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Turning the microphone over to Alda, an engaging speaker even without a tv script, enthusiasm 
beamed through his opening remarks as he admitted, “This is really a treat. When I was a kid, I 
loved science. I was kind of an amateur inventor. But it really took me a long time to learn the 
language of science; I did it by reading Scientific American every month."  
 
Speaking to the audience of mainly scientists, Alda explained, “I was of that era when C.P. Snow 
was writing about the split between science and art. If you were interested in the arts you 
couldn't be interested in science, and if you interested in science you couldn't be interested in the 
arts."  
 
Living proof of the fallacy of that parochial thinking, when first approached about hosting 
Scientific American Frontiers, Alda assumed that his role would be to “come on with an 
introduction, then read some narration from behind the scenes when . I said I would be interested 
only if I could talk directly to scientists on camera. Of course the producers would be talking a 
chance; they didn't know what these conversations would be like."  

Alda's vision was to get scientists to “drop the jargon and communicate." It wasn't about trying 
to “dumb down science." On the other hand, “I had to understand it," he posed. Alda's contagious 
interest in the quest for learning what makes humans tick and his very human communication 
style led to scenes in which the actor turned interviewer grabbed one scientist “by both cheeks 
and saying, 'I don't get it!'" And poetically, as is often found in the world of scientific reasoning, 
while on a bus visiting a scientist in China, the scientist pressed Alda to defend his own point the 
exact same way.  
 
“I think most of our culture has a blind date with science," Alda suggested. The three 
components of that blind date: the first moments of being attracted or not (read: lust); as the 
attraction progresses, enter the second stage: emotion. And the final stage -- commitment, as 
Alda put it, “Recognizing the value of the other—and then you really have to listen to 
somebody."  
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systematically, over time; scientists can systematically become better communicators over time. 
Communication is not something extra you add on to science; it is of the essence of science. 
How can you have science if you can't communicate what you discover?  
 
“There are always going to be some people who can communicate better naturally, but the idea is 
to bring everyone up a notch," the affable Alda added. "Scientists must realize there is nothing 
more captivating than their own story. It is a passion that makes them pursue that they are 
pursuing; if they can relate that, the public can share their emotion."  
 
As for the long accepted divide between science and art, Alda remarked, “I bet there are more 
scientists who can quote Shakespeare than there are Shakespeare scholars who understand the 
Theory of Relativity."  
 
Panelist David Conover, musing in a chair with his back to the entrance of Berkner Hall, 
surmised, “It's the young people who are not yet fully formed as scientists who have a higher 
interest in the skills of communicating. Scientists who have doing things their way for a long 
time—it's hard to break that pattern."  
 
Albeit so, it was also Conover who remarked, "Scientists, by the nature of what they do, are 
learning throughout their lifetimes," suggesting a probability of change. 


