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About 200 students gathered in the Student Activities Center Ballroom B on Wednesday to

remember a friend,

Hospital and Aetna
Terminate Contract

By JeaNINE ResciGNO
Contributing Writer

Negotiations  between
Stony Brook University
Medical Center and Aetna
over the hospital remaining
an in-network medical
provider have failed for
reasons unknown, resulting
in the termination of their
contract with each other
as of Feb. 15, but with the
stipulation that the Student
Health Insurance Plan,
known as SHIP, will not be
affected.

According to Lauren
Sheprow, a  university
spokeswoman, SHIP

benefits were definitely part
of negotiations and it was
agreed to by Aetna to keep

Studcnts in DCtWO[k bllt
details of the negotiations
are not known.

Aetna, who supplies
approximately 4,500
students  with  health
insurance  through the

university, will no longer
include the hospital as an
in-network provider.

The stipulation considers
the hospital in-network
for purposes of SHIP
until. Aug. 16, and out-of-
network for all other Aetna
plans.

Aetna  members not
enrolled in SHIP can expect
higher out-of-pocket costs
of 30 percent in some
cases for certain hospital
services such as room and
board, anesthesia, x-rays,
and certain psychological
services. Those with plans

that do not have out-of-
network benefits could pay
even more.

Students are required to
have coverage to register
for classes; those who aren’t
covered under a parent’s or
employer’s plan must sign
up for insurance through
the university, which costs
between $400 and $600
PCI' semester,

According to  Leta
Edelson, the student health
insurance office manager,
the SHIP plan will go out
for bid and a new plan will
be put in place before the
August expiration date.

The university insurance
office is expecting
competitive bids to come
in by the end of this month,
but they have no idea what
premiums will be offered by

bidders, or what the final
agreement will be, Edelson
said.

‘The new contract will
include a clause that
protects students if a
similar issue should arise in
the future.

In a letter posted on
the university medical
center Web site, Steven
L. Strongwater, the
chief executive officer of
the center, urged those
affected to  help apply
pressure to Aetna and insist
the hospital remain in-
network.

“After extended
negotiations and despite
our best efforts, as of Feb.
4 at 5 p.m., we have been
unable to conclude what

See AETNA on 8

FRIENDS GATHER
ATVIGILTO
REMEMBER

YANIQUE

By Frank PositLico
News Editor

Yanique Bailey was not just
another face in the crowd.

FEven in death, images ofher
and her friends were projected
onto the large screen in the

Student  Activities Center,
Wednesday  night, where
almost 200 people came to
remember a friend.

Two weeks ago she was
fatally shot along with her
mother Dionne, and 14-year-
old sister Yolanne in their
Queens home.

There were friends, teachers
and people who only met her
once. In the front sat Yanique’s
friends who organized the
vigil. They draped the room
with purple - Yanique’s
favorite color.

In front of the crowd her
friends recited a line of a
prayer and then lit one of the
19 candles. And in the back
of the room was a table set up
where her friends could write
messages on postcards to be
given to her family and doves
that will be hung in her dorm
building.

But just a short walk away
was her real home, the library.

“She lived in that library,
said Brittany Greaney as she
went to do a reading at the
vigil. “We were there until they
kicked us out”

They would spend hours
there. Sometimes doing work
and others just talking about
anything and everything.

“Our last conversation was
for two hours in the library)
Christina Samuel said. “We
jumped from topic to topic. It

was the day before a midterm
but there we were.”

Karishma Rana and Ashu
Kapoor last said goodbye to
their friend in the library two
weeks ago before she went
home.

They talked for hours.
Yanique went on about
everything from how great she
did on her organic chemistry
test to how she was going to
miss her train, and even a boy.

She left her calculator there
and said she would pick it up
Monday.

“But what do I hear on
Monday?” Karishma said.
“The worst news I could ever
hear” '

Everyone mentioned her
smile. She always had a smile
on her face and would greet
everyone as a friend. She
would just walk up to random
people around campus and say
hello. She knew everyone and
could always put a smile on
your face. She was part of the
National Society of Collegiate
Scholars and choreographer
for Jawani De Nakhre, a new
dance group on campus.

She loved rock music. She
used to write the lyrics to her
favorite songs on her binders
when she was bored. Lacrosse
was her game and she was

See VIGIL on 3

Correction:

Writer Katherine
Gonzalez's name was
incorrectly spelled in the
March | issue.

Where has all the good music gone?

Every generation has a great
sound. In the 'SOs they had
swing, the '60s hailed classic
rock greats such as The Beatles,
Jimi Hendtix, and The Doors.
In the 70s , Led Zeppelin,
Pink Floyd and other amazing

bands captivated millions. In
the ‘80s the greats like Peter
Gabriel and Phil Collins made
amazing music with new

technology...

See MUSIC on 5

Young artist is YouTube sensation

It was in 2006 when the
now 24-year-old, Meghan
Tonjes started posting videos
on Youilube and soon became
a sensation on the site. Today,
her videos have collectively
received over two million

views. She even caught the
attention of celebrity blogger
Perez Hilton who is known to
further the careers of up and
coming artists, as he did for...

See YOUTUBE on 6
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Centara thai Cwsme

featuring authentic Thai and
vegetarian cuisine

(631) 471-8000
1-800-HOLIDAY

3131 Nesconset Highway
Stony Brook, NY 11720

www.stonybrookny.hiexpress.com

The Holiday Inn Express Offers...

Spacious One & Two Bedroom Suites With...
FREE Hot Deluxe Breakfast (Hot Coffee 24 hoursfday)
FREE High Speed Wireless Internet
FREE Health Club Membership/Indoor Pool

tony Brook train station and next to FREE Shuttle Service
Dunkin’ Donuts. ‘

Oben: Sun. -Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 10a.m. - 10 p.m.

