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By Rebecca Liebson 
News Editor 

President Samuel L. Stanley Jr. 

traveled to Washington D.C. this 

week to accept the Senator Paul 

Simon Award for Campus Inter­

nationalization on behalf of Stony 

Brook University. The award 

from NAFSA: Association of In­

ternational Educators recognizes 

outstanding accomplishments in 

international education. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 13, Stan­

ley sat on a panel with presi­

dents from three other Simon 

Award-winning colleges and uni­

versities to discuss study abroad 
programs, international students 
and more. 

"I think college is about edu­

cating students, about expanding 

their horizons," Stanley said when 

asked why it's important for U.S. 

colleges and universities to act as 

champions of internationalization. 
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President Samuel L. Stanley Jr. at the 2016 State of the University address. Stanley 
accepted the Senator Paul Simon Award on Nov. 13 for Stony Brook University. 

"I think their ability to occupy this 

internationalized, global environ­
ment depends very much on their 
understanding of culture." 

The panelists went on to dis­

cuss some of the lessons they 

learned that other educators could 

benefit from. 

Babson College President, 

Kerry Healey, talked about mea­

sures her school has taken to pre­

vent international students from 

self-segregating. "We don't have 
an orientation for international 

students, we don't segregate them 

out," she said. "We actually want 

all of our students to begin un­

derstanding that they're all glob­

al citizens and that they're all the 

same right from the beginning." 

Stanley highlighted the im­

portance of being strategic when 

designing study abroad programs 

on a tight budget, particular­

ly programs involving research. 
"What are you interested in and 

what are the outcomes you want 

to see from this engagement?" 

Continued on page 2 

By Evelin Mercedes 
Contributing Writer 

The University Police Depart­

ment (UPD) and Residential Risk 

Management hosted their last ac­

tive shooter training of the semes­

ter at Roth Cafe on Wednesday, 

Nov. 14. 

Forty-three students learned 

about the "Run, Hide, Fight" 

method and other tactics they 

can use if they encounter 

a gunman. 

"I've actually looked up this ma­

terial before, but it's a refresher of 

what you should do in this kind 

of situation," Andrew Infantino, 

a senior physics major, said. "The 
most important thing we went over 

is to run, to be as efficient as possi­

ble in preserving your life and try 

not to give the shooter any chance 

of succeeding." 

Continued on page 2 

Photojournalist Noam Bedein hosts talk about saving the Dead Sea 
By Anna Correa 
Arts and Culture Editor 

Israeli photojournalist Noam 

Bedein hosted a talk about saving 

the Dead Sea and how Middle 

Eastern geopolitics play a role on 

Wednesday, Nov. 14 in the Stu­

dent Activities Center. 

In 2017, Bedein founded the 

Dead Sea Revival Project (DSRP), 

an organization that aims to re­

store the water levels of the Dead 

Sea and educate people on preser­

vation of other "water treasures" 

around the world, using the Dead 

Sea as a case study. Bedein, who 

is also a photographer for Na­

tional Geographic, uses different 

forms of media to spread aware­

ness of the receding waters of the 

Dead Sea such as photography of 

the area, time-lapse photos over 

years, educational videos, salt 

layer art, social media tags such 

as #SaveOurWaterTreasures and 

virtual reality. 

"Usually people like to put 

the focus on the factories and 

the industry, which does have a 

huge part of the receding water 

level, but it's not really the root 

of the problem," Bedein said. 

"The problem isn't really the wa­

ter coming out of the Dead Sea. 

There's not water coming into the 

Dead Sea." 

The Dead Sea, also known as the 

salt sea, is a lake that is at the lowest 

point of elevation on Earth, border­

ing Israel, Jordan and parts of the 

West Bank. It is one of the saltiest 

bodies of water in the world, with a 

33.7 percent salinity. The high salt 

content makes it difficult for aquat­

ic life to exist, but macroscopic fish 

and plants and microscopic bacteria 

still live in the lake, according to Be­

dein. It is also abundant in minerals 

which are used in various medici­

nal and beauty products for their 

health benefits. 

The Dead Sea's surface waters 

are receding at a rate of 1.5 meters 

or 5 feet per year, which is equiva­

lent to having about 600 olympic 

pools of water emptied every day, 

Bedein said. It is at its lowest point 

in recorded history and has lost 

one-third of its surface area. 

The receding waters cause sink­

holes, which are unpredictable de­

pressions in the ground that make 

it dangerous for people to visit the 

area. Entire beaches and resorts 

have been shut down. The Jeru­

salem Post reported in 2015 that 

5,000 sinkholes have appeared 

near the Dead Sea and hundreds 

are created every year. 

"I had no idea that this envi­

ronmental disaster was happening 

at this part of the world," Taylor 

Larson, a junior environmental 

humanities major and vice presi­

dent of the Environmental Club, 

said. "Here in New York, it's very 

far removed." 

Although companies that ex­

tract minerals from the lake are 

partially at fault, Bedein said the 

sources of water are being dried 

out because of climate change 

and lack of water management. 

In order to restore the Dead Sea, 

water levels in the Sea of Galilee 

(the Kinneret) would need to be 

restored to flow into the Jordan 

River, then into the Dead Sea. The 

Sea of Galilee and the Jordan Riv­

er are in danger as well. 
"In the next decade, the water 

crisis is going to be one of the big­

gest crises the world is going to 

deal with," Bedein said. "The proj­

ect to save the Dead Sea is a sym­

bol in the Middle East. It is only 

the symbol of the Middle East 

for cooperation." 

The water crisis in Jordan has 

been exacerbated by the grow­

ing refugee population there. 

According to a 2017 broadcast 

of Asia Today — a news show 

from the China Global Televi­

sion Network — there are 1.5 

million Syrians in Jordan and 

water consumption increased 

by 22 percent since the refugee 

crisis began in 2015. Americans 

on average consume 9,000 cubic 

meters of water per capita, while 

Jordanians use 150. 

Jordan has attempted to develop 

water resources but is reaching its 

limit on the amount of water that 

is accessible due to lack of renew­

able water resources in the country 

and unsustainable groundwater 

extraction. Countries like Jordan 

and Israel have used up most of 

the Jordan River for agricultural 

and water needs to meet the pop­

ulation's demands. USAID states 

the current amount of renewable 

water resources in Jordan meets 

only half of water consumption. 

The World Bank plans to fi­

nance the Red Sea—Dead Sea proj­

ect, which according to the 2015 

feasibility report from French 

consulting and engineering firm, 

Coyne et Beiller, aims to save 

the Dead Sea from degradation, 

desalinate water and/or generate 

affordable hydroelectricity and 

"build a symbol of peace in the 

Middle East." 

The project will bring fresh wa­

ter to Jordan and Israel and build 

the world's largest desalination 

plant, Oded Fixler, director of the 

Red Sea-Dead Sea project, said in 

the Asia Today broadcast. 

"Water is a common factor 

in this entire earth and to real­

ize how quickly it hits home is 

such an eye-opening experience. 

Especially when you think about 

how 'Oh I can just turn on the 

faucet and drink a glass of water' 

and not realizing in two years I 

can't do that anymore because 

there will be such a drought," Sa-

mantha Duerte, a freshman bio­

medical engineering major, said. 

"For some people it doesn't hit as 

hard until you see the actual dam­

age that's being done and how its 

affecting my own home town." 

For Israeli student Eilona Fed-

er — an Israeli-American Council 

Mishelanu fellow and senior bio­

chemistry major — the environ­

mental disaster of the Dead Sea 

hits close to home. Feder visited 

the Dead Sea many times growing 

up since her mother worked as a 

doctor at the local resorts. She or­

ganized the event along with Hil-

lel to spread awareness of the issue. 

"It is one of my favorite places in 

Israel. It is such an important place 

to Israel and the world. It is such 

a touristic place so people need to 

know what is happening and think 

of the solutions," Feder said. "We're 

the next generation. Informing 

people, especially educated people, 

about this problem is very import­

ant. Some people study environ­

mental science and engineering. All 

those classes and all those majors 

can someday help solve solutions. 

Even [we] can help." 



NEWS 
UPD hosts semester's last shooting training 

Continued from page 1 

UPD played a video showing an 

active shooter simulation, filmed 

in Yang Hall, with student actors 

demonstrating each step. The three 

recommended options before police 

enforcement arrives are to run, hide 

or fight. 

Before you choose to run, you'll 

need to assess the situation and know 

your escape routes out of the build­

ing. Next, leave your belongings be­

hind, prevent others from entering 

the area and keep your hands visible. 

In the event that the shooter is on a 

lower level of the building than you, 

it is best to hide in a locked and barri­

caded room until UPD arrives. This 

lowers the risk of running into the 

shooter and needing to rely on the 

last option — to fight. 

Take any nearby objects to use as 

a weapon to protect yourself and at­

tempt to strike as aggressively as possi­

ble. This method requires you to take 

action against the active shooter as a 

last resort and only when your life is in 

imminent danger. 

Officer Peter Thomson ensured 

that students understood that "dis­

tance is in your favor." The farther 

away you are from the active shoot­

er, the higher of a chance you have 

to survive. 

"That's what this training is 

about," Assistant Chief of Police Eric 

Olsen said. "These events are over 

very quickly, so every second you can 

buy yourself, it's another second that 

officers are coming to help you." 

The training comes just a week 

after a 28-year-old gunman in 

Thousand Oaks, California shot 

and killed 12 college-aged stu­

dents in a popular country mu­

sic bar, before being taken out by 

a law enforcement officer. This 

is the 307th mass shooting of 

the year, according to data from 

non-profit organization, the Gun 

Violence Archive. 

The officers leading the training 

used a powerpoint to show how 

students could react in the initial 

moments of an active shooter situ­

ation to help buy them extra time. 

They emphasized that the response 

time of the on-campus police de­

partment is only two minutes 

compared to the Suffolk County 

Police Department, which is five to 

15 minutes. 
"If it ever came down to it, I 

think students should be prepared 

because, at the end of the day, it's 

your life," junior anthropology 

major Jhinelle Walker said. "We 

all have these assumptions from 

movies that we're gonna be the 

hero, and we're gonna take down 

the bad guys but fighting or tak­

ing them on is more likely to 

get us killed or put other people 

in danger." 

Attendees passed around some of 

the equipment that police officers 

have for all types of emergencies: kev-

lar helmet, ballistic external vest and 

ballistic shield. 

"It would be great if other students 

were to learn about this," Vamsi Ta­

lari, a sophomore computer engineer­

ing major, said. "It gave me a sense 

of safety because I now know they 

have the best tools that will keep our 

students safe." 

The training mentioned what 

to expect when law enforcement 

arrives at the scene. It is best to 

remain calm, follow the offi­

cer's instructions, put down any 

items in your hands, raise your 

hands, spread your fingers and 

avoid making quick movements 

so they do not mistake you for 

the shooter. 

The officers also told students to 

be aware of their surroundings. For 

example, knowing where the exits in 

a room are, where the nearest landline 

is and where possible hiding spots are 

can help save lives if an active shooter 

situation were to happen on campus. 

"We're just trying to teach as 

many people as possible on campus 

with this training," Olsen said. "I 

think students love the class. They 

also realize that they have a fully vet­

ted police department on campus 

with the tools to respond to one of 

these incidences, and it makes them 

feel safer." 

SBU accepts Simon Award 

Continued from page 1 

he asked. "Because like [with] 

anything else there's always 

limited resources." 

