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Demonstrators march on campus in the Disability March Protest on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2019. The march was organized by the Disability Rights Coalition. 

Students 
protest ADA 

violations 
By Mike Adams 
Opinions Editor 

With the aid of a black cane, junior 

business major Naji Nizam moved 

steadily toward President Samuel L. 

Stanley Jr.s office. On his way into 

the building, one of the handicap-ac­

cessible doors leading inside started 

to close on top of him while he head­

ed through the entrance. 

"This is exacdy what we're talking 

about," Nizam, who was born with a 

rare neuromuscular condition, said. 

For Nizam, navigating academic 

life comes with an extra set of chal­

lenges. He moves more slowly than 

his able-bodied peers and has slipped 

on ice getting back to his car in a 

handicapped parking spot more than 

once. There have been occasions, 

particularly in poor weather, where 

Nizam has decided it's easier to avoid 

class entirely rather than park in the 

back of a lot or use a ride service he 

considers humiliating. 

Nizam, along with around 80 
other students and campus activ­
ists, gathered on Wednesday after­
noon for a march to demand bet­

ter accommodations for students 

with disabilities. 

The march was organized by the 

Disability Rights Coalition (DRC), 

an impromptu alliance of campus ac­

tivists led by Nizam and former Peer 

Gov. Cuomo 
By Rebecca Liebson 
News Editor 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

said the recendy passed state budget 

will include $18.6 billion for Long 

Island, the largest investment the re­

gion has ever received. Cuomo visited 

Stony Brook University on Thursday, 

April 11 to discuss how the money 

will be spent. 

About a third of the funding will 

go toward the Long Island Rail Road 

(LIRR), with $6.6 billion set aside 

for various projects including $2.6 

billion to build a third track. Cuomo 

also pledged to expedite construction 

on the long-delayed East Side Access 

project which would connect the 

LIRR to Grand Central Terminal. 

"This was announced by May­

or Lindsay and Governor Nelson 

Rockefeller and we're going to finish 

this if I have to go down there with a 

shovel myself," he said. 

Much of Cuomo's speech focused 

on the burden Long Islanders face 

due to heavy taxation. Fie criticized 

the Republican-led federal tax re-

Mental Health Alliance (PMFiA) 

president and Stony Brook alumna 

Allilsa Fernandez and co-sponsored 

by the Graduate Student Employees 
Union (GSEU). 

"No matter the form of disabili­

ty, Stony Brook is coming up short 

in providing students with proper 
accommodations to pursue their 
education and interests,' current 
PMHA president and junior psy­

chology Alexandra Sindo said at the 

start of the march. "Students are 

missing classes, ending up home­

less, going hungry, losing scholar­

ships or coming out of Stony Brook 

University feeling worse than they 

forms for placing limits on state and 

local tax (SALT) deductions. 

"What they did with SALT, end­

ing the state and local tax deduct­

ibility, will cost Long Islanders $2.2 

billion," he said. 

Cuomo said he hopes the 2% 

property tax cap, which was made 

permanent in New York this year, 

will help make up for some of 

those losses. "Making [the tax cap] 

permanent over the next 10 years, 

typical residents in Nassau will save 

$70,000. Typical residents in Suffolk 

— $58,000," he said. "That is real 

money for a middle class family. And 

we want them to know that they can 

bank on that surety and they have 

that confidence to stay with us on 

Long Island." 

He went on to oudine sever­

al infrastructure projects aimed at 

stimulating the local economy, in­

cluding $10 million for downtown 

revitalization, $131 million for the 

Nassau Hub and $55 million for the 

Ronkonkoma Hub. 

Turning briefly to the topic of re­

search and education, Cuomo said 

already do. We cannot in good con­

science allow this to continue." 

Stony Brook's accessibility issues 

violate both the Americans with Dis­

abilities Act (ADA) and its own poli­

cies, Fernandez said. 

"Under Stony Brooks own poli­
cies, P517, which is under ADA law 
section 504, states that it must be said 
in all brochures, clearly, that there's 
accommodations," Fernandez said. 

"Currendy, if you look at all major 

events, including ceremonies, we do 

not have that written. How can peo­

ple with disabilities attend these ma­

jor events if they don't know where 

to turn?" 

Stony Brook —- along with several 

other universities in the area — 

could help make Long Island into 

the next Silicon Valley. The new 

budget includes numerous invest­

ments into the so-called "research 

triangle," including $75 million to 

construct the Institute for Discov­

ery and Innovation in Medicine & 

Engineering at SBU. 

"We have the academic universi­

ties and we are going to make the 

bridge to the commercial market," 

he said. 

Stony Brook will also receive $4 

million to develop a shellfish hatch­

ery, as part of the state's efforts to 

promote clean water in the area. The 

shellfish produced there will be used 

to help restore contaminated bodies 

of water back to a natural state. 

Other environmental initiatives 

highlighted by the governor in­

clude $1.5 million to build a clean 

energy, food waste recycling facili­

ty in Yaphank and $100 million to 

clean up superfund sites across the 

state such as the Grumman Plume 

in Bethpage. 

Megaphone in hand, Fernan­

dez led those gathered in a series of 

chants, including "Stony Brook, re­

spect the ADA," and "the students, 

united, will never be defeated." 

