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PREFACE

The Michigan excavations at Seleucia were conducted
during the first five seasons (1927/8-1931/2) under the direc­
tion of Professor Leroy Waterman in cooperation with the
Toledo Museum of Art and (during the last two seasons) with
the Cleveland Museum of Art. In the final campaign of
1936/7, the University continued the work alone with Mr.
Robert H. McDowell as field director. I had the honor to serve
as general director.

Mr. McDowell was engaged in the preparation of this
volume when the war broke out in the fall of 1942. He
volunteered immediately for army service, was called to active
duty in the spring of 1943, and served as an officer on special
missions with great distinction. He had already published in
1935 the volume of Stamped and Inscribed Objects from
Seleucia, and that same year a volume on the Coins from
Seleucia, a study indispensable for the archaeological history
of the site. He also directed the creation of a card catalogue of
objects arranged by levels and rooms, a tremendous task and
one without which a report on the architecture would be
almost impossible.

Colonel McDowell's decision to remain in government serv­
ice has given me the opportunity to complete his study of the
topography and architecture as well as to edit this volume.
During the first half of the last season of excavations at
Seleucia (1936/37) I had the pleasure and privilege of working
with Mr. McDowell and his staff at Seleucia. Mr. McDowell
was serving as field director for the second time in this his
fourth season at Seleucia. Professor Debevoise of the Univer­
sity of Chicago was a member of the staff for a second season,
and had completed his study of Parthian pottery. Professor
Samuel Yeivin of Palestine, in his fourth season at Seleucia,
continued his special study of the tombs and jewelry. There
was, therefore, an especially able and veteran group, as well as
a most congenial one, with which to work.

During that last season Mr. Richard M. Robinson was
architect and not only drew the plans of the buildings exca­
vated but also made extensive and most useful notes on some
of the buildings previously dug in Block G6. Mr. Frederick M.
Matson, now professor at Pennsylvania State University, super­
vised the excavations of Temple A and wrote the very careful
report which forms the basis for the account in chapter eight. I
have added some explanatory details necessary because we
were unable to complete the work. The sketch of the history
of the area and the suggestions of the very special place that
the temples of Seleucia may hold in the history of Iranian
architecture are expansions of Mr. Matson's report. Professor
Debevoise supervised the excavations in Temple B, but the
work was only well begun when the season ended.

Mr. A. Henry Detweiler made the contour map of the site
and established the numbers and letters of streets for easy
identification. His work was an immense help in revealing the

iii

broad relationships with Hellenistic city plans and his careful
analysis identified the area of Temple B as a religious center.
For the previous seasons I have relied on the reports of Mr. N.
Manasseh, the architect during all the first five expeditions. To
all these scholars, my chapters on the topography and architec­
ture are immensely indebted.

The excavations of the last season, carried out after the
publication of McDowell's Stamped and Inscribed Objects
from Seleucia, have clarified a number of questions in relation
to the city plan and the identification of buildings previously
dug. It would be an injustice to Colonel McDowell, however,
to say that my interpretations as presented in this volume,
represent also his present views. I am happy to say that in the
great majority of cases I am entirely in accord with his con­
clusions. In the cases in which we differ, I am presenting my
own views and take entire responsibility for any mistakes that
may have been made. I shall feel particularly sorry for errors,
however, since they will be caused by misinterpretations of the
preliminary work and studies he has made.

, The masterly study of the literary sources for the history of
Seleucia, completed by Mr. McDowell before he entered active
service, comprises the second part of this volume. Professor
Bernard Goldman, of Wayne State University, kindly con­
sented to write the special study of the architectural decora­
tion which forms the ninth chapter of the first part.

I have the honor of dedicating this volume to all the
members of the Michigan excavations at Seleucia. I feel
especially close and grateful to those who served during the
last season, part of which I spent at Seleucia. No volume on
Seleucia is complete, however, without special acknowledg­
ments to my friend Professor Waterman, whose initiative and
enthusiasm inspired the inception of the work and whose
leadership guided the first five seasons.

The study of the architecture of the block, particularly in
the third level, was greatly facilitated by the help of Mrs.
Judith Dodge Orias, Miss Cathy King, and Mr. George Dill.
These students of a seminar class made special studies of
individual sections of the block and their work proved
immensely valuable in formulating the final report. I regret I
am unable to signalize their contributions in detail, but I take
great pleasure in acknowledging their assistance and recog­
nizing them as colleagues in this study.

At the time of the excavations at Seleucia the members of
the Institute of Archaeological Research at Michigan were
Professor Campbell Bonner, Chairman of the Department of
Greek; Professor John Winter, Chairman of the Department of
Latin; Professor A. E. R. Boak, Chairman of the Department
of History; and Dr. Frank E. Robbins, Assistant to the Presi­
dent. Their unfailing support was a constant source of
encouragement and assistance.



To the Executive Board of the Horace H. Rackham School
of Graduate Studies, under whose auspices this volume is
published, I wish to express my most sincere gratitude. A
generous grant from the Horace H. Rackham Endowment
Fund with a matching grant from the Francis W. Kelsey
Museum has made possible the publication of this volume.

Clark Hopkins
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I. THE CITY PLAN

General Survey

Appian's account of the founding of Seleucia implies, I
believe, that it was laid out by the architects on the open plain
along the Tigris. Strabo ;! as McDowell observes, stated that
Seleucus fortified Seleucia, that he and his companions con­
centrated their attention on the city and transferred thither
from Babylon their royal seat (T~ t3aaiA.€wv). One expects,
therefore, that the original plan was that of a Hellenistic
capital city bounded by the lines of fortification walls, and
restricted only by the stream of the Tigris: from the point of
view of archaeology a most fascinating prospect.

Unfortunately on the surface lie only the remains of the
latest period of the city and explorations in the lower levels
are very slight indeed. However, the Hellenistic city was
regularly laid out on a systematic grid plan of blocks and the
one block excavated showed that in the successive levels down
to, and including, the third little change had occurred in its
dimensions and shape. Furthermore, in the two temple areas
dug in the west section of the city, the great precincts and the
depths of the pavements below the floor levels of surrounding
sections representing the successive layers of the city's his­
tory, suggest that these areas had been allocated to reli­
gious worship from the beginning. In ancient cities as in
modern ones, the main roads, the market centers, the places of
religious worship, and often the seats of civil and autocratic
power remain the same in spite of catastrophies such as earth­
quakes and conflagrations. Tentatively then, one may assume
that, in broad lines at least, the plan of the city conceived at
its inception may be fairly well judged by the arrangements at
its destruction. This would call for a regular system, based on a
grid plan fixed upon the whole of the city within the walls but
particularly in the broad center running north and south where
the outline of blocks are most distinct in the air views.f

Pliny" remarks the city, free (libera), had its own laws and
the Macedonian manners (Macedonumque moris) and that the
walls were so placed as to resemble an eagle spreading its wings
(situm vero moenium, aquilae pendentis alas). The river in the
Seleucid period turned at the northeast corner of the city, just
where the walls came closest to the site of Ctesiphon, and
flowed by a river harbor along the east side of the city (Plate
I). The air view (Plate II) shows the city dividend from east to
west by two broad lines. The central part of the city, between
these two divisional lines, is most plainly marked off into the
sequence of blocks. One of the broad dividing bands, that to
the south, represents the caravan route which continued on
down the river. A spur led to the south end of the harbor. The
canal through the city, debouching to the north of the harbor,
made the other division. (fig. 1. Sketch plan).

Pliny's comparison may best be explained by supposing
that the central section between caravan road and canal
formed the body of the bird and the sections beyond the west
and east the wings. The city blocks beyond the square outline
of the city might be construed as tailor legs, but may not have
been contained within the walls (fig. 1). The head would have
been formed by the mole which formed the harbor north of
the city and the beak by the curving end of the harbor
entrance. If the comparison were to an eagle with outstretched
soaring wings, one would have to believe that much of the city
on either side of the center has disappeared. The present
mounds suggest rather the standing eagle with high-shouldered
wings stretched along the body but not fully extended, as
represented on Roman standards and the relief of a column
capital at Seleucia (fig. 2).

Perhaps the most striking feature of the city from the
Hellenistic point of view was the size of the blocks. They
measured approximately 140 x 70 meters as compared with
70.40 x 35.20 meters at Dura." Truly, the city was laid out on
a royal scale.

Division and Details
The contour survey of the site by A. Henry Detweiler, the

excavations and soundings in special sections, and the analysis
of air photos obtained largely through the kind offices of
Major MacDonald of the Royal Air Force in Bagdad, as well as
observations on the ground have brought to light a number of
interesting details and suggestions.

The prominent feature of the present Seleucia complex is
the mound, called Tell Umar (fig. 1) which rises sixteen meters
above the plain on the northern side of the city. Professor
Waterman's excavations revealed a solid tower of unburnt
brick just over eighteen meters square, enclosed in a mound of
loose earth and debris contained by an apparently elliptical
wall of irregular thickness (8-18 meters) with a major axis of
ninety-four and a half meters and a minor one of seventy-nine
meters.f There was no indication of any architectural struc­
ture, such as a temple or altar, having been erected on top.

In identifying a structure of such a size and material, one
thinks first of the great mounds or ziggurats of the Bab­
ylonians and Assyrians. A temple connected with the mound,
an essential element in the Babylonian and Assyrian concep­
tion, has not yet been discovered. Ammianus noted a lofty
tower like a lighthouse on the Euphrates at the entrance to the
Royal Canal. I have suggested elsewhere 7 that possibly a
similar tower had been constructed on the Tigris to mark the
site of the city and the debouchure of the chief arm of the
Royal Canal into the Tigris. The potsherds dated it to the
Parthian period.



A hundred meters to the east of the south side of the Tell
Umar mound, excavations brought to light a large free­
standing building, which Mr. Manasseh in the FirstPreliminary
Report called a Parthian Villa.8 The building belonged to the
first and second century A.D., and was built in part over an
early building of partially Greek construction. An inscription
of Demetrius II identified the area as belonging in 140 B.C. to
a Heroon of the Seleucid family.

Surface finds from the low area south-southwest of Tell
Umar included a number of little clay sealings with ring
impressions usually associated with business documents. The
source of the sealings was not determined.

In the northeast corner of the city, immediately north of
the canal and not far from the river, the air views showed a
large rectangular depression covering the area of almost eight
blocks. Near the center of the depressed area, a small oval
mound stood out rather prominently. Mr. Detweiler's
systematic survey of the site (fig. 3) revealed a rather similar
depressed rectangular area, also supplied with a low mound,
north of the canal and west of Tell Umar. Excavations in the
mound disclosed a Parthian hypaethral temple (Temple A)
burned in the time of Trajan, with a small theatre of mud
brick close beside it (fig. 1). In the second rectangular area
(Temple B) the mound enclosed a small theatre, but arrange-

Fig. 1. Sketch of city with eagle outline
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ments of the temple and details of the plans have not been
determined.

Not far from the middle of the south wing of the city, just
south of the caravan road, the seats or a part of the cavea of a
good sized theatre were discovered. It was a surprise to find
the theatre located at that point, though there should be no
astonishment that there was a theatre at the Hellenistic
capitol, or that on a level site it should be placed in a fairly
central position. The solid brick foundations and the height of
the seats made the mound of the theatre a tempting one for
excavations.

A glance at the contour map shows how high a series of
mounds distinguishes the south side of the city compared with
the north side, except for Tell Umar which dominates all the
rest. In particular, the broad lines of the avenue that mark the
east-west route (fig. 3) rise on either side to a level six to
twelve feet above the present level of the canal between.
Along the east-west axis on the south side of the city the
mounds rise twelve to twenty and twenty-five feet above the
trough. This seems the best indication that a series of impor­
tant buildings lay along the caravan road in close proximation
to the threare. If our hypothesis of the broad divisions of the
city is correct, they would include the bouleterion, the gym­
nasium beside the agora, and the stadium.
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THE CITY PLAN 3

The Italian excavations of Professor Gullini? have fortu­
nately identified the northern throughway as the canal from
the Euphrates. There is no reason to doubt the old sources,
which placed Seleucia at the juncture of the Royal Canal with
the Tigris. The canal through the city terminates at the north
end of the river harbor on the east side of the city (fig. 1).
Both Pliny and Tacitus , as McDowell points out (see Part II),
suggest that the Royal Canal from the Euphrates ran around
the city and protected it, as well as flowing through it. The
small size of the canal bed in the city very probably represents
only part of the main channel, which might reasonably split
above and west of the city into larger irrigation canals that
would also serve as moats west and south of the city.

In the Hellenistic town plan , the agora was in the form of
an open rectangle lying along the main avenue of traffic. 1 0 At
Seleucia there are two candidates for the market place, one
opposite the theatre and lying along the caravan road (fig. 1) ~

the other south of Street I and lying along the canal at the
west end of the city.

Strabo 11 mentions explicitly that Seleucus Nicator forti­
fied the city and transferred his royal residence there (from
Babylon) [Kat TO f3aalA.€wv €VTaVOa jl€T71verYKav]. For the
location there is in archaeology only the parallel of Pergamum ,
royal city of the Attalids . Here the palace was on the
acropolis, the highest point of the city, and near it lay the
library, the Temple of Athena, the Heroon , and the arsenal.

There is no citadel at Seleucia, but the northern quarter of
the city is distinguished by two large precincts and the high
mound of Tell Umar. The palace , one might expect, would be
centrally located rather than placed in a corner of the city .
Most appropriate , therefore, would be a position close to Tell
Umar fairly equally distant from the two temple precincts.
Such a supposition is confirmed if one accepts the identifica­
tion of the "Parthian Villa" with the Heroon of Seleucus. The
inscription at least suggests the palace was close by. If such is
the case, the sealings found south of Tell Umar might emanate
from royal archives in the palace or from documents in the
library. The great temple areas are distinguished by levels
below the normal height of the mound because the precincts
were kept clear while the city grew up with close-set buildings
around them. The low area just south of Tell Umar would
presumably mark the precinct of the palace. Just where the
building itself would be located is not clear but one might
guess its entrance would face a main north-south street, very
possibly G.

Where the arsenal of the military encampment may have
been located in Seleucia, we have no indication. To the battle
of Ipsus, Seleucus brought twelve thousand cavalry and 480
elephants, not to mention more than a hundred scythed
chariots and twenty thousand foot soldiers. In Parthian times,
Ctesiphon was said to have been built to house the royal
forces. Pacorus had fortified the city after 38 B.C. and
Vardanes, A.D. 42-47, was given the title of founder. Pre­
sumably, before the change at least a part of the troops would
have been located on the Seleucia side of the river, and some
guards at least and an arsenal would have been located near the
palace. One might suggest the large rectangular area north of
Temple B and two blocks west of Tell Umar as a possibility for
the military camp.

In Seleucia there also would have been a gymnasium for the
local militia and a senate house for the council. The great

Fig. 2. Relief of standing eagle, pilaster capital

partially oval depression five blocks west of the agora may
represent the stadium (fig. 1), or the open spaces might have
been used in part for gymnasia. It seems reasonable to suppose
that the commercial and political center of the city (as
opposed to the royal seat) lay in the district of the caravan
road and that the buildings in Hellenistic cities usually closely
associated with the market place, the gymnasium , the bouleu­
terion , etc., should be sought in the series of mounds along the
caravan road. To this supposition the discovery of the theatre
lends strong support.

It is noticeable that the width of the city as the mounds
now stand diminishes considerably just west of the stadium on
one side and of the western temple precinct on the other. If
one might take the location of the easterly temple precinct as
evidence that the temples were located near the limits of the
city, then the original city plan may have been roughly square.
I am inclined to accept this view and to see the western district
beyond the temple precinct as the gradual growth beyond the
city limits . The agora, along the canal route , then would have
been beyond the early walls of the city. Possibly some of the
guards, or the cavalry of the king, might have been stationed
beyond the city walls. The extension of the block system
argues against too narrow a limitation, but a gradual expansion
beyond the confines of the city, especially along the canal,
appears in the light of modern city developments a normal
procedure. The growth of Ctesiphon in Parthian times was not
merely the flight from the Greek city but the establishment of
many new citizens under Pacorus, the location of some of the
troops in the time of Vardanes, etc.
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Fig. 3. Contour map with numbering of streets

In Seleucia the present mounds representing the old walls
enclose the blocks beyond the temple precinct but with their
diagonal line make it clear that the city limits narrowed
appreciably toward the line of the canal.

History
Excavations in the block G6 have only just penetrated the

fourth and lowest level at Seleucia and the remains of the first
Seleucid occupation have scarcely been touched. It is perhaps
remarkable, therefore, that two coins of Alexander have been
recovered on the site 12 and clay models of coins, one
belonging to the first rule of Seleucus as satrap 321/20 to
315/14 B.C., and two to the period before he assumed the
royal title in 306/5 B.C.1 3

In a preliminary report of the excavations given in 1932 1 4

McDowell suggested, on the basis of coins and medallions, that
the site was occupied by Seleucus as early as 320 B.C. In the
publication of the coins in 1935 15 he expressed the opinion
that the city was founded considerably earlier than 300 B.C.
and that Seleucia was in existence as a capital and mint city
very shortly after the return of Seleucus to Babylonia in 311
B.C. Evidence for the active commercial life at Seleucia
belongs to the period after 294 B.C. when Antiochus was

co-ruler of the East 16 and the Babylonian texts mention the
removal of some of the inhabitants of Babylon to the new site
by Antiochus 1.1 7

There is no mention of Seleucia in the historical records
before the return of Seleucus from Egypt in 312/11 B.C. In
316 B.C., according to Diodorus, Antigonus arrivin~ in
Babylon was honored and his whole army entertained 1 by
Seleucus. Seleucus was suspicious of the aims of Antigonus
and escaped with fifty horsemen to Egypt, the belated attempt
to overtake him being unsuccessful. When he returned, much
of Babylonia came over willingly to his standard. He be­
sieged those who fled to the citadel and recovered both the
friends and the slaves who had been put under guard by
Antigonus after the flight to Egypt. 1

9 There is no explicit
mention that the citadel (71 UKpa) was in Babylon but the
inference is almost inescapable. The complete silence about
Seleucia is equally convincing.

Certainly the official founding of the city occurred after his
return from Egypt. The size of the city and the scale of the
blocks support the accounts of the official ceremony and the
assistance of the army. Whether the date should be placed
before or after he assumed the title of king in 306/5 B.C. is
not clear. If one might trust Strabo's statement that Seleucus
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transferred his royal residence (TO {3aatA€Wv)20 to Seleucia,
then the change would more appropriately be after he became
king. Most appropriate, it seems to me, would be the time
when he became king. Certainly the establishment of the
kingship would be a reasonable time for the establishment of a
new capital.

Antigonia was laid out as a new capital on the Orontes by
Antigonus in 307 and it seems very plausible that the
foundings of Seleucia and Antigonia should be related.f 1

Antigonus assumed the diadem after the victory of Demetrius
over Ptolemy off Cyprus in 307 B.C. Ptolemy followed suit
and in rivalry to the (~'T1A.OTo1TriaaVT€c::)2 2 other princes,
Seleucus, Lysimachus, and Cassander, took the name of king.

It will be long before excavations are deep enough to
determine the dates of the houses and the first walls. Even
with deep excavations it is doubtful if an exact year may be
fixed archaeologically unless an inscription or document
comes to light to establish the foundation date. Until such
time, I suggest that a date very close to the founding of
Antigonia, especially as this corresponds closely with the
assumption of the royal authority, is the safest conclusion.

The fact that even in Pliny's time the city still retained its
own laws and the Macedonian tradition suggests a strong
Macedonian element from the start. The need for settling a
good many veterans as well as the requirement of ample room
for a palace and its perquisites would be strong reasons for
changing the capital from Babylon. Ascending to the throne
meant permanence and the fortifications of Seleucia meant
strength built with Macedonian power as opposed to the
native population in Babylon. It was appropriate that the new
center should be outside the shadow of the mighty temples of
Babylon and beyond the reach of priestly powers. Seleucia
established the independence of the new kingdom both from
the realms of other diadocks and also from the close union
with native Babylonian authority. On all these counts a date
close to 307 B.C. is indicated.

The earliest period, the fourth level, extends to the time of
the Parthian conquest in 141 B.C. It is the Hellenistic, as
opposed to the Parthian, period at Seleucia. A large number of
individual objects have been recovered from this level,
including a number of sealings and coins, particularly in the
block, but excavations have not been extensive enough to
determine distinct phases in the development or to make
certain what the architectural features of the Hellenistic level,
compared with that of the succeeding Parthian period, might
be. Debevoise states23 that Mithradates I entered the Royal
City of Seleucia late in June or early in July and was rec­
ognized as king on or before July 8, 141 B.C.

If the first entry was peaceable, partly because Demetrius II
had been defeated not far from the city,24 the fighting did not
end at this point. McDowell points out25 that Demetrius II
occupied Babylonia again for short periods in 140 B.C., and
Antiochus VII reached the district about 130 B.C. The
destruction by fire of the building in the block that contained
the archives and sealings of the Hellenistic period may have
resulted from anyone of these revolutions.

How extensive the fire was in Seleucia has not been deter­
mined. It is not clear, therefore, whether the houses of the
third level represent a new building era and a post-Hellenistic
form or whether they present the gradual evolution from the
Greek house to the Parthian dwelling. In the third level,

columns as the ornament of a deep porch or open room
remain; in the second level the chief rooms on the court are
open in the liwan-Parthian style. The third level type at
Seleucia can scarcely be called either a purely Greek or a
purely Iranian form. The characteristic feature was the
columned porch and chief room located in the center of one
side of an open court. There was a gradual trend toward deep
porches and more open rooms and one may see in the third
level at Seleucia examples of several of the successive stages in
the architectural development.

Strabo, who wrote his geography very close to the begin­
ning of our era and who died about A.D. 21, reports26 the
Parthian kings made Ctesiphon their winter headquarters,
sparing Seleucia so that Scythian troops and the Parthian army
should not be quartered upon them. Ctesiphon then became a
city instead of a village, provided with the equipment, the
supplies, and the arts pleasing to the Parthians. The supplies
(n1 wvta) seem clear and the Texva would presumably be the
artists and artisans to supply their wants. The equipment (ry
KaTaaK€v'T}) seems a little ambiguous for the buildings or
palaces but "necessary equipment" would certainly include
lodgings. Ammianus Marcellinus27 credits the Parthian king
Pacorus (probably Pacorus I, 38 B.C.) with enlarging
Ctesiphon with many new citizens, fortifying the walls, and
endowing it with a Greek name. McDowell suggests that during
the long revolt, A.D. 36-43, much of the trade both by water
and caravan must have centered in Ctesiphon.

Pliny28 states that the establishment of Seleucia (intra
nonagesimum lapidem) reduced Babylon to a desert, and that
it was, in fact, founded by Nicator for this purpose. In turn,
the Parthians founded Ctesiphon close by (juxta tertium
lapidem) to diminish Seleucia (ad hanc exhauriendem) and
made Ctesiphon the capital (caput regnosum). When this did
not accomplish the purpose, King Vologases founded another
city, Vologasocerta, near Babylon.

Vologases came on the throne in A.D. 51/52 and Pilny may
have been referring to the efforts of Vardanus just after the
revolt ofSeleucia to increase the importance of Ctesiphon. More
probably, however, he had in mind earlier efforts which had
made Ctesiphon a city and transported the seat of government
across the river from Seleucia.

At Dura-Europos the Parthians erected a palace on the
highest ground within the city for their appointed ruler, and
fortified it with a heavy high wall so that it might be adequate
for defense even if the city were taken. Ctesiphon must have
served a similar purpose for Seleucia, at least after the wall was
built by Pacorus.

Strabo speaks as if there had been a gradual transition.
Ctesiphon had been a large village; the Parthian kings chose it
as their winter quarters and stationed their troops there.
Because of the Parthian strength (8vvUp.€t ovv OapOtK?1) it
became a city. Strabo makes no specific mention of a wall and
mentions no sudden influx under Pacorus. In the thirty-two
years between the victory of Surena over Crassus in 53 B.C.
and the fixing of the Roman-Parthian frontier at the Chabour
in 21 B.C., the Parthian empire reached its greatest strength
and its farthest geographical limits. Cicero reported in 51 B.C.,
on the information of Antiochus I of Commangene, that the
Parthians under the son of Orodes (Pacorus I) had reached the
Euphrates. All Syria except Tyre fell in 40 B.C., and in 38 B.C.
Pacorus invaded Syria a second time. 2 9 It would seem logical



1. Strabo, XVI, 1, 8.

2. I find it difficult to believe that the village Opis would have been
located or left within the walls of Seleucia, and Strabo's mention of
Opis as a village (KW/J.T/) compared with the city, Seleucia, supports
this view. Opis cannot have been far away, and if one judges by the
order of mention in Strabo, that the Tigris was navigable as far as
Opis and Seleucia, one judges that it lay to the south. If Opis served
as a market center for the surrounding district, it could scarcely
have been immediately adjoining Seleucia. Probably the old center
retained some of its local trade and some river facilities. Possibly
the Hellenistic Opis lay across the river.

3. Pliny, VI, 30,5.

4. Dura IX, 24. Frank Brown concluded in this report that the blocks
at Dura w~re based in their measurements on a foot of 0.352m. and
fo~med units of 100 x 200 Greet feet. If, as seems likely, the same
umt was employed in the original measurements at Seleucia th
blocks would have been 400 x 200 feet, that is 140.80 x 70.40~. e

distinct trend away from the native party in Seleucia an~ a
hostility to Seleucia itself. Pliny, however, reports that the city
was still governed by its own laws and in Macedonian fa.shion.

A stud14of the relationship of the coins, accordm~ to
Mc~owell shows that Vologases supported the Greek ansto­
cratic party and was opposed by the native, popular party.
Vologases inherited, therefore, the policy and party of
Vardanes. Very probably then the movement toward a new
center was supported by leading merchants and bankers of
Seleucia. The changes in Seleucia may reflect partly a political
change from aristocrats to the popular, democratic party, and
partly a shift from the wealthy upper class citizen to the
poorer lower class. The houses in one block scarcely afford
enough evidence for a strong judgment, but there does seem to
be a decided drift at least in the second level to less expensive
homes in which the disappearance of the columns is one
manifestation.

There are three natural divisions in the political history of
the city: the period of the Hellenistic Kings, the period of
autonomy under the Parthians, and the period of Parthian
dominance. The Greek city (Level IV) has been very little
explored, but it runs from the foundation in 307 B.C. to 141
B.C., when the Parthians took control. The autonomous city
(Level III) belongs to the period 141 B.C. to A.D. 43, the end
of the great revolt. It is a period of local self government,
expressed in the issue of civic autonomous coins. McDowell
has pointed out 3 5 that autonomous coins were also struck in
59/60 and 69/70, probably in a revolt of the native party
against the Parthian control. The great revolt marks a sharper
break politically, however, and forms the logical end of period
III. The Parthian period is divided into two parts by the severe
fire in the time of Trajan which left a well-marked burned
stratum in the block. Level I, therefore, extends from the end
of the Parthian (A.D. 227) period to the time of Trajan A.D.
116. The capture of the city by Verus in 166 divides the
period that is Level I archaeologically into two parts. Level II
may also be divided at the time of the final civiccoin issues in
69/70, a period in which Vologases built the new Vol­
ogasocerta.

The Levels may be dated, therefore as follows:
Level IV 307-141 B.C. Seleucid Capital
Level III 141 B.C.-43 A.D. Autonomous city
Level II A.D. 43-116. Parthian to burning by Trajan
Level I A.D. 115-227 From the burning by Trajan to

the end of the Parthian Empire.
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that the numbers of Parthian troops became reate

~;[~~~~:~1tt~::s;}eSiPhthi°~ and. its palace increase~ in si~e~:~
rom s point on one may say with s

confidence, .I believe, that the balance of royal power swuns
across th~ nver and that Ctesiphon grew partly at the expens:
of Seleucia.

Whether Seleucia was ever more than a temporary capital
f~r the Part~ankings, much as Babylon had been for Seleucus
Nicator u~til .Seleucia ~a~ bUilt., is a moot question. Perhaps
~he question 1S academic if Ctesiphon were considered at first
Just the palace seat and the arsenal of Seleucia and Ammianus
is correct in stating that Pacorus first gave it its name. The
discovery of Parthian temples (destroyed by Trajan) in the two
great temple precincts at Seleucia is probably the best archae­
ological proof that the city, for a time at least, was the royal
center. Probably the gardens of the king and the military
center always lay across the river. When the palace was built in
Ctesiphon, first to serve as winter residence then as a more
permanent seat of power, can be determined only by future
excavations.30

In his masterly publication of the coins of Seleucia,
McDowe1l31 points out that contrary to the impression left by
nearly all modern commentators, the great revolt of Seleucia,
occupying seven years according to Tacitus,32 was only a
detail in the civil war which was raging throughout Parthia.

About A.D. 36 as McDowell reconstructs the circum­
stances, the city of Seleucia gave an extravagent welcome to
Tiridates, the Roman candidate for the Parthian throne
opposed to Artabanus, the king and favorite of the aristocrats.
Tiridates transferred to the native party the power that
Artabanus had given to the aristocrats.

About June A.D. 42 tetradrachmas were struck in the name
of Vardanes I, son of and successor to Artabanus, but the
native party in Seleucia under the authority of Tiridates
continued its administration. After Tiridates' flight and death
about 40 A.D., the struggle was continued between the sons of
Artabanus, Vardanes I and Gotarzes II. In 40/41 the aristo­
cratic party overthrew the popular party and in 42 they
opened the city to Vardanes the new king. So the coins of the
native party with the oriental motif of the humped bull were
replaced by the issues with Vardanes on the obverse and a
personification of the Boule, the aristocratic council of
Seleucia, and the name Boule on the reverse.

It is at this time that the character of residences in the
excavated block changed. Columns disappear and open rooms
or occasionally the liwan of the Parthians replace the
columned porches or chief rooms on the side of the court.
There are enough of these units to show the style and the
trend, but not enough evidence to show why the old style of
columns disappeared so suddenly and so completely. There
seems to be a sharp break between the two levels separated by
the period of the revolt but no extensive burning or de­
struction.

Vardanes was later reputed to be the founder of Ctesiphon
and he favored the aristocratic party as opposed to the native
and democratic side. Just after the middle of the century
(51/2-79/80) Pehlavi replaces Greek on the coins, and the fire
altar of the Persians appears for the first time. Vologases I
according to report 3 3 collected the manuscripts of the Avesta
and it was he who founded a rival, but unsuccessful, city
Vologasocerta north of Babylon. Obviously there was a

SELEUCIA
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II. TELL UMAR

It seems appropriate in discussing the architecture to begin
with the most conspicuous monument on the site, the mound
of Tell Umar. If the original city was roughly square in plan,
Tell Umar stood close to the center of the north side. Since
the city grid plan of blocks extended west along the old
caravan road, half as far again as provided by a square plan, the
mound rises a third of the way from the eastern side of the
city plateau on the northern edge.

Exploratory excavations were carried out by Professor
Waterman in the fifth season and the results were published in
the Second Preliminary Report. 1 A trench was cut through
from a point a little west of south in the perimeter to the"
square tower that formed the central core of the structure; the
outer edge of the perimeter wall of mud brick was cleared for
some distance on the west and east sides as well as on the
south; and a portion of an earlier structure, consisting in part
of a solid mass of mud bricks, was partially excavated. Since
no further work was done on the mound in the last season,
Professor Waterman's preliminary report is repeated exactly
here except for the translation of measurements into the
metric system and of plans and photographs into the illustra­
tions of the present volume.

Tell Umar is by far the most prominent mound of the
Seleucia complex (see air photographs pl. III, 1,2). It is an
artificial hill which stands at the northeastern edge of the ruins
about sixteen meters above the surrounding plain (see contour
plan of Tell Umar, fig. 4).

For the purpose of determining its form and general struc­
ture, work was begun on the tell with a small force on
December 8,1931, and continued until January 25,1932. The
outer facing of the base of the mound, composed of unburnt
bricks, was traced from southeast to northwest for approx­
imately half of its circumference. The result gave the impres­
sion of a circular tower. The subsequent survey shows that the
structure, if symmetrical, is elliptical and that it must have a
major axis of 94.55 meters and a minor one of 79.30 (see air
photographs, pl. III).

The thickness of the outer wall, which was investigated at
two points on the southern side, proved to be approximately
7.62 meters. The wall is not of uniform thickness, however,
for on the northwest it extends inward for a distance of 18.30
meters. Its height is 6.10 meters. It is provided with a footing
of the same material that projects 1.474 meters beyond the
face of the wall proper and extends downward 2.59 meters. Its
outer face slopes with a slight batter of one to eight. See "late
circular wall" in Section A-B (fig. 5). The footing rests upon a
thin layer of potsherds. One and a half meters above the
footing a band of earth a meter wide and 0.50 meters thick

now adheres to the face of the wall and marks the surface of
the ground at a later time. This band was evidently added to
protect from the destructive action of ground moisture the
face of the wall immediately above the surface.

Within the inclosure made by this outer wall four different
kinds of construction have been identified. For some distance
inward from its inside surface, and of equal height with the
wall, there is a filling of loose earth. A narrow trench cut
through this filling from the southern face of the mound (see
pl. III) revealed the presence at the center of the mound of a
solid tower of unburnt brick 18.00 meters square, whose top is
only a few inches below the present summit of the tell.

Above the top of the outer inclosing wall there begins
another form of construction, which consists of horizontal
strata (now slightly tipped toward the center) of green sand
varying in thickness from six to eighteen inches and separated
from one another by layers of reed (now partly decomposed)
from one and a quarter to two and a half centimeters thick.
These layers rise to a point about five feet below the top of
the central tower, where the green sand is buried to a depth of
three feet with clean red alluvium. This in turn is now covered
with about two feet of mixed debris from later construction
on the top of the Tell.

A fourth form of construction inside the outer inclosing
wall was located in the southeastern part of the mound. It
consists of a solid mass of unburnt bricks. Its age, as well as its
original size and shape, cannot at present be stated. One thing
stands out clearly. Since the structure was cut at a in the
section A-B (fig. 5) by the inclosing wall, it was no part of that
construction, but represented an older building.
- There seems to be little doubt that the inclosing wall and

the square tower were contemporaneous. They are both made
of unburnt bricks 38.1 centimeters square and 10.15 centi­
meters thick and are strikingly alike in appearance. The dates
of the various features thus far investigated cannot as yet be
determined with precision, but potsherds, unmistakedly
Parthian, in the stratification of green sand do not allow that
construction to be earlier than the Parthian period 141
B.C.-A.D. 227.

A section of the inclosing wall excavated opposite a (in
Section A-B) was examined for sherds imbedded in the un­
burnt brick. A goodly number of these were recovered and
they also are clearly Parthian. Since, therefore, the central
tower is contemporary with the inclosing wall, as already
indicated, it seems evident that the entire structure in its
present form belongs to the Parthian period, although the
layers of green sand may well represent a late phase of the
development.

Outside the inclosing wall at the southeastern point and
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Fig. 4. Contour drawing of Tell Umar

partly built into the wall was a solid mastaba (platform) of
burnt bricks laid in gypsum plaster measuring 7.32 meters in
length, 3,965 meters in width and 1.52 meters in thickness,
whose base is two meters above the foundation of the in­
closing wall. With this mastaba is connected a series of rooms
of burnt-brick construction whose excavation has not yet been
completed (see fig. 4).

The other structure of unburnt bricks is older, as already
seen, and this conclusion receives confirmation from the fact
that the bricks are of different size, viz. 35.5 centimeters

square and 12.7 centimeters thick. Examples of these bricks
may still be seen in situ in the eastern slope about six meters
below the summit. More direct evidence of the age of this
structure consists of a burnt brick found about a meter below
the loose debris on its top and therefore its position is hardly
accidental.

The brick bears a stamp with parts of two lines preserved.
The last line yields, with a fair degree of certainty, "Mar­
dukbalatsuiqbi king (or prince) of Karduniash." We know that
this ruler held sway in Babylon about 821 B.C.2 Whether or
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not the king himself directed the building operations, the
evidence distinctly implies construction on the site in the
Babylonian period. And any building project here which made
use of the king's name would almost certainly involve the
religious center of Opis and the older time. Other indications
point in this direction, but their proof must await further
excavation.

Professor Waterman heads his account of the excavations in
the preliminary report with the title "Notes on the Excavation
of Tell Umar,' and in the introduction (p. VI) identifies the
mound "the so-called ziggurat of Tell Umar, the artificial hill
that gives the local name to the complex of mounds."

It seems strange that such an outstanding landmark should
have been unnoticed in the ancient authors. It is not unnatural
that it should not have been represented in the arch of
Septimius for the city and its buildings are depicted (pl. IV)
with a minimum of detail. The round city of Ctesiphon
and the rectangular walls of Seleucia are contrasted, but the
interior buildings are probably artistic symbols. Probably also
the tell was far less conspicuous in ancient times from outside
the walls, since the walls themselves would conceal at least all
the lower part of the construction.

Ammianus saw on the Euphrates'' a great tower like a
lighthouse at the entrance of the Royal Canal. In the time of
Seleucia the walls of the city and lights at strategic points, if
desired, would have marked the location of port and canal,
and the same purpose would have been served by the walls and
towers of Ctesiphon in the later period.

For the same reason it is difficult to conceive of so vast a
mound built just as a watchtower. The surrounding country is
so flat that any eminence, particularly the walls and towers of
a fortified city, would have served as convenient lookout
points, and if it were important to watch the country on all
sides from one point, an extension of a tower presumably
already fairly high, would have been more reasonable. The case
is otherwise if the tower were an observation post for religious
purposes, either for the observation of the whole heavens for
omens, or as the approach to the upper regions in sacrifices to
the gods. In this case a spot removed from military zones and
preferably a place in the immediate vicinity of a temple would
be more appropriate.

Professor Waterman very properly is hesitant to call Tell
Umar a ziggurat but it is difficult to give it any other name.
The great tomb for a Hellenistic, a Parthian, or even a Sas­
sanian prince is of course a possibility but there are no par­
allels in Mesopotamia, unless the tomb of Gordian III seen by
Ammianus between Circesium and Dura (and unfortunately
not clearly located) might have been a similar high mound. At
Seleucia the excavations, though necessarily short and incom­
plete, show no indication of a burial chamber. Neither is there
any legend to connect it with the funerary monument of a
distinguished personage, or of anyone hero so elevated above
other kings and dignitaries as to merit such a memorial.

Since there was a square tower of mud-brick in the center
of the mound, one may assume that something was supported
on top and that the tower, at least all the lower part, was
always concealed by the mound. Otherwise, the mud brick
would have been protected by plaster. Approach to the top
would have been by a staircase, or by receding tiers of brick
like the pyramids if the surface were brick covered, or by
ramps.

It seems more than a coincidence that the major axis of the
ellipse exceeds the minor by approximately 15 meters, almost
exactly twice the thickness of the wall, and that in one section
excavated (the northwest) the wall was more than double
(18.30 meters) the usual thickness of 7.62 meters. Professor
Waterman remarks that the results of the excavations gave the
impression of a circular tower but that the survey showed the
ellipse. I suggest that ramps one thickness of the wa11led up on
either side of the ellipse to a summit, on top of which was an
alter, a small temple, or both. If some sort of a procession,
perhaps with animals for sacrifice, ascended the monument, a
solid road and one of fair size would be essential. There are no
remains of structures on top, but one may recall that altars
also might be built of mud-brick covered with plaster. The top
of the inner wall would be used in part as the ascent way

. above the height of the ramps.
One assumes that so large a structure required the inhab­

itants of a city for its construction. The fJ11 apparently was not
debris after a destruction of the city but dirt and sand com­
paratively free of archaeological finds. Within the broad limits
set by these conditions, the date of construction may be
allocated convincingly to the later half of the city's existence
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and, by inference but less convincingly, to the second half of
the first century A.D.

Little dateable material was found in the mud-brick work
of the ancient wall of the mound except a glazed gray green
lamp of Parthian type (E11364) and a fragment of a glass
bottle (El1558). The type of lamp is a common one (Debe­
voise's no. 391) and was found in all three levels of excava­
tions. One may add, in a word of caution, that the fourth
level, the Hellenistic period, was very slightly explored and
absence of types in that period does not obviate entirely the
possibility that they belonged to the earliest period also. In
this particular case, however, the rather crude, clumsy shape,
as well as the glaze, suggests Parthian rather than Greek manu­
facture.

Blown glass is rare at Seleucia and normally belongs to the
later period of the city. Since it is all imported, however, there
is always the possibility that any individual piece may go back
to the beginning of our era. One may say in this case that a
second century date is more likely than a first century one and
a first century A.D. allocation is very much more probable
than the first century B.C.

The mound contained an older structure consisting of a
mass or unburnt bricks. Professor Waterman was able to deter­
mine in the limited excavations neither the shape nor size of
the building but the size of the unburnt bricks, 35.5 centi­
meters square and 12.7 centimeters thick, differed sharply
from the bricks in the circuit wall and the interior square
tower which in both cases measured 38.1 centimeters square
and 10.15 thick.

The important question of how the larger structure was
related to the earlier one as far as function and use is con­
cerned may conveniently be left to a later page. In date, the
interior structure is earlier and the difference in the size of the
mud bricks suggests both a change in scale and in control. The
measurements of the earlier bricks are based on the Samian or
Ionic ell of 52.5 centimeters. This was the standard of meas­
urement in Halicarnassos and in Egypt under the Persians and
Ptolemies," and this unit was continued at Dura-Europos in
the Parthian period.f In Parthian Assur" the early mud bricks
measured 40-42 x 40-42 x 12-13 centimeters and were
changed later to 37 x 37 x 12. They became, therefore, smaller
in perimeter and very slightly thinner. In Seleucia the change is
from the Hellenistic size with surface slightly smaller than the
Assur bricks and about the same thickness to a larger peri­
meter very close to late Parthian measurements at Assur, but
the brick is noticeably thinner than both Parthian at Assur and
the Hellenistic. The variation in the size of Babylonian bricks
makes a standard unit of measurement almost impossible to
determine but Segr~ suggests an ell of 469 millimeters and a
foot of 312.16 millimeters." As far as measurements of bricks
go, therefore, one may say that the older mud-brick construc­
tion belongs to the Greek period, though it does not indicate
whether it was the Hellenistic period or the period of city
sovereignty under Parthian control. The circuit wall and
central tower belonged to a comparatively late Parthian
period, that is, after the revolt of Seleucia in 43 A.D.

The most interesting finds from the excavations of Tell
Umar were two bullae of bitumen, one complete with the seal
impressions, the other a half of a bulla with five seal impres­
sions. Unfortunately, the exact place of discovery was not
noted. They were not found on the surface or in the mud

brick. Bullae belong, as McDowell's study showed.f to the
Hellenistic period, as opposed to that of Parthian occupation.
At Warka 9 the bullae found in excavations were scattered over
the rooms of the large temple built in the time of Antiochus
IV, Epiphanes. At Seleucia, on the other hand, the great
majority were found in the private houses of the block. Since
the bullae date from the earliest level at Seleucia, it is well to
remember that rarely has this period been reached in the block
and almost never in the temple areas. It would be most helpful
if the bullae might be taken to indicate a temple area and that
occupation or construction went back to the Seleucid period.
They could, however, be taken as evidence that the later phase
of construction went back close to Seleucid times. At Seleucia
even the connection with a cult is by no means necessary.

The prime requisite for a ziggurat in its Babylonian­
Assyrian sense would, I believe, be its close connection with a
temple or some sort of religious worship and of this we have
no proof, as yet, at Seleucia. Nor is there any evidence for
erection of ziggurats in Greek or Parthian times, only the
continued use of old structures. Herodotus 10 describes the
great tower of Babylon as supporting a naos in which was a
bed and a golden table for the visitation of the god. No
remains of a temple were discovered on the top of any ziggurat
as far as I know but a temple usually lay beside the tower and
both temple and tower lay in the same temple area. Kolde­
wey 1 1 contends that the account of Herodotus proves the
character of the tower as support for a temple. The roof of
such a naos as an observation point raised above the dust of
the plain would naturally be a boon to the Babylonian
astronomers. 1 2

The claim of Tell Umar to be a ziggurat rests primarily
upon its monumental size. Even after the weathering of
centuries, the structure rises sixteen meters above the ruins of
the city. Identification depends, of course, on the definition of
ziggurat. Almost certainly the building, whether ziggurat or
not, would correspond to the High Place raised toward the
heavens for religious ceremonies or observations.

Within the perimeter of the tell in the southern part of the
mound lay a solid mass of unburnt brick. The purpose of this
also is not clear but it seems reasonable to suppose that the
mound of the tell both enclosed and superseded the earlier
structure. Outside the enclosing wall there was discovered a
solid platform of baked brick (7.32 meters x 3.965 meters x
1.52 meters thick). Its corner cut through a part of the circuit
wall of the mound and its base lay about two meters above the
foundation of the enclosing wall. It belonged, therefore, to a
late period but seemed to be intimately connected with the
mound.

It is extremely tempting and it seems to me to be very
reasonable to consider all three edifices as serving, in part, the
same purpose and of representing successive stages in the
history of the site. If this hypothesis is correct, the early
platform of mud brick represented the foundation of an altar,
monumental in size according to Greek standards but by no
means comparable to the tremendous pile which superseded it.
In the end the tell was abandoned as the place of worship and
sacrifice, or the baked brick platform supplemented it.

Dates for the construction may be given in only general
terms. The early mud brick belongs to the Greek period
according to the measurements of bricks but there is no
indication that it was built before the period of Parthian
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control. The discovery of Hellenistic bullae in the excavations
of the mound might suggest that the artificial tell was con­
structed not long after the Parthians had included Seleucia
within the empire. On the other hand, if the bullae had
enclosed records of land ownership, they might well have been
preserved long after the common use of bullae had dis­
appeared.

At Nippur the Parthians constructed a walled citadel in the
precinct of the older temple of Bel and preserved the ziggurat
as a central eminence, if not as a defensive bastion. I

3 At Assur
the walled citadel of the Parthians included the great tower of
the old ziggurat.l " At Dura the Parthian palace was built
directly over an earlier Hellenistic building of importance,
though identification with a chief magistrate was impossible,
and the whole section was enclosed in a great wall of stone.
Perhaps at Hatra the palace with its tremendous courts served
as a defensive unit in times of emergency. In neither Hatra nor
Dura was there any sign of a ziggurat.

Seleucia served as the first capital of the Parthians in
Mesopotamia, but it is well to remember also that the Parthian
occupation was a military one. The transfer of troops to
Ctesiphon meant that in the first century, at least, of Parthian
occupation, the military headquarters had been located in the
city.

The situation of Tell Umar in the center of one side of the
city, equally distant from two great temple complexes, marks
it as the probable center in Hellenistic times, and the discovery
of the Seleucid Heroon makes this identification certain. It
would be, therefore, the logical place for a Parthian citadel.
One would expect that such a center would be marked off
from the Hellenistic city by a strong wall. The ziggurat would
serve as watchtower and lighthouse as well as bastion in the
new development.

There is no reason why the tower should not have been
connected also with a temple and should not have served a
religious purpose as well as a secular one. Direct connection,
however, with a temple is not clear and there is no very cogent
reason for connecting it with the Heroon which lay some
distance (a block) to the southeast. The temple in Babylon 15

lay to the south of the ziggurat. In Borsippav'' the temple was
placed northeast of the tower, and in AssurI 7 Temple A was a
little south of east and the liwan building, dedicated to the
god, lay to the east.

At Seleucia the older mass of unburnt brick and the later
mastaba of baked brick, both located on the southeast side of
the tell, probably indicate the location or the direction of a
sanctuary. The nature and type may be left to future excava­
tions.

In Babylon the height of the great ziggurat was reputed to
be the same as the width l 8 of 91.55 meters. In Seleucia the
width of the inner square tower was 18 meters and the present
height is some 16 meters above the plain. Perhaps the inner
tower was cubical and its original height would have been 18
meters.

One might suggest that in the Seleucid era, the palace was
the imposing monument in the middle of the west side of the
city and that about 140 B.C. the Heroon was built close to the
royal edifice to commemorate the dynasty. In the Parthian
period, the (at first) military occupation placed the king in the
palace, and constructed the ziggurat as part of a new temple­
palace complex. There is no reason why in the Phil-Hellenic

period of Parthian occupation the Heroon might not have been
re-erected on the site to commeemorate the close relationship
between the ruling houses. On the other hand, when the
Parthian capital moved across the river, perhaps the cult of the
Seleucids was renewed by the Greek inhabitants in opposition
to the Arsacids.
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III. THE SELEUCID HEROON

Trial trench number four explored during the first two
seasons a low mound east and a little south of Tell Umar, and
disclosed a free-standing building almost 55 meters long in its
east-west axis and close to 40 meters in its maximum north­
south width. It comprised a single unit with central court
twenty-three meters square bordered by baked brick and
enclosed bv a series of rooms. To north and south a single
series and to east and west a double series of rooms enclose the
central court. The largest rooms lie on the west side, and give
the building a striking resemblance to some Babylonian temple
plans but particularly to temple plans in the Parthian periods
at Dura-Europos.

The trial trench four structure had two periods of monu­
mental building. The lower building was constructed, as far as
could be observed, around a court of approximately the same
measurements as the later structure and was enclosed by a
series of rooms oriented in the same direction and of com­
parable size. Unfortunately, only parts of the plan could be
recovered.

Prior to the earlier monumental structure in Level IV, the
area beneath the court contained some walls of small rooms
and elsewhere some tombs and parts of two parallel walls. The
rooms may have belonged to small, private structures or to a
shrine, but they did not seem to be closely related to the
monumental buildings above. The two parallel walls without
evidence of cross walls or doorways apparently were parts of
enclosures.

Before the city was abandoned, graves, at least one
belonging to the classical period, were built into the walls or
their foundations, indicating a destruction of the building and
an abandonment of the area in the last period of the city.

The two monumental buildings were constructed some time
apart as shown by the levels of the courts, the floor of the
upper court lying two meters above the lower. The levels were
fairly accurately fixed by the baked brick border of the court
and a round well-head above and an open baked brick reservoir
with conduit and square well-head in the court below.

The earlier building built at the very end of the Hellenistic
period had evidently been destroyed since a terra cotta sima
was found in the reservoir, one of several pieces of Hellenistic
type simas recovered in the lower court. The later structure
belongs to the Parthian period, probably the first century of
our era, and changes in the details of the entrance suggest a
fairly long period of occupation. In the first preliminary report
the later building was termed a "Parthian Villa," since houses
of the Parthian period at Seleucia usually consist of a series of
rooms around a large, square open court. Peculiar to the
building in trial trench four were the size, its free-standing
independent position, and the disposition of rooms more
appropriate to a temple than a villa.

