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The Department of Hispanic Languages
and Literature, in the College of Arts and
Sciences, offers different curricula lead-
ing to the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy
and Master of Arts. A candidate for the
Ph.D. degree engages in research leading
to a dissertation. The M.A. degree may
emphasize either literary or linguistic
research or language teaching. Part-time
study is permitted with graduate courses
usually offered during the late afternoon.

Admission Requirements
Besides filing the official graduate appli-
cation forms, the prospective student
must provide transcripts covering all
previous college-level studies. This 
usually includes a bachelor’s degree
with a major in Spanish, three letters of
reference, and a sample of written work 
(an essay or term paper). GRE scores,
while not required, are taken into 
consideration. The Department urges
students to take it, but students with
strong academic records who do not will
be considered for admission.

International applicants must score at
least 550 on the Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) (213 com-
puter-based, 90 Internet-based) and
must show that they have the necessary
funds to finance their education (living
expenses plus tuition). It is strongly 
recommended that applicants take the
TOEFL exam in their country of origin.
An applicant whose qualifications seem
deficient may be admitted on a part-
time basis as a Graduate School special
student (GSP) through the School of
Professional Development.

All students who do not speak English as
a native language, any new or transfer
Ph.D. students, supported master’s stu-
dents, and students for whom the TOEFL
has been waived as a requirement for
admissions must take the English profi-
ciency exam or SPEAK (Speaking
Proficiency English Assessment Kit)
test. SPEAK scores lower than 55 may
require a student to take an ESL
class(es) or be ineligible to teach. A
recent TSE or IELTS exam can be
substituted for the SPEAK test. The

ESL Program from the Department of
Linguistics gives this exam, which is
administered by appointment only. 
Students must score at least 55 points or
higher to satisfy Stony Brook’s English
proficiency requirements.

Teaching Assistantships (TAs)
The Department of Hispanic Languages
and Literature has a yearly allocation of
teaching assistantships for its graduate
students. Each year, the assistantships
are awarded to the most promising
applicants.

Teaching assistants are assigned to
teach one section of a course each semes-
ter. During the first semester of their
assistantship, they are required to attend
an orientation session and a practicum
given by the Department to provide
instruction in the methodology of lan-
guage teaching. In the performance of
their teaching duties, teaching assistants
must conform to the program and
University regulations regarding class
attendance, examinations, grading sys-
tems, office hours, syllabi, and textbooks.

Meetings with a supervisor and a 
coordinator of language courses are 
regularly scheduled and attendance is
mandatory. Written evaluations of each
TA’s teaching performance are done peri-
odically by the Department. Renewal of
assistantships will depend upon compli-
ance with the regulations listed above.

Teaching assistantships are renewable
for a maximum of three years for Ph.D.
students entering with an M.A. or equiv-
alent, or four years for Ph.D. students
entering with a B.A. or equivalent.
Students who are ABD (all but disserta-
tion) may be eligible for a fifth year in cer-
tain circumstances. Renewal is subject
to passing the qualifying examination and
satisfactory course grades and teaching.
There is a limited opportunity for summer
teaching at an appropriate stipend. Other
fellowships, loans, and work-study pro-
grams are available.

Several W. Burghardt Turner fellow-
ships are awarded each year to promising
minority students who hold American
citizenship.

Faculty
Professors
Charnon-Deutsch, Lou,1,3,4 Ph.D., 1978,
University of Chicago: 18th- and 
19th-century Peninsular literature; 
feminist theory; women writers.

De la Campa, Román,1,2,3 Emeritus, Ph.D.,
1976, University of Minnesota: Latin 
American and Caribbean literature; 
contemporary critical theory.

Read, Malcolm K., Ph.D., 1978, University of
Wales: Sociology of literature; literary theory;
Marxism and psychoanalysis.

Roncero-López, Victoriano, Chair, Ph.D.,
1988, University of Illinois, Champaign; 1987,
Universidad Complutense de Madrid: 15th- 
to 17th-century literature of Spain; histori-
ography; European humanism; modern theory.

Lastra, Pedro, Emeritus, Ph.D., 1967,
Universidad de Chile: Modern and 
contemporary Spanish-American literature.

