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Abstract of the Dissertation

Shinobi Uta
by
Tae Sakamoto

Doctor of Philosophy
in
Music
(Music Composition)
Stony Brook University
2010
Shinobi Uta is a song cycle in five movements for soprano, baritone, and chamber
orchestra based on the story of Tosa Nikki. The first literary work in Japanese history conveyed
in the form of a diary, Tosa Nikki was written by one of the most renowned poets and writers of
its time, Tsurayuki Kino, in 935. His refined skills in Japanese and Chinese poetry were highly
acknowledged by the Japanese imperial court during the Heian Period (794-1185). His name
often appears in many of the early Japanese anthologies of poetry including the first of its kind
called Kokin Wakashu, for which he was appointed one of the four editors responsible for
compiling more than a thousand poems from this period. In Tosa Nikki, the author recounts a
series of events during his 55-day journey back to Kyoto (then the capital of Japan) from the

province of Tosa, where he had been appointed the governor for five years, and also includes 57

poems.

The most fascinating aspect of Tosa Nikki is the fact that Tsurayuki wrote the entire work
from the perspective of an anonymous female, only mentioning himself in the third person. His
intention is evident from the very first line of the diary: “They say that writing diaries is for men,
but as a woman, I am going to give this a try.” In order to emphasize the female voice, he used
only phonetic characters (Kana), which were considered to be the writing method for women, as
opposed to ideographic characters (Kanji) for men. Tsurayuki’s motive for hiding his gender is
not certain, but one can speculate that he was greatly influenced by the loss of his young
daughter during his stay in Tosa. Throughout the diary, the author repeatedly reminds the reader
of this matter by mentioning a grieving couple (Tsurayuki and his wife). Perhaps assuming the

tone of a female writer allowed Tsurayuki to express his deep sorrow more simply and intimately.
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Text and Translation

The text of Shinobi Uta — to be sung entirely in the ancient Japanese language — is taken
from the very first line of the diary, and 12 (out of 57) poems that directly relate to or allude to

the loss of Tsurayuki’s daughter.

I. Introduction and Departure

A group of people prepare for departure from Tosa. Among them, a father (Tsurayuki),
who has recently lost his young daughter, is lamenting by reading poem:s.

(Soprano)

FbI7ed

Hitt WSH D%

L L ThHhTrETTHRRY

(Baritone)

#H~E EBEELOD
AELZIT IFHLAD
HILXRVITY

(Baritone)

boHbDE BhooRIZE
RENE WVWSLERSE
BELNVITD

Otokomo sunaru
Nikkito iumonowo
Onnamo shitemimutote
surunari

Miyakoeto omouwomonono
Kanashikiwa kaeranuhitono
Arebanarikeri

Arumonoto wasuretsutsunao
Nakihitowo izuratotouzo
Kanashikarikeru

They say that writing diaries is
for men, but as a woman, I am
going to give this a try...

Though I have eagerly waited
to return to the capital, it is
painful to think of my dear
daughter who shall never
return with me or to me.

How miserable is it that I
sometimes even forget that she
is long gone yet still ask,
“where is my little girl?”

I1. Rough Journey at Sea

Despite everyone’s wish to travel to Kyoto as quickly as possible, the weather has not
been very cooperative. Days of rain and strong winds have made it very difficult to travel. One
of the children (a girl) on the boat reads a poem, which suddenly reminds Tsurayuki of his lost
daughter. At the same time, the weather calms down and out comes the face of the moon.
Tsurayuki reads a poem expressing his lonely soul through the reflection of the moon on the
surface of the sea. Then the wind picks up again for another bit of rough sailing ahead. However,
people are cheering for more wind at this time, in hopes to quickly pass by where there are

believed to be pirates.




(Soprano)

ST 2RUEERR2D

RS EE B EITES
EBITRDH D bie

(Baritone)

ERAUT EOERD
KGO B2 XPES
PNEDOORL X

(Duet)

DIOHD  H5SY ORI
FrTT5  EEOEWVE
RF TR T

Tatebatatsu erebamataeru
Fukukazeto namitowaomou
Dochiniyaaruramu

Kagemireba naminosokonaru
Hisakatano sorakogiwataru
Warezowabishiki

Watatsumino chifurinokamini
Temukesuru nusano oikaze
Yamazu fukanamu

When the wind is strong, the
waves go high. When the
wind dies down, the waves
go down. The wind and
waves must be best friends
who are always together.

Looking at the reflection of
the moon on the bottom of
the waves, is like looking at
the reflection of my lonely
soul in the dark sky.

Please God, do not let this
wind die down! Please let our
nusa* flow and keep the
pirates away.

*pieces of paper or cloth that were used to scare away evil spirits

III. At Hane (a town named ‘“Wings’’)

The boat stops at a place called Hane (wings), and a child tells everyone that this town
was named after its wing-like shape and then reads a poem. This child reminds Tsurayuki of his
lost daughter again. The father then quietly reads a poem to himself.