The discovery of an inscription, though broken and incom­
plete, allows us to identify the lower monumental structure as
a heroon dedicated to the Seleucid kings and inscribed to
Demetrius II (145-140 B.C.). That it was built at this period is
indicated by the fragments of Hellenistic terra cotta simas,
belonging to the later rather than the earlier Hellenistic period
(see the account of architectural decoration by Mr. Goldman)
and by the evidence of a considerable period of occupation
before the monumental structure was begun. If there had not
been a heroon dedicated to the Seleucid kings before the time
of Demetrius II, there was very good reason for erecting one at
this time. Even if there had been a smaller shrine before, there
was every reason now for enlarging it and stressing Demetrius
II because the direct line of Seleucid kings from Antiochus III
through Demetrius I and II had now been violently challenged
by Antiochus IV, Epiphanes, and his successors. Antiochus IV,
the younger brother of Demetrius I, had married the widow of
his brother and now had been succeeded by Antiochus VI
(145-142/41 B.C.) who had also taken the grandiose title of
Epiphanes (manifestation of god). The direct line of the
Seleucids had as patron god of Seleucia, Apollo; the rival clan
of Antiochus had chosen Zeus and the title of Epiphanes to
offset the claims of the Demetrius I and II. Inscriptions from
Beth Shan and Samaria 1 are witness to the efforts of
Demetrius' attempts to commemorate his family as founder
and legitimate king in the capital.

The changes in the court of the later building suggest a
variation in the cult or the ceremony. Certainly in the first
century of our era, the claims of the Seleucid family to
kingship had lost their meaning. The Romans ruled in Syria
and the Parthians in Mesopotamia. In Dura-Europos, however,
in the period SO B.C.-SO A.D., the temple of the Gadde was
erected, a temple dedicated to the goddesses of Palmyra and
Dura and stressing the founding of the city by Seleucus I. 2

The first citizens of Dura felt their Greek descent was of
prime importance in the face of the Parthian occupation, and
the Greek citizens at Seleucia waged a bitter struggle in A.D.
39-43 for their autonomous status, as opposed to the Parthian
control. A rededication of the building to the Seleucid founder
of the city would carryon in part the old tradition and
conform to the exigencies of the first century circumstances.
Since the new building followed the size and general plan of
the old, the probability is strong that the religious cult
remained very much the same. The Seleucid dynasty would
not be so important, however, as the Greek descent. The
comparative material at Dura may well mark a determined
effort on the part of the Greek Macedonian cities to preserve
that tradition.

The years 145-140 B.C. belong to the very end of the
fourth period. I have marked the plan of the building as Level
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Fig. 6. Heroon plan, level II (Parthian Villa, first level)

III, the period of its duration. The later structure belongs to
the beginning of Level II, the period after the revolt of A.D.
39-43. The alterations in the entrance might be appropriately
ascribed to the earlier part of the last level (IB), the period
after Trajan; and the period of abandonment to Level lA,
which is the period after the conquest of Verus in A.D. 164.

The Excavations
Early in January 1928 excavations were begun in the low

mound southeast of Tell Umar. The dig was called trial trench
four, but the first recorded finds numbered Al2 show that a
grid plan for extensive operations was already instituted. The
excavations revealed a large building and, subsequently the
remains of an earlier structure. Before the excavations were
completed at the end of February 1929, the area of the
building and its immediate vicinity had been successfully
cleared. Results were published in the First Preliminary
Report, 1931, pp. 9-17, by N. Manasseh under the headings
"Architectural Notes, Seasons 1927-29."

An advantage in the early stages of an excavation is that the
smallest fragments are new and interesting and so are reported

............. ,..1'

carefully, whereas later they may remain uncatalogued as
insignificant and too common. The disadvantage is that the
special problems and difficulties of the individual site are not
fully realized and consequently the records, though carefully
made, yield results that are not entirely clear (fig. 6).

In this particular case the area of the mound was divided in
exemplary fashion into twenty-foot squares oriented on a
north-south axis. When the plan of the building was outlined,
the catalogue shifted very properly to room numbers. There is
some confusion, however, since occasionally even in the same
levels the finds are sometimes recorded by the numbers of
squares, sometimes by the rooms, and the squares naturally do
not correspond with the definitions of the rooms.

The mound rose almost three meters above the level of the
surrounding area and the lowest occupation level is between
three and four meters below the surface level. Two monu­
mental building periods are distinguished in the central court­
yard of the building by a brick pavement two meters below
the top of the mound, and a bitumen-lined reservoir of baked
brick at a depth of four to five and one-half meters. Connected
with the reservoir was an open conduit of baked brick that
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must have represented the court floor at that period, since it
conducted liquid into the reservoir (fig. 7). In one corner of
the court a well had been constructed whose top was scarcely
a meter and a half below the surface of the mound. Two types
of well heads had been constructed, one on top of the other,
the first oval, the lower square. The body of the well was
round. Since the bottom of the first well head was level with
the baked brick pavement that ran around the upper court,
and the bottom of the square was on a level with the top of
the reservoir, it seems clear that the floor of the court was
raised two meters and that there are two building periods in
the central court (fig. 8). The plan of the building remained
substantially unchanged, since there were no foundations of
walls other than those of the last structure except that rooms
four and three were widened. Unfortunately the levels in the
rooms and in the central court, except for the border of baked
brick pavement, are not clearly defined. Below what appears
to be the lower court level, that is the top of the reservoir,
there was an occupation level two meters in depth. A period
prior to the monumental building here must be represented.
Foundations for a series of small rooms, largely beneath the
court of the' monumental building, were uncovered but no

distinctive features or finds identified the nature and purpose
of the building. Coins went back to the beginning of the
Seleucid settlement. There were no indications of a pre­
Hellenistic occupation.

A charred piece of wood in the doorway of room ten (of
the last monumental building), suggested that a part of this
building at least had been burned. Elsewhere, however, no
charred wood was remarked, and it is quite possible that the
building was abandoned rather than destroyed. If a Parthian
coin of A.D. 169/170-175/6 found three feet from the top of
the mound, and so considerably above court level, can be
trusted, occupation ceased at the time of the invasion of Verus
in A.D. 166. No later coins have been identified from trial
trench four.

A glance at the plan (fig. 6) will show that all the rooms on
the south side of the building are drawn-in hypothetically.
Whether traces of walls were not recognized is not clear. The
chronological levels in such a dig present peculiar difficulties in
any case, since finds close to the surface of an eroded section
may correspond to finds at low levels elsewhere, or the section
may contain a considerable depth of wash from higher levels
of the mound.
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Fig. 9. Drain in room 17

Chronology
Archaeological levels in trial trench four have been dis­

turbed also by the construction of wells, drains, and a number
of tombs. Details of burials will be considered in an inde­
pendent study, but an outline is appropriate even though areas
affected were apparently small. Four of the graves held the
remains of infants in jars, usually placed within a meter of the
surface. These would have been dug after the building was in
ruins and might well belong to a much later period. Another
grave from G6 (fig. 6), the area of the middle of the east side,
contained a skeleton equipped with an iron bracelet and, at
the mouth, a silver coin. This should belong to the classical
period, that is the city before its abandonment, and indicates
probably that the building was in ruins before the city was
completely deserted. A sixth grave was indicated only by the
discovery of a skull and leg bone. In F2, an area located largely
outside the building, a coffin was found at a depth of three
meters.

In the square C2 (fig. 14) a brick tomb was discovered at a
depth of five and one-half meters. The area C2 enclosed the
northern entrance of the building and a small section outside
the entrance room. Five and one-half meters is the depth of
the bottom of the reservoir, a level a meter and one-half below
the earlier court level. Fragments of gold leaf pointed to an
allocation in the classical period and the depth of the grave
suggested a relatively early period in the history of the
building. Unfortunately, nothing in the tomb served to distin­
guish the occupant or the period. Perhaps a burial had been
allowed close to or just beside the building since C2 includes
an angle of the outside wall. There is a possibility also that
between the building periods the site was temporarily vacant.
More reasonable, it seems to me, is the supposition that the
tomb was built before the first large building was erected.

In the period of the upper level a second well was dug in
room 11 and a drain ' in room 17 (fig. 9). The well in C-D3
placed conveniently in an angle of the court probably was
contemporaneous with the lower level, the first construction
of the great court. The digging would have brought up some of
the material of earlier levels and disturbed the original strata in
this district. In C2 at four meters a basalt stone with a hole in
the center suggested a latrine (fig. 10) and beneath this were
jars, upside down, with a hole in their bottoms, set down to
almost seven meters and functioning as a drain. It is not clear
if this belonged to the latest level and so was located in room
18 (the side entrance room of the building) or just outside it;
or whether it belonged to the earlier period as the depth below
the lowest level of the court suggests. A fragment of sima
found at six and one-half meters, similar to one found in the
reservoir, suggests the drain was filled up at the beginning of
the last period.

In the lowest level (Level IV) additional graves were
discovered. In AI, that is outside the area of the monumental
buildings, there is a tomb of baked brick; in AS a double tomb
of baked brick, that is two rectangular tombs with a common
central wall; and in ES a single tomb of baked brick. AS lies
almost completely in the south end of the pronaos of the
latest building and within the walls of the earlier structure. ES
falls in the court yard of the monumental buildings and largely
within one of the rooms of the building beneath the court.
Brick tombs in the block go back to the third level, which
begins in 140 B.C., and presumably these tombs antedate the
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Fig. 10. Basalt block, pierced

monumental buildings. If, however, they were dug or re-used
in the later periods, the strata in these areas would be com­
pletely upset.

Other construction in Level IV consists of long walls, not
quite parallel, running across the area of the court and
oriented fairly closely both with the later building and with
the block system. The lack of cross walls or any additions
except for a possible gateway suggests the fencing off or
limiting of an open district rather than a complex of rooms or
houses.

The decorative architectural fragments connected with the
buildings in trial trench four have been discussed by Mr.
Goldman. The great proportion in trial trench four are frag­
ments of clay simas decorated with lion head spouts and laurel
or olive leaves between dot or bead-and-reel borders. The
discovery of some fragments in the reservoir , which had been
filled when the level of the court was raised, and in the cistern
or latrine of C2 suggests that the ornament belonged to the
earlier building. One piece smaller in size, reddish yellow
rather than yellow gray in color, and with designs much more
crisply made , including a bead-and-reel rather than a stud
border, suggests an earlier structure l probably belonging to the
Hellenistic period (Level IV). The piece was found in Al north
and west of the present building. A piece of apparently the
same type (A989) was located four and one-half meters deep
in C2. Perhaps then l the building of this earliest decoration lay
to the west of the present structure. There was no clear
indication that the latest monumental building utilized simas
of the Greek type. The piece of baked brick set in the
mud-brick walls largely at important entrances but following
no clear definite plan suggests doorways arched in Parthian
style. No sign of decorative arches or capitals of pilasters
remained.

Definite dates for the building periods are suggested by the
coins, though the conclusions are rather tentative due to the
small number from trial trench four that have been identified.
Coins of the Seleucid era are extremely rare in the building;
not enough to justify the hypothesis that the early monu­
mental structure was built before the middle of the second
century B.C. A number of coins belong to the period about
140 B.C. A silver coin of 145-141 B.C. (B412) found in RIO
suggests that the rooms on the east side were complete at this
period or shortly after it. The clearest indication derived from
a study of the coins is that the first monumental structure was

built close to the middle of the second century B.C. There is
no indication of any significant changes in the time of Trajan,
a single group of four coins from room three dating from
this era , about 120 A.D. A confusion oflevels between coins of
the last half of the second century B.C. and the first half of
the first century A.D. with the stratum A.D. 36-40 suggests
some changes, at least the digging of some new foundations,
about or after A.D. 40.

Other evidence supports these general conclusions. The
fragments of simas found in the reservoir and the cistern are
late Hellenistic and form a sharp contrast with the better
baked, more carefully designed, fragments from the lowest
level. Appropriate, therefore, would be a date in the last half
of the second century B.C. The lack of columns in the court is
rather striking even in the late Hellenistic period. It would
have been still more striking for the era of Seleucid rule. In the
period 144-140 B.C., a part of the block G6 was destroyed by
fire and it might be that the earlier structure in trial trench
four whose rooms underlay the later court was destroyed at
the same time. As far as one could discover the later monu­
mental building was decorated neither with Hellenistic sima
nor with Parthian plaster. The Parthian plaster belonged
especially to Level I (the post-Trajan period) in the block and
the terra cotta simas to Level III. In the time of Trajan there
was widespread burning in the block, but this need not have
affected the temple area. A building period or a rebuilding,
therefore, at the time of the revolt at the end of the first half
century of our era seems appropriate. If the monumental
building was abandoned or destroyed at the time of Verus,
A.D. 166. the late graves and the lack of coins after that date
would be adequately explained.

The building stands isolated and very close to half way
between the two great temple precincts (Temples A and B).
The mound enclosing the ruins of the building rising some
three meters above the flat ground of the area led to the
excavations , but the area itself belongs to the district around
Tell Vmar which is appreciably lower than the greater part of
the city level as the contour map shows (fig. 3). The building is
oriented 14 degrees south of east, an orientation very close to
the sides of the square tower in the ziggurat , which appears to
have the south side directed 13 degrees south of east. It would
have been simple to place the temple a little further north and
so orient it exactly with the ziggurat. Since this was not done,
probably there was no direct connection between the two
structures. The temple fits into the grid block plan and is
located one block east and somewhat south of the ziggurat.

In close connection with the ziggurat one expects a citadel
of the Parthian period, and in close connection with the
Heroon one expects the palace of the Seleucid kings. Surface
examination of the district has given no clue and it may be
that the ruins have been destroyed in river floods. As far as
one can judge , the palace was not immediately adjacent to the
temple.

The plan of the building in the later stage was the regular
form of the oriental temple with a series of rooms grouped
about an open court , the entrance in the middle of the east
side , the double room of naos and pronaos lying directly
opposite (fig. 11). What the arrangements were in the earlier
building is not entirely clear due to the fragmentary nature of
the remains, but the general outlines with large open central
court , and the chief rooms on the west side, seem to be the
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same. In the northeast corner of the court, the shrine in the
later building overlay the reservoir of the earlier period, an
indication that the general size and proportions of the
buildings remained the same. On the east side a good many of
the rooms of the second level seem identical with those of the
first.

In the later building the piers of baked brick on the east
side framed the entrance to the temple, but the pivot stone
discovered in H6 was the only actual evidence of a door. 4 The
arrangement of a naos divided into three cellas was the regular
one at Dura and a common form in Mesopotamia. At Seleucia
the central shrine or naos is an alcove between two great walls
terminating in baked brick piers which divide the larger room
into three parts. Most unusual is the drain beneath the baked
brick flooring in the southern section. The southern third of
the pronaos forms a separate room but there is no corre­
sponding room on the north. Instead the northern third is tiled
with baked brick and a northern entrance allows access
directly from the outside of the building. Perhaps on certain
occasions people of importance obtained direct entrance and
stood on the paved section to watch ceremonies in the
pronaos, much as the spectators seated in the pronaos did in
the temples of Dura.

The fragments of decorative simas all belonged to the
earlier building. A gable roof would, therefore, be appropriate
in the first structure, a flat roof in the second. The simas are
Hellenistic but their poor quality suggests a date comparatively
late in the period (see the report of Mr. Goldman pp. 149ff.)
The baked brick piers all belong to the later structure.

The piers were not high enough to retain the spring of an
arch and no fragments of baked brick arches were found. Nor
were there any remains of the columns one might expect in
the court of the Hellenistic building. The column base used as
a door socket between rooms 13 and 15 in the later building
may have served as part of a columned entrance in the Hel­
lenistic temple.

Details of the later building may be more conveniently
considered in the review of the court and the individual rooms.

Details of Rooms, Level II: No attempt will be made here to
give all the measurements and architectural details of
individual rooms or a complete list of individual finds. The
plan shows the size of the rooms and their positions; many of
the individual finds have been already described in the publica­
tions of figurines, coins, seals, and pottery. The present
account will be limited to architectural features and individual
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finds which seem most significant for the history of the
building and the utilization of the rooms.

In such an account certain peculiar features of the dig need
to be borne in mind. In the walls of room lOan unbaked brick
contained the fragment of a fine figurine embedded in it. This
was not the only case of parts of figurines used as binding
material at Seleucia, but it serves as warning that small fig­
urines or parts of figurines are not necessarily connected with
the use or occupants of the room. On the other hand, it is
often very difficult to tell whether small objects found in walls
belonged originally inside the bricks or in little pockets, safe
deposit boxes so to speak, concealed in the wall.

Some of the objects found belong to fairly well known
types of objects. The location and significance of terra cotta
simas has already been mentioned and will be dealt with
separately by Mr. Goldman. Eight inscribed jar handles were
recovered, some at least Rhodian: one outside the north
entrance (Cl) in Level II; one close to the northern entrance
(C2) in Level III; two in the area of the naos (Z3); two in
Level IV; three from different parts of the courtyard; one
from C5 level four, that is, the southwestern quarter of the
court; one from E3, an area which comprised the north central
area of the court and Room 7, at about four meters below the
surface; one from the region of the reservoir at two and
one-half to three meters below the surface; and one recovered
from the dirt after removal from the specific section of the
dig. None belongs to the last period, since those in the court
were well below the level of the pavement (2 meters below the
surface).

Room 11-The plan published in the First Preliminary
Report (fig. 2, p. 10) reproduced here (fig. 6) shows the basic
arrangements in the last period of the Heroon, the Level II of
the excavations. A great, square open court is surrounded by a
series of rooms on the north and south, a double row on the
east and west. On the east side lies the entrance, on the west
the pronaos and naos of the temple.

A sketch plan, however, not published in the preliminary
report (fig. 12), represents a final phase (Level IB), with the
structural changes at the entrance subsequent to the time of
the basic plan. A glance will show that the general scheme
remains the same, with a series of narrow rooms on either side
of the vestibule on the east and a wider series flanking the
court. The door socket found in H6 is established as the pivot
for a narrowed doorway north of the tiled vestibule floor and
there is no longer an open room beyond the aula. Room 13 in
the basic plan (5 in the sketch plan) has an irregular shape and
a baked brick pillar has been built over the socket of the
previous door. The addition of baked brick facings and finials
to mud brick walls showed the continued use of baked brick,
though often at the expense of earlier baked brick sections.
The careless construction in the baked brick threshold, the
narrowing of the doorway, the closing off of the large entrance
room and the irregularly placed wall in room 5 (13 in the basic
plan) all reveal changes which seem like repairs and a contrac­
tion from larger rooms.

Since there was very little baked brick in the walls of the
lower level except for the reservoir, it seems probable that
baked brick came into greater and greater use and that, there­
fore, the baked brick pillars represented additions to older
walls or identified new ones. If a stone lintel were placed
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Fig. 12. Room 11, final phase

above the entrance, jambs of baked brick would be appro­
priate. It is not improbable, however, if the last phase of the
building belonged to the last half of the first century A.D.,
that the doorways were arched in the Parthian fashion. No
evidence of arches, however, was found in the remains.

In the block, paving with baked brick was usually reserved
for open spaces and even then usually confined to the borders
of courtyards, but doorways, corridors, and rooms are some­
times paved with baked brick even in Level III. The paving of
the east end of room 11 is not unique, therefore, and it seems
appropriate for a vestibule. The paving, however, seems in part
due to the well at the south end since the baked brick is not
centered for the entrance.

The remains in the well down to seven meters gave no
indication that it had been used for drawing water. A pottery
fragment with an egg and dart pattern (A633) found at six and
one-half meters recalls the roof tiles of the earlier building and
suggests the well was partly filled after the reconstructions of
the first century A.D. Presumably the roof was flat in the last
period but the roof tile suggests that in the earlier period an
impulvium took the water from the roof. No evidence for the
lighting of the rooms other than through the doorways
remains. The well in the entranceway is unusual and it may
have been a relic of an earlier building retained as drain or
reservoir.
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For the great pillar of baked brick on the north side of
room II there is no corresponding pillar on the south side.
Instead, a doorway to rooms 9 and lOis postulated. It may be
remembered that the quarrying of baked brick was a profitable
enterprise in later times and the loss of the door jambs may
have meant the digging out of a baked brick pier. Such, I
judge, was the case in the west end of the building, room 18. A
massive brick pillar would form an impressive entrance
(arched?) from the vestibule into room 11. The inscribed stone
found in Level IV of room II will be discussed later. It was
not unusual to conceal the courtyard from the gaze of passers­
by by placing the inner entrance to the court off center from
the outside door. The same concern in this temple is mani­
fested in placing the entranceway to the pronaos off the axis
of the naos. In the courtyard the square well head of well no.
1 belongs to the second (lower) level, the round well head to
the first (top). Perhaps then, the square well (no. 2) was closed
over the last period when the baked brick pillars were erected
and the south side of the vestibule was an open entrance into
room 9.

Room 10 -From a crude brick fragment of the wall in
room 10 came a figurine of a boy with Rhodian jar on his
shoulder. A bronze coin found in the east door was identified
by McDowell as one of Demetrius II (145-141 B.C.) Charred
fragments of wood were also found in a doorway but whether
the eastern or western is not recorded.

In the daily catalogue all these finds are listed in Level IV
(Cat. B518, B412, and B475 respectively). Miss Van Ingen in
describing the figurine5 lists it as Level III. The coin belongs to
the beginning of the third historical period of the city, circa
140 B.C. If the building was constructed at this period, how­
ever, the brick was contemporaneous but the broken figurine
presumably was a little earlier. The fine Hellenistic style of the
fragment supports this contention, but presumably the manu­
facture of the figurine antedated the manufacture of the brick
by only a few years.

In the catalogue, finds of the third level on the east side of
the building are reported from rooms 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, and
15. Since the plans of the buildings show no walls for these
rooms beneath Level II except for 9, 11, and 13, I take it the
earlier room levels belong to rooms of the same shape and size
as those above. Foundation walls could have been mistaken for
earlier levels but deep foundations are unusual and the more
common type of finds in the lower levels gives evidence for
occupation. Probably, therefore, in these rooms occupation
went back as far as the time of Demetrius II 145-141 B.C. The
very striking levels in the court show two distinct building
periods.

Near the drain system in G6 two coins from the Hellenistic
period were recovered (Cat. BI651), one of 280-161 B.C., the
other 215-210/9 B.C.

Room 1-The Court
The open court, almost square, is encircled by a border of

baked brick a little wider (six bricks) on the west than on the
east (five bricks wide). In the block such paved borders for
courtyards are most popular in the second level (the first
century A.D.) but they appear occasionally in the third level
and continue on into Level IA. In the northeast corner (D3)
the square well head of the earlier court was changed to a

circular one at the upper level. Fragments of jugs and pitchers
(e.g. Cat. A363 and A373) at depths of five to seven meters
below the top of the well indicated continued use as a source
of water. Two identified coins from a depth of seven and
one-half meters were dated A.D. 36-40 and 121-83 B.C.,
respectively (Cat. A464 A and B). In the center of the court a
bronze coin of Demetrius II (Cat. B838) was recovered from
the lowest level and from the same stratum a number of
figurines, including one of monkey and child nearly complete,
were also recovered.

In the northeast corner of the court, the baked brick
pavement extends beyond the border to cover the reservoir of
the earlier level. The fragments of baked brick wall in the
court demonstrate the very special architectural treatment that
was bestowed upon it, at least in the last building phase.

Manasseh's illuminating account in the first preliminary
report is worth repeating (pp. 12-13):

"Upon entering the court by this third access (the northeast
corner) one would have faced an altar-like structure along the
north wall 12 feet 6 inches long, 3 feet 3 inches wide, and 3
feet 4 inches high, made of sun-dried bricks and cased with
burnt bricks. Directly in front of this structure and two feet to
the south was a raised rectangular platform 11 by 6 feet and 7
inches high made of burnt bricks and bordered with bricks laid
on edge. Slightly to the right was found a small oval block of
burnt bricks 14 inches high. Between these two there was a
short paved conduit. The space around these three raised
structures was also paved with burnt bricks (see fig. 5) [fig. 13
in this volume] .

Fig. 13. Shrine in court

"Undoubtedly there was here an outdoor shrine. It may
very well be supposed that the victims were killed on the small
block to the right and sacrifices prepared on the large lower
platform and offered on the altar before the images placed at
some point higher up the wall. Fragments of a fairly large terra
cotta bull were found at this corner."

It seems quite possible that the foundation with the brick
wall behind the raised platform represented the place from
which a cult image or a relief had been removed when the
temple was abandoned. On the other hand, the fragments of
baked brick walls in rooms 2 and 22, in part built over
pavements of bitumen, suggest the possibility of a little naos
or alcove in which the cult image or sacred symbols were
displayed.

The sketch plan (fig. 14) shows some of the stages in the
upper archaeological level, the position of the graves belonging
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Fig. 14. Sketch plan with location of graves

to the period after the abandonment of the temple, and the
types of construction as well as the sequence of the baked
brick walls over the bitumen . The bitumen, in part, replaced
mud brick.

That offerings should be made and placed on the raised
platform seems very reasonable. If there had been an altar for
sacrifice , one would have expected it to be located in front of
the image rather than to one side. The small oval block of
burnt brick , however, may have been used for incense or as a
support for some cult object.

The right angled section of baked brick wall in room 22
obviously formed the northwest corner of a room or open
space and it is tempting to see in the three rows of baked brick
flooring at the west end of room 15 the east border for such a
room. The pavement does not quite correspond with the
present walls of room 15 and one expects the staircase to be
either encased in a wall or resting against one. The scanty
remains make restorations hazardous. One can only say with
certainty that the fragments of baked brick walls in rooms 2
and 22 belong to the very last phase of the temple.

The Northeast Comer Rooms 12, 13,14,15,5 and 6
Between rooms 13 and 15 a stone door socket was found in

situ. It consisted of part of the base of a Persian column. The
photograph (fig. 15) illustrates ' the long tongue pattern
stylized in angled flutings . A fragment of a similar large base
from Babylon 6 belonged to the Persian period. It is just
possible, however, that at Seleucia the earlier building was
adorned with columns. The location of the socket-column base
on the east side suggests the possibility that it belonged to the
entranceway of the earlier building, perhaps with wooden
shafts over stone bases.

In room 15 were two bronze coins of the earlier building
level (B1458 A and B Level IV) dated 175-164 B.C. and 38-31
B.C. Apparently they were found close together.

The most notable finds in room 14 were two seven-burner
lamps (B1240 and BI278), the latter decorated with a man's
bearded head, recovered from the earlier building level (Cat.
Level IV). A fragment of a third, elaborate lamp was in the
form of a boat (BI313). The small narrow rooms 14 and 5
would presumably belong to the custodian of the building or
to the janitor. In square H5, which covers part of room 14, a
group of common ware vessels (e.g. A392 = jug, A294 = cup,

Fig. 15. Door socket in Persian column capital
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A391 =bowl) were found only half a meter below the surface.
Perhaps they were originally in a cupboard or on a shelf in the
room.

A small cosmetic jar (B748 Level II in catalogue) with 31
small coins was found in room 5. The one coin identified was
dated A.D. 3640.

The Southeast Corner, Rooms 20 and 21
Not only the southeast corner but the whole sequence of

rooms along the south side of the building is restored on the
plan. Not even the south walls of rooms 20 and 21 are certain.
One would expect the chief entryway into the court would be
located on the west side of room 20, particularly since the
chief entryway to the pronaos from the court lay in room 3 to
the south of the axis of the building. Since both the entryway
to room 20 from the north and the entrance to room 3 from
the court have jambs of baked brick (not to speak of baked
brick pillars in rooms 11 and 18), it seems reasonable to
supply baked brick jambs between room 20 and the court. I
believe these jambs would indicate arched doorways, an
appropriate change in the Parthian period, but there is no
proof.

Significant finds were very few. In C7, presumably the area
of the room south of the middle of the court, the marble hand
of an acrolithic figure was recovered, the hand retaining part
of the white plaster which attached it to the arm. It measured
(B383) 87 millimeters in length.

Rooms North of the Court, Rooms 2, 7, 8 and 16.
Entry to the temple on the north side was obtained, as

Manasseh remarks,' by the entrance in room 8 and the court
was reached through rooms 7 and 2. The little room 16 would
presumably be that of the janitor and 8 would serve largely as
corridor. The baked brick pavement between 8 and 7 defines
the doorway clearly. The restoration of rooms 2 and 22 is not
quite satisfactory, however. One would expect that the rec­
tangular area of larger paving bricks south of the wall between
2 and 22 would represent an entrance sill. Probably, as the
baked brick fragments of walls in room 2 suggest, there were
two building phases, in one of which (the earlier) an entrance­
way to the court lay west of the shrine.

A cistern cesspool, composed in part of jars upended with
holes in the bottom, found in C2 was not remarked by Mr.
Manasseh. Presumably it belonged to the lower level and was
connected with the conduit drain of brick. The photo shows
the stone in situ (fig. 10) and the surrounding pavement of
baked brick. This would presumably be the pavement drawn
on the plan in Level III, largely concealed under the doorjamb
to room 16. The pieces of clay simas found at various depths,
one with lion head spout (AI058) at 4.50 meters, other
fragments (A986 and 989) at 4.50 meters: A685 at 6 meters,
indicated that it had been filled up at the close of the earlier
building period. From C2, though not from the cesspool, came
also part of an inscribed jar handle (BI197). It belonged to the
third level.

The cover of the cesspool, a rectangular basalt block with a
hole in the center (A668), was discovered at a depth of four
meters. The large inverted drainage jars (AI152) in four layers,
nine of them measuring 0.87 meters long and 0.36 meters
wide, reached down to a depth of almost seven meters. Above
this level in square D2, before the outlines of the rooms were

defined, a series of large storage jars with pointed bases (Cat.
A486 and A512) was found at a depth of 1.50-2.00 meters
(photo no. 31). Presumably they belonged to the late period
of room 16.

Other finds worth mentioning from square C2 were a
bronze coin (A537) of A.D. 15/16-18/19 found at a depth of
3.25 meters and a fragment of what must have been a good
sized terra cotta figure found at just under 2.00 meters. It was
part of a human leg 0.128 meters in length and 0.05 meters in
maximum diameter.

Three and one-half meters beneath the surface in square E3,
in room 7, therefore on the north side of the court, an
inscribed jar handle (A657) was found at 3.50 meters.

The West Side of the Heroon, Rooms 3, 4, 17, 18, 19
The walls of the pronaos are quite clearly defined. It is

divided into two rooms; the entrance from the court flanked
by piers of baked brick is south of the center of the court at
the north end of room 3. The pronaos itself is not quite
centrally placed in relation to the court, for though the wall at
the south end of the court continues and forms the south wall
of room 3, the wall bordering the court on the north stops at
the cross wall, and the north wall of the pronaos lies a little to
the north. This allows room for a small doorway at the north
end of the court into room 4. A socket for the door was found
both in the north doorway of room 4 and the door to the
court. In the doorway between rooms 3 and 4, there are no
burnt brick pillars but a foundation of burnt brick underlies
the walls completely around the room. An unusual feature is a
doorway in the north wall of the pronaos giving direct
entrance to the room from outside the temple. The absence of
burnt brick pillars suggests the entrance was a secondary one,
but the floor of the room was largely covered with burnt brick
tile, a good indication of the room's importance. The temples
at Dura often had theatre-like steps on either side of the center
of the pronaos. Perhaps here the tile floor supported a
standing group.

Rooms 17,18,19
I believe that the loss of the door jambs from room 4 to

room 18 was due to mining for baked bricks, but there is no
proof. One may, I think, supply a baked brick pillar on the
north side of room 18 to correspond to that on the south. The
arrangement of the two heavy pillars suggests an arch, and the
parallel walls make possible a vaulted one, but since the
material is mud brick, probably a flat roof is more in order.
The baked bricks irregularly placed but carefully recorded in
the plan of room 18, I suggest, were parts of the fallen arch.
The line of baked bricks across room 18 probably marked the
step to the podium or the line of foundation before the raised
platform for the cult image. Lack of evidence for the west wall
of room 18 is hard to explain as is the projection of the side
walls beyond the rear of the building.

Elsewhere in the rooms, the evidence for walls is not very
satisfactory. The wall of baked brick on the west side of room
17 reasonably defines the breadth of the room, but it is not
clear why room 19' should be noticeably less broad. Mr.
Manasseh thought room 18 was the vestibule'' to a secondary
court, room 4, a very natural hypothesis in the present state of
the remains. A paved area at Seleucia more often represents
one open to the sky and the closing wall to room 18 is not
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apparent. On the other hand the oriental temple very
commonly had the naos divided into three rooms, of which
the cult area was the center.

In room 17, to the south of the center, a tiled area covers
an elaborate drain represented in the drawing of Manasseh9 as
a series of great jars arranged in two tiers (fig. 9). The place
apparently was used for ablutions.

Level III
Remains of walls from the earlier monumental building

show a series of rooms beneath the pronaos of Level II. They
cover, in general, the same area as the pronas but the rooms
are narrower and are oriented a little more to the east. The
plan of Level III suggests four rooms, the north wall of which
is close to the north wall of the later naos. The south wall is
lost. Presumably it lay beyond the south wall of the pronaos.
The east-west walls have the same orientation as walls along
the south side of the court and the entranceway of room 11.
The cistern and the wells (numbers 1 and 4) suggest an open
court not incommensurate with the later building. To this
earlier building belonged the decorative sima fragments and
the inscription of Demetrius. However, the details, particularly
the arrangement of the naos, are not clear. A fireplace of burnt
brick, which interrupts the southern extension of the western­
most wall of the building, probably represents an earlier
building period, at least an early phase of the second level. The
room walls of the earlier period are made entirely of mud
brick.

In the pronaos of room 3 four coins were found pressed
together in Level II. One was Roman, of Trajan A.D. 98-117
(B709); a second of Osroes A.D. 113/4-119/20. From A6 the
third level, two coins of four found pressed together (B784 A
and B) were identified. One belonged to the period 42-40 B.C.,
the other two 121-83 B.C. It is not clear whether the coins
from A6 lay outside the building or beneath the level of the
room walls. One may see in the Trajan coins a small hoard
concealed in a time of trouble.

In A3, the area of the doorway between 4 and 18 and the
section just to the north, three coins were found together in a
brick (B908), one of which was dated A.D. 17-18. It is not
clear whether they were a hoard in the brick wall or were in
the clay.

From a sub III level in room 3 came a coin (B785) dating
prior to 311 B.C. In general, finds belonging to the pre­
Parthian period, that is before 140 B.C., came from the west
side and beyond the temple. In Yl , northwest of the corner of
the temple, two coins of the third century B.C. were recovered
(BI541). Two inscribed jar handles came from Z13, the
section beneath the center of the naos, and one more (B929)
from Cl. the section north of the entrance to room 8.

In the center of the court (square DS), below the early
building period of Level III, was found a rectangular model of
a hut (Cat. B393) whose gable roof was fastened on by a cord
attached to a knob at each corner. It recalled the hut urns of
Italy but contained neither bones nor ashes. The location of
the model in the center of the court, the care with which it
was made and fashioned, and its position just beneath the level
of the lower court suggest a foundation deposit. The gable
roof allocates it to the Hellenistic period.

In Level III part of a baked brick pavement came to light as
did a well (no. 4). The pavement was constructed along the

east side of an early wall and the well may have caught the
water from the roof.

Beneath a part of the platform in the northeast corner of
the court and extending beyond the platform toward the
center of the court, lay a reservoir which had been filled up
and paved over when the level of the court had been raised. In
the reservoir was discovered part of a terra cotta sima with a
lion's head spout (A940), obviously an architectural fragment
belonging to the earlier building period. Other fragments of
terra cotta simas (see the account of Mr. Goldman below),
made it clear that the earlier structure had a gable roof in the
Greek style. Apparently its plan resembled that of the later
building, with a series of rooms around an open court, and the
architectural decorations of the room marked it as a building
of importance. It was this earlier temple to which the inscrip­
tion of Demetrius had been attached.

The position of the reservoir beneath the later shrine
probably means that the rites and ceremonies connected with
the earlier temple were carried on in the later one. What those
ceremonies might have been, however, is puzzling. The
reservoir was filled, apparently, through a closed conduit from
a vat, since the conduit opens into the top of the reservoir. An
open conduit to the south of the vat might presumably carry
off waste water, but its connection with the vat is not clear,
since the remains break off suddenly before the vat is reached
and the direction of the pipe before the break is not toward
the vat (fig. 7).

Manasseh's description lOis as follows: "This vat, which
was partly destroyed by first level walls, was built of burnt
bricks and bordered with bricks on edge eight inches high and
must have had an area of about 35 square feet. It was
connected with a reservoir six feet eight inches long, four feet
eight inches wide and five feet six inches deep by a covered
conduit whose opening was four inches by three inches. All
these were made of burnt bricks laid in bitumen (B.B.) and
were coated inside with a thick layer of bitumen which
rendered them waterproof."

Manassah thought the arrangements were intended for the
manufacture of date wine and suggested the juice extracted in
the vat would flow through the conduit to the reservoir, while
the water in which the dates were washed before taking them
to the vat to be pressed would be carried away by the mud­
lined burnt brick conduit on the south and east side of the
excavations.

Such an hypothesis would explain the separation between
the vat and southern conduit but it scarcely seems appropriate
for a temple. One thinks first, when a covered conduit in a
temple area connects vat and reservoir, of the changing of
water to wine. The water would flow from the vat and pour
out through some fountain head into the reservoir in the form
of wine. A much simpler explanation, however, might be water
from the vat pouring into the reservoir in a narrow stream to
furnish ablutions for the hands of worshippers. The mud-lined
conduit would carry off surplus supplies, or it might have
served simply as a drain. Presumably the vat would be filled
from the sloping roof in times of rain. The closed conduit
would allow control of the water into the reservoir.

The Dedication
One of the very few Greek inscriptions, a limestone block

with parts of six lines, was discovered in trial trench four (pI.
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V). The catalogue of daily finds records the stele of limestone
as found beneath room 11, and records the dimensions as L.
25; W. 20 and H. 10 ems, (B561 of date 12/18/28). The
location is important because room 11 was the entranceway of
the building and the fragment beneath the floor might
logically be assigned to an inscription close to the entrance of
the earlier building.

The top, bottom, and right edges of the stele are intact.
McDowell's transcription is as follows: 11

Avn6]xov Of aw[riipos
(jaa] lA.€ ws 0f

.... ]~€VOV i€p[ 0 ]J.uni[Jlovos
]s b:ywvo8eroo Jl

raJli[a]s n tos
. ]K€arparov

McDowell believed the inscription was dedicated to
Seleucus II; Rostovtzeff preferred Seleucus 111 1 2 and R. P.
Mouterde, Antiochus II Theos. 1 3 In a special study offered to
Pthe Mouterde, 14 I suggested the dedication was made to
Demetrius II. In any case the building might be identified as a
heroon of the Seleucid dynasty.

In my discussion of the inscription in the Melanges, I
thought the letter at the end of line two, read doubtfully as
epsilon, might be read as eta, and the name of the king
Demetrius might be supplied immediately after the title.
Reference to the stone has convinced me that McDowell
correctly read the epsilon and that, therefore, the O€ should
stand. The O€ is difficult unless Demetrius II is coupled with
Demetrius I. The hieromnemon is concerned with the living
king and the king would be most appropriately linked with his
father in this monument, since the titles of the two Demetrii
echoed the titles of the first two kings.

I believe, as stated below, the letter at the end of line four
should be read nu instead of mu and the word would then
represent the nominative singular of the participle.

R. P. Mouterde suggested that the genitive in McDowell's
l€p[ 0 ]Jlzn7[JlOVOS] be changed to the nominative plural, thus
making the hieromnemones subscribers to the inscription. The
nominative singular is supported by the identification of the last
letter in line five as nu instead of mu. The "one presiding at
the games" then also joins the list of those subscribing.

There is a question whether more than one priest and
hieromnemon would be mentioned by name in the inscription.
The genitives of lines three and six suggest that the fathers'
names of functionaries as well as the names of the func­
tionaries themselves were given, and I suggest that if more than
one official were mentioned in each case the lines would have
been abnormally long. It would also be appropriate for the chief
official in each class to represent the group. I have, therefore,
suggested the singular form for the officials rather than the
plural. The one who presides would in any case be appro­
priately a single individual.

The lines of the inscription should, then, be restored in part
as follows:

l€p€vs ~€A.d)KOV NlKaropos Avn6]xov Of ~w[riipos
d 0eiua toi: 0€lVOS Kat .6.T/JlT/rpLov ~wriipQs (jaa ]lA.€WS 0€
.6.T/JlT/rpLOV NlKarcoo: 6 0eiuo;rou C/>lA.O]~€VOV l€p[ 0 ]Jlvr7­
JlWV Kat 6 beiua toii O€lVOS b:ywvo8€rouv
Kat ---]raJli[a]s Thas
«ai aSeiua toi: - - ]K€arpdrov

"The priest of Seleucus Nicator and of Antiochus Soter,
such ~nd such (the name of the priest), son of so and so, and
the hzeromnemon (he who piously calls to mind the name), of
Demetrius Soter and of King Demetrius Nikator, such and
such (the name of the hieromnemon) son of Philoxenus(?),
and such and such son of so and so who presided at the games,
and Otas the supervisor and such and such an official son of so
and so (Nikestratus?) [dedicated this building or this gift] ."

In the first line the final omega stands seven centimeters
from the right edge, which would allow space for the final five
letters of Soteros. The surface is abraded so there is no trace of
the letters themselves. In the second line the upright and the
lower bar of the epsilon seem clear. Six centimeters remain on
the stone to the right of the epsilon but are worn away so
there is no indication whether or not letters were added. Line
three ends with the eta and to the right the four and a half
centimeters to the edge of the stone, though only partly
abraded, show no trace of letters. The line suggests that the
divisions come in syllables and that the right hand edge was
always the limit of the inscription. In line four, the tau,
omicron, upsilon are all clear and leave room for one letter at
the end. The upright and part of a diagonal are both visible so
that both nu and mu are possible. The difficulty is augmented
by the fact that the lower angle of the letter nu is regularly
above the line of script so that the diagonals in mu and nu
start from the same type of angle. As nu makes a natural
ending to the participle, it is preferred to mu, whose only
function could be to start another word. The last four letters
are contained in the space of six centimeters. In line five the
first three letters and the last four are clear. The sigma stands
four and a half centimeters from the right edge of the stone
but this space is badly worn. I see no indications of any letter.
Between the mu and the sigma the space of almost three
centimeters is abraded and the letters are partly indistinct and
partly invisible. There are traces of an iota, though not certain
ones, half a centimeter from the mu. This leaves almost two
and a half centimeters for the alpha of McDowell and the
alpha iota of R. P. Monterde. The space is adequate and
appropriate for both. I believe we can accept the first iota with
confidence.

McDowell reads six letters in the last line confidently and I
believe his reading is correct. The kappa at the beginning is not
too clear and might be read iota rho from the marks in the
stone, but these letters are inappropriate. The rho in the center
of the word has left no traces that I can see and the tau before
the rho shows only the lower part of the upright.

At the beginning of line three there is the end of a low
diagonal and McDowell supplies a ksi. This is quite possible
and I have nothing better to suggest.

There is no indication whether the inscription coincided
with the erection of the building and was perhaps the dedica­
tion by the priests and officials immediately concerned with
the construction. The archaeological remains indicate that the
first significant structure was built on this area near the end of
the Seleucid rule in Mesopotamia. There is no evidence for a
previous heroon on this site and one scarcely expects that such
a cult would have been moved from one location to another .
One concludes, therefore, that the Royal Cult was first estab­
lished at Seleucia by Demetrius II.

The heroon is, on the other hand, the best proof that the
palace of the Seleucid kings lay close at hand. Perhaps the site
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of the later Tell Umar already contained an altar or some
religious structure. The finds of Hellenistic seal impressions in
the low area in front of Tell Umar suggest the remains of
records. The central location between the great temple areas
would be of course a natural place for the palace. Probably the
remains should be sought in the sunken area east of Tell Umar,
at least this should mark the open court or forecourt of the
palace. The heroon is not far away to the north. (See the
over-all plan fig. 3).
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IV. THE THEATRE

The block C 10 lies on the south side of the city close to
the middle of the western half. The northern end is bordered
by the ancient caravan road; the southern side is stopped
suddenly at present by the irregular edge of the mound. The
block is one block west of the open rectangle that presumably
conceals the remains of the ancient agora on the other side of
the road. The northern two-thirds of the block contains rela­
tively high ground running along the south side of the caravan
route. On the east, this low plateau is broken by a depression
roughly along the line and wider than the street, but to the
west the plateau extends through the contiguous block to end
in a rise and dip along the line of street 12. The cavea of the
theatre breaks the line of the plateau on the southern edge,
and the mound extends across part of both blocks, but the
theatre proper may have been contained within block C 10.
The excavations were concerned largely with the rectangular
building south of the theatre and this on the west lies along
the edge of street 12. (sketch plan fig. I).

Excavations were begun on December 29, 1928, and were
continued until January 20, 1929, under the title of trial
trench IS. The mound is only one of a whole series of most
interesting hillocks on either side of the route. The semi­
circular shape of the mound was intriguing, however; the curve
seemed to offer a reasonably limited area, and the height of
the sides seemed to assure the presence of a building of impor­
tance underneath. Once the identity of the theatre had been
ascertained, the workmen were transferred to new trial
trenches (16 and 17 were begun on January 22 and 23, respec­
tively) in the hope of locating the position of Babylonian Opis.

In the three weeks of digging, the massive piers of baked
brick at the south end of the excavations were discovered first
and were identified in the daily catalogue as "Gate" four days
after work began. The later plans and drawings were even
labeled "South Gate of Seleucia," and they do not include the
diagrams of the seats. Neither the height nor the breadth of
the rows was determined. Enough was excavated, however, to
make it perfectly clear that the stage was connected with the
terrace north of the wall with engaged columns. Whether there
were rooms in between, or whether the terrace was the skene,
is not clear.

The finds are probably more revealing when the purpose of
the building was disclosed than they were in helping to dis­
cover it. The large number of figurines (55) chiefly in frag­
ments might be the result of the disintegration of mud brick
walls. There were twenty lamps, one of seven-burner variety,
one of the round open bowl of the early period. There were a
number of beads, of which two were coral; eight small pots of
the type often used for cosmetics; two jugs; a number of little

ornaments, that is ring insets (BlOIS, 1016, 1073, 1174); an
iron ring (BI039); a mother-of-pearl pendant; (Bl194) et
cetera. One coin found at a depth of one meter (B858)
belonged to the period 121-83 B.C. and a second one, three
meters down (BI072), dated from 38/7-32/1 B.C. A depth of
about six meters was reached and finds were recorded by
depth from the surface without division of the sector into
sections.

A theatre was, of course, an indispensable part of the
Hellenic city and its popularity in the East is amply attested
by the examples of Palmyra, Gerasa, Philadelphia (in Trans­
jordania), Petra, Babylon, etc. The theatre at Babylon faced
south as does the theatre at Seleucia (through the axis at
Babylon is a little east of south and the axis of Seleucia, if it
follows the line of the block, is a little west of south) and at
Babylon the excavations brought to light a large rectangular
building south of the cavea consisting of a large square portico
with a single row of rooms on three sides around it (the stage
building of the theatre comprises the north side) and an addi­
tional colonnade before the rooms on the south. In the middle
of the east side a row of columns forms an open room or
exedra.! Koldewey (p. 298) suggests that this served as a
palaestra and contributed to the center for the spiritual and
physical need of the Greeks, fiir ihre geistigenund sportlichen
Interessen is his phrase. This is possible, but specific evidence
for a gymnasium is lacking.

At Seleucia the scheme seems to be the same as at Babylon
and this parallel suggests an established tradition linking
theatre with a porticoed building of considerable size. One
may add that the portico at Seleucia is not established, but
there is a good-sized, enclosed open space immediately south
of the stage. The finds at Seleucia offer no clues.

When one searches for similar arrangements, the Odeon at
Athens built immediately beside the theatre perhaps comes
first to mind. At Seleucia, however, the building is obviously
not a music hall. On the other hand a school for music, the
dance as far as choruses were maintained, would be appro­
priate as would, perhaps, a place for oratory and declamation.
Perhaps one need see, in the hot climate of lower Mes­
opotamia, only a place in which spectators might find shade
and relaxation. The royal school or academy and library would
'presumably be located near the palace.

If the palaestra was not attached to the theatre, however,
one suspects that it was not very far away. The civic center
should include in the Hellenistic city the agora, gymnasium,
bouleterion, and the theatre. The most valuable result of the
identification of the theatre was to establish the fact that one
civic center at least lay along the caravan route. It has already
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been suggested (see above) that a second agora lay along the
canal as a parallel to the upper and lower market places in
Pergamum.

It seems reasonable that the original plan of the city
stretched well beyond the edge of the present mound to the
south so that at least the block C 10 would have been com­
plete and space allowed for a street between block and wall. In
the southeast corner of the city the C blocks are complete and
the mound still slopes southward sufficiently to include part
of another series of blocks. Only future excavations, however,
can explore the city limits and probe the tantalizing mounds in
the vicinity of Seleucia's center of drama.

In contrast to the numerous fragments of architectural

decoration in plaster found at Babylon 2
, a striking feature at

Seleucia was the lack of architectural ornament either in brick
or plaster. It is possible that they might be found in another
part of the building. One may remember, however, that the
only architectural ornaments from the Heroon were pieces of
simas, and in the block the gypsum fragments begin only in
the second period and are confined largely to the first (Level
I). Architectural ornaments in brick occur earlier but they are
rare.

1. Koldewey, wied, Bab.. fig. 253, page 298.
2. Koldewey, Wied, Bab., fig. 254, page 299.



V. THE BLOCK G6-Level III
(Plate VI)

Digging in the block G6 began on October 12, 1929, a
fortnight after the beginning of the third season of excavations
with trial trenches 19 and 20. Work continued fairly steadily
thereafter until the end of the expedition, the conclusion of
the sixth season. The number of workmen employed on the
block differed at various times, however, depending on the
total size of the labor force and the number and importance of
other concurrent excavations. Thirty-two trial trenches were
made, all told, in the first four seasons, not to speak of the
excavations in the two great temple precincts in the last
season.

The excavation of a single block at Seleucia is a formidable
task. The block measures approximately 140 by 70 meters,
four times the area of the blocks at Dura (70 by 35 meters).
The excavations have been carried down to a depth of ten to
twelve meters, but the occupation levels continue almost to
water level five meters deeper. 1 The latest coins were those in
room 250 (dating 208/9-222/3 A.D.) and at a depth of six feet
in room 93, a silver coin of the same period. One from a well
in 65 belonged to A.D. 209/210-219/220. Sasanian bronze
coins were found in trial trench 18 just south of Tell Umar in a
vaulted grave. Otherwise, the coins of the second decade of the
third century are the latest evidence for ancient occupation.