Vasvari, Louise,1 Emeritus, Ph.D., 1969,
University of California, Berkeley: Medieval 
literature; translation theory; literature and 
linguistics; romance philology.

Associate Professors
Firbas, Paul, Ph.D., 2001, Princeton
University: Colonial Latin American literature,
modernity in Perú, textual criticism.

Flesler, Daniela, Ph.D., 2001, Tulane
University: Contemporary Spanish literature;
postcolonial theory; cultural studies.

Klein-Andreu, Flora, Emeritus, Ph.D., 1972,
Columbia University: Linguistic meaning; lan-
guage evolution and variation; relation between 
theory and research methods.

McKenna, James B., Emeritus, Ph.D., 1965,
Harvard University: 20th-century Hispanic 
culture and literature.

Ordoñez, Franscisco, Ph.D., 1997, Graduate
Center, CUNY: Syntax; morphology, dialectology.

Vernon, Kathleen M.,3,4 Ph.D., 1982, University
of Chicago: 20th-century Spanish and Latin
American literature, cinema and popular 
culture, gender and cultural studies.

Assistant Professors
Elías-Ulloa, José, Ph.D., 2005, Rutgers
University: Phonology and contact of indige-
nous languages and Latin American Spanish.

Pérez-Melgosa, Adrián,,3 Ph.D., 1995, University
of Rochester: Film and literature in the
Americas, cultural studies, film studies.

HISPANIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE

Hispanic Languages and Literature (SPN)
Acting Chair: Victoriano Roncero-López, Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library Room N3015, (631) 632-6935/9669
Graduate Program Director: Kathleen Vernon, Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library Room N3022, (631) 632-9668
Graduate Program Coordinator: Betty Desimone, Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library Room N3017, (631) 632-6935

Degrees awarded: M.A. in Hispanic Languages and Literature; M.A. in Teaching Spanish; M.A. in Romance Languages and Literature (Spanish);
Ph.D. in Hispanic Languages and Literature



201

Polit-Dueñas, Gabriela, Ph.D., 2002, New York
University: Contemporary Latin American litera-
ture; gender and critical theories.

Price, Rachel, Ph.D., 2007, Duke University:
Modern Latin American and Caribbean literature;
the Atlantic; critical theory.

Director of the Spanish Language Program
Ruiz-Debbe, Lilia, Ph.D., 1997, University 
of Geneva, Switzerland: Applied linguistics;
second language research; language pedagogy.

Lecturers
Davidiak, Elena, M.A., 2004, University of
Northern Iowa: TESOL/Spanish.

Rzhevsky, Tatiana G., M.A., 1981, University 
of Illinois: Spanish language and literature; 
foreign language pedagogy.

Salva, Eric, M.A., 1997, SUNY at Albany:
TESOL.

Number of teaching, graduate, and research
assistants, Fall 2007: 19

1) Recipient of the State University Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Teaching

2) Recipient of the State University Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Research

3) Comparative Literature

4) Women’s Studies

5) Language Learning and Research Center

Degree Requirements
Before registering for each semester,
students should consult with a member
of the graduate committee of their pro-
gram to schedule an approved combina-
tion of courses. All new M.A. or Ph.D.
students are required to meet with the
graduate program director during the
first week of classes to fill out informa-
tion sheets. Normally, for the M.A.,
three or four semesters of full-time
study are required. For the Ph.D., the
number of semesters necessary before
advancement to candidacy varies (see
below). A minimum of two consecutive
semesters of full-time graduate study
in residence is required for the Ph.D. It
is recommended that the number of
Independent Studies not exceed two.
However, this is determined on an indi-
vidual level.

Undergraduate courses may also 
be considered as part of a full-time
course load, but do not count toward a
graduate degree. Since undergraduate
courses are not covered by a tuition
waiver, students must pay for such
courses. Graduate reading proficiency
courses (FRN 500, ITL 500, POR 500)
fulfill the language requirement and
count toward a full-time course load 
but not toward a graduate degree.

