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get to the heart of things–an answer that’s accurate, but also conveys to a non-scientist 
why their research is interesting, important, and inspiring enough to keep them working 
insane hours on it. 

Alda has thought a lot about these issues as well; he’s on the advisory board of 
the Center for Science Communication at Stony Brook University. And he hopes, 
through his “Flame Challenge” to get more scientists to think about them as well. Here 
are the rules for his contest: 

1. Answer the question — “What is a flame?” — in a way an 11-year-old will 
find intelligible and maybe even fun. 

2. Answers will be screened for accuracy by scientists, then judged by a 
panel of 11-year-olds. 

3. Answers can be submitted through April 2, 2012. [Click here for the entry 
form.] 

4. The winning entry will be unveiled at a special event at the World Science 
Festival in New York in June. The winner will get VIP tickets to the Festival, 
along with a Flame Challenge T-shirt, and the gratitude of a nation of 11-
year-olds. 

5. Finalist entries, as well as the winning entry, will be posted on the Flame 
Challenge website:www.flamechallenge.org 

6. Entries can be written, spoken (on video), or told through graphics. 

7. There is no limit on length, but remember – brevity is the soul of wit, 
particularly when the 11-year-old has a cell phone, an X-Box, a Facebook 
habit, etc. 

May the best explanation win… 

 