The block itself lies a little south of the middle of the
present plateau of the buried city and somewhat east of the
middle of ancient Seleucia, whether one judges by Tell Umar
as a central point or midway between the two temple pre­
cincts. It is two blocks north of the open rectangle designated
as the agora and one block south of the east-west trans-city
canal which carried water from the Euphrates to the Tigris.
The location of this block was not particularly distinguished
and perhaps on that account the excavations are the more
valuable as revealing the usual rather than the unusual types of
dwellings. The remains of a large building called the palace in
the topmost stratum (Level I) caused a mound slightly above
those of surrounding blocks, and for this reason trenches were
begun at this spot. In the small amount of digging executed in
comparison with the vast space at Seleucia, it is fortunate
indeed that one dig was located in the vicinity of Tell Umar
(trial trench four), one along the throughway (the theatre trial
trench fifteen) and one in the residential area (block G6).

The air photos reveal a regular grid pattern of blocks
extending from the highway to the canal, except for the areas
in the immediate vicinity of the street and the waterway. It
seems safe, therefore, to assume that the blocks served largely
the same purpose. Since G6 in all the levels excavated was
devoted to private residences, with the addition of small shops
or tomb chambers along the street, the general area pre­
sumably always made up the larger part of the living quarters
of the city.

The architectural history of the block has been divided by
McDowell into four parts. 2 A more recent review presents
some revisions of his first conclusions. I quote from the careful
analysis in his unpublished report, "As a result of further
excavation and study certain modifications must now be made
in the dates previously assigned to the various levels found in
the block. For the beginning of Level I, the latest, rather than
the period A.D.. 115-120 it is possible to assign the more
closely approximate date of c. 120. Though the structure of
Level II suffered damage during the general period of the
Roman occupation under Trajan, it continued in use after the
retirement of the invaders and the reoccupation of Seleucia by
Osroes. Level I cannot have been built later than 122, and the
weight of evidence points to 120. On the basis of the study of
the Parthian coins it had appeared that occupation of the
block ceased soon after A.D. 215/16-the latest date for which
we have Parthian coins whether from the block or the complex
as a whole. More recently a preliminary study of our Sassanid
coins demonstrates that Level I continued to be occupied well
into the reign of Ardishir I at least, probably as long as any
portion of the old building remained habitable with the aid of
minor restorations, evidence of which was found at the begin­
ning of excavation in this area. During the later Sassanid
period the block was used to some extent as a cemetery and
quarry for bricks. For the beginning of Level II the prelim­
inary date of about A.D. 45 which had been accepted must be
changed to just after the year 69-70, the last year of occupa­
tion of Level III -perhaps A.D. 70. For this change there is no
evidence whatever of violence-the old structure was simply
torn down to make way for another of a different style.

"During the past season it has become increasingly clear
that Level III comprised three clearly defined sub-levels, with
the close of each marked by a considerable conflagration. The
earliest phase of Level III was itself built on the debris of a fire
which destroyed the greater part of the earlier Hellenistic
building. The destruction took place after the rule of Deme­
trius II had become recognized in Seleucia, that is, after about
145 B.C. and the ruins were exposed to at least one rainy
season. But the new structure had been in use for a con­
siderable time prior to the second or permanent occupation of
Seleucia by the Parthians. So Autonomous coins appear in
Level III before the Parthian royal 'issues. If the year 141 B.C.
is the correct date for this event, the earliest phase of Level III
must have been built about 144 B.C. Its partial destruction,
and the consequent restoration which has been termed Inter­
mediate III, took place after 42 B.C. but only shortly after,
probably about 50 B.C. This second principal phase of Level
III was in turn partially destroyed during the revolt which
came to an end in A.D. 40/41, apparently near its close. The
third or latest phase of Level III cannot have been built prior
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to the year 43-/44, but this must have followed very shortly
after this date, probably by A.D. 45. The evidence suggests
strongly that the block was not occupied during this interval
of at least four years, but was rather extensively used as a
cemetery.

"As has been stated, Level IV was brought to a close very
soon after the succession of Demertius II, perhaps in 145 B.C.
Occupation of the block whether as one level or more goes
back within the Seleucia period to at least 295 B.C. Examina­
tion of the cut to water level reveals several important con­
flagrations during this period. The latest phase, uncovered by
the excavations during the past season, appears to have had its
beginning in such a partial destruction and restoration which
cannot be assigned to a period much before the reign of
Demetrius I." In this analysis McDowell defines very skillfully
the years of rebuilding in the block at the end of the period
levels. I have not followed his suggestion, however, that the
division between Level II and III be placed at A.D. 69-70
instead of A.D. 43. In both cases there was rebuilding, but in
neither case was the block, in my opinion, completely rebuilt.
McDowell believed a single palace occupied the whole block. If
this is possible in Level I, it is certainly not the case in Levels
II and III. The rebuilding of one part, therefore, would not
mean the rebuilding of the whole block. For this reason, I have
preferred to retain McDowell's previous judgment that the
division between Levels II and III comes in A.D. 43, and
particularly because this corresponds also with a drastic politi­
cal change in the city's history.

Each of the levels presents quite distinct architectural
features, though there is some shading off and it would be
dangerous to say that all the houses in the block were de­
stroyed and rebuilt at the same time. McDowell's report
mentions a freer use in Level IV of white plaster as wall
surfacing than was true in subsequent levels. Level III (141
B.C.-A.D. 43) is characterized architecturally by the open
court with a pair of columns forming porches before the chief
room of the house. In the uppermost level (I) (A.D. 120-215)
the Parthian liwan is the chief room and sometimes two are
placed opposite each other across the court.

Level II forms a transition period between the predominant
use of the columned porch and the arched and vaulted open
liwans. In Level II (A.D. 43-120) the columns have dis­
appeared, but the arch and the vault for the chief rooms are
used, but sparingly. With the Parthian architecture came the
decorative plaster as an architectural ornament (see the
account of Goldman below) which begins in Level II and
blossoms in the period after Trajan.

Baked brick for flooring does not appear at all in the upper
phase of Level I and is used rather sparingly in Level IA (pl.
IX). Two courts (132 and 208) have narrow (three bricks
wide) borders, one (61) has a single line of bricks half a meter
from the walls; two others (219 and 239) have single rows
adjacent to the walls; in room 164-165 in the southwest corner
of the block a single row of bricks forms a border around the
room. Otherwise the bricks are confined largely to thresholds
or special small areas such as the pavement around the basin in
court 77. There is, however, the suggestion in the fragments of
brick pavement in 101 that the whole liwan was originally
paved, and traces elsewhere (as in 194) suggest a border or a
partial pavement of an area.

In Level II (pI. V11)a wide border (four or five bricks wide)

was fairly common in the open courts (65, 68, 62, 61), two
bricks wide 94, 38 (perhaps only one brick wide) and in one
case at least (205) the greater part of the large court was paved
with baked brick tile. Steps from the court or from one room
to another and thresholds were the other common recipients.

Occasionally small rooms in Level III (pl. VI) are tiled (68,
70, 65); courts 27, 18, and 102 were apparently bordered with
baked brick, perhaps 138 also, and tiles were used between
and in front of columns in 51, 102, 138 and 18. Part of an
open court or room (201) was paved with brick, as was a
section around the drain in 73, the corridor 210, and thres­
holds elsewhere. One might say there was a slightly different
employment of bricks in Level III, that is the tiling of rooms,
and the use in and around columns, but that the amount of
tiling used was about the same as that in Level II. There was
no trend obvious enough to postulate the amount and type of
brick tiling in Level IV.

The tiling was immensely useful in determining floor levels.
Otherwise the rooms had dirt or sand floors, with apparently
fresh sand and clay used as coverings from time to time. The
levels gradually rose, therefore, but the irregularity of the
surface made it extremely difficult to keep the chronological
strata in order. Deep foundations in upper levels penetrated
and disturbed strata of earlier periods.f A special difficulty at
Seleucia was the vaulted family tombs built beneath the court­
yards." Not only did the construction disrupt the stratification
of lower levels but the reopening, as occasion required, dis­
turbed the levels in the court and confused the chronological
sequence of finds. At the same time a vaulted tomb might be
taken as determining a court or room level above its vault and
the period of construction and use could be defined by the
dates in the successive graves. The types of construction of the
tombs also are valuable evidence for the architectural history.
The detailed account of the tombs will be reserved for another
report. Here, only the evidence pertinent to the chronological
history of the block and the architectural features of construc­
tion will be included.

Another difficulty, particularly for the sequence of figurine
fragments, and sometimes of coins, was the preference for
using broken pieces of terracotta as binding material in mud
bricks. I take it when two or three coins are found in a wall, it
represents at least a deposit if not a hoard. On the other hand
a single coin, especially a small one, may date from the
construction of the wall rather than the occupation of the
house.

Level III
The third level covering the years 144 B.C.-A.D. 43 repre­

sents the first part of Parthian invasion and occupation
through the revolt of the city in A.D. 36/43.

The basic element in the house plans of the period, as far as
one can judge from the block plan (pl. VI), was an open court
in front of a large hall or porch fronted by two columns
between engaged pilasters. The room or porch is regularly as
wide as the court and it regularly faces north, orienting the
axis of the house in this direction. This orientation offered
shade and coolness, just as the chief room of the Olynthian
house was oriented to the south for sunshine and warmth.i
Around the other three sides of the court a series of rooms was
built, very often opening directly upon the court. Entrance to
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the house from outside was usually obtained through an
entrance room or angled corridor.

Level IV
In the excavated rooms of Level III, coins of the Hellenistic

period have occasionally been recovered, and in rooms 301
and 16 caches of 85 and 79 bullae fragments made of bitumen
and belonging to the Hellenistic period" were found. It is
possible that rooms 301 and 16 in their earliest phases
belonged to the fourth level (the bullae were marked from
level sub-IV) and even that the finds of wine cups and jugs
from the adjacent court (16) belong to the same period.
Nevertheless it is at present impossible to define with accuracy
any single house of Level IV, that is of the Hellenistic period,
much less the arrangements of the block as a whole.

The outlines of the block, however, though not the exact
measurements, may be restored in Level IV with some con­
fidence. The air views show the grid plan with clarity; the
block dug is circumscribed by the same streets during the
whole of the three periods with remarkbly little change in
dimensions or outer walls, and the Hellenistic city regularly
was planned on a block system. This would be the more
expected in a new capital city and particularly one laid out on
the flat Mesopotamian plain.

In a large block in Seleucia, just as in Olynthus and Dura,
one expects a series of houses on the east and west sides,
probably originally with an alley between. The blocks at
Olynthus have the alleyway most clearly marked." The regular
block at Olynthus'' contained ten houses in two rows of five
and the half block measured 300 by 60 Greek feet. 9 The
typical Greek house was "rectangular or nearly square" and
with the walls would be approximately 17 meters square. At
Dura the measurements of blocks differed, ranging in length
from 72 meters! 0 to 76.50 meters' and in widths from
36.25 to 41.50 meters.l ' Pillet!3 remarks that the blocks
were usually divided by a central alley and the rectangles so
formed were parcelled out into two or even four sections.
Evidence for the longitudinal division at Dura, however, had
largely disappeared. The typical house as drawn by Pearson! 4

was square with a measurement of 17 to 18 meters on a side.
In Olynthus there were ten houses to the block, and in Dura
eight.

At Seleucia the block in all the levels dug is almost exactly
twice as long as it is wide. In the third level remnants of a
longitudinal alley dividing the block in half remain on the
north end, and on the east side the block is divided in half by
an entranceway between two houses, with the south quarter
divided again into two parts. This evidence is not sufficient to
reconstruct the plan of Level IV with certainty, but it seems
reasonable to expect that the basis was the Hellenistic scheme
of a rectangular block, in this case twice as long as wide,
divided into eight square house units.

At Dura, von Gerkan believes that the unit of measure for
the fortification walls in the Parthian period was Samian or
Ionic ell! 5 of 0.525 meters and he believes the same unit was
used in Hellenic times. This unit fits the measurements of the
square houses both at Olynthus and Dura well enough with a
side of between 17 and 18 meters (17.5 meters equals one­
third of a hundred ell).

At Seleucia the block measurements of approximately 139
meters by 69.5 meters corresponds rather closely to the

measurement in Ionic ells 266 2/3 by 133 1/3 = 140 meters by
70 meters. A square house 34 meters on a side would allow a
longitudinal alley way of two meters.' 6 The houses at Seleucia
would be four times the size of the average or typical one at
Olynthus and Dura.

If the original scheme was a block divided into eight square
sections, this does not mean that the Hellenistic home always
maintained a square plan, or even that the original houses
occupied each an individual square. Common walls were the
rule in adjacent houses, and nothing was more flexible than
the Hellenistic architectural arrangements. By making a door­
way between houses, by blocking off rooms, by encroaching
on the street or alley, the individual house or houses could be
adapted to the needs of expanding or contracting families, of
family relationships and friends, in a way that the modern
householder or even apartment dweller might well envy. When
one examines the early parts of Level III, one may recognize
only the traces of the original square houses (if the original
houses were square) and of the original eight divisions of the
block.

The Block Sections Level III

The first general impression as one looks at the plan of
block G6 Level III (pI. VI) is of a rectangular area comprising a
confusion of rooms or house units. There is a row of shops or
tomb chambers along the south side and extending around the
corner on the east. There is a corridor running in toward the
center of the block in the middle of the north side, and
entranceways divide the west half into three main sections
fairly evenly divided. One suspects that there should be an
entranceway in the middle of the east side, for a corridor (92)
runs east in a very narrow passageway (69) to the street wall.
The passage is too narrow for anything but an entryway or a
drain, and one needs access to the houses on either side. A
second passageway, 128, divides what appears to be individual
sections in the eastern half of the south side into two parts, as
has been remarked, and an entryway from the street is cer­
tainly called for through room 25Y.

As far as the finds are concerned, some difficulty is created
by a duplication of numbers. The architect has placed an x in
front of one of the duplicate numbers to distinguish it. I have
added a Y after the other of the pair to indicate that there is a
duplicate. The distinguishing letters are not marked in the
catalogue of finds, but find dates of objects are carefully
recorded and a comparison of excavation dates in adjacent
rooms serves to allocate the antiquities to the appropriate
room.

Since both the Hellenistic and oriental house plans are
based on a series around an open court, it is no surprise to find
that this is the arrangement also at Seleucia. If there were
many larger domestic animals: goats, sheep, burros, cattle,
horses, an entryway directly from the street into the court
would have been a great convenience. One scarcely expects in
the middle of a city, however, that animals of this type would
play an important role, and no provisions for animals (stables,
mangers, etc.) have been found. It is possible, however, that
the wide entranceway, 101, and some of the open areaways,
such as the central 144, may have been used in part for
animals. At Dura the angle-turn into the court to obscure the
view from the street is almost invariable;' 7 at Olynthus direct
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entry, street to court, or at least a straight prothyron to the
court was not uncommon.' 8

The striking and unusual feature in Level III at Seleucia, as
has been remarked, was the arrangement of open court in
front of a large hall or porch fronted by two massive columns
of baked brick covered with plaster and placed between
engaged pilasters, the whole surrounded by a series of smaller
rooms. The arrangements differ considerably within the sec­
tion and particularly along the house axis of columned room,
court, and opposite room. The largest unit is in the southwest
corner of the block, section F, and centers around a large
room 32Y. This room is separated from the court 126, by two
large columns between engaged pilasters. Opposite this chief
room a broad room, 125, with a wide doorway takes up most
of the north side of the court and givesaccess on the west to a
little side room, 143. The chief room which may be called a
liwan has the same width as the court but is slightly longer and
is flanked on the south by shops along the street and so
completes the house complex on the south.

In the southeast corner (section A) the court, 138, is small
unless the room 135 be joined to it. I suspect the lines marking
construction between 138 and 135 marked the foundation for
the tiled border which had been removed. This scarcely elim­
inates the difficulty, however, since an open room is left
beyond the baked brick border; or the brick pavement limited
only a part of the court, both of which arrangements would be
most unusual. If there was a wall between 131 and 135, the
court was very small indeed. South of the court the large room
36Y if fronted by two columns without the usual pilasters and
gives access through a middle doorway to a rear room 50 (also
as wide as the court) and room 36.

The southeast central section (regarding the block as
divided into eight main sections) contained an axial, well­
marked court; liwan 106, fronted by two columns between
engaged pilasters; and rear room 104, whose doorway is in the
middle of the rear wall of 106. There appears to be an open
room 83 on the north side with small side rooms to east and
west, but the arrangements are not clear. I think the brick
pavement indicates at least the edge of the court on the north.

The north half of the east side contains two columned
sections, both of them in the north half. It is sufficient here to
notice the special arrangement of the axial units and to leave
the analysis of house plans to separate treatment. The court­
yard 27Y is flanked on the south by two columns of baked
brick between engaged brick pilasters, behind which is the
single porch or large room 39. The room givesaccess to rooms
22Y and 58 on the west and east, but there is no room beyond
39 along the axial unit to the south. North of the porch, the
arrangement of rooms is a little curious also, since 28Y is
scarcely larger than a small storeroom and 78 is just a closet,
very probably underneath a stairway to the roof.

The unit of which 45 forms the court has still more unusual
features. The columns in front of room 62 to the south are
flanked by the walls of court and room rather than engaged
pilasters, and the two rooms south of 62 may originally have
formed one large liwan behind a columned porch. North of the
court, however, two rectangular pillars with the curved ends of
engaged columns front another open room (54) facing the
court. A further peculiarity of this unit is that it seems to form
not the central axial unit of a house but almost the whole unit.
There are little side rooms, 80 and 56 to the west of the court

and the open north room, but no real series of rooms around
the court. Perhaps the unit 64-45-54 formed an adjunct to the
house to the north; perhaps room 57 was closed off to com­
plete with 33 a small house unit accessible through corridor
21Y.

West of the corridor a well-defined unit is composed of
courtyard 18, bordered on three sides by tiles, the room 12 to
the south fronted by columns between engaged pilasters and
giving through a southern door into room 42. On the north
side a wide doorway gives access to room 55. I believe room
213 belonged to a separate house complex.

There are then, five axial units in the block in which the
court is fronted to the south by two columns forming one side
of a porch or room. In spite of the variations that occur
beyond this basic element of court with pillars on the south
and open room beyond, there is clearly an architectural trend
or fashion that distinguishes a number of houses in this third
level. To this we shall return shortly.

Meanwhile it is worth while calling attention to a few other
features. The tiled area 201 west of court 18 presumably
marked a courtyard open to the sky and had, to the south, a
small open room unadorned with columns and not marked
even by engaged pilasters. A similar arrangement immediately
adjoins court 120 to the west with a small tiled area having an
open room 107 to the south.

In the northwest corner of the block, the room 196, con­
siderably larger than surrounding rooms, is flanked to north
and south by good sized rooms, 35x and 189, but, if 196 is a
courtyard, the usual tiling has been lost or omitted and room
35x is closed off by a wall and doorway rather than with
columns. The house unit to the south has a court and large­
sized room, but there is nothing except the analogy with other
houses to suggest that 178 was an open court and 169 the
liwan to the south. The wide doorway in the middle of the
wall between the two suggests that together they made the
chief axial unit of the house.

Miss King, who made a special study of the sections in the
middle of the west side of the block, suggested that columns
had been lost between the engaged pilasters of room 153. The
tiled border at the north end of 153 probably identifies it as a
court and the engaged pilaster often flanked columns. Whether
there were columns or not, the axial unit of court and open
room to the south seems clear. From this room, the south side
of 153, access is given to 304 through a central doorway. The
sequence of large rooms beyond 304 is unusual, perhaps a
recompense for the lack of rooms north of the court. The
room 301 contained in the fourth level one of the caches of
bullae.

Elsewhere in the block, the central units of houses are less
apparent or at least less regular. The large open court 14,
adjacent to which the salt tax bullae were discovered, was
probably open to the sky, but none of the usual arrangements
of rooms are found around the court. The large open space
144 close to the center of the block does not seem to be
closely connected with any individual house complex. There
are other large areas, 122 and 147-118, and Ill, either open
courts or inordinately large rooms which do not fit into any
special pattern of architectural plans.

If one considers the unit 153-304 as it stands, that is an
open court with wide open porch to the south separated off
only by engaged pilasters, then there are three units of court
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and southern room without pillars, one 196-35x with narrow
central doorway, 178-169 with monumental entrance, and 153
with engaged pilasters scarcely dividing the court as it stands.
The difference does not seem to be due to wealth, since
though the unit 126-32Y is the largest in the block, and
102-106-104 deserves second place, the court room unit of
178-169 comes close to being the second largest in size in the
block.

If in Level II the columns gave way to the walls of a room
on the south side of the court, one might say in the third level
that the arrangements of court and room to the south made a
transition to Level II. The opposite is the case. In the second
level the columns give way to courts with an open room to the
south limited toward the court by neither wall nor columns.
Furthermore, in some instances both in relation to the
columned court and the walled court, the unit in Level II
lies directly above. This is the case, for instance, of the tiled
court 65 and open room 15x located directly above the tiled
court and columned room 39, and the tiled court 61 and open
room 54 of Level II constructed directly above the court and
walled room 196-x35 of Level III. Either then, the court and
room marked a very short transition period between the
columns and the open room which bordered the court to the
south in Level III or the completely open room superseded
two different architectural traditions, one with walled room
but still the most important one, the liwan; the other the open
porch or room on the south side of the court. The latter seems
the more likely as both the units 45-62 and 138-36Y have
columns without engaged pilasters as reasonable transition
steps between the columns with pilasters and the open room
without columns.

Closest to the second level arrangement would be the long
area 111, if part were indicated as court by tiling. Interestingly
enough the two small units 201-180 and 107 divided into tiled
area on the north with open room to the south parallel later
Level II arrangements on a small scale.

The most interesting questions are the origin of the
columned porch or open room, its history in Mesopotamia,
and its special relationship to the architecture of Seleucia. One
might start safely by saying that the arrangement is not Bab­
ylonian. Both the Babylonian and Assyrian temples and
houses, to include the palaces, were built without columns.
Where necessary square pillars or pilasters were used for sup­
ports and one may say for Mesopotamia, as a whole, that the
columned porch and room were foreign before the Persian
period.

The Greek influence is a good deal closer and stronger. The
little temple with porch of two columns in antis is a basic form
in Greek architecture and one may cite as an outstanding
example the Nike temple on the Acropolis at Athens. The
treasure houses at Delphi and Olympia provide further
examples of the same form, a square or rectangular (long)
room behind a porch of two columns in antis. In the domestic
architecture examples are more difficult to find. At Olynthus,
though the peristyle is used19 and sometimes a single row of
columns is placed along one side of the court in front of the
pastas, 20 there is no chief room with a porch of columns in
antis.

Perhaps it is foolish to insist on this distinction. In the third
level at Seleucia the columns are regularly used in pairs, they
front a deep porch or open room which regularly occupies the

whole of the south side of court and they stand between
rectangular pilasters jutting from the court walls on either side
or between the plain walls of the rooms to east and west. In
Olynthus occasionally21' a single row of columns formed the
whole boundary on one side of the court. One may remark,
however, that the Olynthian remains fit comfortably into the
regular peristyle courts or colonnades of private Greek houses;
the Seleucid at least insist on a very particular form.

At Priene a single one of the Hellenistic houses has a court,
in the middle of one side of which is a porch with two
columns in antis. It is famous in architectural history because
it echoes part of the Mycenaean megaron unit and seems
therefore to be peculiarly Greek. One difficulty is the fact that
the Mycenaean megaron unit appears suddenly in Greece, since
there are no columns in the Middle Helladic period, and it
disappears just as suddenly and completely at the beginning of
the Geometric period. The Greek megaron temple repeats the
same form but as a free standing and individual unit. There is
the very occasional use of columned porch and long room in
later Greek history, as the house of the Bishop in Thessalian
Thebes22 and building D in the agora of Eleusis.23 .

In Nippur the excavations of the University of Pennsylvania
uncovered a 'Little Palace' of the Parthian period (fig. 16) with
interesting parallels to the Seleucid residences. It was roughly
square in plan, one side almost 52 meters, the others less than
52, close in measurement to the one hundred Ionian ell of
52.5 meters. 24· The court has a peristyle and is entered
through a loggia with two columns facing the court, not round
columns but each composed of two half columns built on
either side of a square shaft. The peristyle is composed of
square pillars at the corners with four columns on each side.
The main room has on the north side its entranceway com­
posed of double doors raised three steps above the level of the
anteroom. The room is broader than it is long, the width
corresponding to the side of the peristyle, and it has its roof
supported by four columns. The anteroom has half the depth
of the chief room and as reconstructed by Fisher has a single
doorway (in addition to that into the main room) facing the
center of the court and the loggia. Just beside the doorway
under the portico was an altar, at first mistaken for the base of
a huge column.

The women's quarters are to the west of the men's and the
chief unit, fortunately here well preserved, consists of a square
court, on the south of which lay a deep porch separated from
the court by two columns between pilasters and giving into an
inner room facing north with its door in the center of the wall
and its doorway raised a step. Since in this unit the sides of the
porch and the chief room continue the line of the court, the
parallel is very close to the arrangements at Seleucia.

There are a number of serious questions which may be
raised concerning the restoration of the whole chief unit south
of the court. Fisher remarks 25 in relation to the peristyle
court, "on the south side the colonnade widened out to 15
feet 5 inches, to make a more effectual entrance to the
principal hall. Here on a broad step before the door stood a
round altar (5), a thing never missing from the true Hellenic
court. This was mistaken for the base of a huge column by the
first expedition, but the absence of another on the opposite
side would preclude this idea, even if we had not the evidence
of its size and position. The space between this step and altar
was cut by a deep trench, so that we could determine nothing
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Fig. 16. Nippur, little palace of Parthian period, plan (after Fisher)
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of the character of the pavement or wall. It is easy to suppose,
however, that this was occupied by the vestibule (6) of the
megaron or men's hall, for at its southern end was the door­
way we have already mentioned. Three low steps led up to it
and the door sockets at each side show it to have been a
double door. Fragments of the hardware were scattered
around. The hall (7) into which this gave admittance was by
far the largest in the palace, 38 feet 7 inches by 48 feet 5
inches in size. Only the entrance remains to us, but its dimen­
sions, which we can restore, would lead us to suppose that it

had columns to support its roof, in which case it doubtless had
a raised skylight after the fashion of the palace at Tiryns and
other Hellenic ruins which have come down to us. Beneath
this would have been the low hearth usual in the men's hall."

If the columns are correctly restored, I believe the influence
should be sought rather in the Iranian than the Hellenistic
tradition. The megaron hall is extremely rare even in Asia
Minor after the Mycenaean period and even the columned
porch or vestibule is difficult to find. On the other hand, the
columned hall and a pillared vestibule are the basic elements of
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the old Persian palace. Herzfeld26 states that the unit of
composition at Persepolis essentially consists of a portico
between two closed rooms and a vast hall behind. In pre­
Achaemenian tombs the regular plan is a deep portico adorned
with two columns and a door in the middle of the back wall
leading into a spacious tomb chamber. A tomb at Fakhriqa
south of Lake Urmiya has an open tomb chamber, a second
pair of columns replacing the wall with the door.27 At
Persepolis the great halls of the palace are square and sup­
ported with numerous columns. In the smaller rooms and
entranceways the square chamber with four interior columns is
almost the rule. So are formed at Persepolis the gate of Xerxes,
the "Tripylon," which Schmidt calls "presumably the first
audience hall of Persepolis;,,28 .two of the side rooms of the
palace of Xerxes; and almost all the rooms of the Harem
palace of Darius and Xerxes.29 the Median tomb or pre­
Achaemenian, Herzfeldv" suggests, was a continuation of
Anatolian, of which those in Paphlagonia were the nearest
analogies. One recalls that the temple of Baal Shamin at Si in
the Hauran had a temple front of two columns between towers
or side rooms and a main room consisting of a square chamber
(with ambularium) whose roof is supported by four
columns.i' '

This leads us rather far afield, but a survey, though brief,
allows some conclusions. Both in Iran and in early Anatolia
the porch of two columns between towers or rooms was well
established. The basic pattern of the old Persian Empire was a
pillared vestibule behind which lay a square hall with columns
supporting the roof, four whenever the room was a moderate
size. The Babylonian-Assyrian tradition included neither
columned rooms nor porches. The hallmark of the elegant
Hellenistic house, however, was the peristyle.

At Dura the court of the palace of the Redoubt, remodeled
during Parthian times, was flanked on both the south and the
west by broad rooms fronted by porches, each adorned by two
columns between pilasters and contained by the side walls of
the court. (Dura-Europos Rep. IV, pl. III). The Parthian palace
at Tell Duweir in Palestine exhibits the same basic unit of
broad room to the south of the court and a vestibule of two
columns between the side walls.32 this may be called the
Hilani pattern, but it corresponds also with the old Iranian
tradition. There is no doubt that the Greeks with their pen­
chant for the peristyle and the colonnade found little dif­
ficulty in accepting this variation in courtyard architecture,
but I see no reason for considering it Greek. An interestin~

variation at Dura occurs in the House of the Large Atriurrr'
in which a colonnade on the north of the courtyard is bal­
anced on the south side by four columns between pilasters
attached to the side walls of the court. Behind this stands the
chief room of the house.

A good example of the Greek house in lower Mesopotamia,
or at least the Greek peristyle introduced into the Babylonian
type, is House I from Babylonr'" The original neo-Babylonian
house35 'had a large central open court with the main room on
the south and, opposite it, another good-sized room with
kitchen to the west, and two small rooms and perhaps the
staircase to the roof on the east. Behind and on either side of
the great broad room on the south of the court was a series of
smaller rooms, the one immediately behind the center of the
chief hall being the largest. In the Seleucid period36 the plan

remained almost unchanged, but a Greek peristyle was intro­
duced into the court.

The house in Babylon illustrates how easy it was to place a
Greek stamp on a building by erecting a peristyle in the open
court. A parallel case at Dura was the addition of a peristyle to
the palace on the citadel, a building whose outstanding fea­
tures were the great open Parthian liwans.f 7

One may suspect that some of the houses in the fourth level
at Seleucia contained the Hellenistic peristyle. This would be
the more likely if the block were divided into eight large,
square houses. The size and shape of the house or palace at
Nippur lend support to such a supposition. The size of the
courts would presumably be proportionate to the size of the
houses and there would be ample room for peristyles.

The arrangement of the women's quarters at Nippur, both
the position and the general form, seems to find a very close
similarity in two houses of Level III at Seleucia. At Nippur the
main unit of the chief rooms to the south of the peristyle
court is supplemented by a rather similar unit on the west side
of the house. There is an open square court flanked on the
south by an open porch fronted by two columns between
pilasters and giving access to a room equal in breadth to the
breadth of the court and the vestibule, and resting on the rear
wall, the south wall of the house.

In the two cases at Seleucia, sections Band D, the main
units have square open courts, porches with columns between
antae, and rooms behind the porches as wide as porch and
court. Immediately beside the main axis in section B is a small
open court and a large open room to the south, a smaller room
on the north. In section D a corridor separates the main unit
from the secondary unit but the secondary unit is of the same
type: an open court flanked by an open room to the south, a
closed room on the north side. Fisher has suggested the smaller
unit at Nippur represented the chief rooms of the women's
quarters and this seems the best solution at Seleucia.

The oval columns in the loggia at Nippur are paralleled by
similar types of brick columns, two half columns on either side
of the courtyard, in this case, just one of the entranceways to
court 45 in section D.

Fisher's objections to recognizing a columned porch in
front of the Megaron at Nippur were the size of the column
base, the lack of a similar base on the other side of the center,
and the belief that the round base best filled the need for an
altar, "a thing never missing from the true Hellenic court." It
seems hazardous to challenge this supposition but the excava­
tions at Seleucia suggest the alternative of the columned porch
before the megaron rather than the closed room. Furthermore
the columns at Seleucia are monumental in diameter, partic­
ularly in proportion to the length of the facade and the size of
the room. An altar was a very appropriate article in a Greek
court but in the private houses of Dura they are very rare
indeed and at Seleucia they are non-existant, at least in the
Parthian period. At Olynthus they were not round and they
were located in the center of the court or on one or another
side of the main axis and faced east. The lack of a second base
would be fatal to the theory of a colonnade if a large trench
had not been made between step and altar and the mining for
baked brick were not a very popular employment. My own
opinion is that since the women's quarters at Nippur had a
deep columned porch in front of its main room, columns may
safely be restored in the chief unit before the megaron. In that
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case the main unit becomes in plan very close to the Myce­
naean megaron form of porch in front of a four-columned
room. At Nippur as at Seleucia the pattern should rather be
referred to the Iranian palaces. In any case Fisher's suggestion
of a low hearth between the pillars may be confidently
rejected. The only evidence for four columns in the megaron
at Nippur is the size of the room and the analogies of
Mycenaean and Persian chambers. Since no architectural frag­
ments remain, I suggest the Parthian vault as at Tell Duweir
may have replaced the columns.

The Tombs
The sections of the block varied between a minimum of

eight large dwellings and perhaps twenty smaller ones,
according to the needs of the times and the occupants. The
number of persons living in the area when it was fully
occupied might differ between 30 and 100 depending on the
number of children, servants, slaves, etc. If 50 or 60 is a fair
average and there were three generations a century, between
600 and 700 persons in Levels I-III should be accounted for in
the tombs, provided all were buired in the block area. In the
block there seems to be no definite rule for the place and type
of tomb. A number of burials are in corridors or alleyways,
some are beneath the floors of rooms in houses and some
belong to the rooms along the edges of the block which may
have been reserved for burials. At the same time there is no
doubt that all the inhabitants were not buried in the area and,
even if allowance be made for deaths away from the city, in
military campaigns, journeys, etc., it seems clear that there
were burial grounds at Seleucia other than in or around the
private residences.

Reuther38 'suggests that in old Babylon burials were made
in ruined houses rather than in occupied ones and so there
were distinct stages represented by levels when the house was
used as cemetery and when again rebuilt above the old graves
for occupancy. Both in the block and in the 'precinct of the
Royal Temple graves were made late in the occupancy of the
city or after sections of the city had been abandoned. It is
quite possible therefore that unoccupied parts of Babylon,
both before and after occupancy, were utilized as graveyards.

I see no reason why districts outside the city should not
also have been used for burial grounds. At Dura, both in the
Seleucid and the Parthian periods, burials were regularly out­
side the city walls and the same was true in Palmyra. Probably
much of the land outside Seleucia was irrigated, and from time
to time floods or attacks would make burials in the plain
difficult or impossible. The grave chambers in Seleucia, more­
over, as well as the number of graves in the block made it clear
that in many cases burials in the occupied areas of the city
were preferred to those outside the walls. I do not believe,
however, that the occasional flooding of districts outside the
city would cause the inhabitants to shun burials in the dry
season. The best explanation, therefore, for the comparatively
small proportion of burials in the city is that in many, if not
most, cases the custom of the Greeks to bury the dead outside
the walls was observed.

Reuther's conclusion at Babylon that graves were not made
in occupied houses but only in deserted ones has rather serious
objections even in Babylon. The single grave, especially the
poor one, might conceivably borrow unoccupied ground for a
burial and this might well include discarded houses or those in

ruins. It is more difficult to believe that tombs, elaborately
constructed and intended for more than one burial and
especially a second burial coming at an indefinite later date,
would be built on land not controlled by the builder of the
tomb. If clear land or a deserted house within the block were
purchased for use as a burial ground, it becomes a part of the
house owner's property and in the easy transfer of rooms and
houses under the construction system of common walls, the
difference is small whether the house or room next door was
purchased in an occupied or unoccupied state.

At Seleucia in one grave (no. 216) at least 33 skeletons
were found, and six to eight were usual in the vaulted tombs.
The vaults commonly contained four to eight cubicles, as
compared with the vaulted graves with at most two burials in
Babylon. Most commonly at Seleucia, the burial or tomb was
located in a small room of the house. This might suggest that
the room was considered as a tomb chamber and was not
employed for other purposes. The employment of rooms along
the street and not communicating with the adjacent house,
supports this idea of rooms used exclusively for burials. On the
other hand the occasional tomb beneath the floor of the court
precludes the conclusion that every room in which burial
occurred was reserved exclusively for the dead. Indubitably
the individual house owner was free to make his own decision.
The burials in corridors or alleyways were usually of the
poorer sort, probably, therefore, of slaves or servants. People
of means and especially those belonging to the families of
houseowners might be buried in the houses or the rooms along
the courts. The alleyways were common property and pre­
sumably could be utilized on occasion by the owners of
adjacent houses.

The vaulted tombs at Seleucia are constructed both in the
orthodox manner with the bricks lying flat, that is radially, or
with the bricks of the vault placed upright and resting flat on
the end wall of the chamber (the pitched vault). Both styles
are found in the same level at Nippur and are well illustrated in
Hilprecht.f '' What is called the pitched vault with bricks
upright but placed flat against the end wall is related to the
Parthian style. The Parthians in their palaces supported the
vault of the liwan against the back wall of the hall. In Babylon,
however, Reuther believes the vaulted tombs, four out of five
of which belonged to the orthostate type (with standing tiles
along the sides), should be allocated to the pre-Seleucid
periods. The vaulted type was exceptional in Babylon, how­
ever, and Reuther'i" suggests they may have been made by
foreigners. Since at Seleucia the purely Hellenistic level has not
been dug, it is impossible to tell whether the Parthian type
existed previous to the Parthian occupation of the city or not.
If Reuther is correct, the type should probably be called
Iranian rather than Parthian, though there is no evidence of it
in the old Persian kingdom. Perhaps it is best to say conserva­
tively that it is rare in pre-Parthian conquest.t '

A more common type of grave, and one which belongs to
the Parthian period at Babylon,42 is the baked brick tomb, a
single brick wide, closed above by a series of bricks placed on
end, one point projecting into the tomb, the edges resting on
either side of the construction. So the roof gives the appear­
ance of a sharp gable with one point of the brick cover placed
directly above the middle of the grave. Since the bricks are 33
centimeters on a side,43 'the structure was a very narrow fmal
resting place indeed. The body was stretched at length as
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compared with the common Babylonia contracted position. A
variation of this type was the wider form with a cover of three
bricks, one on each side braced against the sides at a 45 degree
angle and the third used as a "keystone" above. At Assur in
the Parthian period, the grave of baked bricks sometimes has
the cover of bricks placed on edge and starting in toward a top
brick in horizontal position; sometimes the sides also are
composed of rows of single upright bricks, the most econom-
ical of the baked brick structures.44 ,

Very old in Babylonia, in fact in the greater part of Meso­
potamia, was the practice of burying within the limits of the
city not to speak of within the walls of the private house. The
practice is well attested in ancient Babylon, Assur, Nippur,
Kish,45 Surghul, EI Hibba,46 and Carchernish.f " The dis­
covery of the use of anthropoid sarcophagi in Babylonia, a
practice derived from Egypt, indicates the continuance of the
intramural burials in the Seleucid period.48 In the lack of
excavations of the Greek level at Seleucia, one may suppose
that at least the native Babylonians (as opposed to the Greeks)
were continuing the old practice.

In the accounts of the individual houses, the graveswill be
reviewed chiefly for their evidence in the disposition of
individual rooms and for any information they might yield for
the date and history of the house.

Street 4

L EVE L III
block G6
SECTION A
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Section A
The section designated A (fig. 17) at the southeast corner

of the block occupies a quarter of the distance along street 4.
If it were square in plan it would reach to the center of block
G on the south. This probably was close to the original
division in Level IV comprising one eighth the area of the
block. Presumably, in the lowest level an alleyway would have
divided the block down the middle and this has been
encroached upon by the house in section F.

Streets limit the section on the south and east. To the north
the corridor 26x-40x-128 divides section A from section Band
on the west corridor 124 and the unbroken wall on the west
side of rooms 245, 246 and 258 separate the house from
section F in the southwest corner of the block.

The interior rooms, with a few of the exterior ones, form a
single house whose plan is clear and of not unusual type. The
courtyard 138 is bordered by a baked brick pavement, only
the outlines of which remain in the north and the west. The
main room 36Y lies as usual on the south side of the court and
is fronted by two columns of baked brick probably between
small pilasters (not recorded on one of the block plans).

Behind 36Y, that is to the south, lay a good sized room, 50,
with its chief entrance givinginto the middle of the south wall
of 36Y. North of the court beyond the baked brick border an
open space probably represented a room open on the court
side but roofed. The main axis of the house was oriented north
and south with a series of connecting rooms on each side.

Entrance to the court is obtained from street 4 through
rooms 235, 38Y, and corridors 132, 22x. A side entrance to
the inner room 50 is obtained from Street G through rooms
35, 44, and 48. The doorway into the court 138 from the
corridor 124 is not clear. The doorway might depend from
year to year on how closely knit the families in sections A and
F were linked since it gives easy communication between the
two. Probably originally the entranceway from the street 4 to
the court was through 23x. Rooms 24x, 25x, 131 form a

Fig. 17. Section A, block G6, level III

separate apartment which seems more logically connected with
the house in section F than that in A since it gives access from
the street to corridor 26x, 40x, 128 and so to court 128 in
section F. Since the rooms 24x, 25x, 131 would normally be
considered part of section A the different arrangement affords
a good example of how easily the plans of houses may be
altered when common walls are the rule. Similarly room 254
on street 4 was originally a part of corridor 26x, 40x, etc. At
some time it was walled off from the corridor to form an
independent room and the apartment 24x, 25x, 131 was taken
over in part as a replacement. The corner rooms 237-259 form
an independent apartment and room 239 (also 254) on street
4 and 238, 47, 242 are independent units on street G. At first
sight, at least in comparison with other Hellenistic towns such
as Dura, these would appear to be shops. In room 47 and
perhaps 23x there was a tomb. The series of rooms of this type
are found on the block only in the southeast corner and along
street 6 in section D. Doorways clearly marked in all rooms
except 21x give confidence that .the plan could be accurately
reconstructed from existing remains.

Digging in Level III of Section A began in December of
1930 and continued through the E season 1931-32.

Burials
The skeleton of a child (tomb 185) lying flat on the back

was found in 50 immediately below floor level partly in the
south wall. There was no grave furniture.

Tomb 182 was located below floor level in the center of 44
and contained five skeletons, the upper one of a full grown
man. The bones of the four beneath had been disturbed and
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robbed in ancient times. The bones were hopelessly mixed and
there was no grave furniture.

In room 47, an independent unit on Street G, six burials
(tomb 191) was discovered along the west wall. The lowest
skeleton was in a coffin. Above this were successive skeletal
remains of three persons, covered with a lid over the frame of
the sides. The fifth skeleton lay above this cover and was
separated from the sixth with another cover.

In the corner room 237 nine bodies had been buried in the
northeast corner and along the north wall (tomb 179). Appar­
ently the grave had been undisturbed but the bones were much
decayed. The frame and cover had been plastered outside with
mud. A glazed coffin had been used for some of the bodies
and gold foil was found on two of the skulls.

In the room 239, whose only door was on the street, a full
grown man had been buried below floor level (tomb 172). He
lay flat on his back and there was no tomb furniture but from
the fill above the grave a number of pottery spurs were
recovered. These may have supported plates or bowls of
offerings.

Tombs 158 and 198 were discovered in room 24x, a room
belonging to a separate apartment giving access from street 4
to corridor 40x, 128: Tomb 158 lay above 198 and was dated
by a stamped baked brick of A.D. 20/21 built into the sturc­
ture, and contained seven skeletons. Tomb 198 lay beneath
and contained two skeletons, one near the south wall of the
room, the other underneath and near the north wall. Over the
skulls were some gold foil and in the fill two lamps, one
broken, and the head of a figurine. Three lamps were
recovered from tomb 158.

Grave 192, consisting of disturbed skeletal material perhaps
of two persons, may have belonged to 23x or may have been
located in 23Y in section F. A former entrance way may have
been blocked off to form 23x and the narrow room is large
enough for the burial of the two persons. The grave was below
the pavement and contained some fragments of gold foil.

Other tombs will be considered in discussion of the rooms
in which they were located.

Rooms 138, 36Y, 50, 135, 39x (the court and rooms to south
and north).

The small finds from the columned hall 36Y included
eleven figurines (largely heads), three lamps, two cosmetic
pots, a bronze signet ring with large stone, a glazed jug with a
single double twisted handle, and three coins of Demetrius II
(145-141 and 140-123 B.C.). Two of the figurines were found
in the doorway to 50. A female head with hairdo of two puffs
was represented beneath the gable of a shrine in one, and the
second represented the head of a bridled horse. The child's
grave in 50 supports the idea that the horse's head may have
been part of a toy.

Two lamps were the only other finds in 50.
Curiously enough the only finds in the court 138 were a

polished bone instrument and two pieces of figurines. The
baked bricks of the paved border on the north and west had
been removed. An open room on the court facing south and
the columned porch is paralleled in section B, 102, 83 (fig.
18). One may call attention to the jog in the wall beside the
entrance to 39x but there is no evidence that it was a stairway,
other than that one to the roof might be expected along the
wall of the court.

The open room 135 supplied a number of small finds
including three lamps and eight pieces of figurines but nothing
distinctive enough to identify a special usage.

There were no finds which might with certainty be assigned
to the little room 39x opening off 135 to the east. The rooms
correspond with 70 in section C (fig. 19) opening off 28Y at
the north end of the court. Room 70 (section C) is tiled with
baked brick. In section B, 83 at the north end of the court has
the open alcove 140 on the east side. Behind it lies the paved
room 65 accessible from the court through corridor 75. Part of
the drain from room 65 still in place showed the room to be a
bath. Probably the drain from 70 extended through the wall
into the street. The small size of 39x is appropriate for either
bath or latrine.

Rooms 245, 246, 258 (rooms west a/the columned room 36Y
and room 50).

Room 245 opens off a corner of the court and 246 from
the west side of the columned room. On the east side of room
36Y lie rooms 49 and 21x. Only the foundations of room 21x
remain so the doorway is not apparent. By a curious coin­
cidence the similarly located room in com plex C, room 72,
also lacks a door. Perhaps the doorway in room 21x led to 49
and 21x made an inner room removed from the court. On the
west side the baked brick threshold to 246 corresponds to the
similar threshold in section C on the east side of the colon­
naded room and a similar threshold is found in section F
between room 19 and the great open colonnaded room. In
Dura the more elaborate doorway off the court gave entrance
to the triclinium and one may assume such an identification in
Seleucia but no trace of a raised triclinium remains. Almost
nothing was found in 246-part of a figurine of a woman and a
vase or box of buff clay.

The finds in 245 included part of a seven-burner lamp with
decorated handle, two lamps of glazed clay, and two coins,
one of 121-83 B.C., the other 72-71 B.C.

Part of a bronze bracelet from 258 may identify it as a
woman's room, but the other finds, the torso of a rider from a
figurine, a glazed lamp, and four bronze unidentified coins,
add little weight to the evidence.

Rooms 22x, 21x, 49 (rooms east 0/ the court and liwan).
Remarkably few finds may be attributed to these rooms,

partly because those listed under room 22 all belong to 22Y in
section C.

Three figurine heads, one glazed lamp, and one bead came
from 21x. Room 49 contained two lamps, a large pot, and a
glazed pilgrim flask. In addition, a niche in the east wall
contained a small head of a figurine and an unidentified coin.

Rooms 35Y, 44, 34 Y, and 48 (the entrance apartment on
street G.)

These rooms form a rather independent apartment, though
with access to the street through 35Y on the one side and to
the inner room of the main axis 50 on the other. It was most
interesting to find a kiln in 34Y with the suggestion that the
owner was also an artisan. Debevolsef? reports that the kiln
was shaped like an elongated horseshoe, with clay side walls
about one meter high. The last firing had been completed and
the spurs (25) and lumps of clay"which separated the vessels
were piled in the southwest corner of the room. In the same
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Fig. 18. Section B, block G6, level III

Rooms 236, 235, 38Y, 132, 22x, 23x (the separate apartment
east of the court).

Perhaps the series of rooms 236, 235, 38Y, 132, 22x, 23x,
served also a double purpose since it has two doors on street 4

corner were six pilgrim flasks and Debevoise suggests that they
had been baked and laid aside, perhaps in preparation for
glazing. A bone drill from the same room may have been used
in the manufacture of pottery.

Other fmds were less closely associated with the manu­
facture of vases. There were two lamps, one of which belonged
to the crude glazed type; three small bowls; a cosmetic pot;
and a small glazed jar. Perhaps some of the parts of figurines
were products of the kiln also. There was a head with pointed
helmet, a headless and footless standing female figure, a crude
bird, part of a monster or fantastic figure, a male figure with
flat-sided headdress, and part of a female torso with hands
clasped across the chest.

In room 48 the E-shaped foundations of baked brick tiles
have not been explained. Very probably, however, it was used
in connection with the kiln for the storage or drying of the
pottery. A single cosmetic pot of reddish clay and part of a
female figurine were the only other finds.

In the entrance room (35Y) from street G, two lamps were
found, one of which was glazed, a shallow bowl or pot cover
of cream-colored clay and an unidentified coin. Room 49
contained a burial (182) with the skeletal material of five
persons. A small glazed lamp was recovered from the room, as
were a broken bronze kohl stick, an unidentified bronze coin,
and a bowl with narrow base and flaring rim. In the fill above
the grave, but below floor level, a bowl of buff-colored clay
was obtained.

and access to the courtyard through 22x. Room 38Y is also
the largest in the house and may have served as an open
courtyard, or one partially roofed and so as women's quarters.
The room 38Y yielded one coin of Antiochus IV, 175-164
B.C.; two coins of 121-83 B.C.; two lamps; an alabaster arm; a
figurine of musicians; a figurine head; and six unidentified
coins. A decorated baked brick fragment, usually belonging to
a door jamb, may have come from either 38Y or from the
room in Level II of the same size and shape which contained
two doorways with baked brick thresholds. Room 236 con­
tained a glazed lamp, a cosmetic pot, the head of a figurine,
and miscellaneous smaller objects. Most of the finds in room
235 came from a vaulted tomb under the floor, but in the
entryway to the street were found an unidentified coin and a
carnelian bead. No significant finds were made in 132 and 22x.
A tomb (192) was found in 23x, with a bronze pendant and
the clay head of a bull.

Rooms 239, 259, 237, 238, 47, 242 (separate rooms on streets
4 and 6).