As the demonstration died 

down, two of the march's orga­

nizers, Nizam and Stony Brook 
alumna and CUNY master's of 
public health student Jacque­
line Albin, made their way into 

the Administration Building 

to try and speak directly with 

President Stanley. 

Continued on page 5 

Cuomo closed his speech by tout­

ing his efforts to decrease spending. 

Over the past nine years he has in­

creased annual spending by 1.5%, 

the lowest increase in state history. 

Cuomo compared his philosophy on 

spending to his grandfather's wisdom 

about weight loss. 

"He used to say 'You want to lose 

weight? Close your mouth.' You want 

to reduce taxes? Reduce spending. It 

is that simple." 
Audience member Veronica Mi-

lano, who works for the government 

and community relations depart­

ment at Stony Brook, said that she 

learned a lot from Cuomo's speech. 

"I really liked what he had to say, 

especially the different environmental 

reforms, I'm totally behind him on 

that," she said. "Overall I'm excited 

to see the progress on Long Island." 

Not everyone was as enthusi­

astic about Cuomo's visit. Gath­

ered outside the Student Activities 

Center (SAC), where the event 

was held, a group of around 15 

protestors from the Long Island 

Immigrant Student Advocates 

UUP waits 

for election 

results 
By Gary Ghayrat 
Assistant News Editor 

Elections for United University 

Professions (UUP), the union repre­

senting SUNY professors, concluded 

on Wednesday, April 10. Once the 

ballots are counted, the union will 

announce who will represent faculty 

and other professionals across SUNY 

campuses on April 19. 

For years, UUP elections on the 

Stony Brook campus have been fairly 

uncompetitive. But this time around, 

a group of candidates called the Coa­

lition for Union Reform & Democra­

cy emerged to shake things up. 

"A few of the younger profession­

al staff and faculty approached me 

to say, 'What can we do to change 

things here?"' Edward Quinn, who 

ran against the current president, 

said. "They didn't feel that the chapter 

leadership was effective." 

The coalition website says it sees 

the current chapter taking "a Ser­
vice Union Approach" where its 
primary goal is to maintain "a good 
relationship with the administra­
tion." Instead, the coalition wants 
to run the union with an "organiz­

ing union approach" and defend 

union members. 

Continued on page 5 

(LIISA) club chanted "Keep your 

promise Cuomo!" 

The protestors were there as part 

of the Green Light campaign — a 

movement aimed at passing legisla­

tion that would allow undocument­

ed immigrants to get driver's licens­

es. The protestors said that Cuomo 

voiced support for this idea during 

the primaries, but has not acted on 

it since. 
"People need their driver's licens­

es to get to take their kids to school, 

to go to the hospital, to get grocer­

ies without being in fear of being 

deported, separated," Kelynn Alder, 

a St. James resident who joined the 

protest, said. "It's a human concern." 

LIISA member and senior ap­

plied mathematics and statistics 

major, David Clark, said that the 

group originally planned to do a si­

lent protest inside the venue, but they 

were shut down by campus police. 

"If nothing else, I think that we 

made a statement today that we ex­

pect [Cuomo] to keep his promise," 

Clark said. "Hopefully he could hear 

us from all the way in the SAC." 

'J Sports 

•J Men's Lacrosse vic­
torious on the road. 

JJjj™ Seawolves defeat UMass 
I Lowell 15-12. 
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Brookfest lights up 
the IFCU Arena. 
A$AP Ferg, Amin6 and Lil 
Skies took the stage. 
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Shooter training is 
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While well intentioned, sur­
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The future of technology is in his hands. 
Teach him how to build it. 

At Success Academy, you'll teach today's technology to tomorrow's 
innovators—and help build the future of public education. 

Are you ready for a career that makes a difference? 

Apply to become a teacher at SuccessCareers.org 
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New coalition campaigns in union election Accessibility advocates march 

Continued from page 1 

"We pledge to build a union cul­

ture on campus where members feel 

heard, appreciated, and empowered," 

the website read. 

The current UUP president, 

Kevin Moriarty, who is running 

for a re-election told The Statesman 
he isn't taking any interviews at 

this time. 

Current Vice President for Aca­

demics who is running for a re-elec-

tion, Fred Walter, said it is good to see 

more people wanting to get involved 

with the union. He said some of the 

goals the coalition proposed are the 

ones the current union has been try­

ing to achieve. 

"We fully agree with what they 

want to do," Walter said. "Where 

they claim we are not reacting to 

what's happening, they don't real­

ize that we work behind the scenes. 

You cannot work overtly with 

this administration." 

Walter said as public employees 

of the state of New York, union 

members are constrained by the 

Taylor Law, which prevents them 

from striking. 

"There's a limited range of things 

we can do," Walter said. "We're basi­

cally a bargaining unit." 

Eugene Hammond, who is run­

ning against Walter for VP for Aca­

demics, said that administrative deci­

sions. that were made in the past few 

years, such as the suspension of the 

adjuncts, motivated people to take 

part in the coalition. 

"I'd like to be part of that push to 

try to get the focus back on student 

education, transparency in decisions 

about student education and trans­

parencies about the [school] budget," 

Hammond said. 

