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Abstract of the Dissertation
And Yet...

a narrative for orchestra, with fixed media and narrator (bass-baritone)

by

Philip Frederick Salathé, Jr.

Doctor of Philosophy
in
Music
(Composition)
Stony Brook University
2014

The inspiration and foundation for And Yet... is a collection of home recordings made during the
late 1930s on 78 RPM discs. Of these, most feature performances by my maternal grandfather,
Gilbert Patten, a gifted bass singer who might well have pursued a professional career had it not
been for the demands of family, financial necessity, and eventual poor health. Additional discs in
the collection capture the singing voices of my great-grandmother near the end of her life, and
my maternal aunts not long after the beginning of theirs.

In And Yet..., I have integrated selections from these recordings into an orchestral narrative that,
though continuous, can broadly be divided into four movements. The first of these, “Big
Profundo”, is a kind of stylized recitative in which the tuba emerges as a prominent soloist,
engaging in a free-spirited dialogue with my grandfather's recorded voice that varies between
witty banter, pointed remarks, and obstreperous declamations.

In the second, “Plain Folks”, my great-grandmother's wonderfully homely voice serves as the
point of departure for a lilting, waltz-like theme. As the music progresses, this melody is
gradually fragmented and playfully transformed, and is ultimately subsumed into a meditative
passacaglia featuring rich jazz harmonies.
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The third movement, “Feed the Doggie”, is a jaunty scherzo in a fast compound meter, whose
quirky harmonic palette is largely based on sixths and sevenths. Only at the end is the source of
this material revealed: the voices of my aunts as young children, supplying a spontaneous and
endearingly erratic reharmonization of a popular tune.

Immediately after this comes the final movement, “Epilogue (And Yet...)”, which introduces the
piece's narrator for the first time. In a text based in part on a fragment by Mark Twain, he
explicitly reflects on my grandfather's life, while the orchestra accompanies him on a journey of
loss, sorrow and, ultimately, redemptive love. In the closing bars of the piece, the narrator bursts
into song at last, just before the work ends on a note of unexpected ambivalence.
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Dedication Page

This piece is written in memory of my maternal grandfather, Gilbert Patten, my great-
grandmother Lois Lavinia Patten Landers, and my maternal aunts, Norma Powers and Shirley
Lewis.

I would also like to thank Andrew Nittoli for his invaluable help in transferring these recordings
from the original disks. His efforts made it possible to retrieve additional program material, in

grooves near the center of the playing surface, that [ was unable to capture when I originally
digitized these disks in 2000.



Performing Parts

Instrumental requirements:

2 flutes

2 oboes

2 clarinets in B-flat

2 bassoons

4 horns in F

2 trumpets in B-flat

2 tenor trombones

Tuba

Harp

Timpani (3 minimum: 28, 257, 23”)
Percussion (snare drum, bass drum, suspended cymbal, tubular bells)
Strings

Fixed media playback system (computer- or sampler-based)

Narrator/singer (bass-baritone) (last movement only)

(note: if the narrator is not a singer, the brief sung part at the end may be played by the Ist
Horn)
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Performance Notes

And Yet... makes use of excerpts from 78 RPM home recordings made by the Patten family in the
late 1930s, which have been digitized, digitally remastered, and separated into individual
soundfiles. These can be played back with a sampling keyboard (part available upon request), or
can be triggered using Max/MSP or another comparable program. The timing requirements in
performance of “Big Profundo” make CD-based playback impractical.

To the best of my knowledge, the songs performed on the recordings I have used are all in the
public domain in the United States. These are as follows:

“When Big Profundo Sang Low C” (1921) — words by Marion T. Bohannon and music by
George Botsford.

“Just Plain Folks” (1901) — words and music by Maurice Stonehill.

“Won't You Come Over to My House” (1906) — words by Harry H. Williams and music by
Egbert Van Alstyne.

“Feed the Doggie” - composer unknown. (Extensive research has failed to reveal even a trace of
the song's origins.)

“O My God” - late 19th-century Protestant hymn; the text is Biblical (Psalm 22:1; Job 19:14).

Copyright on the audio of the 78 RPM recordings themselves (not included in the present
publication) belongs to the composer and his family.

The narrator's text in And Yet... is by the composer, adapted from his mother's account of her

b

father's life, except for a short excerpt adapted from Mark Twain's “The Mysterious Stranger’
(taken from an edition now in the public domain).