No finds were recorded from 238 and 259. In 242 there
were three glazed lamps, two cosmetic pots, a carnelian bead,
and a bone whorl. Room 239 had been used as a burial
chamber, as had room 237 and 47. There was no clear indica­
tion that any of the rooms opening on the street had servedas
shops.

Section B (fig. 18)
Section B is just south of the center on the east side of the

block. The very narrow corridor 64 separates section B from C
and marks approximately the center of the block. It is rather
interesting that corridor 64 would be the center if the row of
rooms along the south side of the block were removed.F" If
the house were square, the line of the west wall would be that
along the west side of rooms 114x, 120, 107 and this line
marks the north and south center of the block. Though the
house seems clearly separated from the house in section E on
the west side of the block, rooms 103, 105 are distinctly
narrower than 107 and the west wall of 112 is still farther to
the east. One may suggest that originally, that is in the first
plan of the city block, the north-south corridor 21Y (between
sections C and D) ran through, dividing the block into two
equal halves. In the third period (perhaps before) the owner of
the house in section B utilized the corridor to widen the rooms
114x, 120, 107 while the owner of the house in section A
yielded any rights he may have had in the corridor to the
owner of the large house in section F.

The basic unit of the house in section B is clear and it is
very comparable to that in section A. It consists of an open
rectangular court 102 bordered by baked clay tiles, a colon­
naded room looking out on the court from the south 106, and,
behind the colonnaded room, a large enclosed room 104,
which gives access to smaller rooms to the west and east. At
the north end of the court is a room apparently open (83)
with side rooms to the west and east, 114x and 140. A tiled
room 65 with a drain is easily accessible from corridor 74 and
at the turn of the corridor access is given to the separate
apartment 63,66. No doorway was found to 29x. It may have
served as the station of· a janitor or been a part of the
apartment 63, 66, or made one of the series of separate rooms
on street 4, a series which in section B continued the rooms in
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A with rooms 253, 252, 251, and 97. The long big rooms 113,
117 and 108, 95 seem clearly connected with the house
through the anteroom 110 and on the other hand open out on
the street in the center of section B with an open room 101,
and a baked brick threshold as wide as the room itself. Un­
fortunately, the finds are not very revealing. There was a
paucity of objects recovered in 108,95 and 101. In 113, 117 a
greater number failed to furnish significant clues as to the use.
It would be safe to say that if animals were kept in the city,
the arrangements in the wide entrance room 101 and the large
room 108, 95 would be suitable for them. Perhaps the larger
number of finds in 113, 117 indicates human occupation as
opposed to animal.

Entrance to the court is obtained from corridor 74 running
with a turn from 101. Access to the columned room lies
through the anteroom 110 and the large room 108, 95. The
open room 83 north of the court also had access to the outside
through room 114x but in this case it was a side or back
entrance which led into the central open court in the block
144 (see section C, fig. 19).

The open court 122 with the rooms opening upon it 99,
100, 28x (and 121 beyond 28x) forms a separate unit of its
own. It seems totally unconnected with the greater portion of
the section and scarcely fits into the usual conception of a
smaller dwelling place. At the same time the lack of easy
entrance from the street seems to preclude the idea of stables

Fig. 19. Section C, block G6, level III

or stores. As will be shown later on, it may have served as an
independent unit or have been linked with the apartment 24x,
25x, 131 in section A across the corridor, or it may have been
connected through the corridor 128 with section F. Room 112
may logically have been connected with 115 and so had access
to corridor 128.

In some ways the most interesting apartment in section B is
the apartment 107-120 on the west side of the court 102. The
apartment consists of a space, more or less square, bordered by
baked brick which must mean an open court, a covered room
to the south opening on this court, and a small room to the
north with its single entrance on the west side of the court.
The general arrangement is so similar on a smaller scale to the
main axis of the house that it suggests at once a women's court
comparable to the men's with open room on the south looking
on to the court and a more private room on the north side.

A parallel unit is found in section D, rooms 180,201,200.
In section D the unit is separated from the main court 18 by a
corridor or two small rooms 230, 20Y. The open court 201
was solidly paved; to the south lies an open room, 180 and to
the north a separate room 200 gives access to a whole inner
apartment.

In the Little Palace of the Parthian period at Nippur ' 1 (fig.
16), the women's quarters lay to the west of the main axis of
the house and consisted of a square court, on the south side of
which lay a deep porch fronted by two columns between
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pilasters. The columned hall at Nippur gave entrance to an
inner room with central doorway facing north into the hall.

The finds in rooms 107-120 were numerous and not con­
clusively feminine, but they fit into the concept of the unit
being occupied largely by the women of the household.

Burials
Tomb 205 was found immediately below the highest floor

surface of Level III in room 63. It consisted of the skeletons of
two men flat on their backs, crossing at the pelvis, placed
along the north wall near the northeast corner. In addition a
baked brick cover protected a coffin whose orifice was covered
with a mat. The bodies were wrapped in cloth shrouds of
which fragments remained. The list of finds records items
found close to the slipper coffin of Grave 205, the items
probably belonging to the room rather than the grave.

In the second level, room 228 retained the place and
position of 63 in Level III and contained tomb 199. This
consisted of a few courses of baked brick of a rectangular
structure, but contained no bones. It seems quite possible,
therefore, that the skeletons found belonged to Level II, the
top of the tomb resting below the floor level, the bodies
placed lower and reaching below the top floors of late III.
Perhaps the tomb was built when the house was remodelled at
the time of the disturbances in-the middle of the first century
A.D.

Room 97 opening independently on street 4 contained
tomb 202. This consisted of the skeleton of a youth laid along
the north wall. The bones had been disturbed and the finds
were negligible. The collar bone of the boy had been broken
and badly set.

A single burial was made in room 114x (tomb 209). It
consisted of the skeleton of a woman. The body had been
wrapped in a shroud in a manner similar to that in tomb 205,
but in this case the coffin had collapsed and crushed the
bones.

It might be remarked that the single skeleton in 114x was
the only one which might be assigned definitely to the house
of the third level and that the period of occupancy in the third
level was close to two hundred years 141 B.C.-A.D. 43.
Obviously either the occupants of the house were buried in
chambers within the city but outside the narrow house plan or
outside the city.

Rooms 102, 106, 104, 107,120,83,140,65, 114x (the court
and rooms adjacent).

From the court 102 were recovered among the 37 finds five
lamps, part of eleven figurines, nine unidentified bronze coins,
three knuckle bones, and one cosmetic pot. A coin of 42/40
B.C. was found in the brickwork around the base of the
columns. One bone doll of the type usually found in tombs
came to light. One sherd with stamped design was found and
one with potter's mark was recovered from a trench below the
columns. Nothing gave special distinction to the court except
the border of baked brick; at the same time the finds were
consonant with the conception of the room as a central one
occupied largely by men.

The columned room 106 yielded, among other small finds,
three glazed lamps, six parts of figurines, and two unidentified
coins. From the brickwork of the south wall came one of the
two figurines of a horse and rider, a carnelian bead and a coin

of Demetrius II. Probably these belong to the composition of
the bricks and the coin would indicate the date of construc­
tion. It is always possible that a little niche in the wall held the
objects and the pocket was unnoticed in the excavations of the
wall. A fragment of a bronze spatula and a bone pin inter.
preted as part of a hairpin were the only distinctively feminine
articles. The baked brick border along the east wall may be the
foundation for a stair to the roof.

The inner room 104 behind the columned room was dated
by four coins of 42/40 B.C.; A.D. 9/10, marked "early floor
level;" A.D. 17/18; and A.D. 43/4-45/6. These would date the
heaviest occupancy to the beginning of our era; and one,
coinciding with the date of the coin below the columns,
suggests the chief rooms of the house were remodelled at that
time. There was little indication of the utilization of the room
but a cosmetic pot in the southeast doorway and a bone
hairpin suggest the presence of women at least occasionally.
Part of a bone doll was also found. 52

The architectural notes of Robinson supplement the general
account of rooms 107·120, the women's apartment. A depth
of 110 centimeters separates the highest from the lowest floor
level and the short north-south wall of room 120 rests on a
floor level 0.20 meters above the lowest floor. In early III,
therefore, the north end of 120-107 made a separate room and
the east-west wall between 120 and 107 was attached to both
the east and the west walls with the doorway. When the short
north-south wall was put in, a doorway near the south end of
107 into 106 was blocked. Most of the floor of 107 not
covered by baked brick was paved with crude brick, part of
which was found in situ. Part of a burned beam was found just
below the lowest floor level in the middle of 107.

It is tempting to connect these changes with the construc­
tion of the columns in the court about 40 B.C. and to suggest
that the separate women's quarter belongs to this period.
Robinson notes a base of jars close to the angle where the
dividing wall between 107 and 120 meets the north-south wall.
These may have been part of the drain for a latrine.

A hoard of 20 bronze coins was found in the northeast
corner of room 107 near the door to 120. Of two identified,
one dated from 42-40 B.C., a second from A.D. 36-40. Among
17 unidentified bronze coins found elsewhere in the room,
two were found in the brickwork of the east wall, three in the
brickwork of the west wall, and three in the brickwork of the
south wall, as if the occupant of the room had hidden them in
little openings in the wall and forgotten them. A coin found
beside the burned beam and close to a drain of a later period
was identified as belonging to Demetrius II. From the debris of
a room a second coin of Demetrius II was recovered, a third
was found at floor level, and from the top of a Level IV wall a
coin of 175-164 B.C. or 150-145 B.C. From the debris above a
later wall came a coin of 42-40 B.C. The evidence of the coins
would suggest that the house was built first at the time of the
Parthian conquest 140 B.C. and remodelled a hundred years
later.

There were in the room 26 parts of different figurines, nine
glazed lamps, three unglazed lamps, ten glass insets, three
unglazed bowls, one glazed bowl, two one-handled jugs or
pitchers, two cosmetic pots, four beads, a bone spindle whorl,
and part of a bone shuttle. A little gold foil from the lowest
level was puzzling, since the foil is usually associated with
tombs. Special mention might be given to two clay sealings,
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one from an intermediate III platform, and to a lamp with
molded mask design. Below a baked brick rectangular structure
in the southwest corner a cooking pot, glazed inside and
containing the bones of a bird, was recovered. Apparently, it
was a foundation deposit, but its position seems related only
to the remodelling of the house to form the women's quarters.

On the whole, the finds support the idea of a very much
occupied apartment but one not used for either cooking or
dining. It seems reasonable that it should have been occupied
largely by the women of the establishment, but there is no
striking evidence. The figurines were of many types, animals,
masks, musicians, adult males and females, children, etc.

Room 83 to the north of the court presents a special
problem. It is analogous to the open room 135 to the north of
the court 138 in section A, and to the room 125 with excep­
tionally wide doorway in section F, north of the court 126. It
would be appropriate for winter months when the weather was
cold and a room open to the sun and sheltered from the winds
would be welcome. The peculiar features in 83 are the founda­
tions for walls to east and west, just far enough away from the
walls of the court extended to the north so that there are
narrow corridors between. That the foundations belong to
walls rather than to pavement seems clear from the doorway
between 83 and the corridor beside 140. The corridors do not
seem of special value and the narrowing of the open room
seems curious.

In the second level at Seleucia, and still more in Level I,
such an arrangement marks the vaulted liwan with corridors
serving as counterthrusts to the weight of the vault. There is
no reason why this should not have occurred at any time
during the third period at Seleucia when Parthian influence
was strong. The third level continued almost until the middle
of the first century A.D. Unfortunately, the finds give no
indication of the date of the room. The absence of parallel
arrangements in the third level suggests the style was not
introduced until late in the period. The other possibility is that
foundations of second level walls extended down into the
third level. The location of the east and west walls of room
138 in Level II corresponds fairly well with the sides of the
hypothetical vault in 83. The second level room, however, has
no doorway in the east wall and a strong complete wall on the
south. I believe, therefore, the open room with corridors to
east and west is the best explanation of the existing remains
and in that case a vaulted roof would be the most reasonable
solution.

Finds were small, parts of three figurines, two insets, two
beads, one lamp, one glazed bowl, etc. Below floor level a
sherd of black glaze with lines of buff color and white dots
came to light. It was a Greek import of the second century
B.C. There were no finds in the alcove 140.

The bath is obviously room 65 with the tiled floor of baked
brick and a drain leading out through the wall into alley 92. In
section F rather an elaborate bath is built in the open court
126' and in section C a tiled room 70 lies just at the northeast
corner of the court. The only finds in 65 were three uniden­
tified bronze coins and part of a bone doll recorded as coming
from below the level of the bitumenized basin. The bone dolls,
or puppets or fetishes, so often found at Seleucia, have been
discussed by MissVan Ingen.P2

An unusual number of small finds comes from 114x, which
offers a passage way between room 83 and the central open

space, 144, in the block. The tomb (209) found in 114x has
already been mentioned. There is a little overlap in the digging
of the section around 114 in section B and the part of area
114 belonging to the corridor between sections D and E. The
finds are all marked 114 but in general all may be safely
assigned to 114x except those of November ll-December 17,
1936, when extensive digging began in complex D-E and
114Y.

Rather a wide span in time is represented by two coins
listed together as coming from the brickwork in the west wall.
One was a coin of Seleucid I, 311-280 B.C., and the second of
Osroes, A.D. 118/19-119/20. A coin of Antiochus I found in
the debris may perhaps be attributed to the disturbance of
lower levels in the digging of the grave. In the debris of the
room also was a coin of Demetrius II and one belonging to the
period 121-83 B.C. Four coins dated from the middle of the
first century A.D.; two from A.D. 3640, one from A.D. 43-46
and one from A.D. 46/7-47/8. Thirty coins were unidentified.

Probably the four coins from the decade A.D. 3646 mark
the reconstruction at the beginning of the second level and the
coin of Osroes the start of Level I. A fragment of a large
charcoal burner came to light among the debris of walls. A
large number of parts of figurines were recovered, five lamps, a
number of beads, insets, a pitcher or jug with one handle, one
bronze kohl stick, one broken bowl of glaze, and one of plain
clay. It seemed clear the room was well used but was neither
kitchen nor dining room.

Rooms 103, and 105 (the little apartment west of 104).
The little apartment 103-105 opening off 104 to the west

represents the "innermost room" of the house and should
appropriately serve as the master bedroom. The two identified
coins, one of Demetrius II, the second of A.D. 59/62, span the
limits of the period. From room 103 came fragments of a large
helmet and a clay pilgrim flask, as well as two carnelian beads,
a cosmetic pot, and a part of a clay plaque. Two lamps and a
part of a third with molded decoration were found.

The finds in 105 added little. These were six unidentified
coins, two lamps, the neck of an alabaster bottle, two beads,
and two figurines. Less usual was the piece of plaster with
inlaid strips of bone and a piece of gypsum plaster with
decoration.

Rooms 127, 110, 108/95, 113/117, 101, 74, 29x, 66, 63
(rooms in the northeast corner).

No finds at all were recorded from the long narrow room
127 on the east side of 104.

Room 110 served as vestibule for the columned room 106
and contained little of importance but part of the decorated
plaster wall remained intact (Waterman, Rep. II, pI. VII, 1).
The eight items recorded, however, were more than the finds
(7) in the large room 108/95. A bronze coin of A.D. 69/70 is
noteworthy in 108 since it suggests the house continued to be
occupied beyond the middle of the century. There was a
glazed bowl, a bone scraper, a bone shuttle, a carnelian bead, a
lamp, and a broken figurine head.

Room 114-117 was even less productive, with only five
items recorded, the most important of which was a bitumen
octagonal cylinder seal from the brickwork of the north wall.
Room 101, which forms the broad entrance to the street, had
as its total contribution one unidentified coin, one glazed



42 TOPOGRAPHY AND ARCHITECTURE OF SELEUCIA

pitcher from below floor level, one fragment of an iron blade,
and the head and bust of a figurine.

Another coin of A.D. 69/70 was found in the corridor 74,
one of 121-83 B.C., and one of the Sassanian period. Three
lamps, two pot covers, the base of a bowl of red ware, and a
bone hair pin were recovered.

Rooms 29x and 66 each yielded one bead and one lamp
and nothing else except one unidentified coin. Room 63,
however, probably because of the graves, was much more
productive. A coin of A.D. 69/70 may be attributed to the
grave of Level II (tomb 199) which reached down into Level
III, particularly since two of the finds are recorded as near
grave 199. At the same time the number of coins after the
middle of the first century found in the upper levels of III
argue that the drastic change here did not come until the
second half of the century. A second coin of Demetrius II
(145-141 and 140-123 B.C.) marks the beginning of the
period. There were seven lamps, three from below floor level;
two cosmetic pots; a bone doll with traces of red paint; two
glazed bowls; two single-handled pitchers; and thirteen
unidentified coins. One small vessel contained an illegible
sealing inside it. In metal objects, there were what appeared to
be the butt-end of an iron spear shaft, an iron dagger, a small
iron blade, and some bronze tacks. On the whole, the objects
may be explained as grave furniture or objects of later
offerings.

Rooms 97, 251, 252, 253, 122, 28x, 121, 99, 100 (rooms in
the southeast corner).

The grave (202) in room 97 has already been discussed. Of
seven coins found, one was identified and belonged to the
period 42-40 B.C. There were three lamps, a glazed bottle and
a bowl or pot cover. From the grave came an iron ring on the
toe of the left foot and a steatite knob near the left elbow, and
from the sifting two beads and two glaze insets, as well as the
coins. The broken figurine of a horseman with shield may have
belonged to the later burial.

Rooms 251, 252, and 253 may be treated together since all
are of the same type with a single entrance on the street. From
251 came only the head of a single figurine, and from 252,
two figurines and two coins, one of Demetrius II and one of
the early autonomous issues. Both rooms would seem to have
been little used.

Room 253 yielded three coins of 121-83 B.C.; A.D. 15-17
and 36-40 as well as three which were unidentified. A trian­
gular iron blade with haft; a figurine; a bone instrument,
perhaps a hairpin; and a small bronze knob completed the list
offmds.

So few finds came from the great square court 122 and the
rooms adjoining it that one might suppose the area was not
only vacant but kept locked from intruders. The only items
assigned definitely to room 122 in the third level are a coin of
Demetrius II, a figurine head, a part of a bronze kohl stick,
and skeletal material of a fish. Three other finds, an unidenti­
fied coin, a part of a large hollow figurine, and an iron axe, are
assigned to the lowest stratum of Level II, 169, but listed
under III 122. Room 28x yielded two items, a coin of 42-40
B.C, and a gray-green glaze bowl, finds which may have
belonged to 28Y in section C. Room 121, the inner room east
of 28x, yielded an unidentified coin and a figurine head with a

high peaked hat. Room 99 possessed another unidentified
coin, a figurine head and part of a cosmetic pot.

The score is a little better in room 100. One coin of four
found was identified as dating from A.D. 59/62. There was
one bead of carnelian, one of glassand the fragment of a bone
hairpin. On the masculine side was a rider's glazed pilgrim
bottle and two pieces of iron, listed as a broken blade and a
part of the boss of a shield.

Rooms 115, 112, 128 (the rooms and corridor south of 104).
Room 115, the long room with wide entrance into corridor

128, yielded two glazed bezels or insets and two fragments of
figurines; one, a head and bust, the other a pedestal and lower
half of a standing figure. Room 112 east of 115, possessed
three unidentified coins, two glazed lamps, one bone hairpin,
and one black bead. From the brickwork in the north wall was
recovered the head of a female figurine. It is not clear whether
the room should be grouped with 115 and corridor 128 or
with section D. From corridor 128· one small figurine was
recovered complete except for the feet.

Section C (fig. 19).
The northeast quarter of the block comprises one section

set off rather sharply from the rest of the block by the
north-south corridor 21Y and the east-west alley 64. The large
open space 144 which forms the southwest corner of the
section is accessible by both corridors mentioned and the
east-west corridor from street 6.

Corridor 21Y splits the block in half almost exactly, if the
row of independent rooms along street 6 is disregarded; and
corridor 64 divides the block in the center if the rooms along
street G are omitted. Considering many changes which
occurred during the period of Level III, not to speak of the
former period, it is hazardous to reconstruct the original
design. It is not improbable, at least, that the corridors marked
original divisions in the block and in that case the total original
lengths and widths were twice the length and width of section
C. Probably also section C was divided originally into two
units or house plots.

At present no trace of the original division of the section
into two equal halves remains and the section is divided into
four chief units, called for convenience units 1-4. Unit 1 next
to the center of the block is a self-contained small, more or
less square unit which lacks the columned court of more
elaborate houses. Unit 2 is a group of rooms around the large
but unornamented central room 14. Unit 3 occupies the north­
east corner of the block and follows the general plan in
sections A and B with a columned court as the central unit. An
unusual feature is the corridor 46 which separates the rooms
along the street from the rest of the house. Since the corridor
unites as well as separates, this series of rooms 51, 67,41,68
might be regarded either as a separate apartment within the
house or as a separate dwelling unit. It may be pointed out
also that its separate rooms might have served both purposes
during the long period of Level III. Tomb 156 was discovered
in 67 and the room may have served simply as a tomb
chamber. For the purposes of this report, I am regarding the
apartment as a part of unit 3. The fourth unit comprising the
court 45, the columned hall 62, and the rooms adjacent, may
have formed a part of unit 3 since room 56 gives access to
both units 3 and 4 from the corridor. I am regarding it as an
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independent unit because the plan of unit 4 does not fit into
the usual arrangement of third level house plans, and it
deserves, therefore, to be considered separately.

Unit 1 (rooms and corridors in the southeast corner of section
C).

A difficulty immediately presents itself in the lack of doors
to rooms 90, 89, 91, 88 and 93 in unit 1. This is due to the
fact that the clearing for the houses in Level II reached down
below the thresholds in Level III and left only the foundations
of the walls.

One may take it that room 93 belonged to the unit and that
a doorway gave into 82 or 86 rather than 52. I believe that the
baked brick paving in front of room 81-84 probably served to
ornament a doorway into room 90 also. Whether 88, 91, and
89 were separate rooms opening on the street, or whether they
were approached only from 94 remains a problem. I think the
latter is the more probable.

The most puzzling feature is the lack of any central court
or axis. Both the Greek and the oriental house usually con­
sisted of a group of rooms around a central court. The court
might be to one side, usually alongside a street or alley, but
from it was obtained direct access to most of the rooms. In
unit 1 room 96 is too small for a court and room 60 gives
entrance only to a limited number of rooms. One might
suppose that rooms 60 and 96 were originally together and
formed a court but the axis of the house usually ran from
north to south rather than from east to west. The unusual plan
argues for alterations from the original scheme such as
changing from two units in the northeast corner to three and
more, but it does not help to solve the arrangements in unit 1
itself. For the moment the plan may be left as a puzzle.

Tomb 208 was discovered in room 60. Since it was located
1.90 meters below floor level the skeleton may have belonged
to the fourth level. It consisted of the badly decayed skeleton
of a single individual. The figure lay on his back, arms along­
side and doubled back at the elbows, the knees on the chest
with calves crossed over the abdomen. Head and neck were
thrown back. No tomb furniture was discovered. Probably it
was a grave belonging to the last period of Level IV before the
reconstruction, and the body was buried without much
ceremony.

Corridor 64 in the plan is represented as extremely narrow
(compared with 85, 92, and 98) and as having no exit into the
street. The finds recorded are three times as numerous as the
other three put together. Even so they were not large and
indicate merely family continuous use. The four coins iden­
tified (from 18 recovered) dated from 223-181 B.C., 145-141
B.C., 140-123' B.C., and A.D. 36-40. This argues a very long
and extended use of the corridor but the coin dating from the
pre-Parthian era is no proof that the corridor existed in the
earlier period. The best interpretation is, I believe, a stairway
between houses givingaccess to the roof.

There were no finds recorded from 98 and only two
unidentified coins from 85. Except for coins, the finds were
largely fragments of figurines and beads. There was one lamp
from 64, and the blade of an iron implement from 92.

The trapezoidal shape of room 81-84 (not continued in
Level II) suggests a late alteration conforming to the introduc­
tion of a drain from 65 (in section B) in the alley. Rooms in
the block are often not exactly rectangular, but rooms 81-84

and 96 deviate further from the right angle corners than any
others in the block. The square mud-brick foundation in the
center of 81-84 was at first taken to be part of the wall. Its
purpose is not clear.

Three lamps were found in the room and a nozzle of a
fourth. Two identified coins dated from Demetrius II
(145-141 B.C., 140-123 B.C.), and from A.D. 36-40. A pilgrim
flask, a cosmetic pot, a bead of lapis and parts of three
figurines were the chief finds.

Room 60 is the largest room in the house as it stands and it
looks as if the doorway to 52 had been narrowed to allow for
the introduction of the diagonal wall closing off room 96. If
60 and 96 were parts of a single room in the earlier period, it
might have served as an open court. The finds in 60 give little
indication of its use. They include four lamps, the clay model
of a shield, a cosmetic pot, seven unidentified coins, beads,
and fragments of figurines. The small finds in 96 are of the
same type and no more illuminating.

Rooms 52 and 59, the large inner rooms of the house,
contained only a large number of small finds. A die of bone
was found in room 52, as were a small bone doll, a bronze
hairpin, a limestone torso of a figurine, and two spindle
whorls. A fragment of a bronze bracelet, a pitcher, and two
vases of green glaze were found in room 59. In both rooms
there were fragments of kohl sticks, lamps, fragments of
figurines, coins, etc. Three identified coins from 59 were dated
223-187 B.C., 121-83, and 72-71 B.C. Room 52 also yielded
one of the Seleucid period 311-280 B.C., three of 121-83 B.C.,
one of A.D. 15-17 and one 17-18.

Room 94 yielded two cosmetic pots, a jar and a bowl of
green glaze, a carnelian bead, a lamp, and fragments of four
figurines. An identified coin dated from A.D. 69/70. No
unusual finds were made in the rooms to the north and east of
94 either in number or kind. The single find from 91 was a
lamp and from 93 came only three bronze coins. One might
mention a pilgrim flask and lamp from 82, a large complete
figurine of a reclining figure from 86 (no finds were recorded
from 87), and a lamp from 88. Identified coins dated from
223-187 B.C. (room 82), 121-83 B.C. (one from room 93 and
one from 86), and from room 88 one of Demetrius II 145-141
and 140-123 B.C., one of A.D. 24-27.

Rooms 89 and 90, set apart in the plan through lack of
doorways, each yielded a small number of finds (10) of the
same type. Room 90 contained two lamps and a pilgrim flask,
a clay horse and rider, besides other fragments of figurines and
a coin of A.D. 15-17. Room 89 yielded two lamps, a bronze
kohl stick, a figurine of a fish, etc. The one identified coin
belonged to the period A.D. 36-40.

One may remark, in concluding, that the three Seleucid
coins, plus one from the corridor, constitute rather a large
proportion of those identified and form rather a large number
of the Seleucid issue found. Two coins of Demetrius are not
sufficient evidence for extensive remodelling at the beginning
of the Parthian era. Perhaps the unusual plan is due to a Level
IV origin.

Unit 2 Section C (courtyard 14 and adjacent rooms).
Unit 2 in the center of the east side of section C is

composed of the series of rooms on three sides of the large
open court 14. A double series of rooms was constructed on
the north side of the court; to the south the court wall formed
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the north wall of unit 1. The only entrance discovered was one
between room 8 and the columned room of unit 3, that is
39Y. The entrance was marked with a question mark since the
doorway was not clear. If this were an entrance and provided
the only access to unit 2, the house might be considered an
adjunct to unit 3. Even if it were an adjunct, the probability
that the door to 39 was the only means of access is small. In
room 16, the 79 bullae of archive B largely concerned with the
salt tax were discovered and establish the house at least in part
as the bureau of a government official. The official seals of
witnesses as well as signatures on the documents suggest the
coming and going of many people who would require fairly
easy access to the room from the street. I believe, therefore,
the chief entrance lay between rooms 11 and 30Y from street
4. The door from these two rooms to the court 14 is unusually
large, particularly as an entrance to such narrow rooms.
Normally the entranceway in both the Hellenistic and the
oriental house did not lead directly into the court and was
usually so arranged that the view from the street into the court
was obscured. The suggestion that in unit 2 a large doorway
gave straight access to the court is based on the hypothesis
that unit 2 was devoted to business. Perhaps the entranceway
led first to 11 and then to the court through 30Y.

The bullae from room 16 dating from 188 to 153/152 B.C.
all belonged to the late fourth level. The arrangements in room
16 for storage of the documents and the arrangement of the
room as recorded on the plan also belonged to the late fourth.
The documents and the roof had been destroyed by fire, but
since room 16 in Level III followed the plan of late IV, there is
a question whether the plan of Level IV in other parts of the
house was not also retained.

A large open court seems more appropriate to the Hel­
lenistic plan than the strongly north-south axial orientation of
the Parthian Level III. Such a scheme with no strong north­
south axis might account for the doorway to the court from
the south of room 30Y. A large open court with rooms around
it would be appropriate for the oriental house in the Hellen­
istic period.

Tomb 175 was discovered below the floor level of room 5
and tomb 177 immediately below the floor level of room 11.
Both were of the same type (Tomb plan 13), with the bodies
in coffins under a frame plastered outside with mud. The three
skeletons of 175 were one on top of the other. Presumably the
burials took place at different times. The earliest was of a
younger person and the later ones an adult man and woman.
In tomb 177 four people had been buried, all full grown and
one well advanced in years. The coffin containing skeletons
three and four placed along the north wall had been broken by
the coffin containing bodies one and two placed along the
west wall. A little gold foil on the jaw of 175,2 and a carnelian
bead from 177,2 were the only grave furniture.

MacDowell published the bullae from 16 as Archive Band
included a most interesting account of the discovery. 5 3 "It
(the room) was small. Along its eastern and western walls lay
two platforms of beaten earth about seventy-five centimeters
in height and one meter in width. The remains of the walls
rose only a short distance above the platforms. The room was
filled with debris, the remains of the upper part of the walls
and of the ceiling. It was evident that the room had suffered a
severe conflagration. The platforms were covered by a fine ash,
with an average thickness of one and one-half to two centi-

meters, perhaps the residue of burned matting. The sealings
were all found on the platforms directly in contact with the
fine residue. With them were lying fragments of charred wood,
not palm, so badly decomposed that it was not possible to
form an idea of their original shape. Among the fragments lay
iron nails and bronze straps. Some of the straps were per­
forated, and in the holes were iron nails. These remains suggest
shelves or chests; the shape of one of the straps makes the
latter alternative the more likely. . .. Scattered among the
debris was a scant handful of charred small grain, not enough
to suggest that grain had been stored in the room (but perhaps,
as a note suggests, to absorb excess moisture). In addition, a
few pieces of pottery were recovered from the platforms. The
floor of the room between the two platforms did not show the
layer of ash, nor were any objects recovered from it."

From Level IV in addition to the bullae came a one-handled
jug, a cosmetic pot, two bowls, a glazed pitcher, a two-handled
vase, etc. A very curious vessel described by Debevoise.f'' had
a very small hole in the short spout on the side and a larger
hole in the center of the base. The top of the vessel was
capped with a knob resembling that of a teapot, there was a
small handle on the side and a funnel running from the orifice
in the bottom, two-thirds of the way to the top. The pot was
very well made and well glazed. Debevoise suggests it may have
been used to soften the bitumen by steam. A bronze stick with
one pointed, one broad flat end, may well have been used to
shape the bullae. Perhaps in one of the small jars one might
recognize an inkwell.

From Level III in room 16 came three lamps and fragments
of figurines. Room 43 which formed a corner of 16 contained
two small pots listed as cosmetic pots and a lamp.

In Dura the office of the chreophylax was lined with plaster
compartments or cubicles in which the documents were
filed. 5 5 Dates for the periods covered were inscribed on the
junctions of the diagonals forming the compartments. The
compartments were built around three sides of the room above
a low bench 0.33 meter high and 0.85-0.90 meter wide.5 6

Similarities to the measurements at Seleucia suggest that the
wooden containers may have been parts of similar arrange­
ments. Two hollow bronze cylinders (L. 4.7, D. 5.4 centi­
meters) with flaring ends and enclosing charred wood,
tentatively identified as furniture legs, may have been ladder
supports.

In the southwest corner of the court (Level IV, 14), 13
small bowls, 17 larger ones, and four jugs were found together.
Elsewhere in the court were three glazed bowls and one of
coarse buff clay. The bowls, as drinking vessels, offer fairly
good evidence that the modern practice of starting any busi­
ness transaction with a drink goes far back into the past.

Six lamps were recovered, three from the late IV level, and
three from Level III. One coin identified and listed as Level IV
was dated to the reign of Demetrius II (145-.141 and 140-123'
B.C.).

Room 75 comprises the southwest corner of room 14 and
beyond 75 the very narrow room 32x must have formed an
alcove, or a shelf or perhaps a closet under stairs to the roof.
Nothing of particular importance was found in 75 except one
coin of A.D. 43/44 and one of A.D. 69/70. All the finds listed
under 33 apparently belong to 33Y in section F except for
two unidentified coins. 5 7

Room 26Y/9 is the largest room in the house and only
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through it, is access gained to 7,8,5, and 53. They may be
considered together since the finds were neither very numer­
ous nor significant. The question is whether they may be
regarded as a dwelling rather than as a business establishment.
The burials in rooms 5 and 11 suggest a residence and there is
nothing to contradict this in the finds. On the other hand
there are scarcely enough finds to designate an apartment or a
single room as "women's quarters". The plan as it stands
suggests both business apartment and dwelling house. Perhaps
bachelor quarters is the solution.

From the chief large room 26Y/9 were recovered four
lamps, two parts of figurines, a bead of lapis and six bronze
coins. The two identified were dated in 121"83 B.C. and 2/1
B.C.-A.D.4/5. A cistern was located just west of the door
along the south wall.

Apart from the tomb, four broken figurines were found in
room 5, a lamp in the brickwork of the east wall and two
coins, one identified as belonging to the period 121-83 B.C.
Room 53 in the northeast corner contained a coin of Deme­
trius II (145-141 B.C.; 140-123 B.C.), one figurine, and two
unidentified coins. Room 7 yielded a cosmetic pot and a coral
bead, a lamp, and a figurine of a flute player. A female head
with a two-knobbed (puffs) hairdo was the only find in 8.

A coin found below the grave 177 in room 11 dates from
121~83 B.C. The floor level immediately below which the
tomb was constructed belonged, therefore, to the later phases
of III. A carnelian bead came from the grave and a lamp is
listed as perhaps from the tomb. A figurine of alabaster (head
and bust} probably belonged to late Level III since stone is
more common in the upper levels. In a large jar at the south
end of the room was found a broken iron knife blade. Above
the grave an ointment vessel of alabaster was recovered and in
the room an unglazed lamp and two figurines.

If access to room 14 from the street were gained through
30Y, room 11 probably belonged to the janitor. From 30Y
came one lamp, one small figurine head, one bowl and one
unidentified coin. Room 29Y possessed one lamp, one glazed
bead, and one unidentified coin.

Inside a large jar in the south end of 15 were found two
bowls, one with a coat of green glaze covering the interior, the
other of cream-colored clay. Otherwise there were fragments
of a theriomorphic jar, a fragment of a bone hairpin, and two
unidentified coins.

Unit 3 Section C (rooms at the northeastern corner of the
block).

One of the difficult problems in the digging of Seleucia was
the establishment of floor levels and the determination of
periods. The floors were dirt and not infrequently raised by
the introduction of one or two inches of sand and clay. They
were naturally uneven so that a floor separated from one
beneath by an inch or two in one part might have been worn
down to the lower level in another. Unit 3 has more of baked
brick tiling than most,and the tiling with the door sills is the
greatest aid in establishing the levels. There is also a danger
involved, since it is not always clear, when one stops at a well
established pavement, whether this is the lowest pavement in
the level. It is well to remember also that reconstructions of
the history of the city are based largely on the excavation of
one block, the partial excavation of two temple areas, and

additional trial trenches. Unit 3 brings up the problem as to
how well each individual unit fits into the over-all pattern.

The axis of the house is oriented north and south as are the
axes in sections A and B. The columns limiting a large room or
porch to the south of the court are the same, but in opposition
to the other two sections, there is no large room south of 39Y.
As we shall see later, this accords with the court and chief
room of section F. The agreement demonstrates that the
change is not fortuitous but belongs to a definite fashion.

The general trend in architecture from Level III through I is
a gradual movement toward a single large open room on the
south side of the court; in the later levels the room is usually
vaulted. Unit 3 and section F would then belong to the later
part of the third level, when the columns were still retained
but the single open room was established to the south rather
than the combinations of open porch and good-sized room
behind. The problem is complicated by the fact that the
ultimate architectural development was the Parthian liwan and
the Parthian authority had been established in Seleucia from
the inception of Level III. The possibility that the court of
section B was bordered to the north by an open room with a
vaulted roof has already been suggested.

In comparison with units 1 and 2 in section C and in
comparison with the sections already described, the finds from
unit 3 were remarkably few. Of three coins identified, one
from room 28Y just north of the court was dated 42-40 B.C.,
one from room 77 in the northwest corner belonged to
38/37-32/1 B.C., and between underpinnings in the court one
of 121~83 B.C. was discovered. It is easy to conclude on paper
that the house belonged to the second period of Level III,
42/40 B.C.-A.D. 4045, and that the coin of 121~83 B.C.
belonged to an intermediate level or sub-level III B period. It is
not quite as simple as that, partly because lack of finds may
mean the house was unoccupied for a time or the house was
kept unusually clean. My own opinion is that the lower por­
tion of Level III has not been reached in unit 3, even though
the depth of the excavations parallels that in unit 2.

The court 27Y had a border of baked brick composed of a
single row. In the northeast corner the brick tile continued to
the wall and it is not clear how far this broader band con­
tinued. The columns stood between antae or spurs of walls to
either side, an arrangement usual in the block but not followed
either in section A or in unit 4 of section C. North of the court
was a narrow room giving access to 70, which was completely
paved with baked brick and apparently therefore a bath. West
of 28Y the small narrow room 78 may have represented a
storage space or possibly an area under a stairway leading to
the roof. To east and west of 39Y lie the small room 58 and
22Y, the largest room in the house. No doorways were dis­
covered in 72 but presumably it opened into the court or
formed an inner room from 58.

Entrances into unit 3 are not easy to determine. One
expects a passage from the corridor 46 through 71 but the
west end is blocked. A doorway between 39Y and 8 (in unit 2)
is quite possible but as drawn is both unusually narrow and
doubtful. The doorway between 22Y and 56 of unit 4 is clear
and gives access to the alleyway 21Y. It would be, however,
unusual to have the chief entrance to the court go through the
largest room.

A separate apartment or two separate apartments are
formed by the rooms along street 4 and separated from the
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main part of unit 3 by the hallway 46. The division between
the chief section of the unit and the apartment along street 4
is accentuated by the room 68 which seems to be a second
bathroom. It was tiled with baked brick and equipped with a
drain leading out into street H. A cistern was built in the
corner of the alley 73 with a pavement of baked brick around
it. This was apparently a cesspool. Tomb 156 was located in
room 67 and it may be this room was reserved for burials.
Room 51 gave entrance from the street. If there was a janitor
he would conveniently have occupied 67. A separate apart­
ment such as 41, 68, and 69 at the end of corridor 46 or at
least a series of two or three rooms not easily accessible from
the rest of the house was not unusual. In unit 3 the unusual
feature is corridor 46 which occupies considerable space in the
middle of the house. I have chosen to consider the apartment
with unit 3 and to treat it as a part of the house since one
expects 46-71 to give the main entrance to the court and the
corridor gives equal access to the apartment. The separate
apartment might mark the women's quarters but it does not
follow the usual arrangement.

The outer wall of unit 3 along street H preserved the regular
sequence of jogs characteristic of mud brick braced with
wooden beams. The horizontal beams are fastened together
with overlaps and the jogs are carried down in the mud brick.
The wooden beams of course have disappeared and it is only
rarely that the jogging corners are preserved in the mud brick
walls.5 8

Burials
Twenty-eight burials were found in tomb 156 of room

11167. Burials 1-4 and 24-28 were assigned to Level II room
192 which lay immediately above 67. Total depth of the
burials was 2.30 meters. Yeivin has suggested in his record of
the tombs that the accumulation of burials was due to war
casualties in the seven-year revolt, even though the skeletons
showed no sign of wounds. Lower skeletons had been dis­
turbed by later burials. Some had been inclosed in coffins,
some not. Grave furniture discovered consisted of lamps, a few
beads, and a little gold foil in grave 16.

Along the east wall of room 58, below floor level near the
southeast corner lay tomb 168 with 6 skeletons (Tomb plan
18). The structure of baked brick contained five of the skele­
tons, all of full grown persons, and the sixth lay in a glazed
coffin under the baked brick structure. Two glazed lamps, a
bead, and a glazed inset comprised the funeral furniture found.
Under the coffin was a large drain of several jars. The skeletons
had decayed in part due to seepage.

In the south part of 22Y an earlier burial in a coffin had
been disturbed by the later burial of a youth. Yeivin suggests
the burials were made in the face of a wall belonging to an
earlier period. The large size of 22Y and the position as chief
inner room of the house support this suggestion. The earlier
period might still belong to Level III if the house as it stands
should be allocated to the second phase of Level III. .

Rooms 27Y, 39Y, 22Y, 76, 77, 70,28Y; 78, 71, 72,58 (the
court and rooms adjacent).

From the court 27Y came a glazed lamp, two unidentified
bronze coins and a cosmetic pot. The discovery of a clay
antefix in room 39Y suggests that the roof of the house was
pitched and perhaps the cistern in the northwest corner con-

tained the water. On the other hand a single ante fix in 39Y
may have been used as a wall ornament.

Four small lamps, one with modelled decoration, were
found in 39Y, as were one small jar, parts of ten figurines, and
the model of an oval shield. From beneath the floor level came
a small decorated ornate lamp, a figurine of a rooster, the
color still adhering to its tail, and the coin of 121~83 B.C.
already mentioned. The sub-level lamp is described by
Debevoise .# 386 and has the molded decoration and long
nozzle of Hellenistic type.

More than half the finds from 22Y are listed as from below
the third level, that is sub-three level. They consist of six
lamps, two bowls, two figurines, a small pitcher, and a saucer.
The lamp of Hellenistic type is decorated with an amphora in
molded relief on the nozzle. 5 9 From Level III came parts of
four figurines, two small pots, one plain bronze ring, and one
lamp. The burial in 22Y has been mentioned above.

Rooms 76 and 77 are accessible only through 22Y and with
22Y form the chief closed rooms of the house.· They consti­
tute an apartment which occupies the whole west side of the
unit. No finds are recorded from room 76 and in room 77 all
the finds come, from the brickwork in the north wall. In the
brickwork were discovered two coins, a glazed lamp, and parts
of four figurines. One of the coins is dated 38/37-32/31 B.C.It
is not clear, however, whether it came from the clay of the
bricks or from a niche in the wall. The latter seems the most
likely in view of the other finds from the same locale.

Room 70 northeast of the court probably was the bath,
since it was completely tiled and it corresponds in position to
room 65 in section B, a room with tiled floor and drain. Room
70 is accessible only from the narrow room or corridor 28Y
north of the court. In 28Y a bowl of green glaze was found in
the brickwork of the west wall and a coin 42-40 B.C. in the
room itself. No finds were recorded from 78 and the room is
so small as to be serviceable only as a storage space. Perhaps, as
remarked above, it lay beneath a stairway to the roof.

Since no finds are recorded from 71 and 72 it seems quite
possible the digging was beneath the floor level and this
hypothesis is supported by the lack of doorways in 72 and the
single, narrow, off-center doorway in 71. The single find in 58
was a plain bone inset.

Rooms 73, 69, 46, 51, 67, 68,41 (the apartment and corridor
along street 4).

A large circular drain, perhaps a cesspool was located in the
angle of the corridor 73 and a tile floor of baked brick was
placed around it. No finds were recorded from the tiled area or
from 69 at the north end of the hall. From 46 itself came part
of a bone hairpin, a lamp, a small cosmetic pot, parts of three
figurines, a bronze nail head, and one unidentified coin.

Room 51 yielded only a small glazed pilgrim flask from
below floor level and a figurine head. The room (51) gives
access to the corridor and to room 67 in which tomb 156
mentioned above was discovered.

Finally the tiled room 68 yielded nothing. The larger room
41 possessed part of a bone cylinder perforated with two side
holes, perhaps part of a musical instrument; a small clay pot;
one glazed lamp; and one fragment of molded plaster.

Unit 4 (the central unit east ofcorridor 21Y).
Unit 4 is long and narrow and constitutes an entirely
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interior unit that has access only to the corridor, not to street
6. The plan is unusual in having oval columns at the north end
of the court, as well as the usual columns forming a deep
porch on the south, and in the number of entrances to the
court from the corridor. It may have formed part of unit 3,
since room 56 has doorways into both units, or it could have
been a part of section D through the entranceway on the west
side of the corridor.

The corridor 21Y undoubtedly formed part of the alleyway
which separated originally the east and west sides of the block.
It had been narrowed appreciably and slanted toward the east.
At the same time the three pilasters on the east side of the
corridor suggest doorways cutting off free entrance from the
street. Probably doors in room 33x closed off the unit from
the open central area 144 and another door at the northwest
corner of 57 closed that room from the corridor. The regular
entrance to the house would be through 79 opposite to the
entrance to section D across the corridor. Room 57 might have
formed with 33x an andron accessible from the corridor and
opening also on 62.

Not only were the oval columns on the north unusual in the
court but so was the size of room 263 behind the portico. The
wall between 263 and 264 is not parallel to the side wall and
may have been an addition. If so, the original room was both
broader and deeper than the porch, though the portico itself
was of good size in proportion to the house. As in section A,
there are no flanking pilasters on either side of the columns.
The general trend seemed to be to set off the porch more
sharply from the court and at the same time eliminate or
reduce in size the room behind the porch. In this case, the
arrangements in section C would reflect an early state of Level
III. To this early stage might belong the portico with oval
columns on the north side. The palace at Larisa on the
Hermos, belonging to the early part of the Hellenistic period,
had porticoed rooms on opposite sides of the court. 60

The very heavy wall around room 80 and the unusual form
of the entrance are probably both due to the intrusion of
foundations of walls belonging to Level II.

Burials
In 56 an empty coffin (TI65) was discovered with no trace

of bones. It was not clearly below floor level and may have
belonged to Level II room 73. Perhaps, however, it was an
unused coffin from room 56.

Under the floor level in the southern part of 57, a tomb
(no. 166 plan 19) containing parts of two glazed and
decorated coffins was found. The bones had been disturbed
but some gold foil was found near the east end of the second
coffin. Yeivin rernarks't ' that the glazed coffins, and slipper
coffins, both glazed and unglazed, are found in Level III and
disappear entirely in Levels I and II.

Unit 4 (the court and adjacent rooms).
There are no finds listed from room 33x. 6 2

On the floor level of 57 were found two bronze coins of
A.D. 36-40 and one of 121-83 B.C. A coin from the north end
of room 54 also was dated A.D. 43/44 and a small hoard of 25
bronze coins from room 54 (to which belonged perhaps the
coin just mentioned) contained one dated A.D. 36-40.

The coin of 121-83 B.C. belongs in Level III, as does a coin
of 38/37 B.C. or 32/31 B.C. from room 45. McDowell takes

the revolt of A.D. 36-43 6 3 as marking the transition between
Levels II and III but points out that the seven-year revolt was
only a detail in the civil war which raged through Parthia.
There was at Seleucia a distinct change in the architecture as
the columned porticoes were given up but there seems to have
been in the block no sharp and decisive break. Probably,
therefore, the coins belonging to the time of the revolt mark
some rebuilding or repairs and a new floor level rather than a
complete shift in arrangement.

A clay bank, a small ovoid vessel with a slot for coins.P"
was found in the brickwork of the east wall of room 54.
Probably it had been placed in a niche, though no coins were
found in it. A second bank was found in Level II, room 259, a
proximity which deserves remark since banks were few.

Other finds from the house were fairly numerous but not
distinguished. There were eight lamps from room 45 and one
each from 62, 57, and 56. The finds in room 263 were few and
there were none from 264. It seems logical to suppose that
263-264 constituted the chief inner room of the house, but
the finds indicated either limited occupancy or careful house­
cleaning.

Room 144
The area 144 stands by itself in more or less the center of

the block and apparently constituted a common open place
rather than a constituent part of an individual unit. It may be
treated here, since it belongs to the corner of section C rather
than to the other divisions. Adjacent sections all had access to
the area except the section E in the center of the north side.

From the number of small finds (250 catalogued) one
supposes it was employed both as a common meeting place
and as a dispose-all for broken figurines, lamps, pottery, etc.
The objects were small and, except for the coins, not appro­
priate for review here since they fail to show any particular
employment (such as cooking) for the space.

Well over a hundred pieces of bronze were tentatively listed
as coins and of these 24 were identified by McDowell. Six of
these belonged to Demetrius II, 145-41 and 140-123 B.C., the
lower limit except for two Seleucid coins assigned to an upper
floor of Level IV. The upper limit was represented by three
coins of A.D. 69/70. Four belonged to the period 42-40 B.C.
and five to A.D. 36-40 with two more to the period A.D.
43-46.

There were two well marked ash levels, the lower one
containing one of the coins of Demetrius II and lying imme­
diately above a second coin of the same ruler. Just below the
upper burned level was a coin of A.D. 36-40 and one of the
same date was found in the level of the second burning.

There was in the excavations rather widespread evidence for
a fire about the time of the Parthian occupation (141 B.C.)
but, as McDowell has pointed out, whether the burning occur­
red near the beginning or during disturbances when Antiochus
VII occupied the city about 130 B.C. is not clear. The seven
coins (five of A.D. 36-40 and two of 43-46) belonging to the
period of the seven-year revolt reflect that troubled period and
the ash layer is evidence for at least a partial burning, but the
three coins of A.D. 69/70 give warning that some third level
architectural units survived for a time. The whole period A.D.
36-70 was one of almost constant civil war in Parthia,
including the attempt by Vologases to establish a new capital,
and in Seleucia it may have been, architecturally speaking, a
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period of repairs rather than new construction. A coin of
42-40 B.C. two centimeters below the foundations of a Level I
wall suggests that the stratification cannot be relied upon too
strictly.

From 42/41 B.C. to 39/38 B.C. the native party gained
control of Seleucia." 5 The four coins 42-40 B.C. belong to this
period and may mark a period of trouble or new building. It
could be, however, that these poorly struck but rather distinc­
tive coins are more easily recognized.

Section D (fig. 20).
Mr. Dill's most valuable report on this section has been used

extensively in this review. In our general agreement all my
indebtedness to his work has not been acknowledged. Where
we agreed in our interpretations my own conclusions have
been stated without reference to his suggestions. Differences in
our opinions have been most useful in investigating the prob­
lems. In general our disagreements have been slight.

