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John Callejas, a sophomore His video can be found, and
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If there is one part of our
body that everyone wants to
get better, it has to be our abs.
Our stomach, for some reason
or another, has always been a
source of critique for otherwise
fit bodies. I am no exception.
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OPINION
THE GREAT DEBATE:
ICON--Cool or Not?

PRO:

So, don't hate us. It's not our
fault we're creative, fun and
free-spirited. You can become
one of us at any time. Embrace
your inner-nerd. So, next time
you're sitting on the couch, and
the facebook server is down,
just think -you could have
been a 1337 sci-fi gamer.

CON:

his is just one example of
why it is good that I-CON is
eaving campus indefinitely.
Whether the thousands of cos-
tume-wearing havok producers
brought business to campus or
not, Stony Brook is better off
without I-CON.
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four weeks of his summer vaca-
tion at the New York Film Acad-
emy learning filmmaking, editing,;
cinematography, and directing.
But all that work, and the $4,000
it cost his family, will all go to
waste if he doesn't get into film
school.

That's where Upromise, a
business that helps families save
money for college, comes in.

Callejas, along with over 250
other people from across the
nation, entered a contest, which
Upromise calls "Tuitioh Tales," in
which contestants have the chance
to win $25,000 to go towards his
film school education.

To enter the contest, Callejas
had to make a video telling view-
ers why he deserved the $25,000
prize. And by luck, skill, or both,
his video, "Passion," was chosen
as one of'the final 10 videos to be
judged. This time, however, .the

eprize.net/tuitiontales/, and vot-
ing for the videos in the compe-
tition ends at midnight on Apr.
16.

In Calleja's 30-second video,
which he spent five days of his
spring break creating and perfect-

ing, he explains that without the
help of Upromise, his "visions are
just ideas"

Still, regardless of the out-
come of the competition, John is
determined to go to film school
and fulfill his dreams. "If I don't
win, even though I hope I do, I'm.
going to have to take out a loan,"
he said.

He already applied and has
been accepted to Five Towns
College in Dix Hills, N.Y., whose
undergraduate tuition for Fall
2008 is $8,700, according to the
college's website. If all goes well,

Continued on page 3
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John Callejas, a sophomore who dreams of going to film school.

Fighting Fraud With DNA
B YJOSH SEIDMAN
Staff Writer-

Ben Liang goes to work every
morning fully aware that his ef-
forts will be directly combating
counterfeiting and piracy.

The type of security that
he and his associates provide
does involve weapons, just not
the kind that are fastened in a
holster. He does conduct inves-
tigations, just not the kind that
involves tracking money orders
or interrogating a witness. And
he does use technology to solve
a case, but not secure frequency
radio transmissions and laser-
sighted guns.

When Liang steps into his

office, he comes fully equipped
with a microscope, DNA seg-
ments and a plethora of items
ranging from wool products to
fine wine,; in order to protect
against fraud.

Since 2005, Liang has been
an employee of Applied DNA
Sciences, Inc., and is currently
the company's chief technology
officer. Applied DNA is housed
at the Long Island High Tech-
nology Incubator on the Stony
Brook University campus.

Currently, Applied DNA
is heading the charge in what
hopes to be the next phase of
authentication and validation
of products. Its technology has
already been successfully used

to mark approximately one
billion items, including DVDs,
CDs, fine art, wines and many
other items.

According to the 2005 Doc-
ument, Product and Intellec-
tual Property (DOPIP) Global
Counterfeit and Piracy Report,
there is over $283 million worth
of clothing and accessories
worldwide that are fake.

Additionally, the report stat-
ed that each year there is over.
$12 million worth of counterfeit
fragrances and cosmetics circu-
lating the world's markets.

Members of Applied DNA
believe that their version of de-
fense can serve as a secure and
cost efficient complement to

other forms of security on con-
sumer products, like barcodes,
watermarks and holograms.

"Our DNA technology is
used as a last defense to prevent
the counterfeiting of many prod-
ucts, like .DVDs," said Liang.
"This ensures that I'm actually
getting what I'm paying for. It
gives the buyer proof that the
product is authentic"

The method used by Liang
and his associates involves using
DNA segments from everyday
plants to verify the authenticity
of a product.

This process occurs in sev-
eral steps.

Continued on page 3
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Call me today. If you're a safe driver,
Ican help you save money oh your car insurance.
(631) 689-7770

Simon De Souza MBA
1320 STONY BROOK RD
STONY BROOK
simon@allstate.com

Call or stop by for a free quote AllstateYou're in good. hands.

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and
applies to most major coverages. Discount applies to most major coverages. Allstate Insurance Company and Allstate Property and Casualty
Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL ©2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

The Holiday Inn Express Stony Brook Offers....
Spacious One & Two Bedroom Suites With..

* FREE Hot Deluxe Breakfast Hot Coffee 24 hour/day

* FREE Health Club Membership/Indoor Pool

* FREE High-Speed Wireless Internet

* FREE Daily Maid Service

* Microwave/Refrigerator/Coffee maker in every Guest Room

* On-site Convenience Center

* On-site Guest Laundry Facility

* On-site Playground, Putting Green, Horseshoes, Picnic Area
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Fighting Fraud With
DNA

Continued from pg 1

The initial phase includes
an encryption system that is
used to isolate strands of the
plant's DNA. In the next phase,
these strands are reconstructed
into encrypted "DNA chimers"
whose sequences are known
only to the researchers. The
DNA chimers are then covered
with a protective coating that
can be identified for centuries
after being applied to a prod-
uct.

Finally, an embedding proc-
ess allows the DNA markers to
be inserted into various sub-
stances such as inks, dyes, glues
and threads.

"In order to get around the
DNA marker you need to have
the primer that matches the
unique DNA,": Liang said. "The
effort and expense that comes
with recreating the DNA seg-
ments makes our defense very

difficult to copy."
Liang currently leads a com-

pany project called the Cotton
Project. This research is aimed
at developing the first generic
test to tell the difference be-
tween the two primary types
of cotton, Pima and upland,
in mature textiles and fibers.
Pima cotton typically has fib-
ers that are much stronger and
longer than the fibers of upland
cotton.