Texas Tech University Pres­

ident, Lawrence Schovanec, 

agreed with Stanley. "You must 

be very intentional in the part­

ners that you collaborate with to 

make sure that you have a plan 

that's meaningful and that you 

can deliver what you say you're 

going to do." 

The panel also took sever­

al questions from the audience. 

One woman asked the panelists 

to share some specific challeng­

es their schools faced in regards 

to immigration. 

Harper College President, 

Kenneth Ender, said his school 

has struggled to address issues 

related to the Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

program, which gives undocu­

mented immigrants who came 

to the U.S. as young children 

protected status to live, work 

and attend school here. When 

the Trump administration re­

scinded the program last year, it 

left DACA recipients at Ender's 

school feeling vulnerable. 

"How [do we] support stu­

dents that are with us and living 

day to day around the question 

of 'how long am I going to be 

here?' and 'am I safe to be iden­

tified on this campus?"' he said. 

Stanley touched on- two 

big-picture problems affecting 

international education at Stony 

Brook. "One is the uncertainty 

about what is happening next," 

he said. "We know there is going 

to be restrictions potentially on 

students that are coming down 

on issues related to security. And 

the second, I think broader thing 

is, as was talked about, are we a 

welcoming environment?" 

He noted that as international 

student enrollment in the U.S. 

has started to decline, it has be­

come more difficult to spread 

the message that Stony Brook 

is accepting of students from 

all backgrounds. 

The Senator Paul Simon 

Award for Campus Interna­

tionalization is named after 

the late Illinois lawmaker who 

was "a lifelong advocate for 

international education and 

exchange," according to the 

NAFSA website. 

"[Senator Paul Simon] was 

an inspirational leader and as I 

think about some of the issues 

we have now today, we could 

use more people of his integrity 

and skill and knowledge and wis­

dom," Stanley said. "The country 

misses him." 

School of Journalism creates professorship honoring business journalist 
By Joseph McQueen 
Contributing Writer 

Stony Brook University's School 

of Journalism announced on Oct. 15 

that it is establishing a new professor­

ship honoring pioneering business 

journalist Marshall Loeb. 

The Marshall R. Loeb Visiting 

Professorship in Digital News and 

Audience Engagement was created af­

ter Loeb's son and daughter, Michael 

and Margaret Loeb, gave funding to 

the School of Journalism to honor 

their father's legacy. The professorship 

will be awarded to a person who has 

worked in journalism and can engage 

students and faculty in the practice of 

digital journalism. 

"They'll have access to someone 

who will be at the forefront of what's 

happening now in digital innovation 

and audience engagement. No one 

on our faculty is actively engaged in 

those efforts in a newsroom setting. 

This person can come from either 

academia or a newsroom," Associate 

Professor Barbara Selvin said. 

Loeb spent his career as a busi­

ness journalist working for Time 

Magazine as a writer, later becoming 

managing editor of both Fortune and 

Money magazines. 

"He was one of the most influ­

ential magazine editors of the 20th 

century. What made him very spe­

cial was his foresight and under­

standing that journalists covering 

business needed to focus on the 

average person, not just an audi­

ence filled with people running 
businesses," Founding Dean of 

the School of Journalism, Howard 

Schneider, said. 

Loeb's son visited the School of 

Journalism and was very impressed 

with the students and their work eth­

ic. Loeb believed that many of them 

— first generation college students 

or paying their way through college 

— embodied the spirit of his father, 

who himself had to work his way up 

in life. 

"We developed a relationship 

with Marshall Loeb's son, Michael 

Loeb," Schneider said. "He runs 

Loeb Enterprises in New York City 

and he's a very successful entrepre­

neur and he knew a member of our 

advisory board for our journalism 

school, Mike Dukmejian, and he 

introduced me to Michael Loeb. 

When Marshall Loeb died, we sug­

gested that a great way to honor 

Marshall Loeb would be to create a 

visiting professorship at our School 

of Journalism." 

Loeb is the founder and CEO of 

Loeb Enterprises, a start-up investor 

and operator of consumer market­

ing businesses. The company helps 

businesses that are centered on digital 

innovation and do almost all of their 

business online. He helped start web­

sites like priceline.com and scriptre-

lief.com, a website that helps people 

get discounts on prescription drugs. 

The School of Journalism's search 

is now underway to find top can­

didates from across the United 

States for the new professorship. 

In addition to teaching, the pro­

fessor will deliver annual lectures 

that are open to the public and will 

act as a bridge between the School 

of Journalism and the news indus­

try to help students stay ahead of 

emerging trends. 

A headshot of business journalist Marshall Loeb. The School of Journalism 
announced the professorship for digital journalism honoring Loeb on Oct. 15. 

"The department checks ev­

ery step of the way to make sure 

that we're conducting a fair and 

open search and that we're treat­

ing all candidates equally. We do 

want to diversify our faculty not 

just in the School of Journalism, 
but throughout the university," 

Selvin said. 

This new professorship and sub­

sequent new courses offered in the 

journalism program will begin in the 

Fall 2019 semester. 

"I think it's a great thing that the 

school is honoring such a promi­

nent person in the field of jour­

nalism and all of the significant 

things he has done in the industry," 

freshman journalism major Lilly 

Parnell said. 

Schneider said that the new 

professorship will enrich the cur­

riculum in the School of Jour­

nalism by adding new courses 

on how to use digital technology 
in journalism. 

"The real value of this new 

professorship is that we will have 

someone who will be on the cut­

ting edge of digital technology and 

innovation," Schneider said. 
Michael Loeb could not be 

reached for comment. 
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GRADUATION IS COMING. 
GOT CLIPS? 

Catch Up or 
Speed Up @ 
SUNY CCC 

1 

Winter Classes at 
lUNY Corning Community College 

There are at least 7 great reasons to 
take a class at SUNY CCC this winter. 

Choose from online or on-site. 

Shorten your time (and cost) to graduation. 

Earn enough credits to keep your scholarships. 

Really focus ... take just one course at a time. 

Good habits are hard to form & easy to break. Keep studying! 

Rack up credits for a minor. 

Nail down that elusive course. 

Enrolling is easy. 
http://bit.ly/CCC-winter19 

Questions? 

607.962.9151 • admissions@corning-cc.edu 

Earn 3 Credits in 3 Weeks! 
• Reduce your Spring course load 

• Complete a required course 

• Credits transfer back to your own school 

December 26 to January 16 
Low $170/Credit in-State Tuition 

ONLINE CLASSES IN: 
Abnormal Psychology General Psychology 

Ancient Rome: Republic & Empire Information Literacy 

Business Law I Intermediate Spanish I 

Business Law II Intro-Exercise Science 

Computer Applications in Business Life Span Development 

Earth's Atmosphere & Oceans Western Civilization I 

Elementary Spanish II 

Easy Online Registration 
www.sunyulster.edu/winternet 

Call 1-800-724-0833 x5075 Clllivl llQtPR* 
Email reginfo@sunyulster.edu vllN ¥ ̂ PlOlwl 

Start Here. Go Far. 
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...AND NOW FOR THE 

Our members receive better rates, lower fees, free mobile banking, free checking and 

low-rate credit cards 50 YOU CAN SPEND LESS AND SAVE MORE. 

Everyone can bank with TFCU! Join the over 320,000 that already do and experience the possibilities. 

Open a Savings Account for JllSt $1 

< 

* 

Enjoy 

Fee Free 
ATM Uslge 

at ALL ^ 
Stony Brook ATM 

ori Campus.' 

FREE Checking & Visa" Check Card 

FREE Online Banking/Bill Payer 

FREE Mobile Banking 

FREE Mobile Check Deposit 

Mobile Wallet Use Apple Pay®, Google Pay® and 

Samsung Pay® with your TFCU Visa debit & credit cards! 

Check your balances on your Apple® Smartwatch 

Thousands of Allpoint® surcharge-Free ATMs worldwide 

with access at Target®, Speedway®, Costco®, Walgreens®, CVS® and more! 

Fraud protection with CardValet® 

New Popmoney® Service - send money to other financial institutions or 

to friends & family outside TFCU right from your Online Banking! 

Earn more with our Debit Card Rewards Program 

New Solar Energy Loan Program 

The Credit Union For You 

631-698-7000 • www.TeachersFCU.org 
Everyone Can Bank With TFCU! 

30 Branches throughout Long Island, Queens and Manhattan 

Amityville | Bay Shore | Briarwood (Queens) | Central Islip | Center Moriches Now Open \ Commach | East Northport | Farmingville | Hauppauge | Holbrooh | Huntington 

Kings Park Now Open \ Manorvilie | Merrich | Nesconset | North Babylon | North Massapequa | Oahdale | Patchogue | Port Jefferson Station | Riverhead | Riverside (Manhattan) 

Rochy Point | Selden | Shirley | Smithtown | South Setauhet | Wading River | Woodside (Queens) 

Stony Brook & East Meadow Branches COMING SOON! 
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ARTS & CULTURE 
Marvel comic legend and New Yorker Stan Lee passes at 95 
By Emily Clute 
Contributing Writer 

Stan Lee, pop culture icon and 
leader of a superhero revolution, has 
died at the age of 95 on Nov. 12. 

Lee was immortalized for. his 
» 

part in the creation of Marvel 
comics, as well as his notorious 
cameos in the Marvel films. 

Born Stanley Martin Lieber 
on Dec. 28, 1922, Lee was raised 
by Romanian Jewish parents in 
New York City during the Great 
Depression. The struggle of the 
average man and the grittiness 
of New York helped to develop 
a clear style in his early comics 
and characters. Lee focused more 
on the idea of a flawed hero than 
a perfect one, which was rather 
revolutionary in his day. 

Lee started his work with 
the then named Timely Com­
ics in 1939 at the young age of 
16 — but it was not long before 
he began making history. Just a 
week into his work, he had al­
ready written a two-page Captain 
America comic. He would go on 
to write his first full comic script, 
the fifth Captain America issue, 
in 1941. 

Stan Lee, along with co-creators 
and artists, created iconic char­
acters from the Marvel universe: 
Iron Man, Black Widow, Doctor 
Strange, Juggernaut, the Hulk, 
Black Panther — but none of 
his characters symbolized Marvel 
Comics like Spider-Man. Lee's 
creation of humanized, relatable 
characters is what allowed Marvel 
Comics to surpass DC Comics in 
the 60s. 

Stan Lee has been credited with 
the creation of hundreds of char­
acters, alongside artist Jack Kirby 
and Steve Ditko. 

With his characters, Lee began 
to build an entire universe that 
would enrapture multiple gen­

erations of comic fans. From its 
early beginnings as Timely Com­
ics to its position as a cinematic 
giant, Stan Lee has helped mold 
Marvel Comics into the phenom­
ena it is today. Six out of ten of 
the top grossing superhero films 
belong to Marvel Comics, with 
"Black Panther" coming in first 
with $700,059,566. 

With these figures, it is easy 
to see that the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe will forever be a part of 
cinematic history. 

Those who have worked close­
ly with Stan Lee took to social 
media on Monday to share pho­
tos, memories and sweet words. 

Tom Holland, the most recent 
actor to portray Spider-Man, 
shared a sweet sentiment through 
Instagram, "How many millions 
of us are indebted to this guy, 
none more so than me. The fa­
ther of Marvel has made so many 
people so incredibly happy. What 
a life and what a thing to have 
achieved. Rest in peace Stan." 