The part of the block as it stands forms a section sharply
divided from the rest of the block-on the west by the alley­
way 21Y and on the south by the double entranceway 162,203,
204, etc., and corridor 207. The section comprises about a
third of the west side of the block and as it stands seems a
fairly well unified section, except for the shops along street 6.

The section, however, may be divided into apartments
around the open courts. The courtyard 18 is the only one in
the section adorned with columns in the Graeco-Persian style.
Court 196 on the north side with adjoining rooms forms one
apartment and court 178 another. A small apartment is
formed by the paved court 201 with adjacent rooms and
perhaps the open court 213 in the northeast corner forms
another. The series of rooms forming a large corridor on the
south, which leads only to the open area 144 in the center of
the block, is a curious feature. The columned court lying along
the east side of the section rather than in the center is also
unusual.

It seems reasonable to believe that the block was divided
first or intended for eight houses more or less square. In the
Hellenistic tradition each of these would be a series of rooms
grouped around a central court. The rectangular form of
section D in the plan represents a major change from the
original scheme. A second change seems indicated in the
passageways or narrow rooms in the center of the west side,
179, 34x and 183. These probably represented an older
entranceway to the unit around court 196. The fact that
another entranceway into the section, the rooms 187, 193,
199 lie immediately beside 179, enhances the probability of an
entrance rather than detracts from it since it is not
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uncommon, as shown on the south side of section D, to have
entranceways to contiguous units lying side-by-side. Graves are
so common in courts and rooms that the three burials in
rooms 183 and 34x occasion no surprise. One may remark,
however, that there are no burials in the adjacent passageway
and that a blocked off passageway or narrow room would
make apparently a convenient and appropriate burial place.
There is no indication that court 196 had been adorned with
columns to form the decorative center of an independent unit.

If one apartment had been made around court 196, one
might expect a corresponding one around court 178 and the
strongest argument for this is, I believe, the unusual arrange­
ment which placed court 18 along the east side of the block. It
is possible that in the apartment might be included some
rooms across alley 21Y, but the difficulties are then increased
by the inclusion of another columned court lying beside the
first one.

If the wall between 55 and 213 had no passageway the
separation of the northeast corner from the rest of the section
would have been simple through the blocking of the very
narrow doorway between 229 and 20Y or closing the door
between 229 and 177x. In the latter doorway, a door socket
still remains, the only one in the apartment, and it suggests an
unusually heavy door. In any case very unusual is the very
large room 55 on the north side of court 18. The unusually
wide doorway and the wall projecting into room 55 would
have been interpreted in Level I and perhaps also in II as
evidence of an arch and vault. It is possible that the new type
of architecture began in the last part of Level III but this must
remain merely an hypothesis.

Most interesting is the paved court 201 with the open room
180 to the south. Room 201 stands in almost the center of the
section, it can be approached directly through the entry
187/199 and it holds the key to the apartment centered
around 196.

Since the paving in baked brick often denotes both an open
area and one worthy of special treatment and since the open
room beside it lies on the south, as do the columned rooms on
the larger courts, the unit 201/180 constitutes probably the
women's quarters or the courtyard for the lady of the house.
The arrangement of similar orientation and proximity to the
megaron as well as character and size is paralleled in section B.

It seems reasonable to me to consider the whole section,
except for the street shops, as belonging to one householder.
This would be most reasonable if one considered the apart­
ment around court 178 attached to the men's quarters and
that around 196 attached to the women's as serving special
purposes, perhaps some form of business. In section A a kiln
built in one of the rooms of the house suggests a business
conducted as part of the household work, and the bullae in
section C certainly disclose a tax office, though its records
belong largely to Level IV. Unfortunately the finds in section
D, as we shall see, are not distinctive enough to indicate the
nature of the business carried on, nor do they furnish sure
proof that the householder was carrying on a business venture
on the premises. The large jars in 169 may have merely stored
grain and bulky materials for the family, and the apartment
around 196 may have housed slaves or grown children
including in-laws, rather than some business venture as weaving
or spinning carried on under the direction of the mistress of
the house. It seems curious if some business were carried on in

rooms 178-169 that some direct access was not given to
corridor 162-203, and one may guess that at some phase of
development the corridor constituted the chief entrance to the
whole section.

Probably the best argument for the arrangement of apart­
ments, as suggested, is the location of the columned court and
chief rooms 18, 12, 42 lying along the whole center of the
west side of the section. If this constitutes the chief center of
habitation, and if the women's quarters lay beside it, then the
two groups of rooms in the center of the north and south sides
would seem to be apartments belonging to the house but not
essential to the living quarters. Since the passageway 187/193
leads to the women's quarters and the entrance in court 18
gives into the alleyway, the chief entrance to the household
would be through 217. The special provisions for bathing in
room 188, the open court 197, and the curious shape of 213
suggest special arrangements for visitors or travelers or possibly
some cult center.

There seems to be no provision for animals unless the blind
passageway 179-183-34x on the west side might have been
used for housing burros or goats. The long corridor and narrow
room 220 seem appropriate for a stair to the roof, but there is
no proof. One could imagine that if lower stairs might be built
into the wall between 177x and 55 the landing might be
placed above 220 and the upper stairs over the corridor. This
seems the most reasonable suggestion for stairs in the section. I
had thought that the sharp jog in the entranceway 179 might
have indicated a staircase leading up along the south wall of
34x, but Mr. Dill points out that access to it would be only
from the street.

Rooms 162, 203, 204, 114Y, 157, 158, 170 (the passageway
on the south).

The passageway gives entrance to the central court of the
block 144, and allows access to the janitor's quarters 170 and
to room 225 of section E. The fourth level was reached
beneath the whole of the passageway and it may be that the
coin of 175 B.C. from 162, the two of Alexander Bala from
162, and the janitor's room 170, and single coins of 175 B.C.
from both 203 and 204 meant merely that the lower level had
been reached. One may suggest, however, that this second
quarter of the second century B.C. marked the period when
this passageway was contructed. Terminal dates were circa
A.D. 40 except for a coin of A.D. 69/70 from corridor 157.
The character of the whole section was completely changed in
Level II. The corridor 157/158 corresponds to a corridor in
the level above with a jog at the west end. Perhaps then the
coin of 69/70 belonged to the later period. The cutting for an
empty grave in 157 may also have been a late addition.

Mr. Dill's suggestion that 170 belonged to a guard or janitor
is an excellent one. A large number of bronze coins (102),
including one of Alexander Bala already mentioned, were
found in the room, and 43 pieces of pottery including two
colanders and parts of 22 figurines. The burial under the floor
will be discussed separately.

Rooms 231, 161, 166, 173, 171, 182, 194, 195, 198 (rooms
along street 6).

Along street 6 lay a whole series of rooms each with an
entrance on the street but no passageway to interior rooms.
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The only exceptions are 187, which forms the entrance to the
passageway into the women's quarters, and 179, the beginning
of the blind alley. The three rooms at the northern end have
communicating doors, otherwise the rooms are independent
units.

In room 231, the southernmost of the group, a coin of
Seleucus I was found just below the earliest sill and from the
room were recovered two bitumen bullae of 159/160 B.C.
Otherwise the discoveries were largely the graves and tombs,
which will be described separately. It is sufficient here to say
that beneath the floor lay vault 151 and grave 232 containing
seven bodies. Two coins gave the dates 145-141 B.C. and
140-123 B.C. This grave lay partly beneath the north wall of
vault 155, a burial of the second level since a coin of Vologases
III A.D. 174/5-177/8 was found in the sifted earth. A seven
burner lamp was found near vault 151 but the date is not
clear. Another grave, 249, found in the northwest corner
contained an infant burial. Grave 289 was also discovered in
this room. One might suggest that the room was used for
purposes other than burials up to the Parthian period but that
occupancy was light and so the stratum thin. After 140 B.C. it
became a burial room and remained such into the second level
(it lay beneath room 246 of Level II).

Room 161, the next to the north, lay directly above Level
IV 16 and contained a silver coin of Seleucus II. The terminal
date in identified coins was A.D. 59/62. The finds included
parts of eleven figurines, fragments of pottery, an iron arrow
head and a clay sling bullet, but nothing which revealed the
nature of the shop or room. The fragment of a hinge, a broken
nail, and fragments of a bent iron key may have belonged to a
chest or to the street door. The 63 coins found suggest
monetary transactions, but the long period covered may
indicate only moderate use.

A comparatively large number of coins (78) were found
also in room 166 and they span the period from Seleucus I to
the revolt in A.D. 40. A number of glass insets (27) may
indicate the type of merchandise supplied in the shop. Three
bone dice, a marked knucklebone, and a clay pawn were also
recovered. The silver coin of Mithradates I was rare in Seleucia.

Room 173 contained grave 251 with three skeletons. The
fifty coins discovered ranged in date (as far as identified)
between 145 B.C. and A.D. 69/70. Very little else uncon­
nected with the graveswas recovered.

Room 171 had a door sill of baked brick as did the rooms
just mentioned but little else to distinguish it.

The coins in room 182 (20) ranged in date from 175 B.C.
to A.D. 27.

The series of rooms 194, 195, 198 at the northwest corner
contained 9, 4, and 28 coins respectively, an interesting
commentary on the use of the rooms or the carefulness of the
owners. The dates ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D. 40. The larger
number of finds was recovered from room 198 and included
two bronze statuettes, one of a soldier with long (Gallic)
shield.

Mr. Dill called attention to the fact that the walls between
shops were often thicker than the street wall.

In Level III, the shops seem to be an intrinsic part of the
block plan and two of them, 161, 162, lie above rooms of the
fourth level, so apparently the building projected into the
street the same distance in the late fourth period.

Rooms 36x, 232, 211, 215, 61 (the small apartment in the
northeast cornerj.

In the category of isolated or separate rooms in the section
should be included the little group at the northeast corner.
Room 36x is a reasonable size and furnished with a baked
brick threshold, a feature common to some of the independent
rooms on street 6. In the group of very small rooms 232, 211,
215 and 61, have no doorways recorded, and the unit 61-215
is very small. Perhaps 232 was merely a vacant space enclosed
in the wall when the west side of the alley 21Y was moved
forward to narrow the doorway. Mr. Dill suggests that 61-215
may have been the quarters for a janitor controlling entrance
to the alley. It seems reasonable to believe that when the
entrance was narrowed so that access might be limited, a room
for a janitor might be constructed.

The finds from 61-215 were very small and suggest a short
period of occupancy. The latest coin from room 61 was dated
in A.D. 62. From room 215 were recovered two figurines, five
bronze coins, and one jar of pottery, nothing to indicate
clearly its purpose.

The finds in rooms 215 and 217 were made in the E (fifth)
season, that is January and February of 1932, except for one
find made in the fall of 1932. I take it, therefore, that the
finds of the same months made in 36 belong to 36x rather
than to 36Y, the large columned room in section A. The
difficulty is that part of the finds in 49, adjacent to 38Y, were
made in January 1931, part in January 1932, and the finds
from the court 138 just north of 36Y were all (4) made the
last day of November and in the first eight days of December
1931.

From room 36 twenty-five finds were listed, 18 from the D
(fourth) season; in the E season, three from September, one
from October, three from December, two from January 1932,
and one from the F season. Probably the two from January
1932 belonged to 36Y. The three in December 1931 are
doubtful, particularly because one, a ruby bead was found on
December 9th and the last listed find in 138 was on December
17th. Both are figurine heads of clay and would appropriately
go with the nine other parts of figurines found in the D season
in 36Y.

This leaves for 36x at most a coin of Demetrius II
(145-141, 140-123 B.C.) found on the 21st of January 1932
and the clay head of a horse with bridle found in the brick­
work of the south wall on the 25th of January already
mentioned in 36Y. The following season a link of an iron
chain was found in the debris of 36, but whether from 36x or
36Y is not clear.

Fortunately, usually the dates of finds in adjacent rooms
make it reasonably certain to which room in the x and Y
category the finds should be assigned. I mention 36 at length
to explain the practical difficulties.

Rooms 217,197,188. and 213. (the entrance unit).
Since the entrance to court 18 is directly accessible only

from the alleyway 21Y and the doorway from street 6 leads to
the women's quarters, room 217 formed probably the main
entrance to the section. Manassehv" considered that room 197
was an open court, but Mr. Dill points out that there is no
evidence of paved brick flooring nor for a drain. It is, more­
over, considerably smaller than the adjoining 213 so there is
no necessity for its being unroofed. From 197 access is
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obtained to room 188 with bathing facilities consisting of a
baked brick receptacle laid in bitumen. The larger room, 213,
apparently was completely separated from room 55 and con­
tained a fair-sized alcove in the eastern wall. This with room
197 may form the andron or men's quarters usually placed
close to the entrance and here furnished with the separate
room for bathing. The wall between 213 and 55 was sup­
planted by the wall in Level II between rooms 56-63 (Level II)
which lay immediately above it. The pivot stone found in
place between 177 and 229 witnesses to a strong door between
the andron and the chief living quarters of the house and adds
to the impression that the entrance rooms formed a separate
unit and that there was no passageway between 213 and 55.

Of the 19 coins found in room 217 the earliest recognized
was Demetrius I and the latest belonged to A.D. 18. A bronze
bell with bronze clapper was recovered in room 197 and a coin
of A.D. 59·60 (one of 13). Mr. Dill points out that bells were
also found in the alleyway 203 and 157 and in the small
connecting room 222 west of court 201. The bath in 188 was
almost a meter in length and two-thirds of a meter in width.

Very few finds are recorded from 213 and the special
reason for the alcove is not clear. Its position opposite the
large and single doorway would make it appropriate for a seat
of honor if the owner were a man of prominence or an official
of some sort.

Rooms 18,12,42,55,164,175, 177Y, 184, 177x, 220, 20Y
and 230 (the court and adjacent rooms).

The courtyard 18 has a border of baked brick and a well
with baked brick facings in the northwest corner. The well
served presumably to catch and hold rain water. It may also
have reached water level at least when the river was high. On
the south side two columns between antae separated the porch
of the megaron from the court. Manasseh6 7 reports that
columns and antae were made of burnt brick laid in gypsum
plaster except for the two upper courses of the pedestals
which were set in bitumen to prevent the moisture from rising
in the structure. The chief room 42, or triclinium, belongs to
the broad room type as does the porch 12, rather than the
Greek long room form or the square shape of the Persians. On
the north side of the court an unusually wide doorway opens
into a wider hallway giving into a large room. The projecting
wall of the east side of the hallway suggests the support for a
vault, but no evidence of plaster is recorded to support such an
hypothesis. In section C, unit 4 an open room with oval
pilasters lies on the south side of the colonnaded court and in
section F a good-sized room with exceptionally wide doorway
lies on the north side of court 126. It would be very inter­
esting to know if these wide doorways were arched, an indica­
tion of Parthian influence, or left open. They seem far too
wide for even double doors.

Around the main apartment just mentioned, there are a
series of rooms, some of which form entrances. Room 177x
gives access to the very small room 220. I have suggested it
may have lain under the stairs to the roof. Another possiblity
is a latrine, though no drain is mentioned. Room 229 led from
177x to 20Y and the wide doorway to the women's quarters.
South of 20Y, room 230 gave access to the court or allowed
the resident coming from the court to reach room '224 and so
the annex to the chief apartment. Around 42 a series of small
rooms was constructed. Room 184 was accessible only from

42 and had a baked brick basin 26 centimeters deep but with
no bitumen. It may well have served as a bath. The jog in the
entranceway disappears in the lower levels. Room 177Y gave
access to the court or large room 169 and also to the rear
room 175 which contained burial 132 with eight skeletons.68

Only the foundations of the walls around 164 remain and
there is no trace of the entranceway. Presumably it was a part
of the main apartment and opened either into room 175 or
room 42.

As might be expected, the largest number of finds came
from the chief room 42. Some of the 26 figurines may have
been included in the brickwork of the walls. Of 45 coins the
range spread from Demetrius II to A.D. 44-46. There were two
bronze kohlsticks and 25 pieces of pottery. Most notable was
an earring of a winged female wrought in gold. The fragment
of a cuneiform tablet probably came from the mud brick and
perhaps also a seal of steatite. In the Hellenistic house the
chief room off the court was the triclinium, distinguished by
the benches of plaster raised slightly above floor level. There is
no indication of the triclinium benches at Seleucia, but one
expects the columned porch and room behind it to form the
most important as well as the most ornamental apartment of
the house.

It is scarcely worthwhile to review all the finds in the other
rooms. From room 184 were recovered an alabaster head of a
figurine and one of bronze. Recognized coins dated from 141
B.C. to A.D. 70. The number of pots in 175, at least 30 in
number, and a stone pestle suggest a pantry or kitchen. A
second stone pestle or grinder found in the adjoining 164 as
well as eight more pots (also eight figurines) furnish fairly
good evidence that 175 and 164 belonged together. Robin­
son's sketches show a doorway between the two, partly
blocked by square bases of baked brick and flooring of baked
brick in the west corners. Lack of ashes precludes the pos­
sibility of hearths for cooking. More probably they supported
heavy furniture. Yeivan suggestsv" that a number of the
multiple graves in Level III represented the period of revolt
against Parthian rule, particularly since the graves contain
skeletons of women and children as well as men.

A coin of Alexander the Great was found in the court (18).
Apparently, however, the excavations continued below the
Level III floors. In the largely dirt floors at Seleucia it was
often extremely difficult to distinguish floor levels accurately.
The coin supplements the evidence from rooms 231 and 161
that the stratum between the third and the fourth levels was
thin. In general the coin range was from 140 B.C. to A.D. 40
or 70. No finds were recorded from room 55 but the dis­
coveries may have been listed under 213, since only the
foundations of the Level III wall between the two rooms
remained.

Rooms 201, 180,228,22, 190, 187, 193, 199 (the women's
apartment and the entrance from street 6).

This very interesting apartment exactly in the center of the
section can be appropriately interpreted as the women's
quarters though the finds are not distinctive enough to make
the identification certain. The portion 201 tiled with baked
brick was obviously a court open to the sky and the room 180
corresponds to the columned porch to the south of court 18.
A number of jars fixed in place in room 190 suggest the drain
of a latrine but the room seems inordinately large for such a
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purpose. The bell from room 222 might be for summoning a
servant or slave, or could be assigned to someone in 190 if it
were used as a bedroom. The alleyway to street 6 consists of
room 199 at the northwest corner of the court and separated
from the rest of the passage by a baked brick threshold and
the narrow rooms 193 and 187. The series of rooms around
the open court 196 form a separate apartment accessible only
from the women's court and will be treated separately.

Finds in the apartment were surprisingly few but the range
of coins was rather unusual. From the vestibule room 187
came four foreign bronze coins; a coin of 223 B.C. was
recovered from room 193, a bronze coin of Vologases I A.D.
69/70-78/79 was found in the court 201, and from room 180
came coins ranging from Antiochus IV to A.D. 62.

Rooms 169,178,168,172 (the annex to the chiefapartment).
The two largest rooms in the whole section are 169 and 178

linked by an exceptionally wide doorway. One expects that if
one were a court and the other enclosed, the larger would be
the court and that it would lie to the north of the enclosed
room. In this particular sequence 169 is the larger but it lies to
the south of 178 and was probably an enclosed room. It is
possible, of course, that both might have been open to the sky
but in that case there seems little reason for the dividing wall.

Robinson's notes show some interesting details in both
rooms. Fourth level walls appear in 169 jutting out into the
room just south of the east doorway and projecting from the
south wall just north of the center. Another wall of mud brick
or a foundation runs parallel to the west wall from the corner
to the center of the room. A rectangle of baked brick west of
the center of the room, Robinson believes, was built on an
earlier, more extensive baked brick structure and may be part
of a tomb. On the other side (east) of the center there is the
base of a large drain, the top of which belonged to Level II
room 69. Parts of unbaked brick walls just south of the chief
entrance and part of a square of baked brick tiling close to the
center of the west wall as well as a line of baked brick
stretching out into the room from the south wall may belong
to the earlier period since they serve no clear purpose in the
third level arrangement.

Room 178 retained part of a baked brick tiling along the
south wall between the east corner and the door. This parallels
the baked brick borders which so often lined the courts in the
third level. A baked brick tiling was placed as the threshold to
the entrance to room 224 and covered the floor of the
entranceway to 172. A large drain was dug in the floor just
east of the center of the room and beside it three large jars had
been sunk in the floor, possibly a drain. A pit close to the
center of the room may have offered a storage area in the
fourth level.

A layer of sherds along the east wall and projecting into the
room in the third level served as base for second level walls.
Below the sherds Robinson notes a ledge projecting out 10
centimeters and down 40 centimeters. A similar condition was
found in two of the other sides of the room and Robinson
suggests the ledge could easily have been a form of spread
footing for the wall immediately above it, of which only a
small portion remains and which appears to have been the wall
for the court whose floor was bordered with baked brick. In
the long course of the third period many alterations indu­
bitably occurred. In one of these phases room 178 may have

served as the chief room of the section as its size and position
suggest. In this arrangement the open court would have been
201 and adjacent rooms.

In the third level plan, attention may be called once again
to the exceptionally wide doorway between 169 and 178. The
sun baked bricks of the jambs, however, argue, I believe,
against an arch since there was no indication of broken arch in
the remains. A part of a terra cotta sima found in room 169
may have belonged to Level IV.

West of the room 178 lay the good-sized room 172 and
beside it to the south 168. Room 168 had doorways both to
172 and 169 and so formed an apartment with 169 and 178.
East of the large rooms was the corridor 177Y with entrance
into 169, and the corridor 224, 230, 20Y giving access from
178 to the court 18 and the women's quarters 201.

The successive floor levels in 169 were disturbed by the
digging of a grave in the east side and the intrusion of a second
level drain on the west. A bronze coin from the upper fillingof
the grave was dated A.D. 120/130 so the burial should be
attributed to the beginning of the first level. From the base of
an intermediate Level III wall came a coin of Alexander the
Great, and a silver coin of Pacorus II belonged to A.D. 79/80.
Part of a bronze lamp was found within the room and a
number of small finds, such as knuckle bones, a bone knife
handle, fragment of an iron blade, trinkets, etc.

The coins of 178 range from 162 B.C. to A.D. 70, and
those of 172 from 145-141 B.C. to A.D. 43/44. A great
number of lamps in 172 suggests sleeping quarters. The large
jars presumably made part of a drain and Robinson's notes
place a baked brick floor laid without bitumen in the center of
the room with a jar beneath. His rough sketch does not
correspond, however, to the form of the room in the block
plan. Room 172 yielded fewer lamps and fewer coins but had
a range from Demetrius I to A.D. 46.

On the whole the apartment seems to represent domestic
quarters, in which room 172 presumably made a bedroom,
perhaps equipped with the tile floor and drain for a bath.

The finds from the corridors east of rooms 169 and 178
were not significant, but a coin of Demetrius I from room 224
and one of Alexander Balas from 229 suggest either the
excavations had penetrated the lowest Level III floor levels or
the construction of the rooms came a little before the Parthian
period. One may note that the rooms around the chief apart­
ment were very small. One (room 175) appears to have been a
kitchen. Rooms 169 and 178 seem, therefore, to form an
annex to the living quarters of the chief apartment and pro­
vided the bedrooms at the west end.

From the apartment, however, access to street 6 was gained
through room 173. It may be, therefore, that the apartment
169-178 was the center for some sort of business in which the
owner of the house was interested.

Rooms 200, 206, 35x, 196, 189,205,262,218,219,221 (the
annex to the women's apartment).

The apartment is composed of a series of rooms around the
large central room 196, presumably an open court. The fact
that the only approach to the court is from the south through
room 35x is unusual. Still more unusual is the dependence of
the whole suite on the little court 201 from which alone access
is obtained to the apartment. The group of rooms had pre­
viously formed an independent house, whose entrance ran
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from street 6 through the corridor 179, 183, 34x. When this
was blocked off and reserved largely for burials, the inner
group of rooms became an inner apartment in the section. The
narrowness of rooms 262/205 seems more appropriate for a
corridor than a room, and perhaps there was an entrance to
street H as well as to street 6. One expects, in any case, access
would be given from the streets to the court 196 without
passing through room 35x. The doorway between 196 and 189
is marked with a question mark because no evidence for it
remains. A second level wall was built above the wall of Level
III and traces of the earlier doorway were lost.

Finds in the group of rooms were rather scanty. There was
a number of cosmetic pots, a few lamps, and weaving articles.
A pottery drain was discovered in the corner of room 206.
Coins in general ranged from the beginning of the Parthian

Fig. 21. Section E, block G6, level III

period to the revolt in A.D. 40. One of Demetrius I was
recovered in room 262 and four bronze coins of Vardanes I
A.D. 43/44 were found in 189.

On the whole the apartment seems to have been utilized
largely by women though the paucity of the finds makes
allocation difficult. Mr. Dill suggests sleeping quarters may
account for the small number of finds in the side rooms.

Section E (fig. 21).
Section E spans the middle of the west side of the block

and is separated from the sections to north and south by
double passageways, one of each pair serving as entrance to the
section. On the east, the open area 144 lies at the northern
end. Otherwise the division from the east half of the block is
merely the common house wall. Probably the alleyway, which

LEVEL III
block G6
SECTION E
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divides the northern end of the block, originally ran through
the block but no sure traces of it are preserved in the southern
half. The southern end of the open area 144 continues the line
of the east-west corridor dividing sections Band C and marks
the middle of the block.

Manasseh remarks 7 0 that a large portion of this section lay
under the principal liwans of Levels I and II and their
unusually deep foundations did much to obliterate the plan of
Level III. The large number of graves, particularly in the
southwest part of the section, also confused the stratification
and may account in part for the large number of coins of the
pre-Parthian period.

Miss Cathy King made a careful special study and analysis
of this section and I am largely indebted to her report for the
details published here. She has pointed out that the section is
divided into three units, not to speak of the separate, inde­
pendent rooms completely separated from one another except
for the sharing of common entrances from street 6. A pecu­
liarity is the absence in the section of a unit with a court
flanked on the south by a columned room.

A second peculiarity is the orientation of the rooms in the
southeast corner, an orientation which does not correspond
with that in the rest of the section. This unit connects with
section F through the doorway between rooms 123 and 119. I
am inclined to think it belonged to the house of section F
though the orientation differs from the other parts of F also. I
shall discuss it as a part of section E and consider its relation­
ship to section Flater.

The series of interconnecting rooms on the west side,
immediately east of the street rooms is puzzling. Room 153
has a tiled border on the north side and is divided into two
sections by antae just south of the middle. The tiled border
suggests an open court and the antae a porch placed appro­
priately on the south side. With room 304 communicating
with 153 by a central door, and with the rooms to west and
east, a unit corresponding in size and form to a small
independent unit would be formed. It would require only the
blocking of the doorway between 304 and 301. Just at the
doorway the west wall of 304 jogs for the corner of 185,
suggesting some difference in the original arrangements.

Probably section E at some time in the course of the third
period comprised a single establishment. The section was then
divided into three smaller units. The court 147/118 and the
adjacent rooms formed one unit, court 153 and adjacent
rooms a second. The large room 111 and adjacent quarters
were annexed by the large house section F in the southwest
corner of the block. The arrangements in the southwest corner
are not clear. Perhaps the large number of graves means the
rooms were deserted for a time, or the heavy construction and
deeper foundations of Level II destroyed the Level III arrange­
ments. At any rate at the end of the period the open court
302/303/139 was connected with the unit to its north making
the present series of rooms

Burials
Yeivan remarks71 on the multiple burials in graves and

tombs of Level III compared with the number of bodies in
graves of Level II. The outstanding example of the multiple
burial type was the vault 216 in the open room 139, a vault
which had only two loculi but remains of at least 33 skeletons.
This is one of several cases in which the bodies were put away

pell-mell and seem to reflect mass burials rather than succes­
sive interrments. Yeivan calls attention to the fact that since
the skeletons bore no trace of wounds and included bodies of
women and children, they probably represent not soldiers
fallen in battle, but civilian casualties from starvation and
epidemic, natural hazards in a city besieged, especially if
crowded with refugees from the country. Coins from the room
which include those close to the vault go from the beginning
of the Parthian period to the period of the revolt, one dating
from A.D. 36-40 and one from A.D. 43-44. Since the coins are
few the terminus ante quem is not certain, however, and the
interesting question whether or not the house continued to be
occupied until A.D. 69/70 is not solved.

Another multiple grave (231) under the floor level of room
216 (unit 3), contained 14 bodies. One grave lay above a
coffin cover and remains of other covers lay beneath. Tomb
231 as well as 216 contained in part the bodies of children.

On the other hand, Tomb 31 from room 304 or 305
contained only one body, that of an adult, and Tomb 40 from
below the level of rooms 302-301, contained remains of three
faience coffins, and four bodies.

Rooms 130-160 forming a little apartment off room 139
also contained a number of burials 243, 244, 245, and 277 in
room 130 and burial 291 and 275 in room 160. Burial 291 and
275 both contained ten skulls, burial 243 a silver coin of
Septimus Severus under the jaw of a skeleton.

Room 225, set rather apart by itself in the corridor north
of section E, contained three burials (237, 238 and 253).
Grave 238 lay partly between rooms 225 and 156. Vault 41
lay beneath the floor level of room 156 but Yeivan assigns it
to the room of the second level II 227.

In the large court or open room 111, three burials were
discovered, numbers 235, 236 and 242, the latter with three
skulls in one cubicle. Room 136 off court 118/147 contained
two burials 219 and 222, the first with four bodies, the third
and fourth in a coffin and with traces of cloth shrouds.

Burials were found also in rooms 109, 118, 149, 152, 185
and 192. Rooms 185 and 192 are rooms along street 6 with
entrances no longer recognizable; room 152 like 136 is an
adjunct to the court 118/147. The court 118 itself contained
two burials, 224 and 246. Room 109 lies between 136 and
152. Finally 149 is part of the apartment, perhaps the janitor's
at the entrance.

When one says the open courts and the side rooms are the
favorite places for burials, this includes the great proportion of
rooms at Seleucia. There is no definite pattern that I can
discern but one can say the burial place was apt to be the
court or a room easily shut off from the rest of the house. The
graves dug from the upper levels into the lower bring always
the chance of confusing the strata by establishing later coins at
unusual depths. Sometimes it is not even clear to which level a
grave should be ascribed.

Rooms 225, and 156 (between sections D and E, drawn on the
plan ofE).

Rooms 225 and 156 may be considered part of section E
since they are separated from D by a corridor. Access is
obtained to 225 by corridor 162 (114Y). Room 156 opens
only on the central area 144. Both rooms contained graves­
room 156, vault 41, and room 225, graves 237 and 253. Grave
238 was partly beneath the common wall and might be listed
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under both rooms. It is possible that they served only as
funerary rooms but the number of finds beyond the grave
furniture suggests occupation. Robinson's notes call attention
to a vertical line of mud brick just east of the middle of the
south wall. This may represent a doorway later blocked up. Its
position corresponds with the juncture in the last period of the
east wall of room 151.

The two rooms are unrelated to each other and to the units
on either side. Their interior position seems to prohibit shops
and the lodgings of janitors, since one expects both to be near
the streets. A rather similar type of rooms occurs in section B
room 115 near the west end of corridor 128, otherwise there
are no parallels in the block. The finds in the rooms do not
seem to me distinctive enough to identify the nature of
occupancy.

In room 225, 36 coins were found ranging in date from 162
B.C. to A.D. 5. Miss King's reports showed that 17 were found
in or near the graves and ten in the debris. The rest were found
in the brickwork or were allocated only to the room.

Eight lamps and 12 figurines were appropriate furniture for
the graves and some of the pottery, a platter, two bowls, and a
one-handled pitcher, might be construed as receptacles of
offerings. On the other hand, a cooking pot, a pot cover, two
pottery separators, and a stone pestle seem to indicate
common use. Fragments of a bracelet, a finger ring, a few
beads, and insets might have belonged either to the quick or to
the dead.

Room 156 contained 27 coins of which the 13 identified
ranged from 145 B.C. to 31 B.C. A number of pieces of
common ware pottery were found, including 18 bowls, a
pilgrim flask, a cosmetic jar, etc., in addition to metal instru­
ments such as four adzes, two daggers, and the edge of a knife
blade. Ornaments included eleven beads, four insets, two frag­
ments of an iron finger ring, and one amulet.

Rooms 145, 149, 155, 186, 192, 306-176, 185, 305, 214
(rooms along street 6).

Rooms 149 and 155 at the south end of the section
communicate with each other and have an entrance on the
passageway 145. Next to these two rooms, room 186 has a
doorway to the street. At the north end room 214 is given a
doorway into the court but the question mark in Robinson's
sketch indicates doubt of its actual existence. The fact is that
the heavier foundations in Level II removed the walls of Level
III above the foundations and the location of some doorways
has been lost.

If the large number of coins is indication of the domicile of
a janitor, the rooms 149 and 155 are good candidates since
150 coins ranging in date (in the 45 identified) from 145 B.C.
to A.D. 130 were found in room 155 and 57 in room 149. Of
those in 155, a number were in three small hoards, one from
the matting on the floor, and the other two of 15 coins each
from unspecified parts of the room. The coins identified in
room 149 ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D. 30, among which was
a hoard of 14. Six lamps, three jugs, two bowls, and a lantern
with sliding panel were found in 155; in 149 there were five
lamps, a storage jar, a one-handled pitcher, and three bowls.
Some of the 19 figurines from room 149 may have belonged
to the graves; the eight from 155 show that they are not
necessarily funeral furniture. An adze and bone hilt from 155

indicate the presence of a man and a shuttle and loomweight a
woman.

Room 186 has a single doorway which opened on the
street. Since the coins go back to 209 B.C. and six were dated
before the Parthian era, it seems obvious that much of the
excavations were in Level IV. The skeleton of a man was
found in the middle III level debris. Perhaps this would explain
the find of an alabaster torso of a figurine, a type usually
belonging to Level II or I. Of 15 coins identified (from 39
found) the earliest belonged to 209 B.C., the latest to A.D. 70.
Eight fell in the years A.D. 15/16. Ten lamps were found, one
bowl, a cooking pot, a jar with graffito, and a number of jar
fragments.

Room 192 is encased in thick walls to west (the street side)
and east. Two graves were discovered, one in a baked brick
frame (257), the grave of a child, lay near the east wall and a
second (261), was contained in the middle III level. The four
identified coins ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D. 40. Five lamps,
four bowls, and two pottery fragments may have belonged to
the grave, as may have the arrowhead found near the child's
grave. Miss King suggests that the room may have been utilized
only as a funerary chamber.

Since room 306/176 is encased in the same thick walls, it
seems to belong with 192 and 186. The three coins identified
(from seven) ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D. 40. Grave 37 was
discovered in the room and most of the finds, five lamps, a
bowl, a pot cover, and three fragments of figurines may have
been offerings. In the brickwork was a clay stamp of three
lines of Greek transcribed: HNAIOC/</>EPENIKO/TO-TC M~

ITMNA. Apparently the name and perhaps the date 240 =
71/2 B.C.

Rooms 185, 305, and 214 belong together with a narrower
wall on the east and I believe, therefore, they are part of the
house unit and should be connected with the court and room
153-304. The finds, however, are no more distinctive than in
the rooms 192 and 306/176. Grave 226 belonged to room
185 and may mark it as another funerary chamber since most
of the finds were appropriate to a tomb. There were six coins,
the dates of five identified ranging from 145 to 123 B.C., a
pilgrim flask, a lamp, two fragments of a pitcher, and one
figurine.

Three coins from room 305 span the period from 152 B.C.
to A.D. 84. There was no burial but two lamps, a jar cover, a
bowl, two plates, two pitchers, and a jar.

The finds from room 214 were scarcely more enlightening.
The dateable coins (nine out of 14) gave a range of 141 to 31
B.C. A few pottery fragments, two fragments of figurines, and
a plaque comprised the rest of the finds.

One might conclude that the rooms along street 36 were
largely uninhabited in the latter part of the third period, but
the absence of doors shows that the walls from ground level
had been destroyed by later construction and it is quite
possible that the second level foundations removed the debris
of the upper part of Level III.

Rooms 207, 209, 210, 145, 134, 216 (the corridors on the
north and south).

The two corridors to north (207, 209, 210) and south (145,
134,216) offer a number of interesting finds and comparisons
though they served obviously merely as passageways. A grave
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(no. 231) found in the west end of room 216, contained 14
skeletons and two coffins as mentioned above.

A baked brick structure projecting from the jog in the wall
of room 210, Robinson suggests, may have been an altar. Part
of the lower half was covered with plaster and the upper part
contained a cyma molding in the baked brick. Miss King calls
attention to the head and shoulders of a bronze figurine found
in room 209, parallel to the bronze head and wings of a
figurine from room 134 of the south corridor. Bronze figurines
are uncommon, and though parts of one might have passed
without special significance, one in each corridor suggests a
special function, some kind of charm or protecting divinity.
Seventeen coins were found in 207 and the six dated ranged
from 246 B.C. to A.D. 5. Fourteen were found in room 209
and the seven identified ranged in date from 141 B.C. to 31
B.c. From the corner 210 and the doorways paved with baked
brick came only four coins, the one dateable belonging to the
period 38/31 B.C.
. Special mention may be made of a drain with storage jar in
room 210, a religious-votive medallion from 209, and the head
and upper torso of a statuette in room 207.

The southern corridor 145, 134, 216 has a baked brick
entryway from the street. The corridor gives access to the
rooms 149, 155 of the janitor, to the court 139/302/303
through corridor 142, and to the court 111 through the
passage 191. Curiously enough the corridor continues on
beyond room 216 to a blank end and finishes in an alcove
beyond a jutting end of wall. The alcove must have repre­
sented a closet or possibly a place for a bed.

In room 145 a small terra cotta model of an altar was found
as was a small bronze plaque. The coins ranged (13 dated out
of 29) from 280 B.C. to A.D. 40 and four fell in the period
280 to 260 B.C. Of ten figurines, five were found in the
brickwork but it is not always possible to tell whether they
were part of the bricks or concealed in the wall. The practice,
however, of using figurine fragments in the sun dried bricks
was well established at Seleucia.

In room 134 the bronze statuette of head and wings already
mentioned was recovered along with 15 figurines, nine of
which were in the brickwork. The ten coins dated (out of 41)
ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D. 40. Nine of 41 were found in
the brickwork, probably the result of deposits in cubbyholes
rather than in the clay.

Most of the finds from the room came from the burial but
there were in addition 19 coins, the four dated extending from
140 B.C. to A.D. 44. A broken bowl and a jar handle were
found in the eastern end of the room (the burial was at the
west end) and five figurines came from the debris. Two spindle
whorls were also recovered.

Unit 1 (the court 153, the open space 303/302 and adjacent
rooms).

Unit one consists of two parts, the group of rooms around
the open court on the north, room 153, and a second group
around the large area 139/302/303 on the south. They might
be considered as separate units with a connecting doorway
between 304 and 301. Since, however, the connecting door­
way does exist and since the arrangements in 153 do not
follow the typical house plan, it seems best to take them
together.

There is good evidence that 153 formed at some time the

court and columned porch of a megaron house plan, since
Robinson found molded baked brick and plaster at the end of
the pilaster on the east side of the court and a column base on
the east side of the room. He suggested, however, that the
column base might belong to the fourth level and the same
might be the case with the pilaster. Unfortunately our knowl­
edge of the fourth level consists of hypotheses. We do know,
however, that such megara with columned porches are
common in the third level. Section E, in fact, is the only part
of the block which lacks one. If room 153 had been adorned
with a columned porch on the south, as Miss King suggested,
the house with the rooms around would conform with the
usual house plan, and the jog in the wall at the doorway
between 304 and 301 suggests that this was the case. The
house would be very small, however, even with the adjacent
rooms and in particular the house would lack the usual room
north of the court.

That 153 was a court seems clear from the baked brick
pavement along the north side. Robinson found a structure or
base of sun dried bricks located 2.44 meters south from the
brick pavement, 2.40 meters from the west wall and 3.56
meters from the east. He suggested it might belong to an altar.
A drain concealed partly under its east end Robinson thought
may have been connected with this base and possible altar.

Entry to the unit is obtained from room 167 through
corridor 207/209/210. Robinson supplies a doorway to room
214 on the west side of the court, though evidences for the
door belonged to Level II rather than Level III. In neither 305
nor 185 were doorways preserved, but one expects the rooms
belonged to the house and balanced the two rooms on the
other side. The greater thickness of the walls on the street side
supports this conclusion without proving it. Grave 31 was
found in room 304 south of the court and grave 226 in room
185.

In the room 153 as it stands, pilasters project into the court
to east and west, separating the southern third from the rest,
and the baked brick pavement remains on the north side.
Finds were recorded from the room as a whole and consisted
of 37 coins, 15 figurines, three lamps, six bowls, and ajug and
pitcher, as well as ornaments such as four beads, five insets,
two hairpins, a ring, and some buttons. There were fragments
of glass and stone vessels and two gaming pieces. The 22 coins
identified ranged in date from 175 B.C. to A.D. 70 but ten fell
in the period 145 to 83 B.C. As we shall see, coins in the
adjacent rooms followed this same pattern, but it is not clear
whether the rooms were more extensively used in the early
part of the third period, whether the kind of use lent itself to
the scattering of coins, or whether some of the debris of the
later occupation in Level III was disturbed and confused with
the debris of Levels I and II.

The good-sized room 167 served as entry to the court from
the corridor and was furnished with a baked brick threshold.
Robinson remarks there are no doors in the foundation walls
below the baked brick entry way so apparently entrance from
the corridor belonged only to the later phase of occupation in
the third level. Along the southern wall ran the top of a baked
brick foundation or wall not bonded to the walls at either end.
It may have served as couch or bed. Finds were negligible, five
unidentified coins, two lamps and a jar handle largely from the
brickwork, the clay head of a figurine, a steatite whorl, and a
votive medallion.
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The most interesting finds from 159 were two boxes, one
of wood, one of bone, the bone pyxis lying beneath the
wooden box. Both had been badly burned but the first con­
tained a glass inset, four earrings, a hairpin, a stone pestle, a
lead weight, and fragments of cloth, bone and metal; the pyxis
held a glass inset, an earring, a hairpin, a pendant, a bezel,
fragments of a cosmetic bottle, and two whorls. The six coins
dated from 12 found ranged from 145 to 83 B.C. The occupa­
tion of the room never seems to have been heavy and pottery
finds were few: a lamp, a bowl, and a fragment of a cosmetic
dish. One suspects it had been occupied by a woman who
possessed the jewel boxes and that after the fire it was vacated.
The top of an earlier wall ran along the east side of the room
and a corner of it made the niche in the southeast corner of
159.

Room 304 formed the chief room of the house if the
northern part of unit one formed once an independent res­
idence. The large entrance way facing the court was appro­
priate to such an hypothesis and it communicated probably
with 185 as well as with its present side room 31x. Room 304
was the largest room in the house. It formed with the porch
the chief apartment, and in the absence of a room north of the
court must have served the purposes of both.

Robinson has no notes on room 304 and it is not clear if
the well, the baked platform mentioned in the catalogue, and
the stairway 1.20 meters below the brick on the west wall
belonged to grave 31 or to separate structures. In vaults a
stairway led to the burial chamber and the entranceway may
at first have been taken for a well. The grave (31) was small;
however, contained a single body, and is not mentioned as
vaulted. A coin of 175 B.C. was recovered from floor Band
one of A.D. 40 from the brickwork of the wall. Nine coins
were found in all.

The digging continued beneath the lower floor of Level III
into the sub IV stratum. Of 13 lamps, eight were allocated to
Level IV, as were three of seven cosmetic pots, three of nine
figurines, a bowl, a bottle, and two jugs. When the furniture of
the grave was subtracted from the remaining finds, very little,
considering the size of the room, could be attributed to the
Level III occupation of 304.

In the catalogue the finds from 31x were not distinguished
from 31Y, the room in section F opening off the columned
room to the east. All but one of the finds are listed under the
dates of January 6th and 7th when the excavations were in the
southern corner of the block. The single exception which
presumably belonged to 31x was the fragment of a large jar
marked with a stamped rosette. The thick double wall on the
south of 31x marks a very sharp division between unit 3 and
one.

Opposite room 31x, west of 304 and lying along street 6
lay the good-sized room 185. No doorway was recorded and
Robinson marks it as unexplained. The finds in the rooms
along street 6 have already been considered and are not signif­
icant enough to determine whether the rooms were part of the
house or independent shops. Presumably they belonged to the
house but their function was not clear.

It seems very difficult to make a logical pattern which
would conform to the usual house units of the large court
139/302/303 and its adjacent rooms. The open space itself is
irregular in form, there is no indication of a porch or megaron
unit and the large rooms to south and north do not fit the

regular pattern. The room 301 to the north is exceptionally
large, and the room to the south is curtailed by the entrance
corridor 142 on the east and gives entrance to room 160 which
cuts off a corner of the court on the west. Through room 301
entrance is obtained to the northern part of the unit and it
seems best to consider the whole group of rooms together.
There is a very heavy concentration of graves in the southern
half of this unit and perhaps they are the reason for the
unusual arrangements. Vault 40 lay in room 301, and 41 in
302. Grave 216 located in the southeast corner of the court
contained 33 skeletons. Room 130 contained four graves, 160
two more, and all the rooms along street 36 from room 149 to
185 contained one or more burials. The lack of doorways in
rooms 192 and 306/176 may be due to the blocking off of a
room after a burial but this is not necessarily the case.

Room 160 in the southeast corner might be considered a
late intrusion into a rectangular court except that unit 3 juts
decidedly into the northeast corner. Robinson notes some
baked brick and plaster, which I take to mean a threshold to
130. The section numbered 303 had an ash level and part of a
burned beam but these may have belonged to Level IV. Near
the east corner of the south wall another base of baked brick
and plaster may have paved an earlier doorway into the
corridor 142. Robinson remarks on baked brick facings on the
south wall west of the doorway and the west wall along the
southern part of the wall of room 160.

The finds from 139, 302, and 303 may be considered
together but are not easy to distinguish from the grave furni­
ture. The largest number of coins was found in the alcove 139
and the 43 dated (from 88 found) ranged from 145 B.C. to
A.D. 60. The coins were scattered in the debris, near and in
the graves, on the floor, and in the lower ash level. Of 28
lamps, 14 were associated with the graves. Most of the pottery
from the south side of the court (six bowls, three bottles, four
cosmetic pots, and two shallow bowls or pot covers) was also
from the graves. In the corner 303 six lamps, six bowls, four
pitchers, and two pot covers were found but were allocated to
the foundations of walls or sub IV level. The three lamps,
three cosmetic pots, two bowls, and one pot cover and one
pitcher from the northwest part 302 were largely from Level
IV or in or near graves.

Curiously enough, a good part of the finds not associated
with the graves were recovered from the brickwork. Miss King
remarks that the finds in alcove 139 as well as in the other two
parts were chiefly from the walls or from the graves. She
suggests the court was never occupied or its strata were com­
pletely disrupted by the digging of the graves and by grave
robbers.

Some of the same difficulty pertains to room 301, under
which vault 40 extended. The only two coins which could be
dated (out of nine) were struck by Demetrius I and belonged
to the sub IV level. The lamps (ten) and pottery were largely
allocated to Level IV or to the grave and the same is true of
the figurines. The most interesting find was the cache of 85
bitumen bullae dating from 229 to 166 B.C., belonging, there­
fore, to the sub IV level rather than Level III.

In room 130 south of the court, a fireplace is mentioned in
the catalogue but there is no mention of it in Robinson's
notes. Most of the finds were associated with the graves but in
addition to grave furniture, three lamps, two cosmetic pots
(one in the brickwork), a bowl, a model pot, and a few
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fragments were recovered. Mention might be made of the fact
that a gold coin of Septimius Severus was found under the
lower jaw of a skull in grave 243, sufficient reason for the
disturbed strata in the room. The richness of the graves,
especially in gold and seed pearls, testified to the wealth of the
families making the burials, presumably located at least in the
near proximity. Seventy-nine coins were found apart from the
graves, the 20 identified ranging from 162 B.C. to A.D. 40.
They were discovered in the debris, a few in the brickwork,
some in the floor and some 10 to 20 centimeters below the
beaten floor level. The figurines were fragmentary and found
in the brickwork. Implements consisted of a sling pellet, two
loomweights, a whorl, and a mirror.

Room 160 forms an adjunct to 130 at the northeast corner.
The 81 coins included two small hoards. One contained 21
coins, of which two were dated in the years A.D. 36-40, the
other of 11 coins contained one of Antiochus IV. The rest of
the coins scattered through the level fell within these dates.
Two came from the mouth of a skeleton of grave 275. Six
lamps, two jars, a bowl, and a cosmetic pot were all found in
early III debris. A kohl stick and a fragment of a mirror might
indicate the occupant was a woman. A number of figurines
largely from the brickwork and four clay plaques were
recovered. There were also 18 glass insets, six beads, three
whorls, a toy wheel, and a gaming pawn.

An interesting feature of room 142 was the evidence of a
fireplace at the end of the room in the form of ash and burnt
wood. There is remarkably little evidence for cooking facil­
ities. The fire here indicates an unroofed corridor and smoke
conveniently removed from the chief part of the house. Very
probably similar ends of corridors elsewhere were utilized for
this purpose. In room 142 the 41 coins included eight iden­
tifiable belonging largely to Demetrius II except for one of
Vologases II (A.D. 118-120). Eleven belonged to a small hoard
found in the debris. There were 13 figurines including three
female heads and a comic mask, three lamps, two bowls, three
cosmetic pots, two pot covers, and fragments of a pilgrim
flask.

The finds would indicate that room 142 was more used
than any other room of the house and it may well be that it
served as the service room and kitchen.

Unit 2, The court 147/118, and adjacent rooms.

The northeast corner of section E formed a self-contained
unit, access to which was obtained only by the tiled doorway
of 210 from the northern corridor to street 6. The unit
consists of a large open court 147/118 surrounded by a series
or double series of rooms on the north, east, and south. There
are no baked brick borders in the unusually large square court
but the double open rooms (181 and 30x) on the south both
have a single line of baked brick as thresholds. The arrange­
ment of double rooms on the south in a court of unusual size
reminds one of the new palace at Larisa on the Hermos
constructed in the fourth century under the Persian sover­
eignty. In this Anatolian palace72 there are double rooms on
both the north and the south sides of the court but at Larisa
the large square rooms lie on the north side and the smaller
rooms on the south. At Seleucia the porch is an open room
and the width of 181 considerably larger than 30x. Entrance
to the rooms behind these liwans is obtained only through

room 181 while 30x gives entrance to a side room 136. The
doorway to 137 was not clear. One expects that entrance
would have been obtained through 136. The lack of a separate
women's apartment suggests that the smaller open room 30x
may have made part of a women's apartment with the rooms
to the east. At Hatra the liwans of the two sections of the
palace were side by side and oriented alike, but a wall sharply
separated the court. At Seleucia there is no evidence for a
division in the court. The square room 129 behind the fairly
deep porch 181 reminds one again of Persian architecture
though the columns are lacking. Room 226 behind 30x
(though not communicating with it) has a depth equal to that
in 129.

