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Annual Membership just $45* per mo. I

Kaplan welcomes you back tocampus
with exclusive ba ck-to-school savings:
Enroll in any of our Classroom Course
or Premium Online Course options and-
save $100!tsave.$1 0 :

1-800 KAP-TEST1 -.I800 PTES

Offer expires-

9 12/07
Enroll -today!.

kaptest.com..
*Test names are registered trademarks oftheir respective owners. tMust enroll in a Kaplan LSAT, GMAT, GRE, MCAT, DAT, OAT or PCAT Classroom,
Advanced, Extreme, or Premium Onlinie course by 11:59pm EST on the date listed above. Does not apply to tutoring programs. Offer valid at select
locationsonly **Conditions and restrictions apply, For complete guarantee eligibility requirements, visit kaptest.com/hsg. The Higher Score Guarantee
applies only to Kaplan courses taken and completed within the United States, Puerto Rico, Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and France.

This is an exclusive offer
for Stony Brook students
only! Don't procrastinate,
enroll today!

IAPLA TEST PREP AND,(-AP - A N ... ADMISSIONS'

r etsoIst * 9* uaran e*rUD 9r 9 ybac

"Door-to-Door is what we're for."
* Official Taxi of Stony Brook Hospital
* Medicaid Accepted
* Airport Service w/ 11-Passesager Vans
* Smnithhaven Mall
* Local & Long Distance

I have been alive for 8 weeks.
* After 18 days, you could hear my heart beat.
* After 40 days, you could measure my brainwaves.
* After 45 days, I felt pain and responded to touch.

Please choose life for me.
Alternatives to Abortion.

Free pregnancy testing, information, counseling and assistance.

Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or 1-800-550-4900
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.By TEJAS GAWADE
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Stony Brook Southampton's
Avram Theater, considered to be
the biggest and best in Eastern
Long Island, is currently under
renovation and will not open
until June 2008. The renovations
began this summer after the cul-
mination of the annual Sustain-
able Pleasure music series.

The Theater, which currently
houses 433 seats, has been host
to a variety of artists since its be-
ginning in the 1980s. The Avram
Theater and the adjacent Avram
Family Art Gallery were named
after Dr. Morrell Avram and his
wife, Mrs. Maria Avram in 1998
to recognize their generosity to SB
Southampton.

In a University press release,
Stony Brook University Presi-
dent Shirley Strum Kenny said,
"The Avram Theater has a rich-
legacy as a host for the world's
top performers and their audi-
ences. It deserves a makeover, and
it is getting one." In 2006, when
SB Southampton was acquired
by SBU, Kenny had pledged a
cultural revitalization of the
campus.

Specific renovations include,
"New seats, new carpet, some
lighting arid sound equipment,

perhaps some renovation to the
stage itself," said Linda Merians,
Chief of Staff in the President's
Office. The press release also
cited "backstage renovations and
modifications to make the theater

fully accessible."
The renovation was made

possible by a multi-year gift at an
undisclosed amount by Dr. and
Mrs. Avram. Other fundraising
efforts have also been instituted,
which include "special events,
such as the August 15 wine tasting
before concert, to acquaint people

during intermissions";' according
to Merians. Merians further stated
that Southampton and Manhat-
tan residents have come forward
upon cultivating fundraisers that
were held in the past.

In the press release, Kenny
said, "We are so grateful for
the Avram family's continued
commitment to this wonderful
theater. The Avram Theater has
long been associated with the
arts and important cultural and.
educational events on the East
End. With support from Mike
and Maria and their family, it will
once again become an unparal-
leled destination for outstand-
ing performances, lectures, and
discussions of issues that matter
miost to the people of Long Island,
the nation, and the world."'

The Theater will also be sup-
ported with a Theater Manager,
Leonard Ziemkiewicz. Ziemk-
iewicz is "in charge of making
sure space is equipped for each
recital," said Merians. 'He has
done everything from painting
the stage to working the lights ...
and is very much apart of guiding
the renovation.'

Merians further said that
people can go to Ziemkiewicz to
book space. There is also an arts
committee in place that is led by
Dean of SB Southampton Martin
Schoonen. Other members in
the committee include Bob Reid,
Alan Inkles from the Staller Cent-
er, Christine Gurke, Ziemkiewicz
and Merians herself.

As for the prospect of timely
renovations, Merians said, "We
will have the Sustainable Pleas-
ures recital series again, and we
will also rent the theater out to
groups like Pianofest (we rented
to this group this summer)" Pi-
anofest is a series of concerts by
internationally-acclaimed classi-
cal musicians

raim Theater

ets a akeover

vite Honors College alumniback
to the campus to speak to current
students about their experiences.
She encourages representatives
from campus organizations to
speak to studentsabout extracur-

Continued on page 15
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NEWS

Honors

College
Has a New

Face
BY VICTORIA MuNoz
Contributing Writer

The Honors College at Stony
Brook welcomes two new mem-
bers to its administrative staff this
fall. Joining the Honors College's
diverse union of professors and
administrators will be history de-
partment veteran, William Miller,
and faculty director and admin-
istrative director Gabrielle Tobin,
from the Provost's office.

New perspectives are what
Miller and Tobin hope to bring
to the Honors College. Although
they approve of the current or-
ganization of the Honors College,
both said in aninterview last week
that they hoped to invite a varied
array of guest speakers and pro-
fessors to the Honors College.

Miller said that he was cur-
rently in the process of finalizing
a diverse list of professors that
will teach this semester's Honors
College mini courses. Mini cours-
es are one-credit enrichment
courses that honors students
take as part of the Honors Col-
lege curriculum. Topics for these
courses range from the arts and
humanities to science and math-
ematics. The list of Fall 2007 mini
courses willinclude such topics as
"Consumerism, Citizenship, and
the Mediascape", "The Science
of Science Fiction", "Right Rela-
tionship", and "Medieval Murder
Mysteries.

