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University Senate reviews
independent budget report

By Samantha Robinson
Contributing Writer

Top university officials faced crit-
icism following the release of an in-
dependent report analyzing Stony
Brook University’s finances at a Uni-
versity Senate meeting on Monday,
March 4.

The report concluded that, con-
trary to previous claims made by
higher ups in administration, Stony
Brook University was actually in
good financial standing.

University  offcials contest-
ed this conclusion. They - claimed
that the report was missing cer-
tain crucial details which skewed
the results. :

Repeated claims of a structur-

al deficit from the university’s ad-

ministration prompted a group of .

professors to pool ‘their money and
commission an outside assessment
of the university’s finances. They
hired Howard Bunsis, a professor of
accounting at Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity who has previously analyzed
the finances of Rutgers University,
Oregon State University, Washington
State University and more.

Axel Drees, co-chair of the
Senate Committee on Academ-
ic Priorities and Research Activ-
ities (CAPRA) and chair of the
department of physics and astron-
omy presented Bunsis' findings to
the audience.

“The overall conclusion of CAPRA
was that the Bunsis financial analysis

seems to be accurate,” Drees said. “It -

does not support the administration’s
claim that Stony Brook University is
or has been in a dire financial crisis.”

The report examined the school’s
net cash flow — the difference be-
tween the money the university
brings in and what it spends — and
its unrestricted reserves —: mon-
ey that does not have a designated
spending purpose. :

Thereportshowed thatStonyBrook
had a positive net cash flow for the past
10 years.
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Students leave the Port Jefferson-Stony Brook University shuttle bus after its inaugural
trip on Thursday, March 7. The bus will run on weekend afternoons and evenings.

According to the report, the uni-
versity had $423.6 million in un-
restricted reserves in 2017, up from
$375.1 million from 2016.

~ Bunsis also gave Stony Brook a hy-
pothetical bond rating based on the
criteria used by Moody’s, a financial
services company (Stony Brook does
not have an individual Moody’s bond
rating because the SUNY system is

rated as a whole.) Bunsis reported
that in 2017, SBU would have re-
ceived an Aa3 rating, which is on the

_ higher end of the Moody’s scale.

The report found that the univer-
sity’s revenue and expense growths
have increased at nearly equal rates.

“The expenses were $1.2 bil-
lion in 2017. They have increased
by about $300 million over the

past 10 years. The revenues were
similar. $1.2 billion, and in-
creased also by $300 million,”
Drees said.

Kathleen Byington, the senior vice
president for finance and adminis-
tration for the school, expressed
skepticism about the results of

Continued on page 4

SBU and Port Jefterson partner on shuttle

By Brianne Ledda
Assistant News Editor

Stony Brook University’s shut-
tle to Port Jefferson made its in-
augural trip on Thursday, March
7, marking the beginning of a
new pilot program.

“We think it’s a win-win, be-

cause we love to see the kids, the

staff and everyone come down
free,” Margot Garant, Port Jef-
ferson’s mayor, said. “Hopefully

it will be an economic engine for

us down there, and bring the stu-
dents in, and there’s a lot of great
things to do down port.”

The approximately 20-seat
bus will run on Thursdays from
3 to 9 p.m., and from 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Friday through Sunday.
On campus, the bus will stop at
the chemistry loop, the Student
Activities Center (SAC) loop
and Chapin Apartments. The
bus then stops at the Stop&Shop
in Setauket on the way to Port
Jefferson, where it makes two
more stops — one on Arden
Street across from Brewology
and another at the Port Jefferson
LIRR station. Signs mark all the
bus stops and students should

guests, but the university is try-
ing to measure the campus’s in-
terest level. If the program is
popular, it could be renewed in
the fall.

Passengers the
shuttle’s current location on its

can track
website, or through the Passio
GO app. They can also use the
app to check if there are open
seats available.

“It’s a free, safe, easy way to go
visit Port Jefferson, and it takes
cars off the road,” Dickinson said.

Students think the shuttle is
a good thing, especially for resi-
dents who don’t own cars.

“It’s just like a good oppor-
tunity — especially with people
who don’t have cars, I think it’s a
great thing,” Sandy Zhu, a senior
business and chemistry double
major, said.

She was among several stu-
dents from campus organizations
who attended the press confer-
ence celebrating the shuttle’s
kick-off on Thursday morning.

“A lot of people don’t have
cars, and it’s hard for them to
get to Port Jeff — there’s a lot of
attractions there — so this is a
great way for them to get there,”

“We don't want anyone to think
this is a student-only bus,” Kevin
Wood, Port Jefferson’s parking and
mobility administrator, said. “Stu-
dents, faculty, visitors, people at the
hospital — anyone can ride this bus
right now.”

The bus was originally Port Jef-
ferson’s answer to high tourist traffic
during the summer months. It start-
ed running between Port Jefferson’s
LIRR station and Port Jefferson Vil-
lage between Memorial and Labor
Days in 2014. Dickinson said that
Garant reached out to her about re-
purposing the existing vehicle during
the off-season as a university shuttle.

Though Garant acknowl-
edged that the shuttle could help
Port Jefferson businesses, she
said it wasnt all about the dollars
and cents.

“It just makes one more con-
nection,” Garant said. “It might
be somebody who wants to move
here, it might be somebody who
to open another busi-
ness here, it might be somebody
becomes another faculty
member here.”

Even so, business owners, like Re-
nee Goldfinch from Origin of Era,
said they are enthusiastic about the

wants

who

Professor defoe_l ops robotics kit

By Ameya Kale

Contributing Writer

A professor in the department of
mechanical engineering, Dr. Anurag
Purwar, recently earned a $225,000
grant from the National Science
Foundation for developing an educa-
tional robotics kit for young students.
The grant falls under the category
of Small Business Innovation Re-
search, or SBIR, which was award-
ed to Purwars start-up company,
Mechanismic Inc.

The kit, called “SnappyXO,” aims’

to inspire elementary, middle and
high schoolers to explore creative
learning in the field of robotics and
mechanical design. Purwar said that
existing robotics kits like LEGO and
VEX Robotics are well-established
and successful, but have certain
limitations that SnappyXO will try
to overcome.

“Today’s kits have a large number
of parts, but when you look at them,
you cannot really ascertain what their
exact function is just by looking at
them,” Purwar said. “You always have
to refer to a manual to build the kit.”

With SnappyXO, that is not the
case. Each kit comes with a selection
of parts that is “sufficient in number

straint is required. The different
types of connectors can help to
achieve perpendicular, parallel and
angular connections.

Purwar said the varying types of
connectors make the kit versatile and
allow for architecture; this means
that a person could buy off-the-shelf
components and mount them on the
parts with ease. Examples include the
popular microcontroller Arduino, as
well as motors and sensors.

Right now, these kits are in the

“Customer Discovery” stage. In this

stage, the aim is to visit schools on

. Long Island and conduct workshops

where these kits are introduced to
students. They are taught the nec-
essary fundamentals and are given a
chance to implement their own cre-
ativity by interacting with the kit.

