Stony Brook University

The official electronic file of this thesis or dissertation is maintained by the University
Libraries on behalf of The Graduate School at Stony Brook University.

© All Rights Reserved by Author.



Legendale
A Dissertation Presented
by
Andrea Daly
to
The Graduate School
in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements
for the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
in
Music

(Composition)

Stony Brook University

December 2014



Copyright by
Andrea Daly
2014



Stony Brook University

The Graduate School

Andrea Daly

We, the dissertation committee for the above candidate for the
Doctor of Philosophy degree, hereby recommend

acceptance of this dissertation.

Daniel Weymouth - Dissertation Advisor
Associate Professor, Music Department

Daria Semegen - Chairperson of Defense
Associate Professor, Music Department

Peter Winkler
Professor Emeritus, Music Department

Gilda Lyons
Free-Lance Composer
Artistic and Executive Director of The Phoenix Concerts, NYC

This dissertation is accepted by the Graduate School

Charles Taber
Dean of the Graduate School

i



Abstract of the Dissertation

Legendale
by
Andrea Daly

Doctor of Philosophy

in

Music
(Composition)

Stony Brook University

2014

Legendale is a musical comedy written by Andrea Daly (composer) and Jeff
Bienstock (bookwriter/lyricist), with a story by Jeff Bienstock and Andrea Daly. It
features a cast of eight actors. The synopsis of the story is as follows:

Act |

The show opens on an internet message board for the fantasy role playing video
game “Legendale": three young Gamers—Newbie, Fanboy, and Sir Sarcasm — are
soon joined online by players of all ages and backgrounds. Together, they celebrate the
act of Play, which they consider to be a fundamental part of survival in a confusing,
chaotic modern world: [1. “When We Play”’]

Morning. Andy is in his apartment, playing Legendale before work. He finds
momentary joy in the game. When he leaves his tiny apartment and heads to the office,
he muses that Legendale is the only place he really feels alive: [2. “Dead Again”]

At work, Andy is startled by the appearance of a shy new temp named Beth.
Their small talk is interrupted by Steve, Andy’s overbearing boss. Once left to his own
devices, Andy opens the message board, and is informed of an exciting development:
Paul Jansen, the creator of Legendale, is about to make an announcement. Jansen
reveals to his fans that he has created an online tournament, where 1000 lucky gamers
can enter and compete to be “Lord of Legendale" in the ultimate online contest: [3.
“Lord of Legendale”] The winner will receive a hefty cash prize and unlimited power in
the game world. Andy quickly joins, but Steve pulls him away from the computer before
he can select an avatar: [4. Lord of Legendale Reprise”]

Later that evening, Andy has no choice but to select the last remaining avatar
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available: The Cow-Maiden, his least favorite character. Dejected, he enters the
tournament, where the Cow-Maiden is quickly ridiculed by other players as “the worst
character” in the game.

Back at the office the next morning, it's Friday. Andy is swamped with upgrading
the company server, and Beth is bullied by Steve. Beth and Andy attempt to relate but
can’t seem connect until they realize they may have one thing in common after all: [5.
“Nothing In Common”] Andy tries to work up the nerve to ask her on a date, but
misses his chance.

Over the weekend Andy performs terribly in the Legendale tournament, and is
about to quit completely when his avatar (the Cow-Maiden) suddenly comes to life. Self-
aware and quite feisty, the Cow-Maiden tells Andy that if he quits he will ruin her big
chance at success. She says she can still win the tournament, but Andy doesn’t believe
her. To prove that she’s got a fighting chance, the Cow-Maiden demonstrates how a
little confidence can go a long way: [6. “I've Got A Rock”] Zelayna wins Andy over,
and together they begin to defeat opponents.