All movements are played attacca, i.e. without movement breaks.
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And Yet...

a narrative for orchestra
with fixed media and narrator (bass-baritone)

Score (in C)

Phil Salathé
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Freely (J =90)
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I'V. Epilogue (And Yet...)
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NARRATOR:*

Freely (J =90)

A young woman is riding in

car with her husband

and daughters.

In the distance,
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*Ideally a spotlight should be brought up a split-second before the narrator reads his first line, as if we're seeing him for the first time.

% LA 1A

47




{2y

7
{7y

v
{ey
D

)
7

)

2
{ey

rax

I O
7

o)

I O
7

j O
7

broken figure is you,

this piteous,

she suddenly realizes with horror—

they approach the old man,

As

side of the road.

painfully along the

ol

acavsr s
T T
11~ o

M

y i
{ey
2

FlL1&2

Ob.1&2

BiClL1&2

Bsn. 1 &2

Ly
o)
Hn.1&3 %

Hn. 2 &4

Tpt. 1 &2

Tbn. 1 &2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc.

Hp.

Narr.

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Ve.

Cb.

48



S

& 3

i
— Y

—3-

—3-

—3a

Z=
—3-

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

=4

%
=4
%
3

— e

o

)3

— »r

2”0
==

9 bholr

>3
%

>3
>3

72)
P —
PP —
on
—3-

@

Q

I
2 >
z £
] E
s E
g g
g 2
w2 w1

4
3o
Bass drum

r

—3-
s

(quietly) How did it come to this’

her father.

v

{ey

D
7
7

{2y
P

7
{7y
)
)
0
it
{ey
y
{ey
NS5

1&3
Timp.
Perc.
Narr.
Vin. II

Vin. 1

Tpt. 1 &2 %

FlL1&2
Ob.1&2
Hn.2 &4

Bsn. 1 &2
Hn.

BiClL1&2

Vla.

%
%

49

Lo~ a

=7




96)

@ Faster, metronomic (J

w \\\' (o
m 8 T
2 1Y !
=}
1=}
m ! t T
: T )
m 4 T[T
\Lr o1
223
4 T[T
T !
e N TTeTT®
ALY . il Ml
[T [
g2t I e
JIEE N
e, o1 T8
\\\' o
4 T[T
\\\' —Hw
« \\mﬁ.av 4 T[T
® 1
) 1) .
o o N T8
“n o — | e
.3y m, ° uwﬂ _Hu
a IND| 5 # o TS
L L & 2
S T4
. = ' \u\
= ] ot L JEL]
£ [
= £ ! 4 dm T[T
_ulsv \\\' « (o
8 2 i £ NI
= = kY & =
= B wwum.nm; i t
@ g = Hrstre
M1 11 ]
g
N N 1
(=S i
o (& | TRTY | 1 L
/m / /m il L
> N 4 1
(=S i
o W L
B’y < i AETs T
Sas. oSl ol Sas: Sas: Sas: Sl Rusal Ras: [Sasal Rusul Rusul Sul [Run: Runyl Rupyl [pupl
N d
0 b2t '
o o |l .wwrw L™
\\dvv Aﬁb\ T N L
I By
caal ocaul ochyl ocayl ocayl ocayl ocayl och: octul ocayl Cayl [acayl caul ocayl ocRul ocaul ocayl
OO & e G\ NP N NG N &N e = N GN o NG &0 &N b
e
] o o a Ll < a o < &, S A g — = o 5 5
) ) ) ) < < ) ) 2 E 5 I 3 g o S = 3]
= = = = = B 3 = = = > >
= S g E & 4 i E

