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There's good news for red
wine connoisseurs everywhere.
According to new research, drink-
ing more than three glasses of red
wine a week reduces the risk of



Long Term Stay Rates Available
* FREE Hot Deluxe Breakfast
* FREE High Speed Wireless Internet
* FREE Shuttle Service to SBU, Islip MacArthur Airport & Train
* FREE Indoor Pool & Fitness Center
* FREE Microwave/Refrigerator in Every Guest Room

Adora Svitak: A Child Prodigy Speaks
"Read to Understand, Write to Learn" -Adora

Friday, November 10, 2006, 7:00 pm
Saturday, November 11, 2006, 3:00 pm

Wang Theatre

Speaker and humanitarian, the author of more than
400 stories, an internationally published writer-all at
age 9! Adora Svitak, child prodigy and literary genius,
and her mother Joyce, inspire us to read, write, and
learn. She enthralls you with imaginative stories about
spirited girls and fantastic journeys in exotic locales,
and regales you with her big ideas on strong, smart
female protagonists, history, and how humans should
live in harmony and peace. Dubbed by Diane Sawyer
of Good Morning America "a tiny literary giant."
Book signing and reception to follow.

For more information about Adora Svitak, please visit http://www.adorasvitak.com

General Admission: $5 includes reception

Reservations highly recommended.
Please reserve your tickets by e-mailing

wangcenter@stonybrook.edu or call (631) 632-4400.

STONY
BR4I\ K
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

For more information on this event and other upcoming Wang Center Asian and Asian
American Programs, visit our Web site: www.stonybrook.edu/wang. The Charles B.
Wang Center is located at Stony Brook University, NY 11794, and is open to the public
Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. To sign up for our mailing list, please e-mail us
at wangcenter@stonybrook.edu. Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Educator and
Employer. For a disability-related accommodation, please call (631) 632-1941.
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NEWS

NYPIRG Aims to Mobilize Students
to Vote in Midterm Elections

BY JOSH SEIDMAN
Staff Writer

The election season is once
again upon us. This is the time of
the year when county, state, and
national offices are voted upon.
The outcome of these votes usu-
ally determines the direction our
nation is going to head up until
the next year's elections. For this
reason alone, it is vital for all who
are eligible to vote, to do so, and
exercise their right to be a part of
the democratic process.

It is important for the young
adults of the country to vote and
have their opinions heard. How-
ever, with the amount of school
work and obligations that make

Continued from page 1

urer for the Student Blood Drive
Committee, commented, "We've
been trying to spread the word."
Hyun herself had volunteered
in blood drives throughout her
high school career and wished
to continue contributing to this
cause in college..

Bomy Hwang, Public Rela-
tions Officer for Student Blood
Drive Committee reported that
as a 6th grader in Korea, she
was motivated by American Red

up a typical student's day, it is
difficult for the members of this
age group to truly explore and-
examine the candidates running
for office.

Who am I voting for? What
does this candidate stand for?
Will his or her beliefs coincide
with my own and make life bet-
ter for myself and the people I
care about?

This is where the New York
Public Interest Research Group
(NYPIRG) steps in. NYPIRG is
New York State's largest student-
directed consumer, environ-
mental, and government reform
organization. This group is dedi-
cated to mobilizing student vot-
ers and providing non-partisan

Cross workers who came to her
school to speak about donating
blood. Maurice, now a senior,
initially started volunteering at
the blood drives as a freshman
and continued to support the
Student Blood Drive Commit-
tee.

Maurice said, "There's always
a shortage of blood, especially
during the summer months.
Here students don't have to
travel too far to really help
someone out."

Aside from these periodic

voter information. The members
of this organization want to em-
power students, extend a hand
to the campus community, and
have the local and state politi-
cians listen to and take the stu-
dents seriously.

Last year the members of the
organization registered more
than 16,000 students to vote,
nearly 3,000 of those being Stony
Brook students. They are looking
to surpass that total in this year's
election.

NYPIRG believes that it is es-
sential for the students to learn
which candidates have ideals
and visions similar to their own
before they cast their ballot.
That is why NYPIRG are going

blood drives, donations can be
made any day of the week at the
Stony Brook University Medical
Center (SBUMC) Blood Bank.
The Blood Bank is open on L5
of the hospital from Monday to
Friday 8:30AM to 8:00PM.