Prior to eight months ago,
there was no definitive scientific
process to distinguish between
the two types.

"When the cotton fibers are
turned into a product you can't
tell which type of cotton is being
used from its physical texture"'
Liang said. "Many companies
are hiding the quality of their
cotton products. At first, it'll feel
like Pima, but after a few washes
the treatment wears off and the
upland cotton reveals itself?'

In the past, most of the
players in the cotton industry
believed that the original DNA
from the cotton fibers couldn't
survive the process of turning
those fibers into textiles, namely
articles of clothing and towels.
Applied DNA, however, is eras-
ing this belief.

Liang's team discovered that
portions of the original cotton
DNA is recoverable, even after
hundreds of washes. They were
able to extract DNA from the
dead cotton cells and then com-
pare it to DNA samples of Pima
and upland fibers.

Supima, a trademark for
American Pima cotton, hired
Applied DNA in September of
2007 to prove that its technol-
ogy works. If Liang and Applied
DNA receive favorable results
from this process, they will
simultaneously be working to
quell the counterfeiting of cot-
ton products in America.

NEWS

Stony Brook Student
Competing for

$2 5,000 to Go Towards
College Tutition

Continued from pg 1

Callejas said he would be trans-
ferring there next semester.

Currently a member of
Alpha Phi Delta, John spends
most of his free time skate-
boarding, making music -- he
plays the guitar -- or taking
photos. Oh, andmaking films,
of course. His interest in film-
ing, he said, came mostly from
his fraternity brothers who had
an interest in it, too..

"I want to write and di-
rect my own stuff, he said.
He explained that he's cur-
rently working on a project
for his fraternity with some
other members that will include

slideshows as well as a series of
short clips.

One of his biggest inspira-
tions, he said, is American
screenwriter and director Kevin
Smith, and Callejas also named
"Eternal Sunshine of the Spot-
less Mind" by Michael Gondry
as one of his favorite films.

Callejas' parents fully sup-
port his decision to go to film
school, and it was actually
his mom who told him about
Upromise's contest. He said he
really wants to get the scholar-
ship so that he wouldn't have
to burden his parents with his
expenses.

Callejas also wants to make
sure his little sister has as many

opportunities as she can when •

it's time for her to go to college.
"If she wants to go to Harvard
or something, she should be
able to," he said. Callejas said
he mainly came to Stony Brook
because of its low tuition.

Although he's competing
against nine other people,
Callejas said he's confident in
his video. "All the videos that
are in the top definitely deserve
to be up there," he said. "But I
showed that I could be a good
artist and make a good video."'

For Callejas, winning the
$25,000 would mean the world.
And it would also give him the
opportunity to make hisdreams
a reality.

Health Wealth:
Washboard Abs

Can You Get Them At Stony Brook?

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES

By SANHITA REDDY

Staff Writer

If there is one part of our body
that everyone wants to get better,
it has to be our abs. Our stomach,
for some reason or another, has
always been a source of critique
for otherwise fit bodies.

I amno exception. Years ofbal-
let, combined with the scattering
of high school athletics and grade
school swimming and soccer has
left me quite trim -- but since I
started college my body has been
slowly fighting the transformation
of fab to flab.

Thus, as an effort to prevent the
Freshman 15 from becoming a re-
ality, I decided to take some fitness
classes at Stony Brook. While I am
used to the structure of a good
workout (yoga, Pilates, and all my
dance classes have trained me for
this kind of discipline), I had no
idea of what to expect from a class
that was simply titled, "Ab Lab."
Visions of thousands of crunches
surrounded my Abercrombie
stomached students made me
almost cringe, turn, and run away.
I barely made it to the first class.
But I'm glad I did. A few weeks
later, and a whole lot stronger, I
am slowly starting to realize the
pleasure in the vanity of having a
flat stomach.

Ab Lab, as the name implies,
is a 25-30 minute class based
solely on the toughest part of your
body: the core. Depending on the
teacher, exercises can range from
exercise ball crunches, to planks,

to various sit-ups -- one of the
teachers even works your inner
thighs -- but the effect isthe same:
that wonderful, post workout sore-
ness the next day, knowing that
you .didn't slave away yesterday
afternoon for nothing.

All the exercises can be done
on your own, but there is some-
thing about the idea oftaking a
class that makes me, in particular,
want to push myself. I ddn't know
if it's the years of pli&eacute;s and
relev&eacute;s, but I know that I
am not the only one who believes
it. The classes get packed, socome
early if you want a spot, and don't
worry if you have never taken a
single fitness class in youir life:
everyone in the room is at differ-
ent levels, and the teacher makes
it very clear that you should work
at your own pace. There are the
beginners, intermediates, even the
advanced -- those who can actu-
ally stay on their balls during the
duration of the class: it's tougher
than you think!

For the first time in a really
longtime, I have finally found that
I feel physically fit everywhere;
it's a really great high that no one
should miss out on. And even if
you don't get a six pack by the end
of the semester, I can guarantee
you that this class will be one
that you won't fall asleep in -- if
anything, it'll be one of the most
productive classes of your life.

The Spring Fitness Schedule
can be found at: http://studen-
taffairs.stonybrook.edu/rec/fit-
nessschedule.shtml
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*Custom Tattoo Artistry* *Body Piercing*

*Retail* *Board of Health Certified*

*OSHA & Bloodbourne Pathogen Certifled*

*Autoclave Sterilization* Single Service Neecles*

Any BodyAny Tattoo
Piercing Procedure Procedure Over $135

Origil Coupoo Onl NOpies Oriinal oupon Only, No Copies.
f coupon per procecur :I coupon -per procedure

Expire 0612008 Expires 06/2008

Open 6 days a week (7th by appointment only)

1099 Rt . 25A Suite JT, Stony 3rook
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We specialize in treatments of acne, rosacea, & pigmentation. We
offer afull line of "Results" oriented products that contain

anti-oxidants, amino acids, enzymes, botanicals and essential oils.
There are no artificial ingredients or additives in our products.