If the series of rooms west of the court, 308, 307, 31x,
159, and 167 were added to unit one, the house would be
more or less square and the plan would conform more nearly
to the usual third level scheme. Such an arrangement seems to
have been the original one, since the line of the south wall of
unit 1 juts out very awkwardly into the large open court
139/302/303. However, removal of the rooms 31x, 159, and
167 from unit 1 around court 153 would reduce the northwest
corner very drastically indeed. If one may assume that the
present plan belonged to the end of the third period, one may
conceive that an earlier unit, but still one within period three,
formed a square residence. The arrangements for other parts of
this section at that time are not clear.

Presumably in Level IV there would have been four sections
or residences along each of the long sides of the blocks.
Probably in the square section there would have been a large
court, perhaps adorned with peristyle or columns on one or
two sides in the Greek manner. In Level III the Persian­
Parthian influence is very strong. Whether it was this influence
which contributed to the larger house units or whether the
Macedonian Greeks in Seleucia, or some of them, required
larger halls and house units, only the excavation of Level IV
can determine.

Robinson's notes on the court 118/147 show the tops of
walls of Level IV dividing the room sufficiently to indicate
that small rooms rather than a court lay beneath. A little
northeast of the center of the court a drain cut through the
juncture of three walls in Level IV and the drain was in turn
filled with heavy liban bricks to support walls in Levels I and
II. In the northeast corner of the room a round structure of
poorly laid sun dried brick may have represented another
drain. Under the threshold into 152 was a row of tiles sug­
gesting a drain channel. Along the west wall, not far from it
and at floor level were two troughs made of liban with an
occasional baked brick tile in the central depression. This may
have been in part a foundation for a baked brick border. Four
jars sunk in the depressions, two in each, suggest some sort of
catch basin for water, probably for water from the roof. The
two graves in the eastern half (224 and 246) have already been
mentioned.

Three levels were distinguished in the court and the coins
(47 dated out of 84) ranged from 153 B.C. to A.D. 44.
Fourteen bowls were recovered, three pitchers, two jars, four
cosmetic pots, and fragments of a pilgrim flask, as well as a
platter. It was not always possible to distinguish grave furni­
ture from court equipment. Of the 36 figurines largely of early
III some certainly belonged to the graves as did many of the
beads and insets. Four kohl sticks, five loom weights, two
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cosmetic containers, a pestle, and a spatula suggest feminine
occupation; a knife with carved animal handle and a blade
fragment, masculine.

Room 202 formed the entrance room to unit 2. It was a
rather large anteroom and Robinson's notes show it was
furnished with a water basin of baked brick, one brick deep,
three and a half bricks wide, and extending in length from the
line of the south end of the doorway to 210 almost to the
doorway to 150. That it was a water basin is clear from the
conduit which emptied into its southern end and brought
water from a well in room 151. The apron of the wellhead was
covered with bitumen in Level III and the water decended in
two steps, each the height of one baked brick, to floor level.
The conduit had baked brick laid in bitumen on the bottom
but sides of upright bricks without bitumen. The conduit ran
to a basin in the doorway between ISland 163, then across
163 to the south end of the larger basin in 202. The well in
151 continued in use at the upper levels, that is I and II, but
the basins were confined to Level III. One suspects that the
troughs and jars in the court belonged to this same water
system partly because the troughs, parallel to the west wall of
147 and not far from the wall, if continued, would reach the
basin. The special uses of the basins are not clear.

Most of the dateable coins of 202 (16 out of 31) belonged
to the period 145 to 83 B.C. but one in the brickwork
belonged to Antiochus IV 175-163 B.C. and one belonged to
Antiochus I. Fragments of pottery were few. There were parts
of ten figurines and an alabaster head of an acrolithic figurine
from the wall, but whether from a piece established in a niche
or used in the baked brick is not clear.

Five unidentified coins, the head of a female figurine, a few
fragments of pottery, a bead, and two glass insets were the
only finds in room 163. Room 151 contained 20 coins, of
which the seven identified ranged from 145 B.C. to A.D.
5. The pottery consisted of five lamps, a small pitcher, two pot
covers, two jars without handles, a bowl, and a few sherds.
Figurines were numerous (34) but most consisted of frag­
ments, of which ten were found in the brickwork. There were
eight glass insets, two bone hairpins, four beads, a bone
shuttle, and, from the early III level, a votive leg and arm,
perhaps as Miss King suggests, indicating a grave in a lower
level.

The three rooms together are so separate from the rest of
the house, one suspects at first they might be the men's
quarters or andron. In this particular case they seem to be
dedicated entirely to a water supply with well and two basins.

It is not unusual to find a fairly large room north of the
court and opposite to the megaron apartment, but the room
150/154 is wider and larger than the usual type. It serves also
as entrance room between the well and basin group on one
side and the main court on the other.

From the burned debris between Levels III and IV in room
150, eight balls of dried brick, some more or less spherical,
some conical, were recovered. Elsewhere in the room, frag­
ments of one hundred such objects, labeled as jar-stoppers,
were found. I wonder if these cheap mudballs might have
served as loom-weights and possibly explain the water basins
serving as vats for the washing of wool in the entrance unit.
Other finds in 150/154 together were ten bowls, a pilgrim
flask in fragments, a pitcher, and five lamps. There were 22
fragments of figurines, largely from the brickwork, three

insets, two beads, a tiny fragment of gold sheeting, an iron
arrowhead, a leg modelled in bone, part of an ostrich shell cup,
and ash in an overturned bowl. The eight coins dated (from
27) covered the period 145 to 83 B.C. Three from room 150
belonged to Demetrius II.

On the opposite side of the court very little was found in
30x but the larger room 136 which opened from 30x con­
tained three graves and was equipped with a bitumen lined
basin of baked brick 1.17 meters x 1.42 meters (including the
bricks of the borders) near the center of the room and 0.58
meters deep. A conduit of baked brick, bitumen lined, con­
sisting of a baked brick base on which a single flat baked brick
rested to either side with a space of 0.09 meters between,
approached the basin from the northwest corner, that is the
direction of the court. Coins (11 out of 42) gave the dates 145
B.C. to A.D. 40. Three belonged to Demetrius II; one of 4240
B.C. was found inside a coffin near the jaw of the skeleton.
Other coins from the graves were unfortunately unidentifiable.
An ointment vase was found in the debris and a colander on
the floor. There were three bowls, three pot covers (or shallow
bowls), a fragment of a ladle, a bone handle, and a bone whorl.
Otherwise the fmds were largely in the graves (beads, an
earring, bracelet, comb, finger ring, etc.). The size and shape of
the room suggest a triclinium but the arrangement of the basin
does not support this conclusion.

Room 181, also an open room on the south side of the
court, gives entrance to 129 and thence to 226, so that the
three form a separate apartment. Perhaps the most interesting
find was that of a Rhodian jar handle in 226 below a second
level wall. Close beside it was a Seleucid coin, so both may
belong to Level IV or to early III. A large hib in 226 suggests a
drain, but its exact location was unrecorded. Of the ten coins
in 181, one was tentatively identified as Seleucid; four iden­
tified from room 129 (out of 19) ranged from 145 B.C. to
A.D. 40; but none of the ten from 226 could be dated. A clay
plaque and a mask, both intact, from 181 suggest wall orna­
ments. There were ten other figurines from 181; 16 from 129,
mostly fragments; and six from 226. The larger number of
finds came from room 129 and included five lamps, two pot
covers, two kohl sticks, two whorls, a part of a clay ball, a
bone shuttle, a clay pawn, one marked knuckle bone, a bezel
ring with engraved gazelle, beads, insets, part of a bronze
bracelet, fragments of a bronze pendant, etc. It seems clear
that this was the living quarters, bedroom, etc., of the house.

Room 137 belongs logically to unit two but has no
evidence of door remaining. Robinson's sketch shows a
"possible new doorway" on the north, thus connecting with
136 and an area along the south wall which may have been the
base for a well of Level II or could have distinguished a raised
border in the room. Of 26 coins found, eight belonged to a
small hoard in which two were identified and belonged to the
years A.D. 36-40. In general the coins belonged to the period
121 B.C. to A.D. 40 except for two of Antiochus I. There
were two lamps, a broken pitcher, four figurines, an iron pin,
fragments of a bronze kohl stick, a pawn, a whorl, and a votive
arm. Since it is difficult to see how any light at all would have
reached it through 226, probably the connection was with
136.

There remain in unit two, rooms 109 and 152, both sep­
arate rooms opening onto the east side of the court. Two
graves were found in each and these coupled with the three in
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room 136 and two in the eastern half of the court make a very
heavy concentration of tombs in the eastern half of the house.

Robinson's notes show in the northwest corner of the room
109 the base of a large drain reaching down from the upper
levels. Great masses of sherds covered the northern half of the
east wall of the room and extended beyond the wall to the
east. This formed a base for upper level walls, a practice
particularly common for the second level. It accounts here for
the very heavy foundations on the east side of the room. In
spite of the drain the range of coins remained from 145 B.C.
to A.D. 40 (in the eight out of 25 identified). There were
thirteen figurines, six lamps, six bowls, three cosmetic pots, a
pilgrim flask, and a number of beads, insets, etc. A spearhead
was also found in room 109 and a mother-of-pearl statuette.

Miss King calls attention to the peculiar arrangement of the
doorway in room 152, the jog in the entrance preventing easy
vision into the room. Robinson reports a basin for water along
the east wall and suggests that the whole floor of the room had
been covered with baked brick. There was little of plaster or
bitumen in the basin but a drain, bitumen lined, carried waste
water through the doorway into the court. The east side of the
basin had been built over by a later wall and the rest was
covered with a mass of sherds serving as base for later walls.

The two graves in the room and the foundations of the
basin might account for the four coins dated in the time of
Antiochus I. The dates of coins (eight out of 16 identified)
extended to A.D. 40. A small limestone figurine was recovered
and Miss King has suggested it belonged in the niche cut in the
east wall opposite the door. An arrowhead recalls the spear­
head of 109 without offering any explanation. Otherwise the
finds were not unusual, some probably connected with the
graves and some coming from the unbaked brick. There were
16 figurines (fragments), two lamps, two cosmetic pots, a
pilgrim flask, and pot separator but almost no ornaments. A
plate molded to represent a bunch of grapes and two frag­
ments of a glass bowl may have been connected with the
limestone figurine, but the objects were not found together
and one or more may have come from the graves.

It is obvious that unit two does not fit into the common
pattern of third level house. The projection of an ante into the
southeast corner of the court suggests that earlier a megaron
unit had been located in this appropriate place. The entrance
to room 154 would have been opposite the middle of the
porch of such a megaron and it strengthens the supposition
but does not prove it. In the present arrangement, not only are
the double open rooms on the south side of the court unusual
but so are the independent apartments attached to each. The
entrance apartment with well and two basins makes the most
unusual feature. Probably the basin in rooms 136 and 152
should be connected with this water supply. It may be recalled
that the alleyway giving entrance to unit two gives entrance
also to unit one, and there may be some connection between
the two but the absence of other communication between two
and one suggests that unit two was independent. I have already
suggested that at the end of period IV or in early III, section E
formed a complete and independent household. I have already
suggested that at the end of period IV or in early III, section E
formed a complete and independent household. It may have
contained a combination domicile and business center. The
work was based on a liberal water supply but the nature of the
work was not sufficiently revealed by the finds, unless the

unbaked balls indicated the weaving of cloth and the basins
were connected with the washing of materials.

Unit 3 (the court 111 and adjacent rooms).
Unit three, consisting of an open court 111 and its adjacent

rooms, can be approached through the alleyway 145, 134,216
from street 6 or entered directly from section F through the
doorway to 119. The doorway is accented by a baked brick
threshold in 123 which indicates more than a casual connec­
tion. Nor is the separate alleyway proof of an independent
unit, since the women's apartment in section D had its own
alleyway to the street as well as its entrance close to the
megaron unit of the house. Though the unit may be an adjunct
to section F, as will be discussed below, it seems best to
describe it as an intrinsic part of section E.

The court is unusual not only in its excessive length but in
the fact that it has rooms neither to north or south. The whole
unit is oriented more to the west than the adjacent rooms and
suggests a rebuilding which included all the rooms except 307
and 308 and all the walls except the north wall of the court
with its extension in 208 and 223 and the east walls of rooms
119, 116, and 208. The very decided angle and turn on the
east side of the court indicates that the change was made in
relation to the shifting of arrangements 119, 116, and 208 to
allow for the entryway into section F. This is the strongest
proof that in the final stages it formed an adjunct to the
section to the south.

Robinson places a baked brick structure or base three
bricks wide and four long close to the southeast corner of 111,
"not very complete" he states, and a drain running parallel to
the south wall of the room for half its distance, then turning in
the direction of the doorway in the northwest corner, ending a
quarter way up the room. Along the north wall a number of
baked brick some courses deep, stretching out into the room
for a little over a meter, some laid over unbaked brick, suggest
the paved northern borders so common in Level III. A large
pottery tub was located just south of this baked brick and in
the center of the western part of the room. Three graveswere
discovered beneath the floor and Robinson mentions an ash
level that covered the whole room just above the large vault. A
coin from the ash level just above the vault was allocated to
the period A.D. 36-40. A large hib was located also just above
the vault. Presumably this is the same hib mentioned as
located in the southwest corner of the room. There was no
indication that the southern end of the court was ever roofed.
Manasseh7 3 calls attention to a curve in the west wall, which
also appears in Levels II and I. In the opposite wall three small
compartments were cut and concealed by a piece of moveable
plaster.7 4

Of 92 coins from the room, 42 were identified and ranged
from 150 B.C. to A.D. 84. Without the grave furniture there
were 16 lamps, six jars, and three jugs. Of 32 figurines, largely
fragments, ten came from the brickwork and the rest were
scattered in the ashes and the debris. The most interesting find
was a clay medallion recovered from the brickwork in the
southeast corner. On one side was a Parthian on a camel and
on the other a trousered figure seated on a mountain or rocky
ground.

East of the court there are three intercommunicating
rooms. Room 119 forms a link also with room 123 of section
F. Finds were few: three lamps, a bowl, the head of a figurine,
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Fig. 22. Secti on F, block G6, level III

Sect ion F (figure 22).
Secti on F on the whole forms a compact unit whose origins

went back to the earlier conce ption of the block division . The
lengt h of the secti on along street 6 is about a quarter of the
length and the house would form a square except that it has
encroa ched upon section A to the east , taking over the old
alleyway , the longitudinal division of the block , and crowding
the rooms west of court 36Y in sect ion A. As a result the
house is longer than it is broad , though one suspects the earlier
arrangements were for square houses.

There is no ent rance to the house from street G but one
reached th e great court , and megaron apartment , from street 6
to the west by the roo ms 148 , 255, 40Y and 27x, or from
street 4 by the corridor 254 (or 24x , 25x), 20x, 40x , 128,
124 , 133 (see Section A, fig. 17) . Entrance may also be
obtained by the roundabout way through corridor 145 , 134 ,
the room s around court Ill , and so thro ugh rooms 119 and
123.

These arrangements bring up a number of questions. I
suspect the back entra nces in the houses stemmed from an
original alleyway dividing the block and allowing access to the
houses from the rear. When , howe ver, the rear entrance
became , as here, a corridor leading to the other street , the
ownership of rooms along the corr idor was no longer clear .
The block plan shows a doubtful entrance from corridor 124
to court 138 in sect ion A. Such an entrance between the two
units was clear in Level II. This doubtful doorway is the only
communication between sections F and A and since A seems a
self-contained sectio n with the regular megaron apar tment ,
there seems to be no reason for linking the two sections
together. Even if the doorway were established it might well

and a bone comb from 119 ; two unidentified coins, a lamp , a
pilgrim flask , a glass bead , a fragment of a hairpin , and a
spindle whorl from 116 ; and 17 coins (the two identified of
145 and 71 B.C.), two lamps , a female figurine head from the
brickwork, a finger ring, two insets , and a female figurine of
bone , the type usually associated with buri als, from room 208 .

Room 223/227 occupies an unusually large space for its
position off the northwest corner of the court. It com­
municates on one side with the corrido r 191/216 , has an
exceptionally wide doorway into the court, and gives direct
access also to rooms 141 and 308 . No atte mpt seems to have
been made to make the north wall of room 141 parallel to the
north wall of the court and on the whole I believe the space
was left unroofed . A charcoal burner found in the room may
have been used for cooking or perhaps it served to heat rooms
on occasion. Evidence for kitchens and cooking in the houses
is very scanty and the other finds in 223/227 do not supp ort a
commissary center . There were 28 coins , those identified (13)
spanning the period from 145 B.C. to A.D. 80 . Seven lamps
were recovered , 19 figurines , thr ee bowls , two cosmetic pots , a
jar , and the charcoal burner already menti oned . Ornaments
consisted of part of a finger ring, eight inset s, a glass pendant ;
the shoulders of one iron arrowhead . A votive arm and a bone
figurine suggest a grave, but none was found in the area .

Rooms 308 and 307 opening off the northwest corner of
the room 223/227 form a separate apartment of their own .
There is rather a curious arrangement for all the rooms west of
the court 111 since neither 141 no r 216 have doorways to the
central court and seem gathered around 223/227 rather th an
111 . There is of course the wide passageway between III and
223/227 but the latter forms a cente r of its own.

Finds were few , three coins from 308 , the two dated
belonging to 145 and 83 B.C. The one coin recognizable from
307 belonged to Seleucus I. No figurines were found in either
room and only two pottery fragments from room 308 . The
three lamps from 307 , one cosmetic pot , and five bowls
belonged in part to the sub IV level. A bronze kohl stick and a
glass inset with a gaming pawn were the only other finds
recorded.

Sixteen coins were recovered from room 141 , of which
three were identified , one from 162 B.C., two others (silver­
plated and Parthian) from A.D. 40. Seven were found in the
brickwork , four in the doorway to 191 , and a small hoard in
the debris . There were nine fragments of figurines , largely
from the brickwork , two lamps , a fragmen t of a lantern , a
cosmetic pot , and two pitchers . A bronze head above wings on
a standard is tentatively record ed as a Nike . There was a
fragment of a clay bell with ram 's head on top , the model of a
couch , two slate palettes , and a knu ckle bone.

The corridor of 191 west of 141 possessed coins reaching to
A.D. 40 as well as one of 121 B.C. (four identified out of 20) .
Six figurines , five lamps , a jug , a bottle and a few fragments of
pottery comprised the ceramic find s; a bronze kohl stick and
lead weight , the metal.

The most important find in 2 16 was the grave 24 1 with 14
bodies and eight coffins. The dat ed coins apart from the
burials went up to A.D. 44. A coin found in a heap of bones of
the grave belonged to Demetrius II. Fragment s of pottery and
figurines were the chief other find s in additio n to a decorative
architectural rosette.

L EVE L III
block G6
SECTION F

Street 6

north 0 /
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be a convenience for friendly neighbors rather than proof of
integration. The other rooms along the corridor, 131, 122, and
115 (in sections A and B) could be controlled from the
corridor and would belong to the owner if the corridor were
closed to all but the owners of section F. This is a possibility, I
believe, but the probability is that there were independent
units along the corridor and that section F would be shut off
by doorways at either end of corridor 133.

The situation is otherwise in respect to the court 111 and
adjacent rooms in section E. This apartment communicates
with street 6 through the corridor 145, 134 and also opens
into 123 of section F through room 119. Furthermore, a
baked brick sill was placed in the doorway between the two
rooms, marking it as a more than usually elaborate entrance­
way. This coupled with the unusual orientation of the rooms
around court 111 makes it very probable that this part of
section E became an adjunct, not to speak of an intrinsic part,
of section F in the late period of Level III. It seems to follow
the pattern of gradually expanding units that will be observed
in Level II.

The court 126 is by far the largest in the block, and behind
the columns to the south lies by far the largest porch (32Y) or
liwan. The usual arrangement is that the porch should be an
entranceway to an important room to the south. The megaron
plan of section F follows that of section C in having no room
beyond the columned porch unit. It may be there were means
of closing off the porch by doors or hangings between the
columns, but there is no archaeological evidence for this con­
clusion. Rather the semi-open large room seems a long step in
the direction of the open but roofed room south of the court
in the later period, that is, Level II.

Another striking feature of section F is the arrangement of
apartments around the megaron apartment rather than of
single or double rooms. This seems to have been accomplished
by incorporating the rooms along the streets to either side of
the corner on the west and south, and encroaching on the
hypothetical alleyway on the east. As a result there is one
separate apartment in the corner of the block, a second
between the corner unit and the entranceway 148, and a third
east of the court and south of the alleyway 133. A fourth
apartment is that of the rooms around 111 and its entrance
through 123. In all these cases there seems no evidence that
they were independent houses. All have direct communication
with the central court or megaron unit and no exists or
entrances to the streets, which would isolate them from the
section as a whole. To the corner unit there is a single
entranceway from the court, for the unit on the east of the
court there are entrances both through 31Y and 260 with a
common doorway between the two rooms. The rooms around
111 may be approached, as we have seen, both from the street
by a corridor or from the court through 125 and 123. The
final unit west of the court has a single entrance on the court
but is connected also with the exit corridor to the street. The
arrangements of 37x and 256 are not clear since no doorway
to 37x was discovered. These (37x and 256) appear to have
been part of the older scheme of single rooms around the
court.

The size of the houses in Seleucia or of the lots lends itself
to this arrangement. The plan of section D, as mentioned,
suggests this same scheme of a group of apartments around the
columned court and some suggestions of this form appear in

section A. The change in section F is not only more striking
but it has also been fashioned largely at the expense of rooms
along the streets, rooms presumably easily employed for other
purposes if not required for house use. One would judge that
the oriental influence, whether Parthian or Babylonian, was
changing the basic Greek conception of rooms around an open
court to, rather, separate apartment units around a larger and
more open court and columned room.

Rooms 126, 32Y, 125 and 143. (the court and rooms to south
and north).

Manasseh7 5 remarks that the portico in room 126 was built
of inferior bricks and reinforced with a cover of baked brick
around the columns and the antae and along both ends of the
entrance. The space between the columns was filled with a
mixture of gypsum, pot sherds, and bricks to provide a firm
threshold for the raised entrance. The hall was approached by
a series of steps part of which were shown in the photo­
graph. 7 6

The columns, almost two meters in diameter, were covered
with triangular flutings 7 7 very many more in number,
according to the Persian-Parthian style, than the Greek.
Manasseh estimates the columns were at least six meters (he
says at least 20 feet) in height. He suggests also the hall (32Y)
may have been divided in two, since as it stands it is rather too
large to have been covered by a roof carried on wooden
rafters.

In the northwest corner of the court was a square brick­
lined well abutting a rectangular reservoir made of burnt bricks
laid in bitumen and having three steps leading down to the
bottom.7 8

Mrs. Judith Orias made a special study of section F,
analyzed the plan, and made a report on the allocation of finds
and the utilization of rooms. I am much indebred to her work
in this review. Mr. Robinson did not work in this section.

There was a large number of small finds from the court
(126) as might be expected but very little of special signif­
icance except for indications of dates furnished by the coins.
A silver coin of Alexander the Great was recovered, and a
Parthian coin which McDowell tentatively assigned to
Vologases II or Osroes in the first quarter of the second
century A.D. There was one coin of A.D. 69-70, one of
Vardanes I, A.D. 43/44-45/46, and two from the period
121-73 B.C. In all 44 coins were found, parts of 15 figurines,
eight lamps, five beads, three insets, two cosmetic pots, mis­
cellaneous pottery, including a large sherd of red-burnished
Samian or Pergamene ware, and fragments of bronze objects.

Curiously enough, no coins were found in the hall or room
south of the columns (32Y) if two allocated to room 32 are
excluded. All the finds from 32 were made in January 1931,
except for the one entry of the two coins made in December
1932. This could be of course a chance find in clearing the
room but probably should be assigned to 32x in section C.
Even if the two coins belonged to 32Y the small number is
remarkable in view of the size of the room and the number of
other small finds. There were 18 figurines, 11 lamps, one clay
medallion representing Jupiter seated, a bronze earring, two
pilgrim flasks, two pot covers, etc.

Ten coins were found in the large room 125 north of the
court, among which was one of Seleucus I. The most unusual
find was a large coarse clay vessel designed apparently to carry
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charcoal. An aperture for inserting the coals could be closed
with a clay door and a handle provided means for transporta­
tion. There were in all ten coins, four lamps, three figurines, a
fragment of the pipe of a musical instrument, part of an iron
blade, a bone cosmetic container, a spinning whorl of bone, a
fragment of a bracelet, etc.

The little side room (143) contained seven coins (the two
identified belonging to 38/37-32/31 B.C. and A.D. 15-17), one
lamp, and two ornaments consisting of one glass bead and one
red glass inset.

Rooms 148 and 146 (the entrance from street 6).
As one enters section F from street 6 one faces a long room

or passageway 148 with an entrance to room 146 at the east
end. Access to the court and the rest of the house is obtained
by turning right into room 255. Rooms 148 and 146 form a
distinct unit, therefore an entranceway, and one expects that
146 would be assigned to the janitor, as Mrs. arias suggested.

Grave 273 had been dug in 148 and covered with baked
brick. Apparently above this a floor of sun dried brick had
been laid. The records speak of a structure of sun dried brick
but do not identify it. It might have been part of an altar or a
support for some decorative piece. The baked brick contained
fragments of architectural decoration showing the tail of a
griffon, apparently taken from previous decoration of altar or
doorway. A fragment of a jar handle was adorned with a
circular stamp.

A Parthian tetradrachma of Vardanes I A.D. 42-45 was
found between the mud brick and baked brick of the architec­
tural structure. Other coins dated from 145-141 B.C. to the
time of Vardanes I. Twenty-seven coins were found in all,
some from the grave debris, some from the mud brick, and
some from the baked brick pavement. A fragment of a lime­
stone statuette of a squatting animal may have been associated
with the grave or the stand (altar?). There were four glazed
lamps, a bronze bracelet, a bell, one jar, and a few pottery
fragments.

A bronze lamp was discovered in room 146 with handle and
hinges for a cover. There were 14 coins, of which two of the
three identified belonged to Vardanes I (A.D. 39-47), the third
to A.D. 24/4-26/7. Miscellaneous finds were few in number,
two carnelian beads, three pitchers, a ram's head figurine, one
toy bronze wheel, and fragments of bronze, perhaps belonging
to the top for the bronze lamp.

Rooms 255, 40Y, 27x, 256, 37x, 1, 25Y, 24Yand 2/13 (the
entrance apartment).

The entrance apartment consists of the corridor made up of
two good sized rooms 255 and 40Y, a vestibule 27x, and a
series of rooms accessible only from the corridor. The two
nearest the court 37x and 256 have no direct connection with
the rest of the unit except through the corridor and 37x has
no doorways at all. The plan shows clearly that rooms 1 and
25Y were constructed as one unit and that a later wall added
the room 24Y and limited 13/2 in the west section. A curious
feature in the present plan is the two doorways close beside
one another from room 13 to rooms 1 and 25Y. It might be
that the wall between 1 and 25Y in a previous period had had
no doorway, or the doorways into 13 may have been used at
different periods. In any case the wall between 1 and 25Y

resembles a partition between alcoves rather than a room
division. Room 37x has very heavy walls except on the south.
One expects, therefore, that the doorway would be to 37Y, an
hypothesis strengthened by the tendency in section F to avoid
direct communication with the court and place the entrances
to rooms in corridors or side rooms.

A review of the finds is not particularly revealing and the
allocation is made difficult by the repetition of room numbers
in the catalogue for 24, 25, 27, and 37 in Level III. Rooms
37x and 37Y lie immediately adjacent to one another.

The most important finds from 255 were 13 unidentified
coins, two figurines, and three fragments of a bronze orna­
mental pin. Room 40 contained four Parthian lamps, two
bowls, two jugs, two figurines, one bronze saucer, a carnelian
bead, and a cylindrical support for a jar divided into four
segments. From 27x only two coins, one lamp, and one
cosmetic pot were recorded. Room 256 on the west side of the
court yielded a bronze knob and three bronze coins, all of the
autonomous issues, two early in the series, one late. The two
rooms 37x and Y together contained three lamps, two
pitchers, a coin of Osroes III 57-31 B.C., parts of two clay and
one alabaster figurines, and three clay wheels belonging
apparently to a child's toy. In grave 194 (in 37x-Y) skeletal
material of two individuals was discovered. Room number 1
with two lamps; two bowls, one marked with ointment the
other with bitumen; a cosmetic pot; two figurines; an uniden­
tified bronze coin; a bead; and one implement handle suggests
occupation by a woman. The brick tiling in the southwest
corner of room 25Y suggests a threshold perhaps belonging to
an earlier phase. The room seems to have been little used but
contained three lamps, one cosmetic pot, and two figurines.
Room 24Y contained a grave (158) and the room may have
been constructed as a funerary chamber. Five lamps were
found, one still preserving its wick, three cosmetic pots, one
jug, one jar, one bottle, three figurines, one bead, and seven
coins. From burial 158 a baked brick was recovered with the
date AAT of 19/20 B.C. Apparently grave 198 also belongs to
this room. From the fill immediately above the grave came a
coin of 121-83 B.C. The numbers 2 and 13 designate one large
room with surprisingly few finds: two lamps, two bowls, four
figurines, one jug, one cosmetic pot, a small or model stand,
and a little gold foil and thread indicating the presence of a
burial.

Mrs. arias marks the part 1, 25Y, 24Y and 2/13, as
occupied by a woman. The relationships with 256 are not clear
but finds in 256 were very small indeed.

Rooms 19, 247, 248, 3, 4, 6, 23Y, 33Y, 10 and 37Y (the
southwest corner apartment).

The rooms mentioned form a separate and complete apart­
ment with a single entrance way, a doorway opening from the
west side of the main hall or pillared porch. It seems reason­
able to suppose that originally the line of shops on street G
continued to the corner and likewise the row of rooms along
street 6. The corner unit in section F was carved out by
breaking up these parallel rooms in favor of the apartment.
Within the apartment the large room 6 and the supplementary
rooms 23Y and 4 are not only isolated by the separate
entranceway to the court but removed by the single narrow
entranceways in both east and west walls of 3 and the door-
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way between 247 and 248. There must have been special cause
to seal these rooms off so completely.

Before the south wall of 13 was constructed, there must
have been a fairly large open space, a sort of court south of
rooms 25-1 even if the shops or separate rooms along street 6
had already been built. In the present plan with 13 blocked
off, the corner unit is composed of two parts. From the court
one enters the vestibule 19 and has the choice at room 247 of
turning left through the series of doorways to the inner
recesses or of turning right into a long room or areaway ending
in the small room 33Y on the west.

Again, fmds in the whole apartment are rather meager.
Rooms 22Y, 33Y, and 37Y have counterparts in numbers not
separated in the finds of the catalogue but except for 37Y
contiguous to 37x the dates of digging give the clues to the
proper allocation of the finds.

Room 6 yielded by far the greater proportion of the finds
and next to it were rooms 23Y and 4. These were the largest
rooms in the apartment and represented obviously the ones
most in use. The fmds contained nothing extraordinary but
suggested, in pottery and lamps, the living quarters perhaps of
a family, at least of a woman. Room 4 contained part of a clay
sima with lion's head spout, indicating a pitched roof. It is
possible, however, that it was a relic from the previous level.
Identified coins were few and fell within the narrow limits of
Level III, 145 B.C.-A.D. 40.

Room 6 contained 25 coins, one of which was allocated to
the years 121-83 B.C.; 13 lamps; one cylindrical lantern; ten
figurines, including a horse, duck, child, etc.; two cosmetic
pots; one pilgrim flask; three jugs; four bowls; one plate; a
bowl pinched up to imitate a basket with handle; five orna­
ments; two rings; three insets; a kohl stick; etc. From 23Y (as
opposed to the very small room 23x in section A) came
apparently three lamps, one cosmetic pot, eight fragmentary
figurines, one bronze pot cover, a pendant, and a stamped seal.
Rather interesting in room 4 was the clay model of an altar or
incense burner with three pointed legs and three pointed
horns. Parts of seven figurines were recovered, as were a clay
amulet, an alabaster ointment vessel, three crude lamps, a
small jug, and eight bronze coins, one of humped bull type
belonging to A.D. 36-40.

The entrance corridor consisting of the small narrow rooms
3, 248, 247, and the anteroom 19 contained the following
objects: from room 3, five figurines, five lamps, three coins, a
kohl stick (bronze), three insets, a small jug; from 248, a clay
handle in the shape of a lion, a pot cover, a bowl, and a sherd,
brownish inside, buff outside, belonging to a decorated vessel;
from 247, eight coins (one identified as 42-40 B.C.), the
bronze blade of an adze; and from 19, one glazed lamp, one
cosmetic pot, one small jug, one head of a figurine (female),
three bronze coins, and the fragment of a bronze knot.

The finds from 37Y have already been described with those
of 37x. From the two rooms together the finds were neither
very numerous nor very significant. The grave 194 had been
dug in the rooms. Room 10 contained a cache of nine small
glazed crude unused lamps in addition to two used ones; two
cosmetic pots; eight figurines; part of a bone shuttle; and a
bronze kohl stick. From room 33Y, two small crude unglazed
lamps were recovered, two cosmetic pots, one pitcher, one
figurine, and one kohl stick.

Rooms 31 Y, 260, 38x, 257, 20x and 261 (the apartment east
of the court).

The large room 31Y opens off the southeast corner of the
great hall and forms the most important room of the unit.

"North of 31Y lies the second largest room 260 communicating
with 31Y and having a separate doorway to the great hall. The
doorway to the megaron apartment is small but it seems clear
and allows access to the inner suite without passing through
room 31Y. In the absence of any connecting room south of
the great room, it seems reasonable that 31Y formed the chief
private room for the master of the house. The group of very
small rooms opening off from room 260 and having no direct
access to the court is an unusual arrangement. The dead end of
the passageway 257, perhaps some sort of a closet, contained a
grave (286). Room 20x was small but still practicable; room
261 is not more than a small cubbyhole off 20x, perhaps
serving as a closet or as a sleeping alcove. It is just possible that
the projecting anta, that is the part of the wall between 38x
and 260, served as a base for a stairway beginning in 260 and
running up over 257 to the roof, but no evidence of treads or
risers has been recorded. If there was a stairway to the roof in
section F, this seems the most reasonable place for it.

Room 31Y yielded surprisingly few remains. Since all the
finds date from the same period they all belong to section F
31Y or section E 31x. Mrs. Orias points out that the gold foil
usually associated with graves is more appropriate for 31x
since a grave was discovered in the adjacent room 304. Perhaps
the three terra cotta masks belonged to this same grave furni­
ture. Otherwise the finds are not distinguished: three lamps,
two pot covers, a jug, and five figurines. Surprisingly enough
no coins were recorded. There was a fragment of a large jar
with stamped rosette and a clay brick of a griffin drinking
from a flat round jar. Room 260 contained only one vase, a
theriomorphic vessel lined with bitumen and with four small
pots attached to one body.

Most of the finds from 38 belong to the large room 38Y in
section A. From 38x came two lamps, a fragment of a
decorated baked brick (perhaps from a doorway between 260
and 38x) and seven coins, of which one recognized belonged
to Antiochus IV (175-164 B.C.).

The little closet or end of the corridor 257 contained grave
286. Finds between grave and room furniture were not distin­
guished and consisted of one bowl, one pitcher, one jug, two
figurines, one ornament, and five bronze coins.

The only find which might be attributed to 20x as found
on an appropriate date was one faience lamp. The other two
finds were from the surface and belonged to 20Y in section
D.7 9

From 261 came seven bronze coins (four of which were
stuck together), one not of the group of four showing the
tripod of the early autonomous issues. There were in addition
two lamps and the arm of a figurine, perhaps from a votive
piece. The whole group of rooms in this apartment seems not
to have been occupied extensively. Mrs. Orias suggested they
belonged to men rather than women. Mr. Mohammed Ali, who
made a study of Parthian architecture in Seleucia, made the
interesting suggestion for the rooms of similar shape and size
in Level II on the analogy of modern room arrangements, that
the apartment was used for the manufacture of date wine.
Some kind of special business seems more appropriate than
living quarters.
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Rooms 123 and corridors 133 and 124.
Room 123 forms an entrance to a separate apartment in

section E, which has already been described. Room 123 opens
off the northeast corner of 125 and is unusually large in size.
The most important find was three Parthian silver coins stuck
together of A.D. 22/23 found in the northwest doorway. In
addition, there were seven bronze coins, six figurines, one
lamp, one bead of flat glass, two insets, and a votive figurine of
leg and foot.

The little corridor 133 yielded only one figurine head.
From 124 was recovered an architectural decorative fragment
of baked brick with a bunch of grapes in relief, an ornament
for a doorway. It marks the grape and leaf design at the
beginning of our era or before. One coin identified (out of
four)belonged to the period A.D. 59-62. The only other find
was the head of a figurine.

Rooms 241,244,243,250 (shops along street G).
These shops are each independent rooms with doorways to

the street, and no communication with rooms to either side or
to the apartments to the north. The doorways are regularly in
the east corner. Rooms 241 and 244 have small rectangular
niches in the north wall. Finds were not conclusive as far as
the use of the room or the type of merchandise traded.

Room 241 contained seven lamps, two figurines, two
broken clay bottles, two jugs, two cosmetic pots, ten bronze
coins, and one bead; 244, one bronze coin and one bronze
fragment of an instrument; 243, four lamps, ten bronze coins,
two beads, one cylinder with four lines of cuneiform, one
small plaque with nude figures in relief and holes for suspen­
sion.

Grave 186, consisting of three skeletons, the lowest in a
coffin, was found in room 250. Finds from the room are all
listed as coming from the graves except for a pottery sherd
from a large storage jar stamped with the monogram of an
alpha under the cross bar of a capital eta. Finds from in and
around the burials consisted of two clay bottles, a fragment of
an iron instrument, one glass bead or inset, one ornament, and
six bronze unidentified coins.
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VI. LEVEL II OF BLOCK G6
(Plate VII)

The second level at Seleucia belongs to the pre-Trajan era
and is distinguished by architectural features in the block quite
distinct from those of Level III. The obvious time for the
change is that of the revolt against Parthian rule A.D. 36-43.
McDowelll states that in the second level the civic coins are
entirely replaced by Parthian. The latest autonomous coins
bear the date A.D. 42-43 (except for the troubled years A.D.
59/60 and 69/70); the earliest Parthian bronze that of A.D.
43-44. In A.D. 43, therefore, as McDowell remarks, the right
of Seleucia to issue her own bronze coins was withdrawn.
"Corresponding to this change in the currency," he continues
(p. Ill), "are abrupt differences in the cultures represented by
the third and the second levels. The building of the older level
in the block was typically Hellenic, that of the second, entirely
Oriental. Though objects showing a Hellenic tradition are
common in the earlier levels and the oriental influence is
slight, beginning with the first occupation of the second level
the contrary is true. This crisis can be explained only on the
basis of the revolt, and the city must have returned to her
allegiance in 43 A.D."

The most striking change in the domestic architecture is the
disappearance of the porch or room of two columns on the
south side of the court (pI. VII). This two-columned entrance
might be called the Graeco-Iranian style. The great open room
fronting the court and usually stretching across the whole of
the south side looks forward, I believe, to the open vaulted
rooms of the Parthians, a feature of Level I, and may, there­
fore, be called an intermediate phase of architectural develop­
ment between the third and top levels. With the elimination of
the columned porch goes the disappearance of the room
behind (south of) the porch. In the third level the room
behind the porch is sometimes omitted as in Level III, sections
D and F; in the second level the appearance of a room south of
the open porch is rare but it does occur in sections A and F.
A less striking innovation is the preference in Level II for a
baked brick step in front of important rooms not necessarily
those opening from the court. This practice occurred in Level
III occasionally (e.g. room 246, section A and room 32Y
section F); in Level I the paving of the doorway with baked
brick is more common. Level II has a distinct preference for a
step of a single row of baked brick in front of the door.

The largest individual unit in the block, section F in the
middle of the west side, apparently possessed a Parthian liwan,
in the great room 203 south of the court. The corridors to
either side of the room would serve as supports against the
thrust of the vault. This supposition is strengthened, it seems
to me, by the structure immediately above it in Level lA,
which clearly has the vaulted liwan of the Parthians south of
the court, and a smaller open vaulted room directly opposite

in the north side of the court. Noticeable in Level II north of
court 205 is a central room with heavy side walls and open to
the court. It also suggests a vaulted room of Parthian type. A
similar plan is shown in section G with the central room 124
to the north of the court provided with heavy side walls and
being left entirely open on the south side.

The chief entrance from street H to section E (room 150)
may have been doomed since a round plaster medallion fallen
from the ceiling was discovered in the center of the room. The
domed rooms of the Parthians/ sometimes carried appropriate
ceiling decoration. The shape of room 150, peculiar for an
entrance with its open end toward the street, suggests a vault.

When the sections of Level II in Block 6 were built is not
easy to determine. Politically, the decisive change came at the
period of revolt but there is no clear evidence at that time of
the destruction and burning that took place at the time of
Trajan's invasion. In the east central part of the block, clearing
for constructions in Level IA and the sinking of foundations
have levelled the walls of the second period below the height
of lintels and all evidence for doorways has disappeared. There
is obviously a gradual trend toward the later Parthian liwan
house, and these structures may represent buildings dating
from later in the period. In the second half of the first century
A.D., Vologases I (A.D. 51-80) tried to establish a new center,
apparently a rival to Seleucia, Vologasia or Vologasocerta '
near Babylon. Vardanes I (A.D. 39-47/8), according to the
tradition of Ammianus Marcellinus" was the founder of
Ctesiphon. Probably he would have made Ctesiphorr' his head­
quarters against Seleucia during the siege. Perhaps one should
assign to this period the shift from a military occupation to
the consolidation of an empire with the center at Seleucia­
Ctesiphon. This might account for the much stronger Parthian
influence expressed in the introduction of liwans.

Before taking up the sections in detail, one might call
attention to two long rooms running north and south, that is
room 71 in section D and 97 in section G. Room 71 has no
room on the south with an entranceway between the two;
room 97 possesses quite a large room on the south (96) with a
central entrance from 97 and a step of baked brick in the
doorway. There is a good chance, I believe, that these two
rooms were originally divided into an open court on the north
side and an open room on the south. First, the proportions
and sizes of the rooms and, secondly, their orientation favor
such a supposition. Some of the rooms which combine court
and open room to' the south retain only a border of baked
"bricks to mark the court and, in the case of room 38 in section
A and room 17X in section E, only traces of the baked brick
pavement remained in situ. It is worth suggesting at least,
therefore, that in rooms 71 and 97 similar combinations were
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constructed and the necessary evidence for proof in the baked
brick borders was either never laid down or was subsequently
completely removed.

Another possibility, however, is that these long rooms
served as open courts, and were intended for the use of women
in the household. The baked brick step up between rooms 97
and 96 suggests the relationship of open court and room to the
south and the same arrangement is found in section A between
rooms 36 and 34. In Level III there seem to be two examples
of a woman's quarters parallel to the men's but without the
columns. In Level II a woman's court and quarter may be
assigned to almost every section, sometimes merely as a long
court oriented north and south as in room 71, section D,
sometimes with a southern room opening directly into the
center of the court as in sections A and G; sometimes with a
division between a paved area or an area with a baked brick
border, and an open room to the south as in section E room
64 and 71X.

A special apartment for women would be appropriate at
any time in the east but is particularly appropriate in the
history of the city for the Parthian period. The second level
units, both in men's and women's quarters, represent an
intermediate step between the old oriental and Greek on one
side and the vaulted Parthian liwans on the other. Perhaps the
early Parthian domestic architecture was based on the open
room with flat roof and the vaulted style was a secondary
movement. Most obvious of all is the elimination of columns.
The second change is the shift from columned porch to open
room. Perhaps the Arab influence of the open tent plays a
part, or perhaps this harked back to an earlier Parthian period
with a special architecture of its own. I know of no close
parallels at other Parthian sites.

The Tombs

Yeivin remarks" that three features found in the graves of
Level III disappear entirely in Levels II and I: namely, slipper
coffins, both glazed and unglazed; glazed coffins in general;
and cloth shrouds. In Level II about 25 per cent of the graves
contain the plain clay coffins of oval shape (circa 180 x 40 x
18 centimeters). These coffins are either open or placed under
a small rectangular frame of baked brick covered with a
pitched vault roof. 7 -

The vault with pitched roof, as well as that with bricks
radially laid,8 was built in Level II. In the largest vault found
(159), under room 235, in section D, the crown of the vault
was pitched but the shoulders radially laid.? Ward Perkins has
called attention to the fact that the pitched vault in Meso­
potamia goes back at least to the Assyrian period;' 0

In Level I both the vault and the use of gold foil dis­
appeared. Yeivin attributes this in part at least to the
economic decline exhibited in the remains of Level I. The size
of the house on Level I and the elaboration of plaster decora­
tion do not entirely bear this out. Perhaps in the later period
the larger graves were no longer constructed in the houses.

Section A (Fig. 23)

The southeast corner of the block forms a small inde­
pendent house unit flanked on the street sides by shops. In
Level III the alleyway which originally separated the east and
west halves of the block had been annexed by the house on
the southwest corner, leaving a restricted area for house A.

The main unit of the house is the court 38 with baked brick
borders, open rooms lOY and 32 to the north and south
respectively and a closed room 31 opening into the middle of
the south side of 32, with a baked brick step between the two.
An unusual element in house A is a third open room placed on
the east side of the court (9Y) by which access is givento two
rooms partly paved, in one of which is a podium or base. It is
not clear if these represented an andron, or a bathroom, or
possibly a room reserved for a shrine.

A second parallel apartment in section A consists of a court
36 with a closed room opening from the middle of the court
to the south with a step of paved brick between. Since room
37 south of 34 connects directly with 34 they seem to rep­
resent a woman's quarters with the two rooms attached to the
court.

Entrance to the house is obtained through corridors 128
and 116 directly into the court. Since these corridors also gave
access to sections on the north and to section G court 94
through corridor 144, they cannot be said to belong exclu­
sively to section A. The entryway between street 4 and
corridor 6 consists of four rooms and six doorways. Perhaps
rooms 256 and 166 formed a shop unit. More reasonable, it
seems to me, is the hypothesis that 256 and 166 were the
rooms of the janitor with a side entrance to the street, and the
chief entry to the housing units were by the corridors formed
by rooms 224, 4 and 6. In the common Hellenistic house and
the less elaborate oriental types, a central court was sur­
rounded by a series of rooms, almost all of which opened on
the court.

Here in section A there are two distinct apartments with
surrounding rooms, also a special adjunct or separate apart­
ment in the northeast corner of the house. Perhaps it would be
better to say that the two chief parts lie parallel to one
another with a series of rooms between. West of the larger
court there are three narrow rooms along the western portion
of the house. From court 36 access is given to room 35 in the
middle of the west side. A baked brick step distinguished its
only entrance and marks it as of greater importance.

The series of rooms in the northeast corner of the house has
already been mentioned. From the north end of the court or
the open room lOY access is given to small room 149 almost
square.

Dated coins range all the way from a bronze of SeleucusIII
(226-223 B.C.) from room 166 to a coin from room 224 of
Osroes A.D. 113/14-119/20. It seems pretty clear that the
level stopped in the time of Trajan, and also pretty clear that
there was no clearly marked chronological start of the period.
The fact that coins below floor level may belong to an earlier
occupation or may have been concealed beneath the floor is a
difficulty. Floor levels, moreover, were not always clearly
marked since they consisted of beaten earth, uneven on the
surface and made in successive levels by the addition of clay
and sand. Coins found in the brickwork sometimes belong to
the bricks as part of the manufacture, sometimes were hidden
in cracks or pockets of the wall. Of the 41 coins found in the
entryway, room 4, three were identified and two belonged to
the period of revolt A.D. 36-43. One was found in the brick­
work of the north wall, the second below the floor. The large
jar which comprised the drain in the court (room 38) con­
tained a silver coin of Pacorus II A.D. 79-80. A coin from
below the floor in room 146 was dated 38/7-32/31 B.C. and
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one of seven found below the floor in the corridor 128
belonged to the period 42-40 B.C. .'

Room 36 contained in its north wall five baked bncks WIth
identical stamps of A.D. 20/21 according to the catalogue.
Presumably these should date the construction of this partic­
ular wall; at least one may say the wall was constructed after
this period.

Rooms 38, 32, 31, lOY (the court and chief rooms to south
and north).

The coin of Pacorus II A.D. 79-80 found in the large jar of
the court (room 38) has already been mentioned. The frag­
ments of four figurines, three lamps, and two jugs were of
common types and have already been published. Miscellaneous
articles were a bead of quartz, a knuckle bone, and a bronze
earring.

Beneath room lOY lay grave 212 with gold filaments under
the skull. A terra cotta leg with foot missing was the only
other find.

The large room 32 (largest in the house) yielded seven clay
figurines, one with alabaster hands, and two of the common
bone figures, a fragment of a plaster figurine, six lamps, four
small cosmetic jars, a bowl, a cooking pot, a jar with two
handles, etc. A seal impression of a seated figure was found
just below floor level.

Nothing was discovered in room 31 to mark its practical
use. There were fragments of four figurines, six lamps, three
cosmetic pots, a small bronze earring, an iron adze, a bead
carefully cut in an orange-red stone, and a little gold thread
from the brickwork.

Rooms 39, 40, 41Y/190 (West of the court).
Very few finds were made in these rooms. From the largest

41Y/190 only three items were listed, a lamp, a tiny flat gold
fragment, and an infant burial allocated to Level I. The other
rooms were not much better. There were three bronze coins
unidentified from beneath the foundations of the north wall
of room 40 and a fragment of a bronze box and ring from the
same deposit. A figurine, two lamps, and two clay vessels also
came from room 40; a jug, a shell disk, and a small clay
figurine from room 39.

Rooms 36, 34, 37 (the women's court and rooms to the
south).

The five stamped bricks already mentioned were the chief
finds from 36. A gold signet ring with flat signet surface was
also recovered, along with a small bone figure, a bronze pin,
the bow of a model boat, and one lamp.