According to University requirements,
a minimum of a B average must be
maintained in all graduate coursework.
After taking the practicum (SPN 691),
students may choose to enroll in 
SPN 693 as part of a required 12-credit
load until they reach the point where
their full-time credit load is nine cred-
its. Equivalent courses taken at other 
universities may be certified as fulfill-
ing specific required courses in this
Department, but only six graduate
course credits of any kind may be
transferred.

M.A. in Hispanic Languages and
Literature
The curriculum leading to the Master 
of Arts degree may be terminal or may
be combined with the Doctor of
Philosophy program. In addition to pro-
ficiency in Spanish and English, read-
ing knowledge in a third language is
required. There is a general require-
ment of 36 graduate credit hours. At
least 30 of these credits must consist of
the following courses: (1) a minimum of
one course in linguistics, (2) SPN 691,
Practicum in the Teaching of Spanish
Language, (3) SPN 509, Literary
Theory (or another theory course), (4) a
minimum of two courses in Peninsular
literature at the 500 level, and (5) a
minimum of two courses in Latin
American literature at the 500 level.

After completion of 30 graduate credit
hours, a student must either take a
basic comprehensive examination or
complete a thesis/project. Each of these
options is equivalent to six graduate
credit hours. Students working on a
part-time basis should complete all
requirements within five years after
their first regular graduate registration.

The M.A. comprehensive examination
is based on a reading list consisting of 75
titles: 50 in the field of major emphasis
(Spanish Peninsular or Spanish-
American) and 25 in the minor field.
The student, with the advice of the
graduate program director, will choose
three members of the graduate faculty
to form the examining committee, with
one of them to act as chair. The exami-
nation consists of five hours of written
work: three on the field of major empha-
sis and two on the minor field.

The M.A. thesis is written under 
the supervision of a member of the
graduate faculty with the advice of a
second reader.

The M.A. thesis does not require an
oral defense. The recommended length
for an M.A. thesis is between 70 and
100 pages, including notes and bibliog-
raphy. Regulations regarding the writing
of the M.A. thesis are the same as those
applicable to the Ph.D. dissertation.
These regulations are contained in 
the book Guide to the Preparation of
Theses and Dissertations, available on
the Graduate School Web site.

M.A. in Hispanic Languages and
Literature with a Concentration in
Hispanic Linguistics
Students must complete 36 credits, 
consisting of (1) at least 30 credits of
coursework (see list of required courses);
(2) a comprehensive examination (three
credits); and (3) either a research 
project and report (three credits) or an
additional three credits of coursework.
Students must demonstrate proficiency in
English, Spanish, and another language
and must achieve a grade point average
of B or higher in all graduate courses
taken. The student’s program must 
be arranged in consultation with the 
advisor in Hispanic linguistics.

Required Courses
A. LIN 530 Introduction to 

Linguistics
LIN 522 Phonetics
LIN 521 Syntax or LIN 527

Structure of English
An additional course in linguistics

B. SPN 583 Contrastive Phonology
SPN 503 Semantics of Spanish

Grammar or SPN 504 
Contrastive Analysis

SPN 501 History of the Spanish 
Language

SPN 505 Spanish Dialectology
and Sociolinguistics

C. SPN 512 Medieval Spanish 
Literature

M.A. in Romance Languages
The M.A. in Romance Languages
allows students to design a curriculum
that includes studies in literature, lin-
guistics, or cultural studies in a combi-
nation of two Romance languages. This
M.A. gives the students a choice of
writing a master’s thesis or passing a
Comprehensive Examination to qualify
for the degree. For further information
contact the Department of European
Languages. 

HISPANIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE



202

M.A. in Teaching Spanish
The Master of Arts in Teaching Spanish
is offered in conjunction with the
School of Professional Development
(SPD) and the Professional Education
Program (PEP). This degree is
designed as a course of study leading to
New York State certification for teach-
ing Spanish in secondary schools,
grades 7 to 12. The M.A.T. normally
entails a minimum of three semesters
of study including courses on literature,
linguistics, and culture; professional
education courses; and a supervised
student teaching experience. To be eli-
gible for admission to the M.A.T. in
Spanish program, students must have
completed an academic major in
Spanish or its equivalent with a mini-
mum cumulative GPA of 3.0 overall in
a bachelor’s degree program.