While blood donated at the
Blood Bank is reserved for pa-
tients of SBUMC, the blood
donated at either the previous
SAC Blood Drive or current
Residential Blood Drive will be
available to people in need all
over Long Island.

Residential Blood Drive Schedule
Day Time Location

Monday 6th 6:30PM to 12:00AM Kelly and Mendelssohn Quads

Tuesday 7th 6:00PM to 10:00PM Tabler Quad

Tuesday 7th 6:30PM to 12:00AM H Quad

Wednesday 8th 6:30PM to 12:00AM Roth Quad and West Apts.

Information provided by the Student Blood Drive Committee.

to be handing out flyers and
information to SBU students on
this year's elections on Monday,
November 6.

The goal of this event is to get
students to register to vote and to
inform them of the backgrounds
and the stands of each of the
various candidates running in
the elections. Because this year is
a federal election year, members
of NYPIRG believe that it is vital
for students to get involved in the
election process.

On Tuesday November 7,
between 6AM and 9PM in SAC
Ballroom B, any student who
is registered to vote on campus
is welcome to come and utilize
their constitutional right.

Red
Wine

ReducesCancer
. . L A .

Risk
Continued from page 1

found a relation between red wine
consumption and a reduced risk
of various forms of cancer, includ-
ing breast cancer, prostate cancer,
and leukemia, in animal and hu-
man studies.

However, according to plant
agriculture professor at the Uni-
versity of Guelph in Ontario,
Canada, Gopi Paliyath, "It may
be a combined action, not only
one particular component doing
something," he said, referring to
the other polyphenols, or anti-
oxidants, also found in red wine
that may inhibit the growth of
cancerous cells.

Despite its protective effects,
Anderson advises people against
taking red wine for this reason
alone. When asked which patients
he recommended for red wine
consumption, he responded, "I
don't recommend drinking red
wine unless you are drinking
already (i.e. beer or vodka) and
then you should stop drinking
or switch to red wine. Wine, like
other alcohol, is toxic, probably in
doses higher than 1 glass per day,
to the brain, heart and liver."

Blood Drive Seeks
Student Support
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RayofLightR fAwards Ceremony

Tuesday, November 7, 2006
Student Activities Center Ballroom A

4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Refreshments following Awards presentation.

Join us as we celebrate the achievements of Stony Brook
students, faculty, and staff who exemplify the spirit of giving.

This year's Ray of Light Award honorees are:
o r Larissa Figari
N n Dental student

For her volunteer work on behalf of the families of Berivotra, Madagascar.W David Krause, Ph.D.E Distinguished Service Professor, Anatomical Sciences
For creating the Madagascar Ankizy Fund, to provide education and health

O a care for the children of Madagascar and their families.P0
Z Sarah Schlegel, M.D.

Resident, Department of Pediatrics
For bringing a national early literacy program to three Stony Brook
University pediatric satellite clinics; for creating the Pediatric Resident
Educators; and for co-founding the Smile Network.

Chris Summers
40 Physician Assistant (Class of 2006)2 For his international relief efforts, including providing emergency medical

, i treatment to earthquake victims in Pakistan.

ci a Stony Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps
C ~For providing the highest standard of emergency care to Stony Brook-
o University and the surrounding communities, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

STaNY
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n_ aStony Brook University, SUNY is an affirmative action/equal opportonity edocator and employer.
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Cotwtesy of Statler Center ~or the Arts

By NANITHiA DAs
staff writer

On Oct. 27, Stony Brook Uni-
versity hosted Anoushka Shankar,
daughter of the world renowned
sitar player, Ravi Shankar, at the
Staller Center for the Arts. The
Recital Hall radiated a warm
ambience that complemented
the night's magnificent perform-
ance, highlighted by Shankar's
grace, talent and elegance.

Accompanying Shankar (si-
tar), were Jesse Charnow (drums),
Clarence Gonsalves (bass), Ravi-
chandra Kulur (flute), Kenji Ota
(tanpura), Leo Dombecki (pi-
ano), and Tanmoy Bose (tabla).
An extremely talented young
vocalist, Aditya Prakash, was also
present. The music was a mix
of eastern rhythm and western
flavor.