1015 Route 25A
Stony Brook
689-2135

The management team at the Holiday Inn Express Stony Brook would
like to thank you for your continuing business.

e 631-751-0330
Lunches start at $7.95 « Dinners start at $9.95

24 Tugsdays; N
Buy Ono Phiza, Any Super Dear:
Sizm, Any Toppings at Two Mediun 1-Topping
Monu Prico & Gata Deep Dish Prizzas 8

2nd Pizza of Equal or 10 Pc. Di d of
Lessar Value Buffato V\;-!r'lgs @
FREE & $16" &
Valkg Wieiday anfy, Lswilled Tuga (oter:

Try our 4 new sandwiches

g Specia

1079 Re. 25A, Stony Brook

Save

your order.
Dine In or Take Out.
with this ad. Valid 3/11/10-3/18/10 .
Valid at Centara thai cuisine only.

www.sbstatesman.org
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Save Time and Help the Enwronment

Enroll today to receive TFCU E-Statements to
save time and paper and help the environment,

e Your statement will be available sooner —
generally the first business day after
month-end.

« Decrease the threat of identity thieves who can go “dumpster diving” for your account information.

e Cut down on paper clutter — E-Statements replace mail delivery of paper statements.

» View or print your statements any time.

« They're safe, secure and FREE!

Convenient LOC?!IOH:‘;‘. With TFCU E-Notice alerts you'll know exactly what's going on with your account in real time. Sign up io receive an e-mail to
Stﬂﬂv Brook UHIVEI‘SIW your computer or an instant text message to your web-enabled mobile device as soon as activity occurs on your account.
Student Activities Center You'll be advised of events such as:
Health Sciences Center « Account balances above or below your designated amount

» ATM transactions
Plus 8 Campus ATMs * Bill payments sent

* Your checks clearing
o Automatic debits

‘Teachers Federa

You can sign up for E-Statements and E-Notice alerts through TFCU Online Banking at www.teachersfcu.org.

Make the Smart Move to TFCU
Teachers Federal Credit Union, Stony Braok’s on-campus banking services partner, offers a complete range of financial
services to Stony Brook students, faculty, staff and their families. All Long istanders™ can now bank with TFCU.

Since 1952

The Educated Choice Stop by or open your new membership account online today! Call 631-698-7000 or visit www.teachersfci.org
@ S savings Foderaty Visit www.teachersfcu.org for additional locations and branch hours
insured to #250,000

EQUAL ROUSING

et * Switch to TFCU E-Statements by 3/31/2010 and we will give you a §5 bonus. See official rules on TFGU's website. + Excluding townships of Southampton, East Hamptor: and Shelter {stand.

FREE CHECKING + FREE ONLINE BANKING + FREE VISA® CHECK CARD + LOANS
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FRIENDS GATHER AT VIGIL TO REMEMBER YANIQUE

From VIGIL on 1

always running in and out of the library — textbooks in hand.

Education was important to her. Britney said she dreamt of
going to Dartmouth University after she graduated. And she
aspired to be a surgeon in obstetrics and gynecology.

Yanique was a driven student who pushed herself and her
friends to do their best and then do more. Her friends would be
excited they got a B but she would want them to do better. She
strived for the best.

Yanique loved her friends. Britney met Yanique the first day
she moved in. They weren't roommates but they might as well
have been.

“We would wear the same things, call each other when the
other was thinking about calling the other”

Last Halloween they coordinated and dressed Thing 1 and
'Thing 2 costumes, The Jast time they were together they spent
the night together just chatting and watching TV.

On Monday Britney logged onto Facebook and found outher
friend died. It was not the best way to find out.

'The outpour of support even extended as far as the president
of the university.

“Iknow very few words that will allow me to comfort you and
all of Yanique’s friends;” said President Samuel L. Stanley Jr. “I can
only say in honor of Yanique that I hope that you, and as I will,
will take the time to be a kinder and better person. To honor her » :
and do the kinds of things she did” EZRA MARGONO / THE STATESMAN

“Journalism is the first rough draft of history”

-Donald Graham

Help write
Stony Brook’s history.

Join the Statesman,
reporting SB history since 1957.

Gall Us: :
631-632-6479

Get invoived online:
www.sbstatesman.org

R

“Students staging a protest against the war in Iraq,” Spring 2005, Statesman
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UNDERSTANDING THE RECOVERY OF

CONSCIOUSNESS

Nicholas D. Schiff, M.D.

Director, Laboratory of Cognitive Neuromodulation
Weill Cornell Medical College

Monday, March 15, 2010 ¢ 4:30 pm

Staller Center for the Arts ® Main Stage
Stony Brook University

Despite major advances in neuroscience, recovery of consciousness after brain
injury remains poorly understood. How does recovery happen and what can
doctors do to help? Nicholas Schiff, a physician-scientist with expertise in neu-
rological disorders of consciousness, will review studies that have expanded
the understanding of the potential for late recovery of cognitive function and
provide insight into biological mechanisms that may lead to the recovery of
consciousness. His talk will include the results of a successful thalamic stimu-
lation on a severely brain-injured patient. For his work, Dr. Schiff was named
one of TIME Magazine’s “TIME 100” World’s Most Influential People.

For more information, please visit www.stonybrook.edu/sb/mind

ST‘@NY INTENDED FOR A GENERAL AUDIENCE - FREE PRESENTATION

Seating is limited so please arrive early to secure a space.

\NSK
BR.\\\\ Stony Brock University/SUNY is an affirmalive aclion, equal opportunity educator and employer.

STATE UNWERSITY OF NEwvork  Call {631) 6322787 for a disability-related accommodation. 09120549

_ The grant has been designed to

- engage young leaders to work
on.and off college campuses to
limit where and how tobacco
products are promoted,

advertised -and' sold, and to
advance local and statewide
policy - advocacy  approach
to - creating communities that
support and reinforce tobacco-
free norms.