SUNY@SB Students, Faculty and Staff: Bring your ID and receive
25% to 50% discounts on select services.

Make an appointment for a complimentary skin

analysis and consultation today

- Call us at 631.675.0047 -

Visit us on the web at:wwwxejuveonline.net

~.t

&Laser Skin Care Center
60 Route 25A, Suite 3

East Setauket, New York 11733
Telephone: 631.675.0047 / Facsimile 631.675.0354

wwwrejuveonline.net

A Full Service Medical Spa Providing Services to Men & Women
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IN PICTURE

Photo Exhibit:

Sicilian Crossings to America & theDrv dCom nte
Photos by Bradley Donaldson / SB Statesman

NEWS CONTINUED

Former SBU Student, 21,
Dies In Car Collision'

BY EMILY GOVER
Copy Editor

Anthony. Priolo,: a former
Stony Brook. University student
who was a -member of Sigma

Alpha Mu Fraternity Delta Theta
Chapter, died -early Tuesday
morning. He was 2.1 years old.

Priolo died- after doctors were
unable to. stop internal bleeding
he- received as a. result of a car*
crash late Monday-night, a report.
in 'the Staten Island Advance
said.

Priolo left Stony Brook Uni-
versity and_ transferred to the
College of Staten Island, where*
he was -studying computer sci-
ence. During. his 'time -at Stony
Brook,. Priolo was a part of the-
North American. Interfraternity
Conference, headquartered in.

Indianapolis.
The collision occurred shortly

after. 11:30 p.m. on, Monday, ac-
cording to the =Advance's article.
Priolo was driving a Mercury
Grand Marquis_ down Utica Av-
enue in _Brooklyn, when: he was
struck by a GMC Yukon at 90
miles per. hour.

According-to the article, police
identified. the driver of the Yukon
as Tarike. Sylvester, a resident. of
Williamsville; N.Y. Sylvester,
who was traveling northbound
on Utica, had swerved into .the-
southbound lane and hit Priolo's;
vehicle in a head-on collision.

John 'Dianora, a passenger in
Priolo's car, was not hurt.

Priolo was- a bassist in a heavy
metal band, "This Dying Soul," of
which Dianora is the drummer.
The- two were heading back to

Staten Island from band practice
earlier that evening, Dianora told
the Advance.

"I saw the white car;. it kind16f jerked a little, bit but I didn't
think anything of it," he said in
the Advance's report. "I was go-
ing to say something, but before
I knew it,.I just saw sky...I looked
over and he was just slumped over
the seat'

The- Staten Island Advance'
reported that the funeral will
be held Friday, April 11, at the
Coloflial Funeral Home, New
Dorp, with a service at 9:45 a.m.
in the Holy Family R.C. Church,
Westerleigh.

"Rest in peace brother" wrote
Evan Capelli, a -junior at .Stony
Brook, on Priolo's Facebook
profile. "You won't ever be for-
gotten:'

Corrections
In our Apr. 7 issue, we mnc-
corectly called the. past I-
CON-27 festival, "I-CON
28."- We apologize for any
inconvenience caused.
This was niot the fault- of
the writer, but our layout

staff's.
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For information: www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/sb,

call 718-758-8150 or email us at registrar@brooklyn.cuny.edu.

Dates:

Summer Session I June 2-July 10

Summer Session 11 July 14-August 19

Cost per credit:

Undergraduate = $250*

Graduate = $270*

*NY State resident cost excluding fees.

Please refer to the online catalogue for complete c:osts. BROOKLYN COLLEGE IS U

St.Joseph's
College
NEW YORK

Get ahead this summer-attend Summer Session at St. Joseph's

College. Complete a required course. Study a special topic. Speed

your progress toward a degree. At SJC, you'll choose from a wide

variety of courses. You'll learn from expert faculty. You'll study

in small, highly interactive classes.-And, you'll benefit from our

special summer tuition. So make the most of your summer.

Study, enjoy, get ahead-at St. Joseph's College.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

SwwW.sjcny.edu

g 631.447.3219 (Long Island)
718.636.6868 (Brooklyn)
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Stal
Styl

B Y ULA LUKSZO
Staff Writer

How do you -ask for
forgiveness for a mistake
made when you were 13
years old that ended in
tragedy?

This seems to be the
central quandary at the
heart of last week's Staller.
Center film, ."Atonement,'
based on the Ian MacEwan
novel of the same name.

:Rising stars Keira
Knightley ("Pirates of the
Caribbean")_ and- James
MacAvoy ("The Last King
of Scotland") play lovers
torn apart by a false ac-csto n p e , W I

England, though their love.
has barely had more than
an instant to flower.

She is the daughter of a
wealthy English family; he
is the son of the steward,
little better than a servant
in the eyes of Cecilia Tal-
lis (Knightley), despite
having gone to Oxford.
Though sexual. tension
exists between 'Cecilia
and Robbie (MacAvoy),
they never act on it until
a hot summer's day and a
broken piece of porcelain
bring things to a head.

However, things go.
awry when Robbie gives
Briony, Cecilia's -sister, 'an
apology letter. than he has
mixed up unknowingly
with, a sexually graphic
love letter to give to Ceci-
lia.-. Briony, who is 13\ and

innocent in the practices of
love, 'desire .and courtship,
runs home and reads the
letter herself, interpreting it

as-a manifestation of Robbie's
evident sexual deviance.

That same night, Rob-
bie and Cecilia consum-
mate their desire while their
cousin Lola goes missing.
When it turns out she has
been' sexually molested,. Bri-
ony accuses Robbie of the
crime, believing, or wanting,
to believe, that it was him she
saw running away from- Lola
that night.