Chris Evans, who plays Cap­
tain America, wrapped up how we 
all feel succinctly — "There will 
never be another Stan Lee. For 
decades he provided both young 
and old with adventure, escape, 
comfort, confidence, inspiration, 
strength, friendship and joy. He 
exuded love and kindness and 
will leave an indelible mark on so, 
so, so many lives. "Excelsior!!" 

As Lee is known for his cam­
eos in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, fans will be relieved 
to know that he had already re­
corded his cameo for the un­
named Avengers 4, a bittersweet 
sight. Due to increasing age and 
a busy schedule, Lee had taken to 
recording multiple cameos at a 
single time, giving fans the pos­
sibility for cameos to come after 
the icon's death. 

Stan Lee at the Phoenix Comic Con in Phoenix, Arizona in 2011. Lee 
was a writer, editor and publisher of Marvel Comics for several decades. 

"There will 
never be 
another Stan 
Lee. He eluded 
love and 
kindness." 

-Chris Evans 
Actor 

To many, Stan Lee was not just 
a creator of characters, he was the 
creator of a movement. He gave 
fans characters they could relate 
to and made heroism seem all the 
more attainable for the average 
man. In Lee's world, there was not 

just a single image of heroism; it 
was the average photographer for 
the local paper, the deaf master ar­
cher, the blind hero of Hell's Kitch­
en, the son of an African king. Stan 
Lee gave millions of fans heroes 
that they could see themselves re­
flected in. His characters made the 
powerless feel powerful and in­
spired so many who felt they had 
never been represented before in 
the world of heroes. 

In the comic world, Lee was 
known for breaking convention. In 
1971, he wove in an anti-drug mes­
sage into a Spider-Man comic, de­
spite disapproval from the Comics 
Code Authority. He created "Black 
Panther" in 1966 with co-creator 
Jack Kirby amidst the backdrop 
of the Civil Rights movement. In 
1968, he used his own column 
to speak out against racism, stat­

ing that, "Bigotry and racism are 
among the deadliest social ills 
plaguing the world today." 

Lee once summed up his feel­
ings on his life's work, explaining, 
"I used to be embarrassed because 
I was just a comic-book writer 
while other people were building 
bridges or going on to medical ca­
reers. And then I began to realize: 
entertainment is one of the most 
important things in people's lives. 
Without it, they might go off the 
deep end. I feel that if you're able 
to entertain people, you're doing a 
good thing." 

Stan Lee will not only be missed 
as the creator of a pop culture phe­
nomena — he will be missed as 
an amazing man and friend to all. 

May you rest in peace Stan "The 
Man" Lee and just as he always 
said, "Excelsior (ever upward)!" 

new album 'Experiment" 
Lauren Alaina, "Heaven" and 
most recently "Good As You," 
his newest single. 

"Experiment" is completely dif­
ferent from his self-titled album. 
This LP is mostly based on love 
but also speaks on the current 
state of the country. In "American 
Bad Dream" Brown describes a 
world where you cannot go any­
where without getting shot or 
stopped by the cops. Brown belts 
out "Wake me up from this Amer­
ican bad dream/ I'm becoming 
numb to all of this tragedy," seek­
ing a change for the country. On 
the album Brown speaks about the 
racism he faced while growing up 
multiracial in Georgia; his father 
is black and Cherokee and his 
mother is white. 

He leaves time for his band-
mates to shine on each song. The 
drums, guitars, bass, banjo and 
fiddle heard on the album get their 
own time to radiate away from 
Brown's vocals. Especially in "It 
Isn't You It's Me," the guitar takes 
over during the simple love ballad 
for a quick solo in the middle of 
the song to set the gentle mood. 

Brown has always been open 

about his relationship with his 
wife as he has portrayed his 
love for her in "What's Mine 
Is Yours" from his debut al­
bum. Even now, he continues 
to profess his love in the sin­
gles "Short Skirt Weather" and 
"Good As You," which garnered 
over five million views on You-
Tube. "Short Skirt Weather" 
has a groovy sound with a one 
of a kind ring to it. It is one 
of the more fun, let loose songs 
on "Experiment" that grows on 
you with the sound of the fid­
dle, piano and quick finish of 
the drums. 

With the signature use of 
the fiddle and smooth blend 
of vocals and instruments, 
Brown captures your atten­
tion through it all. There are 
tons of albums that I cannot 
get through completely but 
"Experiment" offers a variety 
of sounds that I do not get 
tired of. With a lack of en­
hancing digital features used 
in much of today's music, 
Brown's songs leave his vocals 
and supporting sounds to ful­
ly draw you in. 

Country singer Kane Brown drops 
By Evelin Mercedes 
Contributing Writer 

Kane Brown, one of the 
hottest country artists at the 
moment, according to Bill­
board, has quickly emerged 
with a loyal fan base and is 
now spreading a powerful 
message on equality and over­
coming personal challenges 
with his newest album, "Ex­
periment," released on Nov. 
11.  

The 25-year-old baritone 
is breaking the stereotypical 
country look, so much that's 
he's been told that he should 
be rocking cowboy hats and 
boots, but instead he has 
gained success with an edgier, 
swaggier look with many tat­
toos. 

His debut self-titled al­
bum, released in 2016, was 
celebrated throughout many 
number one hits and award 
nominations. The album was 
the most streamed country 
album of the year in 2018, 
earning Brown three Amer­
ican Music Awards nomina­
tions including Favorite Male 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Kane Brown's single "What Ifs." His self-titled debut 
album was 2018's most streamed country album. 

Artist, Country — Favorite music's best-selling new artist. 
Song and Country — Favorite He has had 21 songs peak at 
Album in October. Brown has number one on the Billboard 
continued to appear as country charts, including "What Ifs" feat. 
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Africana studies department commemorates memory of Amiri Baraka 
By Gaiy Ghayrat 
Assistant News Editor 

The Africana studies depart­

ment at Stony Brook University 

held a two-day symposium this 

week in honor of Amiri Baraka, 

a controversial poet, writer, ac­

tivist and previous Stony Brook 

University professor, for its 50th 

anniversary celebration. 

A poetry slam, film screening, 

panel of scholars and Baraka's son, 

Newark, New Jersey Mayor Ras 

Baraka, remembered and discussed 

the legacy of a political artist who 

drew both criticism and praise 

with his poignant personality 

and work. 

"I know there are people in the 

world who compartmentalize his 

development and his growth, and 

they relate to the part of it that ei­

ther makes them feel comfortable 

or justifies their narrative of him," 

Baraka said. "My father was an 

evolving person, always." 

Known for his poems about 

music, commentaries on society 

and activism during the black arts 

movements in the 60s and 70s, 

Baraka was also criticized and ac­

cused of being anti-Semitic over 

the poem "Somebody Blew Up 

America" that he wrote after the 

Sept. 11 attacks. 

The Africana studies de­

partment released a statement 

on its website saying, "We re­

ject all forms of rhetoric and 

speech that would seek to tar­

get particular identity groups 

or individuals, or which might 

decrease the sense of safety, secu-

Two comedians sell out show at Stand Up NY 
"We work together. We go on 

the road together and we get to do 

this thing that we both love and get 

to help each other along the way 

and give each other feedback." 

Although everyone in the room 

was laughing that night, Blaustein 

said it's not always like this, espe­

cially when you first start. 

"When you first start, most 

nights up stage are horrible and 

you have to persevere through all 

through all that darkness. It's re­

warding," Blaustein said. 

Blaustein went into comedy 

because the people around him 

told him he was funny. He was 

the class clown type. In 2009, 

when he moved to New York, 

he got on stage for the first time 

and loved it. He lives in Los 

Angeles now. 

Weingarten said he got into 

comedy because he was an out­

cast. He started doing come­

dy at 18 and was really bad at 

first, but kept going because he 

loves doing it. 

"We're working towards 

something. Not every night 

is like tonight. Nights like to­

night make it feel like it's all 

worth it," Weingarten said. 

"This all comes from just peo­

ple that follow me online. It's 

something really cool though 

— people engaging with me 

and my content. For them to 

all come together in real life 

and share a night of comedy, 

laughter and joy, despite what­

ever is going on in life, it's a 

pretty c66l thing." 

rity, or belonging for any in our 

shared community." 

Africana Studies Chair Tracey 

Walters said she received sever­

al emails from fellow professors 

voicing their concerns, which she 

replied to with statements in addi­

tion to reaching out to the Jewish 

community on campus to let them 

know of the event's intent. 

"We don't privilege one person's 

suffering over another," Walters 

said. "We're not discounting the 

hurt and the pain that various 

communities are going through 

right now by having Baraka's son 

here or by having a panel on Bara­

ka's works." 

She invited the attendees to 

start an open dialogue about the 

complexity of Baraka's artwork 

and political beliefs. 

"The best way to address our 

differences, the best way to ad­

dress our pasts, our history, how­

ever complex in nature, is to 

have a public discourse about it," 

she said. 

During a panel discussion tided 

"An Urgent Voice for Liberation in 

Times of Trouble: Celebrating the 

Legacy of Amiri Baraka," Dr. Ko-

mozi Woodard, a history professor at 

Sarah Lawrence College, said some of 

Baraka's political work might even be 

instructive today. 

"Baraka predicted Trump," Wood­

ard said. "Everybody thought what 

he was saying, move to the right that 

would produce white supremacy, 

could never happen here. Well, here 

we are." 
In 1972, Baraka helped organize 

and chair the National Black Political 

I 
Stony Brook 
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Newark Mayor Ras Baraka discussed the legacy of his father Amiri Baraka, 
a former Stony Brook University professor and black rights activist. 

Convention in Gary, Indiana. With 

the theme "unity without uniformi­

ty," the convention worked to unite 

blacks politically and to create a third 

political party. 

"A lot of times, one of the is­

sues that come up in the litera­

ture is this bashing of the Black 

Power movement as having killed 

the Civil Rights movement," As­

sistant Professor of Africana Stud­

ies, Dr. Zebulon Miletsky, said. 

"Those people haven't looked at 

the archives." 

"We owe the legacy of the 

founding of Africana studies, in so 

many ways, to this kind of work," 

Miletsky said. 

Amadi Agbomah, a junior Afri­

cana studies major and a poet, said 

she had studied Baraka's work be­

fore but the event taught her new 

things about Baraka and gave her 

the chance to take a look at the 

original copies of his work in the 

university archives. 

"What we have is a man 

fighting for causes that we all 

share as human being: human 

rights, freedom, independence, 

dignity and justice," Assistant 

Professor of Africana Studies, 

Dr. Shimelis Gulema, said. 

"That's something we should 

do in this world, at this time, in 

this particular moment, when 

ideas of freedom, ideas of social 

justice are under serious threat 

here and all over the world." 

"A luta continua," 

Gulema said. "It means, 'the 

struggle continues." 

'A CO E STATESMAN 

Michael Blaustein (left) and Daniel Weingarten (right) after their performance 
at Stand Up NY on Nov. 16. The Los Angeles-based comedians sold out the venue. 

By Anna Correa 
Arts and Culture Editor 

Stand-up comedians Dan­

iel Weingarten and Michael 

Blaustein sold out their perfor­

mance at Stand Up NY, a come­

dy club in New York City's Upper 

West Side, on Friday, Nov. 16. 

Opened in 1986, Stand Up 

NY is one of New York City's 

premier comedy clubs, with 

different acts every night of the 

week. Stars of tomorrow and fa-
1 htoifs1 t6rtitedfans df tdday hive 

performed at the club such as 

Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock, Jon 

Stewart and Jim Gaffigan, as well 

as producers from Comedy Cen­

tral, HBO, NBC and ABC. 