JansenArts Headquarters, Silicon Valley. While his corporate lackeys scurry
around, benevolent game-creator Paul Jansen fawns over his fictional kingdom,
observing that everything is perfect in Legendale: [7. “My Little World”]

Andy and the Cow-Maiden have been gaining steam in the tournament all
weekend, and the Cow-Maiden has risen to the middle of the leaderboard. Andy
decides to customize his avatar and give her a new outfit, hairdo, and a name. Together
they choose the name “Zelayna.” While Zelayna sleeps peacefully in the game world,
Andy reflects on how different he feels now that she’s around: [8. “Am | Dreaming”]

Back at work Monday morning, Andy begins the server upgrade. As files slowly
load, he gets distracted by a Legendale message. Another gamer is asking to team up
with Zelayna. Against his better judgment, Andy enters the game at work. Zelayna and
Tarragon (the other gamer’s avatar) meet in the forest, but their meeting is interrupted
by the appearance of another avatar—a towering grotesque figure called The Dark
Troll, who chases other gamers on stage and mortally wounds them. Tarragon runs off,
while Zelayna yells after him that the meeting was a trap. [9. “Song of the Dark Troll”’]
The Dark Troll is impressed by Zelayna’s fighting skills, and offers her the opportunity to
be his henchman, but she refuses. The Troll exits and summons monsters to finish her
off. In a panic, Andy has Zelayna throw a harmless fireberry at the monsters. To
everyone’s surprise, the fireberry works because as it lands it activates a glitch in the
game that makes the monsters explode. However, the glitch freezes Zelayna, so in
order to save her from having to regenerate and lose points, Andy restarts his work
computer— unwittingly crashing the server upgrade in the process. Ecstatic, Andy
sings of his Legendale victory: [10. “Epic Win”] Steve enters and angrily fires him.

Act Il

Two weeks later, a video of Zelayna fending off the Dark Troll’'s monsters has
gone viral, and everyone on the message board is buzzing about Zelayna. She
continues to climb the leaderboard, but no one knows who the gamer is that’s
controlling her (and everyone assumes that it's a woman): [11. “Taking Control’’] With
skill and creativity, Zelayna fends off opponents right and left, even seducing one gamer
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with a charm potion to steal his weapons and treasure: [12. “Surrender”]

Andy takes a break from gaming to return to the office to clean out his desk. He
discovers a poster of Zelayna among Beth'’s things, and realizes that Beth is a
Legendale gamer herself. He can hardly wait to reveal that he is the one controlling
Zelayna, but Steve interrupts them. Andy quickly invites Beth to meet up at the park
later. She agrees. He runs home, eager for the date: [13. “Anticipation”]

JansenArts Headquarters, Silicon Valley. Jansen is livid that Zelayna seems to
be taking control of the tournament, because he has rigged the tournament to win it
himself all along. He decides to take matters into his own hands: [14. “My Little World
Reprise”]

At the park, Andy and Beth’s date goes well until Andy reveals that Zelayna is his
avatar. The revelation backfires. Beth is convinced that he is lying to impress her, and
she leaves. Andy returns home, crushed: [15. “Nothing At All”’] Andy tells Zelayna that
the tournament is stupid and not worth playing, because no amount of fictional success
will bring him success in the real world. Zelayna counters that she didn’t make it all the
way to second place to give up: [16. “Why Not Me”] Realizing that he has nothing to
lose, Andy agrees to help Zelayna catch the Dark Troll, who is still in first place on the
leaderboard but hasn’t reached the winning 1000-point score yet.

Meanwhile the Dark Troll is already on Zelayna’s trail, and takes her by surprise.
To Zelayna’s confusion, the Troll reveals himself to be Paul Jansen, and tells Andy that
the game is up. Jansen deletes Zelayna’s memory file so that the next time she dies in
the tournament she won'’t be able to regenerate, but before he can kill her, Tarragon
(the mysterious warrior who offered to team up with Zelayna) enters and cuts off his
arm. At the same time, Andy hears a knock on his door. It's Beth. Beth is playing in the
tournament, and Tarragon is her avatar. Beth tells Andy she realized he was telling the
truth after all, and that she sees Zelayna in him: [17. “Real”]

