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Abstract of the Dissertation 

Symphony No. 2 “The Great Expanse” 

by 

Sunny Knable 

Doctor of Philosophy 

in 

Music  

(Music Composition) 

Stony Brook University 

2017 

 

Symphony No. 2 “The Great Expanse” is a 20-minute composition commissioned by the 
California Youth Symphony in 2016. The title of the work serves as a reference to its: 1) initial 
musical inspiration -- drawing on expanding and contracting interval sets; 2) construction of 
these sets around the expanse of the composer’s instrument, the piano; 3) metaphorical place in 
the composer’s ouvre – that this second symphony is an expansion of the composer’s abilities 
since his first symphony as a Bachelor’s student; and 4) programmatic elements dealing with the 
expanse of time, space and the unknown. The construction of this piece deals with many pre-
compositional techniques, all of which aim to relate elements of pitch, rhythm, phrasing, and 
form simultaneously to the concepts of expansion and contraction. The result of that preplanning 
manifested itself in a two movement work (I. ...of dark; and II. ...of light), which is highly 
structured and deeply personal to the composer.  
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Orchestration: 

 Piccolo 
 2 Flutes 
 2 Oboes 
 English Horn 
 2 Clarinets in Bb 
 2 Bassoons 
 Contrabassoon 
 4 French Horns in F 
 3 Trumpets in C 
 2 Trombones 
 Bass Trombone 
 Tuba 
 Timpani 
 Percussion 1: Crash Cymbal, Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Whip, Whistle, Ratchet,  
  4 Tom-Toms, 5 Wood-blocks, Tam-Tam (Glockenspiel, Triangle, Bass Drum)* 
 Percussion 2: Triangle, Tambourine, Bass Drum, Cabasa, 5 Temple-blocks, Chimes  
  (Xylophone)* 
 Percussion 3: Glockenspiel, Marimba (A), Xylophone 
 Violin I 
 Violin II 
 Viola 
 Violoncello 
 Double Bass 
 

*doubled, only one instrument required 
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