Briony's misconcep-
tions, confusions, feelings
of jealousy, and ultimately,
her' accusation as' the only
eyewitness .other than Lola,
who refuses to speak on the
subject, condemn Robbie to
prison and later to fighting in
the war. A rift forms between
Cecilia and her family, and
she goes to London- to be a
nurse. Eventually, Briony,
who with age realizes the
mistakes she made and' starts
writing a book about it, _fol-

lows her.
The senses of 'loss, lone-

liness, and desires uncon-
sumed are overwhelming
in the film,- and the chemis-
try between Knightley and.
~MacAvoy is palpable. It is
easy to see why !Atonement"
was nominated for so many
Academy Awards, and dif-
ficult to understand why it
only got one: for best score.

Undoubtedly, its grand
themes of war, loss and love

film excels. As we watch
Robbie dying on the coast,
of France, hallucinating a
meeting with his mother.
(Brenda Blethyn), we can-.
not help but feel that the
surreal, nightmarish qual-
ity of war is accurately:
portrayed while we. hope
against hope. that.Robbie
makes. it back into. the
arms of Cecilia.

The end .of, the fim is
tragic, and we find. that
Briony, whose story we
have been following more
closely than that of Ceci-
lia, is unable to -ultimately
atone for what she has
done. The opportunity is.
lost to her, and the only
thing left to her is atone-
.ment in fiction and poetic
license..

At times dreamlike,
and at times' realistic in
the vein of late 19th cen-
tury realism, "Atonement"
grapples with 1930s Brit-
ish class structures, the
personal tragedies of war,
and one woman's inability
to come to terms with the
pain she has caused others
due to her oxn feelings of
jealousy.

Perhaps there are oth-
er, better, war films, or

other, better love stories.
However, "Atonement" is
powerful in its. own ways.
Despite, its tendency to-
wards cinematic lushness,
it is ultimately a story that
explores the complicated
ripple effects of a mistake,
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A Lesson in
Predicaments: Sweat-

shirt Dressing

COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

BY SANITA REDDY,
Staff Writer

In the late 1970s Norma Kamali made
a name for herself by 'recreating what it
meant to dress casually. Her clever -take
on the everyday fabric of sweatshirts
became a revolution within itself:. the
"ladies who lunch" were seen toting their
Hermes Birkins while donning soft, grey
hip hugging pencil skirts made of the soft,
unfussy fabric reserved (normally) only
for Saturday morning breakfast.

Enter 2008. Sweatshirts have be-
come a staple in every college student's
wardrobe, and whether or not they are
still fashionable remains an ever present
question in the minds of many vogulettes.
This season, YSL decided to do their take
on. sweatshirt dressing by sending out
gorgeous. pieces; to an art gallery opening.
The sweatshirts were elegant enough to
wear , yet comfortable enough to know
that you would never feel the need for
scotch guard for those last minute-altera-
tions. And though sweatshirt dressing has
had its fair share of critique on and off
the runway, one can only wonder how
exactly to incorporate the "lazy luxe"

trna le magazine calls it, towrk

for a number of occasions, in and out of
the classroom.

C(aren -Nelson, of The New York
Times,- looked to stylist 'Aleksandra
Woroniecka for some advice. "It's like a
T-shirt or apair of jeans - a good basic
that you can dress up," Woroniecka said

of the trend. Woroniecka recommends
balance, which, as it seems, is key for this
style to come out looking 'just right"'

Jeans. and, a sweatshirt. can look,
frumpy on most days, but when paired
with a sharply tailored, boy's blazer from
Brooks Brothers, and a frothy, layered
neckiace at la Erickson Beamon or Sub-
versive Jewelry for Target, the outfit can.
end up having the perfect balance of chic
and casual. But the sweatshirt itself must
be chosen carefully. Hooded sweatshirts
have plenty of mass' appeal, especially
on cold winter days, but the outfit looks.
cleanest with a crew neck cut (American
Apparel makes versions that. seem to
have infiltrated into the closets of fashion
editors and Brookers alike).

This trend is clearly not .a new one.
For years we have been trying to incor-
porate high and low fashion sense, and. it
is one's dream to be able to wear formal
wear that actually looks.(and feels good).
But this rejuvenated trend is the perfect
answer to .the layering effects, that cold
spring mornings and warm afternoons
have inflicted upon us. It also answers
our desire of being- able to look good
for class, yet not amazingly overdressed
or formal. The sweatshirt can take you
from your- 9 AM coffee to your 8. PM
post workout dinner. Just be forewarned
that you should, never try too hard with
this style-casual luxury is best attained
as you rush to the door, -late for class,,
grabbing that favorite raglan and a scarf
to match.

0'
One Mistake

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
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S.Dstudent bonus cash
EXCLUSIVE 0OFFER
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New Kitchen w/Dishwasher & Microwave

New Bath,. Heat & HW Included, AC

Carpet, Large Terrace

Laundry Center, Middle Country SD

Convenient to Rt. 97 & Rt. 347

Near Smithhaven Mall

CONVENIENT TO
SUNY STONY BROOK

Priced from $104.5

Open Daily
Leasing Center 63 1-580-165.7

AIR FORCE HEALTHCARE.

GOOD PAY.

PROFESSIONAL RESPECT.

Expe;r ience thebest of everythinig :

best fclities, b benefits.tutstnding

opportunities fortraveltiing

advancement and0dy of vacato
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Uie Cows of Sams
'Valkey

BY JON PLAISTED
Staff Writer

They stand in the grass

nearby, in long and silent lines,

seemingly half-dead,

no anger or courage

to cloud the empty air,

the pasture grows to them.

Their heaviness serves them

well, this well-fed herd

sinking down in the valley,

thickset and swollen with pride.

I watch them go, and I go,

relaxed in a drunken slumber-

they hew a broad path for me...

They low as they move away

bellowing and slow,

rolling their eyes up and down

with silent gaze, hidden

among their hidden ways.

A mutual love seems theirs,

their quiet sleep of death

no different than their peaceful

days...but would they come to me

if I called? Perhaps if the need be,

but theirs is a patient willingness

that passes, passing without haste,

a stand in the grass.