One of Purwar’s former students,
Agranya Jampala, acts as the chief op-
erating officer of Mechanismic Inc.,
and is one of the people responsible
for the workshops. He interacts with
the students during these workshops
and hackathons and observes the im-
pact that is created.

“These kits are proving to be a re-
ally good tool for children to learn
basic robotics,” Jampala said. “Not
only that, SnappyXO also offers the

show their IDs when they board  Nicole Chan, a junior economics  shuttle’s passengers. to build the design, but no more than  chance to physically realize and rap-
the bus. major, added. “I think it’s amazing,” Gold- | that,” Purwar said. idly prototype your imagination and
Joan Dickinson, Stony Brook’s Port Jefferson Village is cover-  finch, said. “Not everybody has a The different parts include flat  build the product in your head with
community relations director, ing the operating costs — about car, and if they do, not everyone | surfaces and plates as well as a va-  your hands.”
said that the shuttle is free to all  $1,000 a week, according to wants to deal with parking. We're | riety of connectors that are used
employees, students and their the mayor. all helping each other.” to achieve whatever motion con- Continued on page 4
B News Arts & Culture Opinions Sports
Highlights from last The Wang Center History depart- Men’s Basketball
week’s police blotter. exhibits “Spam.” ment is weakening. upset at home.
Credit cards reported miss- The canned meat exhibit em- Three professors in the field No. 2 Seawolves upset by
ing at the SBU Hospital. phasizes its cultural meaning. will be retiring next year. » No. 7 Bearcats in playoffs.
MORE ON PAGE 4 MORE ON PAGE 6 = MORE ON PAGE 8 MORE ON PAGE 12




The Statesman Advertisement Monday, March 11,2019 | 2

" Totally Free ClassValue
Student Checking®

No transaction fees at any US ATM
or for Point-of-Sale purchases in the US
with your Apple Visa® Debit Card*

Our Totally Free ClassValue Checking account gives you banking at yohr fingertips 24/7 to
manage your money wisely and quickly. It's a keeper!

NO monthly maintenance fee

NO minimum balance required

NO direct deposit required

NO domestic ATM and Point-of-Sale transaction fees*
FREE Online & Mobile Banking**

FREE Mobile Remote Deposit**

Go to the head of the class with Apple’s smart student checking account.
Visit our East Setauket or Smithtown branch today to open your account.

10 Route 25A, East Setauket, Theresa Passanisi, VP/Manager, 631-751-7000
91 Route 111, Smithtown, Susan Krizek, VP/Manager, 631-724-8700

%,
www.applebank.com .A. ].e Ba:nk £ Established 1863 - Member FDIC

ote o

Free ClassValue Checking account is available to students ages 14 through 25 who are attending high school, a vocational or trade school, or a college/university with presentation
of an unexpired school identification card. Students ages 14 through 16 must have a parent or guardian as a joint accountholder on this account. There is a $100 minimum initial
deposit required to open this account. *ATM machine operator may impose a surcharge fee. **Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply.




The Statesman Advertisement Monday, March 11,2019 | 3

Our members receive better rates, lower fees, free mobile banRing,
free checRing and low-rate loans.
SO YOU CAN SPEND LESS AND SAVE MORE.

tiicate Account
Specials

' 8-Month &
y A ,
& APY*
36-Month

Stony BrooR
" Branch
pATM USa9% @ COMING SOON!
at ALL - ,

ATMs { /
\

ir\

The Credit Union For You

(631) 228-1819

Find the branch nearest you at TeachersFCU.org
31 Branches throughout Long Island, Queens and Manhattan

Amityville | Bay Shore | Briarwood (Queens) ; Central Islip { Center Moriches | Commack | East Northport | East Meadow | Farmingville | Hauppauge | Holbrook | Huntington | KKings Park j Manorville | Merrick
Nesconset | North Babylon | North Massapequa  OaRkdale | Patchogue | Port Jefferson Station | Riverhead | Riverside (Manhattan) | Rocky Point | Selden | Shirley | Smithtown | South SetauRet | Wading River | Woodside (Queens)

*All rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 3/7/2019. A penalty may be i d i Limited time offer. Subject to ip eligibility. i tions may apply.




NEWS

Report finds university is financially stable

Continued from page 1

the report. She gave her own
presentation on the budget and
tried to address some of the issues
with Bunsis’ analysis.

“What we really talk about
when we focus on the budget are
these two components,” Bying-
ton said. “It is the tuition and
fees, revenue that comes in, and
state appropriations.”

Byington explained that al-
though Bunsis excluded the hos-
pital’s finances in his analysis,
he still included the university’s
total state appropriations, some
of which are used specifically to
fund the hospital.

“If youre going to exclude the
hospital when you talk about
the budget of the university, you
would need to exclude these ap-
propriations,” she said.

Byington then discussed how
Stony Brook ended up with a
structural deficit in the first place.

“In fiscal year ’17, that $409.6
million revenue that you had?
You spent $8.7 million more
than that in that year,” she said.

In the ’17-’18 academic year,
several faculty members were let
go in order to reduce overhead.
The university also implemented
a hiring freeze in hopes of cut-
ting costs through attrition.

Byington said that the next
logical step for the university
would be to focus less on im-
plementing austerity measures

and more on making sure the
budget aligns with its values as
an institution.

“You've been in crisis mode for
almost two years now,” she said.
“You've been taking every ex-
pense reduction opportunity you
could find. You've been holding
positions open even if it’s work
that needs to get done. It is time
for us to transition from crisis
mode to a focus on planning for
strategic allocation of our re-
sources to support our mission.”

Byington congratulated the
Senate on the hard work it has
done to set the university on a
path toward financial stability.

Peter Manning, a professor in
the English department, took is-
sue with this characterization.

“I find it very hard to be told
that you have done hard work
when in fact we simply absorbed
the set of cuts,” Manning said.
“The numbers do not show the
elimination of departments, do
not show where the money went
to athletics. The aggregate doesn’t
help with the decisions, which
is what we are trying to get at. I
don’t feel we've done hard work. I
think we've been bludgeoned.”

Several attendees, including
Thomas Wilson, an instrument
engineer in the School of Marine
and Atmospheric Sciences, felt
that Byington’s report did not
give the fullest and most accurate
picture of the university’s financ-
es, since she presented total rev-
enues and total expenses rather

than breaking them down into
more specific categories.

“If we're going to have shared
governance, shouldnt we have
deep transparency into what the
money’s coming from and where
the money’s going?” he asked.

Distinguished Professor of
History,  Kathleen = Wilson,
chastised the university for
misappropriating funds.

“Why are we spending so
much money on upper level ad-
ministrators when the rest of
us don’t have enough money to
make ends meet, from paycheck
to paycheck?” she asked. “We
want to know why this has hap-
pened to Stony Brook and not
the other [SUNY] campuses. We

want answers.”