Together, Andy and Beth and Zelayna and Tarragon do battle with the Dark Troll.
Gamers around the world watch the fight in real-time: [18. “This Is War”] In the
climactic moment, Andy and Zelayna use the fireberry glitch to defeat the Dark Troll.
Jansen’s avatar explodes and disappears, but Zelayna is again frozen in place from the
glitch. Andy realizes that to keep the Dark Troll from regenerating he and Beth need to
end the tournament now. Andy and Zelayna volunteer to sacrifice their shot at victory:
[19. “Am | Dreaming Reprise”] Beth has Tarragon kill Zelayna, thereby reaching 1000
points. Beth has won the tournament, and gamers around the globe go wild: [20. “Lord
of Legendale Reprise”] In the midst of the celebration Beth closes her laptop and the
game world goes dark. Beth and Andy reflect on what fantasy has brought to their real
lives: [21. “Here and Now”]

Zelayna reappears alone on stage, dressed like the Cow-Maiden once more, and
addresses the audience: “You have completed the Cow-Maiden’s Quest. Will you
‘Replay,” ‘Quit,” or ‘Start a New Quest?” [22. “When | Play Reprise”]
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List of Performing Roles

Andy: Protagonist. A 29-year-old technologically savvy, socially awkward introvert
Zelayna: (a.k.a. The Cow-Maiden) Andy’s intelligent, beautiful, energetic avatar
Beth: Shy, mousy temp worker at Andy’s office

Doubles as:
Doctor: An adult gamer

Doubles as:
Voiceover: A pre-recorded voice that makes announcements in the game

Paul Jansen: Famous creator of the video game Legendale.

Doubles as:
Mailman: An adult gamer

Doubles as:
The Dark Troll: An avatar in Legendale

Steve: Andy and Beth’s boss.

Doubles as:
Police Officer: An adult gamer

Newbie: A gamer from the Legendale online message board; he is young and gets
picked on at school.

Fanboy: A gamer from the Legendale online message board; he is a teenager living in
Kansas and dreams of traveling.

Sir Sarcasm: A gamer from the Legendale online message board. He is a recent grad
living in debt, and wishes he were rich and successful.

Notes:
Newbie, Fanboy, and Sir Sarcasm double as Lackeys, Zombots and assorted other

non-singing characters. Steve doubles as the following non-singing characters:
Tarragon and the Warrior.
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Lord Of Legendale
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All hail! At... ...se- cre cy!
At the age of twenty-five
he assembled a small team
of engineers who spent their
evenings developing his
idea in total se-cre-cy!
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At the age of twenty, working a
summer job as an assistant meter-
maid, he had a vision of an inter-
active fantasy world and vowed
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At the age of thirty he released to the public a game known as
Legendale 1.0, which crashed immediately and was followed
by Legendale 2.0, which also crashed and was followed by
Legendale 2.5, which worked great, for about five minutes,
before it too crashed and was soon replaced by

Legendale 3.0 which changed the course of gaming hi-sto-ry!

|
Fan. % %fl :

All hail! All

0 | mf
l .

T
1

1
|
e

o (2
. ) o il - I - I -
Sir. |[PF—&—— ith i = e
All hail! All
m
9 { i - I - I Mf
Andy |{y—&—=—F 12 i = £ ﬁ
n\g) | |4
All hail! All
0
D’ 4 |
7 - b - - -
’S‘y
Pno. ~ mf;
. /\ .
-©F Bed B=s -
¥ O - o o 0 <
): rtho S =
= — e 7P
b “OR y