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES

-t

Dots...
BY MADGESTIC
Staff Writer

Dots have him floating foolishly in centrifugal motions,:,

His thoughts of her too often, presumptuous notions

He's obsessed with all of her DAMN "mole marks"

They are "Stickers marked on her before birth from my heart"

PA-THE-TIC!

Aaand, he continues, "On the palm of her hands are my initials, 'M'"

"0 please let her be mine" he beseeched

I laughed in his face,

HARD- BODIED!

But allowed his heart to seek.

He's unsound

I HAVE
A

NEVUS!

You see, with him,

I don't get nervous

When the dotS on His skin are connected, they spell'MINE'

And my name too begins with an 'M'

And for a while now we've been very close friends
Together we've eaten dots,

M&M's

I just don't know how to tell him what I've been thinking:

'Yo! Homie! Can't you seewhat the dots at night in the sky are telling you...?'

'I've fallen out of loneliness and flew in love with you'
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Wants Your -Video!

Hey, Undergrads...
Show us what you love about

Stony Brook in a 60-second video.
You could win an iPod,

achieve Internet immortality,
or both.

CONTEST ENDS THURSDAY, MAY .1

Visit
www.stonybrook.edu/sbutube

for complete rules and instructions.

STONY
BR4\01K
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer.

AM Lews Shore 8 *37 Wail .Street' -Heuatington,. Y 117431Showies : -42N801
Quad Cinema 34 W 13th St* New York NY 111-7911

A Celebration ofEarthDay
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OPINION 11

BY SARAH ASSELTA

Contributing Writer

"So, what did you do this

weekend, Sarah?" "Oh, noth-
ing. Just had Billy West write
on my torso. The usual." Yes,
the voice of "Futurama,' "Ren
& Stimpy;'," and "Doug" made
character noises as he signed
my shirt (for free because I
sang him "Killer Tofu") and I
guess he just felt bad for me.

But honestly, I hate how
people bash I-CON. It's cool.
There, I said it -- it's cool. And .
I'll prove it to you.

I-CON is a place you can
come and feel free to be..
whatever the hell you want to.
be. Deep down, I'm a Great
Axe holding, level-75 Dark
Knight with cat ears and a
tail, who comes out to frolic
around campus for three days,
letting everyone know that I
would so beat them in a duel.

We accept you, closet fan-
tasy kid that mixes comic
books in with his porn, or you
with the Vader alter-ego, or

people that just watch the Sci-
ence Channel way too much.

"Come for gaming, stay for
the [freak] show!"

Sit, and listen to actual
engineers and physicists that
come to I-CON and talk about
"future weapons,' and "robots
and humans for exploring
space."' What? Yes!

Life is good at I-CON.

BY ALEX BERKMAN
Contributing Writer

I have been on this campus
for many years and every year
have dreaded and avoided the
campus for one weekend in the
spring semester.

This past weekend thou-
sands of people, wielding card-
board swords and wearing
costumes of their favorite
Japanese animated characters,-
converged on Stony Brook's
campus for the last year of
I-CON.

For 27 years, I-CON has
been held at Stony Brook,
and for 27 years these people
have wrecked or defiled our
campus with their "activities.
Some of the most popular of
these activities are showings

"Wouldn't it be great if peo-
ple naturally had blue hair?"
was all I could think of all
weekend. We bask in the sun,
eat smoked turkey legs, and
cheer on while Vikings beat
each other up with swords and
shields.

The April sunlight flick-
ers off their metal armor and
drinking horns...

Yeah, we sit in panels and
intelligently debate "Why
people suck;' and listen in on
"A Brief History of Awesome."
Down the hall a crowd is deep-
ly philosophizing showdowns
between pirates and ninjas.
We could teach the Discovery
channel something, all right.;
Forget about Sharks vs. Crocs!
This is the real deal!.

And if you just so happen
to have mad leet skills, show
it off at the Guitar Hero 3,
Dance Dance Revolution, and
Halo tournaments. The ladies
love it. Not enough experi-
ence points to compete? That's
O.K. too -- I'll see you in the
showing of "Hey, You've Got
Zombies in Your Back Yard."
Chicks dig zombies, dude. I'm
tellin' ya.

The open gaming room
is lame, only because that is
where all kids go to play sys-
tems they have at home. It's
like giving that one, concaved
spot on your couch a rest, and
parking your ass in Javits for
the next seven hours.

of hentai, Japanese animated
pornography, and "gatherings"
of furries.

Furries, for those of you
who don't know, are individu-
als who dress in costumes re-
sembling stuffed animals and
proceed to fornicate.

A few years ago, a friend
who has already informed me
of an incident involving furries
during I-CON a number of
years ago. A group of furries,
during the I-CON festivities
wandered into Javits Lecture
Center and began to have an
orgy just in front of the stage.
During said orgy, two men in
Star Wars storm troopers cos-
tumes were walking through
Javits when they heard some
noise, went into Javits and
called campus police. The

But stuff gets interesting
when the sun goes down,
and the Hentai (+18) seek-
ers come out to play.

"Don't touch the floors of
the I-CON Hentai rooms!"
was overheard by a cautious
CON-goer, as the masses
filed into the dark rooms...
it's a full house tonight!

But luckily, the audience
tries to keep the already im-
mensely awkward situation
as light as possible, as we
scream, "Ohh man!".. "For
real?"..."That looks like clam
chowda!" and other various
dork humor, which always
seems to be strangely right
on point.

Outside in the hall,
a rave blares, and ninjas
dance until the break of
dawn...

Come Sunday evening
when the costumes dis-
perse and another CON
is over, cold reality sets in
and you wonder why people
don't really carry around
nunchucks, axes and light
sabers.

So, don't hate us. It's not
our fault we're creative, fun
and free-spirited. You can
become one of us at any
time. Embrace your inner-
nerd. So, next time you're
sitting on the couch, and the
facebook server is down,
just think -- you could have
been a 1337 sci-fi gamer.

stormtroopers assisted with
the detainment of the furries
while remaining in character
the entire time.

This is just one example of
why it is good that I-CON is
leaving campus indefinitely.
Whether. the thousands of
costume-wearing havok pro-
ducers brought business to
campus or not, Stony Brook is
better off without I-CON.

