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of New York at Stony Brook, is accredited 
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. 

    The School of Medicine, State University 
of New York at Stony Brook, designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 3 AMA PRA 
Category 1 credit(s)™. Physicians should 
only claim the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity. 

  Dorothy S. Lane, M.D. 
  Associate Dean for CME 
  (631) 444-2094 

 
Disclosure Policy: All those in control of CME 
content are expected to disclose any relevant 
financial relationship with the provider of 
commercial products or services discussed in 
the educational presentation or that have directly 
supported the CME activity through an 
educational grant to the sponsoring 
organization(s). 

All commercial relationships that create a conflict 
with the planners, speakers, author’s control of 
content must be resolved before the educational 
activity occurs.   
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PROGRAM PURPOSE 
     The purpose of the Symposium is to educate the community 
physicians, dentists, and numerous specialties on the importance 
of a team approach to the care of these patients. Many different 
surgeries and procedures can be done in coordination with one 
another.  
     Birth deformities of the face and mouth are amongst the 
most common birth defects observed.  These children and their 
families have their best chance for success through early and 
coordinated therapy from a team approach.  The basic etiology, 
pathophysiology and current treatment modalities will be 
discussed. The timing and basic technique of each of the 
treatment modalities will be presented by the various 
practitioners on the Cleft Palate Craniofacial Team. Continuity 
of care by the specialist in a particular area is necessary to ensure 
quality care but it cannot be optimally done in isolation. The 
interdisciplinary team approach allows for optimal management 
of the multiple problems encountered by these patients such as 
with speech and hearing. 
     This symposium will allow the training and information 
necessary to help the community physicians, dentists, and 
specialists care for their patients in coordination with each 
other to give their patients the best possible care. 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of this program, physicians, dentists, and other 
specialists should be able to: 

 Describe what the Cleft Palate Craniofacial Center is all about 
and how different specialties can make use of our service.  

 Coordinate the necessary care of their Cleft Lip/Palate and 
Craniofacial Anomaly patients with other physicians, dentists, 
and specialists to assure the appropriate treatment is being 
given. 

 Identify these patients and the different specialist referrals 
that may be necessary. 

 Identify the different diagnosis’ that may go along with these 
birth defects. 

 Develop the most effective treatment plan for these patients 
and be able to monitor that the patient and his /her family are 
following this plan. 

 Identify the role each member of the Cleft Palate Craniofacial 
Team plays in the care of the child. 

 Identify the timing of medical, surgical, and dental 
intervention necessary in the care of children with Cleft Lip 
and/or Palate from birth through adolescence.  

 Identify the basic etiology, pathophysiology and the treatment 
modalities of Cleft Lip and Palate. 

PROGRAM CO-DIRECTORS 
 Fred Ferguson, D.D.S. 

Professor and Associate Pediatric Dentistry  
School of Dental Medicine 

 Alexander Dagum, M.D. 
 Professor of Clinical Surgery and Orthopaedics 
 Division of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 

 PROGRAM* 

8:00 – 8:15 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:15 – 8:45  Welcome and Introduction  

Co-Director Fred Ferguson, D.D.S. 

Coordinator            Kristen Santos 

8:45 – 10:15 Team Component – Presentation I 

Genetics  Patricia Galvin- Parton, M.D. 
  The Genetics of Cleft Lip/Palate  Children 

Feeding/Lactation Kathy VanDeventer, RN, PNP 
  Feeding the Infant with Cleft Lip and Palate 

Pediatric Dentist Fred Ferguson, D.D.S. 
  Oral Health and Appliance Therapy 

Plastic Surgeons Alexander B. Dagum, M.D. 
  Cleft Lip/Palate and Craniofacial Cleft 

Otolaryngology Wasyl Szeremeta, M.D. 
  Ear Concerns with Cleft Palate Children 

Audiology  Jamie Barbera, Au.D 
  Hearing Loss and the Cleft Palate  Child 

10:15 – 10:30 BREAK 

10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Team Component –Presentation II 

Speech  Kerri Elorriaga, MS, CCC/SLP 
  Speech and Resonance Concerns in Children with  

 Cleft Palate 
 

Pulmonologist            Khalid Ahmad, M.D. 
                                     Cleft Palate and Sleep Apnea 

Orthodontist Richard Faber, D.D.S. 
  Orthodontic Care of Children with Cleft Palate 

Oral/Maxillofacial  Salvatore Ruggiero, D.M.D., M.D.  
Surgeon  Alveolar Cleft Bone Grafting 

Social Work Geoffrey O’Connell, LSCW/R 
  Insurance Issues with Cleft Palate Children 

Orthodontist Leon Klempner, D.D.S. 
  Volunteers Overseas: The Rewards and Challenges of 

  Cleft Care in the Developing World 

A Parent’s View Erin Lakios 

  Lisa Stroveglia 

  Michelle Surrette 

  Thomas Kasperowicz (Child’s View) 
       * Lectures include time for questions and answers. 
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