Weingarten has been perform­

ing stand-up comedy for eight 

years, doing about 1,500 shows, 

and is known for his jokes and 

social media videos about being 

a Mexican-Argentine Jew who 

doesn't exactly fit the stereotype 

of what a Latin American looks 

like"— he has blonde hair and blue 

eyes. Often times, people question 

the authenticity of his background. 

"I always find myself having 

to prove I'm Latino, not only 

to white people but to Latinos, 

too," Weingarten said. "I'll meet 

with a Mexican dude and I'll say 

'I'm Mexicano' and he'll say 'No 

mames guey'(don't pull my leg). 

Canelo si, y tu no (Canelo yes, 

but not you).' And he's a ginger. 

I feel that's farther away." 

Friends for three years, both 

Wdingirten lind Blaustein are 

on separate tours but decided to 

meet in New York to do a show 

together. Blaustein has been on 

about half of Weingarten's re­

cent tour dates. Weingarten was 

the headliner for the night and 

charmed the audience with hu­

mor that appealed to both His­

panic and Jewish audiences. 

Blaustein, an internationally tour­

ing comedian, opened the show. 

He's been doing comedy for nine 

years and has done over 2,000 shows 

around the world. He's performed 

at the Comedy Central on Campus 

Tour, The College Humor Tour, The 

Oddball Comedy Fest and The New 

York Comedy Festival. He was also 

a cast member of the final season 

of MTV's Punk'd and developed a 

Snapchat series for Comedy Central. 

Blaustein's performance was ener­

getic and silly. He uses exaggerated 

movements, noises, different pitched 

voices, loud and hilarious yet shock­

ing adult humor and interactions 

with the audience to make every­

one laugh. Both comedians use life 

stories, interactions with family and 

friends and their identity for their 

content, mixing into their stories 

self-deprecating but relatable humor. 

"I'm just not built to get into a 

fight. God did not make me like 

that. Look at these hands. These 

are adorable hands. These are not 

for fighting. These are for catch­

ing butterflies," Blaustein said. 

Weingarten and Blaustein are 

best friends that do comedy to­

gether. Blaustein said they sup­

port each emotionally, artistical­

ly 'ahd with relationships. 
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RESILIENT MBB 
JUMPS INTO SEASON 

By Chris Parkinson 
Confidence has been running through Stony Brook Men's Basket- omore guard Jordan McKenzie, who dished out 64 assists last 

season. This year, Cornish has picked up right where he left off 
with 11 assists in two games. He has settled in as the team's top 

ball heading into the upcoming 2018-19 season. 

This time however, things are just a bit different. 

The Seawolves ended last season with a 71-50 loss to No.1-ranked 
Vermont in the semifinals of the America East playoffs. The defeat does 
not seem to be a lingering thought, as the Seawolves kick-started the 
season with a 2-0 record for the first time since 2013. The wins come 
against two power conference teams: the South Carolina Gamecocks, 
who were previously in the NCAA Tournament's Final Four in 2017, 
and the George Washington Colonials, the winners of the National In­
vitational Tournament championship the same year. 

Records have already been set early in the season. The 22-0 come­
back against the Colonials was the biggest in the program's history. 
The victory against the Gamecocks is the first Seawolves Basketball 
program win over a Southeastern Conference opponent. The two vic­
tories have gotten the team national attention, from highlights on ES­
PN's SportsCenter to tweets from college basketball analysts across 
the nation. 

"I think the resiliency of our group, having so many new guys, 10 
freshmen and sophomores [combined], six being new guys, you don't 
know what to expect in the heat of the moment," head coach Jeff Boals 
said. "But our guys fought hard. I was really proud of the way our guys 
responded to being down 22-0." 

The six newest additions to the Seawolves include freshman guards 
Miles Latimer and Jules Moor. 

On his first night in a college basketball contest, Latimer shocked 
the crowd with a 15-point, four-rebound performance in his 34 min­
utes on the court. Ten of the points came in the second half of action, 
where the Seawolves led a comeback by outscoring the Colonials 39-
29. Through the first two games, the freshman is second on the team 
in 3-pointers made and third in scoring and minutes with 26 and 67, 
respectively. 

"Our guys trust him," Boals said. "They have a lot of faith in him and 
for him to come in here and do what he has done so far is impressive." 

Moor scored five points and grabbed four rebounds in the match­
up against George Washington. He added a point and three more re­
bounds in the victory over South Carolina as well. Being the tallest 
guard on the roster at 6-feet-5-inches, Moor ranks fourth in rebounding 
on the team and is tied for second among his position with Latimer at 
17. 

Seven players return for the Seawolves this year, including senior 
guard Jaron Cornish, sophomore forward Elijah Olaniyi and redshirt-ju-
nior forward Akwasi Yeboah. The three were major components of the 
team's offense last season. Yeboah led the team in scoring with 489 
points, nearly doubling former guard UC Iroegbu's second-best total of 
260 points. He finished the year with 912 minutes of total playing time 
while being selected to the America East All-Second Team. Yeboah is 
currently the team's leading scorer through the first two matchups with 
36. In his 24-point performance against South Carolina, he was able to 
tip in a game-saving shot with 5.9 seconds left in regulation to extend 
the game to overtime. 

Cornish led last year's team in assists with 77 and finished 
fourth in scoring with 232 points. He shared minutes with soph-

floor general once again. 

Now considered one of the leaders of this team, Olaniyi sees signs 
of a good season for his team. 

"I give a lot of credit to Jaron 
[Cornish], Elijah [Olaniyi], 
Akwasi [Yeboah], Andrew 

Garcia and a lot of those guys 
for implementing the work 
ethic and culture here. j j j j  

-Jeff Boals 
Head Coach 

"Everybody really believes in what coach [Boals] is saying," Olaniyi 
said. "We have shown humility and everyone has been buying in." 

The reigning America East Rookie of the Year averaged 14 points 
per game last season with 249 total points in 713 minutes played. Ola­
niyi led the Seawolves in field-goal percentage with 55 percent. He 
was selected to the America East All-Rookie Team at the end of the 
season. 

Olaniyi has 34 total points through the first two games and is tied for 
first on the team alongside Yeboah in rebounds with 19. He has also 
seen the most time on the court with 74 minutes played. 

Redshirt-sophomore forward Andrew Garcia makes his long await­
ed return to the court this season. Having dealt with knee injuries the 
past two seasons, Garcia's initial impact was felt, as he shot 56 per­
cent from the field in his 14-point, four-rebound performance against 
George Washington. His last time on a court was in February of last 
season, where he played three minutes against Hartford. 

Boals has given props to his veteran players for unifying the team 
and helping the newcomers to adjust in an expedited fashion. 

"I told our guys whatever you do, whatever you say and how you act 
sets the tone for the guys coming in," Boals said. "I give a lot of credit to 
Jaron [Cornish], Elijah [Olaniyi], Akwasi [Yeboah], Andrew Garcia and 
a lot of those guys for implementing the work ethic and culture here." 

Overall, the Seawolves are in a position to reach greater heights 
than some may have expected. The team was selected fourth — 
along with rival Albany — in the America East Preseason Poll. Yet, 
following the two power conference victories, many can make an 
argument that this team has the makings of a top contender in 
the conference. 

Roster 
® Jaron Cornish 

Senior Guard 5'11" 

^ Jules Moor 
' Freshman Guard 6'5" 

2 Miles Latimer 
J Freshman Guard 6'3" V Freshman Guard 6'3" 

2 \ Elijah Olaniyi 
Sophomore Forward 6'5" 

4 j Jeff Otchere 
Sophomore Center 6'H" 

5 ; Corry Long 
Sophomore Guard 6'2" 

©Jordan McKenzie 
Sophomore Guard 6'1" 

0 Hassan Ceesay 
Freshman Guard 6'4" 

©Makale Foreman 
Junior Guard 6'11" 

©Akwasi Yeboah 
Redshirt Junior Guard 6'6" 

Alex Christie 
(21) 

@ Andrew Garcia 
Redshirt Sophomore Forward 6'5" 

( 3 5 )  A n t h o n y  O c h e f u  
Sophomore Forward 6'8" 

®Nick Aubry 
Freshman Forward 67" 

Freshman Center 7'0" 



OLANIYI EMBRACES 
LEADERSHIP ROLE 

% 

By Kenneth Fermin 
Sophomore forward Elijah Olaniyi has already 

proven himself as a floor general in his short Stony 
Brook Men's Basketball career. Olaniyi stood out in 
his freshman season, finishing with 249 points in 
713 minutes and eventually won the America East 
Conference Rookie of the Year. While he has ex­
celled on the floor recently, Olaniyi has not always 
exerted himself. 

Olaniyi struggled as a high school freshman to 
fit in at his charter school. There was no basketball 
team and he often ended up getting in trouble in 
class. His parents reached out to Bryant Garvin, the 
dean of restorative practices at Newark East Side 
High School in Newark, New Jersey, inquiring about 
transferring their son. 

"His parents would say Elijah's experience would 
be better in public school," Garvin said. "The charter 
school was extremely strict. They would give him 
detention just for looking the wrong way and [they 
enforced] ridiculous life skills that would never hap­
pen in the real world." 

Elijah transferred to Newark East Side the follow­
ing semester and joined the basketball team co-led 
by Garvin and coach Anthony Tavares. He picked 
up the game quickly, earning the reputation of being 
a fearless player who put his body in the line of fire 
to earn rebounds and score. 

"The one thing that separated him was that he 
was a tremendous hard worker," Tavares said. "He 
was not afraid of doing the things needed to get on 
the court as a sophomore, which was getting re­
bounds and scoring. As the years went along, he 
started to improve his skill set, he started to improve 
his jump shot and his ball handling, which allowed 
him to get [accepted to] Stony Brook University." 

The Red Raiders turned to Olaniyi to lead at both 
ends as he recorded 928 points and grabbed 588 
rebounds in 87 games during his tenure. He played 
an influential role in contributing to the team's two 
county championships in 2014 and 2017 and a state 
title in 2015. 

"He was a floor leader," Garvin said. "He learned 
from the upperclassmen while he was there and be­
came more of a general leader [both on and off the 
court], I have nothing but a lot of respect for him — 
the sky's the limit." 

Olaniyi entered Stony Brook with a championship 
background but quickly learned the difference be­
tween the high school and college victory mentality. 

"Winning in high school is a lot different than 
winning in college," Olaniyi said. "Some teams you 
knew you were going to win by 20 and just handle 
your business. In college you can literally lose to 
anybody on any given night. Trying to build a cham­
pionship culture here is the same principles [as 
Newark] of buying in and believing in your coach." 

Olaniyi smoothly transitioned to the collegiate 
basketball level early last season, most notably 
against the No. 2-ranked Michigan State Spartans. 
He was a key performer coming off the bench and 
led the team with 12 points along with a steal to 

keep the score close in the first half. Olaniyi led 
the Seawolves with 16 points and four rebounds in 
what would be a losing effort to the Spartans, but 
impressed both coaches and his teammates. 

"I think after his performance at [Michigan State 
University] last season we no longer looked at him 
as a rookie," former teammate Tyrell Sturdivant 
said. "We looked at him as someone who could help 
us right away with his energy and effort. He brought 
that every night in so many ways last year and he 
overcame challenges and earned our trust." 

