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Abstract of the Dissertation

Cantos de la Nada
by
Ricardo Gallo
Doctor of Philosophy
in
Music
(Music Composition)
Stony Brook University
2011

In conceiving “Cantos de la Nada” for mezzo-soprano and mixed chamber ensemble I
went through a process of finding a direction to create original music inspired by folk songs from
Colombia without using any specific material. Rather I adopted certain ways to conceive music
that can be found in these traditional expressions.

Two abstract musical elements that I draw from folk music and that I focused on for this
piece are texture and form. Since melody, rhythm and even harmony reflect more directly
specific kinds of folk music, I focused on elements that are not the primary materials of folk
music but that are the result of how it is conceived. Each movement deals differently with these
elements, the results being related to the form of each text.

I used original texts written by Colombian singer Juanita Delgado. Her lyrics have
characteristics of folk songs: They are simple in form and language but with several layers of
meaning. Some are more strophic, others have recurrent verses, and some have longer and more
irregular ones, yielding diverse musical forms. The ambiguity of the text’s tone, for instance
sometimes appearing as simple love songs but also bringing out the anguish of people living in a
conflicted place, is reflected in the music through the juxtaposition of simple and complex
elements both in pitch and rhythm, trying to convey the character of the text.

The use of pitch and rhythm is, in some movements more than others, less directly related
to Colombian folk music. However, the use of different rhythmic treatments was one of the
original interests I had in composing this piece.

The piece is scored for winds, percussion, violin and bass with some folkloric
instruments like tiple, marimba, and other traditional Colombian percussion. The scoring varies
on each movement of the piece.
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Instrumentation

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Clarinet in Bb (Doubling bass clarinet)
Two trombones
Mezzo soprano
Background Vocals (in the movement “De Nada”)
Violin
Tiple (12 string [4 sets of 3 strings] South American instrument) notated an octave higher like a

guitar.

Four percussionists:
Tom toms, Snare Drum, Bongos, Woodblocks, Bombo (folkloric bass drum from South
America)
Marimba de Chonta (folkloric marimba from northern pacific coast of South America)
Alegre Drum (conical hand drum from Caribbean Coast of Colombia), Drum Set.

Double Bass (slightly amplified)



LUZ Y NOCHE

Se apaga la luz
Se enciende la noche
Se escurre la sombra

Por entre la puerta.

Descubre rezagos
De fiebre animada.
Volcanes de piedra

Volcanes de lava.

Y que si me muero
Entre males de gente
Y que si me pierdo
Entre miles de mentes.

ES LA HORA DE CONTARLE

Creo que es la hora de escribirle
Todo este infierno que ha sido no tenerlo
Y de contarle las veces que he querido llamarle,
Gritarle que lo quiero, que usted ha sido mi cielo.
Que fue mi luna y mi sol y mi iinico amor verdadero.

Que nunca supe querer hasta que lo encontré a usted;
Que me marché sin remedio al sentirme sin remedio:
Y que despedi sin celo al estrellarme en la pared
Para este mal que esta en mi pecho asegurado con candado
Y que nunca puso un ultimatum al abuso que me ha dado.

Yo lo quiero.... Lo amo,
Lo siento muy cercano y me alejo segura
De que voy a volver a ser suya
Por mas arrepentimiento que luego pueda sentir
Y aunque me clave en el alma
Todo el fuego de un fusil.

HOY HE VUELTO AL DiA Y AL COMIENZO

Hoy he vuelto al dia y al comienzo
Del momento de no poder soportar
Mi humanidad
Y entonces, huyo.

Huyo del risco que me espera
Y de la nube que entierra
Sus aguas gélidas de testaruda tez,
en mi negrura.
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Huyo del campo que se presenta inmenso,
Del verde de ese piso que no piso
Porque vuelo en el afan brusco
De perderme.

Hoy he vuelto al dia y al comienzo
De descubrir la pluma
Como febril remedio.
De rozar con hambre y sed
El manifiesto donde posan humildes
Mis lamentos.

No soy testigo de nada
Ni de mi,
Ni del vecino enjuto que de su piel se jacta,
Ni de la lumbre, poca,
Que a mis ojos no delata.

Porque no ha habido dia ni comienzo,
Ni atardecer ni sombras,
Ni lucero, ni navio.

Yo huyo y nuevamente huyo.
De la vida lastimera que me espera en otra orilla,
En otra hoguera,
En otra alma a donde postrarme fuera.

PAZ

Y me tengo que salir
y no me puedo quedar.
Que se pueden aburrir
y que me pueden echar.

Que cosa esa tan maluca
el no poderse quedar
En un lugar de reposo,
En un refugio de paz.

DE NADA

Disparos, de nada,
De rabia, de nada,
De odio, de nada,
De tumbas, de nada,
De siembras, de nada,
De nada, de nada.

Dolencias, de nada
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Del otro, de nada,
De nadie, de nada,
De todos, de nada
Del nino, de nada,
De madres, de nada.

Caminos, de nada
De lodo, de nada,
De angustia, de nada,
De tumbas, de nada,
De juerga, de nada,
De piedra, de nada
De flores, de nada.