42



3
) | —
New. Mj\r - \c)trg ‘ } T 7 h i o h i \ —
5) ‘ } = 1 | | | & 1 } & } =
haill  All hail! To the man who gave us Leg-end-ale. All hail! All hail! The cre
o) | —
Fan. }\r i \c)trg ‘ } T 7 h i it h i i —
‘ } = | [ [ [ & 1 } [ i } =_I
hail!  All hail! To the man who gaveus Leg-end-ale. All hail! All hail! The cre
» | —
» » - £ e o o o 3 - - - £
. 0 I | | = Py ® | | o |
sir. [ F—F— | 5| = =
hail!  All hail! To the man who gave us Leg-end-ale. All hail! All hail! The cre
H | —_—
\ [ | I N\l \
Andy [{be— e PPty e e £
\ ! ! e B ! ! =
haill  All hail! To the man who gave us Leg-end-ale. All hail! All hail! The cre
= =
9 . = _ 2 _ = . 2 _
G—— =E====: '
P Q) > =
no.
- -05 05 o 7 > = N G R R
":1 . K \\, | \\, \\, | \\,
R 2 A A ;Y fmw
> >
> > > >
12
y | —3—
New. v Ne Ne e 2Pl s 28 [ ee
[ [ [ & [ | [ [ [ [ [ [ /7 1
— \ \ \ i i w \ \ \ 14
a-tor of our fav' rite game. All hail!l  All haill To the gen-ius-god of Leg-end-ale. Paul
3
| r—
Fan. \ | \ z o : : 1. ‘C’&!—E \ -
—_— \ \ \ R s s ~
a-tor of our fav' rite game. All haill All haill  To the gen-ius-god of Leg-end - ale.
§ —3—
reot e , o » o omb e e o
sir. |FE | ‘ —
L VV 1 1 1
a-tor of our fav' rite game. All haill  All haill  To the gen-ius-god of Leg-end-ale. Paul
] l 3
Andy |[{fes? — — N ‘Z’&"{f
AN . . [ [ [ & [ a | [ [ [
\e) —_— \ \ \ —r—— ~
a-tor of our fav' rite game. All haill All haill To the gen-ius-god of Leg-end - ale.
= =
9 __ - | | » > _ - - = - - o ‘ ‘ o
! r r ! !
- LF T - —3 -
Pno.
\ | | > > > >
rax 1y | I
Ve i —- S
g ° = 4 4 2 27 4

43




L)

Jan-sen is his name,

Paul Jan-sen is his name.
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First of all, I’d like to say: Thank You. You’ve made
Legendale a household name, and you’ve kept

my company busier than a Burglar Beetle in the
Diamond Mines of Mobius! [He pauses as everyone
laughs uproariously] Yes, I thought you’d enjoy
that...But enough about me. Let’s talk about you.
[Jansen appears on stage] Yes, you. Staring at me

from behind your computer screen. I have a proposition
for you. A one hundred thousand dollar proposition.
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Someone's coming!
Quick, hide me!

ZELAYNA
That's the spirit.
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My Little World

A little music box waltz
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DIALOGUE 1
MARKETING LACKEY
Mr. Jansen, sir! JANSEN

JANSEN
Well, how’d I do? Did my little announcement
make waves?

MARKETING LACKEY
You’re not going to believe this. 12.8 million hits!

JANSEN
(nonchalantly)
Not bad, not bad.

MARKETING LACKEY
Sir, at this rate, Lord of Legendale is on track to

become the most popular online tournament of all time!

I know, I know--as a promotional stunt, this
tournament was an incredible stroke of towering
genius. But the players themselves deserve some
of the credit.

MARKETING LACKEY

(turning to leave)

Sir...I have a little boy at home who wants to be
just like you when he grows up.

JANSEN
Well, tell him--so do I.
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Ahem, Mr. Jansen, sir.
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(quickly regaining his composure, embarrassed)
Yes?
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ENGINEERING LACKEY

a tempo I just got an update from my team. You know how you made the bold decision to
J— 170 launch the tournament before—ahem-—we were completely finished debugging it?
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DIALOGUE 2

ENGINEERING LACKEY

(gulping)

No, sir. Not at all. But, uh--

(music begins)

there’s a possibility that a few glitches may have escaped their attention.

JANSEN

(relaxing)

Ha! Calm yourself. There are no glitches in Legendale. There can’t be.
But just to make sure-- forward the report to me, and I’ll conduct the final
round of testing myself.

ENGINEERING LACKEY
(turning to leave)
You're an inspiration to every one of us, sir.

JANSEN
(waving him off)
Yesyesyesyes...