One of Olaniyi's strengths is his enduring abili­
ty to get open and knock down shots around the 
court. The forward's swiftness in evading defenders 
resulted in him shooting 45.5 percent from the field 
last year. He won four America East Rookie of the 
Week awards before ultimately being named the 
conference Rookie of the Year. While humbled by 
the accolades, the sophomore has remained deter­
mined to reach his utmost potential for the team's 
benefits. 

"I try not to look at [the] accolades," Olaniyi said. 
"If I can lead the team and get us to the champion­
ship, the accolades will come after." 

That championship drive only motivated Olaniyi 
to progress faster over the offseason. He improved 
on shooting and gained muscle to become a more 
imposing figure defensively on the hardwood. 

"Elijah has gained 20 pounds of muscle since last 
year," head coach Jeff Boals said. "He is a different 
player physically, which gives him confidence. He 
really worked hard on his shot and defensively he 
was phenomenal last year." 

The hard work has already paid off, as shown in 
the 2018-19 season opener against George Wash­
ington. His 15-point second half woke up a sluggish 
Seawolves team that began the contest down 22-0 
in the first. Olaniyi knocked down two clutch free 
throws with 0.5 seconds left to bring the score to 63-
61 before redshirt-junior guard/forward Akwasi Ye-
boah tied the game at the end of regulation. Stony 
Brook went on to pick up the upset victory, 77-74. 

"Going into the half, I told the team 'let's cut this to 
five,'" Olaniyi said. "I knew it was far fetched but we 
cut it gradually, but then we cut it to five and I said 
'let's cut this to two.' A part of that was everybody 
just listening and buying in." 

Olaniyi exemplifies the traits needed to lead the 
growing team to a championship, something that 
the coaches from his novice years have preached. 

"Corral everyone and put everyone on your shoul­
ders like [Michael] Jordan would and your biggest 
accomplishment will be winning the Tournament," 
Garvin said. 

Olaniyi's transition into leadership comes at a 
time when the Seawolves are rebuilding their line­
up with a focus on younger players. Ten freshmen 
and sophomores make up the majority of the team, 
but their ability to buy into the system exudes confi­
dence in a successful season. 
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GARCIA RETURNS AFTER 
LONG 
REHAB 

By Gregory Zarb 

Redshirt-sophomore forward An­
drew Garcia has been a part of the 
men's basketball team for all the 
highs, all the lows, all the practices, 
road trips and games — solidifying 
his role as a leader on the team. 

Even if that means he hasn't seen 
any game action for nearly two years. 

"I've never had a major injury in 
my life," Garcia said. "Coming from 
playing basketball in high school and 
playing basketball everyday during 
the summer, you have an expectation 
to contribute to your team everyday. 
But the only way to contribute is to 
be on the sidelines and take care of 
the guys." 

Garcia has been fully cleared to 
play this season for the first time in 
his Stony Brook career, after sitting 
out the last two years due to surger­
ies to fix micro fractures in his right 
knee. While his return to the court has 
already been hectic, he couldn't be 
more thankful and excited to contrib­
ute this upcoming season. 

'The coaching staff trusts me and 
they believe in my knee," Garcia 
said. 'They know I'm a hard worker 
and that I want to play and be on the 
court, but they've put that trust in me, 
whenever I have a good day or take 
that day to rest a little bit. Having the 
whole summer and preseason to get 
my timing down has been great too." 

Garcia's injury history started back 
in high school, when he was a senior 
at The Master's School in Connecti­
cut. Recovering from his knee surgery 
cost Garcia his entire senior year. Yet, 

he was still recruited, and eventually 
signed, to the Seawolves. 

However, the recovery process 
was another difficult challenge. He 
re-injured the same knee during the 
recovery process and had to get 
the same surgery again, causing 
him to miss even more time than 
initially expected. 

While he has successfully recov­
ered, Garcia is still adjusting to play­
ing on a surgically repaired knee. 

"One of the hard things is knowing 
when I'm actually hurt and knowing 
when I'm full-go," Garcia said. "It's 
still a little swollen, but keeping that 
toughness to work out and rehab is 
important, because if I miss one day, 
my knee can blow up and that could 
cost me two weeks." 

Facing the hardship of rehab yet 
again, Garcia searched for advice 
facing the hardship of rehab yet 
again, finding solace from a confident 
Stony Brook Men's Basketball head 
coach Jeff Boals. 

"I couldn't be happier for him," 
Boals said about Garcia's progress. 
"He basically sat out two years essen­
tially without practicing. It wasn't fair to 
him last year, coming back in January. 
But he had a whole spring, summer 
and fall to work, shoot, get strong 
and confident." 

Garcia battered down the hatches 
and got back to work with full support 
from his coach. The sophomore's 
schedule included daily lifting, run­
ning and shooting. All throughout the 

summer, he was constantly in the 
gym doing his absolute best to get 
back to full health. 

Right before training camp started, 
he finally got the all-clear to partici­
pate in all basketball activities. 

"I just want to feel comfortable and 
have no worries out there," Garcia 
said. "I don't care about the minutes, 
I don't care about starting or anything 
like that. I care about winning. That's 
always been my focus, so when I'm 
on the court, that's my main goal, 
to win." 

While he has played more than 20 
minutes in every game this season, 
Garcia is aware that being out of the 
game for nearly two years most likely 
means that he's not going to perform 
at the level you did before an injury 
like his occurs. 

The forward year and has been 
shooting exactly 50 percent from the 
field through his first four games. De­
spite those positive signs, Garcia has 
only averaged just above nine points 
per game. Still, Garcia is resilient. The 
forward knows that this team can be 
special and is excited for continuing to 
improve in practice and contribute to 
a team that is firing on all cylinders. 

"Everybody is a threat on this 
team," Garcia said. "We've never 
had a full team that knows who the 
shooters are, who know their role, 
who don't ball hog — there's no ener­
gy vampires. Collectively, as a team, 
everybody knows what we want and 
everyone is for it. No one looks at the 
stats, they all look for the win." 

LATIM ER'SOFFENISVE STRIDE 
mi 

EARLY 

Since the first time he stepped 
on the floor as a member of Stony 
Brook Men's Basketball, freshman 
guard Miles Latimer's presence has 
been felt. 

The freshman is currently the 
third-leading scorer on the team with 
26 points through his first two games 
as a Seawolf, both against power 
conference teams in George Wash­
ington and South Carolina. Latimer 
scored 15 points against George 
Washington in his debut. The team 
headed into the locker room at half-
time down 34-24. Latimer proceeded 
to score 10 of the team's 39 points in 
the second half to close the George 
Washington lead to 8. 

"It means a lot to finally been 
here," Latimer said. "[Stony Brook] 
has recruited me hard since the 
summer going into junior year. They 
didn't sugarcoat anything, they told 
me what it's going to be like going in 
and what I'm expected to do. Now to 
finally be here, I feel like I can build 
up from where I was." 

Head coach Jeff Boals believes 
this newcomer has the potential 
to bring something very special to 
Stony Brook. 

"I think Miles [Latimer] is 
scratching the surface," Boals 
said. "He is going to have a phe­
nomenal career here at Stony 
Brook. For him to come in from 

day one and do what he has done 
is very impressive." 

Latimer comes from Paul VI, a 
high school in Fairfax, Virginia. He 
was coached by Glenn Farello, who 
is currently in his 12th season as 
head coach of the Paul VI varsity 
basketball team. Latimer was sur­
rounded by an abundance of talent 
throughout his basketball career. 
Brandon Slater, who is in the same 
class as Latimer, was ranked the 
third-best high school player in Vir­
ginia, according to ESPN 100. The 
6-foot-5-inch small forward current­
ly is apart of the Villanova Wildcats 
basketball team. 

Latimer was apart of the Paul VI 
squad that ranked second in Virgin­
ia. The team finished the season off 
with a 33-4 overall record as well as 
a perfect 18-0 record in regional play. 

"He is a great teammate," Glenn 
Farello, head coach of Latimer's 
high school team, said. "He knows 
he is apart of something bigger 
than himself and he just wants to 
contribute. He is a hardworking, 
coachable player." 

The experience of playing around 
high-level competition helped shape 
Latimer into the player he is. Boals 
believes the level of competition the 
freshman faced in his high school 
career gave him a head start at the 
Division I level. 

"I told him after our first practice 
he should call his high school coach 
and thank him," Boals said. "[Miles] 
comes from a phenomenal high 
school down in Fairfax, Paul VI, 
had a great coach in Glenn Farel­
lo who taught him great defensive 
principles. He was way ahead of 
the curve as soon as he got here." 

Farello sees Latimer as someone 
who never folded under pressure. 

"On the court he plays with a fast 
motor," Farello said. "He was always 
a great shooter for us and made 
plays. [Miles] is a winner and played 
with and against a lot of high level 
players. Those things he did against 
G.W. and South Carolina he has 
done that for us plenty of times." 

Since joining the Seawolves, La­
timer has progressed from his posi­
tion as a role player and grown as an 
attacker thanks to his coaches. 

"Miles has always been sort of 
a role player in high school," Boals 
said. "He played with high level 
players in high school and on AAU. 
When he came here we told him 
'Hey, you have to change your men­
tality. We need you to go out there 
and score and be aggressive.' 

Latimer's next trip home will 
be on Tuesday, Nov. 27. as the 
team faces Norfolk State at 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

By Chris 
Parkinson 



NATIONAL TEAM BUILDS 
PA GA N'S 

SKILLSET 
Sophomore forward India Pa­

gan has taken a leap forward 
in the beginning of her sec­
ond season as a Seawolf. The 
6-foot-1-inch player, who start­
ed half of the team's games 
last year, averaged just under 
18 minutes a game and scored 
5.9 per game as she got her 
first taste of college basketball. 

Pagan is now taking full con­
trol of her spot in the lineup. 
She has played in 61 minutes 
and scored 32 points, through 
the team's first three games, a 
significant improvement show­
ing that she is capable of play­
ing consistently among the 
other starters. Her time spent 
in Puerto Rico over the sum­
mer has played a huge factor in 
her progression, according to 
the forward. 

"I played at U-18 and U-20, 
but last year I made the actu­
al national team," Pagan said. 
"Just being able to play with the 
adults, 30-year-olds, they have 
experience. They taught me an 
unbelievable amount of new 
things. Then playing in Colom­
bia, playing against older play­
ers, experienced players, that 
just helped me develop more 
as a player." 

One part of Pagan's im­
proved game is her efficiency 
with her shots after shooting 
a .55 percent clip last season. 
Pagan is shooting 58 percent 
from the field in the first three 
games, the third most efficient 

on the team. She has also 
shown an ability to earn more 
free throws, averaging three in 
the early goings, up from the 
1.3 she averaged last year. Ac­
cording to Pagan, it all comes 
down to confidence. 

"Making the national team 
boosted my confidence," Pa­
gan said. "I'm taking more 
shots, more confident in my 
shot. Confidence in my team­
mates, just trusting them." 

That change has also caught 
the attention of head coach 
Caroline McCombs. 

"With India [Pagan], just hav­
ing an opportunity to play with 
her Puerto Rican national team 
this summer, she really grew 
as a person," McCombs said. 
"She's such a dominant scor­
er, but she's such an unselfish 
person that she'd rather pass 
the ball than score the ball." 

Pagan agreed with Mc­
Combs' assessment of her 
play. 

"That's honestly always been 
my game," Pagan said. "Ever 
since middle school, I always 
looked to pass first. Coach al­
ways says I have good hands, 
good passes, it's just part of my 
game." 