The new directors ofthe Hon-
ors College also hope to enrich
students outside the classroom.
Tobin explained that one of her
principle goals this year is to in-
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An invitation to students, faculty, staff,
and our friends in the community.

CELEBRATE O UR
50TH ANNIVERSARY

WED., SEPTEMBER 19, 2007

Join President Shirley Strum Kenny
---- for her Annual. Convocation-

at 4:00 prn at the Staller Center Main Stage.

Our Red Hot Marching Band
,leads the way to a Special Celebration on the

Academic Mall featuring a family-style BBQ,
music, performances, and other surprises,

4_from 5:00 pm to 6::00 pm

Show Your Stony Brook Pride-Wear Red!
~0

TRANSPORTATION FROM THE HOSPITAL'S PARKING GARAGE TO STALLER CENTER
DEPARTS AT 3:30 AND 3:45 AND RETURNS AT 5:45.
Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer.
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINN

STALLER CENTER:
Who Doesn't Love

Chocolate?

By AMlANDA SHAPIRO
Staff Writer

Last week to celebrate a
new school year, the Staller
Center for Arts hosted "Movie
Under the Stars." A large screen
stood in front of the building
and a projector showed Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory. The steps were packed
with new and returning stu-
dents enj6yingan old favorite.
Many cheered and clapped
when Charlie found the golden
ticket. This event might have
been a rare opportunity to see
this movie on the big screen
and not on a TV.

Willy Wonka is probably
one of the most respected and
beloved adaptations of a novel;
popular author Roald Dahl
wrote the children's book. I, as
many of you, loved this movie
as a child and into adulthood.
The characters, the set design,
the situations, and the songs
are so well remembered and
appreciated, it is considered

to have reached the status of
cultural icon.

Gene Wilder's perform-
ance is so genuine it goes un-
matched by Johnny Depp's ec-

centric interpretation. Wilder's
great talent for comic delivery
is a gem in the business. Direc-
tor Mel Stuart's projects had
mostly been documentaries.
His experience with nonfic-
tion blends the boundaries of
dreams and reality. The result
is an isolated world of creativ-
ity and imagination rooted in
Charlie's home life of strug-
gle and misfortune. Wonka
himself initiates the golden.
ticket contest to prepare his
own retirement because he was
struggling to keep his wonder-
world alive and thriving.

Willy Wonka and the Choco-
late Factory is the Wizard of
Oz of the latter 20th century.
Both movies and its principle
characters express their hopes
for a better life to come. For
Charlie, "somewhere over the
rainbow," is a candy factory.
Just as Dorothy had to "follow
the yellow brick road,";' Charlie
had to "press on" to reach the
ultimate prize.

.ea //"

THE GLASS
CASTLE

BY JEANNETTE
WALLS

PUBLISHER: SCRIBNER

(JANUARY 9, 2006)

By QUDSIA HUSSAIN
Contributing Writer

It was while babysitting my
neighbor's son that I stumbled upon
Jeannette Wall's The Glass Castle lay-
ing on a coffee table. At the time, I
picked up the book as a way to tune
out a nine-year-old boy screaming
at the top of his lungs while playing
video games. Now, after reading
Walls'acdclaimedbest selling memoir,
I know that I had struck gold that
afternoon.

It is with this very opening line
that Walls grabs the readers' atten-
tion and pulls them into a heart
wrenching story that will not allow
you to put thebook down:

"Iwas sitting in ataxi,wondering
if I had overdressed for the evening,
when I looked out the window
and saw Mom rooting through a
dumpster...I was stuck in traffic
two blocks from the party where I
washeading. Mom stood fifteen feet
away. She had tied rags around her
shoulders to keep out the spring chill
and was picking through the trash.
It had been months since I laid eyes
on Mom, and when she looked up,I
was overcome with panic that she'd
see me and call out my name. I slid
down in the seat and asked the driver
to turn around and take me home to
Park Avenue.

Currently, Walls is a ritzy celeb-
rity journalist living in New York
City.The world is astonished when
Walls overcomes her shame and
reveals her compelling story of a
tragic and impoverished (to say the
least) childhood. She does not seek
pity nor does she make her parents
and all of society out to be villains,
instead she simply tells it as it is in
vivid detail and-the reader instantly
falls in love with the valor of the
Walls children.

Rex Walls and Rose Mary Walls
are clearly unfit parents. Rex has a
serious drinking problem that hin-
ders him from holding any job. Rose
Mary is a hippie artist who believes
restrictions are the devil's spawn.
Together their ideals concerning rais-

ing children are recipes for disaster.
They believe that neglecting their
children even in the most precarious
situations is a means to make them
stronger.

At the age of three, Jeannette
is left alone to boil hot dogs while
standing on a chair. She burns her
self to the point where she is hospi-.
talized for a week. Her dad "rescues"
her fromthe hospital by helping her
escape even though she is desperate
need of medical attention. Even
more appalling than the incident -
her mother allows her to continue
letting a three-year-old cook over
a stovetop.

At one point Jeannette is ac-
cidentally hurled out of the family's
broken down station wagon onto

railroad tracks due to her dad's reck-
less driving. She is forced to nurse
her own bloody wounds. It takes a
significant amount of time for her
parents to realize that she is missing.
At the age of five, she is thrown into
a deep geyser in the middle of the
desert with out any how-to-swim
skills. The water burns her throat
and she drowns but she manages to
stay afloat. Her father tells her that
he had to push her into the water
because that was the only way his
"mountain-goat" was going to learn
how to swim.

Day after day the Walls children
dig through trash bins in school
to find scraps of food in hopes
of putting an end to their aching
stomachs. They move from one
broken-down house to another be-
cause their dad convinces his family
that secret FBI agents are after them,
when in reality, he is referring to
bill-collectors.