I speak for myself when
I say this, but it makes me
little unnerved to know that
strangers have either watched
pornography on large lecture
hall projection screens that I
take exams in or have had sex
in that same room. Let Suffolk
Community College deal with
those problems next year.

I-CON 27
"There, I Said It--It's Cool''

Education is the only way to elimi-
nate poverty. Poverty is the result of
an uneven distribution of the wealth
between different social-classes in a soci-
ety. During the medieval period, Europe
remained in the dark ages because of the
triangular feudal system it exhibited. The
system divided the people into distinct
social classes, such as nobles, peasants,
and knights etc. As a result, the ma
jority became deprived of their most
basic natural, and fundamental human
rights. That huge distinction between the
social-classes resulted in the miseduca-
tion of the lower-class habitants.

History repeats itself, and the same
situation exists in the developing world
today. Therefore, education is the only
way to go. It would force children to
think with an open-mind beginning
from their childhood. Education would
also open horizons with opportunities
abound.

O LPC:
Eliminating

Poverty through
Education

By ZEESHAN MUGHAL
Web Editor

One Laptop Per Child is a not-for-
profit project founded by Nicholas Ne-
groponte, a computer scientist at MIT,
and other faculty members at the MIT
Media Lab. According to Negroponte,
the aim of OLPC is to eliminate poverty
in the developing world through educa-
tion. He believes that the best way to
provide education would be to provide
laptops to children.

However, critiques have argued
that a laptop is not the best way to cre-
ated more educational opportunities for
children. Instead, charities should create
funding for schools. But God knows
where would that money end up going
if that happens.

In reality, OLPC is the best solution
to the poverty equation in developing
countries. True, most government-
funded schools in the developing world
lack resources. They lack teachers, basic
necessities such as books, classrooms,
and most importantly, an environment
suitable for learning. As a result, a
major portion of the future generation
becomes deprived, which results in an
uneven distribution of the national re-
sources between the elite minority, and
the oppressed majority.

According to the Progress for Chil-
dren survey conducted by UNICEF in
2007, there are 93 million children of
primary school age that are out of school
around the world. Therefore, in this sce-
nario, a laptop, which will stay with the
child all the time, is the best resource of
education. Children would be able to
learn on their own, and at their own pace
due to the level of intuition they exhibit
in their early childhood.

Good Riddance to I-CON
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Summer Positionsfor Students and acult
Simming Instructors .:Lifeguard s/WS
Couselors GrupLeaders

Sort ochesILacrosse, Baeball enni

Teachers/Instructors... Drama. Dance, Arts .& Craft
Farmingc&Gardening,
N atie AmericanArt &culture

RNLPNursing.

~~i~ce''n I800 .2R-EVIE

Great Teachers, Great Toots :retat rcst

ww.Prneon Review,-cor

whilpol or ! rouds off :: re a arg :slte atio

- ~IS] WIIIK I4IIID

Ge t ha tart on next k] I1~ya

or catcup onl11B]3 whtSyou 'v~elmissed.t'I

S -c s o

wwwsuyorg.euscheus/

STUDIO starting at $60an11/1atsatn$90.IthherofPtJfesn

Village. Utilities included / cable. Parking and bus stop across the street By appointment
only. 631-473-2579.

HELP WANMl
VETERAN HOME RESIDENT SEEKING ASSISTANCE IN WALKINGIEXERCISING.
6-8 hours/Week, flexible time. Call Jack Kelleyafter 6.631-689-1085 or 631-880-0706.

DOMINOS' PIZZA DELIVERY DRIVERS AND INSIDE HELP WANTED. Flexible hours,
great pay, need your own carfor delivery. 631.751-0330

SERVICES
THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installations, repairs, & restretches. Free estimates. Over
30 years experience. Nojob too small. 631.567.1426

KAPLAN COUNSELING CENTER, LCSW-R Specializing in: addictions, anxiety, depres-
sion, panic and phobia disorders, pre-marital. Also DWI Evaluations, DMV approved.
FREE CONSULTATIONS, COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL.631.842.0841.

FAX SERVICE. $.50 PER PAGE (induding cover sheet). Call 632.6479 or come to
Room 057 in Student Union

You 'earenant?
You 're frigh tened?

Pl ease let :us .help. Lif e can. bea wonderful choice.
Alternatives to Aborin.

Free pregnancy testing,:-informtitoncounseling, and, assistance.
Cal243-2373or 10-550-490

cc

'O

0
0

..

0

Please Support Our.

Advertsrs.
Thank You!

1I

--

I

East Setauket
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT: 631-75 1-11.54
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Softbal l Endures
Tough Schedule,

Stays Above .500

Ashley Westphal fakes a bunt against Boston University on Saturday, but they
were shut out in back to back games. Sunday saw Stony Brook claw back for a
2-1 win, giving first place BU their only conference loss of the season.

Shonto Olander/SB Statesman

BY JESSICA MCCLINTOCK
Senior Writer

In 2007, Coach Bryant led Stony Brook
to a 28-20 record, its best overall record in
the school's Division I history. Five Sea-
wolves were named to the America East
All-Conference team. With four of those
players returning, the Seawolves hope to
build on last.year's success.

On Wednesday, April 2, the Stony
Brook women's softball team went to
Fordham and won 4-2. Sophomore Al-
yssa Struzenberg threw a complete game
for Stony Brook; leading the Seawolves to
their thrilling victory at Bahoshy Field in
Bronx, N.Y.

The Seawolves started off strong in the
top of the second inning with a double to
right-centerfield by junior Marissa Fleury.
Junior Kelsi Fanelli continued the hitting

Swith a single up the middle to put run-
ners on the corners, for sophomore Vicki
Kavitsky, Stony Brook's shortstop, lined
a pitch to right-centerfield for a bases-
clearing triple, giving her team a 2-0 lead.
It didn't take long for the Seawolves to
score again as the next hitter, junior Kelly
Oberto singled, driving in Kavitsky. Oberto
scored two batters later on a groundout by
sophomore Crista Cerrone.