Byington appeared unfazed by -

the senators’ demands, maintain-
ing a cheery demeanor through-
out the meeting. “Those aren’t
questions that I have the an-
swers to today, so I'd be happy to
come back and provide the an-
swers,” she told the increasingly
disgruntled crowd.

President of the University
Senate and Distinguished Profes-
sor of History, Nancy Tomes, as-
sured the audience that this would
not be the last they’d hear of the
Bunsis report.

“If you came today expecting an-
swers about the Stony Brook budget,
youre not going to get them by the
end of this meeting,” Tomes said.
“This is only the first of many meet-
ings where we're going to have to have

Robotics kit developed for kids

Continued from page 1

The name is peculiar to hear,
but Purwar says it is elegant in
its simplicity.

“The parts have holes in them,
which are either in an “X” shape or
an “O” shape, and all the parts snap
into place. Hence the name, ‘Snap-
pyXO,” he said.

Purwar was inspired to create
SnappyXO after building similar kits
with his own son. He said he wanted
to come up with a way to simplify
these kits and make them easier for
kids to use.

Purwar’s idea goes beyond just
the physical kit. He also developed a
software called “MotionGen,” which
enables users to simulate mechanical
linkages and systems virtually. With
SnappyXO, you can use the devel-
oped robot along with MotionGen
to simulate and analyze the behavior.

You can take a snapshot of the robot,
draw on it on the software and then
superimpose both to compare results.

He pointed out that the parts in
SnappyXO Kkits are relatively thin-
ner than existing kits on the mar-
ket, and that they're safe for kids to
use. “Stepping on them won't hurt
as much as a LEGO piece would,”
he added half-jokingly.

With the distinct advantages of
having only the bare minimum parts,
being flexible with custom electron-
ics and being relatively safer, Purwar
aims to continue his efforts in devel-
oping and promoting SnappyXO.

“SnappyXO can be a potential
solution for universalizing STEM
education in the classroom and
outside,” Barry Chuang, the chief
technological officer of Mechanis-
mic Inc. and SnappyXO’s princi-
pal investigator, said.

COURTESY OF SNAPPYXO

Children learning about “SnappyXO,” a kit created to

help students explore robotics and mechanical design.

An altercation was reported between an employee and a
patient at Stony Brook University Hospital on Thursday, Feb.
21 at 8:30 a.m. The case is closed bemuse the victim rcfused
to coopcrate.

Bed sheets were reported stolen from Stony
Brook University Hospital on Thursday, Feb. 21 at
10:22 sam. The case remains open, but prosecution
was declined.

An altercation was reported between two patients at
Stony Brook University Hospital on Thursday, Feb. 21
at 12:55 p.m. Prosecution was declined, and the case was
closed because the victim refused to cooperate.

A broken back windshield on a vehicle was report-
ed on Thursday, Feb. 21 at 11:16 p.m. in Stony Brook
University Hospital Parkmg Garage. The case was closed
by investigation.

A Ph.D. student reported receiving emails from an un--

known male on Friday, Feb. 22 at 4:59 p.m. The case is
closed because the victim refused to cooperate.

A gray 2004 Toyota Sienna broke a gate arm in the

Radiation Oncology Parking Lot Exit on Friday, Feb. 22
at 5:34 p.m. The case remains open.

A student was referred after a report was made about
the odor of marijuana on Friday, Feb. 22, at 8 p.m. in
Gray College. The case is closed.

Police Blotter -

A report was made of graffiti spray painted on a utility box at
the North Entrance and Circle Road on Monday, Feb. 25 at 2:59
a.m. The case remains open.

‘ Headphones were reported missing from the Campus Rec- ‘

reation Center on Monday, Feb. 25 at 10:28 p.m. The victim

believes someone picked them up and left with them. The case
 remains open.

A Michael Kors jacket was reported missing from Stony
Brook University Hospital on Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 7:35 a.m. The

case remains open.

Bollards were reported missing from various locations over a
two weck period on Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 1:58 p.m. The case

remains open.

An individual was arrested for unlawful possession of mar-
fjuana at Stony Brook’s LIRR platform on Friday, March 1
at 11:12 p.m.

A brother and sister got into a physical altercation at Stony
Brook University Hospital on Saturday, March 2 at 2:37 p.m.
No injuries reported. Neither party prosecuted.

An individual was arrested for unlawful possession of mar-
ijuana at Chapin D on Saturday, March 2 at 8:40 p.m.

A report of missing money from a found wallet was made at
Dutchess Hall on Sunday, March 3 at 12:13 a.m. Invesngauon

is ongomg

Compiled by Anthony Andrade and Brianne Ledda

A report of an odor of marijuana was made at West G on

Sunday, March 3 at 9 a.m. The student was referred.

A false report of a fire in Challenger Hall was made on
Sunday, March 3 at 11:15 p.m. The fire alarm was pulled by
an unknown individual. No smoke or fire was detccted and
the investigation is ongoing. ‘

A report of a broken window on a door in Melville Li-
brary was made on Monday, March 4 at 11:34 a.m. The case.
is closed.

A damaged gate arm was reported at the Health Sciences
Center Garage on Monday, March 4 at 3:32 p.m. The case

is closed.

A patient struck a staff member at Stony Brook Universi-
ty Hospital on Monday, March 4 at 9:30 p.m. Prosecution
was declined. '

- A patient scratched a nurse on the neck on Tuesday,
March 5 at 3:05 a.m. A field appearance ticket was issued
and an arrest was made.

A report of credit cards missing from a wallet at Stony
Brook University Hospital was made on Tuesday, March 5
at 3:24 p.m. Unauthorized purchases were made off cam-
pus. The case remains open.

A patient at University Hospital stole monitor leads
on Wednesday, March 6 at 11:07 p.m. and was arrested
for larceny.
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Wang exhibit shows the culural szgmﬁcance of SPAM

By Kimberly Brown

Contributing Writer

Jamie Sunwoo, an Ameri-
can-Korean artist and playwright,
came to the Charles B. Wang Cen-
ter this past Wednesday to discuss
the important history and dishes of
the canned meat, SPAM, through-
out time in the Asia-Pacific.

Sunwoo investigated the pop-
ularity of this canned meat in
areas such as Guam, Okinawa,
Japan and Hawaii as well as the
Philippines. In Korea, Sunwoo’s
grandfather fought in the Kore-
an War. Although SPAM, also
coined as “miracle meat,” may just
be canned meat to other people,
to Sunwoo, this is a product she
grew up incorporating into some
of her everyday meals today. Her
research on this product began to
be especially important to her, as
it has opened up many unspoken
stories from her grandparents re-
lating to the Korean War.

“When I found out my grand-
ma had SPAM for the first time
during the Korean War,” Sunwoo
said, “It sort of became an excuse
to talk to her more about her
experience during the war. It’s
something my family hadn’t ever
really discussed.”