Jeannette's father is stubborn and
manipulates every situation to make
it seem as if the Walls' family has
the better end of any and every deal
in life. It is evident that he loves his
children especially Jeannette. They
share a special bond that her father
takes advantage of time after time.
Jeannette works full time and he
takes her money for booze because
he knows she doesn't have the heart

to decline. He even puts her in a situ-
ation where she is almost molested
by a middle aged man and later justi-
fies it by saying he knew she could get
away-hejust needed a distraction to
steal money from the man.

Walls chose the name of her
remarkable novel with keen insight.
Since Jeannette's alcoholic father
cannot earn a steady income he
assures his children that he is con-
stantly working hard on a blue print
for the Glass Castle. The Glass Castle
is a fantasy house, a false hope for a
better future, and medicine for the
pain of being "left-out?' Jeannette's

siblings slowlybut surelyrealize their
father is full of lies.

When asked in a recent interview
by World Vision Report if she con-
sidered herself poor she responds,
"We were beyond poor...I wanted
us to fit in but at the same time I did
sort of buy into my parents dreams,
andtheir hopes, andtheir aspirations
and I honestly think that in some
ways set us apart from the other
kids...Despite whatever we didn't
have my parents did believe in edu-
cation and I believe that they gave
us a sense of self-esteem. Everything
seemed so easy compared to what
we had been through." When read-
ing this novel, it is almost too easy
to change perspectives on Jeanette's
parents and their motives.

After a while it is easy to become
frustrated with the generosity of the
Walls children. There are times when
one wants them to seek foster care
for a superior life however, at the
same time one can't help but admire
their perseverance and their ability to
look out for each other. It's almost as
if Jeannette's past did shape her into
becoming the professional writer
she is today.

The Glass Castle is gaining popu-
larity so quickly because of its abil-
ity to touch hearts and give others
strength through trying times. It
gives the reader the ability to feel
an ounce of the weight the bril-
liant Walls children carried on their
shoulders every day. It is truly a
must-read novel.
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

BY PRIYA MADHAVAN
Staff Writer

Reaper
The television series "Reaper"

produced by ABC Television
Studio portrays the life of a
blue collar worker whose soul is
pledged to the Devil This comi-
cal drama premieres on Sept.
25, 2007 on the CW at 9:00 pm.
Through out hislife, Sam always
wondered why his parents were
easyon him. Much to his surprise
on his 21st birthday he discovers
that he must serve as a bounty
hunter f6r Satan. Even though

e is iesitat at first, he begins
to feel good about these new-
fobund missions. His obligation to
retrieve souls that escaped from
Hell with the help ofhis goofball
friends andhis dayjob at ahome
, improvement store gives the
touch of comedy to the show. It

- is a simple story characterizedby
Srelatable and likable characters,
E special effects and big laughs. It

S -isashow an individual ofanyage
group can enjoy and watch how
a loser can turn into a savior of

Sthe world.We toocan watch Sam
-7 with his vessel of the week as hisC:

0 weapon takes on his destined role
as the "reaper."

E PushingDaisies
This romantic drama pre-

miering on Oct. 3 on ABC shows
Sthe unique'life of a man named

Ned who can bring dead people
back to life with the power of a

.. simple touch. With his touch, a
Sdead being can stay alive for a

mere one minute. However, if
that person does not die, then

I someone else nearby them will

die. With his supernatural abil-
ity, he decides to solve crime
by bringing murder victims
back to life and finding out who
killed them. Problems start when
he brings to life his childhood
love and doesn't want to send
her back. The series created by
Bryan Fuller is said to share
some aspects with the sci-fiseries
Dead Like Me. The show's quick
witted comedy mixed with dark
emotions will surely capture the
hearts of its audience.

FridayNightLights
Football is back in season

on NBC every Wednesday at'
8:00p . This ,returning series
first premiered on Oct.3, 2006. It
is about a first time high school
football coach, Eric Taylor, who
finds himself training a team
thathas a chance of making itto.
the top. In the midst of the Dil-
lion Panthers gearing up for the
state championships, everyone is
wondering if Coach Taylor will
leave his team to take his dream
job at Texas Methodist Univer--
sity. The stakes are higher and
the reward sweeter. This show,
which is targeted for the younger
audience has all the drama that
is associated with high school.
Now watch and see if the coach
can take his team all the way
while keeping their morale and
spirit intact.

Life is Wild
Every Sunday night gather

around to take ajourneythrough
the plains of SouthAfrica. "Life is
Wild," premiering Oct. 7 at 8:00
pm on the CW, is a drama about
a family adjUsting to life in South

Africa. The story depicts the life
of a teenager, Katie Clarke, who
has had a rough time over the
past three years. Her mother dies
and her father remarries, adding
to the family a stepmother, step-
sister and a weird stepbrother.
Just as her life is getting back
to normal with her friends at
Manhattan High School, her
family decides to move to a South
African reserve where her vet-
erinarian father decides to help
fight livestock disease. It seems to
have characters that the audience
can relate to andis a newtype of
storyline. It maybe something
that everyone of any age group
can watch and become educated
about the teality ofwhathappens
to the animals in the wild game
preserve. The series is based upon
a British series, Wild at Heart.

Survivor: China
Yes, it is back again! Survivor:

China is set to make its debut
on Sept. 20. In its fifteenth in-
stallment, the adventure/drama
reality series shows a group
of contestants stranded on a
remote region of the world. In
this region they must find a way
to fend for themselves and their
basic needs, such as food and
shelter. They must also compete
in various challenges and avoid
being eliminated. In the endone
lucky individual will be eligible
to win the one million dollar
prize. Shows like this after awhile

tend to get boring and lose their
popularity. They are, however,
trying to bring back the show
by setting up new challenges
and appealing to the audience's
changing taste.