Colleges For Change Programs

focus efforts specifically on those around th
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All that money on

fuifion, and I
Take the guesswork STILL don’t know
out of Choosing what o do wf;en I
a career! graduiale!

Dr. Ben Accomando has created a,,

Career-Matching Method 7
that is an effective and CALL TODAY
affordable way to determine to LEARN MORE:

which career path is .
right foryou! g ;
(516) 599-2290
You CAN be i
truly
successfil,
happy, and
satisfied
at work!

‘Encourage s udenls, staff, and peers to,

those aspects of the cornmunity
and college environment that
most influence tobacco use

among young adults.
FEIBACIC FREE

inding policies, ordinances, etc. prohibiting tobacco on
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- Where Has All The Real Music Gone?

By RavNEeer KamBo)
Opinion Editor

EVC]‘}’ gencration has agreat sound.

In the '50s they had swing, the '60s

" hailed classic rock greats such as The

Beatles, Jimi Hendrix, and The Doors.
In the '70s, Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd
and other amazing bands captivated
millions. In the '80s the greats like
Peter Gabriel and Phil Gollins made
amazing music with new technology.

In the '90s, the hard sound of
Nirvana, Alice In Chains and other
grunge bands featured music soaked
with pure emotion. As we continue
down this path and look at each
decade progressively, we reach the
new millennia. Here we find that
the selection of good music begins to
become more and more sparse.

Flip on MTV today and there is
no more music. VH1, same story. All
of these channels have thoroughly
sold their soul to the collective idea
of money over substance and opted
for reality TV. Gone are the times
when Kurt Cobain could appear on
an MTV program with nothing more
than a guitar and a chair. Turn on the
radio and the same 10 or 12 popular
auto-tuned songs of the week are
mind numbingly repeated over and
over again.

The true problem is not just the
lack of traditional media exposure for
musicians, but the overall downhill
trend of what it takes for music
to be considered good. Today it is
iTunes and YouTube that allow good
musicians to still be heard.

Defining good music is one of the
most subjective topics that a person
could ever discuss. Substance is what
makes music great. It is that feeling
you get when you know that the artist

truly believes every word they are

saying, every note they are playing,
and every little variation in their voices
and their instruments let us know this
music comes from the heart.

Substance for me is defined as
being iconic. Good music comes from
a place of down to earth intentions.
Take a look at the music of the '60s
and '70s, it is probably the most
popular music on college campuses,
with almost every person having some
Led Zeppelin and Pink Floyd on
their iPods. This music is extremely
expressive.

Music, since the beginning of
time, has always been a vehicle for
exptession of emotions, When our

A

www.taringa.net

ancestors danced around a campfire
celebrating the end of a successful
hunt, they were genuinely happy and
letting others around them know in
the best and most expressive way that
they could.

Pink Floyd’s album, "The Wall" is
a perfect example of music that tells
a story. It is about a fictional young
man named Pink, who grew up in
England, recounting the pressures
of his childhood as well as those of
turning into a rockstar.

As the album progresses from one
song to the next, the listener realizes
that on the outside Pink may seem
notmal and successful, but internally
there is something wrong, Pink closes
off from the rest of the world and
begins to feel numb to the world. He
does not know who his friends are and
is trapped in a private hell symbolized
by the title of the album. At the end of
the album, he breaks this "wall” down
and reconnects with his humanity and
who he is.

In Jimi Hendrix's song "Machine
Gun" he sings about the common
humanity of men, even between
opposing soldiers on the battlefield.
He sings “evil man makes you kill
me, evil man makes me kill you, even
though we're only families apart” In
these lyrics, he is expressing his belief
that all people are more similar and
related than not, and it is only the sad
circumstances of the world that forces

them to kill each other.

One would be hard pressed to
find any measure of true meaning
comparable to this in a modern Lil
Wayne song, My argument is not one
for rock and against rap, most popular
music today is hip-hop derived and
has those types of elements.

Once again, it is not the genre that
defines this lack of substance in today’s
music. Take a look at the music of
Tupac, growing up he slept on a dirty
mattress on the floor of an apartment
in a housihg project. Still however,
from all of the constant violence and
aggression around him, he was able to
pull himself up to a successful career
in rap. He rapped about thanking his
mother for all she did despite their
hardships and how he had never had
the chance to spread his wings and
become a fulfilled person.

Hebroughtaseriousunderstanding
of street life to many people who
would never have even imagined
what it was like. When he reached
the top, did he sell out and begin
making songs about cars, women
and money? No, he criticized himself
and the violent culture he came from,
encouraged young people to become
educated and avoid the street life.
Thar is real substance. Take a look at
Lil Wayne’s music when he was still
an inconsequential rapper in New
Otleans trying to make it. His music
was much better then, as he was still

trying to make it and prove himself.

'This definition of real music does
not extend to only serious music, but
to more easy listening as well,

When it comes to genres like
electronic dance music, a listener can
still discern if the artist is trying new
things and pushing boundaries. The
so called “musicians” of mainstream
modern music have a basic recipe, they
throw in a cheap looped beat, an auto
tuned chorus and lyrics about clubs
and dancing. This would be okay if
they actually made something else, yet
every single song seems to copy the last
and every single artist just copies the
money-making formula. It all leads
to an entire generation of music that
sounds almost exactly the same with a
few rare gems thrown in there.

Maybe what we really need to
do is examine today's consumer, our
generation, and what we really value.
When we as a collective youth begin
to slow down, and try to appreciate
life, we begin to yearn for music that
has a deeper meaning and passion
behind it.

As a generation what do we want
to be remembered for? Auto-tuned
songs about dancing in a club, is that
the mark we want to leave in history, or
do we want people in 2040 to still have
posters of our artists up on their walls
and in their iPods? When we look for
substance in our lives we begin to look
for substance in our music.