Created by the Hormel broth-
ers in 1937 in Austin, Minnesota,
SPAM started to gain popularity
during World War II. Although
many people assume the brand
name stands for “SPiced hAM,”
the product’s name does not ac-
tually stand for or represent any-
thing. Hormel created a naming
contest, awarding $100 to the
person whose name suggestion
they liked the best. The contest

SARA RUBERG/ THE STATESMAN
American-Korean artist and playwrlght Jamie Sunwoo spoke at the Wang Center

on March 6 about the history of the canned meat, SPAM, in the Asia-Pacific region.

ultimately did not transpire, as the
chosen winner was the brother of
Hormel’s vice president.

SPAM started to become a huge
hit in America, thus creating the

Hormel Girls, a group of women

who were musicians before WWII
but worked as military translators,
typists and even pilots during the
war. Jay Hormel was extremely sup-
portive of the idea since he himself,
had served in WWI.

They quickly developed into a hit
group, performing in extravagant
parades and going around to su-
permarkets to greet people all while
promoting SPAM. “Lucky Tickets”
were made if a person was fortunate
enough to have met a Hormel Girl.
The Hormel Girls even had their
own program called, “Music with the
Hormel Girls.” 'Ihey put on perfor-

mances where they sung and played
instruments, but also paused for
brief moments to promote some of
the Hormel products. The Hormel
Girls maintained relevance over a
seven-year period, 1946-1953, but
after the war ended, they found
themselves jobless.

The canned meat, which was
conveniently shaped to be stack-
able, became the foundation of an
American soldier’s diet during the
war. While fighting overseas, the
product struck the Asian-Pacif-
ic with a bang. Along with other
American goods such as Hershey’s
Kisses, SPAM became one of the
most popular American imports
to hit the shelves overseas. Anoth-
er reason as to why SPAM erupted
during its time was because “some
people actually thought processed

foods were better than regular
food,” Sunwoo said.

Sunwoo also reflected on her
grandparents’ experience during the
Korean War, and how their involve-
ment in it relates to SPAM.

She told the audience of her
grandmother’s first experience eat-
ing SPAM during the war. At that
time, her grandmother was penni-
less and starving. A young soldier
had given her SPAM to eat, and
since she had not eaten any meat
in weeks, she described it as the
most delicious thing she ever tast-
ed. Jamie had the audience listen
to a recording of her grandmother
talking about her first experience
with SPAM, while also helping
translate the recording.

“The first time I had SPAM was

when we took refuge,” Sunwoo’s

grandmother said. “When I had
SPAM it was because an American
soldier gave it to us. When T first

~ had it I just opened the can and

scarfed it down.”

SPAM went on to dominate
other Asian-Pacific countries and
created a fanbase for those who
loved cooking with it.

The canned meat also became a
phenomenon in Hawaii. Fans who
loved the product so much began a
street festival called “SPAM-JAM”
which celebrates the people of Ha-
waii’s love for SPAM. This festival
isn’t even sponsored by Hormel, it
was created solely by the fans who
found a love for the product.

Other countries such as Ko-
rea still showcase many modern
commercials promoting SPAM.
They also make giftsets with many
different kinds and flavors, even
creating limited edition cans for
fans to buy as collectibles. Sunwoo
mentioned that many Koreans
look at SPAM as a luxury product,
and don’t understand why people
in the U.S. hate it.

“I grew up eating SPAM,” Re-
becca Yin, a junior health science
major, said.
would cook she would always put
it in kimchi fried rice and kimchi
stew and all of that, I feel like ’'m
connected to it because it’s apart
of my childhood.”

Although this simple canned
meat product may be looked at
as taboo to have in your cabinets
in the U.S,, it certainly has made
an impact in many cultures. It
connects people back to their
roots and serves as a delicious

“When my mom

and original taste that millions of -
people serve all over the world.

New Pokemon content is onits wayin 12019:"Sword" & "Shield"

By Emily Clute

Contributing Writer

This week, Nintendo has finally
announced the news that gamers
across the world have been wait-
ing for: a brand new “Pokemon”
game will be coming to the Nin-
tendo Switch in late 2019.

In a live Nintendo Direct video
on Wednesday morning, Feb. 27,
Nintendo revealed the first look at
two new games in the “Pokemon”
family: “Pokemon Sword”
“Pokemon Shield.” In the sev-
en-minute video, viewers received
a preview of what is to come in
the eighth generation (commonly
referred to as Gen 8) of the series
— a new map, three new starters
and animation like we have never
seen before.

While the new RPG (role-play-
ing game), “Sword” and “Shield,”
was announced for the Switch at
E3 2017, Wednesday’s Nintendo
Direct was the first mention of
any details from the video game
giant in two years.

“Sword” and “Shield” will be
the first mainline games to ap-
pear on any home console, fol-
lowing the launch of the side se-
ries, “Pokemon: Let’s Go,” which
were released on the Switch just
last year. Both Gen 8 games
will feature three-dimensional,
cel-shaded animation, giving the

and

An advertisement from Pokemon for its newest release:

PUBLIC DOMAIN
"Pokemon Sword" and

"Pokemon Shield." It will be released for the Nintendo Switch later this year.

games a look no previous game
has ever sported.

In the preview, Nintendo ex-
ecutives debuted the first map of
“Galar,” a new regionthat play-
ers can explore in “Sword” and
“Shield.” True to the game’s ele-
mental nature, the region features
multiple terrains for adventurers
to explore, including “an idyllic
countryside, contemporary cities,
thick forest, and craggy, snow-cov-
ered mountains,” according to the
Direct announcement. Some have
hypothesized that the region’s de-
sign was inspired by the UK.

Players will conquer each ter-
rain as they gather and train an
elite Pokemon team in order to
fight wild Pokemon, trainers and
gym leaders across the region in
an attempt “to be the very best.”

A new region is not all fans
can expect in the new game. A
new generation means all new
Pokemon, including the three
classic starters — grass, fire and
water. Nintendo revealed the
Gen 8 starters in a short anima-
tion during the live Direct video.

The first starter we are in-
troduced to is Scorbunny — a

fire-type rabbit Pokemon who
is “always running about, burst-
ing with energy.” The fire-starter
easily hopped into players’” hearts
with his sweet smile, round eyes
and little bandaged nose.

The second starter is Sobble, a
water-type lizard Pokemon. Sob-
ble is described as “a bit timid,”
but his anxious guise and wide,
teary eyes instantly cemented the
water-starter as a fan favorite.

Lastly, we meet Grookey, a
grass-type chimp Pokemon. He’s
a “mischievous Pokemon full of

boundless curiosity,” according

to the Direct release. Grookey’s
small, sweet design instantly won
fans over.

A few other well
Pokemon of previous generations

known

appeared in the gameplay trailer,
including” Lucario, Munchlax,
Tyranitar and Pikachu.

Throughout the two minute
trailer, we are given hints of sta-
dium-type Pokemon gyms, mys-
terious glyphs carved into stone
and hillsides, various city designs
across Galar and the familiar
sight of random Pokemon en-
counters in tall grass. The trailer
also provided a sneak peck of two
playable character designs.