TV Nation
Your G uide to Fall TV

BY TEJAS GAWADE
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Last Wednesday, I had therath-
er odd opportunity to review Shoot
'Em Up at Island 16 in Holtsville.
As soon as I entered the theatre
hall, I sensed an unwelcoming
rush of testosterone. Needless to
say, the screening was received by a
predominantly male audience. The
movie's beginning affirmed one of
my worst public moments - being
stuck watching a violent action
thriller. Think of it as a guy being
stuck watching a chick flick. For-
tunately, I left the teatre satisfied
Swith the imemory of80 minutes of
complete entertainment.

For starters, those who watch
movies to extract some sort of
profound moral, this one isn't for-
you. But if you come from the type
that likes movies like Talladega
Nights, or are simply easily amused,
then don't miss this one. And while
we are at the point where I give
discreet warnings, here is another
one. Don't walk into this movie
expecting action sequences that
make sense. Sure, they are cool, but
they run with no logic. So, leave
your thinking hats aside when you
watch it.

Clive Owen of Children ofMen
plays Mr. Smith. Smith is carrots
way too occasionally, and his de-
tached demeanor does not prevent
him from getting himself entan-
gled in fights to save a stranger's
baby. With the mother dead and no
one to care for the newborn, Smith
must now depend on a lactating
prostitute, Donna, played aptly
by Monica Bellucci. And he must
also stave off hundreds of gunmen
led by their crime leader, Hertz

played by Paul Giamatti (Lady in
the Water).

.Now, Smith is on his own to
save the prostitute and the baby,
who he has now begun to consider
his family. This is probably the
movie's sore point. For the direc-
tors to make a plot out of what
is obviously the most ludicrous
everlasting 'action fight that takes
place over loud heavy metal music
is a stretch. In a movie where an
umbilical cord is severed using a
bullet and Smith is able to multi-
task a heavy-duty bed session with
Donna and a shooting spree at a
multitude of gunmen with ,ease,
aid where a ius just takes you to
"wherever' there is littleiroom for
a logical story.

This is not to say that the movie
is a coarse deal. If it were, I would
have left it quite early. There are
some great references, whether it
is the Looney Tunes one picking
on Smith's carrot habit and Hertz's
reference to him as a "silly rabbit,
or the Mr. Smith action sequences
reminiscent of The Matrix and
Mr. and Mrs. Smith. There is pun,
sarcasm and goofs all rolled into
one. In one sequence, Smith blows
up letters from a lit factory sign to
spell out,."F--- U,' to which Hertz
blows some more to spell out
"F--- U TOO." Obviously, there
is enough swearing, violence and
nudity to keep families off bay.

In the end, the movie falls
short of proper beginning and
end, although it does have one
heck of a climax. Because of this,
it is probably in your best interest
to wait for the DYD. Although, if
the beginning of a school year has
already taken its toll, I say, why not
take a ride to wherever!
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CampusEdge Checking is free for five years, with no minimum balance. It comes with free Online -, o 4
Banking Service2 and Mobile Banking Service, including e-mail and text message Alerts. You get free ,
person-to-person transfers, free transactions at over 17,000 ATMs and you even get a Stuff Happens
card that's good for a one-time refund of an unexpected service fee.

To get started today, stop by your neighborhood Bank of America or
visit us online at bankofamerica.com/bankoncampus

East Setauket Lake Grove BankofAmerica
15 Bennetts Rd 3080 Middle Country eRd
631.751.6601 631.585.1701 Bank of Opportunity

* No purchase or transaction necessary to enter or win. Must be 18 or older, a legal resident of the 50 United States (including District of Columbia) and a current full-time or part-time student enrolled at an accredited American college or university Three ways
to enter: (1) via text message to short code 72579, key word "BOA" (if you have your college code) or "BANK" (if you do not have your college code); (2) online at bankofamerica.com/bankoncampus or (3) by opening a new Bank of America CampusEdge student
checking account offered exclusively at facebook.com from 9/15/07 to 10/31/07. Promotion starts at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time on 8/1/07 and ends at 11:59 p.m. ET on 10/31/07. Standard text message rates apply. For Official Rules and entry details, visit
bankofamerica.com/bankoncampus. Void where prohibited; limit one entry per person regardless of method. Sponsored 2007 by Bank of America Corporation, 100 N. Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28255. 1 Free of a monthly maintenance fee for the first five years
Students age 16 and over are eligible for this account. Student status will be validated upon account opening. After the first five years, your CampusEdge account will be converted to MyAccess Checking. The monthly maintenance fee for MyAccess Checking will
waived as long as you have a qualifying monthly direct deposit. Fees for overdrafts and other account related services still apply. Student checking product in Washingtoin and Idaho is MyAccess CampusEdge Checking.

2 
You will be charged access rates dependin

on your carrier. Web access is needed to use Mobile Banking. Check with your service provider for details on specific fees and charges.3 Good for a one time refund of one ofthe followinig service fees: overdraft item fee, NSF: returned item fee, overdraft protecti
transfer fee, stop payment fee, or non Bank of America ATM fee.
Bank of Arme~ic e N A Mmber fDfC.V2007 Bahkoftre iaCopraition - - ' ' 7 -. '- ' . ' ' ' '""
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OP-ED I LETTERS CONTINUATI

A Grief Remembered
Continued from page 13

turning point in our country. I
love my country but I've grown
to despise the absolute disregard
for morality, self-control, respect
and discretion. I'm not all doom
and gloom, guys and gals. There
is goodness and glory in this
country as well, like the vast
plains of the Heartland, the roll-
ing mountains of the Northeast,
the beautiful Pacific ocean, the
Grand Canyon....when we look
upon these wonderful sites, let's
not forget to remember that
we have the freedom to do so
only because we have men and
women like the New York City
policemen and firefighters who
are -willing to run into harm's
way and banish the evil work-
ings of mad men. When the time
comes for us to be still and silent
this coming September 11, let's
bow our heads and remember
the people who died, remember
the reason why we're so proud to
call ourselves Americans.