The program consists of 44 required
credits of coursework: a minimum of 29
credits of education coursework and 15
credits in the Spanish content area.
Teacher candidates are also required to
participate in 100 hours of field experi-
ence prior to their student teaching
placement. A full description of the
education courses and field experience
may be found in this Bulletin under the
School of Professional Development.

Students select their five Spanish
content area courses in consultation
with the Graduate Director. Upon
approval of the Graduate Director,
additional courses may become part of
the students content area but those
listed below are the most suitable for
the M.A.T. program:

SPN 501 Spanish Historical Linguistics
SPN 502 Methods in Linguistics 

Research
SPN 503 Spanish Linguistics
SPN 504 Contrastive Analysis
SPN 505 Spanish Dialectology and 

Sociolinguistics
SPN 510 Hispanic Culture 

(a repeatable topics course)
SPN 515 Spanish Composition and 

Stylistics
Other SPN 500-level courses in 

literature (in consultation with the 
Graduate Director)

SPN 691 Practicum in Teaching
Spanish

Doctor of Philosophy
The Ph.D. degree is the highest teaching
and research degree offered by the
University. The Ph.D. prepares the

recipient for an academic career at the
level of the four-year college and/or
research university, or for other careers
in humanistic study, research, and
writing. The entering graduate student
who is considering working toward a
Ph.D. should immediately consult with
the graduate director to plan a broad
program of reading and coursework in
all areas offered by the Department.

The total number of required credits
for the Ph.D. degree is usually 48 
(16 courses). These 16 courses include
the 12 general requirements specified
below and four courses of the student’s
choosing. Each student is also required
to take at least one graduate-level
course outside of the Department 
(this course may, upon consultation
with the graduate program director, 
be used to satisfy one of the general
requirements). While this sets a general
standard for Ph.D. coursework, each
student’s actual plan of study will con-
tinue to be developed on an individual
basis. The exact number and type of
required courses will be determined
based on the student’s transcript and
performance during his or her first
semester(s) at Stony Brook. For 
example, exemptions from particular
subareas may be granted depending on
the student’s prior study, while in cases
of less-than-adequate preparation in any
period of Peninsular or Latin American
literature (which will vary in the cases
of students coming from Spanish, 
Latin American, or North American
universities) the student will be
required to take additional coursework.

Required Courses

A. Linguistics/Pedagogy
(a minimum of two courses)

Applied Linguistics
History of the Spanish Language
Translation
Practicum 

B. Theory/Applied Theory
(a minimum of three courses)

SPN 509 Literary Theory
Applied Theory (two courses)

Note: Courses qualify as applied 
theory if approximately 50 percent 
of the course material is drawn from
critical and/or theoretical texts.

C. General Literary Corpus 
(six courses)

Note: A minimum of one course 
from each subarea to be tested in the
comprehensive examination. Courses
from area B (above) may be included,
depending on content, but no one
course may be used to satisfy both
requirements B and C.

D. Special Field (two seminars)
These courses may be taken 
as independent studies, but 
generally only after the student has
fulfilled requirements A, B, and C.
The goal of these courses is to pre-
pare papers for presentation and
publication that may 
also serve as the basis for part 
of the thesis.

Sample of a four-year study plan for 
the Ph.D.:

1st year: Fall, 12 credits 
(including SPN 691) 
Spring, 12 credits 
(including SPN 693)

2nd year: Fall, 9 credits 
Spring, 9 credits

3rd year: Fall, 6 credits
Spring, comprehensive
exam

4th year: Fall and Spring, thesis

Language Requirements
In addition to proficiency in Spanish

and English, the Ph.D. student must
demonstrate a reading knowledge of
two languages among Basque, Catalán,
French, German, Italian, Latin,
Portuguese, and another language if
related to the field chosen for the disser-
tation. The student is urged to demon-
strate a reading knowledge of this
language by the beginning of his or her
second year of full-time study; he or
she is required to fulfill both language
requirements prior to being advanced
to candidacy. A language requirement
may be fulfilled by (1) passing the
Princeton Graduate School Foreign
Language Test (GSFLT), (2) successful
completion (grade of B or higher) of a
graduate reading course or regular
graduate course in the foreign lan-
guage, or (3) passing a special reading
examination administered under the
supervision of the Department of
Hispanic Languages and Literature. If
option three is chosen, the student
should consult with the graduate pro-
gram director, who, along with the
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Department chair, will designate an
appropriate examiner. Texts will be
assigned for the examination, during
which a dictionary may be used for the
translation of sight passages.