(Soprano)

FIEITT AIZHELPT
PR 7 61X
B~ A3 72

(Baritone)
JLR2L e
FZ 5D
BOREhre

Boents
RO =)

RSB EIZ

Makotonite nanikikutokoro
Hanenaraba tobugagotokuni
Miyakoemogana

Yononakani omoiyaredomo
Kowokouru omoinimasaru
omoinakikana

If this place was a real wing
like its name, we’d all be able
to fly to Kyoto in no time.

Of all emotions you go
through in life, there is
nothing more tormenting than
the sorrow of a parent who
has a child.

vi




IV. Forgetting Shells and Forgetting Grass

Another rainy and windy day — and not being able to sail any further — the boat stops at a
shore where there is believed to be shells that make you forget about everything. Both Tsurayuki
and his wife read poems regarding the shells. When the boat starts moving again, Tsurayuki’s
wife reads another poem. She wishes to stop over at another location called Sumie, where she
can collect some forgetting grass that is also said to make you forget.

(Soprano)

FTLOW O bbAEERD
DHRBSDL ANENH

e TRt

(Baritone)

=NH BROLbEL
H¥k%Z AMSL%E7EI2H
TR & BTt

(Soprano)

EADILIC S LFEX
ENE LHLbob
i T17< <<

Yosurunami uchimoyosenamu
Wagakouru hitowasuregai
Oritehirowamu

Wasuregai hiroishimoseji
Shirotamawo kouruwodanimo
Katamitoomowamu

Suminoeni funesashiyoseyo
Wasuregusa shirushiariyato
Tsumiteikubeku

Ah, dear big waves, please
bring in a forgetting shell to
this shore — a shell that they
say will make me forget about
my dear little girl...

Even if there was one, I won’t
pick up a forgetting shell. I
rather cherish those precious
memories of my beautiful girl
forever, as that’s the only
treasure she’s left for me.

Please captain, sail further and
stop over at Sumie as [ hear [
can collect some forgetting
grass there!

V. Arrival

The group of travelers finally arrives at Kyoto with mixed feelings. Tsurayuki and his
wife are happy that they have finally arrived, but their house and property have been badly
neglected albeit the neighbor’s effort. The feeling of sorrow settles in even more as they look at
their old house in new surroundings, without the presence of their daughter.

(Duet)
EENLYL RbRbDE
DBEIZ IMrDH B %
RAMEL S

(Duet)
HLAD
RFELNX
BliEE LR

moTF EHiz
mLAELE

Umareshimo kaeranumonowo
Wagayadoni komatsunoaruwo
Miruga kanashisa

Mishihitono matsunochitoseni
Mimashikaba tohkukanashiki
wakaresemashiya

It’s pitiful to see a new pine
tree growing so vigorously,
while the girl who was born in
this house will never be back.

If children could live a
thousand years like these pine
trees do, I would’ve never had
to say good-bye to my little
dear daughter...
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Instrumentation

Flute

Oboe/English Horn

Clarinet in B,

Bassoon/Contrabassoon
French Horn in F

Percussion (1 person) — Bass Drum, Timpani,
Triangle, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel*

Celesta
Harp
Mezzo Soprano
Baritone

Strings

*Omit if a larger vibraphone (C3 to C7) is available.
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II. Rough Journey at Sea
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III. At Hane (a town named "Wings")

=69

Dolce .

ol - A [
R | e
1 LU
] ] ] ] ] ] 1 ] ] ] s o (e 1 I I.? "
3 NI N L
I~ W_ e BEEA)
mii Hly
1 ] ] I ] ] 1 - I ] " ] 1 ™ "
4y s||Hiw
g %
il il I 1] sl &
_'J
] ] ] ] ] ] T~ | ] " ] 1 ] " ]
e
EE3
el g
7
I I
] | " | | il & | | " " " " " " "
1 e==
! t g
. ! H4— H4-H H4 L
1
TSI
e
1 ] ] I ] ! 1 I ] " ] 1 ] " ]
R AT Y
|
1 N g
Ly WL L L
1
| _ U
] ] ] ] ] [ i g 1 | ] 1 ] " ] " ]
.
' t g
L ! H4— H4-H H4 L
1
1 .
Al
] ] ] ] ] I 1 ] ] " ] 1 ] " ]
. YT Y
| B
| I~ 19
o WL L L
1
1
i
1 ] ] I ] [ 115:3 1 I ] " ] 1 ] " ]
" ¥
1 Nt 1
L " H4— H4-H H4 L
1
| ARTR
] ] ] ] ] “ ¥ 1 1 ] n ] 1 " n 1
SHEYI
Lo
I~ 19
B B B B B B B B B W B B B B B B B B B
¥
i
N N N A O N N N Bl N Bl e Bl e e BE M g
o —N T —— S ——N T ——
2 3 A g 3 o) g = s g g ~ = = ° g
E 2 a2 g = = 5 5 Z g £ £ = S ] &
o o g 2 = 17} = jus) o] g = ) = B @) m
3 Z =} 3 5 O =Y g B £ =
g = = 4 £ @ & > s =
g 8 = 2
k- S S
O € A

V4
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