mp like a drum

50



¢4 & & &

o & & &

51

o & &

o & & o

% ~
rm faf 797
wa _H for
' TRY ] ' LY ] g ! W\h' \Hq\
5 ! e
s er _H far
Rl = T i
Hr @ er 19
m o T®T]
8 wa _H for
2 b e
] ] ] ] = - \\\' A
] la T
[
Fle o T
‘m, ) o
El
ey = g e
W er for
M o BELJE
5
I I I I = I Y N
=
g
= g [T
=
H
=
o 1) ~
5 B
k|
A b5
Al 8 L
RN E fo L]
M M 119
a\iw ™ b LA
for L]
w1 || 19
R v [
TN o T®T]
] ] ] ] FFF > - \\_f N
g,
e 2 fat %]
TN 1) ~
ﬁ Rl ny
\\,\ltj.f o %]
% ~
for T
] e ﬁ o
] u T8
1 1 1 1 54 1 iy
= (o
o L JE
[
‘o |16 W T8
L L [ V
Hare A (% s
|2 8 il
s for L]
” wa for
TIATTS £ o T
] ] ] ] EESExS = 1 Iy
= [T f (9
15, S
Gt S lat %]
Al 5
il i)
= @ B
ey £ B 871
g DL AL N < DL < N N il [N N NG N
G N NG N, N N N , c = s 3 NG e ¢
—_——
I Sl ~ ~ i) < ~ ~ < & 5 4, I — = ] S8 5
< < < e = < 3 2 = £ 5 = 3 = = > > o
—_ — — — — ~ — — = = ] > =
= o = g & B = g
= [ M K 4 = = 2



7o

be
’
s

b

3

7o

e
3

D

T
-
—
S

i
1
o

ho®
e

qe

he

e
e

{2y

7
{7y

o)

7
it
{ey

3
D}

o
)
7

bl
El
V4

o)
7

{7y
D
oJ

A\

)

):
7

Suspended cymbal

bebetete

T

T
|
i
o7

Helle
—

fe—of

yd
r
Sha—et

m

back, destroyed!...

your shoulders, your

your hands,

body grew,

your

-2
o

o v o v o ©
o o

o

{7y

P m—-i o
o o

7

o

FlL1&2

Ob.1&2

BiClL1&2

Bsn. 1 &2

Hn. 1&3

Tpt. 1 & 2

Tbn. 1 &2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc.

Hp.

Narr.

Vin. I

7
Vin. IT %

52



72)

Gently (J

5
°

Slower (J

il o o o o S o o o i el el i ) o o Soe o
[ / =,
/ “ 2
g 1 1
o] Aol Y ‘W 1o E]
Gl e RN s | G s il E
ekl st ekl e e e e s oS e o oo A o eesy st st s
4
g
o
= 1 1
o \ /
AN & 98| & 1912
A Sasul Sasul Sasul Sasul Susul Sl Susl Susl N [Sanyl [Sunyl [Sanyl Sanyl Rusyl Rusul Runul Rusul
—u\‘.ﬂ\tf (171 (111
TS -
I E
e, = 1 1
@
2
| &SR e A B e S
ekl : 34: \34 : R R R 34/* B eekl N M oesy N B B R R R
Ji T MM x
“TIe[T™ i
p7anill N
1212 4
& E] 1 I
5
€]
AN
STV - T T @
iy o
g
3
ou
£
5
E]
H
2
5
5
2
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ (C ¢ ¢ (C (C (C ¢ (C R ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ CRH
% |
3
o
£
o
=
=
g
5
=
S
E
2 3 g
L L | -
T 3
2 =
m B i s 9
2 g
£ NG N N NG AN N [l N N N ey AN
& NG® NGo . E N B 3 = N 3 NGe o 3
e —
N N N 2 @ - N N E] s S = & = = s S o
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 E £ 5 = 3 £ = = > =
= = = - = a = = & > >
= s S g ] ] = g
= = M 2 T T = £

53



FlL1&2

Ob.1&2

BiClL1&2

Bsn. 1 &2

Hn. 1&3

Hn.2 &4

Tpt. 1 &2

Tbn. 1 &2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc.

Hp.

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Ve.

@gery bright (o. = 150)

\

e

y 2 r
&

jead<]

(’,63&3

"~

o o3]

t<§>k3

i)

V

N

My

oo
osds

M

444'4
A

7

t
>

o <]

N

o 232}

o od<]

C@ta

N

o 232}

N

o 232}

7

———————————— (repeat until narrator says "bones")

jead<]

jead<]

jead<]

iy

"®

Very bright (s. = 150)

(briskly) But all that is gone. ”
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in the way your heart stops—  for a long moment— and then starts again, racing reason.
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*Words in bold should be synchronized (cued) with the downbeat.
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*The lowest D string on the harp, which is unaffected by the pedal mechanism, should be tuned to D-natural before performance.
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*This line and the next are adapted from Mark Twain's "The Mysterious Stranger" (text in the public domain).
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*[f the narrator is not a singer, Horn 1 may perform his part instead.
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