Qualifying Examination
The qualifying examination is an instru-
ment designed to give the entire fac-
ulty of the Department an opportunity
to evaluate the student’s academic abili-
ties and promise. The exam seeks to
assess the student’s sensitivity to 
literature, capacity to deal critically
with the text, and ability to express
himself or herself cogently. Elaborate
bibliographical information regarding
the texts, while not discouraged, is 
not required.

The qualifying examination is only
offered once a year, at the beginning 
of the fall semester. Students who wish
to be confirmed as Ph.D. students must
take and pass the qualifying examination
(1) at the beginning of their third
semester if they enter the program
with a B.A. or M.A. in Spanish in the
fall; (2) at the beginning of their fourth
semester if they enter with a B.A. in
the spring; (3) at the beginning of their
second semester if they enter with an
M.A. or its equivalent in the spring. 

The Department selects six texts 
and submits the list to the student 
not later than four months before the
exam. It consists of (1) six hours of
written work; the student answers four
of six questions, omitting the one that
he or she has selected for the oral 
presentation; each response is expected
to be a minimum of four typed, double
spaced pages; at least two of the
responses must be written in Spanish;
and (2) an oral presentation of some 
20 minutes on the selected text; notes
may be used, but the student should not
read from a text. The oral presentation
must be given in Spanish. Following
the presentation, the faculty will 
ask questions.

Students who pass the qualifying
exam are automatically admitted to 
the Ph.D. program. Students who do
not pass the exam will be allowed to
finish their master’s degree but will 
not be permitted to advance to the
Ph.D. program. Students are informed
of the results of the exam only after 
all students have finished the oral 
portion of the exam. Traditionally, 
the chair or the graduate program direc-
tor informs students privately about

the exam results, and later meets with
each student to discuss the results.

Procedure for Renewing Teaching
Assistantships
All teaching assistants (M.A., Ph.D.)
are evaluated by the Department as 
a whole to determine whether their
teaching assistantships will be contin-
ued during the second year. This evalu-
ation will be conducted according to the
following criteria, which include but go
beyond the strict grade point average:
(1) previous intellectual experience,
both general and in the area of
Hispanism: breadth of courses taken 
in related fields, and other features
that can help to determine the quality
of each student. If the recent experi-
ence (i.e., the work done while at Stony
Brook) is significantly better or worse
than the student’s previous experience,
this shall be taken into consideration;
(2) serious research capacity of each
student as demonstrated by papers
written for courses; (3) theoretical
capacity of each student, as demon-
strated by papers written for courses;
(4) writing and speaking ability in the
Spanish language; and (5) quality of
each student as a teaching assistant.

The graduate committee receives
evaluations from each faculty member
who has worked with the student. The
committee may also reread term papers
written for courses. Students holding
Incompletes will inevitably find them-
selves at a disadvantage in the process
of evaluation.

Third-year support for all students
will be automatic provided that students
remain in good academic standing and
have received adequate written reviews
of their teaching. 

Comprehensive Examination
The student, with the advice of the
graduate program director, will choose
four members of the Department of
Hispanic Languages and Literature
faculty, one of whom will act as chair of
the committee for his or her compre-
hensive examination. The comprehen-
sive examination is an oral exam based
on a list of texts chosen by the student
in conjunction with all members of his
or her committee who must formally
approve the lists. The total (minimum)
number of texts for the exam will be
60. The Spanish portion will include six
books in each of four categories and a
minimum of six theoretical texts; the

Latin American section will include
eight books in each of three categories
and a minimum of six theoretical texts.
In selecting the lists, students should
strive for balance among genres. After
obtaining the written approval of each
member of his or her exam committee,
the student will submit his or her list to
the graduate director, who will then
approve the list or suggest modifications
if necessary. This process must be com-
pleted one month before the proposed
date for the exam.