The sitar is a string instru-
ment, where plucking lengthens
and shortens the strings, creating
various moods. It is usually asso-
ciated with calmness, peace, and
meditation. The tanpura, a drone
instrument, provides a reference
note to which all other notes are
matched. The tabla, consisting of

two drums, one for each hand, is
a percussion iiistrument used for
'Taal,' which is the beat or time
measure.

Indian Classical Music is di-
vided into Southern and North-
ern Classical, Hindustani and
Carnatic, respectively. The dif-
ferences between them lie in the
styles of vocal execution, as well
as instrumental accompaniment.
In Hindi, microtone, or "Shruti,"
makes different compositions
sound unique. There are 22
Shrutis.

In Hindustani music,
Shankar's forte, the main musical
dialogue or movement is called
"Raag'" composed from any of ten
parent scales: various combina-
tions using the seven basic notes,
known as the "Saptak": Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Dha and Ni. Variations of
notes, "Vikrit" or displaced notes
include sharp,"Tivra," and flat,
"Komal."

The performances included
"Prayer in Passing," "Voice of
the Moon," "Red Sun," "Ma-
hadeva," and other selections
from Shankar's newly released
album, Rise.

All the selections were crowd

pleasers, but the best routines
were "Voice of the Moon" and
"Mahadeva." "Voice of the
Moon," set to "Teentaal," or 16
beat measure, the most common,
was based on a South Indian
composition, and had excellent
presentation and execution.

When the tempo, or "laya,"
quickened, you could see
Shankar's enthusiasm, passion
and love for the art. Bose (tabla)
is extremely proficient and highly
impressive. His fingers played so
fast that they were a blur. In fact,
all of the other accompaniments
are worth special mention too.

"Mahadeva,' written by Ravi
Shankar, was one of the first
compositions that Anoushka
Shankar learned as a child. "Ma-
hadeva," another name for Lord
Shiva, is one of the trinity in
Hinduism, commonly known as
the "destructor."

In ancient mythology, Ma-
hadeva is the creator of dance,
and is famous for his "Tandava"
dance. "Mahadeva" commences
with extremely intense percus-
sion and strings, which the audi-
ence praised.

The evening's performance

was appreciated by all who at-
tended. Rupert Hopkins and his
wife, who heard about Shankar
on the National Public Radio,
were very satisfied. Hopkins
commented, "She's magnificent
with her own work. [I was]
listening to the CD in the car,
but she's even better in person.
It's very rare to be able to sit so
close to an international music
figure. The Staller Center is a
great venue and provides such
great opportunities."

Fusion, a blend of classical
Indian and popular western,
and often considered a dilution
of tradition and culture, is not
always enjoyable, but this was an
exception. Her music is inevita-
bly compared with her father's,
but she can definitely hold it on
her own.

Few of us are blessed. with
such talent, or the ability to
overcome that curse of medioc-
rity. When she started playing, I
was immediately moved to tears.
She has a charm that moves the
heart, and creates ripples within
you, and it's quite inexplicable,
unless you were there to observe
and experience.
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HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER
School of Health Technology

and Management

Call Candace Golightly at The School of
Health Technology and Management
(631) 444-3247 to learn more about
Clinical Laboratory Science and
the CLS Program.

Application Deadline: March 15, 2007

www.hsc.stonybrook. edu/studserv/applyhsc.html

* Do you love to solve mysteries?
* Do you have a passion for science?

* Are you intrigued by a health profession that
helps physicians solve real-life mysteries?

* Are you interested in a licensed health career
that now has a 14% vacancy rate and will have
a greater vacancy rate by the time you graduate?

"The human body is a complex mystery As a skilled scientist, I perform tests on basically
anything that once came out of the body, in a variety of ways that would probably surprise
you. It's very rewarding to know how much the healthcare team relies on me to diagnose
and treat patient diseases, conduct cancer research, or perform forensic testing in national
or state crime labs. I even help identify toxic agents such as anthrax in cases of bio-terrorism.
And they actually pay me to do this..." Candace Golightly, Clinical Laboratory Scientist.

THE AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY
OF PARIS
knowledge, perspective, understanding

SoUJINNIPIAC U:

SUNDAY - FRIDAY,
4 - 7PM & 10 PMTOCLOSE.
BAR1ONLY.