Thursday, April 3, Stony Brook had a
double header at home against Rutgers in
which they won the first game 10-5 and
lost ithe second game 2-1. Vicki Kavitsky
went 2-for-4 with two runs scored and
two RBIs as the Stony Brook Seawolves
topped Rutgers, 10-5 in game one. In game
two, both teams were quiet offensively,

until Kavitsky hit her second home run of
the season over the right-centerfield wall,
giving Stony Brook a 1-0 lead. However,
Rutgers came from behind with two runs
in the top of the seventh inning to pull in
front by the final score of 2-1.

Saturday, April 5 had another double
header on the home field against Boston
University. Unfortunately, Stony Brook fell
in both games with scores of 1-0 and 2-0.
Alyssa Struzenberg put forth a dominating
performance in the circle over the first four
innings of game one. Struzenberg began
the game by striking out nine of the first
12 batters she faced. Game two featured
some great pitching as well, as the two
teams combined for just eight hits. Fresh-
man Colleen Matthes and Marissa Fleury
led the Seawolves offensively in game two
with two hits.

Stony Brook bounced back by winning
their third game against Boston on Sun-
day, by a score of 2-1. Alyssa Struzenberg
pitched all eight innings f6r the Seawolves,
striking out nine batters while picking up
her 10th win of the season. Marissa Fleury
hit a walk-offRBI single to right-centerfield
in the bottom of the eighth inning to give
Stony Brook a 2-1.

In their most recent series, the lady
Seawolves split a double header against
Hartford Wednesday. They continue their
demanding season on Saturday, against
UMBC for a weekend three-game show-
down.

Stony Brook is currently 16-15-1 and in
sixth place in the America East Standings.
Boston University remains in first place
with a record of 18-12-0.
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Baseball
Comes

Un
p'

Over
Junior Outfielder Steven Muzzurco
and the Seawolves defense held
strong against visiting Binghamton this
weekend.

Shonto Olander/SB Statesman

Continued from pg. 16

inning to beat the Bearcats 7-6 in the
third game of the series The seven hit
onslaught began when junior Steven Maz-
zurco doubled to start the inning. An RBI
single by Marino was followed by a bunt
single by Keith Fier. A sacrifice flyby Brian
Witkowski made it 3-2 Binghamton. Chad
Marshall had another single and Stephan
walked. Pier put pressure on the Bearcats by
running on the final pitch to Stephan and
was rewarded when the Binghamton catch
threw the ball into leftfield. He scampered
home to make it 3-3. Nowak followed with
an RBI double to plate Marshall and Rob
Dyer punctuated the inning with a three-
run home run to make it 7-3 Seawolves.

Rob Dyer went seven for 13 with seven
RBI's in the series. Senk said that Dyer's
importance to theteamis measured inmore
than just numbers. "He has a great energy
level, guys feed off his energy' he said.
"When you play with that positive outlook,
good things are going to happen to you and
he exemplifies that mindset"

The'fourth game featured a dominat-
ing performance by junibr Mike Errigo.
He shutout the Bearcats for eight and
two-thirds innings and gave up seven hits.
He also had seven strikeouts. Asked about
Errigo's importance to the team, Senk be-
lieves it is necessary to have a solid third
starter to go along with Koehler and Gary
Novakowski "Mike is extremely important.
He's starting to put it together, coming off
a red-shirt year, he hadn't pitched for so
long, but we definitely need him. Pitching
depth, whether in a conference weekend or
in the tournament is what sets the winning

teams apart:'
Senk believes in the importance of

depth at all positions. This allows him to do

tinkering and take advantage of particular
skill sets. Marino is usually part of a platoon
but that wasn't the case on Sunday. "At third
base we can go lefty-righty with Steve and
Chris Maier' he said. "Steve had such an
excellent defensive game on Saturday and
with Bing's better hitters hitting to the short
and third base side I decided to go with
Steve on Sunday":'

There was no injury update on starting
catcher Justin Echevarria who has a bad
shoulder. He went two for three in the last
gamie of the series with an RBI. "He caught
two of the four games, he split games be-
cause of the double-headers, he's good to
go," Senk said.

With the Seawolves starting 4-0 in
conference play, Senk only had good things
to say to his team. "I told them that they
did an excellent job, short of four shutouts
or four no-hitters, you can't do much bet
ter than we did." The Seawolves will play
Hartford this weekend. They started out
3-1 in conference play and come to Stony
Brook for another four-game series. Senk
said his team knows what they have to
do. "They have to talke care of business at
home. Hartford has a coach who is in his
third year and he brought in a bunch of
players. They took their lumps but now
they're juniors and seniors and they think
that it's their time.

Senk doesn't think its too early to look
at these conference games as a chance to
create separation between first and second
place. "There are still 20 games left, next
weekend it will be eight down and 16 to go.
We want to have a good weekend and do
what we did to Bing to Hartford and to the
rest of the teams."

If the first four conference games are any
indication, the America East will continue
to have their hands full with the deep and
talented Seawolves.

From the
awecap

Seawolves
C SSSuc-cessful.

Weekend.
Continued from pg. 16

StonyBrook's onlyblemishwas Charlotte
Tatler of Albany defeating Erica Federgreen
with ascore of 4=6, 6-4, 6-3.

Coach Gary Glassman said, "This was
the best Albany team I've seen since the
nine years I've been coaching, they are a
confident team:'

April 7- The Seawolves crushed the Sa-
cred Heart Lady Hawks tennis team, sweep-
ingall nine matches. First and second single
players Claudia Sanua and Paola Rodolfi led
the way, dropping only one game each. The
other matches were won in straight sets.
Sana and junior Erica Federgreen won
their 1st doubles match 8-6. The other two
double matches went 8-1 and 8-3, in favor
of Stony Brook.

Continued from pg. 16

with a time of 10:16.06 and ninth with
a time of 10:23.18, respectively. The teams
then came back the next day, Saturday, at
9 o'clock, to complete the second leg of the
Duke Invitational.