Guidelines for Opinion Submission

Letters to the editor or op-ed contributions can be submitted by e-mail at Op-Ed@sbstatesman.org, on our online submission tool at www.sb-
statesman.org, by hand at our office in the Student Union Rm 057, or by mailing it to us at the address in the left column. They must be received
at least two days before the next printed issue. The Statesman reserves the right to edit or not print any letter based on appropriateness, length,

timeliness, or other reasons at the discretion of the editorial board. Lett

hould be no lo

r than 350 wor

nd opinion pieces should not
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Four Year Strong go viral to promote their latest release, "Enemy of the
World," which will go on sale Tuesday, March 9.

Anticpated Albums
to Hear in 2010

By ANTHONY DOBRINI
Contributing Columnist

The year is still relatively
new and a lot of bands took
the winter time off from
touring to record some
albums that, hopefully, will
be released by the end of
this year. Most don't even
have release dates yet, let
alone an album title. But
here are some artists that
I am super pumped for.
Check out their previous
work, you might discover

your new favorite band.

1. Four Year Stron
- Enemy of the Worl

A bunch of dudes from
New England with the best
facial hair on the planet are
releasing their new record
on Decaydance this week,
Tuesday, March 9. Four
Year Strong have really
solidified their pop-core
sound, broadening their
audience from teenage
gitls to big ,manly men
in their mid-20s. Not to
mention they went viral
with  their promotion,
which always makes some

fun for Internet-savvy
folks. I took an internship
in the same building they
recorded last fall, so I gota
chance to hear some tracks
in the making. For me this
album might be Album Of
The Year.

2. I Can Make a
Mess Like Nobody's
Business - The World
We Know

Ace Enders, the
man behind The Early
November & Ace Enders

See MUSIC on 7

Young Artist
Meghan Tonjes
Gains Popularit
Through YouTube

By Erika Karp
Assistant News Editor

It was in 2006 when the
now 24-year-old, Meghan
Tonjes  started  posting
videos on YouTube and
soon became a sensation on
the site. Today, her videos
have collectively received
over two million views. She
even caught the attention
of celebrity blogger Perez
Hilton who is known to
further the careers of up
and coming artists, as he did

for Lady Gaga and Mika. It
was actually on his website
when I first found the link
to her YouTube page.

In 2009 Tonjes released
her debut album, “Be In
Want.” After one listen I
was mesmerized. Tonjes’
songs exemplify everything
I love about music—lyrics
torn from the pages of
a diary and chords that
remind me of a rainy day,
accompanied by a voice that
is gorgeously haunting. You
would never guess that she
is a self-taught guitar player

of five years.

Among Tonjes’ musical
inspirtations are  Jason
Mraz, Joshua Radin, Sarah
McLachlan and Tori Amos.

And while her music
does draw heavily from
these  artists, especially
Radin, everything has her
own unique signature,

The drive behind, “Be
In Want” is Tonjes™ lyrics.
If you are a fan of Taylor
Swift as a songwriter, then
Tonjes is definitely an

See YOUTUBE on 7

www.meghantonjes.com

Meghan Tonjes, 24, uses YouTube to make a name for herself. Tonjes,
who has several channels on her YouTube account, adds her own uniqe
spin to some of today's modern artists by using a variety of household
items as instruments for her covers.

Arts at
the

Brook

MUSIC:

Rachel  Davis and
Friends  will  perform

Sunday March 14 at 2 p.m.
for The University Cafe's
Sunday Street Acoustic
Series.

Neighbors, Royal City
Riot and Magnificent
Beast are performing on
Monday, March 15 at
RockYoFaceCase, the all
ages and no cover charge
showcase, at 8 p.m. in the
University Cafe.

ART
GALLERIES:

The artwork of MFA
student Nina will be on
display in the Lawerence
Alloway Art Gallery, on the
first floor of the Melville
Library from March 2 to
March 19.

MOVIES:

"An Education” is playing
Friday, March 12 at 7 p.m.
in the Staller Center theater.
"An Education” isa coming-
of-age story about a teenage

girl in 1960s suburban
London and how her life
changes when she meets an
older man.

"Precious,’ based on the
novel "Push” by Sapphire, is
playing at 9 p.m. The movie
focuses on an illterate and
abused  teenager named
Claireece "Precious” Jones.

STALLER

CENTER:

A Children's Concert:
“Orchestra Footsteps” will
perform on Tuesday, March

9 at 7:30 p.m. on the main
stage of the Staller Center.
The feature soloist is sixth

grader  violinist, ~Martin
Vaillancourt, who  won
the 2009 Stony Brook

Univeristy Pre-College
Concerto Competition on
Wednesday, March 10, the
Contempotary ~ Chamber
Players will perform in the
recital hall in the Staller
Center at 8 p.m.

Band of the Irish Guards
and the Royal Regiment of
Scotland will make their

debut tour in the United
States on the Staller Center's
main stage on Saturday,
March 13. This program
starts at 8 p.m.

‘The Staller Center's "Not
Just for Kids" series, will
show a program entitled
“Darwin,’ on March 13 at
3 p.m. "Darwin" features
electroluminescent  crayon-
like creatures that light up
the stage and tells the story
of Darwin, the dinosaur,
discovering the true meaning
of love.
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From MUSIC on 6

and a Million Different
People, is back with his
post-TEN  project  with
the longest name ever that
had only one other release
a couple of years ago. In
a recent interview, he
talked about why this new
album is back under this
name and explained that
it's because it represents
the time and place he is in
currently. Happily married
with a child, T will never
understand how this man
writes as much music as he
does. While there are some
filler songs on his records,
most of them are topping
his last.