MIGHTY MOUTHFULS AT ITTY B TTY PRICES.
ALL SNACKS ARE $1.99 OR $2.99.
SO MUCH O SO LEST.1943

CHICAGO GRILL
Ut:
'  
U: t h ~Gi P r. the U. .. .:, -,, .... r,±. .is Gt,'. ed t.de as }of .P .. .:. :,": i.--; U ic C, '. ii+ .."p .,"a io . ,' r .6

Summer 2007 in Paris
A multitude of undergraduate, credit-bearing courses

oTwo 5-week Sessions
0 Fast Track Intensives www.aup.edu
0 French Immersions

ICl

E

O

Z

-c
C
0

E

0



7

Spring semester is just around the corner, and there are many

more things to pay for-books, lab and activity fees, room and

board, a new laptop. If you have already explored the federal

student loan options available to you but are still in need,

consider a GMAC Bank Education Loan.

With a GMAC Bank Education Loan you can get up to $4o,ooo*

to help fill any gaps in your school financing. You have the

option to make no payments while you're in school** and you

can have a check mailed to you in about a week.

Visit us online at www.GMACBankLoans.com

or call 1-8oo-641-9146 today to apply for

your GMAC Bank Education Loan.

All loans are subject to application and credit approval.

*Undergraduate and graduate borrowers may borrow annually up to the lesser of the cost of attendance or $30,000 ($40,000 for certain schools where the annual cost of attendance has been

determined to exceed $30,000). Borrowers in the Contuning Education loan program may borrow annually up to $30,000.

** Undergraduate students may choose to defer repayment until six months after graduation or ceasing to be enrolled at least half time in school. Interest only and immediate repayment options also

available. Graduate loan repayment is automatically deferred. Continuing Education loan repayment varies with program type.

GMAC Bank reserves the right to change or discontinue this program without notice.

GMAC Bank Education Loans are not guaranteed by the federal government and are not classified as federal loans.

© 2oo6, GMAC Bank, Member FDIC. All rights reserved.This work contains copyrighted materials owned byThe Education Resources Institute, Inc. and The First Marblehead Corporation.

/hr

Get some money.
Do some good.
Become a PASS tutor.

NOW. I DON'T WANT YOU
TO WORRY, CLASS. THESE

TESTS WILL HAVE NO
EFFECT ON YOUR GRADES.
THEY MERELY DbETERMINED

YOUR FUTURE SOCIAL

STATUS AND FINANCIAL

SUCCESS. IF ANY.

15 positions available

A- or better required
for each course you want to tutor in

Come into SAC 202 and fill out an application.
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UNIVERSITY CAFE
PRESENTS:

LYN N -A LES

By SHANZA MALIK
Arts and Entertainment Editor

It's easy to tell she's a down-to-earth,
liberal, folksy singer/songwriter right off
the bat. With her compassionate smile
and love for black boots, Lynn Miles
claims the one famous person she'd like to'
meet is George Bush - simply to ask him
what he's doing, since she obviously dis-
approves. She starts off her mini-concert,
held at the University Cafe, by saying "I
just need to feng shui for a moment."

The atmosphere is laid back and
casual, mainly because the music itself
is targeted to a mature audience. Red
lights light up the stage as Lynn carefully
sets herself up, cradling her guitar in her
hands.

With influences including Leonard
Cohen, Joni Mitchell, and Tom Waits, it
was bound to be an extraordinary show.
There was no set list. Miles, having written
upwards of 500 songs, claims she doesn't
have any idea of what she wants to sing,
saying she "likes to just wing it" while
in front of an audience. Not only is this
gutsy, but she is not backed up by a band
nor background singers. "Nope, it's just
me and my guitar and my harmonica,"
she adds with a girlish grin.

So far, Miles' list of achievements is
not a short one. Claiming to have started
singing when she was only 6 months old
- "My mother knew I was asleep in my
crib when the singing stopped," - she has
now reached epic levels in Canada. Miles
has released six albums in the United
States, Canada and Europe, and has won

the Juno Award in Canada, equivalent to
an American Grammy Award. Not only
has she achieved the much longed-for
fame that many of us only dream about,
she says, "I feel very fortunate because I
get to do what I love. It's not about be-
ing wealthy, it's about being happy." So,
money can't buy everything.

Saying she doesn't do tours, "fly-ins"
allow you to see what type of a person
Lynn Miles is - easy-going yet spontane-
ous, much like her audience. It is also
very clear that she is comfortable with
her audience, and has a great interaction
with them. She picks up her guitar to start.
singing, but then pauses and asks, "Would
anyone mind if the TV was turned off?" A
few giggles from the audience erupt, then
cheers when the box is finally shut off.