(ENGINEERING LACKEY exits. Jansen returns his attention to the
map once more.)
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(Lights Dim. JANSEN puts his feet up on his desk and stares lovingly up at his creation.)
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ANDY

Trust me, nobody's
gonna get the drop
on you while I'm

8.

Am I Dreaming?
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59 SAFETY
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DIALOGUE 1
(FANBOY enters, clad in a large black cloak and fangs.
He silently creeps towards the sleeping ZELAYNA.)
ZELAYNA
(half asleep, motionless)
Andy?
ANDY
Yes, Zel?
ZELAYNA
Correct me if I'm wrong, but, isn't that a level nine vampire
heading right for me?
ANDY
Oh! Right. Uh...let's see, what about a storm spell?
(He presses a button. SFX: A mighty whoosh of wind.
The vampire's cloak billows as it catches the gust; he staggers and
flails backwards offstage, screaming.)
VAMPIRE
Aggghhhhhhhh!!!!!!
ZELAYNA
Nice work.
ANDY
Don't mention it.
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DIALOGUE 2

(While fighting) ANDY
ANDY No, it’s great! Gamers have created Tumblrs and
parody Twitter accounts devoted to you. They’ve
formed tribute bands and written slash-fiction in
your honor...Zelayna, you are a full-blown MEME!

...and it was viewed more than 8 million times! Can you
believe that? 8 million views in only two weeks!

ZELAYNA

(yawning) ZELAYNA ) '

Um...neat? I'have never heard so many nonsensical words in
my life. And I live in Legendale.

ANDY

Not to mention all of the comments people left underneath,
which were overwhelmingly positive and only occasionally

racist! Don’t you know what this means? You’ve gone viral! (SFX: Bzzzt! Zelayna disarms an opponent with a

spell. The three gamers sing again...)

(Zelayna kills an opponent.)

ZELAYNA
Viral? Is that bad? It sounds bad.
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Pno.

Pno.

Pno.

DIALOGUE 3
(While fighting)

ANDY
Zel, 1 just got a call from the office. They want me to take

home everything I left at my workstation, or it’ll get thrown out.

ZELAYNA
You want to leave?

ANDY
Believe me, I’'m not thrilled-—Zel!

ZELAYNA
I got it.

(SFX: TWING. She shoots an arrow skyward.)

ZELAYNA

I’m not thrilled about going back. But I want to pick up my last
paycheck before it gets tossed in the mail. I don’t have that
hundred grand yet, you know.

(SFX: BOOM. A body falls from the sky.)

ZELAYNA
Wait until the end of the day, wouldja? We’re
almost in second place.

ANDY
And miles behind the Dark Troll.

ZELAYNA
Well, that’s—ooh look!

VOICEOVER
You have found one charm potion.

ZELAYNA
I always wanted to try one of these.

(She gulps down the potion.)
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Pno.

Pno.

73
e lE ; ; ; ; ; o o 6 o B Ber oo E ; ; ; ; ; ; ;
ANIY4 | | | | | e | | | | | | | |
Q) ! 1 1 | ! ! 1 1 | ! 1 1 |
r — -P—— N 1 i a,%
b N & < i Y3 <
Z b P PN yA | | . o & VA |
v ~ P o | b P
j— v T~ & o_o @ j— v o~
r r
76
e o o o o el e -;;iiiii
ANIY4 | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
Q) [ I I | [ I I | [ I I | | | ! | | | 1 | | |