Though little is known about the
starters, positive reactions to fanart
and designs of the Pokemon filled
the internet in just a few hours. With
three years between Gen 7 (“Pokemon
Sun and Moon”) and Gen 8, it is clear
that Pokemon fans are eager for a new
adventure to begin.

No clear release date has yet been
announced for “Pokemon Sword”
and “Pokemon Shield,” but the
games have been slated to release
in late 2019. Among two mainline
games, the continuing development
of “Pokemon GO” and the release of
the Detective Pikachu film later this
year, it is easy to say that both Nin-
tendo and Pokemon fans will be very

. busy this year.
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"RABIA"
By Cindy Mizaku
Contributing Writer

Alone and detached behind
the echoing walls of a hollow
house, Rosa, ‘a South Ameri-
can immigrant in Spain, has no

choice but to bear the work of
her wealthy boss, Sr. Torres, as

his housekeeper. Her precarious
life is intertwined with the life
of José Maria, a South American
immigrant working in construc-
tion, who hides out in the dusty
attic of the home Rosa tends to
and resides in.

“Rabia,” Spanish for “rage,” is
a Spanish film, directed by Se-
bastidn Cordero and released in
2009, that focuses on two Latin
American immigrants who were
once together, José Maria (Gus-
tavo Sinchez Parra) and Rosa
(Martina Garcia), to encapsulate
the unforgiving realities of immi-
grants in Spain. José Maria and
Rosa’s lives clash when José Ma-
ria accidentally kills his boss and
escapes the authorities by hiding
away in Sr. Torres’ house.

In honor of Women’s History
Month, the Africana studies and
Hispanic languages and litera-
ture departments at Stony Brook
University  invited  Michelle
Murray, an assistant professor of
Spanish at Vanderbilt University,
to speak about “Rabia” and how

un-

giving a  voice

to the

DESHAUN ROBINSON / THE STATESMAN

Assistant Professor of Spanish at Vanderbilt University Michelle Murray gives a
talk about the movie “Rabia,” a 2009 Spanish film directed by Sebastian Cordero.

it voices the alienation and invis-
ibility of immigrant women in
contemporary Spain.

“My whole argument about do-
mestic work is that you have these
people immigrate,” Murray  said.
“But they're never included. They’re
submerged into the population as
people who are marginalized.”

Rosas compassion and support
are in stark contrast with José Ma-
rias criminal anger coming from
being overworked and disrespected
as a Latin American immigrant. His

rage, which alludes to the name of the

film, consumes him as he dwindles
away, cooped up in an attic, where he
witnesses the abuse Rosa bears at the
hands of her privileged employers.

“The whole house is a microcosm
of the nation,” Murray said. “Immi-
grants are living in the shadows; im-
migrants are ignoring their own care
to take care of everybody else. There’s
a system that will kill you because im-
migration is the symbol of the poison
in the environment.”

As Murray spoke about how
the film reflects the disparity in
immigration, she engaged with

the student audience by raising
questions that revealed elusive
meanings behind the film.

One important attribute of
the film is that it utilizes stereo-
typical projections of immigrant
men and women to represent
José Maria and Rosa.

Murray said that in embodying
these roles, the film draws sympa-
thy for tireless domestic workers
like Rosa, whose strength persists
in the midst of submitting to the
demands of Sr. and Sra. Torres
and survivirg their son’s sexual

voiceless

assaults. José Maria’s “darkness,”
Murray said, is needed in “under-
standing the rage and the fury of
the oppressed.”

‘Immigrant  women,
who are- undocumented, work
60 to 70 hours a week and are
underpaid,” Dr. Tracey Walters,
chair of the department of Af-
ricana studies, said. “They don’t
have the opportunity to speak for
themselves because the work that
they do is not valued.”

some

“Rabia” speaks about the larger
alienating and economic strug-
gles South American immigrants
face in Spain, as well as other
parts of the world. Murray sheds
light on how the film highlights
that without citizenship, immi-
grants, especially women, have
no autonomy over their lives, but
do the dirty work of Spain’s pow-
erful upper class. Without mon-
ey or any kind of support, their
identities are essentially rendered
invisible and unimportant.

“There are a lot of parallels
between the movie and what is
going on in the U.S. with mi-
grant workers of color,” Crystal
Williams, a junior health science
major, said. “The invisibility
of their labor is something that
still impacts immigrants, like my
cousin, who works long hours as
a nanny.”

‘Captain Marvel: the first female lead Marvel film

By Alexander Bakirdan
Contributing Writer

“Caprain Marvel” is a must-see
movie that looks, feels and sounds
beautiful on the silver screen with
laughs and tension at all the right
moments. Don't stress though — I'm
going to keep this review as spoil-
er-free as humanly possible.

You would think after 10 long
years and 21 movies, the super-
hero fatigue would be starting to
set in, but Marvel knocks it out
of the park again, this time with
a badass superwoman from the
intergalactic space version of Seal
Team Six.

While' a very well-written
script and a delightful soundtrack
ended up being my favorite parts
of the movie, the acting done by
an incredible cast made the mov-
ie into the shining star it is.

Brie Larson nails the lead of Car-
ol Danvers, a.k.a. Captain Marvel,
bringing a power and energy to the
role that really impresses.

SEIZE
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Larson has a commanding screen
presence that demands you keep
your eyes glued to the screen for ev-
ery second lest you miss a moment
of it. Despite having no memories of
her past, Carol Danvers knows who
she is and kicks some serious alien
butt without ever wavering.

Her strength and wit play nice-
ly against the Nick Fury, played by
Samuel L. Jackson, we've all come
to know and love over the past 10
years of the Marvel Comics Uni-
verse (MCU) as the two fall into
what essentially becomes one of
the best sci-fi/buddy-cop films I've
seen in quite some time.

Those who have seen “Rogue
One: A Star Wars Story” might
not recognize Commander Kren-
nic (Ben Mendelsohn) as he’s had
a serious alien makeover; but,
rest assured, his acting chops
come through as he plays one of
the most complex and interest-
ing characters in the movie, the

Skrull General “Talos.”

GET AHEAD!

Take a Hunter
Summer Course:

development e for personal enrichment

EXPERIENCE NYC!

Lashana Lynch also managed to
tear at my heartstrings with her capti-
vating performance as Carol Danver’s
best friend Maria Rambeau, whose
moments on the screen will either
move you or confirm that your heart
is made of stone.

Yet somehow, despite all of this
excellent acting and a phenomenal
script, every one of these actors is
outshined by an orange cat named
Goose. Goose stole my heart the sec-
ond he appeared on the screen, be-
cause in a movie about Air Force pi-
lots, how could you not have a “Top
Gun” reference? /

But Goose wasn't done. Watching
Nick Fury, the soon to be fearsome
Director of S.H.LE.L.D., cuddle this
adorable feline as it followed him

‘around the movie was absolutely

delightful. Even better was watching
aliens act terrified of what Fury said
was just a common housecat.