Miles begins strumming, pauses again
to, enter in a quick anecdote, "It reminds
me of my youth when I played in restau-
rants and the TV would always be on.
One time I played with a heavyweight
fight and volume was up!" The audience
laughs again and Lynn strums her guitar,
and then apologizes, "I've been driving
alone a lot, so I'm quite chatty, I think
I'm ready to start now."

All of her songs have the same nos-
talgic quality to them. They are all
reminiscent of the past, of love lost or
remembered. All have a uniquely autumn
quality, due to her folksy guitar playing,
and her alto voice. Most of her songs are
love or memory based, so I asked her
earlier whether she has written any politi-
cal songs, she responds with, "I haven't
written any yet."

By AMY DRAGANI
Staff Writer

It's almost that time of year - in just a
few weeks the last of the leaves will have
fallen, the snow will have begun drifting
in, and there will be absolutely no ques-
tion of whether or not you need a coat.

When the streets are ice-glazed and
it's so bitterly cold that even that extra
time you allow for your car to warm up
still won't take the chill out of the air, the
only thing that will put a smile on your
wind-burned face is the perfect coat.

A personal favorite this season is the
longer, sometimes more formal pea coats
and belted coats. Pea coats are always
preferred because they are neat, chic,
and, since they are double-breasted and
traditionally wool, very, very warm. Come
on now, sailors were the original pea coat
trendsetters, how could you go wrong?
This season, there are a lot of choices
with the pea coat - the more traditional
mid-length, knee-length designs, and-
A-line cuts.

Belted coats are gorgeous because
they are so elegant and figure flattering.
With the vast choices of styles and colors
this season, you can't go wrong. The
length, however, is somewhat standard at
mid-length. Any shorter and it would be
casual, any longer and it might suggest a
raincoat.

The choices in shape, color, and print
are endless! Some are more conservative
than others, just sporting a few small
buttons in the same shade as the fabric,
and a thin belt with a clasp. There are
choices that are a bit flared at the bottom
and some with a few pleats. Adding a belt
to a solid piece of fabric cinches at the
waist, which creates really classic-look-
ing curves.

There are, of course, several styles of
short coats for this year as well. Short
coats can be very sporty and versatile in
vinyl quilt, wool-blend, and plaids. Also,
some styles are a little more street-chic,
maybe not for everyday wear. The use
of subtle color, ruffles, embroidery, and
leather create a variety of coat styles that
are just dying for a night out with skinny
jeans and pumps.

This is a great time to shop for a coat
because every store knows you need one.
Department stores are a sure thing: Macys,
Bloomingdales, Nordstrom - you'll find
what you're looking for. Also try your
favorite clothing or specialty stores like
H&M, American Eagle, Forever 21, Hol-
lister - you might find something a bit
trendier than you'll find in a department
store. My favorite coat closet? Victori-
assecret.com. Prices vary depending on
your fancy, but the cuts and colors are
beautiful.

Stay warm!
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NEWS CONTINUAT

"Campus Dining can always be improved..
Lisa Ospitale, Marketing Director for Campus Dining Services

Continued from page 1

Dining Services, the Dept. "comes
in randomly ... purposely to see

things in everyday action. Roth
was done within a year. So, the
dates on the website may not be
the most accurate because the
website's not updated, maybe,
by the Suffolk County Board of
Health."

In response to the fact that
most of the violations are tem-
perature-related, Ospitale said,
"Any temperature issue is seri-
ous, whether it's a degree or two
degrees, we take it very seriously."
Angela Agnello, the Director of
Marketing and Communications
at FSA, added, "If you go to the
SAC at 10, 10:30, if you're trying
to switch over between the break-
fast and the lunch, you'll see [the
staff] putting the ice in before
they put the salad bar items in.
That's done every day."

In addition to the random
inspections by the Dept., Cam-
pus Dining does its own per-
sonal inspections. Ospitale said,

"Chartwells is the food service
company on campus. And Cafe
Spice does Jasmine. Just like
the Harriman Cafe, a graduate
student organization runs it."
Ospitale added, "The University
Cafe is now run by Chartwells,
but is overseen by the Graduate
Student Organization." .

