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Abstract of the Dissertation
O Frabjous Day
by
Ilari Kaila
Doctor of Philosophy
in

Music
(Music Composition)

Stony Brook University

2010

O Frabjous Day is a composition for symphony orchestra (2-2-2-2, 4-2-2-1, timp, 3perc,
pno, hp, strings, with standard doublings). The duration is approximately 13 minutes.

The piece is based on the idea of setting large-scale musical elements in counterpoint with
one another. A sequence of independent musical ideas are introduced, with contrasting
meters, tempi, orchestral colors, and textures. At the climax, after all these different musics
have been spun out and developed in various ways, they are heard simultaneously. While
they retain their independent nature, and are out of synch with each other in terms of meter,
tempo, and phrasing, they blend together to form a consonant harmonic progression.
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Instrumentation

2 flutes (first doubling piccolo, second doubling alto flute in G)
2 oboes
2 clarinets in Bb (second doubling bass clarinet)

2 bassoons (second doubling contrabassoon)

4 horns in F

2 trumpets in Bb (second doubling bass clarinet)

3 trombones

Tuba

Timpani

3 percussionists

Piano

Harp

Strings

I:

1I:

III:

Triangle

2 tom-toms (low and medium)

Marimba

Xylophone

Chimes (shared with player II)

Vibraphone (motor off; shared with player I1I)

Anvil (lowest possible)

Side drum (snares off)

Low tom-tom

Crotales (two octaves; shared with player II)
Glockenspiel

Chimes (shared with player I)

2 gongs (low and medium)

Tam-tam

2 log drums (lowest possible)

Crotales (two octaves; shared with player II)
Vibraphone (motor off; shared with player I)
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Notes
This is a transposing score.
Accidentals are valid for the duration of the measure.

In the aleatoric passage on the high strings at rehearsal H, bracketed small notes indicate
register, and arrows show gradual changes in register. The players improvise in free
rhythm, within the given register, and according to the written instructions, while following
the conductor as to the measure count.

"'And, hast thou slain the Jabberwock?
Come to my arms, my beamish boy!

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!'

He chortled in his joy."

- From The Jabberwocky, by Lewis Carroll
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