The university has been operating 

under a hiring freeze since March of 

last year, citing budgetary constraints 

that have been questioned by a recent 

independent report funded by mem­

bers of the University Senate. Presi­

dent Samuel L Stanley Jr. doubled 

down on the claim that the school 

has a budget deficit in his most recent 

budget message sent to students, fac­

ulty and staff. 

Walter said the budget is not 

a union issue — it's a University 

Senate issue. 

"One of the things I do as VP for 

Academics is I work with the Senate," 

Walter said. "I'm sort of the informal 

liaison with the Senate, and the Sen­

ate has been pushing this, and they 

have the full support of the union." 

Although the Senate is more 

concerned with governance while 

the union is more focused on terms 

and conditions of employment, 

Quinn said the two bodies should 

work together to put more pressure 

on the administration. 
"Nobody's questioning about the 

cuts, about the budget, [asking] why 

is this happening — that's something 

that the union should be questioning 

along with the Senate," Quinn said. 

would push the president a little 

bit more." 

The faculty employment contracts 

are negotiated statewide in Albany, 

and last year, the union got its ret­

roactive contract after SUNY-wide 

union marches and two years after 

the previous one expired. 

"It's politics," Walter said. "I fear 

that the coalition is going in with 

a lot of exuberance, a lot of enthu­

siasm, and they have no idea how 

to play the game. And it's going to 
hurt them." 

Any interest in the affairs of the 

union was hard to find on campus. 

The Statesman asked more than a 

dozen professors and union members 

about their thoughts on this year's 

election. All refused to comment, 

most of them saying they weren't 

knowledgeable about the candidates, 

the union or both. 

Quinn said one of his union goals, 

if he were to win the race, would be 

to involve the Stony Brook South­

ampton campus more. 

"I went and visited the campus, 

and they didn't know and had no 

clue that there was any kind of union 

collection going on," Quinn said. 

The coalition tried to involve 

a diverse group of candidates and 

did as much campaigning as the 

could in the time* they've had, 

Quinn said. He said the coalition 

will continue to exist as an inde­

pendent group of people to pro­

vide feedback around campus. 

"After the election, this coalition 

Continuedfrom page*l 
Albin was present to represent 

the DRC's students with mental 

health issues. She was diagnosed 

with schizoaffective disorder and 

post traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD) at the end of high school. 

Two months into her undergrad­

uate career at Stony Brook, after 

being placed on medical leave and 

taken to the hospital, the school 

sent her a letter she said exacerbat­

ed her troubles. 

"While I was still in the hos­

pital, I received a letter from the 

university saying I had violated 

the code of conduct, to have 

somebody remove everything 

from my dorm within 48 hours. 

I was not allowed on campus, 

not allowed to set foot on cam­

pus and I was suspended from 

all classes." 

While she was ultimately able 

to return to Stony Brook, Al­

bin felt some of her classmates 

feared disclosing their struggles 

with mental illness after hearing 

stories similar to her's, and the 

campus's ADA committee has 

failed to properly accommodate 

students with invisible disorders. 

"People hear stories, 'Oh, if 

you seek help you'll get kicked 

out of school,' ...•When we tried 

to bring up all the mental health 

policies and interim suspension 

problems, they kept saying this 

is not what the ADA committee 

tal health disabilities are under 

the ADA." 

When Albin and Nizam arrived 

at the entrance to President Stan­

ley's office, they were met by five 

university police officers. The of­

ficers explained they were unsure 

how many students would try to 

enter the office and prepared to 

face a mass of protesters clogging 

the halls similar to the March for 

Humanities two years prior. 

After a few moments, Assistant 

Dean of Students Jeffrey Barnett 

came to speak with Nizam about 

the issues he wanted to discuss. 

He was joined by Interim Chief 

Diversity Officer and Assistant 

Dean for Multicultural Affairs 

Jarvis Watson shortly afterward, 

who then spoke with Albin. 

The pair left the hallway around 

20 minutes later, both agreeing 

the experience went well. 

"It was a three-hour trip to 

get here but I'd do it [again] in a 

heartbeat," Albin said. 

Nizam walked away feeling 

the DRC was able to make sub­

stantial progress through the 

demonstration, and Barnett and 

Watson would be valuable allies 

for their cause. 

"You can tell right off the bat 

when someone genuinely cares 

and when they're giving you 

lip service," Nizam said. "What 

I took away from my discus­

sion with Jeff Barnett and Dr. 

Watson, they seem genuinely 

theatre arts major and firing of writ- "People wanted to see more of that is not going away," Quinn said. 

ing and foreign language program collaboration to happen because it "It's going to continue." 
•s- * mm' jgaacnfe, v 

is for, even though the commit- concerned in 
tee is for all disabilities and men- demonstrating 

the issues we're 
about." 

SUMMER SESSION 
IN  NEW YORK CITY *  

LEHMAN 
C O L L E G E  



ARTS & CULTURE 
Building on first L.I. LGBT affordable housing begins 
By Caitlvn McDuffee and 
Augustus Fei 
Contributing Writer 

At 34 Park Ave in Bay Shore, New 

York, a brick exterior wall hides a tur­

quoise room with a disco ball hang­

ing from the ceiling. Inside, 30 peo­

ple are saying goodbye to the place 

that gave them shelter for 16 years. 