In response to the Dept.'s
complaint about the inadequate
space in the SAC, Agnello said,
"At this time, our renovations
are really focused on Roth Din-
ing. But, once Roth is renovated
and they have more food serv-
ice available there, I think that
should take some of the pressure
off from the SAC because there
will be a brand new eatery on
campus where people can go."

Campus Dining hopes to
take some pressure off from the
SAC by making the Union and
Roth Cafeteria the new hubs for
dining. The Bleacher Club and
the End of the Bridge restaurant
will be renovated by next fall.
Roth renovation will start in the
summer of 2007, and will con-

tinue for over a year, ready for
unveiling by the fall of 2008. The
Union will also have a Starbucks
by that time.

Agnello said, "The gift cer-
tificates and the coupons, [make]
people come [to the Union]."'
These discounted offers, such
as free fountain drinks with a
purchase at places other than
the SAC, are targeted to ease the
congestion of student traffic at
the SAC during the day.

In response to the possibil-
ity of a future SAC expansion,
Ospitale said, "When it comes
to renovations and expansions,
it's not a simple process. It's
not Campus Dining/Chartwells
saying we're going to pick this
place because we're a food serv-
ice company on campus. Any
renovation plans must come
through the University. Because
any renovations that occur stays
on the University, where one day,
[if] Chartwells is not here, and
somebody else is here:"

Chartwells/Campns Dining
has identified 24 core areas of

safe food handling and sanitation
in compliance with the Dept.'s
health guidelines. They have also
outlined 4 core objectives: recon-
firming immediate corrective ac-
tion for every violation, training
of campus dining managers in
mid-November, instituting long-
term solutions, and reviewing
repairs and equipment upgrades
with FSA.

Campus Dining has also re-
solved a student-manager dispute
that led to removal of copies of
the Statesman issue featuring
an article reporting the health
violations. On Wednesday, Oct.
24, a student, Mai Sequeira, con-
fronted the SAC dining manager
after he witnessed her removing
stacks of the paper from the caf-
eteria and the main lobby.

Ospitale added that "regard--
less of the manager's intentions
... Dennis Lestrange under-
stands, and so does the manager
and everybody else, that it was
wrong. [The manager's] staff and
all of our staff have been spoken
to about how to handle it in the

future." Both the manager and
the student have since spoken to
each other, and have apologized
to each other.

Ospitale said that "Campus
Dining can always be improved
and that is why we rely on feed-
back from our customers."A res-
olutions committee is currently
in place to address food-related
concerns and issues, and new
menu items and concepts. The
committee is composed of FSA
management, campus adminis-
trators, Chartwells management,
and Student Representatives.

Every food place has a man-
ager on duty, usually accompa-
nied by an assistant manager.
They are responsible for daily
inspections, and daily feedback.
Students may approach them
at any time. Student consumer
advocates also serve as the liaison
between customer comments
and Dawn Villaci, the Customer
Advocate Manager. Every dining
location is also equipped with a
comment card box for customer
feedback.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

RE: "On the
Existence of an

Afterlife"
Continued from page 12

But I digress, as you have. It is my
guess that we seek higher things
in life, and ask questions like
this, because we have been vitally
fulfilled. We all have enough to
eat and drink, so we concern
ourselves with problems and ideas
of increasing complexity. If you
had to hunt for your food all day,
you'd probably spend less time in
reflection (cf. Maslow's hierarchy
of needs). Being that you have
clothing, heat, shelter, water, en-
tertainment, and at times a surfeit
of one or all of these, you're bound
to start using that advanced hu-
man brain of yours to plan and
think too far to the future.

I blame the forebrain for all
this mess. We have the ability to
make plans, and now we've got
ourselves thinking that there
should always be something that
comes after. In sum, yes, life does
seem somewhat arbitrary and

pointless, but where is the logic
or reason behind your assump-
tion that it should be anything
but? Maybe the "point" of life is
whatever you make it to be. And
maybe that's depressing (as your
scary rhetoric suggests); fine, but
it's what our lives actually are. We
forgo "putting a bullet [in our]
brains;" because this is not a cha-
rade. It's the sad consequence of
just a little too much intelligence.

Flies can't think, so they don't.
We can think, so we follow our hu-
man routine and -occasionally -
stick our heads up long enough to
see what's going on and fruitlessly,
pointlessly question the cause and
purpose of life and existence, but
don't forget for a minute that for
every article written we spend a
week without questioning any-
thing but what's for lunch, what's
on TV, and who we could date.