Now it wouldnt be a Marvel
movie without Easter eggs hinting
at the future and referencing the

Live in Manhattan
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HUNTER (Y

“Watching Nick
Fury, the soon to be
fearsome Director of
S.H.ILE.L.D, cuddle
this adorable feline
as it followed him
around the movie
was absolutely
delightful.”

-Alexander Bakirdan

past of the MCU and oh boy, did
it have some Easter eggs.

I'm not going to just list them
out here, but I will say that I think
this movie had more Easter egg
moments crammed into it than
possibly any Marvel movie before
it. This makes a lot of sense when
you take into account the fact that
the movie was set in 1995, 13 years
before “The Incredible Hulk” and
“Iron Man” take place.

FILL=

POCKETS WITH

DOUGH.

Young Jackson and 90s fashion

included, the movie found plenty
of other ways to capitalize on the
fact that it was set in the mid 90s,
including dropping Larson through
the ceiling of a long extinct relic of
the past, Blockbuster Video.

-No Marvel movie would be
complete without a Stan Lee cam-
eo, but the tribute in this movie is
one that will truly warm hearts and
even had the entire audience in my
theater breaking into applause.

This movie, like that tribute,
felt right. It hit all the right notes
and never felt forced or rushed
and there was never a point in the
two hour and five minute runtime
that I felt like the movie dragged.
It kept me entertained and emo-
tionally invested throughout the
course of the movie and even had
audience members letting out loud
cheers at the crescendo of the story.

This movie will capture your at-
tention and hold onto it tight, mak-
ing every second worth your time.
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By Aaron San Jose
Contributing Writer

There’s been a lot of doom
and gloom about the death of
humanities in colleges over the
last couple of years. Obvious-
ly, Stony Brook is no exception
to the trend, but things are
about to get a lot worse in the
history department.

History professors Gary Mark-
er, Michael Barnhart and Iona
Man-Cheong, experts in Russia,
the World Wars and China re-
spectively, are all retiring next
year. Marker himself confirmed
he and his colleagues are the first
of an estimated eight professors
expected to retire from the de-
partment over the next two to
three years. With a school-wide
hiring freeze still in place, there
are currently no replacements
in sight.

I graduate in the fall. 'm not
going to be affected by this prob-
lem, but this loss hurts every his-
tory majors’ chance to learn from
knowledgeable scholars.

The history department is al-
ready lacking in qualified pro-
fessors. Its so egregious that
the department sent an email
out before the beginning of the
spring semester telling students
there aren’t enough classes to
satisfy the major’s European
concentration. All those affect-
ed were encouraged to study
under a different concentration
to graduate on time because
this problem is not going to be
remedied soon.

I have studied under Marker,
Barnhart and Man-Cheong and
the knowledge I've gained from
each of them is invaluable. The
study of history has always had
an information problem: there’s
too much of it. It’s a privilege

to have teachers who are experts
in their field but can also break
down all that information so it’s
easily digestible. A good profes-
sor is a good filter against biased
or poorly constructed historical
arguments; Marker, Barnhart
and Man-Cheong have been
those filters for me.

“It’s not just
history majors
who get

hurt by the
department’s
struggles;

it’s every
undergrad who
has a desire to
learn about the
past.”

-Aaron San Jose

It’s not just history majors
who get hurt by the department’s

struggles; it’s every undergrad

who has a desire to learn more
about the past. A passion for his-
tory exists across multiple disci-
plines, and I don’t see why any
undergrads should be denied the
same opportunities I had to learn
about the stories behind the
world we live in.

If history has taught me any-
thing, it’s that long-term think-
ers tend to solve problems before
they ever begin. I know Stony
Brook places a lot of emphasis

A weaker history department hurts us all

on its science, technology, engi-
neering and math (STEM) pro-
grams, but it’s also a state school,
and one of the most affordable
in New York. Students in every
discipline deserve the chance
to learn and succeed without
spending decades trying to pay
off debt. Weakened humanities
departments at state schools like
Stony Brook help push more and
more people without means away
from studying their passions.

The prevailing argument is
that history and humanities do
not build “useful” skill sets, nor
set students up for future success.
But when it comes to long-term
success and earnings, humanities
degrees are just as competitive as
STEM degrees, it’s just a slower
burn. A history degree like the
one I'm pursuing gives me op-
portunities in teaching, govern-
ment, public policy, urban plan-
ning and law; the list goes on.

A weaker history department
affects the whole school.

We have 26,254 students en-
rolled here, but just 237 major in

history as of fall 2018.

That’s about $1.6 million
worth ‘of tuition if we assume
for a moment they’re all in-state
students. Cut the department,
and you’ll undoubtedly fail to

draw as many new students into

the major.
Besides money, youre losing
people. How is a less diverse

campus a benefit? We're all better
people for the environment we've
surrounded ourselves with and
the different people we've had
the privilege to interact with.
I’ve grown and changed in ways I
never could have pictured since I
came to Stony Brook. If all that’s
left of the university are STEM
and business majors, we'll lose a
bit of our soul in thé process.
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Everybody should have the option to die with dignity if

By Danielle Arebalo

Contributing Writer

Julia Brancaccio died on Feb.
15 at 11:17 p.m. after a five-
month battle with End-Stage
Liver Disease (ESLD). She was
my grandmother and an integral
part of my daily life for the past
20-o0dd years.

In the months leading up to
her death, she endured a host of
health issues that are common-
place among 91-year-olds: urinary
tract infections (UTIs), diabetes,
depression and bedsores. As her
health  care proxy, my mother
was tasked with the unenviable
responsibility of answering some
of the most difficult questions
about my grandmother’s health
and well-being. If she stops eat-
ing, do you want the medical staff
to insert a feeding tube? If she
stops breathing, do you want her
to be put on a ventilator? Do you
want the medical staff to admin-
ister antibiotics if she develops
an infection?

Luckily, my grandmother had
already answered some of these
questions by signing a Do Not
Resuscitate (DNR) before her
cognitive abilities deteriorated.
Still, there were so many end-
of-life decisions that she had not
made. In the midst of confusing
medical jargon and stacks of Med-
icaid paperwork, one, thing be-
came increasingly clear to me: she
should have been given the right

e i i iy
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The exterior of Stony Brook University Hospital. The New York State Assembl
is debating passing a law that would give chronically ill patients the right to die.
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to end her life medically and die
with dignity.

American men and women are
living longer than ever before. The
average life expectancy for men
and women in the U.S. was 78.6
years in 2016. That being said,
rates of chronic illnesses are also
increasing across the country, put-
ting a new burden on long-term
care facilities.

Fhe *U.S:

Health and Human Services

Department of

estimates that more than two
thirds of people who reach
the age of 65 today will need
long-term care services at some
point. Those individuals have
roughly a 35 percent chance
of spending time in a nursing
home, which comes with its
own risk of depression from loss
of independence.

In cases like these, physician-as-
sisted dying can oftentimes be the
most compassionate option a per-

son has in the face of unremitting
physical and mental suffering.