The Seawolves will need a 
rising player like Pagan to step 
up at the forward position. Se­
nior forward Cheyenne Clark 

is out indefinitely, removing 
the only forward on the roster 
that started every game for the 
Seawolves last season. Pa­
gan is tied for the second most 
starts with sophomore forward 
McKenzie Bushee, but Bushee 
has only played 23 minutes 
this season. 

"We want to defend, rebound, 
run and play together," Mc­
Combs said. "And so whoever 
that is, I think that's something 
that we're still trying to put to­
gether at this early stage in the 
game. We have some players 
that have been on the team but 
haven't played as much in the 
past so they're still figuring that 
out, as I am too." 

Pagan explained McCombs' 
point further, emphasizing the 
trust and repertoire that she 
has developed for her team­
mates throughout the year. 

"Many teams lost a bit of their 
post," Pagan said. "And this 
year we have two more posts 
that were injured last year, so 
now they're back and healthier, f 
Now we have a four post rota-
tion, so that's going to be good 
on our part. Just keep rotating 
posts, nobody's going to be 
able to beat our post." 

With the experience she's 
gained over the summer with the 
national team, Pagan is ready to 
prove she can lead her team to 
a championship based off an ex­
perience that will last forever. 

By Ryan Pavich 
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The Stony Brook women's 
basketball team may see a 
change in strategy on the offen­
sive end of the court this season. 

Led by senior guards Shania 
Johnson and Jerell Matthews, 
the 2017-18 Seawolves finished 
fourth in the America East with 
a record of 10-6 in conference 
play. Johnson and Matthews 
shined offensively by averaging 
16 and 13.9 points per game 
respectively. It was especially 
impressive for Johnson, who 
is the shortest player in the 
conference, standing at 5' 1". 
Though the duo dominated of­
fensively last season, the team's 
scoring workload may be shift­
ed to its taller players for their 
upcoming season. 

"We have a four post rota­
tion," sophomore forward India 
Pagan said. "By just rotating our 
posts nobody is gonna be able to 
beat it." 

In the team's first two games, 
Pagan has contributed to the 
team's offensive rhythm at a 
more constant pace. The forward 
has put up nine and 10 points 
in Stony Brook's two games 
thus far, a big improvement on 
her 5.9 points per game during 
last season. 

Pagan spent the summer with 
the Puerto Rican national bas­
ketball team, something that 
has not only been an honor for 
her, but has also helped improve 
her game. After playing for the 
nation's U-18 and U-20 teams, 
a spot in the full squad was cer­
tainly a special achievement. 

It has been three years since 
the team's top two in scoring 
were forwards, with Brittany 
Snow and Ogechi Anyagaligbo 
claiming the spots during the 
2015-16 season. 

Since then, Snow graduated 
from Stony Brook and Anyag­
aligbo transferred to the Univer­
sity of Kentucky, shifting the of­
fensive production to come from 
the team's veteran guards. 

Following the graduation of 
guard Aaliyah Worley in 2018, 
there is some competition to fill 
the hole she left in the starting 
lineup. Junior center Oksana 
Gouchie-Provencher stands 
out as a candidate to get start­
ing time this upcoming season, 
already seeing her time on the 
court increase in the team's 
games against Hofstra and Man­
hattan. 

Gouchie-Provencher has av­
eraged 19 minutes in the first 

three games, recording eight 
points in the 79-48 victory over 
Manhattan on Saturday, Nov. 17. 

Since being redshirted in 
the 2016-17 season, Gouch-
ie-Provencher went on to make 
25 appearances during the 
2017-18 season. The 6'4" center 
has not been afraid to shoot the 
ball from outside the paint, even 
beyond the 3-point line. 

"I have always said my team­
mate is my strongest competi­
tion, that's where I get better in 
practice," Gouchie-Provencher 
said. "Hopefully I am able to sup­
ply the rebound and the shoot­
ing I have worked on over the 
offseason and play that in the 
game." 

Although the team's starting 
lineup is still to be determined, 
the style of play Stony Brook will 
run seems to be set in stone. 
With the roster filled with many 
tall, physical playing forwards, 
McCombs intends to utilize 
their abilities to help her team 
win games. 

"We want to defend, rebound, 
run and play together," Mc­
Combs said. "Whoever that is, 
is something we're trying to put 
together in this early stage in 
the game." 



"SHORTY" JOHNSON 
HAS ALL THE ANSWERS 

By Charles Hamma 
A quick gaze over the Stony Brook women's bas­

ketball roster would show that most of the players 
range from 57" to 6'1" in height, giving them a 
greater chance of getting to where they want to on 
the court, at any given moment. 

However, there is one player on the roster who 
is the exception to the rule. She's a mere 5'1", but 
approaches the game with a high level of grit and 
determination that makes oneyou can sometimes 
forget about her short stature. That player is senior 
guard Shania Johnson —, or as she's affectionately 
known by her teammates and coaches —, "Shorty." 
Johnson believes that her height helps her more 
than others mayare led to believe. 

"I would say that I am at an advantage because 
people underestimate me," Johnson said. "I like 
when people underestimate me because I can come 
out there and show them what I'm really about." 

"We work so well be­
cause we are really 
close off the court. It's 
not just about what 
happens on the court 
because off the court, 
we are really close 
friends. We work hard 
together and we want 
to win." 

-Shania Johnson 
Senior Guard 

Johnson's desire to show people what she was 
all about started at a young age while growing up 
in Frederick, Maryland. She grew up watching her 
favorite player, former NBA point guard and Hall of 
Famer Allen Iverson, carve up defenses despite 
only being 6'0", something she wanted to do, too. 
Yet it was her older brother who helped instill the 
undying love for the game of basketball that she 
has now. 

"What got me into playing basketball growing up was my 
older brother," Johnson said. "He got to start playing a year 
before me and I was jealous. I wanted to play but I couldn't 
play because I was too young. When I got to the age where 
I could play in elementary school, that's when it started 
to develop." 

Johnson first made her presence felt playing bas­
ketball at Tuscarora High School. She experienced 
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great success during her tenure there, finishing 
as a 1,000 point scorer and winning the Frederick 
News-Post Player of the Year in 2013. 

After graduating from Tuscarora, Johnson then 
took her talents to Monroe College in New Rochelle, 
NY and again found success, though it didn't hap­
pen right away. A torn ACL injury in her right knee 
sidelined her for the entire 2015 season. She came 
back with a vengeance as a redshirt sophomore for 
the Mustangs in 2016, averaging 21.3 points per 
game along with five assists per game. Her num­
bers resulted in her receiving both the Region XV 
Player of the Year and an Ail-American Honorable 
Mention by the NJCAA. Johnson said that the atmo­
sphere at Monroe was much different compared to 
now at Stony Brook. 

"It was a different atmosphere over [at Mon­
roe]" she said. "It was much easier playing play­
ing against other kids. When I transferred over [to 
Stony Brook], it felt like home. It felt more comfort­
able here because I felt like I could play in a bigger 
atmosphere and get people to notice me." 

People certainly noticed Johnson in her first sea­
son last year for the Seawolves last year. She start­
ed all 30 games, averaging 16.0 points, 5.6 assists, 
and 4.2 rebounds per game. She also knocked 
down 95 three-point shots, a new single-season 
program record. 

Those numbers led to Johnson being named to 
the America East All-First Team and the MBWA All-
Met Third Team. As Johnson's gets her second 
season at Stony Brook gets underway, head coach 
Caroline McCombs can't help but admire how far 
"Shorty" has come. 

"There has been so much growth from 'Shorty' 
from year one to year two," McCombs said. "It's kind 
of like what you see from a freshman to a sopho­
more. She's very hard to guard." 

One of the biggest things that has been most 
noticeable things during Johnson's time at Stony 
Brook is the chemistry that she shares with senior 
guard Jerell Matthews. The galvanizing guard duo 
has shown to work well together on the court and 
it's something that Johnson chalks up to their rela­
tionship off the floor. 

"We work so well because we are really close off 
the court," Johnson said. "It's not just about what 
happens on the court because off the court, we are 
really close friends. We work hard together and we 
want to win." 

In two games so far in her second season at 
Stony Brook, Johnson is averaging 14.5 points 
and 7.5 assists per game. With "Shorty" being a 
senior now, she will be looked at as a leader for 
the team — , something that she embraces and is 
thankful for. 

"It's kind of nerve racking but really exciting at the 
same time because you got younger people look­
ing at you," she said. "So I think it's an accomplish­
ment to go from where I came from to be where I'm 
at today." 
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP 
BOOSTS WBB SEASON 

By Kenneth Fermin 
The Stony Brook women's basket­

ball team looks to build off an improved 
2017-18 season backed by strong 
senior leadership. 

Senior guards Shania "Shorty" Johnson 
and Jerell Matthews will set the bar for 
the team's success based off their consis­
tent shooting. The dynamic duo's strong 
chemistry contributed to them leading the 
team in points last season. The guards 
wasted no time picking up where they left 
off, with Matthews leading with 20 points 
and Johnson with 10 assists in their 77-49 
victory over Hofstra on Tuesday, Nov. 13. 

"This is Matthews' fourth year in the 
program and Shorty's second," head 
coach Caroline McCombs said. "There 
has been so much growth from Shorty 
— we are both on the same page and 
thinking of running the same plays. Be­
ing her fourth year, I think Jerell has been 
an example for everyone on the team that 
did not have an opportunity to play at an 
early age." 

That diversity will contribute to a mix­
ture of playstyles Stony Brook can utilize 
this season. 

A void that the Seawolves have had to 
make up for is the absence of junior guard 
Giolibeth Perez. Her season ended in Ver­
mont after only 17 games last year due to 
a leg injury and she spent the second half 
of the season on crutches. While she re­
gained the ability to walk on her own voli­
tion, Perez has yet to be cleared for play 
with no expected timetable to return. 

One way the team has strengthened 
the position is through its three new re­
cruits, all of whom play the guard position. 
Freshmen Courtney Furr, Laniya Miller 
and Anastasia Warren joined Stony Brook 
over the offseason, each participating 
in at least one game so far this season. 
Warren has started to establish herself as 
a prominent figure coming off the bench, 
finishing with 16 points in the victory 
over Hofstra. 

The two will 
act as floor gen­
erals heading 
the offensive 
game plan, fo­
cusing on con­
necting 3-point 
shots. Johnson 
set a team re­
cord last season 
connecting on 95 
3-point shots while 
Matthews knocked 
down 63. The duo 
has already scored 
62 percent of the 
team's points in the 
first two games. 

"We can go small 
or big, we have 
different players 
that have different 
strengths." 

-Caroline McCombs 
Head Coach 

While the guards have been estab­
lished, the starting roles at the forward 
positions are still up for grabs even if 
the season just started. Juniors Kyra 
Dixon, Kina Smith and Oksana Gouch-
ie-Provencher all played coming off the 
bench last season, but were overshad­
owed by sophomores India Pagan and 
Hailey Zeise. 

"What I like with our team now is the 
diversity we had at the forward position," 
McCombs said. "We can go small or big, 
we have different players that have differ­
ent strengths. I think matching up with the 
other team is important but we are under­
standing what we are really good at." 

"Annie was 
really able to 
come off the 
bench for us 
and make an 
immediate im­
pact on the 
court for us," 
McCombs 
said. "We were 
kind of using 
her at the one 
and the two 
spot, help­
ing her build 
confidence 
as a point 
guard. All that 

stuff is coming from practice and I think 
Shorty is taking her under her wing 
and mentoring." 