Best,
Chaz
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12 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Analysis of the USG Fall
2006 Elections

BY EsAlw AL-SHAREFFI
USG Senate Recording Secretary

Dear Editor,

The most recent USG elections
have ended, with the results pub-
lished and displayed outside SAC
202. In brief, two out of the four
open CAS Senate seats have been
filled by the Reform Party (with the
two others going to independents,)
Anwer Adeel has been elected as
Freshman Class Representative,
the various USG Constitutional
Amendments passed overwhelm-
ingly, and students rejected a
proposal to decrease the student
activity fee.

The most striking feature of the
elections was the incredibly low
turnout, with less than 750 stu-
dents voting out of a total elector-
ate of some 15,000 undergraduates,
a miserably low 5% turnout figure
that would shame any"democracy."
Part of the blame must be ascribed
to the general apathy of students,
but the overwhelming burden for
this failure is on the Undergraduate
Student Government as a whole.

Most students I spoke to were
not aware of the elections, while

others did see the signs but did not
care to vote. It is the government's
responsibility to prove to the elec-
torate that there is value in voting
for USG officers and on USG is-
sues, and for the government to
prove that it can be relevant, active,
and effective. The overwhelming
majority of students, however,
seem to have no confidence in
USG's role as an advocate to stu-
dents and a representative of their
interests.

The low turn out has massive
implications on the legitimacy of
the current government and in
its ability to negotiate and lobby
on behalf of students. Who would
take the USG President or the USG
Senate seriously if they speak out
on an issue, claiming to represent
the will of the student body?

These results should be a seri-
ous concern to any advocate of
students rights and it is imperative
that the USG develop a "marketing
strategy," in which the government
spends most of its time tackling
important issues close to the hearts
and minds of students and showing
real and tangible results, moving
away from internal matters, paper
shuffling, and other bureaucratic

rubbish which may bring untold
joy to our representatives but to
which students could not care
less about. At the same time, USG
must advertise its successes and
its achievements, so that students
understand the utility and worth of
their government and take a more
active part in supporting it.

The most recent ballot also ad-
dressed the hotly debated issue of
reducing the student activity fee,
and students voted 457 in favor
and 282 against the proposal,
causing it to fail due to the lack
of a 2/3 majority. It is interesting
that this proposal received the
most votes compared to any other
on the ballot, perhaps reflecting
that a sizeable number of students
logged on to SOLAR specifically to
cast their vote in opposition, and I
wish to thank these students from
the bottom of my heart on taking
that step.

By rejecting the almost negli-
gible $1.75/semester fee decrease,
the USG now has a good chunk
of funding that should be used in.
a productive manner, perhaps as
part of a campaign to reduce the
cost of food on campus, wherein
the funds could be used to man-

age several "one-day" strikes on
campus food locations, as part of a
strategy to negotiate for lower food
prices. Even if the most modest
success is achieved, perhaps a 3%
reduction in overall prices, this will
translate to a savings of a great deal
more than $1.75/semester for each
student.

Alternatively, the money can be
used to fund some useful, creative
programs, such as the recently
approved "P.A.S.S. Act" which is
designed to provide free one-on-
one tutoring for students. It is up
to the USG Senate to consider these
and many other options and decide
upon an intelligent strategy. Fail-
ing that, it will be up to students
to reassert their power and shame
the Senate by doing its work for
it - essentially by coming up with
programs and ideas that we have
elected our representatives to deal
with on our behalf.

A final note, there was no USG
Senate meeting scheduled on
Tuesday, October 31, 2006, but the
Senate will be back in session at 7
pm on November 7th.

Respectfully yours,
Esam Al-Shareffi

RE: "On the Existence
of an Afterlife"

By CHAz SYLVESTER
SBU Student

To Esam:

Your approach seems to be
stimulation followed by ostensi-
bly conservative/careful opining:
goad the otiose plebs and loosen
the exceptionally ubiquitous and
depressing stronghold of our
every-day, unreflective mode of
operation, throw up a few scare
quotes, and what you're saying
starts to make sense. I'm see your
point so far.