As of this writing, six states
and Washington D.C. have en-
acted death with dignity stat-
utes, and more states, including
New York, are on their way to
passing their own laws. Out-
side of the U.S., right-to-die
legislation has been codified in
countries like Canada, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Luxembourg
and Colombia.

they so choose

Since the first American right-
to-die law was codified in Oregon
in 1997, 1,459 patients have died
ingesting the medications pre-
scribed under the act. The 249
Oregonians who received that
medication in 2018 cited reasons
like loss of autonomy, decreasing
ability to participate in activities
that made life enjoyable and loss
of dignity for pursuing death on
their own terms. Nearly 80 per-
cent were over 65; nearly 63 per-
cent had cancer.

One of the biggest concerns
people have over passing right-to-
die laws is the potential for abuse
of vulnerable patients. The U.S.
health care system values cost-effec-
tiveness, and some worry that right-
to-die legislation could be used as a
cost-containment strategy, especial-
ly in cases where individuals are suf-
fering from costly chronic illnesses.
But the states with right-to-die laws
have set up strict eligibility crite-
ria. Furthermore, in cases in which
physicians are unsure of a patient’s
motivations to die, they are referred
for psychiatric evaluation.

Right-to-die laws give compe-
tent adults the ability to decide
what happens to their bodies in the
face of old age and illnesses. When
patients are able to control when
and how they die, their family and
friends are given the opportuni-
ty to say their goodbyes on their
own terms. We should all the right
to leave this life with dignity if we
so choose.

New York's medical marijuana program needs to be more accessible

By Georgia Papadakis
Contributing Writer

This year, New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo started directing efforts to
legalize recreational marijuana use
in the state. This expansion from
current state laws around medical
marijuana has been justified with
projections that new taxes could gen-
eration around $300 million in reve-
nue, which could be used for things
like public works projects, opiate ad-
diction treatment and substance-use
prevention education programs.

The push toward legalizing mar-
ijuana illustrates society’s growing
acceptance of the drug. But most de-
bates over legalizing cannabis miss a
crucial point. While the debate over
recreational marijuana use persists,
getting medical marijuana to patients
who need it is still often difficult.

Medical marijuana use is legal in
New York State in cases where pa-
tients have debilitating or life-threat-
ening conditions. But there are still
too many hurdles for sick patients to
overcome before they get access.

First, a qualified physician has to
diagnose them with one of the requi-
site conditions, such as cancer, HIV,
Parkinson’s disease or ALS. But many
doctors are still reluctant to recom-
mend medical marijuana due to the
legal risk of recommending a drug
that is still outlawed at a federal level.
It is not a prescription drug, so it can
only be recommended.

Fortunately, Senate Bill S$2405
opened the door for online compa-
nies like NuggMD to offer physician
services over the internet and allow
for patients to apply for a medical

marijuana card online.

The cost of getting the physi-
cian online certification ($149)
and medical marijuana ($50) card,
however, is still a hurdle for many
prospective users.

While advancements in technolo-
gy help to reduce the barriers to ac-
cess, few patients are aware of these
services, especially the elderly, who
may not be technologically profi-
cient. Most medical marijuana users
in New York are between 50 and 70
years old, and technological issues, as
well as questions over the program’s
legitimacy, harm patient trust in
online services.

Once a patient receives their
medical marijuana card, there is still
the cost of obtaining the marijuana.
Medical marijuana can cost up-
wards of $100 a month depending
on the type and quality of the prod-
uct. Insurance plans do not cover
medical marijuana, despite the fact
that for many patients, it can be
a safer alternative to prescription
drugs with significant side effects

.and withdrawal symptoms.

There is also a shortage of dis-
pensaries that can offer medical
marijuana, which could further
stalwart severely sick potential us-

o

ers who have a hard time travelling
significant distances.

The challenge is compounded
by the fact that when it comes to
payment, once again federal laws
are working against the patent.
Dispensaries usually cannot take
credit or debit cards because the
banks are federally insured. This is a
cash-only transaction. :

Kudos to New York State for get-
ting the ball rolling by making medi-
cal marijuana legal and establishing a
process to obtain it through dispen-
saries. But accessibility is still being
stymied at the federal ‘level, where

o

marijuana is still recognized as a con-
trolled substance with heavy criminal
penalties, where doctors cannot pre-
scribe it under federal law and where
distributors are unable to obtain basic
business bank accounts that would
allow them to conduct business.
Because of these hurdles, we are
asking sick, elderly, immobile and
often terminally ill patients to go
through a series of complicated pro-
cesses just to get the chance to relieve
their pain. Until there is change at
the federal level, access may contin-
ue to be limited for those who need

it most. :

: STATESMF@
Marijuana coming out of a container. Medical marijuana use is legal in New York State in cases where patients
have debilitating or life-threatening conditions whose symptoms could potentially be alleviated with the drug.
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Tennis rolls for seventh straight victory, sweeps Cornell and Niagara

By Jason Brancato
Staff Writer

The Stony Brook women’s
tennis team continued its win-
ning ways with a weekend sweep
of Cornell and Niagara. The
team defeated Cornell by a score
of 5-2 on Saturday and and then
shut out Niagara in a 7-0 rout.

These wins put the team on a
seven-game win streak with an
8-1 record overall, making them
one of the prime spring teams to
watch. The win on Saturday was
the first time in program histo-
ry that the women’s team took
down Cornell.

“This was a terrific result for
the squad,” head coach Gary
Glassman in a press release said.
“As always, the doubles point
loomed large, and the ladies did
a great job of keeping their poise
and intensity throughout the
match. Cornell is a tough squad
and competed hard at every spot.
It was the first time in school
history that we’ve ever beaten
them, and I'm super proud of
this team.”

Freshman Jamie Wei and
sophomore Nolwenn Cardoso
led the crucial doubles matchups
with a 6-0 win. Sophomore Sa-
sha Bekirova and freshman Eliza-
beth Pam won the other doubles
matchup as well by a final of
6-2. Wei and Cardoso both won
their singles matches as well,
while Pam and Bekirova fell in
singles competition.

The Seawolves have been domi-
nating teams on the road through-

out this season, going 3-0 this past
weekend as well. They defeated
UConn on Friday, March 1 4-3,
Fairfield on Saturday, March 2
5-1 and Sacred Heart on Sunday,
March 3 4-0.

But nothing was more com-

manding than the 7-0 win over

Niagara on Sunday, March 10.
The team won both doubles
matches and all six of its singles
matches. The Seawolves only lost
two sets in all the matches played
against the Purple Eagles.

“We did a good job of closing

out the weekend today,” Glassman

said in a press release. It’s been a
long stretch of matches and trav-
el and I'm very proud of how the
squad has kept their intensity and
focus throughout.”

The Seawolves will finish their
long series of away matches and

head up north to Rhode Island

to take on Brown and Providence
next weekend. The team’s 8-1
overall record puts them on pace
to have their best season since
2014 and have included victo-
ries over Army, Lehigh and St.
Bonaventure. The team has only

lost to NJIT.