Vergiienza, de nada
Conciencia, de nada
Prudencia, de nada
Presencia, de nada
Ausencia, de nada
Demencia, de nada.

Disparos, de nada
De nadie, de nada
Vergiienza, de nada
De todos, de nada
Demencia, de nada
De flores, de nada
Ausencia, de nada
De piedra, de nada

Ausencia, de nada,
De rabia, de nada,
Dolencias, de nada
De juerga, de nada,
Conciencia, de nada,
De siembra, de nada.

Caminos, de nada
De tumbas, de nada
De madres, de nada

Presencia, de nada

Del nifo, de nada
De piedra, de nada.

Conciencia, de nada
Vergiienza, de nada
De nada, de nada,
Mil gracias, de nada.

De nada, de nada,
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Mil gracias, de nada,
De nada, de nada,
Mil gracias, de nada.

Texts by Juanita Delgado
Reproduced with permission of the author.
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English Translations of the Lyrics.
(translation by Carla Macchiavello and Ricardo Gallo)

LIGHT AND NIGHT

The light turns off
The night turns on
The shadow slips
Through the door

Discover replicas

Of animated fever
Volcanoes of stone
Volcanoes of lava

What if I die
Among ills of people
What if I die
Among thousands of minds

IT IS THE TIME TO TELL YOU

I think it is the hour to write to you
All this hell that has been not having you
And to tell you of the times that I have wanted to call you,
Scream to you that I love you, that you have been my heaven.
That you were my moon and my sun and my only true love.

That I never knew how to love until I found you;
That I left without alternative when I felt hopeless:
And that I said goodbye without jealousy when I crashed against the wall
For this ill that is secured with a lock in my breast
And that never posed an ultimatum to the abuse it has given me.

I want you... I love you,
I feel that you are close to me and I move away confident
That I will be yours again
No matter how much regret I might feel then
And though I sink in my soul
All the fire of a rifle.

TODAY I HAVE RETURNED TO THE DAY AND THE BEGINNING

Today I have returned to the day and the beginning
Of the moment of no longer enduring
My humanity
And then, I flee.

I flee from the cliff that awaits me
And the cloud that buries
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Its icy waters of stubborn visage,
In my blackness.

I flee the countryside that discloses itself immense,
From the green of that ground I do not step on
Because I fly in the abrupt eagerness
Of being lost.

Today I have returned to the day and the beginning
Of discovering the pen
As feverish remedy
Of grazing with hunger and thirst
The manifesto where my laments
Rest humble.

I am not a witness of anything
Not even of me,
Nor of the gaunt neighbor who boasts of his skin,
Nor the fire, little,
That does not betray my eyes.

Because there has not been a day or beginning,
Nor dusk nor shadows,
Nor bright star, nor vessel.

I flee and flee again.
From the plaintive life that awaits me on the other shore,
In another bonfire,
In another soul where to prostrate outside.

PEACE

I have to get out
And I can’t stay
They might get tired
And might though me out

What an annoyance
Not being able to remain
In a place of rest
In a haven of peace!

OF NOTHING

Shots, of nothing,
Of rage, of nothing,
Oh hate, of nothing,

Of tombs, of nothing,
Of crops, of nothing,
Of nothing, of nothing.
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Sorrows, of nothing
Of the other, of nothing,
Of no one, of nothing,
Of all, of nothing,
Of the child, of nothing,
Of mothers, of nothing.

Roads, of nothing,
Of mud, of nothing,
Of angush, of nothing,
Of tombs, of nothing,
Of party, of nothing,
Of stone, of nothing,
Of flowers, of nothing.

Shame, of nothing,
Concience, of nothing,
Prudence, of nothing,
Presence, of nothing,
Absence, of nothing,
Dementia, of nothing.

Shots, of nothing,
Of no one, of nothing,
Shame, of nothing,
Of all, of nothing,
Dementia, of nothing,
Of flowers, of nothing,
Absence, of nothing
Of stone, of nothing.

Absence, of nothing,
Of rage, of nothing,
Sorrows, of nothing,
Of party, of nothing,

Concience, of nothing,
Of crops, of nothing.

Roads, of nothing,
Of tombs, of nothing,
Of mothers, of nothing,
Presence, of nothing,
Of the child, of nothing,
Of stone, of nothing.

Of nothing, of nothing,
Thousand thanks, of nothing (you’re welcome)
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Creo que es la hora

Ricardo Gallo
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pizz. N y ** (play the bombo using any of these rhythmic values within the pulse.
- You can play on the head of the drum, or the rim.)
D/ d
. T
Acoustic Bass % ﬁ. - .

*Play these three notes within the pulse, using either of these rhythmic values.
**% The arrows indicate downbeats given by the conductor at his or her discresion.

If in parenthesis, the downbeat occurs following a notated phrase.
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Creo que es la hora
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Hoy he vuelto al dia y al comienzo

Ricardo Gallo
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*The rhythms written for this drum are guidelines for a pattern in this meter.
The drummer is expected to vary and improvise departing from these written patterns.
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