Gabe Faraci

University Police
Public Safety Division
Officer #567
Gabesthinktank@
yahoo.com

"Your-accents are wickedl"*
Continued from page 13.

advice is this- grab any oppor-
tunity to explore another place.
We have a whole world right
here. Just 2 hours away is the
city. And a ferry ride and bus
ta you to Boston. We're not
rieal iSolated in lig Island.

nd once you get there, explore.
Go to the museums, yes, but do.
the random things. If you don't
do iiemnow, I don'tknowwhen
you ever will, because collegeis
all about grabbing your oppor-
tunities. So unless you can cough
up a few grand within the next
year to take 12 credits at Oxford
(which all of us seemingly did,
and then proceeded to spend
more money on food and drink
than any other possible entrance
fee in England), take the time
to stand in line at the SAC for
a subsidized LIRR ticket, and
then spend an entire day in the
city, roaming anywhere from
Tribeca to Brooklyn. Better yet,
get an amazing friend to road
trip with you to Boston and
experience the Oxford of our
land-Harvard.

* A direct quote from a Brit-
ish schoolgirl (and her friends)
who heard us talk; why oh why
would she think that? Oh well,
no complaints here.

Continued from page 13

train, waiting on the side tracks,
would not splatter you over (a
big issue back then). Did tragedy
cause this change? Once on the
other side, youwould wait for the
shuttle bus that was never there
to meet the train. Of course, 3
minutes up the hill or halfway to
the SBU, the bus would show up.
Sounds familiar? What amazed
me at this juncture was how
mature the campus had grown,
flora-wise that is. You see, back
then you had a clear view form
the train station all the way to
SBU. Now, stately trees obscure
this view. This is important to
me because on my first arrival at
the Brook, it was like a revelation
as the Land of Oz lay out before
me. At the risk of boring you to
death, I should digress a bit here.
The summer of '75, I met two
special people who would later
be instrumental to my existence.
One is still here (the driver) and
the other no longer with us. Not
only was the latter a good friend
but I was certain it was deeper
than that (more on this later).
At his invitation, in order to do
in-person registration (is that still
being done?) I arrived with no
preconceived expectations. As a
CUNY student living under not
so good conditions with relatives,
I was looking for an alternative
and SUNY seemed to fit the bill
quite nicely. I immediately filled
out a transfer application. In
typical institutional fashion, I was
not aware I had been accepted :
until 2 weeks before the spring
semester of'76.I made what was
then a long-di1tance call to the
Brook. After several agonizing
on-hold minutes, the person
stated, Why yes, did you not re-
ceive the letter? (sound familiar?)
I was on my way to Long Island
in seconds.

My arrival at Hand College
was not without controversy.
In those days housing was at a
shortage (sound familiar?). And
for some dumb luck, I found
myself in the same suite as my
benefactor, as the two-room
suite had vacancies in each room.
Naively, I expected the other two
students to room together while
I and mybenefactor would share,
NOT! Luckily for me, my room-
mate had a girlfriend elsewhere

on campus and I managed some
unexpected freedom. Life was
good and got better after that
semester when the bozos in each
room decided to move out. We
were now set in what was at the
time, upper-classmen residence
only. This notion was shattered
in a split second when across my
suite, horror struck. Six freshmen-
had been allowed to move into
Hand (wasit because one of them
had a State senator as father?).
We upper-classmen were aghast
at the thought of sharing our
'home' with a gaggle of freshman.
Turns out, they were the best fun
Hand had seen in years. To this
very day I'm in touch with four
out of six.

On the plane ride back to,
Oakland, CA, my home for the'
last 28 years, I read all the SBU
rags I picked up at the bookstore.
Not only did I read every single.
article including advertisements,
I also read the names of the
contributing staff for each pub-
lication. I must say that some ar-.
ticles were very well written and
insightful, while others seemed as
if remedial English was skipped
by the authors (you know who
you are). Nevertheless, I found
the plethora of stories interest-

ing enough to write this letter.
Testimony to those current ar-
ticdes, the Brook was not without
similar controversy back then. It
seems that the same disdain for
the Office of Presidentremains.
In my days it was Toll (yes, the
very same one the campus street
isnamed aft r) and his successor,
Poiid. Gripes about over-priced
nasty food, housing shortages
and the bookstore rip-offs are
exactly th~ same 30 years back:
nothing has changed. Back then,
we only had Tabler, Roth, Kelly,
H Quad and Stage XII (was that
renamed to something else?). Not
sire about Mendelsohn, is that a
new name? The Lecture Center
(now Javits center) was as ugly
then as it is now. But what really
is noticeably missing is the Bridge
to Nowhere: the icon of our days.
Without it, it feels that "Thereis
no there, there." It was the heart
and rallying point of the Brook;
it now seems disjointed with the
SAC having taken over from SBU.
Im not sure I like that. Mean-
dering though campus trying to
relive my past, good with bad, I

eventually ended.up at Hand Col-
lege. My heart was racing as I got
nearer and nearer, not because of
what I would find but because
I'm 52 years old. Still, the mess
around campus is just as bad
today as when I arrived in 1976.
I proceeded to the front entrance
trying to recreate my yester-years
in 10 minutes. I was marveled
and saddened by what I saw. In
my days there were no locks or
electronic keys or any sense of se-
curity issues. Hand College gave
the appearance of the'projects'in
a hood in any of the boroughs. I
'was:shocked to see that Security
actually carries guns.

As an RA during my last
year I:

SWas never put in the posi-
tion to challenge security issues
with my flock,-

SNever had any attendance
problems during hall meetings
(I know nothing about the joints
passed around during that first
meeting).,

Take the fifth on who broke
into Tabler cafeteria to use-
the oven to roast 2 turkeys for
Thanksgiving dinner,

Witnessed my suitemates get
nabbed by Security for growing
pot on the window sill (the plants
were confiscated but no charges
ever brought up, humm!),

-Do not know how a Christ-
mas tree mysteriously was set
up in our hall, or the tree stump
sticking out in Tabler parking
lot, or how it fell out the window
after the holidays were over ( saw
ndothi g, hearid nothing ad :said
.nothi'ig).