3. Envy on the
Coast - Low Country

Long Island heroes made
a name for themselves in
the scene with their last
release, Lucy Gray, then
disappeared after having
some  drummer  issues.
Hard at work to follow up
to their solid debut, this
record looks to either make

of 2010

or break the band in years
to come. I think they are

“certainly one of the more

talented bands out there
today - their musicianship
is astounding and I think
this record will really prove
what they can do in the
future.

4. Saves the Day -
Daybreak

One of my favorite
artists of all time was about
to release their third album
in the trilogy (following
"Sound the Alarm" and
"Under the Boards"),
until one member left
for personal reasons and
two other members left
to rejoin their original
band, Glassjaw. Frontman
Chris Conley found three
musicians to take their
place and has thrown in
some new songs on the
band's most recent tour.
Now they have to start the
recording process over to
match the parts with the
current members of the
band. We are still promised
to sce the album by the end
of the year. It's also rumored

to be their last album. I
certainly hope not.

5. The
Untitled

This band has certainly
had its ups and downs in the
past couple of years. Their
last album, "Welcome to
the Night," was so put off
by fans that its surprising
they are still doing what
they love - but with that we
have a new record coming
out that is described as
having influences off their
popular "Blue Skies, Broken
Hearts...Next 12 Exits"
record. If the album hits
the right spots, we could
see this band make waves in
2010 and rightfully reclaim
their spot in this ever-
changing scene.

6. The Get Up Kids
- Untitled

Ifyou asked meayearago
about TGUK, 1 wouldn't
have even thought they
would be touring -again,
let alone releasing a new
album. Their old fans will
sure be happy to find that

they have sat in a recording

Ataris -

www.last.fm

The Ataris attempt a comeback this year with a new release, after their
last album, "Welcome to the Night," failed to impress fans.

studio to bring a bunch
of new songs to our ears.
Hopefully, they will make
some new fans as well. And
as a separatc reason why
they are so awesome - they
are releasing an EP in the
Spring to hold us over until
they release a full length in
the Fall. Indie/Emo-Rock
at its finest.

7. Blink
Untitled

Aba - lucky number
seven. Tom says it will be

182 -

out in 2011. Travis says it
will be this year. And Mark
says he will do everything
in his power to release it
this year. Easily the most
anticipated album this year,
or next (depends how you
look at it.). This album
will really set the course for
the band who came back
together a year ago and
played over 50 dates this
past summer to a mixture
of happy punk rock kids
which never gota chance to
sce them perform because

they were too young and
old veterans that used to be
the kids jumping around at
concerts before the band's
hiatus.

A rumored single was
supposed to come out,
but more has to be done
to polish their recordings.
The band members are too
busy with each of their side
projects. Rushing it won't
make it any becter.

Let's just hope and cross
our fingers to see it, no
matter what the timetable.

Meghan Tonjes Becoi

From YOUTUBE on 6

interest to you. Her lyrics
are personal and from the
heart.  Accompanied by
an amazing voice, there is
nothing stopping her.

Her way with words is
especially seen in the song,
“Saved,” which is about a
religious struggle.

“I hope your God keeps
you warm. With his fire
and brimstone and words
you love screaming out
loud. Wearinga cross round
your neck. To remember

€S a

Sensation Through YouTube

forgiveness and love. But
you always forget, Tonjes
sings with a melancholy
guitar accompanying her
low voice.

Tonjes’ appeal  only
grows as you watch your
way through the hundreds
of uploaded videos on her
YouTube channel.

It is covers like
“Telephone,” by Lady Gaga
and Beyonce and “Summer
Love,” by Justin Timberlake,
which illustrate her talents.
In these covers, she uses
a Styrofoam box, plastic

. hangers, perfume spray and

a box of candy. hearts as
insttuments to recreate the
sounds in the actual songs.
It is amazing how she mixes
everything together. You
would never be able to tell
that these random objects
were used if you just listened
to the music instead of
watching the video.

The channel also has
features  like  “Request
Tuesdays” where Tonjes
posts covers of songs
requested by viewers, along
with “Weekly Gleek,” posts
where she covers songs

from the TV show Glee. In

addition, Tonjes also created
a channel to discuss body
image issues on YouTube
called, Project Lifesize. She
created the project after she
received hundreds of nasty
comments concerning her
weight.

If you are still unsure that
Tonjes is all that 1 make her
out to be, T will leave you
with one piece of advice.
Logonto YouTube and listen
to her lovely cover of Miley
Cyrus’ “Fly On The Wall”
Anyone who can make that
song enjoyable should not
need to prove anything else.

\USiC

www.meghantonjes.com
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From AETNA on 1

we believe is an equitable
agreement with the insurer
and, regretfully we cannot

continue to offer those
services to members of
Aetna under the terms

Aetna is proposing, he
wrote.

Before the negotiations
ended, Matt Wiggin, Actna
business communications
spokesperson, said, “We
hope to reach an agreement
that will not unreasonably
increase the cost of care for
Suffolk County residences
and businesses, or Stony
students covered
under the Aetna Student
Health plan”

After negotiations
concluded, Wiggin
. said, “The SHIP was an
important factor in our
negotiations and we are
pleased that we were able to
reach an agreement for our
student health members.”

According  to  the
hospital Web site, although
the contract has expired,
Actna and the hospital are
still negotiating and Aetna
could on a new SHIP along

* the
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with other insurers.
‘This is the latest
occurance in the wake
of a national debate
on health care reform
while other New York
hospitals dispute with
insurance companies
over their contracts.
According to the
Empire  BlueCross
Blue Shield Web site,
www.empireblue.
com, FEast End
Health Alliance, =
which
Southampton -
Hospital, terminated -
its  contract with
Empire last August.
Empire  claimed
that the three
hospitals comprising
health alliance,
which is an affiliate of
Stony Brook Medical
Center, sought rate

~includes T
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increases in excess
of 50 petcent and those
increases  would  cause
health care costs to quickly
and dramatically spike.
Empire was also in
contract negotiations with
Stony Brook University
Hospital last July, but

the two parties were able

agrec on the hospital’s
reinbursement rates and
implimented a multi-year
deal.