"This building has been the lifeline 

for so many," Samantha Kutcher, a 

member of the LGBT Network, said. 

A rainbow flag made of wood panels 

hangs on the wall behind her and a 

sign that reads, "Farewell (for now) 

Bay Shore Center" anticipates a mo­

ment that has been in the making for 

two years. 

On Friday, March 22, members of 

the LGBT Network, a social services 

organization serving the LGBT com­

munity of Long Island and Queens, 

hosted a party to say goodbye to 

one of its centers. Before closing last 

week, the center was a location where 

at least 1,000 people a month went 

for HIV testing and attended social 

events for empowerment and sup­

port. 

The 16-year-old structure is 

being torn down this April to 

make room for 75 units of bud­

get-friendly residential proper­

ties, which will be built by The 

D&F Development Crew and 

expected to be ready for use by 

May 2020. 

CAITLYN MCDUFFEE/COURTESY OF THE OSPREY 

Members of the LGBT Network saying goodbye to their building 
and home. The center was used for social events and HIV testing. 

"The housing is just geared to­

ward LGBT friendly people and al­

lies," Lauren Corcoran-Doolin, vice 

president for external affairs for the 

LGBT Network, said. "Anyone can 

apply for housing there, but it would 

be well known that the housing is 

very accepting of the LGBT com­
munity, which would probably drive 
away people who didn't support [the 
community] to begin with," Corcor­

an-Doolin said. 

"It's so difficult for a lot of trans 

people even though we have pro­

tections to get affordable housing," 

Kutcher said. "The housing here that 

they will have available will be a bless­

ing to so many. It will be a clean place 

to live, a safe place to live, and they 

will be able to congregate with their 

own community." 

Attorney Paul Millus however, be­

lieves that the standard will be impos­

sible to regulate. 

"LGBT friendly is not a statutory 

term, you cant really define it. How 

friendly do you need to be to be 

LGBT friendly," Millus said. "Sexu­

al orientation can not be a standard 

by which someone gets housing or 

doesn't get housing in the state of 

New York." 

Board members at the Town of 

Islip voted unanimously in favor of 

the project in September 2017. The 

rent for a unit in the new building 

is expected to range from $1,000 to 

$1,600 a month per unit. The aver­

age price for renting an apartment in 

Bay Shore is around $1,715 accord­

ing to RentCafe, an online listing ser­

vice for finding living rentals. 

"We are going to be back here in 

two years, but where we are going we 

will be able to grow even more," Pres­

ident and Chief Executive Officer of 

the-LGBT Network, David Kilmni-

ck, said with tears in his eyes. "We are 

going to be able to grow even stron­

ger as a community." 

Several homeowners on the block 

have already expressed they are wel­

coming of the new project. 

"There are few vacant buildings 

around here, anything that is going 

to bring more people and make this 

street more of a community is a good 

thing," Justin Haus, a resident who 
lives across from the center, said. "I 

don't have any problem with how the 

building will be LGBT friendly, who­

ever it is, they will be here and apart 

of the neighborhood." 

The Bay Shore center was first 

opened in 2002, but the network 

has existed since 1993 under the 

Long Island Gay and Lesbian 
Youth (LIGALY). 

"Six years ago I came out as male to 

female transgender and I didn't really 

have anyone to turn to. I found this 

beautiful place. I will be sad that [the 

center] is leaving Bay Shore for now," 

Emily Iannielli, a member, said. 

A new center will be built in 

Hauppauge and is expected to be 

four times larger. 

Republished from The Osprey. 

Brookfest 2019's main acts turn uo with students 
was also honored that night. "In 

one two three, say 'Rest In Peace 

A$AP Yams'" A$AP Ferg yelled. 

A$AP Ferg performed a mix 

of his songs trailing back to his 

popular 2013 song "Shabba" 

from the album "Trap Lord." 

His mix included "Plain Jane," 

"New Level" and "Trap and a 

Dream." He sprayed the crowd 

with water after asking if they've 

ever been to one of his shows and 

if not, then they were in for a 

big surprise. 

After a few songs, he left the 

stage to sing with the fans in 

the stands area. The mosh pits, 

memorable performances and 

close interactions with the artists 

made this an enjoyable Brookfest 

for the students, who kept jump­

ing along with the rappers and 

singing along to their songs. 

As rap artists continue climbing 

the charts and new artists emerge 

from popular streaming platforms 

such as Soundcloud and Spotify 

every day, fans are stuck trying 

to play catch-up and know who's 

who. It's impossible not to appre­

ciate the wave of rap artists and 

how quickly the genre has expand­

ed, even for those students who 

didn't particularly know who Lil 

Skies, Amine or A$AP Ferg were 

before the concert. 

"My favorite performance of 

the night was Lil Skies — that 

was my only reason for going," 

Ricardo Gonzales, a senior biolo­

gy major, said. "The most popular 

genre right now is hip-hop and 

rap so other than that you won't 

really see any pop bands or rock 

bands coming anytime soon." 

By Evelyn Mercedes 
Contributing Writer 

For the first time ever, the 

Undergraduate Student Govern­

ment (USG) opened an online 

ticketing system that gave stu­

dents the option of purchasing 

tickets without visiting the SAC 

ticket office. There was also the 

opportunity to win a Brookfest 

VIP experience guaranteeing six 

students and their guests suite 

access and a swag bag brought by 

Metro byT-Mobile. 