Categories for Comprehensive Exam
I. Peninsular

a. Medieval to Early Renaissance
b. Renaissance and Baroque
c. 18th and 19th centuries (up to 

the Generation of ’98)
d. 20th and 21st centuries

II. Latin America
a. Colonial
b. 19th century and Modernism
c. Contemporary

The oral comprehensive exam will last
a total of three hours, with approxi-
mately an hour and a half devoted to
each section with a brief break between
the two sections. The exam will be con-
ducted in Spanish or English. Upon sat-
isfactory completion of both sections of
the exam, the student will be granted
ABD status.

Dissertation Proposal
During the comprehensive exam, 
students will be expected to announce
the topic of their dissertation and their
dissertation advisor. The dissertation
proposal will be presented to each mem-
ber of the dissertation committee within
three months following successful com-
pletion of the comprehensive exam. The
proposal should be composed of three
parts: (1) an introduction and descrip-
tion of the project consisting of approxi-
mately 10 to 20 pages; (2) a table of
contents listing proposed chapters; and
(3) a detailed bibliography of primary
and critical sources. A copy of the pro-
posal containing the signatures of the
dissertation committee should also be
forwarded to the graduate director.

Dissertation Committee
The student forms a dissertation 
committee with the advice of the gradu-
ate program director. This committee
reviews the prospectus, the open draft,
and the final draft of the dissertation.
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There will normally be five members: 
a dissertation director, who will be the
first reader; a second reader; and three
others (one of whom must be from out-
side the Department). The dissertation
director and student will arrange a date
and a time for the defense with the com-
mittee and will take care of all necessary
paperwork. A faculty member other
than the dissertation director will 
preside as chair at the oral defense.

Dissertation
The initial draft of the dissertation is
given first to the director of the disser-
tation (or the director and codirector 
as the case may be). After the approval
of the director(s), each member of 
the dissertation committee should be
provided with his or her own corrected
draft of the dissertation and given at
least one month to read it and make
comments. The length of the dissertation
should be a minimum of 225 pages,
including notes and bibliography.

When the dissertation is nearing com-
pletion, the director of the dissertation
and the student will jointly agree on 
a date for the defense. The candidate
and/or the director will inform in 
writing the members of the defense
committee, the graduate program
director, and the graduate secretary 
of the defense date. Candidates should
be aware that the Department will not
ordinarily reimburse outside readers
for their travel to the defense or the
cost of postage and other expenses
related to the defense. In cases where
the outside reader cannot attend the
defense, arrangements must be made
for the reader to participate in a tele-
conference the day of the defense.

The defense will consist of two parts.
The first part, lasting normally about
30 minutes, consists of an oral presen-
tation of the dissertation. The public is
welcome to this portion of the defense.
Following the presentation, each mem-
ber of the examining committee will
have an opportunity to ask questions
and make final suggestions regarding
the dissertation. The candidate shall
bring a final draft of the dissertation 
to the defense, not the final copy to be
carried subsequently to the Graduate
School, in case the committee suggests
last minute changes. The candidate
should also submit a rough draft of the
dissertation abstract to the director of
graduate studies; it must be submitted
to the Graduate School three weeks
prior to the defense. The abstract is to

be written in English and should not
exceed 350 words. The abstract should
consist of a short statement of the stu-
dent’s research, a brief exposition of the
methods and procedures employed in
gathering data, and a condensed sum-
mary of the dissertation’s conclusion.

Following the dissertation period, the
candidate and any others not on the
dissertation committee will be asked to
leave the room while deliberations are
made. If all members agree to accept
the dissertation, they will sign the final
version of the sign-off sheet or signature
sheet, which the candidate will bring to
the defense (together with the appropri-
ate pen, which must use black permanent
ink). This document must also be shown to
the graduate secretary of the
Department so that the “Clearance for
Graduation” form may be typed and for-
warded to the Graduate School.

All members of the Department,
including graduate students, should be
notified at least three weeks prior to
the date and time of the public defense.

Courses

Spanish Courses
Courses described as repetitive are
topic courses that may be taken an
indefinite number of times as long as
the topic varies. 