Still, where is the support for
your thesis? We have an afterlife
because it would be insignificant to
not? Here's my real question to you:
who says our lives are supposed to
have meaning? I certainly agree
that religion is a most appropriate
locus of meaning and purpose - it
explains things well, and says we
should look in our lives for that

meaning, purpose and something
great (read God; Allah; Yahweh;
Buddha, et al).

Religion is the intersection
between our "short, brutish, and
ultimately pointless" lives (was
that paraphrasing Hobbes?) and
something beyond, or supra-ter-
restrial. But where's my motiva-
tion for believing that there is the
need for some rationalization of
life? Religion gives an answer to
a question that it assumes should
be posed. And of course, we all
feel like there should be something
more, at least for us. We also feel
that we're entitled to speed up on
yellow ("they won't turn green for
at least another second"); that the
line for ice cream, the movies or
an amusement park ride is there
deliberately to ruin our day; and
that we're special, interesting, awe-
inspiring, incredibly gifted and
intelligent creatures.

We believe in ourselves, and we

believe in purpose and substantive
connection. We constantly assume
that co-occurring instances are
connected, much to the dismay
of science and statistics teachers
everywhere; we trust and believe
in these things. Events happen for
a reason, we say, but why? Why is
this true?

Certainly it would be nice;
sincerely, I wouldn't mind it if my
education, work, boredom and
late-night gym sessions were to
"amount to something" at some
later time. But why should that
be so? You ask rhetorically in your
article, "Is it reasonable for a spe-
cies, or rather for all living species,
to exist merely to multiply?" I ask
you, is it reasonable to think that
something which gives meaning
to life after the fact can necessitate
meaning/purpose, a priori? Maybe
we do just die after 60 or 70 years.

It doesn't seem like long
enough, from our perspective, but

who cares about our perspective?
A dayfly's life seems so transient to
us, but in turn ours seems paltry
compared to any geological time
frame, which in turn is margin-
alized by the incomprehensible
scope of our galaxy, universe, and
the 14-some-odd billion years of
existence believed to precede us.

Why does the dayfly keep up
its species, day-to-day? Because
it wouldn't exist if its progenitors
hadn't. If humans didn't exist to
propagate, they wouldn't exist.
If you were to start a sect of un-
natural people, who had much
loftier goals in life than sex, then
you would soon be replaced by the
lesser mortals who are concerned
with it. That's the mechanism
behind our existence; we exist
because we've followed our previ-
ously-honed and sculpted instinct
without much question.

Continued on page 11
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Now

Wa itstaff

Hirin

Weekends/Fri, Sat, & Sun

pay from $9/ hour

Will Train
Great Part-Time Job for Students

No Car Needed- Easy Access
from Railroad (Northport)

Thatched Cotta e

261-1900
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You're pregnant?
You're frightened?

Please let us help. Life can be a wonderful choice.

Alternatives to Abortion.
Free pregnancy testing, information, counseling, and assistance.

Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or 1-800-550-4900
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Live music by Glass Houses
A Billy Jol Itflt ibaad.

Campus Communlty Acilvity Fair
(raIls & tivaayss pus a children's acltfiles from 2 - 4p!

Fall Faverites Meu
(fickel: $5.0 day of re*t $4.50 presac)

Ticket includes an Entre6e*, Pumpkin Soup, Baked Sweet Potato,
Candy Apple, Beverage, Roasted Corn, Ice Cream, and

a Free Gift from the University Bookstore
*Vegetarain/KosherHalal enfre6 options will be available

Presale tickets can be purchased at Kelly Dining Center,
Roth Food Court, Campus Connection @ H-Quad, the Student
Activities Center Food Court, the Union Deli, the Bleacher Club.

and the Administration Cart. Tickets will be on sale
Wednesday Nov t? to Tuesday Nov 14t .

Brought to you by Campus Dining Services, the Faculty
Student Association, Jasmine, and the University Bookstore.
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Got Clips
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Resum orkshop s...

At some point, you are going to havetogoon a

professional interview
f or a job inpr int med ia...

Need experience? Training? ri

Statesman editors will train you to write articles in
News, Features, Opinions, Arts, and Sports;

we also welcome photographers, cartoonists, and graphic designers.

Come to our office in the SB Union Room 057,
call 631 -632-6479, or email us at

news@sbstatesman.org sports@sbstatesman.org
arts@sbstatesman.org photo@sbstatesman.org
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By WILL LAI
Staff Writer
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