Stony Brook is the only
Level I Trauma Center
and tertiary cate hospital
in Suffolk County, leaving
many insured with Actna

weary. Those insured with
Aetna who sustain serious
injury, such as massive head
trauma,  requiring Level
I care are looking at hefty
medical expenses, even
with the out-of-network
benefits,

It appears that Aetna has

sympathized with at least
one student by agreeing to
the SHIP stipulation.
Enida Zckovic, 19, a
health and sciences major,
said, “It’s unfair and these
insurance companics
should give students a

break.”

Chatroulette, A New Way to "Conntect”

By CHArLes COsTA
Columnist

Looking for a good time but too
lazy to roam the streets at night?
How about gaining something
valuable -- be. it a: life lesson,
glimpse into a foreign culture, or
another example of how curiosity
can scar you for life.

What's the subject of this week’s
column? If you said the next best
thing since Internet porn, then you
guessed right — at least with regards
to shock value. I'm talking about
Chatroulette (chatroulette.com).

A virtually unfiltered site which
brings back memories of the days of
chartrooms where virtually anyone
ina chat room had the ability to take
on any persona of their choosing.
Chatroulette adds a modern twist to
the previously mentioned classic by
allowing users to also communicate
via webcam and/or microphone.

For those who haven't had the
fortune to engage in Chatroulette
I'll provide (a heavily) toned
down summary of the people I
encountered. My first stranger
turned out to be a painted finger
with a sign saying “Jesus 4 Life.” I
tried to communicate via voice and

text, however after two minutes
of not receiving any meaningful
response, I finally realized that the
stranger may have been trying to
communicate with me via prayer,
however since I didnt have the
patience to deal with a finger, I
clicked next.

previous aspects. Overall the flashers
were in the minority - 99% of the
time they disconnected instantly as
soon as they saw my cam — and the
rest of the encountered people were
drunks, rowdy tee-nagers, pe-ople
who look like they would fir well

in an episode

Clicking of “To Catch
next when [ a  Predator”
did (therefore The rest of the encountered (I was kind
overlooking enough  to
a  powential people were drunks, rowdy provide that
prayer) pt- advice when
obably was not teenagers, pCOplC who look applicable),
a good idea and then
becausethenext  like they would fit well in just  people
co-nnection « exploring
st-arted  with an CpiSOdC of “To Catch a the site and
seeing an . willing to chat
oversized Predator for a little.
posterior  (I'm While
trying ver playing with

hard to make this article conform
to standard decency standards)
in a thong, slowly turning. Just
as I moved my mouse to hit next,
knowing what was about to come
(my ESP finally kicked in when
I needed), the body stopped
sideways and a hand revealed a very
unpleasant surprise.

Not everything on Chatroulette
was as boring/unpleasant as the

the site, I occasionally tried to get
input from users who actually got
past the initial five seconds of seeing
if you were getting a picture of a face
or something way below, however
many occasions 1 didn’t get very far
because of language discrepancies ~
France and Germany seemed to be
the most popular nationalities of my
conversations.

So, what is there to say about

Chatroulette. If you're going on the
site looking for serious friendships,
you are probably better off going
elsewhere. If you're just looking for a
great venue to start a flame war, have
random/pointless  exchanges, or
enjoy the thrill of not knowing what
you'll see next on your computer
screen, Chatroulette is for you.

Honestly, despite not expecting
to form any serious connections on
Chatroulette there was an addicting
quality to the site which kept me on
the site for an hour for my initial
test. My second round with a friend
lasted an hour and a half however in
both instances very few intelligent
conversations occurred. The only
major hindrance of the site is the lag
between connections which ranged
from as little as a few seconds, to
over five minutes.

Also,  regarding  obscenity
Chatroullete has a report button;
however it doesnt seem to be
discouraging many users from
getting sick thrills. Searches for
information about the site mention
itwascreated bya 17 year old Russian
teenager as a small project started
out of boredom. Chatroulette did
not respond to request for comment
regarding information about the site
and their policies.
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FOR RENT

STUDIO APT starting $600 and 1 B/R apt starting $900. In the heart of Port Jefferson
Village. All utilities included, cable, water and heat. Free wireless intemet. Parking and bus
stop across the street. By appointment only. 631-473-2499.

HELP WANTED

DOMINOS PI1ZZA DELIVERY DRIVERS AND INSIDE HELP WANTED. Flexible hours,
| great pay, need your own car for delivery. 631.751-0330

SERVICES

THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installations, repairs, & restretches. Free estimates. -Over 30
years experience. No job too small. 631.567.1426

FAX SERVICE. $0.50 PER PAGE (including cover sheet). Cali 632.6479 or come to Room
057 in Student Union.

I have been alive for 8 weeks.
 After 18 days, you could hear my heart beat.

¢ 9 * After 40 days, you could measure my brainwaves.
* After 45 days, | felt pain and responded to touch.
S Please choose life for me.

Alternatives to Abortion.
Free pregnancy testing, information, counseling and assistance.

Call 243-2373 or 1-800-550-4900

By Sam Kis
Assistant Sports Editor

As  Vermont’s Marqus
Blakely stepped to the line
on' February 24, in a sold-
out and hostile Pritchard
Gymnasium-Stony
Brook’s new home court
advantage-every finger in
the student section was
pointed at one man.