-Was unaware of our cleaning
lady almost passed out and came
looking for me with scrub-brush
in hand (tIwas tipped off) be-
cause someofthe female students
had naked men pinned on their
bathroom walls.

Know nothing of the nitrous
oxide tank gone AWOL from the
HSC which somehow ended up
on our floor.

-Know anything about our
college 'warden' sleeping around
with members of the Security
force,

Know nothing about the
water-logged carpets after a night
of heavy water balloon fights be-
tween Hand 1B and Hand 3B,

SKnow EVERTHING on who
was sleeping with whom, male

or female.
Anyway, I don't want to bore

you anymore with my memory-
lane stories. You may wonder, or
not, who the hell am I. Well, I
guess I'm one of those few people
of my time who made education
work, not because I'm a smart-ass
fuck, but because I cherished the
values I was fortunate to obtain
while at SUNY-Stony Brook (yes,
that is what it was called back
then). Mercifully, I found and
was at ease with my sexuality at
Stony Brook, and have been in
domestic partnership for 27+
years (get a clue you yahoos who
think otherwise). I am one of sev-
eral vice-presidents at a bank in
San Francisco. My husband and I
travel the world every chance we
get, from Maui to Buenos Aires,
from Seattle to Istanbul, and from
cruises in the Baltic to the Carib-
bean. In short, I'm just an average
gay guy who is thankful for the
education, tolerance, acceptance
and idealism Stony Brook offered
me. I'm-happy to state for the re-
cord that I've benefited from my
Stony Brook years devoid of the
stupidity, hypocrisy and screwed-
up lives of assholes like Haggard,
Craig, Foley, Swaggart and other
bible-thumping morons.

In reading your rag(s) ar-
ticles, I laughed, I cringed, even
shed half a tear. To those who
have nothing better than to
complain about your current
status, be blessed with what you
have. My worst year in life was
the year I graduated and delved
intothereal world. Even thoigh

had worked srice higi schoo1l
and part-time during a semester
at SB commuting to NYC three
days a week, I was not prepared
to confront reality. This is why
I am class of '78 and not '77. I
miss those days very much; I
miss my flock, my boyfriend, my
carefree days and the sense of
idealism. With this visit, I close
an important chapter in my life
which had swirled in my mind
for many years. Life goes on, and
so should you.

Please enjoy the Brook for
what it is. I wish you the very best
success flow and in your life after
the Brook;

Victor Rosario

Oakland, CA
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OP N ION. EDITORIAL

By GABE FAIACI
University Police Officer #567

This September marks the
sixth anniversary, of the worst
terror attack on United States
Soil in American history. Six
years ago, the very es sence of
freedom and free will was-torn
to shreds like an -old cloak. Not
only were two beautiful build-
ings completely destroyed but-
almost two. thousand. people
were visciously -murdered. The
worst of humanity became
evident on. that crisp Septem-'
ber morning- and has echoed
continuously throughout our
lives. The hope of humanity's
struggle to abolish terrorism
and hatred seemed to dwindle
before our very, eyes.

I've been told that I shouldn't
include what I'm .about to write.
I was told that many people on
this campus come from variou

backgrounds and upbringings.,
.Many have, different views on
the spiritual realm , but that's
exactly why this. country is so
adored.- As an American. I have
the right to. speak my m ind; as
a writer, I have the obligation to
stir your. souls and form ques--
tions that many of us dare not.
ask. -But I would not be totally
honest with you -if I beat around.
the bush, 'a nd if you- read.MY
article this. past May, you know
that I'm not the typ e of person
to sit' back and take -things.
lightly. When I read the news-
paper I want to be challenged.'I
want to -say to myself, "Hfey, this
guy doesn't give a hoot and tells
it like it is!" That's the'type of

women. prayed for strength on.
.this darkest of days. At once the
.beliefs of our forefathers sprung
up all around the -country to
remind us that God -is watch-
ing out for us no.-matter what
the situation might be. I'm n ot
a theologian, and I- don't claim.
to be. .I've tried to come to grips
with what happened on that day
and wondered why a benevolent
God would allow such a horrific
plan to unfold. But I don't have
that answer and-honestfly folks,
I', m not sure if My finite mind
could even begin to u nderstand
why it DID: happen. Whatever
the. answer is,- I loved my coun-
ty the most.o, epebe,1

2001.
I was proud. of my fellow

NewYorkers because we stepped
up to the-plate and made the
best of a dire situation, we-
looked evil in, the eye and for.
the first- time our hearts and.
minds were opened to the belief
that immorality is invadingou
culture and. our lives. We knew
that evil in its- purest -form is.
the hardest thing to battle, to.
conquer and to eliminate. But
weI took'a .chance, broke the,

modand-dropped to our knees
to pray for those lost souls in the
Twin Towers,,the Pentagon and
in-Pennsylvania.

But I'm" ashamed now. Six.
years later and the majority -of'
people have all but forgotten the
sacrifices that were made that.
day. The pride and pain that we
as a nation went through has-
been pushed. aside and tucked
over with m indless nonsense.

,Have any of you noticed that
in sixI years so little has been
rebuilt at Ground Zero? But no,
we re so quick to build baseball
stadiums and -catering halls. All
the crap 'that we (and 'myself
included) think is relevant turns
Out to be pure, muck. The idol-
izing of celebrities, sports stars
and politicians overwhelms our
youth- and. saturates o ur daily
lives:. and nobody-s ee ms to,'do
anything ab out it but watch. We
hate and seethe, curse, and mock
when- all we -really need to do
is follow. the. simplest -of 'steps:-
Love- oneanother, do good. to,
those who hurt you, bless -those'
wh o curse you.

I admit that -my life. was

low them to wallow in their own
famines?, I'm no saint people,
but where in-,heck have all-the
Good Samaritans gone?. Where
have we gone wrong?