From the brickwork of room 34 came a coin of 141 B.C.
and just beneath the floor level a small ointment bottle of
alabaster. A second bottle of the same type was allocated
tentatively to Level III. There were four lamps, a cosmetic pot,
a pitcher, two glazed jugs, and a storage jar.

Room 37 was more productive but the seven coins (one
from the mud brick was identified as Demetrius II), eight
figurines, and three pieces of pottery gave little indication of
its special contribution to the menage. There were two tiny
bronzes in the shape of knucklebones, a fragment of a small
clay stand or altar, and a piece of gold foil pressed to a piece
of plaster.

Rooms 35,30,33 (the central rooms).
One would hope that room 35 might yield something of

special significance and a large coin (unidentified) beneath the
brickwork (baked brick) was promising, but nothing else of
significance was found. There were two lamps, two figurines
(one of alabaster, one of clay), one bone whorl, and one
unidentified bronze coin.

The large number of finds from room 30 was in accord with
its size and strategic position. There were six bronze coins, five
figurines (incomplete), six lamps, four cosmetic jars, and three
bowls, besides miscellaneous items such as a large jar, a clay
support for pointed jug, an inset, a green glass bead, a sealing
almost illegible from below the floor, a flat triangular blade of
a bronze scraper, and two parts of clay legs which resemble
votive pieces. The one coin identified belonged to Vologases
A.D. 69/79 and came from beneath the floor.

Room 33 yielded no coins but there were seven figurines,
one lamp, four cosmetic pots, two jars, one jug, and one
bottle. Two bronze bells with iron clappers formed a distin­
guishing feature. Unusual was the recovery of an iron fork
with three prongs, part of a harrow or a pitchfork.

Rooms 9Y, 8Y, 146 and 149 (the apartment and room north­
east of the largercourt).

The open room 9Y on the east side of court 38 is sur­
prising. Access to 146 and 8Y is obtained only through 9Y and
the three rooms comprize, therefore, a separate apartment.
The baked brick pavement which forms part of the flooring in
both 146 and 8Y distinguish them from most other small
rooms. The position of the rooms and the easy access at the
north end of the court suggest a man's apartment. There is no
drain or indication of a bath. No finds were recorded from 8Y
and from 9Y only one unidentified bronze coin. The knuckle­
bone inscribed Demetrion in Greek from 146 suggests a man's
quarters, but as it came from the mud brick it was not entirely
clear it belonged to the room rather than its construction.
There was a small clay jug, a cosmetic pot, one coin of 38/37
32/31 B.C. from below floor level, part of an ivory spindle or
shuttle (broken at both ends), parts of four figurines (two of
which were from below floor level), and a fragment of clay
relief with a figure resting chin on knees.

Burial 108 was located beneath 149, and from it came a
large, round-bottomed two handled jug. The only other finds
were a small unglazed lamp, a jug of one handle with rim badly
broken, and the alabaster hand of a large acrolithic figurine.

Rooms 224, 256, 166, 4, 6, 128 and 116 (the entrance
corridors).

Nine coins were found in room 224, two of which, from
the brickwork in the south wall, belonged to 121-83 B.C.and
72-71 B.C. Two others from below floor level belonged to
A.D. 23/24 and A.D. 113/4-119/20. Eight figurines included
an alabaster hand with lead wire attachment or bracelet and
three parts of animals (camel, humped bull, and unidentified
head). Miscellaneous items were a small bone figure (fetish), a
bronze kohl stick, two lamps, and two insets, one of glaze and
one of carnelian.

Room 256 yielded surprisingly little: nine bronze coins, of
which three were of Demetrius II; one figurine; a bone fetish;
the bone handle of a knife in the form of an animal; a bone
instrument; and one green-glaze ointment pot.
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The bronze coin of Antiochus III came from room 166, as
did the tiny figurine of a rider, a small marble head with
earrings, a bone fetish, a knucklebone marked X, two lamps,
and one large jar, perhaps a cooking pot.

Room 4 was almost studded with bronze coins, amounting
in all to 75. One, belonging to a hoard of 41 from the
brickwork of the north wall, was dated A.D. 36-40; one (of
nine) from below the floor level was of the same date, and the
only other one identified belonged to 103/2-102/1 B.C. There
were four figurines, one lamp, ajar, part of a bronze mirror,
and a bone figure with flat base instead of feet.

The one coin identified (out of eleven) from room 6 was
recovered from below floor level and belonged to 141 B.c.
Parts of a lamp of many nozzles in the form of a boat were
recovered from the brickwork of the west wall. There were
four figurines, a large iron ring, a glaze inset, and three frag­
ments of an iron hook.

Two burials were discovered beneath the floor of room 6.
From burial 153 came a cloth bag and from near grave 213 the
head of a clay figurine.

Both rooms 4 and 6 belong to the corridor which runs
along the north end of section A. It is numbered 128 west of 6
and 116 after it turns south. The west end is paved with baked
brick apparently just as an entranceway to 116 on the south
and to the pair of rooms 110/158 and 147 on the north.

Room 128 contained a figurine of a squatting monkey, a
female head (figurine), a glazed inset, a marked knucklebone, a
plain black bone whorl, a bronze spatula (broadened blade
slightly curved, perhaps a strigil), and two lamps. Of the seven
coins from below the floor, one was identified as of 42-40 B.C.

There were six coins from room 116, of which McDowell
suggests one may be Roman. There were two lamps and two
cooking pots, part of a very small glass bottle, a bone figure
(fetish?), a bone handle, a small but heavy bronze plaque, a
bone whorl, and the leg of a bone figurine.

Rooms 258, 172, 167, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179,
47/48x (the shops).

A series of shops ran around the south and east sides of the
corner. Apparently none of them gave access to the interior
apartments. In several cases, however, (258,172, 173, 177,
and 47/48) only the foundations remained intact so that no
doorways at all were identified. They may be grouped together
and considered as a series. The corner room 175 communicates
only with room 174. Four (167, 176, 178 and 179) have
doorways only to the street.

Beginning at the north end, room 258 yielded only two
bronze coins (unidentified), one clay loom weight, and one
fragment of iron from a cutting instrument, the catalogue
suggests scissors. Next to room 258, room 172 produced a
bronze handle with a curved hook at each end, two lamps, a
plain jug, and one cosmetic pot.

One coin from the north wall of room 167 was dated 42-40
B.C. There were parts of four figurines, six lamps, a stamped
amphora (inscribed ~AMOKPAT .. E) from beneath the
floor, and one cosmetic pot.

Room 173 was comparatively quite productive, with 27
items listed. One of four coins was identified as belonging to
A.D. 17-18. It was recovered from the brickwork of the east
wall. There was a bronze kohl stick, a tall glazed pierced
implement, a string separator with five holes, a bead, four

figurines, five lamps, and three cosmetic pots. The recovery
from beneath the floor of a fragment of a lion's head spout of
clay was interesting. Since 173 is separated from the interior
apartments by a double wall, its doorway probably lay on the
east (to the street) or the north to 167. The number and
diversity of the finds suggest an apartment or living quarters.
Probably therefore 167 and 173 were linked together just as
174 and 175.

Rooms 174 and 175 together yielded surprisingly little.
Three fragments of figurines and a bone fetish came from
room 174 with seven lamps, two bowls, two pilgrim flasks, and
two pitchers. In 175 (the corner room) were found one bone
fetish, one bronze spoon with deep round bowl, four glazed
lamps, two cosmetic pots, and one bowl.

The shops on the south side of the corner yielded little to
help identify the owners or the merchandise. Probably all were
gradually deserted and everything of value successfully
removed before the destruction of the Trajan period.

In room 176 there were five lamps, one bowl, one jug with
two handles, one pitcher, one cosmetic pot, one figurine, and
one cylindrical piece of haematite, perhaps a weight.

Three cosmetic pots were recovered from room 177, one
alabaster statuette of a reclining nude, one small pitcher, and
one lamp.

Room 178 yielded more with an iron signet ring, a clay
tablet without writing, a clay bell with horns, a bone whorl, a
bronze bracelet, a bone figure, three fragments of figurines,
four cosmetic pots, two jars (each with two handles), two
lamps, and one shallow bowl.

Burnt brickwork is mentioned in room 179 but its location
was not recorded. A bone whorl was found beneath the
brickwork and, beneath floor level four lamps, a glazed
cosmetic pot, and parts of two figurines. From the mud brick
came a small figurine of a seated female figure. There were also
an iron ring attached to a rod, a small standing draped figure,
and two small circle earrings of gold.

The final shop belonging to this side of the block was room
47/48x. Two burials were found in this rather long room,
grave 180 and burial 161. Beneath the floor of the east section
(47) and near burial 161 was found a scissor's blade of iron
with a bronze pin and a fragment of cloth. At close to floor
level and above grave 180 an alabaster ointment bottle of
beautiful shape was recovered. Other finds all came from the
west section (48x) and from below floor level, a glazed pilgrim
flask, two unglazed lamps, a small dish, and a very small green
glazed bowl.

Section B (Fig. 24)
Sections Band C comprise the areas south and north of the

center of the block on the east side. The third level showed a
clear division of buildings in the center of the block and this
was continued in the second level. Unfortunately the destruc­
tion in the Trajan period and the subsequent rebuilding in
Level I destroyed the walls above the foundations and possibly
removed some of the foundations also. As a result, doorways
to rooms have not been preserved and only the broad outline
of the original plan may be distinguished. There is apparently,
however, a striking difference in the arrangements south and
north of the center. In section B a broad entryway from room
6 (part of the corric.or 6/128) gives access to a large, irregular
court. Along the street the series of shops apparently con-
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tinues. West of these shops and bordering the court is an insula
of rooms marked off to the north and west by the corridor
165 and 129/191, respectively. A second entrance from the
corridor 128 is obtained to room 129. A second group of
rooms runs along the north side of corridor 165 in a double
row and turns to flank corridor 191 on the west with a series
of single rooms. Two of this series, rooms 24 and 221, are
accessible from room 196 and should, therefore, be allocated
to section F. At the west end of corridor 128, rooms 110/158,
147 form a separate apartment to the north.

In this section of the block there is no close correspondence
between the rooms of Level II and Level III. The fact is that
Level III in this area of the block has not preserved apparently

all the remains and many questions about details remain
unanswered.

In section B there is no indication to my mind of a pattern
which might fit into that of other house plans in the block.
Either, then, the foundation walls are a mixture of more than
one level, or the section as a whole is devoted to a purpose
other than the usual residence. The very large court and the
wide gateway into room 6 suggest a caravanserai or a ware­
house or wholesale area. This is not particularly appropriate
from its location in the city, since the block lies along neither
of the main streams of traffic.

One may perhaps obtain from the finds some evidence for
the former occupation and use of the units. In the summary of
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details the finds from the court and the corridors will be listed
first, then those from the central block of rooms, after which
the fmds from the series of rooms on the north side of the unit
will be given, and finally those from the shops or rooms (since
their doorways may have been on the court side) along the
street. With the courtyard 169 may be considered the area 5x
as one corner and room 185 opening from it or extending the
court to the edge of the street.

Rooms 169, 185, and 5x (the courtyard).
The most unusual finds were two pieces of plaster painted

in red, brown, green, and yellow. One fragment showed a
design of large triangles. They are interesting not only because
they give evidence for wall painting but also because they
suggest an interior rather than an open court, at least a wall
protected by a roof.

A second unusual and interesting find was a rectangular
lead plaque with the design of an anchor recovered from
beneath a wall belonging to Level I. Yeivin suggests very
reasonably that it was a weight measure.

Burial 85 was discovered beneath the floor and two
unidentified bronze coins were recovered from it.

Fourteen unidentified bronze coins are listed together from
the southwest corner (room 5x), but it is not clear whether or
not they made a hoard. In the same area 13 knucklebones
were found together.

An identified coin from the northeast corner, the room
185, was dated A.D. 117-118 which suggests the foundations
of Level I rather than the top of Level II.

Otherwise the finds were not particularly worthy of
remark. In addition to the group of 14 coins, the identified
coin, and the two from the burial, there were only four, a
remarkably small number for an area occupied for any length
of time, and particularly if it were given over in any part to
merchandizing and business. There were nine figurines, of
which two were found below floor level; seven lamps, of which
one was a glazed saucer type with flanged handle (perhaps
from the upper level); a glazed pilgrim flask, two cosmetic
pots, a coral bead, two glazed insets, a jug with one handle,
one large deep bowl, and a glass ornamental bead.

Corridors 165, 191, 129.
The only finds listed from corridor 165 are two pieces of

clay figurines and a bone figure from the brickwork.
An identified coin from the brickwork of room 191 was

dated in 121-83 B.C., which should place the wall or the
manufacture of the brick in the third period. Two small glazed
lamps were recovered, one from the floor, one from the top of
the debris belonging to Level II. A clay figurine of a rooster
and one other coin were the only other finds listed.

Room 129 formed an entranceway as well as part of the
corridors which comprised 191 and 165. As it gives access to
room 130 as a connecting unit between 129 and the corner of
the court (room 5x), it seems appropriate to consider them
together.

Two jugs with single handles, two ointment pots, a bone
figure, two clay figurines, part of a broken bone handle with
traces of pink in the back, a flat bone instrument sharpened at
both ends, three small glazed lamps, a bronze bell with clapper
gone, and an unidentified bronze coin were the chief finds.

Two fragments of a narrow clay frieze with a spiral decoration
found in the brickwork of the east wall probably originally
made part of a sima belonging to Level III.

These finds of a domestic nature were supplemented by
those from room 130. There were parts of four clay figurines,
three lamps, a small bowl, a bone hairpin, a female bone figure
with hands on the breasts, a carnelian bead, and a tiny coral
amulet in the shape of a bird.

These finds belong to normal occupancy and suggest the
room or rooms of a janitor. Attention may be called to the
number of small bone figurines in Level II. They seem to
replace in part the figurines of clay rather than to be largely
the furniture of tombs. Like the figurines they may represent
the mother goddess, or represent the hope for motherhood.
They are, by the nature of the material represented, facing full
front and they mark another Parthian contribution to the
fashion of frontality.

Rooms 119, 163, 222, 148, 134, 29, 28 (the central rooms of
section B).

Room 119. Burial 115 lay beneath room 119 and the one
identified coin (of two recovered) was dated to A.D. 9-10.
This should belong chronologically to the third level. It illus­
trates, I believe, that the change from Level III to Level II was
a slow, gradual process in the century before the conquest of
Trajan. The few other finds from the room suggest it may have
been reserved largely for the burial. The most interesting was
an oval amethyst inset 3.3 x 2.6 centimeters. There were
fragments of two figurines, a small clay plaque with the chest
and breasts of a figure, a small cosmetic pot, a bronze anklet in
two fragments, and a gray glazed lamp. From the surface were
recovered a small unglazed lamp and the head of a clay
figurine of a child.

Room 163. A large jar, with rim and interior glazed, came
from the floor level of room 163. A plaster stand for a round
bottomed jar was found one meter deep and a second two
handled jar with rim and inside glazed came from the room
itself. A plain bone whorl was discovered below floor level and
fragments of a bronze blade in the brickwork of the east wall.
The only other find was an alabaster ointment bottle with
small round hole in the center of the bottom.

Room 222. In the room itself was found a glazed bottle,
long and slender (12.5 x 2.8 centimeters). Otherwise finds
were confined to the brickwork of the walls: a coin of 121-83
B.C. from the north wall, part of a figure, perhaps a mask, a
bone figure, a male torso, one bone spindle, a pottery
separator, and a clay pawn from the south wall.

Room 148. The fragment of a mask with a hole on the
top was found in room 148 and a large pot with rounded
bottom. From just below the floor level an unidentified
bronze coin, a blue glass inset, and the fragment of a bronze
bracelet were recovered. There were no other finds.

Room 134. The finds were few and not very distin­
guished. A bone figure was recovered from room 134,
apparently not part of grave furniture. There was a flat
diamond-shaped bead of bitumen, a bone head of a pin
(decorated), part of a large female figurine of a nude seated
figure, and, from the drain, a ring of bronze or iron. Beneath
the floor appeared a female head with pointed helmet (perhaps
from Level II!), a head and bust with three-knobbed head­
dress, a large lamp of gray glaze, a pot with spout beneath the
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rim but no handle, and a fragment of a bronze kohl stick.
No finds were listed from room 28 and only two uniden­

tified coins from room 29.

Rooms 194,228, 195,243, 138, 225,223, 78,46,66 (rooms
north and west ofcorridor 165).

The doorway between rooms 194 and 228 is still preserved
so that they may be considered an apartment or unit within
the section. Presumably the larger room 194 communicated
with the smaller rooms around it (243, perhaps 78,223,225,
and 195) to comprise the rooms of a small house or
independent structure. If such were the case, room 194 as the
largest and most central would have formed the main court. In
neither 228 nor 194, however, were the finds numerous or
particularly significant. It may well be that the clearing for the
building of Level I, cutting down below the level of doorsills,
removed much of the remains of Level II within the rooms
themselves. In floor levels there are often successive layers, and
all but the lowest may have been removed.

Room 194. Beneath the floor a bronze coin of Vardanes I
(A.D. 43-44 and 45-46) was recovered and from the debris a
jar handle stamped with the monogram of capital four-bar
sigma with vertical bar on the left side (~). There was in
addition a plaster architectural fragment decorated with
stepped triangle enclosing an arrow. This was a common design
in the Parthian period, but this decorative plaster found on the
pavement supports the conclusion the room was an open
court.

There were in addition a long slender clay bottle, four small
glazed lamps, the head of a figurine with three-pointed head­
dress (helmet?), and, from the brickwork of the north wall, a
piece of plaster decorated with the figure of a bird.

Room 228. A bronze coin from the brickwork of the
north wall was identified as a Tyche type of A.D. 67-69.
Unusual was the cone-shaped bank of clay with slot for the
coins near the top (Type no. 5893). There was a bone hairpin,
two small glazed lamps, and one more crudely made of gray
clay, and the head of a figurine; not enough to identify the
special use of the room.

Room 196. The alcove in room 195 suggests a doorway
or corridor to room 194, but the evidence is incomplete. Only
three items are listed, two glazed lamps from the top of the
level and a third glazed lamp recovered from the brickwork of
the south wall.

Room 243. A large glazed lamp was the only item
reported from the small room 243.

Room 128. Grave 124 in room 138 yielded some gold
thread beneath the skull, four unidentified bronze coins, and
two glass insets.

Two identified bronze coins found beneath floor level
belonged to Vardanes I A.D. 43-44 and Osroes A.D. 120-130.

The other finds consisted of a small clay pilaster and capital
9.8 centimeters in height, part of a bronze spatula found above
the grave, a clay pot cover (half disk), a small glazed lamp,
fragments of three figurines, an agate bead from the brickwork
of the east wall, and a large clay bead from the brickwork of
the south wall.

Room 225. All the finds in room 225 are listed as com-
ing from below floor level except an unidentified coin from
the brickwork of the west wall. A coin of Demetrius I dated
162-150 B.C. should be allocated to the third level. Three

other coins were identified. A fragment of a bronze kohl stick
was the only other find.

Room 223. There were two finds, a bone hairpin and part
of a figurine of man and woman embracing.

Room 78. Room 78 contained the head of a bone fig-
urine, two unidentified coins from the brickwork of the south
wall, an unidentified clay fragment, perhaps part of a mold, a
small unglazed lamp, a figurine head with high headdress, and
part of a large clay bead.

Rooms 46 and 66. The finds of rooms 46 and 66 may
conveniently be recorded here and rooms 221 and 24 may be
left for section F, since they open into that unit.

There were no finds listed from room 46 and from 66 only
a black serpentine bead from the brickwork, the head of one
figurine, fragments of a lead stick, perhaps a kohl stick, and
three unidentified coins from the brickwork.

Rooms 162,132,255,254, 22tJ, 230, 197 (the shops).
The row of single rooms along the street continues from

section A through section B and into section C, except for the
open corner of the court 185 and the narrow corridor 100.

Room 162. Burial 123 was discovered beneath the floor
of 162. An unidentified bronze coin was found in the grave
and, just above it, a small-glazed lamp. From the room came a
broken small one-handled-jug, part of a figurine of horse and
rider with pointed cap, anunidentified bronze coin (McDowell
suggests perhaps Sassanian), and a gray and green glazed bowl.

Room 132. Only two items were listed from room 132, a
knucklebone and a thick perforated disk listed as a toy wheel.

Room 255. Grave--203 was found in room 255 and near it
a clay foot and leg, perhaps a votive piece. Fragments of four
figurines were foundand, below the floor level, three uniden­
tified bronze coins, a cosmetic jar, and a box cover of clay.

Room 254. The-'sequence of rooms along the street is
interrupted by the ·Open area 185 attached to the court 169
and already reported upon.

Five items were, listed from 254, four recovered from the
brickwork and one from below floor level. They were com­
posed of a figurine, perhaps of Athena (brickwork of the west
wall), a gray glazed bowl (from the west wall), a broken
figurine of a dog (south wall), a clay arm, perhaps a votive
piece (south wall), and an unidentified coin from beneath the
floor level.

Room 22Q". The small room 220 yielded a striking con­
trast in the date of coins, since one from the north wall was
assigned to Antiochus III (223-187 B.C.) and one beneath the
floor belonged to Osroes (A.D. 120-130). Other finds were a
bone comb" handle; a long, broad bronze spatula head; the
head and breast of a figurine (a female figure); part of a bone
tube; a thick disk of clay perforated in the middle; and three
unidentified bronze coins from the east wall (south, the cata­
logue states, of the brick pillar).

Room 230. Room 120 has a single entry in the catalogue,
that of an unidentified bronze coin from the chest of the
~keleton in burial 126.

The burial is interesting, for the room communicates with
corridor 165 rather than with the street and may have served
as a burial unit for section B.

Room 197. Room 197 also contained a burial, but
apparently it belonged to the latter part of the third level for a
coin identified from the hoard of 19 bronzes belonged to
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38/37 or 32/31 B.C. There were three skeletons, a good
number of bronze coins, tiny fragments of gold foil, a necklace
including a glass bead, fragments of two figurines (one of horse
and rider, the other of a female head), and a small glazed lamp.
One suspects the other five lamps found in the room may have
served to light the way to the tomb.

A figurine head of marble, the head and neck of a camel,
and a female head and bust may also have been tomb furni­
ture.

From the brickwork of the west wall of the room came a
small plain glass whorl, a bronze coin of A.D. 69/70, and, from
below floor level, the head of a figurine (female), part of an
iron knife or dagger blade, ten unidentified bronze coins, one
coin tentatively assigned to 128/121-83 B.C., and a glass bead
from Level IV.

Rooms 110/158 and 147 (rooms at the west end of corridor
129).

The two rooms form a small apartment and open into
corridor 128, lying on the north side of the west end. A baked
brick pavement is laid at the end of corridor 128 and serves as
floor of the entryway to corridor 116 on the south and
110/158 to the north. There was no indication of a doorway
between 147 and room 115 in section F.

Finds from the section 110 were four glazed lamps, a
carnelian bead, a small glazed saucer, a glazed flat dish, and a
net-sinker of baked clay from the east wall. On the floor were
found two round bottomed jars, both with two handles. One
contained the bones of an animal.

To these finds may be added the agate bead and a figurine
of a headless, draped standing female, both from 158.

Room 147 contained a cosmetic pot, three small lamps
(one glazed, two unglazed), three coins, one of which found
below floor level dated from 72-71 B.C., and a fragment of
bone with unidentifiable markings.

Section C (Fig. 25)

Section C lying to the north of the center of the block has
been encroached upon as in Level II by section D and has
yielded its western portion of an open area rather similar to,
but not quite as large as, that in Level III. As it stands it may
be considered as consisting of two units, the first the series of
rooms around the largest area or room 80, the second the
irregular open court 226/145 with the series of rooms or
corridors to its south and east. Room 83 belongs to the second
unit of section D but it juts boldly into the northeast corner of
the central court and its strong southern wall continues
beyond the court to the east to enclose rooms lOx and 107. I
have allocated these rooms also to section D.

Unit one is circumscribed by the wall dividing the east side
of the block into two halves, by street 4, and by the common
walls between the unit and section D on the north, between
units one and two on the west. It forms a regular rectangle,
almost a square except for the intrusion of room 107 in the
northwest corner. The size of the unit and the more or less
square shape lends itself to the interpretation of a house unit.
It supersedes a small house of similar size in Level III. In
dimensions and locations the rooms of Level II in the south­
east corner, that is rooms 80, 240, 84, 253, and 81, follow so
closely the plan in Level III, Section C for rooms 94, 90, 89,
91, 88 that some of the walls in Level III may represent the

foundations of Level II extending into the earlier building
period.

The lack of doorways makes reconstruction difficult.
Probably a central open area, such as 80, was surrounded by a
series of small rooms, sometimes a double series. The finds are
not sufficient to distinguish the uses of the rooms. One may,
therefore, list the significant finds beginning with room 80 and
allow the student to interpret the results. Probably many of
the smaller remains of Level II in this area were destroyed or
removed by the clearing for or the building of the later level.

Unit 1-Rooms 80,100,84,253,81,131,252,251,250,249,
101, 19, 16Y, 240, 126/75, 76, 74, 18Y, 103.

There were very few finds from room 80 and the discovery
of a coin close to floor level and dating from 121/20-84/83
B.C. suggests the excavations had penetrated into Level III.
There was a small unglazed decorated lamp, two cosmetic
pots, fragments of figurines, a glass bead, a second coin
unidentified, a small piece of coral and from the brickwork, a
bead of carnelian, and a glazed pawn.

Room 100 (beginning in the southeast corner and pro­
ceeding counter clockwise around the section).

The coins show the difficulty in the chronology. There was
a Seleucid coin of 246-226 B.C. from beneath the floor, a coin
of 121-83 B.C. in the brickwork of the south wall, a coin of
Demetrius II also from the south wall, and a coin of A.D.
16/17 from the brickwork of the north wall. There was a tiny
carnelian pendant, urn-shaped, from the level of the top of the
walls or foundations, a glazed jug with one handle 50 centi­
meters below the top, and a gray glazed lamp and head of a
figurine. From the brickwork came four unidentified coins, a
figurine of a boy with water jar, and a glass whorl.

Room 84. The list of finds includes two small crude
glazed lamps; half of a double clay bottle whose interior was
washed with bitumen, found a meter below the wall tops; a
slender one-handled jug from above floor level; and a part of a
figurine with a large pyramidal loom weight, both found 50
centimeters below the wall tops.

Room 253 yielded three unidentified coins found six centi­
meters below the wall tops.

Room 81. Below the foundations of the east wall a
bronze coin of 41/40-32/31 B.C. was discovered and, in the
brickwork, of the east wall on top of a wall of crude brick and
above a burnt brick foundation, a coin of 162-150 B.C. Here
obviously the excavations were deep in Level III. There was a
small unglazed crude lamp from the lower floor level; a bronze
kohl stick 30 centimeters below the wall top, parts of two
figurines, an unidentified coin, and, from below the founda­
tions of the east wall, two more fragments of figurines.

Room 131. Grave 190 was located in room 131, but the
catalogue suggests it may have belonged to Level III, room 88.
Only two finds are recorded, a small glazed lamp and a glazed
inset found near the feet of the skeleton.

Rooms 252 and 251. No finds were listed for 251 and
only one for 252: i.e. the head and chest of a figurine from
around floor level near the east wall.

Room 250. There were three finds listed from room 250:
a small glazed lamp and a figurine of a reclining draped female
with pointed helmet, both from below floor level, and a head
of a figurine from the brickwork of the south wall.

Rooms 249, 101, and 19. No finds were recorded from
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Fig. 25. Section C, block G6, level II

room 19; only a single glazed two-handled pilgrim flask from
room 249 and seven finds from room 101, including a gold
earring in the form of a nude woman with large head, two
small lamps (one glazed, one plain), a bronze coin of 42-40
B.C., and parts of two figurines.

Room 16Y. Room 16Y as it stands was too small for
anything except a cupboard. From the brickwork were
recovered a bone figurine and parts of two clay figurines.

Room 240. Room 240, lying south of the west section of
room 80 was the second largest room but yielded few remains.
There was an unidentified bronze coin, the head of a crudely
modelled horse, a ram's head, and the turbaned head of a man.
More unusual was part of a plaque or medallion representing a
tray of fruit (grapes and pomegranates), and a small standing
alabaster draped figure of a woman with hand on the breast.

Room 136 (reported incorrectly on some drawings as 186)
with 75 forms a long ell-shaped room. From 136 were
recovered a clay pitcher, a stamped jar handle, and a well made
glazed pot. In addition a small glazed lamp and small glazed
dish were found 70 centimeters below the wall tops and in
~e brickwork, parts of three figurines and half of a do~ble ~ot
In the form of a water jar.

From the top level of 75 came a female figurine head with
low headdress, and, 40 centimeters below, a small unglazed
crude lamp. Ten centimeters in the debris was a glazed round
saucer, and at one meter a round clay lamp. Just below floor
level was a figurine head with three-pointed headdress. Part of
a mask and the head and a bust of a figurine completed the
list.

From room 76 came two jar handles stamped with mono­
grams, a plain bone whorl, and two bronze unidentified coins
from the brickwork of the east wall. A bronze weight was
discovered in the east wall and a bone whorl at floor level.
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There were fragments of three figurines, one from below the
floor. More important were the six coins recovered from below
floor level, ranging from 145-141 B.C. through 140-123 B.C.
to A.D. 59-62 and A.D. 69/70.

Only three finds were listed from 103: a small, deep glazed
bowl from the room itself; and from the brickwork of the west
wall a figurine head and the fragment of a pot cover in the
form of a flower.

The narrow room 74 and 18Y complete the rooms of this
unit . In or on the brick pavement of room 18Y two coins were
found, one dating to 223-187 B.C., the other 42-40 B.C.
Clearly both belong below Level II. The only other finds came
from below floor level, an unidentified coin and a figurine
head.

From room 74 was recovered a coin of 162-150 B.C. but
appropriately it came from a deep level. A crude glazed lamp
came from the same deep level, and a small crude unglazed
lamp from a Sub IV level but listed in the finds of Level II. It
illustrates the difficulty of clear distinction in this stratum. A
figurine representing apparently the horns and sun disk of
Hathor was found at the third level, and from the brickwork
of the east wall were recovered part of a ring inset, perhaps of
garnet, and a limestone bead. A tiny bronze bell and three
lamps completed the listed finds. One of the two crude glazed
lamps was listed from 40 centimeters below the top of the
level. One lamp was unglazed and with short nozzle .

Unit 2-rooms 193, 17Y, 13Y, 14Y.
The large open court in the center of the block falls on the

east side of the middle and may most conveniently be included
here as unit 2 of section C. On the east and south of the court
is a series of four narrow rooms separated from units to south
and east by impressively heavy walls. The northeast corner of
the court is cut off by the projection of room 83. The south
wall of 83 is heavy and continues east beyond the court to
form the south walls of rooms lOx and 107.

A narrow entranceway from the court to 193 and another
between 193 and 17Y has been indicated on the drawing but
in areas in which the foundations no longer exist. They might
be called doorways of convenience. I suspect the dug level
reached close to the bottom of the foundations of walls in
these particular places and no evidence of doorways was
visible.

There were no finds of particular importance from room
193: four lamps, two cosmetic pots, an unidentified coin, a
bronze kohl stick or spatula, the lower part of a one handled
jug, and a clay pedestal or support for a statuette or vase.

One of the two coins which constituted the only finds from
room 17Y was identified as dating 121-83 B.C. The other was
unrecognizable.

The corner room 13Y yielded a glazed lamp from below
floor level, and a bead of glaze or glass. One coin recovered
from below floor level belonged to the period 280-261 B.C. A
bronze coin listed as Level III was allocated to A.D.
43/44-45/46 and a small hoard of five small bronze coins
belonged to the Sassanian era. These completed the finds.

Room 14Y yielded a limestone whorl , five bone fragments
apparently shaped, a glass bead, two bitumen sealings and two
bronze coins.

Rooms 145, 226 and 102 (the large open court).
In the excavations the open court was divided into three
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sections for more precise allocation of finds. The only find
listed from 226, however, was the head of a figurine, so that
the only contrast is between the part 145, that is the eastern
section of the room, and 102, the northern and western.

With the head of a figurine from 226 may be placed the
finds of room 102: the figurine head and bust of clay, and the
face of gypsum. A spout of clay may represent part of a clay
sima, and a flat piece of limestone may be part of a palette. A
bronze coin is tentatively dated to 141 B.C. Another figurine
head came from the brickwork of the east wall, and an
unglazed cosmetic pot from the debris in the room. Below
floor level were found an unglazed lamp, fragments of three
figurines, a bead of carnelian or agate, and the bronze frag­
ments of a knife.

Room 145. The largest number of finds (23) was
recorded from room 145. A drain is recorded near the west
wall, from which a bronze kohl stick was recovered. From the
room itself fragments of six figurines were recovered, a cream
colored pot cover, and, from just below the level (marked
sub), a small glazed lamp. Listed as below floor level were an
unidentified coin, part of a figurine torso, and a perforated
ball of clay (net-sinker?). The brickwork of the walls yielded
almost as many fmds as the rest of the room. In the east wall
were found a clay handle in the form of a frog, an unidentified
coin, three glass insets, and the fragment of a clay figurine. A
second unidentified coin came as the only find from the south
wall. The west wall yielded two more unidentified coins, three
glass insets, and a lamp; the north wall, a cosmetic pot, a
bitumen stopper or cover for the neck of a large jar, and a glass
inset.

Not a large or distinguished group of objects from so large a
space, but in keeping with the thinness of the stratum and the
confusion with the level immediately preceding.

Section D (Fig. 26)

Section D, comprising the northeast corner of the block
with a length equal almost to one third the total, may con­
veniently be divided into two units also.

The larger contains the open court, room 65 with wide
baked brick pavement probably placed on all four sides, an
open room to the south, 15x, and a series of alcoves to the
north. The entrance to the house is effected from corridor 19x
through room 235. East and west of the court and liwan (open
room) are series of rooms, those to the east connecting with a
whole group of smaller rooms and perhaps a woman's quarters
centered in the long north-south room 91. A more logical
solution for the second axis of the house, however, would be
room 70, fairly large, oriented north and south and flanked on
the south with room 229, whose approach is marked by a
baked brick step. Between rooms 70 and 71 there are also parts
of a baked brick threshold. This usually distinguishes a room
of some importance or the door between two important
rooms.

Such a solution, however, leaves unexplained the very large
room 71, also oriented east and west. One may recall that in
Level III beneath rooms 70 and 71 of Level II, the sealings of a
record office were found and the rooms apparently formed
part of an office or bureau. Perhaps this is the best solution for
room 71, namely a continuation of office space. In this case a
courtyard (70) and inner room are adjacent to it. The living
quarters of the family would then be confined largely to the

north end of the house. I take it that the small series of rooms
around the open court 68 forms a separate house and may best
be treated as an individual unit (unit 2).

Rooms 65, 15x, 198, 199, 200 (court and liwan and alcoves to
the north).

In the early drawings of the block there is no division
between 65 and 15x. The catalogue, moreover, has no cards
for 15x, so the two rooms may be considered together. That
there was a division seems clear from the pavement of baked
brick around the northern half. The position of the room and
the size correspond closely with the rooms 27-39 of Level III.
It is striking, therefore, to see that both the columns have
disappeared and the antae which belonged to the third level. In
the second level, there is no indication of an arched entrance
or a vaulted room. For an arch one would expect a support
such as pillar or anta on each side; a vault would require
heavier side walls. Level II places a well in the southwest
corner of room 65. The corresponding room (27) in Level III
had a well in the northwest corner. A clay fragment with a
spout from Level II may have been part of a sima and so
indicated a sloping roof. As there was but one small fragment,
however, and as the simas are more appropriate in Level III,
probably this piece also should be allocated to the lower level.

At 170 centimeters beneath the floor of the latest occupa­
tion of 65, two gold and jewelled earrings were discovered,
lying unprotected. Braidwood11 reports the finds and
describes the disk and pendant type adorned with garnets,
altered turquoises, and pearls.

The other finds, though extensive, were distinguished
largely by their lack of special significance. A coin of A.D.
117-119 should mark the end of the period. There were six
lamps, two from below the second level, and fragments of 14
figurines, seven of which came from a sub-level stratum. One
was of alabaster with inset eyes (one of which was missing). A
thin bronze plate may have been part of a mirror; a second
bronze was in the form of a boat. A fragment of a box (sub
level probably III), a button or whorl, and a pendant with an
incised linear pattern were of bone or ivory. A pyramidal loom
weight, a glazed juglet, two large pitchers, and a deep bowl
were of clay. From the surface came a stone amulet made of
an earlier axe head.

The well was dug from the 13th to the 22nd of January,
1932, and yielded an unidentified coin, a glazed jug, a frag­
ment of a baked brick mold for decorative plaster, parts of
two figurines of animals, a sherd with part of a plastic design,
perhaps a snake, a pot cover, and a two-handled water jar.

A Parthian coin of A.D. 209/10-219/20, found on January
13, was marked in the catalogue as coming from a wall. Since
all the other finds from this room of this month are from the
well, I suspect this also was discovered in the well. It would
indicate that this second level well continued to be open until
almost the abandonment of the city.

The little alcoves 198, 199, 200 to the north of room 65
seem too small for practical use, though two are paved (199
and 200) with baked brick. They may have been bathrooms or
toilets. The finds were insignificant: there were two small
glazed lamps from 199, an incomplete bone comb from room
200, and from 198 a cosmetic pot from a sub floor level, and,
from the mud brick, part of a figurine of a woman holding a
bird in her lap.
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Fig. 26. Section D, block G6, level II

Room 235. The entrance room (235) between the
alleyway and the court contained a brick tomb with pitched
vault 1 2 which contained eight cubicles and 13 skeletons
(burial 159). The strata in the room had therefore been dis­
turbed. There was an incomplete draped male figurine and part
of a reclining female figure from the room level; a part of a
draped alabaster statuette, an ivory cover of a small cylindrical
box, an incomplete open (saucer-shaped) lamp, a pendant
spiral shell, a jar handle with a monogram, the heads of two
figurines, and a small glazed crude lamp from the sub floor
level.

Of 45 coins in the tomb, nine were identified and ranged
from A.D. 43-44 to A.D. 180-181. This suggests that the tomb
continued to be used after the campaign of Verus, and
indicates that the second level house was preserved intact, or
at least the tomb was, during the destruction of the city in

Trajan's period. No remains of new buildings in Level I are
indicated in this district and it seems from this room that
perhaps a good part of the buildings of sections D and E
continued unchanged during period I.

Rooms 59, and 57/58 (west of the court 65 and liwan 15x).
Comparatively few finds were made in room 59: a very

small glazed pot, three small glazed lamps, and a figurine of a
woman's face with a large hole in the headdress. A coin of
Osroes A.D. 113/4-119/120 marks the end of the second level
or the beginning of the period after Trajan.

The finds of 57 and 58 were listed separately because a wall
was at first preserved between the two parts. Then the floor of
the room was discovered to run beneath the partition, and the
wall was removed. The number of jars and bowls found
beneath the partition suggests it represented a cupboard for
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pottery. There were eight bowls, two jars with double handles,
and a juglet.

Listed from room 57 were a part of a small marble statu­
ette, two fragments of a bronze mirror, and two small glazed
lamps.

The rest of the finds (26) are listed from room 58, ten of
them made after the removal of the wall. The striking find was
a cache of 33 knucklebones (10 large and 23 small). Perhaps
with these might be associated other pottery finds and lamps.
There were four jars, five lamps (one of which was from the
sub floor level), and four bowls (three of which were glazed;
the fourth was small and plain from the sub floor level). Four
jugs and a tall pitcher were also recovered as were a broken
bronze mirror and a bronze rod with decorated end (probably
the handle of the mirror). One small cosmetic pot was
recovered also. Except for the mirror and cosmetic pot, one
suspects the room 57-58 comprised the andron and that
gambling was a favorite sport.

Beneath the floor level were recovered the top of an ivory
disk pyxis, a flat dish or jar cover, parts of four figurines (one
of a bust and helmeted head), and a winged cupid with right
hand raised.

Rooms 218, 112, and 113 (rooms east of the court and liwan).
Room 218, the corridor between the court and the long

room 91 lists only four finds: a small glazed lamp, an iron
instrument with sharp point like a lancet, and, from the sub
floor level, parts of two figurines.

A coin from the brickwork of the south wall of room 112
dated from A.D. 36-40. A glazed pilgrim flask, two small
lamps (one glazed, the other not), a one-handled jar and an
unidentified coin were found above floor level. Just beneath
floor level were four more lamps, a jug with one handle and a
standing female figurine with pointed headdress.

All the finds from room 113 were from the sub floor level,
except part of a figurine of mother and child from the brick­
work of the west wall and a fragment of a seven (?) burner
lamp from the clay bricks. The sub floor finds consisted of a
glazed pilgrim flask, a round bronze receptacle, a long trian­
gular inset of greenish color, parts of two figurines, two small
glazed lamps, and a one-handled jar or pitcher.

Rooms 181 and 82 (small rooms off 91 along street H).
Off the court or long room 91 there are three separate little

apartments of two rooms each opening on 91. In the first, 82
forms an anteroom to the fairly large room 181.

Aside from two lamps and parts of four figurines from
room 181, there were found part of a bone hairpin, a short
blunt bronze nail, and two whorls, one of black stone, the
other of ivory (only a fragment recovered); not enough
evidence to determine definitely the purpose of the room but
sufficient to suggest its occupancy by women.

Underneath room 82 lay grave 207 and beneath the floor
level of the room and in the fill of the grave a coin of A.D.
43/4-45/6 was recovered. A second bone pin (second to the
one from room 181) was found in the room, a short bronze
lancet or pointed instrument, a two-handled pot with rim and
interior glazed, a one-handled jug and a cosmetic pot.

Room 91. For the size of the room, 91 furnished remark­
ably few finds and the majority from the sub floor level. At
120 centimeters below the wall tops a clay representation of

the sun disk between Hathor horns was discovered. At 1 meter
a figurine torso of an athlete was found and at floor level a
figurine head with large hat and a small crude glazed lamp.
From the sub floor level came an open (saucer) glazed lamp,
parts of six more figurines and a one-handled jug.

Rooms 219 and 87 (the corner rooms).
Of the three groups of apartments of two rooms each, the

most commodious is the combination 219 and 87. The room
219 is spacious and has a commanding position with its entry­
way controlling the entrance from the chief court to 91
without affording the stranger any extensive view within the
room 219 itself.

Room 219 yielded a large figurine head of a female and
from the sub floor level parts of two more figurines, a large
disk-shaped bone button with four holes (a thread or string
separator), a bronze kohl stick, a baked brick with a pattern of
parallel bands, and a clay stand adorned with colonnettes and
a bowlegged mannikin.

Room 87 possessed five lamps, a large glazed shallow bowl
or saucer, a bronze disk inlaid with concentric circles of
colored glass, and a large coin of Artabanus (A.D. 23/24)
coming from the top stratum of the level.

Rooms 85 and 192 (rooms east of 91).
Beneath the floor of room 192 was a large tomb of Level

III containing 19 skeletons and above this the burial of nine
more belonging to the early part of Level 11. 1 3 There were few
finds in room 85.

A small green glaze saucer was found in room 85 and a
one-handled jug of clay. From the sub floor level came two
small lamps (one glazed, the other not), a glass bead, and the
upper part of a draped male figurine.

The floor levels in room 192 would have been disturbed by
the burials and there were few articles found that would not
have been associated with the graves except for the hoards of
coins. A hoard of eight bronze coins contained two identified
as A.D. 69-70 and 79-80. A cache of a mass of disintegrating
tiny bronze coins was found in the mud brick. These two
hoards suggest that room 192 was reserved for burials and
might, therefore, be safely used as a hiding place.

From floor level came a bronze box containing 19 coral
beads, one of glass, 16 pearls, and one carnelian. There was a
number oflamps (7) both around and outside the graves; some
of the common type of gold foil in the grave (16); a bone
string separator; parts of figurines; etc.

Rooms 70,229, and 67 (the women's apartment).
A striking feature of the southern portion of unit one, is

that the largest room 71 seems to form an adjunct to room 70,
since the only doorways are on the west side. Room 70 seems
indicated as the chief room, moreover, because of the baked
brick thresholds in two of its doors. It is not clear that room
70 formed a court open to the sky since there is no baked
brick pavement. The most common place for the baked brick
threshold, especially of one comprising more than one step is
in front of the main room on the south side of the north-south
axis. This occurs twice in section A (rooms 32-31 and 36-34),
once in unit 2 of section D (rooms 68-83), and once in section
G (rooms 97-96). In section E the same type of threshold
occurs on the south side of room 64 but it leads only to an
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alleyway. Perhaps, as will be suggested later, in section E there
had been a rearrangement of rooms in the course of the
period.

The rooms 70, 67, and 229 carry out the chief lines of the
north-south axis, with open court, chief room to the south
with entrance in the middle of the north side, and in this case
a large entrance room 67 on the north.

Room 70 was not distinguished by large finds in spite of its
prominent position. There were three small glazed lamps, two
clay cosmetic pots, parts of two figurines, a slender glass tear
bottle, a spherical pot with interior glaze, a bronze stick
pointed at one end, and two small bronze rings linked
together, perhaps part of an earring. Two of the lamps and the
bronze links were marked from a sub floor level.

The identified coins from room 229 were very interesting.
One from beneath the floor level belonged to Demetrius I
162-150 B.C., a second to the period 42-40 B.C., and a third,
from the Level III brickwork at the south end of the room,
belonged to the A.D. 46/7-47/8 period. Below the floor, there­
fore, the level belonged to the third period and the brickwork
had been utilized or rebuilt at the beginning of the second.

A little gold foil from the sub floor level suggests a burial,
but there was no other evidence of a grave. From the sub floor
level came also parts of five figurines and a pointed bronze
instrument, perhaps an awl. Above floor level a clay antefix
with a palmette design was recovered, as were a large deep
bowl, a long spiral glass bead, a small unglazed lamp, and a
thick piece of alabaster.

Room 67 yielded a Parthian coin of Vologases II (A.D.
119/120) from the earth of floor level. There were three small
lamps, two of which were glazed, parts of two figurines, one of
which came from the sub floor level, a saucer-shaped pot
cover, an ornamental bead (amethyst) from the mud brick,
and a cosmetic pot from the sub floor level. More interesting
was a tiny bronze bow and arrow found 20 centimeters below
the wall tops and the potsherd of a jar whose rim was
decorated with pointed studs and two frontal faces, one with
horns.

Rooms 71, 72, 90 (rooms east of the central women's
quarters).

Room 71. A small crude glazed lamp is marked as coming
from the level of the tops of large pithoi. The pithoi would
have formed, apparently, a drain, but their location is not
indicated on the plan. There were six lamps, one with part of
the wick still preserved. Half the finds came from a sub floor
level and included besides the four lamps not associated with
the pithoi, a cosmetic pot and parts of four figurines. At floor
level and above were found another small glazed lamp, parts of
two figurines, a bronze kohl stick knobbed or lobed at each
end, and a cosmetic pot. From the mud brick was recovered a
figurine representing a scribe bent over his writing.

The doorway to room 90 is not clear. One expects a thres­
hold on the north to the long room 70 but the wall is
unbroken. On the plan an entrance is supplied to room 229
with a query. There were ten finds recorded, a small bone
stopper from the brickwork, a small glazed lamp, a two­
handled green glazed jar, a thick heavy iron key, a tiny bone
Parthian figure from the brickwork; from the sub floor, the
torso of a large figurine and two small figurines, a head with
pointed helmet, and another with a wreath or turban.

The large room 72 north of 71 contained the burial no. 99
and parts of the baked brick frieze with a double egg and dart
design. Another brick from the top of the level was adorned
with a leaf between two spirals. A fragment of architectural
ornamental frieze in limestone was also recovered. There were
moreover, two small glazed lamps, an unidentified bronze
coin, a small glazed jug, a figurine head with two-knobbed
hairdo, and from the mud brick a clay phallus.

Rooms 236, 11x, 237, 241, and 242 (the shops along street 4).
Only one find is listed for room 236: a small figurine head

with two-knobbed headdress. Similarly, there was but one find
in room 237, that is skeletal material of a skull and jawbone
the catalogue says from grave 179.

Room 241 yielded a small crude glazed lamp, a figurine
head, a pawn or clay medallion, and an unidentified bronze
coin.

There were no finds apparently from room 11x since the
only card from 11 bears a date 12/14/31 during which no
excavations were made in this part of section D.

Beneath 242 lay burial 95. From the burial one might
mention two slender red wash vessels with vertical bur­
nishing.l " From the brickwork of the east wall came a bronze
coin of 141 B.C. and from the floor level, a knucklebone,
three unidentified coins, a bronze spatula, fragments of a bone
pin, and parts of two figurines, one a draped torso, the other a
head and part of a torso.

Unit 2-rooms 68, 12x, 83, 1Ox, 248, 107, 60, 73, 259, 92,
77,106.

The open court with border of baked brick (68) is sep­
arated from unit one of section D by a thick unbroken wall.
Furthermore, the court with open room to the south and in
this case another room beyond it, is usually the central and
basic element in a house. It seems reasonable, therefore, to
consider 68 and the group of rooms communicating with it as
a separate residence.

There are a number of problems. Room 107 would seem to
belong to this unit because of the thickness of its walls on the
south, east and north. No doorway at all is indicated, however,
and the wall on the west is almost equally heavy. Rooms 92,
77 and 106 have entranceways only to the alleyway which
divides the houses on the east and west sides of the block.
They may belong, therefore, to section E, or be considered as
adjuncts to the open central court in the block. I shall sum­
marize their finds in considering unit 2 of section D, since they
geographically fall in this area.

The second preliminary report represents rooms 68 and 12x
in the plan as one large room with the number 68. The room
was dug according to the finds in the catalogue from October
23,1930, to the middle of January, 1931. All the finds from
12, however, are listed from November 10, 1931, until
December 14th, 1931. The finds of 68, therefore, include also
those from the room marked 12x. The only finds from room
lOx are also entered in December, 1931, whereas the cards of
room 248 belong to December, 1930.

As the unit stands in the plan it consists of an open court, a
roofed chamber to the south, in front of a large room still
farther south, flanked on the east by two very narrow rooms.
Room 107 apparently belongs to this unit and forms an inner
room accessible through lOx.
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North of the paved court lies the large room 60 to which
entrance from the alleyway is obtained through 73. One
expects that the rooms 92 and 77 lying immediately to the
west of the court should form part of the same unit but this is
not clear. Perhaps extensive alterations in original house plans
had been made in this unit so that the normal plan was no
longer observed.