In an effort to further motivate 

students, alumni and their guests 

to buy tickets for Brookfest, USG 

members held different times 

throughout the week to give away 

T-shirts to those with tickets. 

Before doors opened at 6:30 

p.m., a line of enthusiastic fans 

emerged from all over campus. 

When early attendees were 

asked about the choice of line­

up, some weren't too familiar 

with the artists. 

"Personally, I'm not into rap 

music but I am looking forward 

to it," Maha Noor, a senior health 

science major, said. "This is my 

first Brookfest in all of my time 

here. My friends told me about it 

and I was like 'Why not? It should 

be a good experience.'" 
Recent Stony Brook graduate 

and DJ for the night, Sana Fu-

jimura, warmed up the crowd 

with a variety of mixes that kept 

everyone moving in between 

the main performer's sets. After 

DJing for past events such as 
Wolfieland and Roth Regatta, 

she performed for the first time 

on the Brookfest stage. 

Rapper Amine during his Brookfest performance in the Island Federal Credit Union 
Stadium on Thursday, April 10. Amine and rapper Lil Skies opened for ASAP Ferg. 

"USG asked me to open for 

Brookfest this time and I thought 

it might be cool to go back to 

Stony for a night," Fujimura said. 

"I kind of wanted to bring out 

my taste, so I tested the waters 

with old school hip hop/classic 
house/afrobeats instead of what I 

usually play at Stony Brook." 

Once Lil Skies set foot on 

stage, the energy in the entire are­

na skyrocketed. Fans matched his 

spirit as he jumped from one side 

to the other while also leaving the 

stage to get up close and personal 
with those behind the barricades. 

In the middle of his set, he took 

a moment to autograph a hand-

drawn picture junior health sci­

ence major Fawaad Javaid had 

with him in the front row. 

"I was just filled with joy be­

cause I wasn't sure they'd actually 

sign it," Javaid said. "I didn't know 

that they'd give it to A$AP Ferg 

too. I'm still processing all this." 

Lil Skies played popular tracks 

including "i," "Nowadays" and 

"Stop The Madness" from his most 

recent releases "Shelby" and "Life 

of a Dark Rose." He also stopped 

to share some motivation and 

speak about his college experience. 

"I went to college and eventual­

ly dropped out," Lil Skies began. 

"Not trying to tell you to drop 

out to follow your dreams. Keep 

doing your thing and I promise 

you, your dreams will come true." 

Amine echoed Lil Skies' advice 

later on in the night: "Do what you 

gotta do to fulfill your dreams. Get 

that degree if you have to." 

To start his set, he emphasized 

how everyone should feel beau­

tiful. "I want you to feel beauti­

ful," he said. "When I say 'You're 

beautiful,' yell back 'I know.'" 

He continued to say these two 

words after each song ended, 

which featured a combination of 

tracks from his 2017 debut album 

"Good For You" and most recent 

album, "ONEPOINTFIVE." 

"My favorite part about Brook­

fest was seeing the community 

together enjoying the music we 

love," Shaan Bhog, junior applied 

mathematics and statistics and 

economics double major, said. 

"I'm not really a big fan of these 

artists but I was able to vibe with 

everyone else. The variety of art­

ists was pretty good too." 

Both Amine and A$AP Ferg 

took a moment to honor Nipsey 

Hussle, a Los Angeles-based rap­

per, songwriter, entrepreneur and 

community activist who died 

due to gun violence on March 

31. Founder of A$AP Mob and 

New York rapper A$AP Yams 



The Statesman Advertisement Monday, April 15,2019 | 7 

William Goble 
631-246-5200 
East Setauket 
williamgoble@allstate.com 

>4llstate 
You're in good hands. 

Subject to terms, conditions and availability, Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., 
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL© 2019 Allstate Insurance Co 

SEIZE 
YOUR SUMMER 

IN NYC 

mm \ 

GET AHEAD! 
Take a Hunter 

Summer Course: 
towards your degree • for professional 

development • for personal enrichment 

EXPERIENCE NYC! 
Live in Manhattan 

Dorms: 
• available dorm rooms • convenient 

location • flexible scheduling 

HUNTER cy 
I he City t uiversity ol New York i I™ • 

www.hunter.cuny.edu/summer-programs/ 

Stony Brook students and employees now have 
an easy way to visit Port Jefferson Village. 

Schedule 
• Thursdays, 3 pm to 9 pm 
• Fridays, 11 am to 9 pm 

Stops include: 
• Chemistry Loop 
• SAC Loop 
• Chapin Apartments 
• Port Jefferson Village 

LIRR Station 

Download the app at 
PJShuttle.com 

• Saturdays, 11 am to 9 pm 
• Sundays, 11 am to 6 pm 

Stop & Shop/Wild by Nature 
Shopping Center, Route 25A, 
Setauket 

• Arden Street, 
Port Jefferson Village 

Stony Brook 
University 

MASTER OF ARTS IN 

Medical Humanities, 
Compassionate Care 

and Bioethics 

Not just for healthcare professionals, this program 
serves students from a wide range of disciplines and 
professional backgrounds, building on a commitment to 
medical humanism and ethics that has defined education 
for Stony Brook students for more than three decades. 