But it wasn't Blakely they
were pointing at. It was
Chris Creamer, a 21-year-
old Northport native and
Seawolves superfan, sitting
five rows up directly behind
the basket, his. sizeable
stomach bared and jiggling
like a belly dancer in a
desperate attempt to throw
off the free throw shooter
as the entire Red Zone
student section and even
Wolfie urged Vermont’s star
to “LOOK AT ITY”

Blakely looked, and went
2-for-6 from the charity
stripe in the game.

“At first I did it to gross
out my friends] Creamer
said. “But then at a women’s
game, we were thinking
of ways to distract the

BRADLEY DONALDSON / THE STATESMAN

Chris Creamer distracts a free-throw shooter
during the Stony Brook women's loss to Hartford
on Sunday.

Fans, One
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HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM to 9 PM
Sunday 10 AMto 6 PM

STAR TREK - DR WHO -
SCIENCE FICTION - POSTERS - T-SHIRTS
JAPANIMATION - VIDEOTAPES - MODEL KITS
MAGIC: THE GATHERING - ROLE PLAYING GAMES

366-4440

FOURTH WORLD COMICS |

33 Route 111, Smithtown, NY 11787
(Uncle szeppe 5 Shoppmg Center)

TOYS - STAR WARS

10% ,p/scowvr W/VALID

Job Opportunities in Mental Health Services

Gain Valuable Experience by working in community residences with individuals
who have psychiatric disabilities. Internships also available.

Part Time - 2 overnights per week or on every other weekend
Full Time - Monday to Friday daytime schedules available

Access to car and clean license required
Paid Training, Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits

/'

[ & 7

o Oy

4

?focrtfvd

for Commumty Living, Inc.

(631) 361-9020 ext. 105 or FAX (631) 361-7087

www.optionscl.org

Come Visit Qur Table At the Job/Internship Fair,
Wednesday March 10th, in the Student Acitivites Center

Man Stands Above Them All

shooters. I tried it, and saw
the reactions of the players
on the floor and bench, and
realized I had something

good.”

Creamer, a fourth-year
mechanical engineering
major at Stony Brook
University, has been
attending Seawolves

sporting events for years,
dating back to the days
when the basketball teams
were perennial losers and
played in the arena.
Creamer started out
going to sporting events
as part of the Stony Brook
marching/pep band. Since
its inception, the band has
been the center of school
spirit on campus, starting
chants and songs at football

and basketball games.

But Creamer wasnt
satisfied with just two
SpOrts.

“I wanted something to
do when basketball season
ended,” he said.

The result was band
members making noisy
appearances at lacrosse,
soccer and hockey games.
Creamer organized - small
pep bands to appear at

the games, playing the
same sorigs they would at
basketball games, but under
the direction of a student
instead of band director
John Leddy.

Creamer even went with
a group of five students to
a men’s basketball game in
Albany this year.

“We decided two days
before the game,” he said.
“It was either that or watch
itin the SAC.

“Tommy Brenton and
Danny Carter copped us
tickets,” he said.

The trip brought Creamer
and company’s support to
the attention of the players.
Breanne Nugent, who was
among the people who
made the trek to Albany,
said the players know who
they are after the game.

“1 saw [senior
Muhammad] El-Amin in
the student union, and
he said, “Thanks for the
support,” the 19-year-old
former band member said.
“It was amazing.”

Creamer went to further
extremes to see the players.

“I crashed the team party
last week—it was awesome,”

he said, all in one breath.
Creamer and his

group booked a hotel in

Hartford for the conference

tournament. They went
all out with red, well,
everything.

“We have red face-paint,
and novelty hats,” Creamer
said, taking a break to
scream at a Binghamton
women’s basketball player
trying to sink a free throw
against Stony Brook Friday
night. “Everything down
to my underwear will say
‘Stony Brook.”

The men’s and women’s
basketball teams played in
the America East postseason
tournament this weekend,
and Creamer was where he
always has been—front and
center—vocally supporting
his beloved Seawolves " as
they pushed for a place in
the NCAA March Madness
tournament.

His support has come
with a price, however.

“Asa result of this athletic
department, I legitimately
need a tonsillectomy,” he
said. “They’re coming
out right after basketball

»
s€ason.
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Junior guard Misha Horsey racked up 11 points during the tough battle with Hartford, and will return next year to help Stony Brook get further than
the America East Conference semifinals. '

From WOMEN on 12

“I'm proud of my team.
They battled”

Junior  Misha
finished with 11 points.

The Seawolves kept the
game very close in the early
going, with Jeter scoring first to
give Stony Brook the lead.

Hartfords Diana Delva,
who last Thursday was named
the America East Player of
the Year, was forced to the
bench just three minutes into

the game after picking up her

Horsey

second foul. She finished with
nine points. .

Boosted by the absence of
Hartfords star, Stony Brook
was able to hang with the
tournament hosts and  kept
their hopes alive.

Jeter scored 11 points in the

first half, and Horsey added

seven.

Hartfords Erica Beverly
became the first player in
Hartford history to get 1,000
rebounds with 6:09 to go in the
first half.

She also has more than
1,000 points in her Hawks

carcer. She had eight points
and 10 rebounds against Stony
Brook on Sunday.

The halftime gap was cight,
and Stony Brook looked like it
had the strength to pull off the
upset.

But Hartford proved to be
a team with great depth, and
looked to be overpowering the
Scawolves inside as Beverly

collected  rebound  after
rebound.

Hartfords guards  were
indomitable too, shooting

the lights out as Stony Brook
struggled to maintain pace.

Hartford’s Mary Silvia was

4-for-5 from three-point range.
The Hawks' bench outscored
Stony Brook’s, 44-0.

The gap was steady at 10
when Jeter fouled out with
3:10to go.

Stony Brook did not score
for the rest of the game, and
Hartford went on to their 20th
straight victory.

Hotsey said the Seawolves
would be working hard to
improve in the offseason.