Representing Stony Brook in the all day
events was a veteran who knows her way
around first place finishes. Senior Dana
Hastie finished first in the women's 5,000-
meter run with a time of 16:42.09. Wanting
to keep the crowd impressed, Hastie blew

Senior VictoriaVovsha won her singles
match on Monday against Britany
Price of Sacred Heart 6-2 and 6-1.
She would also team up with Fanny
Charliquart for a doubles match, part
of Stony Brooks sweep of Sacred Heart
earlier this week.

Jessica Laforrest/SB Statesman

April 9- Senior Sandy Wijeratne was
named the America East Performer of
the Week for the second time this season
for Women's tennis team. Wijeratne was
undefeated in both singles and doubles
player, leading Stony Brook during their
four game winning streak. She raised her
season record 16-5, and has won six of
last seven matches. Later in the day the
Seawolves took down their fifth straight
opponent, on the road against Hofstra.
Their last loss came over three weeks ago,
against Florida Gulf Coast on Mar. 19.
Upcoming Schedule:

4/12vsUMBC11:00 am
4/13 @ Binghamton 10:00 am
4/15 vs Quinnipiac 2:00 pm
4/19 vs Hartford 12:00 pm
4/25 America East Championship @

New Haven, Conn.

past her opponents with a finishing time of
nearly 18 seconds faster than the second-
place finisher Freshman Jessica Hampson
was the next highest finisher, after Hastie,
for the women's team. Hampson claimed
sixth in the 3,000-meter steepleclhase
with a time of 11:00.53. Fellow freshman
Carolina Cortes finished just two spots
behind Hampson in eighth, with a time of
11:02.93.

The Stony Brook Seawolves will con-
tinue their road trip as they visit Tempe,
Ariz., next weekend to compete in the Suri
Angel Track Classic.

TRACK AND FIELDS

BERNINGHAM AND SALLANO
Go FORSECONDS
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Baseball Dominates
Binghamton

"Timely Hitting" Propels Seawolves
Over Conference Rival

Seawolves baseball during their four game weekend sweep of Binghamton. The-
weekend gave them a leg up over the rest of the-Conference as they move to, 4-0.
Next comes Hartford for another four game series. Shonto Olander/SB Statesman

B Y ADRIAuN CARRASQUILLO
Asst. Sports Editor.

The- Stony Brook Seawolves vaulted
themselves into first place in the-conference
over the weekend when they swept the Bing-
hamton Bearcats -in back-to-back double-
headers. The Seawolves. depth and talent was
on-display throughout the series.

Sophomore Jeremy Nowak was eight for
13 during the series with. a couple of three-hit
games. He also saved three of the four games.
Head coach Matt Senk thought that his. of-
fense shined when it was most important. "I
thought that. overall- we had timely hitting,
Jermmy's game-tyig home run, Nick Thode's

game-winning home run," he said. "Mike
Stephan did a great j ob. Stephen Marino had
timely hits. It was a great team effort."

The Seawolves won the first game 11-9.
Senior, starter Tom Koehler had 13 strike-

outs but was charged with eight runs, five
of which were earned. Senk doesn't fault his
pitcher for the uncharacteristic numbers.
"The runs' he gave up - we had a bunch
of errors that inning. It was a crazy inning,
there were bloop hits and some inherited_-
runners scored after he came out'

In-game two the Seawolves were down.
to their last chance to score when Nowak
hit the, game-tying home run. After Th-
ode's home run, Nowak came in to save the.
game. Senk couldn't hide how he felt about
Nowak's performance. "He had a tremen-
dous weekend. He hit for average, he hit for
power and he added the three saves.. He's a
pretty special player" he said.

The Seawolves used a seven-run third

Continued on pg. 15

Tennis Unstoppable
&i Unbeaten of bate

Sandy Wijeratne was the America East Performer ot the Week, alter sweeping
both her singles and doubles' matches against Albany and Sacred Heart.,

Shonto Olander/SB- Statesma'n

BY JESSICA LAFORREST_ & CARL CABIE
Staff Writers

match with partner Sandy Wijeratne, just
named the America 'East Performer of the
Week. The duo had a victory of 8-1I, while

April 5- The Stony Brook ,Women' No.3 doubles Fanny Charliquart and. Vic-
Tennis road momentum on their way vic- toria Vovsha had an 8-5 victory, puffing
tory over Albany. The Seawolves won the the Lady Seawolves in the lead for the team
meet 6-1, first singles player Paola Rodolli score. Second singles player Claudia Sanua
defeating Aimee, Kern 2-6,6-0,.6-0. The defeated Susan Ma with a 6-3, 6-3. triumph,

team proved to be consistent with their and Sandy Wijeratne had a victory over Kim
wins. Rodolfi stated "I always have to put Weltman of Albany with a 6-3, 6-0_ score.
one hundred percent in-every game'" Rod-
olf also added to the win in a No.2 doubles Continued on, pg. 15

SEAWOLVS, HASTIE EXCEL
IN D."uKE. INYLTATLONAL

BY MnIE FODERA
Senior. Writer

The Stony Brook Seawolves track and
field team traveled down past the Mason-
Dixon Line to compete in the Duke
Invitational in Durham, N.C., -last 'week.
The Seawolves had five runners place
within the top 10 during the first. day on
Friday, two runners place in the top l0 ,on
Saturday, and one first place finisher from
a familiar face.

Friday's first day of the meet proved
to be an eventful one. For the men's team,
with _a time of 8:21.49, sophomore Daire

Bermingham placed highest with a second
place finish in the- 3,000-meter. Compet-
ing in the same event for the men's team
was sophomore lain Whitfield. He placed
eighth- amongst the ,other runners with a
time of 8:3.1.11.

For the' womens team, senior Kerry
Saizano took second for the womens team
in the grueling 10,000-meter, event with a
time of 37:11.81. Competing in the 3,000-

meter on the womens side was freshman
Ruth Gillespie and senior Elizabeth Carl-
son. -They finished seventh

Continued on pg. 15
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