The 30-credit Master of Arts program can 
be completed in as little as one year. 

"The MA program opened my eyes to new avenues to 
connect to our patients with respect and compassion. 
It inspired me to pilot a program for Arts in Medicine, 
which has made my staff more receptive to the 
nonmedical needs of their patients." 
— Linda Bily, MA Program Graduate 

APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR FALL 2019: 
U.S. Residents: July 1, 2019 
International Students: April 1, 2019 

For more information or to 
apply to the program, visit 
stonybrook.edu/bioethics/masters 
or email bioethics(a)stonybrook.edu 

Stony Brook 
University 

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 19031145 
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MIKE ADAMS/THE STATESMAN 

The University Police Department running active shooter training on April 4 in Roth 
Cafe. Officers teach students and staff when to run, hide and fight during shootings. 

What is the purpose of active shooter training f 
Contact us: 

Phone: 631-632-6479 
Fax: 631-632-9128 

Web: www.sbstatesman.com 

To contact the Editor-in-Chief and Managing Editors about 
organizational comments, questions, suggestions, corrections 
or photo permission, email editors@sbstatesman.com. 

To reach a specific section editor: 
News Editor news@sbstatesman.com 
Arts 8c Entertainment Editor arts@sbstatesman.com 
Sports Editor sports@sbstatesman.com 
Opinions Editor opinion@sbstatesman.com 
Multimedia Editor multimedia@sbstatesman.com 
Copy Chief. copy@sbstatesman.com 

The Statesman is a student-run, student-written incorporated 
publication at Stony Brook University in New York. The paper 
was founded as The Sucolian in 1957 at Oyster Bay, the original 
site of Stony Brook University. In 1975, The Statesman was 
incorporated as a not-for-profit, student-run organization. Its 
editorial board, writers and multimedia staff are all student 
volunteers. 

New stories are published online every day Monday through 
Thursday. A print issue is published every Monday during the 
academic year and is distributed to many on-campus locations, 
the Stony Brook University Hospital and over 70 off-campus 
locations. 

The Statesman and its editors have won several awards for 
student journalism and several past editors have gone on to 
enjoy distinguished careers in the field of journalism. 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat @ 
sbstatesman. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed in columns or in the Letters and 
Opinions section are those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Statesman. 

The Statesman promptly corrects all errors of substance 
published in the paper. If you have a question or comment 
about the accuracy or fairness of an article please send an email 
to editors@sbstatesman.com. 

First issue free; additional issues cost 50 cents. 

By Mike Adams 
Opinions Editor 

Stony Brooks University Police 

Department (UPD) periodically 
holds seminars to inform students 

and faculty about what to do in 

the event of an active shooter. The 

most recent occurred on Thursday, 

April 4. 

The programs themselves are 

fairly simple. There are some offi­

cers, a PowerPoint, a video, a plas­

tic gun and solid photo opportu­

nities. The tips are geared toward 

teaching students and staff to run 

from a shooter when they can, 

hide when they have to and fight 

with whatever is at hand only as a 

last resort. 

Disregarding the absurdity of 

trying to stop an AR-15-wielding 
madman with a hole puncher, 

UPD deserves some credit here. 

Last Thursday's session was devoid 

of the trauma-inducing trade­

marks of its counterparts at other 

institutions. Nobody got shot and 

there wasn't any yelling or use of 

improvised weaponry. 

But the outlandish nature of 

telling students to fight off a mass 

shooter with school supplies hints 

at a depressing truth. The fact is, 

there's really no effective way to 

prepare for such a lethal and un­

predictable event and seminars like 

these only serve to give students a 

false sense of safety. The real pur­

pose of this sort of training is to 

allow a security force the chance 

to twirl its armaments and flex 

its muscles so the people it's in 

charge of protecting feel safe in 

its care. 

That sort of motivation isn't 

necessarily disingenuous. I feel safe 

betting that nobody sat around 

UPD headquarters thinking of 

ways to manipulate the mindset 

of the student body. Still, there are 

some dangerous side effects born 

from the desire to make people feel 

perennially secure. 

Programs like these are hall­

marks of a concept called security 
theater, where big-budget shows 

of force and pointless so-called 

safety measures help create the 

appearance of safety, rather than 

safety itself. Think about the line 

that forms at airport security while 

every passenger-to-be is forced 

to partially disrobe and get pum-

meled by X-rays, ostensibly to stop 

anybody from posing a danger to 

"The fact is, 
there's really 
no effective 
way to prepare 
for such a 
lethal and 
unpredictable 
event and 
seminars like 
these only 
serve to give 
students a false 
sense of 
saftey." 

other air travelers. It's irritating, 

but we all just accept it as safe, 

when really there's nothing stop­

ping that same madman from at­

tacking those same people in the 

security queue. 

Creating a program to give 

students a better idea of what 

to do during a school shooting 

seems like a good idea on the sur­

face. But letting that thought sit 

for a moment provokes a trou­

bling question: What business 

does a student have thinking 

they know what to do during a 

school shooting? 

Law enforcement and military 

professionals routinely discover 

their training was paltry prepara­

tion for live fire. The whole world 

was shocked that an armed guard 

at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School in Parkland, Flori­

da, who went to work every day 

to be a stopgap against a poten­

tial shooting, froze up when faced 

with the real thing. 