SPN 500 Reading Spanish
Through an intensive study of language
structures and idiomatic usage, with exten-
sive practice in written translation of literary
and scholarly texts, candidates for advanced
degrees are able to obtain the proficiency
level of the graduate Spanish reading require-
ment. Several programs grant exemption
from further examination for successful 
completion of this course (not for M.A. or
Ph.D. candidates in Spanish). 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading

SPN 501 Historical Linguistics
General processes of language change, as
exemplified by the development of the
Romance languages, with particular reference
to Spanish. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 502 Methods in Linguistics Research
Methods for elicitation and collection of lin-
guistic data and their analysis. Relation
between theory and research design, and
between qualitative and quantitative analy-
sis. Introduction to commonly used tests of
statistical significance, and to reasoning and
argumentation from limited data. 
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 503 Spanish Linguistics
Major issues related to the general structure
of the Spanish language (phonetics, phonol-
ogy, morphosyntax, semantics, etc.). 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 504 Contrastive Analysis: 
Spanish and English
Topics vary, and may include linguistic inter-
ference and its basis and manifestations, 
in-depth discussion of specific syntactic/
semantic areas with reference to possible
Spanish/English interference, major phonolog-
ical differences between Spanish and English
and consequent learning difficulties, and non-
linguistic factors that may affect learning in
different groups in different situations. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 505 Hispanic Dialectology and
Sociolinguistics
Major theoretical issues involved in analysis
of geographical and social variation and with
the principal methods used in its investiga-
tion, as applied to varieties of Spanish,
Portuguese, Catalan, and Galician. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 510 Hispanic Culture
An introduction to the essential aspects of
Peninsular and/or Latin American cultures and
civilizations, designed to provide incoming
graduate students with sufficient background
to undertake the advanced study of Hispanic
languages and literature. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 515 Spanish Composition and Stylistics
Theory and practice of problems in composi-
tion and translation with revision of difficult
points in advanced Spanish grammar.
Classroom analysis and discussion. Required
for Doctor of Arts (DLS) students; also useful
for M.A. and Ph.D. students. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading

SPN 523 Golden Age Literature
Major literary works within the Renaissance
and/or Baroque periods are read and ana-
lyzed in depth, and their interrelation with
the cultural context is discussed. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 582 The Hispanic Tradition in the
United States
A general historical analysis of the influence
of Hispanic culture in the United States as a
consequence of the continuous interaction
between Spanish- and English-speaking 
people. Special attention is given to cultural
manifestation in a bicultural setting. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 585 Caribbean Literature
A course devoted to major writers and works
of the Caribbean area. Readings will be 
analyzed in relation to cultural contexts. 
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

204

HISPANIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE



205

SPN 588 Directed Master’s Research
For work toward the M.A. thesis or prepara-
tion for the M.A. comprehensive examination
only. This course is mainly intended for 
students who are not continuing toward 
the Ph.D. 
Prerequisite: Permission of graduate pro-
gram director, M.A. thesis director, and/or
director of the M.A. comprehensive exami-
nation committee
Fall and spring, 1-6 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 595 Directed Independent 
Individual Studies
For M.A. and Ph.D. candidates only. Requires
a written proposal signed by the faculty mem-
ber involved and the approval of the graduate
program director and the Departmental chair.
No more than a total of nine credits may be
applied toward a Spanish graduate degree or
combination of degrees. 
Prerequisite: Permissions mentioned above
Fall and spring, 1-6 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 609 Literary Theory
A study of the most outstanding methods of
analysis and literary research, and a survey
of major works pertaining to the study of lit-
erature. A required course for students in the
Spanish Ph.D. program.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 612 Topics Seminar
A seminar course designed primarily for 
doctoral students. The topic will be chosen by
the professor from any of the major areas of
Hispanic literature and linguistics required
of all Ph.D. students. Ph.D. students must
take from two to four of these seminars
depending on their previous preparation. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the Spanish
Ph.D. program or permission of instructor
Fall and spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 613 Medieval Literature
Major literary works of the medieval period
will be read and discussed in depth, and
their interrelation with the cultural context
analyzed.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated up to nine times for credit