Throughout history war and
de ath has wreaked havoc on hu-
man civilizat ion. Unfortunately..
it's probably something that
will. neve r change. Ever since_
the fall of -man in the Garden
of Eden we've killed,. lied, usted
and -wanted what was not ours
to have.. These past six years
should have- been a critical

Coninued on pa!

AGrief..Reme..mbere

wi ch shops, and one 2-hour train.
ride to Stonehenge only to realize
we can't take the bus up (the last
ride was 1 hour ago), we were able
to. claim England as -home. We are
now completely jaded byEnglish
accents, -know better'-than to'ask,
anyone what- is-- exactly in their.
traditional.-food, have an- insane
addiction for high tea and cook-
ies, and will do anything for cheap
drinks and -ice -cream (the pound,
to dollar ratio is 1:2-imagine that
.wit h a college student's budget).

I'm not -going to bore you with
my trip; I have the right suspicion
-to think that only those involved
will understand the extent of en-
joyment I had, but I will implore-
you, with my-humble advice. My.

Sgei Continuedon page11

" 1Your accent.s
are wicke d!"

By SANHIiTA REDD.Y
Contributing Writer

Summer. A tim e for lazy days
at the bea ch, endless barbeques,
and house parties that never stop.
While a majority of Stony Brook
was- outside, cleansing themselves
of all things academic,-a- rather
remarkable- percentage of the
student body decided to take their
summer-break in a different direc-
tion: studying- abroad. "Studying
Abroad?!". you- say, aghast. Who
studies in the summ .er? But alas,
I am one -of the guilty few that
undertook this interesting experi-
ence. I, along_ with 12 other- aimn-
lessly wandering Brookers, packed
our suitcases once again-this time,
for the motherland, England. And
after 6 weeks of kebab-*eating, Brit-
ish- speaking, deliriousness, I cant
truthfully, sit down a nd type -this
on my co mputer-it was amazing:
Our study abroad. found ourselves
at, the center of education, at Ox-
ford University. Not. only were we
taught by an adm irable Member
of the Stony Brook staff, Dr. Femi
Vaughn,, but we also experienced

firt-an sOford tutors (both
Irish., and both quite chari smatic.
Plus, we could actually understand
what they were saying. You 'know
what I'mean.). It was amazi ng

actually .class of '.77, but more
on that later. For -this return, I

1intended recreating my arrival-
the same way I did in years past-
on ,the Long Island Railroad.
But a friend insisted on. driv-
ing- usfrom Ne6w York City.
Not wanting to' miss out on the
,experience, I guided him from
25A to the LIRR parking lot;, at
least this way I could fulfill part
of my yearning. At the -precise
Moment of exiting the, car, the
sense of changes kicked in, but'
yet s familiar the surround,-
ings were.

You. see, back then, there
w as no elevated train platform.
You alighted and dashed across
the tracks hoping the outgoing

CoIntinudonpage
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I'd like to add my two cents to the
article "Much More than Pocket
Change: Online Book Bargains
Add Up:' When I was an under-
gradu ate at Stony Brook Univer-
sity (2001-2004), I very rarely
bought my books from the on-
campus bookstore. I would find
out the, ISBN. numbers of the
books I needed. Then I used the.
site. www.campusbooks.com. It
searches all of 'the major online
book retailers. and shows you the
lowest price. Be- careful though..
If the search comes up- with a.
retailer whose price seems too
good to be true do some research
on the customer satisfaction of
that company. Also verify via
e-mail with. the company that
you are indeed buying the cor-
rect version and that it is new or
used. I hope that helps this year's
undergraduates.

Chris Hoppe

Class of 2004

lIE: E1TiEIrII INIJ; E

With great expectations and
angst, I arrived at the Brook the.
day before Labor Day., I've been
looking foirward to this day for.
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7:00.pm, Wang Theatre 8:00 pm, Wang heatre 7:00pm, Wang Theatre 7:00 pm, Wang heatre

Samn0)adohPkitn .Butoh-inspired dance by I LAND is Keo Woolford's hilar- Saxophonists Kadri
-~Salman Ahmad -of the Pakistani*,"I--_

Band Junoon rocks the Wang Macarthur Geniuses Eiko and ious search for the meaning and Rudresh Ma
enter! The documentary film Koma and the avant-garde and relevance of his heritage fuse contempor

Islamabad Rock City (2001) music of acclaimed pianist amidst parties, Hollywood rhythyms with India
Margaret Leng Tan move and kitsch, the realm of the sacred, music. Joined by tha bout Junoon will also be A inspire. Co-sponsored with the and the varied places where Ensemble. Co-spanscreened.s nJapan Center at Stony Brook. hula livesthe Center for india S

Fall 2007 Season * Four programs for the price of three!
* $75.00 for a VIP Season Pass: priority seating, assigned seating, recognition in programs (Individual VIP Pass $25 per program)

* $45.00 General Admission Season Pass (Individual General Admission $15 per program) * $30.00 Student and Senior Season Pass (Individual $10 tickets per program)

Reservations highly recommended. Please reserve your tickets by e-mailing wangcenter@stonybrook.edu or call (631)632-44

STONY IFor more information on these events and other upcoming Wang Center Asian and Asian American Programs, visit our Web site: www.stonybrook.edu
The Charles B. Wang Center is located at Stony Brook University, NY 11794. To sign up for our mailing list, please e-mail us at wangcenter@stonybro
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Educator and Employer. For a disability-related accommodation, please call (631) 632-1941.
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Honors

Continued from page.3

ricular activities.
As the new school year

gathers speed, Miller and Tohin
accept their new posts with the
aspiration that they will create
a comfortable, productive, and

--happy environment for Honors
College students. "I am here to
facilitate their academic exp-eri-
en ces. I would like to create an
approachable open door policy.
Stony Brook is a treasure trove
of opportunities and I want to
help students find those op-
portunities'" Miller said..