Judge as you will, but don't for­

get that man had far better train­

ing than any student could expect 

to receive. Compared to some­

one like me, or almost any Stony 

Brook student, he might as well 

be Rambo. 

At its worst, active shooter 

training is a futile exercise, much 

better at needlessly freaking out 

its participants than anything 

else. But even the best, most no­

ble attempts at providing the 

public with advice on what to 

do when the unthinkable hap­

pens do little more than waste 

people's time. 

The reality of the matter is that 

there is no way for a bystander to 

be properly prepared when caught 

in the crosshairs of a massacre. 

Surviving a shooting is a matter of 

luck more than anything else, and 

until sensible gun control laws are 

passed across the nation that stop 

dangerous people from obtaining 
murder weapons in the first place, 

all other attempts to mitigate that 

risk are like putting a band-aid on 

a rotting limb. 

mailto:editors@sbstatesman.com
mailto:editors@sbstatesman.com
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Receive A FREE NIGHT* 
with our Stony Brook 

Student Savings Card 
CALL FOR DETAILS and Mention This ad! 

's,̂ sssr Shuttle to/from 
Stony Brook University/Hosptial, 
Stony Brook Train Station, 
Port Jeff Ferry, LI MacArthur Airport 

Hot Breakfast Bar 

High Speed Internet 
y 24 hour business Center 
> On-Site Sports Facility 

• Swimming Pool/Fitness Center 

Official hotel of the 

STONY BROOK 

SEAWOLVES 

with Stony Brook Student Savings 
Card Stay 4 Nights, Get 1 Free. Card 
must be presented at check in. 

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS Stony Brook 
3131 Nesconset Hwy., Stony Brook, NY 11720 

tanya@stonybrookny.hiexpress.com 
631-471-8000 ext. 709 

THE STATESMAN 
With: 

25,000+ Students 
~14,000 Employees 
5,000 issues, weekly 

Available at: 
All Administrative Buildings 

All Dormitory Buildings 
The University Hospital 

20+ Off-Campus Locations 

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE 

But its reach would be so much further. 

Contact The Statesman's Advertising Department • 
for our special local, University, and student club rates. 

Call (631)632-6480. 

Classifieds also accepted.. 

1 NIGHT 

earthstock 
A CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY 

April 15 to 25,2019 
Sustainability: The Future Is Now 

All Events Are Free and Open to the Public 

Monday, April 15 
• Lecture: "Pollution, 

A Global Health Crisis — 
Solutions Exist" 
Lara Crampe, Director of 
Community Outreach, 
Pure Earth, Endeavour Hall, 
Room 120, 5:30 pm 

Wednesday, April 17 
• Panel Discussion: 

Sustainability Studies 
Alumni 
Melville Library, Room 4550, 
1 pm 

• Experience: Sun Salutations 
Yoga and meditation program 
Staller Steps, 2 pm 

• Lecture: "Global Warming 
Demystified" 
Jeffrey Bennett, 
Astrophysicist/Author, 
Earth and Space Sciences 
Building, Room 001, 7:30 pm 

• Experience: Plant Night 
Student Activities Center 
(SAC), Room 303, 8 pm 

Thursday, April 18 
• Experience: Campus 

Cleanup 
Bring your own recycled 
plastic bags. 
H-Quad and Mendelsohn 
Quad, 3 pm 

• Lecture: "Lights Out: 
The Rise and Fall of 
Scientific Authority" 
Robert Crease, Professor, 
Department of Philosophy 
SAC, Room 303, 4 pm 

Friday, April 19 
• Earthstock Festival 

See box on right for 
•all activities. 
Rain Location: SAC 

• Celebration: 
Environmental Club's 
Green Gala 
Enjoy a home-cooked vegan/ 
vegetarian meal and activities. 
SAC, Ballroom B, 8 pm 

FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

Earthstock Festival 
Activities 
Academic Malt 

• Farmers Market, 11 am 

• Environmental and 
Educational Displays and 
Exhibitors, 11 am 

• Live Music and Dance 
Performances on Two 
Stages, 11:30 am 

• Opening Remarks/Green 
Pledge Ceremony, 12:15 pm 

• Rubber Duck Races, 2 pm 

Charles B. Wang Center 

• Ice Cream Social, 2:30 pm 

• Environmental Student 
Research Exhibition 
2:30 pm 

. KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
Michael Mann, "Return to the 
Madhouse: Climate Denial in 
the Age of Trump," 3 pm 

Thursday, April 25 
• Lecture: "Contemporary 

Art in the Anthropocene" 
Julie Reiss, Program Director, 
Christie's Education 
Staller Center, Room 2215, 
1 pm 

Stony Brook 
University 

For more information, visit 
stonybrook.edu/earthstock 

If you need an accessibility-related accommodation, call (631) 632-7320. 
"Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 19021121 

RECIPIENT OF THE SUNY OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT AFFAIRS PROGRAM AWARD 



MULTIMEDIA 
Brookfest 2019 in photos 

Rappers A$AP Ferg, Amine and Lil 
Skies took the stage at Island Federal 
Credit Union Arena for the 2019 Brook­
fest concert. The show was the only con­
cert this year after Back to the Brook 
was canceled in the fall. Brookfest's floor 
tickets were sold out and the stands were 

lively and crowded. 