SPN 628 Cervantes
Miguel de Cervantes’ works are read, ana-
lyzed, and discussed in depth. A required
course for Ph.D. students. Advanced D.A.
and M.A. students are accepted. A bilingual
course: readings and discussions in both
Spanish and English.
Prerequisite: M.A. degree or permission of
instructor
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 641 19th-Century Spanish Literature
until the Generation of 1898
Major literary works of the period are read
and analyzed in depth, and their interrelation
with the cultural context is discussed.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 643 20th-Century Spanish Literature
Major literary works of the period will be
read, analyzed, and discussed in depth, and
their interrelation with the cultural context
will be discussed.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 652 Colonial Spanish American
Literature
Major authors and literary works of the
period. Readings will be analyzed and dis-
cussed in depth, and their interrelation with
the cultural context explored.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 662 19th-Century Spanish American
Literature
Major authors and literary works of the
period. Readings will be analyzed and dis-
cussed in depth, and their interrelation with
the cultural context will be discussed.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 669 Spanish American Modernism
A course devoted to major authors and liter-
ary works of the modernistic period (1880 to
1916) in Spanish America. Readings are ana-
lyzed and discussed. A required course for
Ph.D. students. Advanced D.A. and M.A. stu-
dents are accepted.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 671 20th-Century Spanish American
Literature
A course devoted to major authors and literary
works of the period. Readings will be analyzed
and discussed in depth, and their interrelation
with the cultural context discussed.
Fall or spring, 3 credits, ABCF grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 681 Directed Readings
For students who have completed all doctoral
requirements and wish to dedicate them-
selves to full-or part-time preparation for the
comprehensive examination. 
Prerequisite: Coursework toward the Ph.D.
must be completed; permission of the disser-
tation director, graduate studies director, or
Department chair
Fall and spring, 1-9 credits, S/U grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 691 Practicum in the Teaching of
Spanish Language
Theory and practice of language teaching.
Applied methodology and linguistics in 
classroom situations. A required course for
teaching assistants. 
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor,
Department chair, or graduate program
director
Fall, 3 credits, ABCF grading

SPN 693 Practicum in the Teaching of
Spanish Language
This course is to be taken in conjunction with
the student’s teaching assignment. Each
week’s discussion centers on problems of
applied linguistics or grammar. Discussion
will also be focused on methodology (audio-

lingual method, pattern drills, language 
laboratory, and preparation of examinations). 
Fall and spring, 3 credits, S/U grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 699 Dissertation Research On Campus
For students who have already passed the
Ph.D. comprehensive examination and need
to devote their time to preparation of their
dissertation. 
Prerequisites: Ph.D. comprehensive exami-
nation completed and advanced to candidacy
(G5); permission of the dissertation director,
graduate program director, or Department
chair; major portion of research must take
place on SB campus, at Cold Spring Harbor,
or at Brookhaven National Lab
Fall, spring, and summer, 1-9 credits, 
S/U grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 700 Dissertation Research Off
Campus–Domestic
Prerequisite: Must be advanced to candidacy
(G5); major portion of research will take
place off campus, but in the U.S. and/or U.S.
provinces (Brookhaven National Lab and
Cold Spring Harbor Lab are considered 
on campus); all international students 
must enroll in one of the graduate student 
insurance plans and should be advised by
an International Advisor
Fall, spring, and summer, 1-9 credits, 
S/U grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 701 Dissertation Research Off 
Campus–International
Prerequisite: Must be advanced to candidacy
(G5); major portion of research will take
place outside the U.S. and/or U.S. provinces;
domestic students have the option of 
the health plan and may also enroll in
MEDEX; international students who are 
in their home country are not covered by
mandatory health plan and must contact
the Insurance Office for the insurance
charge to be removed; international students
who are not in their home country are
charged for the mandatory health insurance
(if they are to be covered by another insur-
ance plan, they must file a waiver by the
second week of classes; the charge will only
be removed if the other plan is deemed com-
parable); all international students must
receive clearance from an International
Advisor
Fall, spring, and summer, 1-9 credits, 
S/U grading
May be repeated for credit

SPN 800 Summer Research
0 credit, S/U grading
May be repeated for credit
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