Continued from page 16

The-team Head Coach, Sue
Ryan, a graduate of Cortland in
1983, is entering-her 22nd season.
with the -program. During her
tenure-the Seawolves have risen
from a Division LII school-a the
way up to Di-vision.

After a rocky 2005 campaign,
the team- rebounded, last. se ason
and is looking to continue im-
proving in order to compete at,
the -top of the America East con-
ference. Conference play begins
Sept. 30 against UMBC, and the.
schedule- is rounded out with 7
more conference games.. The
teams next home game is Sept. 16
versus East Carolina, with kickoff
scheduled for 12:00 -PM.

By BRI±4r MORGAN
Contri buti ng- Writer

The first Saturday 'of the col-
lege football season started off
with -two major upsets, with fifth
ranked, Michigan falling to Ap-
palachian State, And powerhouse
Notre Dame,'s l oss. to underdog
Georgia Tech. Both. Michigan and
Notre Dame lost at home and put
a damper on their young season.
Mic higan's loss. to'Appalachian
State, a member of the championl-
ship division (formerly known as
Division I-AA) was the most shock-
ing, especially since -Michigan,, a,
team with far supeirin. talent
and depth was vying for a national
championship. -The- Wolverines.,
were an- overwhelming favorite to

topple the visiting Mountaineers,
but fell short of expectations in just
the -first. game. of the -season.. The
game remained close until the final
horn; after an amazing, completed
Hail Mary pass, Michigan found
themselves backin the game within
field-goal: rang -e. With the. time
expiring the Wolverines brouight
out their special teams, and-for the
second time in the game, had their.
37 yard attempt,,blocked by Ap-,
p alachian State. Had'it 'converted,
Michigan. would have'likely taken

th ed(35-34) and the win

Despite the close score, this 34-
32. Michigan loss is now considered
by many to* be one of. the biggest
upset in. sports,'history- With the
return of stars Mike Hart (running
back) and Chad Henne (quarter-
back)', Michigan's Juggernaut of-.
fense was bound to carry them to
a national championship bid. Last
year-the Wolverines finished. the

reguar sason1 1 -4-witHartandA

year, With Mike Hart, and Chad
Henne returning, and- combined.
with their strong recruiting class,
they were a strong contender to win
it all this year. However, their loss to
an unranked team and a team that
ha s no* chance of playing- a bowl
game virtually eliminates Michi-

gan from playing- for the national
championship.

Appalachian State, the Division
I-AA champions for the previous
two seasons has been a consistent,
force throughout -their -history.
However their match was -still con-
s idered a David vs.. Goliath- contest,
mainlybecause Michigan is college
football's most successful program
i :n the sport's, history. To top it o'ff,
Appalachian State's hometown
of Boone, Nor th Carolina's entire
population of 15,000 people can,
only account -for a little more than
10% of Michigan's,- which can hold
110,000 People,.

The other 'upset, with Georgia
.Tech defeating Notre Dame (33-3)
rec .eived considerably less coverage,
but-still shocked the-fnation. Though
Notre Dame wasn't ranked in the
top'25 like Michigan, the loss is still
considered a'huge slap- in the face
to the Fighting.Irish.The had high
expe ctations with. signin g of coach
Charlie:Weiss before last season, but'
his tenure has been disappointing-
thus far, and the season, outlook is
grim. especially after being blow
out by. the Georgia Tech.

The Yellow Jackets have to be
excited, but this-victory Can't be too

mch of a surprise. They finshe
a respectable 9-5 last ye ar, and had
a successful, season until los ing the.
last three games -of the -season. to
Georgia, 1 6th raniked Wake Forest
and -10th ranked West Vir ginia.
With these three losses each only,
:by a-field goal, their 9-5 record is
misleading. Georgia Tech, unlike
Appalachian -State, has the ability
to- recruit great talent and des pite
their loss last of Heisman candi-
date -Calvin Johnson to the NFL,,

quarterback after the loss. Clausen
was highly recruited, but can't be
expected to play at the same level as
Brady Quinn in'his first season as
Notre Dame's quarterback.

The first weekend of -college,
football saw a major upset of a na-'

tionally ranked Michigan program,.
while an underrated and emerging
Yellow Jacket teaim dominated -an*
overrated! young Notre Dame
team. Ultimately, Georgia Tech's
victory wasn't a surprise,. but when
considering -Notre Dame's past as
the second most successful team
in college football history, this was
a major defeat that -is still -worth
noting.

The second week was no differ-
ent for Mihigan or Notre Dame.
Michigan's Head Coach Lloyd Carr'
might as well be- fired, in order to
begin a rebuilding. probcess. This
most recent. loss (a 39-7 blowout
to. Oregon),, against, another- team
outside Michigan's Big, 10 Confer-
ence, is pathetic. Carr's job was in
question even-before their abysmal
season started' after. Michigan's
disappointing loss to USC in the
.Rose Bowl to finish last sea son.
This weekends blow out was mag,-,
nified by, the fact it was played at
home. To make things -worse, star.
Iquarterback Chad Henne may not
pla y next week after hurting; his
leg in the second quarter'of the
game. Michigan's season is look-
ing bleak.

Notre Dame'3s week was not
much better. They took a beating at
Penn State, but their loss wasn't as
bad as the 3 1 -10 loss made it seem.
The game was close for a long 'pe-
riod of time, with the offense led by
the freshman quarterback Jimmy
Clauseri. Therefore, Charlie Weiss'
job should be safe, although will he
will still be under a microscope for
the'rest of the. season.

Penn State who was ranked #14*
coming into, game, had revenge on
their minds -after- losing to Notre

-Mi chigan and Notre Dame, who
respectively are the top two teams
succe ss-wi ,se in college football
history,. have started. 0-2. This was
also the first time -Michigan has
started 0-2 at home in a season
since 1959.
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