Photos by Sara Ruberg 
Assistant Multimedia Editor 

v )  
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Totally Free ClassValue 
Student Checking® 

No transaction fees at any US ATM 

or for Point-of-Sale purchases in the US 
with your Apple Visa® Debit Card* 

Our Totally Free ClassValue Checking account gives you banking at your fingertips 24/7 to 
manage your money wisely and quickly. It's a keeper! 

NO monthly maintenance fee 

NO minimum balance required 

NO direct deposit required 

NO domestic ATM and Point-of-Sale transaction fees* 

FREE Online & Mobile Banking** 

FREE Mobile Remote Deposit** 

Go to the head of the class with Apple's smart student checking account. 
Visit our East Setauket or Smithtown branch today to open your account. 

10 Route 25A, East Setauket, Theresa Passanisi, VP/Manager, 631-751-7000 

91 Route 111, Smithtown, Susan Krizek, VP/Manager, 631-724-8700 

www.applebank.com Apple Bank «t Established 1863 • Member FDIC 

Free ClassValue Checking account is available to students ages 14 through 25 who are attending high school, a vocational or trade school, or a college/university with presentation 
of an unexpired school identification card. Students ages 14 through 16 must have a parent or guardian as a joint accountholder on this account. There is a $100 minimum initial 
deposit required to open this account. *ATM machine operator may impose a surcharge fee. "Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply. 



SPORTS 
Men's Lacrosse defeats UMass Lowell in AE matchup 

SARA RUBERG/THE STATESMAN 

Junior attacker Chris Pickel Jr. in a game against Marist on Saturday, March 2. Pickel 
Jr. scored his fourth hat trick of the season against UMass Lowell on Saturday, April 13. 

By Ryan Magill 
StajfW filer 

In a fantastic start to its cru­

cial final game stretch, Stony 

Brook Men's Lacrosse beat UMa­

ss Lowell on the road 15-12. The 

win now gives the Seawolves a 

3-1 America East conference 

record along with their 7-5 

overall record. 

The River Hawks saw sol­

id offensive efforts from junior 

attacker Dylan Rhatigan, who 

scored his career-high four points 

against the Seawolves, as well as 

two goals each from junior at­

tacker Daniel Cozzi and sopho­

more attacker Jake Lining. The 

River Hawks- managed to bring 

the game within one with three 

consecutive goals in the fourth 

quarter to make the score 10-9. 

Despite these efforts, the Riv­

er Hawks were never able to keep 

up with the Seawolves,. trailing 

Stony Brook the entire game. 

The Seawolves' eight-player scor­

ing offensive was led by junior 

attacker Tom Haun's four goals, 

three of which came in the sec­

ond half, including the victory 

-sealing shot. 

Junior attacker Chris Pickel 

Jr. scored a hat trick on the day, 

which is his fourth of the season. 

Junior attacker Connor Grippe 

and freshman midfielder Layton 

Harrell each scored two goals, 

with one a piece from senior long 

stick middie Justin Pugal, senior 

midfielder Owen Daly and soph­

omore midfielder Mike McCan-

nell as well. Junior goalie Michael 

Bollinger kept the River Hawks 

out of the net with 11 saves on the 

day to keep the Seawolves ahead. 

In a turnaround fashion follow­

ing their loss to the Princeton Ti­

gers, the Seawolves shot very well, 

shooting 44 times with 33 shots 

on goal. 

"Really happy for the guys to­

night! Hats off to the UML of­

fensive game, their coaches did 

an outstanding job preparing," 

head coach Jim Nagle said in a 

press release. "Our offense picked 

up the slack and upperclassmen 

like Chris Pickel Jr. carried us to 

a big league win." 

The Seawolves' remaining 

games, however, will be their 

toughest challenges. Both Ver­

mont and Albany have clinched 

America East playoff berths and 

are currently ahead of Stony 

Brook in the rankings. 

The Seawolves next play the 

conference-leading Vermont 

Catamounts at 12 p.m. on Sat­

urday, April 20. The Catamounts 

currently sit on a record of 7-4 

including a 4-1 record in Ameri­

ca East play. 

The teams last faced off in the 

America East playoffs last season, 

when the Seawolves were defeat­

ed 8-4. The game will be played 

at Virtue Field in Burlington, be-

. fore closing the season off at home 

against Albany on Friday, April 26. 

Stony Brook currently sits at third 

in the America East Standings, just 

a game behind Albany. 
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•TUESDAY, APRIL 9l 

7 - 6 / 0 - 5  

IC0MA 

4 - 0 / 3 - 6  

t - 2 / 1 - 2  UMass LOWELL 

pfiSEBMH 
WEDNESDAY. APRIL 10 

TUESDAY. APRIL 14 
WOMEN'S LACROSSE 

•FRIDAY. APRIL 

They will tell you it's 
just a blob of tissue k ll upofllhl? wat lot it-

Jail -omrtimt* llut - fii-l too miH'h effort 

M u d  u s  o n l i n e  a l  

§b§ t a tesma 11 .com 

But at 28 days her eyes and ears have 
already begun to show. 
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