ﬂ N A} H = ) | NN
V.= S — === —
—@ L o — o -
=) o _o g — o __o v o -
Cue: "I always
wanted to try
79 SAFETY one of these." (She gulps down the potion)
| > P PP P o o o > O o o O o oo
EETET e EE TS RS S as
f\_bhH . .
DA 1
i o b | e
il OEIVA 1D | Y 2 < \ I
S . s A -
? = pg—— P "'v"' j [ 4 L& L&
=
ZELAYNA
Ooh cherry.
82 |
nl- o O 0 O 000 o O O o O O o O O OO0 Py o o0 O O 0
/7% 53335333 135335 2355 333533535 35 22355
~ ‘ e e — = 1 ‘ e Y
ryj r
ppp
il | N | | | | | | |
":1 I[)v IU } | \\, | \\, | | | \\, | | \\, |
SErES = SEE S B $: $°s s Iss:
ANDY [SEE NEXT
Wait, what FANBOY ZELAYNA SCORE]
appens now: DIE ZELAYNA! Watch this! >
86
| = o ™
o 1D AL |
I\ _bhH - [A) | -
(y? 2 ‘
SV |
© -
ﬁ (Zel. strikes
a pose)
| =
o 1D
P\_bhH - -
[ a0 N
AN\,
[Y)

140




12.
Surrender

(Arrangement
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DIALOGUE 1

ZELAYNA
Well, someone’s in a good mood.

ANDY
Can’t talk long--I have a date!

ZELAYNA

What? Now that we’re in the top ten, I can’t have
you stepping away from the computer to push
somebody else’s buttons.

ANDY
I’ll be back before you know it. We’re meeting at
the park after she gets off work!

ZELAYNA
It’s a trap.

ANDY
Zel...

ZELAYNA

I know an ambush when I hear one. Have you
forgotten about that jerkface Tarragon and his
stupid flowers?

ANDY

No, but—-hey, that’s an idea.
ZELAYNA

What is?

ANDY

Tell you later. Right now, I’ve got to
get ready, so—-

(He begins to power down his computer.)

ZELAYNA
Don’t you dare.

ANDY
Logging off!

ZELAYNA
I’ll log you off--!

28
48 DIALOGUE 1
P’ - I T - o - m - ]
Andy |57 - I il [E |
<D u 1 1 1kt ]
34
-~
#j‘i
SAFETY SAFETY
I # $ 4 1/
rS 7 0 0
—— m
Pno. pA P pp [Cue:
N "hey, that's an idea."]
- -I'”IF_ .)\ oo q—pﬁ—
L TN 3 — . S— — < ¥ - 0 - = T
y A = 7 & 0 v 7
" 14 € Y1 —
P—=pp pp
32
- | | | |
Gi* $—s s s —
B  — — —— _.IL\,
—p e
Pno. [Cue: J— mp
"T'll log you off--!1"]
oy =1 et —
7 i B = 7 : > I
A 4 i 4 I ® 7 —
~—
P—

155



mp
[ N N — — -
Andy 7 | Y 2 | BN 7 | 4 | ]
\5) ~—— ~— —r ” - —
Beth likes games, sodo I Sheis shy.but kind__ a pret ty, I could
y 4,
o LT o
ek = = = =
SV
D)
Pno.
i i | | | | I | | | | I I | | | } : i ‘ ) -
o/
pp
—_—
N T e v N e s e
Andy ya— —_ ——— |
\g) e e ‘ ;
take a chance, if I choose and what do I have to lose?
.
o LT o
G = = =
SV
D)
Pno.

41

[
—

! A [ | |

Andy [ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ'

) —

Noth-ing at all!

u i ; T ; NN A
A5 - — —= o=
[ & an Y L | WA | 1/
<V | | 4 | 4
Q) N N—
Pno. pp
i L ‘ | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

156




mp

Noth-ing at all!

—_———— | PpPpP

A

[ £anY

T TTIe e 338 3522

%0

_ CTT™N  CTR0
~y W ~>
&
T
N
N ol
(T -,
T
T
ol T
™
i
i
11— »
| JJ
T
T
i T
8 .
= -l =
NG O NEe
—r N —
T g
g 9
<

157



Jansen

14.

My Little World Reprise

Fast and ugly
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Nothing At All

Dreamy and sad
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Why Not Me?
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Zel.

Pno.

Pno.

Zel.
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Don't you give me a rule and then say not tobreak it.
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This Is War
[Underscoring Theme]
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Am I Dreaming
Zelayna's Reprise
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Do you happen to know anyone who’s good at Data Management?

At the creative side, maybe.
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Will you *Replay*, *Quit*--
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