“Every aspect of our game
has to get better she said.

Jeter agreed, saying that the

team wouldn't forget this game
as they worked out before next
season,

“We'll remember the bitter
taste we have in our mouths
right now, and we'll continue
to grow; she said.

Coach Cherry said she’s
proud of the pair of juniors,
who will be returning next
season.

“Those two are warriors, she
said. “Ilove these guys. They're
great kids and hard workers.”

The Seawolves’ season s over,
but Hartford goes on to play
Vermont in the championship

PHOTOS BY BRADLEY DNALDSON / THE STATESMAN

game on Saturday night at 8
p-m. Vermont’s women'’s team
had held a top-25 ranking
earlier in the season, but lost
out on it as Hartford ascended
the ranks.

The winner of the
championship game gets an
automatic bid to the NCAA
national championship
tournament, but there is a
chance that both teams could
earn a spot in the tournament.

Both Stony Brook and
Hartfords coaches said they
believe both teams should
make the final bracket,

Senior forward Crystal Rushin (left) looks for an outlet during the Seawolves' loss to Hartford Sunday. Coach Michelle Cherry draws up plays in the
huddle (right) to help the Seawolves pull out a win.
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Seawolves Fall il

PHOTOS BY BRADLEY DONALDSON / THE STATESMAN

Stony Brook student Katie LoBiondo (left) puts her head down after the Seawolves' loss. Junior guard Chris Martin (right) picked up seven points
during the comeback rally, but his efforts weren't enough to help Stony Brook pick up the win.

By Sam K
Assistant Sports Editor

‘The team danced on the
court, a blur of red and white
as their red-clad supporters
jumped in the stands, making
the ground shake.

But it wasn’t the busloads
of Seawolves fans that had
made the hours-long trip
to see their top-seed men’s
basketball team play in the
America East Championship
semifinals. Instead, it was the
#4 Boston Terriers who were
celebrating a championship
game berth.

Stony Brook overcame
a 13-point halftime deficit,
going on a 15-0 run coming
out of the locker room in the
second half, only to watch
their lead evaporate down
the stretch as the Terriers
came back to win it, 70-63.

“We knew coming in it
would be a tough game,’
Seawolves Head Coach
Steve Pikiell said.  “It’s
disappointing. We were one
game short of our goal for
the year”

The loss knocks
Stony Brook out of the

championship tournament,
but the team’s season isn't
over. By winning the regular
season championship,
the Seawolves earned an
automatic bid to the National
Invitation Tournament. The
selection show for the NIT
will be next Sunday.

‘The Seawolves came out
of the gates firing, as senior
Muhammad El-Amin, who
heard the criticism for not
playing his best basketball
against Albany, showed
his Player of the Year form
by knocking down three
straight three-pointers to
give Stony Brook a 9-3 early
lead.

But it was downhill from
there for the Seawolves. The
Terriers Corey Lowe was
relentless, getting 16 points
including going 4-for-5 from
three-point range. Boston’s
Carlos Strong added 10 first-
half points on 2-for-3 from
beyond the arc.

Meanwhile, Stony Brook
struggled, shooting just 31
percent from the field and a
very poor 33.3 percent from

_ the free throw line.

“We're a good free throw
shooting  team,”  Coach

Pikiell said. “I couldn’t tell
you why we missed them
tonight.”

After El-Amin’s hot start,
Stony Brook could manage
only 13 more points in the
half.  No other Seawolf
scored more than three
points in the first half. Stony
Brook trailed by 13 at the
break.

Sophomore guard Bryan
Dougher said the team made
adecision to bringeverything
they had in the second half.

“We knew we needed
to step up the intensity,
Dougher said.

With  the  intensity
picked up, Stony Brook was
the dominating team they
were all season, going on
a 15-0 run from the start
and eventually leading by as
many as five,

But missed free throws
down the stretch effectively
killed the Seawolves
championship hopes. Stony
Brook shot 47.6 percent
from the line in the game.
Boston hit' 70.6 percent of
their free throws.

Even  Doughers 13
second-half points couldn’t
prevent a Boston comeback,

as Lowe added to his tally at
afurious pace.

Stony Brook held the lead
untif 2 Lowe three-pointer
with 4:35 to go gave the
Terriers a one-point lead.
He would score five more
in the second half, bringing
his total to 24, leading all
scorers.

“Lowe was terrific
tonight,” Coach Pikiell said,

Boston saw out the game
comfortably to a final score
of 70-63.

Sophomore Tommy
Brenton, who scored seven
points and gathered 10
rebounds, gave credit to the
Terriers.

“They came to play’
Brenton said. “They played
really hard.”

The loss was Stony Brook’s
second in three games, the
Seawolves picking the worst
time to be in poor form.
Boston, however, is playing
its best basketball at the end
of the year, having won nine
of its last 10.

The game sets up a
matchup between #4 Boston
and #2 Vermont for the
championship game on

March 14.

Women's
Hoops
Battles,
Loses To
Hartford

By Sam KiLs
Assistant Sports Editor

Despite  a  valiant
19-point effort from junior
Kirsten Jeter, the #4 Stony
Brook Seawolves women’s
basketball team fell to the
#1 Hartford . Hawks, 65-
43, in the semifinals of the
America East postseason
rournament at Hartford’s

Chase Arena on Sunday.
It was the third
consecutive season that

the Hawks have knocked

the Seawolves out of the

tournament and  Stony
Brook’s 11th straight loss
to Hartford, a streak that
dates back to 2006.

Despite the 22-point
final margin, the gap was
smaller for most of the
game until Jeter fouled
out with 3:10 to go in the
second half.

Stony Brook Head
Coach Michele Cherry
said the difference boiled
down to the little things.

“We missed a lot of easy
shots, and that was the
difference,” Cherry said.

See WOMEN on 11




