT’s Highlanders were able to finish
out the half only down by 24-26. It wasn’t
the prettiest first half, with both teams
shooting poorly; Stony Brook only hit 40%
and the Highlanders 33% from the field.

For the second half, as hard as Stony
Brook tried, they just couldn’t seem to
escape. The two teams exchanged baskets
until the 5:39 mark when it was tied up at
50. Stony Book then went on a little run of
its own of 8 unanswered points. Before the
Seawolves could relax, however, the home
team bounced back, setting up an exciting
finish for both the fans and players.

The Seawolves will look to reach .500
when they battle on the road-against Dart-
mouth in Hanover, New Hampshire this
Thursday. Tip-off is at 7:00PM.