The Seawolves concluded last season 
on a five-game win streak and an 18-13 
overall record, going 10-6 in the America 
East Conference. Stony Brook was sent 
home by the New Hampshire Wildcats in 
the first round for the second straight year, 
losing 71-54. The Seawolves were select­
ed to finish second alongside Hartford in 
the America East Coaches' Preseason 
Poll, trailing Maine by only nine votes. 

"We are on people's radars now," Mc­
Combs said. "That is what we have 
to understand now — there is no sur­
prises or secrets. We got to face that 
competition now." 
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If the Supreme Court rules the individual mandate unconstitutional later this year, 
people with pre-existing conditions could be denied coverage in the near future. 

The human cost of cutting health care 
By Joshua Blake 
Contributing Writer 

I've been receiving intravenous 

Remicade treatment for the last 

five and a half years, and it's sent 

my ulcerative colitis into remis­

sion. It's allowed me to pursue a 

college career, and helped me get 

my life back. Visits to the emer­

gency room are long gone, but not 

long forgotten. 
Every eight weeks, I find myself 

at the John T. Mather Memorial 

Hospital Infusion Center in Port 

Jefferson, where I sit in a comfy, re­

clining green chair for about three 

hours. An I.V. is snuggled into a 

vein in my hand or arm, and ev­

ery 15 minutes, the beep of the 

machine on my left tells the nurse 

it's time to increase the flow of 

the drug. 

"See you in eight weeks," I 

say after the infusion is com­

plete, feeling like I'm liv­

ing in an alternate version of 

"Groundhog Day." _ 

It always leaves me with a feel­

ing that something's missing — as 

if I should be better, but I'm not... 

not really. These infusions serve 

as a reminder of how sick I could 

be, and seeing my father battle his 

Crohn's-colitis for the last 10 years 

puts an added weight on my shoul­

ders that I will never be able to 

lift. I can't even put into words the 

amount of immeasurable sadness 

that brings me. 

It hits me even harder once 

he picks me up from the cen­

ter after my treatment how dif­

ferent my family's life would 

be if he could benefit from this 

drug. When he got sick a decade 

ago, he was too far gone to reap 

Remicade's benefits. 

I guess I lucked out. 

"Fifty million 
Americans, 
nearly a sixth 
of the U.S. 
population, 
could lose 
part or all of 
their medical 
coverage. » 

-Joshua Blake 
Contributing Writer 

For a week after my infusions, 

I deal with side effects that ar­

en't necessarily listed as primary. 

I'm talking about depression and 

mood swings, or the flighty feel­

ing I have days afterward. There's 

also excessive fatigue and a lack of 

concentration on days where it's 

sorely needed. 

Is it better than being sick? Do I 

even have to answer that? 

Is it better than dealing with 

cramps, and bleeding when go­

ing to the bathroom? The rest­

lessness? Trying to fall asleep 

after being in the bathroom for 

30 minutes, only to lay awake in 

pain for the same amount of time 

afterward — feeling as if someone 

stabbed you in the gut? Yeah, it's 

a lot better. 

A few infusions ago, a nurse 

asked me how I feel after getting 

my treatment. 

"Some people say they feel 

tired or have some pain," she said. 

I agreed with what others had 

told her. 

"I also get really sa'd," I said. 

"For seemingly no reason. I deal 

with depression, too, so I find it 

being worse after my infusions." 

"How long," she asked. 

To be honest, I'm not 

sure anymore. 

However, despite everything 

I've just said, every stabbing pain 

and sinking feeling and hour af­

ter hour spent in the hospital, 

that treatment is what makes my 

life liveable. I'm furious about the 

Justice Department deeming the 
Affordable Care Act's mandate 

requiring people to buy health 

insurance unconstitutional. 

Twenty states are suing over 

the individual mandate. If the 

Supreme Court rules the indi­

vidual mandate unconstitution­

al later this year, people with 

pre-existing conditions like 

mine could be denied coverage 

in the near future. Fifty million 

Americans, nearly a sixth of 

the U.S. population, could lose 

part or all of their medical cov­

erage, or face higher premiums 

that could cast people just like 

my father and I out like lepers. 

This will hurt people I 

kiicrtv' and people you know. 

Don't turn a blind eye to this. 

mailto:editors@sbstatesman.com
mailto:editors@sbstatesman.com
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The Onion Bagel: Let's just get rid of Thanksgiving altogether 
iiy Mike Adams 
Opinions Editor 

The Onion Bagel is a satirical 
column for The Statesman. 

Thanksgiving is a time-hon-

ored American tradition that 

harkens back to the best this 

country has to offer. Compas­

sion, family and whitewashing 

genocide — the very pillars of 

our national identity come to the 

forefront on the fourth Thursday 

of November. 

Thanksgiving has been a na­

tional holiday ever since Abra­

ham Lincoln made it so on Nov. 

26, 1863, just one week after he 

consecrated the Union dead in 

the Gettysburg Address. Before 

that, Americans held celebra­

tions of gratitude intermittently 

dating back as far as the Plym­

outh Colony in 1621. Like their 

Civil War counterparts two cen­

turies later, those early settlers 

were just glad to be alive, and 

they did their best to share that 

happiness among each other. 

But let me ask you: in these 

modern times, when our sur­

vival is all but completely as­

sured, do we really need to 

celebrate being alive? Is Thanks­

giving necessary in the Era of 

the Snuggie? 

Turkey Day is nothing but 

a bygone festival for people 

with buckles on their hats. Like 

the turkeys bred for the hol­

iday, Thanksgiving needs to 

die. It's just a waste of a good 

business opportunity. 

We've watched as mega-corpo­
rations like Amazon and Walmart 

have slowly and graciously grant-

STEVE RHODES/FLICKR CC BYNC-SA 2.0 

Black Friday shoppers scouring for deals on brand-name clothing at San Francisco's Westfield San Francisco Center 
in 2009. According to the Black Friday Death Counter website, 10 shoppers died and 111 were injured in 2017. 

ed us freedom from the time our 

old fogey grandparents wanted 

us to spend with them over the 

next couple of weeks with exten­

sions on Black Friday and the 

brand-new Cyber Monday. Who 

wants to recover from a turkey 

hangover around an open fire 

surrounded by their loved ones 

when they can just murder peo­

ple for dibs on a new TV? 
Let's take a look at the holidays 

that sandwich our so-called na­

tional so-called day of so-called 

gratitude. Without Thanksgiv­

ing, we could stretch Halloween, 

the spookiest of jamborees and 

the sole reason for Party City's 

continued existence, into a week-

long extravaganza. Forget cos­

tumes and candy, let's just have 

a full-on Purge. Costumes stores 

everywhere would make a killing 

on those creepy masks. The traf­

fic afterwards would be sublime. 

We could take the next few 
weeks before December to do 

what we've been building to­

wards for years and stretch 

out the holiday season into an 

all-conquering behemoth of 

materialistic ecstasy. 

Let's just drop the Christian 

pretenses for Christmas entirely; 

they get in the way of turning a 

good profit. Luke 2:14? MORE 

LIKE LUKE SKYWALKER LIM­

ITED EDITION LEGO FIGU­

RINE! I'd rather listen to Mariah 

Carey in a church than one of 

those lame hymns anyway, am 
I right? 

Subsume the entire month of 

November beneath the hulking 

treads of capitalism. Crush the 

miserly under hordes of Black 

Friday Walmart shoppers. It'd be 

perfectly in keeping without our 

history. After all, the whole reason 

we celebrate Thanksgiving this 

Thursday is because FDR wanted 

to give people more time to shop. 

So why not take that next step 

and just eliminate the shopping 

impediment altogether? 

I know this Thursday night, 
after I yell at my uncle, I'll head 

on down to Target with a torch 

and a pitchfork. I'll do my part, 

what about you? 

EVERYONE HAS AN OPINION 

SHARE YOURS 
CONTACT: OPINION@SBSTATESMAN.COM FOR 

MORE INFO 
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EVER WANTED TO BE A PHOTOGRAPHER? 

JOIN OUR 
MULTIMEDIA TEAM 
TODAY! 

CONTACT: MULTIMEDIA@SBSTATESMAN.COM 
FOR MORE INFO. 

WANTED: SPRING 2019 BUSINESS 
AND ADVERTISING INTERN 

We're looking for a student willing to learn about how to man­
age and run the business side of a non-profit! Must have a val­
id drivers license and car, be willing to learn, sensitive to basic 
accounting procedures, have excellent customer service skills, 
know how to work in cross-functional teams, and have budget­
ing skills. Preferably a Business or Economics major (GPA 3.2+). 
Graphic design experience a plus. Eligible to receive school 

credit (EXP+). 

Hours: 
Mon. - Sat 10AM to 9 PM 
Sunday 10 AM to 6 PM 

(631) 366-4440 

FOURTH WORLD COMICS 
33 Route 111, Smithtown, NY 11787 

(Uncle Giuseppe's Shopping Center) 

NEW AND BACK ISSUES 

STAR TREK . DR WHO . TOYS . STAR WARS 
SCIENCE FICTION . POSTERS . T-SHIRTS 

MANGA. MODEL KITS 
MAGIC: THE GATHERING . ROLE PLAYING GAMES 

EMAIL: ADVERTISE@SBSTATESMAN.COM FOR INFO. 
10% DISCOUNT W/ VALID 
STONY BROOK ID CARD 
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Men's XC victorious at IC4A Championship 

ANUSHA MOOKHERJEE/ST4TESMAN FILE 

Stony Brook women's cross country at a race in 2016. 
Hie team placed third at the IC4A Championship. 

By Ryan Mahill 
Contributing Writer 

Both the Stony Brook men's 
and women's cross country 
teams came up huge at the IC4A 
Championships held in Van 
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx on 
Nov. 17. 

In an impressive showing, 
the men's team secured the 
IC4A Championship with a 
greatall-around team effort. Ju­
niors Cameron Avery and Vann 
Moffett played a significant 
role in earning the team win 
in the 8k race, finishing second 
and third with times of 22:51 
and 22:56 respectively. Seniors 
Darian Sorouri, Michael Watts 
and Danny Connelly, who fin­

ished fifth, seventh and eighth 
with times of 23:06, 23:07 and 
23:10 respectively, added to the 
team effort in a big way. Junior 
Luke Coulter finished ninth 
with a time of 23:10, and fresh­
man Robert Becker finished two 
spots behind him at 11th place 
with a time of 23:14 to round 
out the team effort. The men's 
cross country team secured 25 
total points and was awarded the 
championship victory. 

"There is a lot of history asso­
ciated with the IC4A Champion­
ships so it was nice to get the win 
today. Today was a better reflection 
of the type of team we expected to 
be all season. The guys got involved 
from the start and competed all the 
way," head coach Andy Ronan said 
in a press release after the race. 

The women's team achieved 
similar success with a third place 
finish in their 5K race. Top run­
ners for the women's team in­
cluded juniors Alexandria Ortega 
and Holly Manning, who fin­
ished 13th and 22nd with times 
of 17:28 and 17:36 respectively. 
Freshman Klaire Klemens, junior 
Jillian Manfredi and freshman 
Rachel Ruggiero finished 29th, 
34th, and 38th with times of 
17:47, 17:52 and 17:58 to add 
to the team effort. 