VLAD SKINGER/ WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Stony Brook Women's Tennis defeated Cornell and Niagra over the weekend to improve its record to

8-1 on the season so far. The team’s overall record puts it on pace to have its best season since 2014.

——
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Pickel Jr's game-winner propels Men's Lacrosse over Bryant

By Kenneth Fermin
Assistant Sports Editor

Stony Brook Men’s Lacrosse
needed one final offensive push
to overcome the Bryant Bulldogs
with 1:17 remaining in an 8-8 tie
game. The Seawolves executed a
calculated play which saw junior
attacker Connor Grippe sneak
inside the Bulldogs defense for
the wide open scoring attempt.
However, freshman goalkeeper
Luke Caracciolo read the play
perfectly and blocked the shot,
keeping the score tied.

Instead of bouncing out
of play, the ball was scooped
up by junior attacker Chris
Pickel Jr.

“We drew up a play for me to
go-up the left alley,” Pickel Jr.
said. “I was going to feed it to
[sophomore attacker Jack Walsh]

and Walsh is our best feeder and.

he was going to feed it to some-
one. Connor took a shot, it went
off the goalie’s shoulder, and I
saw the cage and it was just me
and the goalie so I shot my shot
and it was nothing but net.”
Pickel Jr’s blast connected with
nothing but net and gave Stony
Brook the go-ahead goal with
16 seconds remaining. The Sea-
wolves held on to the victory for

the first home win between ei-
ther lacrosse program this season,
and finish their ‘preseason’ with a
.500 record.

“It was a great team win for
our guys especially coming off
the gut wrenching loss on Tues-
day, [March 5],” head coach Jim
Nagle said. “We came out of the
‘preseason’, 3-3, with a lot of les-
sons learned and I think we are
real optimistic moving to league
season. Bryant was a very well
coached, gritty team and I think
our guys were up to the challenge
today.” ;

Stony Brook gained its larg-
est lead of the afternoon, 8-5,
in the third quarter, but Bryant
chipped the deficit away off the
goal by redshirt-freshman mid-
fielder Nick Beeson with three
seconds remaining.The Bulldogs
benefited from compact defense
with a clear that produced a goal
by junior attacker Jameson But-
tafuocco.

The battle in the net often fa-
vored the goalkeepers as Caracci-
olo and junior Michael Bollinger

successfully put their bodies in

the line of five. Caracciolo fin-
ished the afternoon with 16

saves, earning at least 15 in four °

of his first five collegiate games.
Bollingeralso gained a career-high

16 and concluded the contest
with a season-high 67 percent
save percentage.

Pickel Jr. led the game with
two goals alongside freshman
midfielder Layton Harrell. The
junior’s first goal cut Bryant’s lead
down to 4-2, midway through
the second quarter and sparked a

four-point run capped by Harrell.
The team turned to the freshman
often offensively as he finished
with a career-high seven shots.

“I think leading the team really
just relies on staying composed and
staying tough,” Harrell said. “Com-
ing together and not being selfish,
everything comes together at the end

as long as you stay composed. Ev-
erybody is going to get theres, [we]
just gotta stay unselfish and play our
game.”

Stony Brook will begin a three-
game series in America Fast action,
starting out against Hartford in West
Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday,
March 16 at 1 p.m.

SARA RUBERG/THE STATESMAN
Junior attacker Chris Pickel Jr. in a game against Marist. He led the team with two

goals alongside freshman midfielder Layton Harrell in a game against Bryant.

No. 2 Men's Basketball upset by No. 7 Binghamton in AE Quarterfinals

Sophomore guard Elijah Olaniyi
Binghamton on March 10. Olaniyi finished the matchup with 27 points.

EMMA HARRIS / THE STATESMAN

dribbles the ball in a matchup against

By Gregory Zarb
Managing Editor

Senior guard Jaron Cornish
wore his emotions on his sleeve
when his layup counted and
drew a foul as well with 32.4
seconds left in the game. The
crowd at Island Federal Cred-
it Union Arena erupted as the

No. 2-ranked Stony Brook men’s
basketball team was
ing a 24-point deficit, and Cor-
nish’s upcoming free-throw at-
tempt could have trimmed the
lead against No. 7 Binghamton
to one.

However, the foul (was reviewed
by the officials, and ultimately,

the basket was waived off.

overcom-

ot contled piek i g on e way tocliss.
bk sonsebimwes Hiat's just too much effot

Find us online at
isbstatesman.com

Tre Staressaan

“I think that’s the first time all
year that our monitors have actually
worked and the call was actually re-
versed,” head coach Jeff Boals said.
“Its one of the most difficult calls
in college basketball, a block/charge.
The way the game was going, you
wouldve thought it was going to
go the other way. Disappointed we
didn’t get it.”

The call essentially took the wind
out of the Seawolves sails, as they
were unable to cut the lead anymore
and the Bearcats pulled away in the
final 30 seconds to upset them 78-72
Saturday night.

Sophomore =~ forward Elijah
Olayini led all scorers with 27
points, while Cornish and red-
shirt-junior forward Akwasi Ye-

boah each chipped in 13 points.

. Yeboah was unable to find a

thythm all game, = struggling
with his three-point shot and
was failed to keep himself out of
foul trouble. :

Meanwhile, the Seawolves strug-
gled to find their shooting form, es-
pecially from three. Olayini and Ye-
boah combined to go 2-14 from deep
and the team only made six of its 23
attempts. The first half truly showed
their offensive struggles, as they only
made eight total shots and were down
18 entering halftime. :
~ “I think it was a combination of
everything,” Boals said about the first
half struggles. “They were the aggres-
sors right out of the gate. Theyre a
team where half their shots are threes,
so if they’re hitting shots early, they get
confidence. The first war was 9-9, the
second war we lost and the third war
we lost. Once you do that, you give
them confidence.”

The Bearcats came out from the

break still hot, pushing the lead to

24 with 16:21 left in the second half.
When it seemed all but over, back-to-
back threes from Cornish and Olay-
ini got the crowd right back into the
game and the comeback started.

Late free-throw struggles for
Binghamton gave Stony Brook even
more chances to complete, a thing
this team was known for numerous
times this season. Cornish’s layup was
waived off after nearly a 10 minute
review, and Stony Brook never scored

again until freshman guard Miles La-
timer hit a shot at the buzzer.
“Fight Olayini said about
the team’s message. “We came
out in the second half with the
mentality to fight. We've been
in this situation before, just

wasn't enough.”

The senior leaves the program af-
ter scoring 508 total points in his two
years as a transfer. He recorded 185
assists and grabbed 188 rebounds
as well. He scored a career-high
30 points against UAlbany earlier
this season. :

“Just playing as a team, play-
ing. as one” Cornish said
about what he was proud of
this season.

Stony Brook's season ends
with a 24-8 overall record. Cor-
nish is the lone graduate, so a
majority of the players from this
years team should be returning
next season.
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