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Abstract of the Dissertation

Apricots of Andujar
A song cycle for tenor, Marimba Lumina/Lightning, and pierrot sextet

by
Aaron Max Duykers
Doctor of Philosophy
in
Music
(Composition)
Stony Brook University

May 2012

Apricots of Andwar explores generational differences and evokes forgiveness and renewal between a
man, fon Swann, and his abusive and distant father, a farmer who grew the "Andujar Apricot"-
not a perfect, blemish-free, store-bought fruit, but an imperfect heirloom with a complex and
ephemeral taste that can only be experienced the moment it is picked. The father's unexplained
commitment for this financially unviable crop has always baffled the son, who has renounced his
working-class background by becoming a successful businessman and moving up to another
echelon of society. Through an eventual understanding of the transient beauty of the fruit of his
youth, the son ultimately grows to forgive his father and to embrace the imperfection, the
complexity and the bittersweet beauty of his own life.

Existing somewhere between concert music and theatre, the piece is an impressionistic collage of
dream and memory for Jon Swann, who realizes the futility in the routine of his life: it no longer
fulfills him, and he yearns to discover something deeper in himself. He then passes through a
metamorphosis of acceptance and transcendence of the legacy of suffering that his father bestows
upon him. Many scenes take place at his father’s funeral, where Jon awakens buried scars,
unspoken longings, and dormant dreams. Here, a voice in Swann’s head tells him he must touch
the body of his dead father to truly become alive. He cannot do it, although he makes several
attempts. However, through forgiveness of his father’s shortcomings, he is finally able to bring
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himself to taste the Andujar Apricot heralded by this misunderstood gentleman farmer, and he
sings about its ephemeral and complex beauty: “Perfect/Imperfect.”

This piece was collaboratively developed by First Look Sonoma (tenor John Duykers and
director Melissa Weaver), playwright and librettist Philip Kan Gotanda, and actor/percussionist
Joel Davel. Davel performs on two interactive and innovative electronic instruments which he
designed and built with electronic music pioneer Don Buchla — the Marimba Lumina and the
Lightruing.
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Instrumentation

Tenor — “Jon Swann”

Marimba Lumina/Lightning — “Father/Voice”

Flute/Bass Flute
Bb Clarinet/Bass Clarinet
Violin
Cello
Piano
Percussion

Conductor

Percussion Instruments:

Vibraphone
Marimba (5 octave)
Glockenspiel

Suspended Crash Cymbal

Large Tam Tam
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Notes on Electronics

The Marimba Lumina 1s a marimba MIDI controller which can trigger software-based samples or
synthesized sounds. It is played with 4 programmable mallets. The marimba keys have “zones”
which can be programmed to trigger different effects or collections of samples. As you slide up a
key with a mallet while performing, the triggered sounds can cross-fade. There are also several
other, non-pitched controller pads which can be used to trigger effects or processing.

Marimba Lumina

The Lightming is a MIDI instrument which senses the location of two hand-held wands, and can
trigger software-based samples or synthesized sounds based on their location:

o se Lightning il
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Lightning

Both instruments were designed by Don Buchla, and are built by Joel Davel, for whom this piece
was written.

I created several patches for these instruments, based on over 400 samples made of John
Duykers’ voice (tenor):

Vowel Patch: made from whole-tone scales of the vowel sounds oooh, oh, ah, ay, and ee, at three
different dynamic levels each (180 samples total)
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Andujar Patch — made from the whispering of “Andujar.” A “vocoding” effect (mixing the
sound with a pitched synthesizer sound) is added on the vertical axis of the keys to make these
non-pitched sounds become pitched, so as to blend with the other music

Purring Patch — made from purring sounds, voiced and non-voiced triggered by location on
vertical axis

Consonants Patch — miscellaneous, muttering consonants with vocoding added on vertical axis

Laughing Patch —laughing sounds with vocoding added on vertical axis

Sighs Patch — made from pitched sighs

**PDream Patch — based on the pp non-vibrato “Eee’s” with processing and ambient effects

**Low Tones Patch — based on sustained pitched singing, but processed to sound like church
bells

Running Patch — based on breathing sounds with vocoding added on vertical axis

**Slow Breathing Patch — based on long breaths

**Water Patch — based on gurgling sounds, and on vocal effects to sound like a baby

**Bird Patch — based on vocal bird sounds and vocal wings-flapping sounds

Orchard Patch — The Eee’s Patch on lower part of keys, and the Sighs Patch on the upper part
**Ashes Patch — based on vocal sounds of ashes blowing

Eee’s Patch — based on pp non-vobrato “Eee’s” only

**These patches are used in the following scenes: Curve/Dream, Hospital, Pond/Baby, Dark
Winged Things, Tall Dark-Hatted Man/Orchard. These patches can be played on the
Lightning, since the musical events are not complex. These scenes are more dreamy and
ambient, and the use of the Lighting enhances their dramatic effect on stage.

In addition to playing the Marimba Lumina and Lighting, this performer is asked to speak
throughout the piece. A vocoding effect should be added where notated to lower the formant of

the voice, and to make the sound more synthesized. This gives the effect of the “dark voice” in
the head of Jon Swann.
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Stage Setup/Blocking

The performers should be arranged loosely around a funeral “dais” or platform where Jon’s dead
father is lying. This dais should be downstage. The piece opens with the instrumentalists and
conductor entering the stage and taking their places. Then Jon Swann and the Father enter the
stage. The Father lies down on the dais and folds his arms, and Jon places a black cloth over the
Father’s head. The Father holds an Apricot in his hands.

Jon speaks the intro monologue, after which the Father places the Apricot on the empty dais and
takes his place behind the Marimba Lumina. Throughout the piece, Jon sings to or motions
towards the dais, as he is relating to the dead body of his father. At the end of Act I, Jon
approaches the dais and attempts to touch the dead body.

In Act I in the Monologue scene, Jon takes the Apricot and tastes.

When the Father has finished performing near the end of the piece, he slowly approaches the
dais, with his hat on his chest and head lowered, as if at a funeral.

There are several stage directions given for the tenor, written in bold italics above the vocal line.

Suggested stage setup:
L1

) Percussion
Piano

<> <> Marimba
<> <> Lumina
<> Violin, Cello, Clarinet, Flute
Tenor O
<> Lightning
receiver

Conductor

Dais

X
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