Junior Clodagh O'Reilly, 
who finished 50th with a time 
of 18:12 and freshman Tara 
Hauff, who finished 78th with a 
time of 18:43, secured the third 
place finish for the team. The 
women's team collectively fin­
ished with 135 points. "Today's 
3rd place finish at the ECAC 
Championships was a nice end­
ing to the cross country season," 
Ronan said. 

The IC4A Championship 
marks the final race for both 
cross country teams this season. 
Both teams will say goodbye to 
11 total seniors. In a farewell 
to the season, Ronan added that 
he is proud of his graduating 
runners and optimistic about 
next season. 

"I'm happy for the seniors," 
Ronan said. "They are leaving 
the program on a winning note 
and we hope the returners can 
use it as motivation to be ready 
for next fall." 

Will Tye signs with Eagles 
By Ethan Tain 
Contributing Writer 

Stony Brook football alumnus 
Will Tye will get another chance 
to play in the NFL after signing 
to the Philadelphia Eagles prac­
tice squad on Tuesday, Nov. 14. 

Tye, who played two seasons 
on the Stony Brook football 
team, is best known for playing 
as the starting tight end for the 
New York Giants from 2015 
to 2016. 

Tye transferred to Stony 
Brook from Florida State prior 
to the 2013 season, after he was 
originally recruited by the Sem-
inoles in 2010. The tight end 
recorded a total of 79 receptions 
for 1,015 yards and nine touch­
downs in his two-year career as a 
Seawolves starter. His best per­
formance came in 2014 against 
North Dakota, when he set a 
single-game career high with 
103 yards on five catches. 

Tye was not selected in the 
NFL Draft in 2015, but signed 
with the Giants as an undrafted 
free agent and earned his spot on 
the practice squad before being 
promoted to the active roster. 

Tye became the first football 
player from Stony Brook to play 
in the pros when he made his 
NFL debut on Oct. 4, 2015. His 
first touchdown came off a pass 
from Eli Manning on a Monday 
night game against the Miami 
Dolphins. Tye completed his 
rookie season with 42 receptions 

for 464 yards and three touch­
downs in 13 games. 

Tye's 2016 numbers were less 
than impressive - 48 receptions 
for 395 yards and one touch­
down in 16 games. He was lat­
er released by the team in Sep­
tember 2017 during its final 
roster cuts. 

The New York Jets claimed 
Tye off waivers the following 
day, and he caught four passes 
for 38 yards in three games. He 
was then cut from the team a fre 
weeks later in October. Tye spent 
the remainder of the season as 
a member of the New England 
Patriots' practice squad but was 
then let go in September 2018. 

Now 27 years old, Tye has 
been given an opportunity to 
return to the NFL, this time for 
the rival of the team that origi­
nally gave him a shot. 

"You just wish you had a fair 
chance," Tye said about the Gi­
ants in a January interview. 
"When I first came there they 
treated me nice, they treat­
ed me fair. It was a good two 
years there." 

Tye will get another chance 
as he reports to practice for 
the Eagles. He is currently the 
fifth tight end on the team's 
depth chart. 

The Eagles currently have 
Zach Ertz, Dallas Goedert and 
Josh Perkins on the active roster, 
while Richard Rodgers is listed 
as a reserve due to an injury. 

Volleyball defeats Albany, wins back-to-back AE Championships 
By Kenneth Ferinin 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Top-seeded Stony Brook Volley­
ball concluded its season in thrill­
ing fashion, winning the America 
East Championship for the second 
consecutive season. The Seawolves 
defeated the No. 2-ranked Albany 
Great Danes in five sets and finished 
the conference season with a perfect 
14-0 record. 

"Ultimately, this is what you want 
a championship game to be," head 
coach Kristin Belzung said. "Both 
teams played really well, the gym 
was packed and the environment 
was amazing. I am just incredibly 
proud of our group for coming out 
and competing their tails off. If this 
doesn't make you love volleyball, I 
don't know what will." 

Albany junior outside hitter Chloe 
Evering scored the first point of the 
fifth set, but Stony Brook graduate 
outside hitter Emily Costello fired 
back with a kill to tie the game. Both 
teams exchanged blows and struggled 
to earn the momentum, until a kill 
by Costello gave the Seawolves the 
11-7 lead. Costello sparked the of­
fensive production by earning five 
points in the set, including the cham­
pionship-winning block, handing the 
Seawolves the 15-8 fifth set victory. 

"Unreal experience, that was a 
dog-fight out there," Costello said. 
"Down 1-0, we knew we were not 
done yet and champions are made in 
fifth sets. We took it to them." 

Costello found holes in the rig­
id Albany defense throughout the 
game and led Stony Brook with 
17 kills. The outside hitter com­
bined for 27 kills in both playoff 
victories and was named America 
East's Most Outstanding Player. 

Though winning the first set was 
a key component in Stony Brook's 
gameplan, the team failed to do so. 
The lapsed Seawolves defense for­
feited 10 total errors in the set while 
struggling offensively, finishing 
with a .053 hitting percentage. Al­
bany took the first set 25-17 and a 
commanding set lead. 

Belzung shifted the Sea­
wolves focus to cleaning up the 
attack and targeting a freshman 
Great Danes backrow. 

"Albany came out with a good 
game plan and really executed it 
well," Belzung said. "We tried to step 
back in that second set and make 
some adjustments. [We] cleaned 
up our offense and you have to feel 

a litde comfortable taking multiple 
swings in a rally when Albany was 
playing defense the way they were." 

The strategy paid off as junior 
outside hitter Maria Poole's blast 
handed Stony Brook a lead it would 
not surrender, beginning the second 
set. The Seawolves went on two sep­
arate four-point runs and hit .314 
during the set. They cruised to a 25-
14 victory which tied the contest at 
one set each. 

The Stony Brook crowd erupt­
ed following the second set victory 
and retained a vocal role for the re­
mainder of the match. The crowd 
followed Albany as it switched sides 
and attempted to drown out Great 
Danes head coach MJ Engstroms 

play calling on the court. The stands 
were so raucous that Albany had 
to relocate inside the visitor's lock­
er room to strategize during a third 
set timeout. 

Albany's oncourt struggles persist­
ed as it surrendered 11 total errors 
in the third set. This assisted Stony 
Brook to pull away with a 21-16 lead 
off the kill by junior middle blocker 
Kendra Harlow. Two Great Danes 
timeouts were not enough to stop 
the Seawolves, who took the third 
set 25-18 and were one set away 
from winning. 

Just when it looked like Al­
bany was out, redshirt-junior 
middle blocker Akuabata Oken-
wa led them back into the fight. 
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Senior middle blocker McKyla Brooks jumps to hit the ball in 2016. Brooks 
recorded 13 kills and 15.5 points in Volleyball's five set victory over Albany. 

Okenwa motivated her team­
mates with passionate oncourt 
chatter, lifting them up after giv­
ing points and roaring after they 
scored. She also rocketed shots 
which overwhelmed the • com­
pact Stony Brook defense across 
the match. 

Belzung talked about how 
the team tried to slow down the 
middle blocker, acknowledging 
they would not be able to stop 
her presence. 

"She is a stud," Belzung said. 
"We tried to manage her. I didn't 
we thought we were going to 
stop her. We tried everything we 
could to try and make her un­
comfortable and credit to her for 
being able to score tonight." 

Okenwa rallied the Great 
Danes back with eight kills of 
her game-leading 21 total kills 
in the fourth set. Albany won 
25-21 and tied the game at two 
sets each. 

Costello led the team in kills 
followed by senior middle block­
er McKyla Brooks with 13 and 
junior outside hitter Jordan Gels 
with 10. Costello, America East 
Setter of the Year junior LeAnne 
Sakowicz and sophomore libero/ 
defensive setter Kianni Kerstetter 
were named to the All-Champi-
onship team. With all the acco­
lades the Seawolves earned this 
season, Harlow believes the team 
will carry the success for years 
to come. 

Stony Brook will await its op­
ponents for the NCAA Volley­
ball Tournament on the selection 
show which will be held on Sun­
day, Nov. 25 at 8:30 p.m. and 
broadcasted by ESPNU. 



SPORTS 
Women's Basketball continues dominant performance against Manhattan 
By Ryan Pavich 
StafTWriter 

Four days after delivering a 

dominant 28-point victory over 

the Hofstra Pride, the Stony 

Brook women's basketball team 

raised the bar. The Seawolves en­

tered the home of the Manhattan 

Jaspers on Saturday, Nov. 17, and 

ran the court for four full quar­

ters with a 31-point blowout 

win, 79-48. 

Senior guard Shania John­

son led the way in every offen­

sive category for Stony Brook. 

Johnson tallied a season-high 23 

points on 58 percent shooting, 

added seven assists and tied the 

team-high six rebounds. 

Johnson has picked up where 

she left off last season by aver­

aging 17 points in the first three 

games. She is also second in the 

team for rebounds with 14. 

Sophomore forward India 

Pagan and senior guard Jerell 

Matthews tacked on 13 and 

11 points, respectively. Pa­

gan and Johnson tied with six 
rebounds each. 

The Seawolves took control 

of the game with a series of runs 

in the first half. After allowing 

the first bucket of the game, a 

layup from junior guard Gabby 

Cajou, the Seawolves went on an 

8-0 run. The Jaspers would tie 

things back up minutes later, but 

the run enabled the Seawolves to 

end the first quarter with a sev­

en-point advantage. 

Stony Brook put the game 

away in the second quarter. Ca­

jou sunk a free throw to start 

the quarter, and then the next 

10 points were all scored by 

Seawolves. A minute later, af­

ter trading three points each, 

sophomore guard Hailey Zeise's 

layup inside the paint started a 

12-point run. Stony Brook was 

unstoppable offensively and bal­

looned the lead to 40-15, capped 

off by a jumpshot from Pagan. 

Five different Seawolves 

scored points during this stretch, 

displaying a balanced attack that 

kept Manhattan constantly on its 

back foot. 

"I thought we played an out­

standing first half of basketball 

on both ends of the floor," head 

coach Caroline McCombs said in 

a press release. "Our challenge is 

to string together a complete 40 

minutes. I believe we will con­

tinue to grow together and add 

depth in all positions." 

Manhattan did manage to hold 

even with the Seawolves in the 

third quarter, cutting the deficit 

from 26 to 25. Freshman guard 

D'yona Davis added six of her 

team-high 18 points in the third, 

creating a 3-point play on a foul 

and then draining a 3-point shot 

seconds later. 

Matthews and sophomore for­

ward McKenzie Bushee iced the 

game in the fourth. The senior 

scored five points in a minute b' 

nailing two free throws and drill­

ing a 3-pointer, while Bushee 

scored all six of her points in the 

final quarter via short shots. 

Strong free throw shooting 

was a factor in the Seawolves' 

victory. Johnson and Matthews 

led the team by making five free 

throws each. 

Stony Brook has a quick turn­

around before its next game. 

The Seawolves return home 

on Tuesday, Nov. 20 to play 

against Georgia Southern at 7 

p.m. The Eagles are 1-3 this year 

but are coming off their lone 

win, an 11-point victory over 

Savannah State. 
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Senior guard Shania Johnson looks to pass in a game against Albany in February. 
Johnson tallied a team-high 23 points on 53 percent shooting against Manhattan. 
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They will tell you it's 
just a blob of tissue 
But at 28 days her eyes and ears have 
already begun to show. 

Education doesn't have to end 
because a new life begins. 

Need help? Call 631-243-0066 24 hours, 7 days 
www.aaapregnancyoptions.com 