Room 68. A bronze coin found on the baked brick door­
sill to room 83 was dated A.D. 120-130. Also from the room
were recovered a small bone Parthian figurine, three lamps,
parts of two figurines, and a bone or ivory hairpin with
decorated head. Part of another figurine was found in the
brickwork and a small jar with one handle. From the sub floor
level four more lamps were recovered, parts of four figurines, a
small two-handled jar, a large glass inset, and a small oval jug! 5

with reddish buff body.
Room 83. Usually the chief room south of the court has

the entrance in the middle of the north side. In this case the
baked brick threshold is well preserved and the lines of the
court seem clear. The door to 83 suggests that in an earlier
period room 83 was wider and the doorway was in the center
of the north wall. Beneath the northern half of 83 lay grave
207 with parts of three skeletons. The digging of the graves
probably accounts for the wide chronological span of coins
found beneath floor level, one dated from 280-261 B.C., one
in 121-83 B.C., another A.D. 46/7-47/8, and a fourth A.D.
69-70. A bronze coin found in the brickwork of the east wall
was of the period 2/1 B.C.-A.DA/5, but whether this marked
the construction of the wall or a coin hidden in it was not
clear.

Rather interesting finds were a flat gold pendant from floor
level (perhaps part of an earring), a bone hairpin with the end
shaped to represent a small draped figure (from 40 centimeters
below wall tops), five knucklebones from the base of the
brickwork and a small clay sealing with a man's head from
below floor level. A large one-handled jug of fine buff clay was
recovered complete from beneath floor level and was found to
contain bird bones. The exact location was not indicated. It
may well have represented a foundation deposit. There were
three unidentified coins, parts of only two figurines, one of
which represented double figures with double flutes and drum.
A large flat triangular bead of glass with three circular insets
was recovered, a cosmetic pot, a small unglazed lamp and a
pitcher with narrow base. A bronze stopper or cover for a jar
was also found, a lamp, a cosmetic pot and a gypsum loom
weight almost pyramidal in shape.

From the south wall was recovered a lamp. The fill of the
grave contained two unidentified coins and fragments of a
bone spindle and whorl. The grave furniture was largely beads
and the fragments of an iron clasp.

Rooms lOx and 248. No finds were identified as coming
from lOx and only two finds were recorded from room 248,
both from below floor level: a small unglazed lamp, and a flat
piece of clear mineral, perhaps chalcite (?). Manassalr'P makes
the excellent suggestion that the narrow room 248 was a stair­
case. Room lOx would then be a small room or closet beneath
the higher stairs.

Room 107. Curiously enough room 107 had only four
finds listed, a jug with small handle containing small bones,
ashes and straw; an unidentified coin, a figurine head and a jar

with handle. All were from below floor level except for the
coin, which came from the brickwork of the south wall.

Room 60. A whole series of burials was found beneath
room 60. They are numbered 86, 87,146,163, and tomb 169.
Description of the tomb furniture and the burials themselves
had better be left for a separate study. It is not always easy,
however, to determine what belonged to the grave and what to
the room, especially when the level below the floor is reached.

The first two burials were discovered 60 centimeters below
the wall tops. At 40 centimeters below the wall tops some
charred grain was found in a jug and a small unglazed lamp at
50 centimeters. At one meter below the wall tops, a level
which apparently marked the early occupation, there were
parts of four figurines and four one-handled jugs, two large
and two small. Three lamps, one from near burial 163, and one
from the sub floor level, may have been connected with the
burial. From the brickwork of the east wall came a figurine
head, and from the west wall two other heads.

Room 73 with 259 comprise the entrance apartment to the
court. At one meter below the wall tops a clay disk, probably a
pawn or jar stopper, was discovered and at floor level a glazed
sherd with figures, perhaps Cupid and Psyche embracing.
Below floor level were two lamps, the head of a figurine, a
small cosmetic pot, a small glazed bowl, a long green-stone
bead, a clay handle ending in the head of a feline animal, and a
bronze kohl stick.

Only four finds were recorded from 259; two small glazed
lamps, a large jar,1 7 and a cone-shaped jar with slit near the
top like a bank. l 8 A second bank 1 9 was discovered in III 45,
which lay almost directly under II 259. Of four banks found,
two came from Level III and two from Level II.

Room 92 opens only on the corridor and is characterized
by very thick walls on the south and north. It might have
served as a janitor's room before the entrance to 77 and 106
but it seems curious, if the baked brick threshold marked the
doorway, that the janitor's room should be in front of it rather
than behind it.

Finds were small and half of them came from below floor
level. Rather interesting was an askos vase with a decorated
(corrugated) handle over the top (Photo 196),2 0 and a jar
handle stamped with a monogram. A glazed jug with one
handle was also found at 1.50 meters below the wall tops. In
the sub floor level there was a second jar with one handle, a
glazed bowl, a small draped figurine, and a flat clay rosette
with hole in the center.

The many finds from the large room 77 were complicated
by the discovery of tomb 166 beneath the floor. There were
two marble or alabaster heads, one from above the floor and
one with inset glass eyes from beneath floor level. Probably
they were both part of acrolithic figurines. Without men­
tioning all the finds, one might call attention to a bone spindle
and whorl, part of a wick in the form of twisted string in
addition to the usual types of lamps, pieces of figurines, and
jars. A large two-handled jar contained bird bones, but its
position in the room was not recorded.

Room 106. A bronze coin from below floor level was
dated A.D. 46/7. A bronze figurine of Eros standing at ease on
a pedestal was recovered, as were a two-handled jar with flat
base and a small round figurine head. From below floor level
came two lamps, three unidentified coins, parts of two fig­
urines, and part of a bone hairpin.
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Fig. 27. Section E, block G6, level II

Section E (Fig. 27)

The west side of the block at Level II divides more con­
veniently into three sections than into four. It seems clear that
section E includes the court 62 and the large room south of it.
Reasonably, therefore, the rooms to the west would be
included in the same section so that the whole covers a third
or more of the length of the block up to the east-west corridor
212.

The plan of the section is unusual. The great entranceway
from street H gives access to an open court bordered by a
baked brick pavement with an open room to the south, an
arrangement very similar to the chief axis in the Level II
house. The entranceway itself (150) is large and contained the
plaster medallion (pl. VIII , 1), which suggests a domed roof.
Apollonius of Tyana speaks of a domed room at Babylon at
this period, the middle of the first century A.D.2 1 but
probably, here, it is safer to interpret the entranceway as a
vault. Perhaps originally the rooms 61-54 formed the second
axis of the house, that is the women 's quarters with court
bordered with baked brick and open room to the south.
Support for such a supposition is furnished by the lack of any
other monumental entranceway on the block. Normally the

section entrance is through side rooms and might in this case
have been through the alleyway 19x-105, or from street 6 or
both.

With 61-54 employed as an impressive reception room the
second axis is transferred to 17x-64, a north-south apartment
with open court bordered by baked brick, an open room to
the south, and a closed supplementary room 122 to the north.
Since the axis and its flanking rooms to west and east are
accessible from the rest of the house only through corridor 53,
this arrangement is rather striking. It is almost as if a small
independent apartment were introduced into the larger frame­
work of the section. In both sections A with the secondary
axis 36-34 and section G with the axis 97-96, the move is in
this direction, but nowhere is it so apparent as in section E.

The large court 186 with the adjacent rooms does not fit
into the usual pattern, the most noticeable deficiency being
the lack of a north-south axis and paved court. They do not
seem conveniently located either for stables or for business, if
the work had frequent visitors from outside . The possibilities
will be discussed when the finds are studied.

In the Second Preliminary Report the block was considered
to be a single palace of which the chief entrance was the rooms
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150-61. On page 54 Yeivin reports on a foundation deposit as
follows: "Under the foundations of the burnt-brick pier (or
door jamb) on the west side of the main entrance to the
building (doorway between rooms 150 and 61 Level II) was
found the carcass of a pig. It was adorned with a necklace of
several glazed beads; near its chest were some fragments of
sheet bronze (so broken up it was impossible to identify either
their original shape or use) and a lump of ochre. On the ribs
were fragments of one bronze and two bone hairpins (?) and a
bone figurine of a woman laid face downward; near by was a
small bronze coin. Obviously here was a foundation offering
made to the genii protecting the entrance of the house."

The largest court and liwan in section E are 62-108 on the
east side of the section. Still larger, however, are the central
units in sections F and G. The larger size in the west half of
the block is consistent with the larger sections which divide
this half of the block into thirds instead of into quarter
sections. The roofing of room 108 must have been a problem.
There was no indication of either columns or vault. Originally,
probably a broad border of baked brick paved the court rather
than that the baked bricks covered the whole area.

Rooms 62, 108, 56 (the great court and rooms to south and
north).

In 62 were discovered part of a marble statuette with one
inset eye missing and two Parthian bone figures. It is worth
noting in passing that the use of marble in figurines (usually
acrolithic) and the Parthian bone figures are considerably
more frequent in this level. The Parthian bone figures are
found both in tombs and in houses. A small marble statuette
of a reclining lion came from beneath floor level and from this
same level part of a seven burner lamp with the representation
of a crouching dog (only the hind quarters remaining). There
were two spindle whorls, a ring with twisted wire clasp, two
coral beads from the brickwork, and a bronze kohl stick with
shovel-shaped end. There were 14 lamps, one from the liben
and three from below floor level; parts of seven figurines, one
of which showed a small head attached to a pilaster, a number
(5) of unidentified coins, two one-handled jars and one
cosmetic pot.

Room 108, though very large, yielded comparatively few
finds. There were a fragment of a glass pitcher, a stamped jar
handle, five figurines (one from the brickwork of the east
wall), a single lamp from below floor level, two unidentified
coins, and one cosmetic pot.

From below floor level came a plaster loom weight of
oblong shape with a tee in relief; an ornamental clay pilaster,
triangular in section; and, from the brickwork of the south
wall, the arm of a figurine or doll.

From the brickwork of the west wall came a fragment of a
glazed jar with pierced handle or spout (probably a feeding
bottle) and two coins, one dating from 121-83 B.C., the other
of Vologases III (A.D. 176-7).

Room 56 has a single entrance in the middle of the south
side. It is unusually long and large for the room on the north
of the main axis. Beneath the floor was vault 90,22 which had
been thoroughly looted and yielded only a little gold foil and a
glass bottle.

From the top of the level came a draped female figure
apparently carrying a child in her arms, and a small glazed
lamp. A coin of 280-261 B.C. was found in the liben, two

unidentified coins came from beneath the floor, and in the
.brickwork of the east wall were found another coin (uniden­
tified) and a glazed lamp.

Rooms 63, 86 (the apartment off the entrance hall 61).
Rooms 63 and 86 form an apartment opening on the recep­

tion hall and except for the little alcove 18x are the only
rooms immediately accessible from the hall. They might,
therefore, form an andron in the Greek form since they seem
too large for janitor's quarters.

Room 63. A small plaster capital (l0 x 10.5 centimeters)
with a man's head between acanthus leaves suggests a decora­
tive door jamb. Parts of two figurines (female heads) were
recovered, a small glazed lamp and what appeared to be a bone
die though it was flat rather than cubical in form. From the
sub floor level came part of a plaque with the relief of a nude
figure.

The finds from room 86 were scarcely more enlightening.
Of three coins in the brickwork of the north wall, one identi­
fied belonged to the period 145-141 B.C. Four unidentified
coins were found also in the south wall. A bronze bead was
recovered from the north wall brickwork and a clay decorative
fragment from the south wall. From the room itself came four
lamps and a clay representation of a ram's head supporting a
low pedestal between its horns.

Rooms 61,54, 150 and 18x (the entrance halls).
These rooms form the entrance apartment and the vestibule

or gateway itself. Architectural fragments are listed in the
Second Preliminary Reportr : from room 150 but in the
catalogue from room 61. There are heads between acanthus or
vine leaves which are obviously pilaster or column capitals,
part of the curved face of an archway with plaster decoration,
and a medallion 60 centimeters in diameter in the form of a
whirling circle with head in the center. Apparently the decora­
tive arch or vault belonged to the passageway between 61 and
150 and there was confusion at first in the discovery as to
which room it belonged to. Manassehe" suggests that room
150 had a flat ceiling with the gypsum medallion in the center.
The medallion would be most appropriate for a domed room
but both the medallion itself and the scroll pattern around it
seem designed for a flat roof. The open entrance on the street
and the small alcove to the east of the room suggest a vaulted
chamber. Manasseh remarks that the right jamb of the gate was
missing but that its position was marked in the brickwork of
the pavement. A piece of decorative plaster in the debris of the
gateway shows the gate was arched. Exactly under it and a few
inches below the brick sill was the skeleton of the foundation
sacrifice mentioned above.

Manasseh supposed that the whole block comprised one
palace and room 150 formed its chief entrance. It seems more
reasonable to divide the block into at least seven large sections,
but it may be remarked that there is only one large and
impressive entranceway in the block.

A second curious feature is that rooms 61-54 forming the
reception rooms correspond very closely to the chief north­
south axes in the individual units, since the rooms are oriented
in the same way, and have the northern room or court paved
with a baked brick border and giving access to an open room
on the south.
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In addition to the plaster fragments listed under 61, there
were two lamps, two unidentified coins (one from the brick­
work of the pavement, one from the west wall), parts of three
figurines, and a clay pitcher. A part of a marble cosmetic vase
was found at 1.70 meters, the marble torso of a figurine in the
brickwork of the west wall, and an iron spearhead on the
burnt brick pavement.

The foundation deposit was listed in 150 under the west
door jamb. From below floor level came a coin of A.D.
46/7-47/8. A second identified coin belonged to the period
145-141 and 140-123 B.C. There were a bone Parthian figure,
a bone separator, a clay pawn, part of a bronze kohl stick, and
three glaze insets.

Very few finds were recorded from 54: an iron ring, a flat
urn-shaped pendant, a cosmetic pot, a bone pin with both ends
sharp, and five coins, the only one identified dating from
121-83 B.C.

The finds in 18x corresponded in catalogue date to the
finds in section C, particularly with room 74 which is adjacent
to it in section C.

Before leaving this part of section E, one may call attention
to the very long and narrow room 16x just west of the alley­
way and to the irregular cutting of the wall surface along street
10. Room 16x may appropriately be interpreted as a stairway
leading to the roof, rather than to a second story, and the
irregular facing may be attributed to the overlap of wooden
beams used to strengthen the mud brick at intervals, as was
seen also in section D.

Finds from the little corridor 55 running between the
reception rooms and the main axis were few but the discovery
of an iron arrowhead on the floor seemed significant in con­
junction with the iron ~earhead from the brick pavement of
61. Manasseh remarksf that the burned debris in the north­
east corner of the block had originally been attributed to Level
I but later was shown to belong to Trajan's invasion. The
weapons on the floors of section E may reflect the final attack
before the collapse of the houses.

Some ornate bronze handles were found, a part of a
figurine of a bowlegged figure with the head gone, a small
plain bronze earring, a glazed lamp, and, from below the floor
level, a pot cover and a cosmetic pot.

Rooms 64, 17x and 122 (the women's court with room to
north).

Rooms 64 and 17x. The finds are listed together since the
few items under 17x are designated as west of room 18 in
section C. The large central apartment with the rooms on the
east, north, and west comprise almost an independent unit
within the section with a single entrance. As it stands the
apartment is composed of an open court with a border of
baked brick pavement (17x) north of a great open room, and
surrounded on three sides by comparatively small, narrow
rooms. Perhaps exception should be made as to the size of 122
on the north. It extends the width of the court and has a fairly
large breadth.

Manasseh2
6 calls attention to the fact that the outer walls

of the seven rooms around court and liwan 64-17x as well as
the walls of 52 and the south wall of 53 were faced with burnt
brick containing a number of grooves about six inches wide.2 7

He suggests, therefore, that originally these walls bounded a
large open court which was later divided by walls of unburnt

brick. Similar grooves were explained by Dr. Jordan at
\ Warka2 8 as mural decorations, like the grooves associated with
decorative niches and engaged columns.

In view of the Parthian preference for small engaged
columns, obviously imitating wooden supports, as decorative
elements in facades it seems reasonable to restore wooden
pilasters or engaged columns. A similar arrangement, though
made in baked brick and blind arches, was the interior orna­
ment for the hypaethral temple A. There is no suggestionof a
temple here. Rather, the great open room was parallel to the
great court in section F. Originally an open room should have
flanked it on the south. The section E is very comparable in
size to section F and would appropriately, therefore, have had
a court and liwan of somewhat the same size as that in section
F (rooms 205-203). If this were true in section E, the rooms
54-61 would probably have served as the women's quarters. A
coin found beneath the floor belonged to A.D. 69-70, and it is
possible that the reconstruction or rearrangement of the house
occurred at that time. It is obvious, I believe, that a number of
alterations occurred in the section during the course of the
period.

A plaster fragment of a coffered arch probably belongedto
the doorway paved with baked brick at the south end of the
room. There may have been blind arches, however, along the
sides of the room.

A large vaulted tomb of baked brick (131) lay beneath the
floor of the room and disturbed the normal stratification. This
accounts probably for a coin of Demetrius 146-140 B.C.
recovered from the sub floor level.

The vault had been looted and the skeletons thrown out of
the four loculi into the central area. Remains of at least 14
were recovered and a large number of small finds was de­
scribed by Yeivin.2 9

Except for the tomb the finds in proportion to the sizeof
the room were remarkably small. There were five lamps, one
of which came from the sub floor level, one from the liben;
three unidentified coins (one of which was below the floor);
parts of eight figurines (one from below the pavement); two
cosmetic pots; three jars; parts of two marble figurines; and a
small draped bone figure with pointed headdress. From below
floor level were recovered also two whorls, a pot-stand, a
bronze object with iron end, and a rectangular pedestal with
the feet of a standing figure resting upon it.

Room 122 occupies the area north of the court and formsa
fairly large spacious room with the entryway on the west
corner.

A cosmetic pot was found in room 122 as was a clay sep­
arator for baking or storing pottery and, from the south wall,
came a lamp with wick (suggesting discovery in a niche rather
than in the brickwork) and the lower part of a figurine, the
legs adorned with anklets.

Rooms 99, 95, 88 (rooms east of the court 64, 17x).
A marble plaque was found in room 99 perhaps once, as the

catalogue suggests, inscribed with cuneiform text; a Parthian
bone figurine, a one-handled jar or pitcher and from below
floor level, the head of a figurine. In a large round-bottomed,
two-handled jar the bones of a large bird were found. The
room forms an alcove off the east end of room 122.

Rooms 95 and 88. On the east side of the court and
parallel with room 99 lay rooms 95 and 88. Both have single
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entrances to the court. The rather strikingly similar arrange­
ments to east and west of the liwan with narrow rooms suggest
an arch with smaller vaults over the side rooms taking the
thrust of the vault. There is only the circumstantial evidence,
however, to support the view.

The only find from room 88 was a broken iron key with
three teeth, found in the mud brick.

From 95 came a small glazed lamp, a stone handle or rod
perforated with seven holes, and an unidentified coin, both
from the brickwork.

Rooms 151, 152, 153 (west of the court and liwan 64, 17x).
These rooms flank the liwan apartment and 122 on the

west. Room 153 is closely parallel to 88 with doorway into 64
near the north end. The doorway to 152 is not preserved.
Presumably it would be parallel to that in 95. The small
entranceway from the street to 151 suggests a side entrance to
the house but no other doorways to 151 are preserved.

The single find listed from 151 is a tee-shaped bronze
instrument; no finds were listed from 152 and of the three
finds recorded from 153, two, a glaze bead and an unidentified
coin, came from the brickwork of the north wall; a small
glazed pilgrim bottle was recovered from the room itself.

Rooms 52 and 53 (south ofroom 64).
A long corridor-like room extends from the middle of 64

east to the middle of 54. It is divided by a small anta into two
parts, with 52 forming the inner section.

An unglazed jar buried beneath the floor of 52 contained a
rich cache of eight pieces of gold and polychrome jewelry.
There was a signet ring, a circular pendant, a pair of earrings, a
nose ring or pendant and a pair of loop-chain bracelets. Since
Braidwood has published and illustrated them.f 0 it is not
necessary to describe them at length here. Their presence in
room 52 seems to identify it as the inner room in the women's
quarters and suggests the whole apartment around liwan 64
served for women's use.

Five coins were found, of which one was identified as
belonging to A.D. 69-70. Beneath the floor level a small un­
glazed lamp and a bronze semispherical bell were discovered.

Room 53 appropriately yielded a bronze disk with rec­
tangular and circular perforations which perhaps belonged to a
lock. The doorway between 53-52 may have been regularly
locked. There was a small unglazed lamp from the room and
two were recovered from beneath the floor along with a long
pointed iron blade with bronze pin, probably part of a scissors,
and the head of a female figurine. A pilgrim flask was
recovered from below floor level, and a figurine head from the
brickwork of the west wall. Below floor level near the founda­
tion of the north wall a part of another figurine was found
representing a head and torso with jar on the shoulder.

Rooms 154, 155, 156 (rooms along street 6 at the north end
of the block).

These rooms form a group along street 6 whose doorways
have been lost. They should probably be interpreted as shops
but the meager finds scarcely testify to active occupancy.

Room 154 yielded a red-burnished bottle,31 a one-handled
cream-colored jug, and, from beneath the floor, five unidenti­
fied bronze coins.

A coin from 155 belonged to the years A.D. 36-40. A small
lamp came from the floor level and also a bronze axe head.
Burial 135 beneath the floor yielded a round glass bead.

Two small glazed lamps were the only finds in 156.

Rooms 186, 69, 247, 2, 50, 233, 234 (rooms in the south
central part).

The purpose of the two large rooms 186 and 69 oriented
longitudinally east and west on the south side of the section is
not clear at all. Room 2 seems to be a small interior room west
of 186, though the doorway is marked with a question mark.
Room 247 forms a connecting corridor on the east side of the
two large rooms and givesaccess to 108 on the north and 11Y
on the south. North of 186 the large room 50 has side rooms
234 and 233 to west and east with access to the court 62 from
233 and a doorway also to corridor 14x-51.

The series of rooms in the west central part of the section
(127,238,239, 13x, and 121) forms a separate apartment and
controls the only access to room 53 and the women's apart­
ment. As the plan stands, very special pains have been taken to
make access to the women's apartment tortuous, almost
labyrinthine and to place beside it another rather independent
apartment.

In the southeast corner of the section, the large room 11Y
is accessible from corridor 247 (and so also from 69) and gives
entrance to the southernmost room 227 as well as 111 and
12Y, the latter a part of the great central court.

On the southwest side of the section the rooms 246, 3Y,
188, 187 comprise a separate unit perhaps attached to section
F. Room 245 seems completely divorced from the neighboring
apartments with a single entrance on street 6.

Room 186 contained two lamps, one from below floor
level, and three coins, one from below floor level in the north­
east corner dating from 141 B.C.; fragments of six figurines,
three of which came from below floor level; one small glazed
jug; one cosmetic pot, in the sub floor level; and one bone
whorl, misshapen and poorly made, from below floor level.
More interesting was a bronze bird with woman's head (a siren
or harpy?), the bronze signet of a ring, a fragment of a plaque
with tiny reclining figure, and, from below the floor, the frag­
ment of a stamped amphora handle.

From room 69 came a curious distribution of bronze coins.
One unidentified Parthian coin came from beneath the floor
level, two were recovered from the brickwork of the south
wall, one from the east wall, two from the north wall, and two
from the west wall. One of those from the west wall found
near the foundations of the wall was dated A.D. 46/7-47/8.
Apparently an occupant of the room was accustomed to
conceal coins in the chinks of the walls.

From the east wall also came fragments of four figurines
and an alabaster foot. Six more fragments of figurines (one an
alabaster torso) came from below floor level (two of which
belonged to grotesque or demon figures) and two other frag­
ments, one an alabaster head from above floor level. There was
also, in clay, the fragment of a plaque with female head and a
part of a large round clay mask, bearded and bald with holes
for eyes.

The only pottery was a one-handled jar found 40 centi­
meters below floor level, a cosmetic pot in the brickwork of
the south wall, and five lamps.
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A round rough disk of bone may have been a pawn; a bone
implement was recovered from the south wall. The b.rick~ork

of the west wall yielded also a cone-shaped clay object Iden­
tified as a jar stopper.

There is no mention in the preliminary reports and the
catalogue of the large circles marked on the map in rooms 60
and 186. These usually define wells or drains and the heavy
border around the circle in 186 denotes a solid edge. No
indication of well or drain is made in the plans of Levels I and
III in these spots so they may be reasonably taken as shallow
reservoirs or drains. The surprisingly thick wall between rooms
69 and 186 indicates that the rooms were roofed.

The connecting corridor 247 between 69 and 186 yielded
only a conical pot cover of clay, a small unglazed lamp, an
unidentified coin from below floor level, the head of a cock
also from beneath floor level, and a square clay object
resembling a clay tablet but without an inscription.

From the inner room 2 on the west side only one object
was recorded, a figurine head from below floor level.

Rooms 50, 233, and 234 form a series directly south of
room 186, and the southern entrance to 50 is close to the
center of the wall. At the same time room 233 has a wide,
probably, therefore, arched entrance to court 62, and it is only
through room 50 that one obtains entrance to the women's
quarters and the apartment to the west.

From beneath the floor level of 233 came a lamp, and from
the brickwork, the head and bust of a figurine. Most
interesting also, from the mudbrick was a clay medallion 2.7
centimeters in diameter representing on the obverse a nude
warrior advancing and on the reverse a Nike on the prow of a
ship.

In room 50 part of a small cuneiform clay tablet was found
in the brickwork of the south wall. There were nine lines on
one side and five on the other. Another fragment was found
near the foundation of the north wall in the brickwork and a
third in sifting the dirt from the brickwork. The fragment of a
bitumen bulla with a profile in relief suggests the room may
have contained records. Perhaps, however, the clay tablet was
contained in the mud bricks and came from an earlier period.
The only identified coin from 24 recovered (23 from the
sifting of wall material) was dated in A.D. 9-10. There were
also 17 insets of glaze and seven beads (one a fragment of
amethyst).
- A small bronze earring was also recovered, a flat bone ring

perhaps belonging to a spindle, a very small plate or stopper of
bitumen, the head of a Parthian bone figure, and a tiny glass
bottle. There were also a number of pieces of figurines (8),
two lamps, and two pieces of pottery, one a cosmetic pot and
one a jug with one handle. A figurine mold for a small, crude
seated figure was recovered from the sub floor level and a bone
inlay piece from 60 centimeters below the highest floor level.

The inner room 234 yielded very little. There was a bronze
bell with ring handle in three fragments, the upper part of a
figurine of woman with harp, and, from the sub floor level, a
small glazed lamp, a piece of pinched clay resembling the
Parthian bone figures but representing perhaps a dog's head,
and part of a figurine of a reclining female figure with pointed
helmet.

Rooms 127, 238, 121, 13x, 239, 89, 51, 14x (the apartment
and corridors in the west-central part of the section).

The room 127 was the largest and obviously the most
important in the apartment, but finds were very few. There
was a Parthian bone figure near burial 107, two heads of clay
figurines, a glazed cosmetic pot, and a bone object recorded as
the leg of a box or a crochet hook. From below floor level
came a bronze spatula in two pieces and from the brickwork
of the west wall an unidentified coin.

A large jar in room 238 contained a small, two-handled
round-bottomed jug, a bowl with incurving rims, and a one­
handled pitcher with narrow base and round body. At floor
level was found the head of a bone hairpin and the marble
torso of a reclining figure. A clay head of a figurine was dis­
covered in the drain beneath the floor and, in the brickwork of
the south wall, a glazed lamp of medium size and a headless
figurine of a draped figure on a pedestal. The figurine was
noteworthy 3 2 because of the drapery with strong vertical
chiton folds between the feet and transparent himation pulled
tightly across the body in the style of the second half of the
second century B.C. The figure was thrown hollow and the
cavity filled in.

Room 121 yielded a bronze coin of Vologases III dated
A.D. 155/6. Since Level II 121 is directly below and cor­
responds closely with Level I room 166, it seems probable that
the bronze coin had penetrated the floor level to the earlier
room. The floors, except in rare cases, are of beaten earth and
by no means perfectly level. The floors in the rooms rise by
successive layers of sand. It is not easy, therefore, either to
distinguish where one layer ends and another begins, or to
determine always which small objects belong to which dirt
floor. In room 121 there were found also: an unidentified coin
from the brickwork of the east wall, parts of five figurines one
of which, a horseman, came from the brickwork of the south
wall and one from below floor level; a two-handled jar, a
shallow clay bowl, a glazed jar of two handles, one long
barrel-shaped glass bead, a glazed bead from below floor level,
a bone whorl, a glass inset (below floor level,) and a gypsum
block with holes for wire attachments (also from below the
floor).

A coin from the small room 239 from beneath the floor
level was dated A.D. 36-40. On the other hand, a bronze coin
from the brickwork of the south wall belonged to the Sassanian
period. One may conclude that the walls continued to stand in
the Sassanian period and that the floor level judged to be the
earliest in Level II perhaps was a middle-period floor or the
floor of Level I.

Listed as also from below floor level were four unidentified
coins, two lamps, part of a figurine (female torso), and a
cosmetic pot. A large figurine head came from the brickwork
of the south wall and the heads of two figurines from above
floor level.

The little alcove 89 off the corridor 51 yielded very little.
There was a headless draped figurine of a woman and a small
unglazed lamp from floor level, two coins (one of oxidized
silver), and a glazed lamp from below floor level. A third lamp
came from the brickwork of the west wall.

Corridor 51 widens appreciably toward the west and it may
have supported a stairway to the roof. A wellhead mentioned
in the catalogue is not indicated on the plan. Perhaps it
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belonged to a drain or a latrine. From the level of the wellhead
came a small glazed lamp, a double comb of bone, and a clay
pierced figurine leg, perhaps belonging to a jointed doll. Part
of a figurine head was found at floor level and another head in
the brickwork of the north wall. Among six coins recovered,
one from the brickwork of the south wall at the level of the
threshold of Level III room 193 was dated A.D. 46-48; the
second in a group of three recovered from the room belonged
to Demetrius I, 162-160 B.C. I suggest the first belonged to
the building period between Levels II and III and the second
to the disturbed strata by the digging of well or drain.

Finds listed under 13 and 14 apparently belong to section C
and none to 13x and 14x.

Rooms 11Y, 227, 111, 12Y (the apartment at the southeast
corner of the section).

The very large room 11Y forms the center of this apart­
ment, and forms an intermediate chamber between the central
court 126 and 12Y through corridor Ill, and the inner
corridor and rooms 247 and 69. On the south of 11Y lies the
narrow alcove 227 according to the later plan. Young's plan3 3

shows a narrow room south of 11Y with entrance at the east
end.

The room 11Y yielded only a single find, a bronze coin
recovered from below floor level but dating from A.D.
169/170-175/6 ofVologases III.

Room 227 contained vault 41 and a large number of finds.
Yeivin reports tomb 41 as below the floor level of room 227
with an entranceway blocked by two basalt blocks. From the
tomb were recovered some gold foil, two basalt fragments, a
large glazed lamp, and an unidentified coin.

The identified coins from the room date from the middle of
the second century B.C. to about the middle of the first
century A.D. There are six belonging to the Demetrii and three
of the period of insurrection, with an occasional one dating in
between. One might conclude, therefore, that the tomb had
been constructed at the beginning of the third period and
continued in use until it was closed just before A.D. 50, or
that it was constructed just before A.D. 50 and in the
construction a number of earlier levels were disturbed. The
tomb was completely looted, but Yeivin, in his catalogue of
burials, suggests that there had been only three burials.

The coins were listed as follows: from below the floor in
227 five unidentified, as well as one of 162-150 B.C. and one
of 141 B.C. From the fill two unidentified, also one of 141
B.C., one of 42-40 B.C., and one of 121-83 B.C. From the
mud brick a coin of A.D. 43-44. The brickwork of the east
wall yielded one of 162-150 B.C.; from the south wall came
four unidentified coins, one of 146-140/39 B.C. and two of
A.D. 43-46. In the west wall, level with the entrance of tomb
41, a coin of 162-150 B.C. was recovered.

It is difficult to reconcile these dates with Level II and I
believe the tomb should be allocated to the third level. At least
it may be considered that it was finally closed at the time of
the siege between A.D. 43 and 50.

Other finds from room 227 all seem to be a part of tomb
furniture or related to the burial. Like the coins, some were
beneath the floor, some in the fill and some found in the
brickwork of the walls. There were three lamps, fragments of
seven figurines, two cosmetic jars, a tiny pilgrim bottle, frag-

ments of a small glass jar, four beads including one of
carnelian, a bone whorl, and an alabaster cosmetic bottle.

A lamp from the corridor III is recorded as found in the
drain, though no drain is marked on the plan. A second lamp
came from deeper digging, possibly Level III. From this same
depth came six unidentified coins and parts of three figurines.

Above floor level in III were found parts of two figurines,
one in the shape of a ram's head and the other a large foot.
There was a jar or pitcher with one handle, and the handle of a
wine jar stamped with a monogram. Two knucklebones, a
bone hairpin, a Parthian bone figurine, a faience amulet in the
shape of a clenched fist, and a head from a plaque or a glazed
jar completed the finds. Rather a representative group they
made, appropriate for an open corridor.

Room 12Y is really an extension of the great central court
226-102-145. Room 12x forms the liwan south of court 68 in
section D and the finds under room 12 in the catalogue do not
make the find spots clear. Since, however, the finds in the
court 68 were all made in the last months of 1930 and the first
month of 1931, whereas the finds in room 12 were all dated
from the last two months of 1931, it seems clear they should
not be placed with those of room 68. Room III lists half the
finds in the final months of 1930 and beginning of 1931, but
the other half in the last month of 1931.

Probably, therefore, all the finds from room 12 belong to
12Y and the finds from 12x were listed under room 68 before
a special division was made into 12x.

Of six coins found all below floor level, one dated from
145-141 B.C., a second from 121-83 B.C., and the third A.D.
9·10. Probably, therefore, the various periods of Level III were
close beneath the floor of Level II, just as in room 227. There
was a bone weaving instrument, a fragment of iron, a bone
whorl, and part of a seated figurine.

Rooms 246, 3Y, 188, 187, 245 (the apartment at the south­
west corner of the section).

A special apartment is formed by three rooms off corridor
246 in the southwest corner, of section E. Entrance is gained
from the street 6 or from corridor 212. The rooms are
removed enough to seem divorced from janitor quarters. They
might be an extension of the residence quarters in section F.
Room 3 lies by itself at the end of the corridor; rooms 186,
187 form a connecting unit.

Room 245, the final room in the section, connects solely
with the street.

Beneath the floor of room 3Y, grave 228 was discovered.
This may belong to Level III since the only identified coin
recovered belonged to 121-83 B.C. It was recorded simply as
found in the grave. It is possible, however, that it might have
been in a stratum disturbed by the digging of the grave.

Finds were very few, suggesting that the room had not been
much occupied. There was a second coin, unidentified, from
the grave and an unidentified bronze coin from the brickwork.
From the brickwork of the grave also came an ornamental
piece of gypsum plaster.

Beneath the floor of the room came part of a seated
figurine represented as playing an instrument and, from floor
level, two unidentified bronze coins and fragments of a clay
plaque or relief.

Room 246 serves as a large entrance way or anteroom to
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the apartment and had two graves, 133 and 136, located
beneath the floor.

Identified coins from the room provide valuable evidence
for its history. Below the floor one coin was dated 121-83 B.C.
and a second 42/40 B.C. The east wall of the room contained
one of 141 B.C. and the west wall three coins dating respec­
tively 123-83 B.C.;A.D. 59-62 and A.D. 83-84. It might be, of
course, that old coins had inadvertently been built into the
bricks but more probably the coins came from deposits
between bricks and the evidence shows that the east and
west walls of the room were built in Level III period and
continued to be used in Level II. The east and west walls of
room 246 correspond in fact with the walls of rooms 231 and
161 of Level III. Unidentified coins were found below the
floor and in both east and west walls. From the brickwork of
the west wall came also a carnelian pendant.

The room yielded a bronze kohl stick, part of a figurine,
and one glazed lamp.

From burial 133 came two beads, and from the skeletons
(3)of burial 136, beads, gold foil, insets, and an iron buckle.
Skeleton 3 possessed a bitumen bead, one of bone, and one of
shell in the form of a bird, items recorded as belonging to an
anklet.

The only finds recorded from room 188 were half of a
female figure with two-knobbed hairdress and a two-handled
cooking pot with wide rim and inside glaze.

The interior room 187 contained six lamps, four of which
were recovered below floor level, part of one clay figurine, and
one headless figurine of alabaster, two unidentified coins and
two whorls of bone. In addition, there was a bronze plate with
rectangular slot in the center (perhaps part of a lock), a bronze
spoon, and a bone hairpin. From below the floor level came a
whetstone, a fragment of a bone pipe, a bead of steatite, and a
clay impression of a seal.

The isolated room 245 with entranceway giving access to
the street contained some sheep bones beneath the floor and
part of a horn. One lamp was found in a sub floor level and a
second slightly lower down with the fragment of a red-jasper
bead.

Section F (Fig. 28)

The largest and most important part of the block, perhaps
it would be better to say the most imposing part, is section F.
Its central location in the middle of the west side, its large
court paved with baked brick, and its impressive liwan with
vaulted roof, together distinguish it from other sections in the
block.

Manassehv'' believed that the whole block (except for the
shops) comprised a single building. "There can be very little
doubt," he states, "that Level II was a single building. Though
it may be divided into various units that are somewhat
isolated, the desire of its architect to produce a homogeneous
plan is quite apparent. The construction of an elaborate
entrance (room 150) surpassing all other entrances, the
presence of a hugh liwan and a court confronting a fire altar
(?), and the connection of this large unit, which was appar­
ently of religious significance, with other units tend to prove
that a building worthy of the name of a palace occupied Level
II. "

This brings up the question of the independent section or

unit, compared with the dependent one, by no means an easy
problem when common walls are the rule. Manasseh's case
would be strengthened a good deal, I believe, if the elaborate
entrance gave fairly easy or direct access to the chief court
and if the great court and liwan lay near the center of the
block. The court and liwan do stand in the middle of the west
side of the block, but an unusual feature of the section is that
they are immediately adjacent to the street 6, except for the
narrow corridor 213-215. There may have been doorways
which were blocked up in later construction (Level I) and
whose thresholds were not identified. As it stands, however,
section F is quite sharply divided from other sections in the
block. The chief entrance is from street 6 through corridor
216-213 and 212-210-207. Rear entrances from the central
court of the block (226-145), give access to an apartment of
small rooms 244, 104, 8x, 49 through 9x and so to corridor
207 or the larger court 23; or directly to 23 through corridor
135 and to the apartment 196, 24, 221. An interior apartment
around the large court 115, is formed by rooms 120, 7x, 117,
and perhaps 171-180. The apartment immediately south of the
great liwan is accessible from section G but not from section
F.

There is not, in my opinion, enough evidence to warrant
the conclusion that all sections in the block belong to one
palace or even that the individual units were controlled by
owners closely related to or dependent on the owner of
section F. All the sections in Level II have shifted from the
Graeco-Iranian two-columned porch to the open liwan, and
section F marks the largest or longest step toward the Parthian
form. It lies immediately below a still larger court and liwan of
Level I but a Level I construction which, as will be seen later,
seems to be part of only one section of the block. Section F,
therefore, represents the intermediate step in the development
of the Parthian house, between Levels II and I, and illustrates
the tendency to increase gradually the size of the individual
unit.

Manasseh3 5 gives the authoritative account of what he calls
the 'western middle suite' as follows: "The section extending
from the corridor (212) to corridor 202 was by far the most
important quarter of this level. Certain walls in it were
seriously damaged by the foundations of later buildings, but
enough remained to indicate its preeminence over the rest of
the block. It was reached from the street directly through a
corridor (212) and indirectly through a court (205), which was
paved and had a hugh south liwan lined with brick materials.
Figure 5 shows a late phase of this complex when the court
was paved and had mastabas 1 foot 2 inches high, on three
sides, and a fire altar (?) in a recess in the court in front of the
liwan. The top of the south mastaba was flush with the floor
of the liwan and formed a step leading up to it; the other two
were used as seats (see pI. XIII, fig. 1). Fragments of pave­
ments in the northern end of the court have suggested the
accompanying restoration of this area (see fig. 7), according to
which the northern ends of the side mastabas were enlarged
into wide platforms divided by a lower aisle leading up to
room 208, where a large and well-built fireplace was located.

"Though very little is known of the religious architecture of
the Parthians, the presence of the fireplace in a recess in the
middle of the north wall of the court facing the liwan of the
palace, with seats and platforms symmetrically arranged on
both sides of it, strongly suggests that here was a fire altar and
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that the liwan and the court with seats and platforms served as
a chapel where the residents of the palace practiced their rites.

"This altar which was built of burnt bricks and coated on
the inside with mud plaster, was pear-shaped and stood about
2 feet high. Its outer dimensions were 6 feet 2 inches by 4 feet
6 inches. The inner receptacle, which was found full of ashes,
was 3 feet 3 inches long, 2 feet 6 inches wide, and 1 foot 8
inches deep (see pl. XII, fig. 2).

"At a still later date the floor of the court rose until it was
as high as the top of the mastabas. Without disturbing the
older pavement a new one was built at that level. The well
shown in the figure belonged to this late occupation.

Fig. 28. Section F, block G6, level II

"The original shape of the sacred area was different. The
huge foundation of an altar (?) was unearthed in the open
court in front of Room 208 and under the aisle which was
constructed later (see pl. XIII, fig. 1). The corridor (212) was
then divided into three rooms and another corridor originally
displaced 204, 208 and 211. The side walls of the court (205)
converged toward the liwan as if the architect intended to
make the altar appear nearer than it was, to a man standing at
the back of room 203.

"In the present restoration (fig. 7) [fig. 29] a vault has been
suggested above the crude brick walls of the liwan. This seems
to be the logical development after the abolishment of the
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Fig. 29. Restoration of vault, court and liwan

colonnaded porticoes prevalent in Level III. A series of tests
made on samples of unburnt bricks from this building have
shown a compressive strength able to carry safely the
maximum stress produced by a vault spanning the widest liwan
found here."

The arrangements of the chief rooms, the paved court in
front of a great liwan to the south, the north-south orienta­
tion, and the lesser rooms on the north side echoes the usual
plan of the private home as exhibited in the other sections of
the block. The altar in the center of the south side, the
position of the chief apartment close to the block and the
series of corridors or narrow rooms which flank the north end
and separate it from the rest of the rooms suggest an apart­
ment of special purpose.

It is noticeable in Level I that though the area of the court
and liwan remains very much the same, the west side of the
house is pushed forward to provide a series of rooms on the
west side of the court. A more normal house plan is then
attained with the court and liwan closer to the center.

If Manasseh is right that the great foundation beneath the
pavement in front of room 208 represented the foundations of
an altar, then religious ceremonies must have played a
conspicuous part in the life of the building. As it stands the
altar cannot be ignored; its central position argues for special
importance, the little side rooms (211 and 204) remind one of
the tripartite division of Syrian temples in the Roman period,
and the corridor around the shrine may have been devised as
an ambularium. In this case the position close to the street
may have been established so that easy access to the shrine
might have been attained by those not belonging to the house­
hold and, as Manasseh suggested, the court with seats and
platform served as a chapel.

Manasseh speaks of a fire altar. Probably a better term here
would be an altar of burnt offering, for the Iranian term of fire
altar designated the altar of continual sacred fire, inappro­
priate for an open court even though the fire niche might have
been protected with curtains.

The Parthian temples were not infrequently oriented to the

south3 6 so that the position of the altar at the north end of
the court would be appropriate for a Parthian sanctuary. There
is no evidence that the corridors served as an ambularium.
Perhaps they merely separated the building from the adjacent
rooms. Perhaps this was the original purpose of an ambularium
corridor.

At Hatra the sanctuary of the sun god was attached to the
great liwan of the palace, located at the west end. The building
at Hatra was a separate one, however, and possessed an
ambularium all its own.

Evidence for private shrines or sanctuaries inside Parthian
buildings is not known. One may recall that the Parthian
religious structure attached to the Anu-Antrum precinct at
Warka is very small. 3 7 On the other hand an altar or small
sanctuary in Hellenistic and Roman houses is not unusual.

The sanctuary at Seleucia seems to stand halfway between
the temple and the household cult. The lack of precinct and
the incorporation in the house preclude a temple. On the other
hand the plan and arrangements, particularly the prominent
position of the altar, argue for more than an ordinary house­
hold shrine. Perhaps then one should recall what might be
called the 'altar cult' exhibited on some of the Parthian
dipinti. At Dura the dipinto on the wall of room W14 in the
temple of Azzanathkona represented a cult scene of larhibol.
The god, with rayed head, is represented standing on a
pedestal beside which a sacrificant places an offering on an
altar. The presence of a mounted rider immediately beside the
priest suggests the scene is the open air and not inside a
temple. 3 8 Similarly at Assur, the dipinto on a large jar shows
the offering on an altar with the divinities represented along­
side but without any suggestion of niche or temple. 3 9 A
Parthian plaque from Dura 4 0 represents a figure in the quilted
costume of the Parthians placing an offering in a small altar
beside him. The busts of the sun and moon are represented
above his shoulders.

Scenes of sacrifice at an altar are of course very common
especially at Dura and Palmyra.f ' They belong appropriately
to the temples. The question is whether the Parthians had
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semi-private religious ceremonies in shrines located within or
immediately adjacent to the private dwelling place and based
simply around the altar of sacrifice. One recalls that the
temples of Mithra were small and the brotherhoods were kept
to very limited numbers. In the house at Seleucia there is
nothing of the secrecy or the mysticism of the Mithra cult nor
is there any suggestion of the cave or grotto of Mithraic
representations (unless perhaps a vaulted roof covered the altar
area). A very interesting possibility is, however, that the
Parthians possessed small cults, sometimes family groups, and
that these were related to the Mithraic organizations through a
basic Iranian origin.

Against the interpretation of the fire altar, attention may
be called to the very rough and irregular sides of the altar (pl.
VIII,2)42 a clear indication that the top was never intended
to stand above floor level. It was not really an altar, therefore,
but a fire box which might have been used simply for cooking.
The rather prominent place suggests more than a kitchen. If
the whole block were one palace there would be justification
for giving the fire box greater consideration. It is quite possible
that the fire was on occasion the center for ceremonies and it
is difficult to go beyond this limited conclusion at present.
Manasseh's suggestion that the whole block was contained in a
single palace seems unjustified.

Before leaving the plan of the house as a whole one might
mention the lack of clearly defined women's quarters or
secondary court-liwan apartments. Very probably rooms 23,
115, and 196, as well as 207 in the later phase, were open to
the sky and formed interior courts with a series of rooms as
apartments around them. Closest to the court-liwan arrange­
ment would be 196 with 189/182. Here the room on the south
has the same width as the court, and a broad entranceway
connects the two. The smallness of the unit, however, and the
irregularities in the court plan, distinguishes even this apart­
ment from the usual type in Level II.

Rooms 203, 205, 208, 211, 204 (the court, liwan, and rooms
to the north).

Of all the rooms in the block, the vaulted ceiling in the
Parthian style is most appropriate to room 203. The wide
central span, the side walls set apart from or supported by
architectural features to east and west, even the two doors at
the south end, all mark it as typical of the great Parthian
palace liwans. It marks here the chief room of the house, not, I
believe, a part of temple or sanctuary.

Finds from 203 were numerous but not exceptional in
character.

Grave 29 lay just below the first level stratum. From it were
recovered some skeletal material, the fragment of a nail, and
an unidentified coin. Probably a fragment of gold foil at 3
meters came from the burial.

A coin recovered from beneath floor level was dated A.D.
59/62. A second coin recorded as being beside the third level
dated from 162-150 B.C. From the brickwork of the south
wall came a coin belonging to the beginning of the third level
145-141 B.C. or 140-123 B.C. Since the south wall belongs
exclusively to the second level, it seems strange so early a coin
should be recovered from it unless it had been made into the
mud brick. Three unidentified coins were recovered from the
brickwork of the south wall, and four from the brickwork of
the east wall, not to speak of two from floor level and three

from the sub floor level. Two lamps were recovered from the
brickwork of the east wall and one from the foundations of
the west wall; eight were found at floor level and two below it.

Of eight figurines, three were found in the sub floor level
(an ape holding an instrument, a horse, and a figure holding an
object above the head), two were from the brickwork of the
west wall, and one from the brickwork of the south wall.
From floor level came part of a figurine of two figures seated
on a couch and a small nude female figure.

Pottery consisted of three cosmetic pots, two bowls, four
jugs, and, from the sub floor level, a large reddish plate. There
were several pieces of bronze: two fragments of an instrument,
a small weight, parts of two ornaments, and a ring. A spear­
head of iron was recovered from the brickwork of the west
wall and a fragment with wood attached in the brickwork of
the east wall but at the third level.

Perhaps more significant was a votive leg of clay and part of
a Parthian bone figurine. It seems hard to believe that the
scattered finds had any real relationship to altar or cult. There
was a bone ring (perhaps to support a round-bottomed jug), a
string separator, two beads, a stone whorl, a bone hairpin, toy
cart wheels of clay, and a shell pawn. Part of a mold of plaster
broken in four pieces was recovered from the sub floor level. A
clay medallion with a fish in molded relief was also recorded.

Room 205. The large well is drawn on the map. A second
well is mentioned in the catalogue, but it may have been a
shallow drain since only one large jug and a small storage jar
were recovered from it.

One coin from below the wellhead dated from A.D. 9-10;
two others, one from the sub floor level, the second from
beneath the well, dated from 162-150 B.C. Other coins (8)
were unidentified but one was recorded from the jar drain.
Parts of 13 figurines were recovered of which three were clay
animals, a horse's head, a duck's head, and a humped bull; a
fourth was a small jade piece in the form of a rabbit. Nine
lamps, one of common type came from well 2 and one of the
open bowl variety. In pottery there was a blue glazed stamped
handle of an amphora, a large shallow glazed bowl, two small
one-handled jugs and two with two handles, two cosmetic
pots, two pot covers, and a tiny elongated jug. A large storage
jar was stamped with three symbols one of which resembled
the anchor. Part of a small glazed column may have belonged
to an altar.

There was the blade of an iron knife and part of a whet­
stone as objects appropriate to a sacrificial altar. Also found
were a number of pins or bone kohl sticks (8), several insets
(4) and beads (8), as well as a pendant of faience and bronze.
A pawn of ivory or bone, part of a bone Parthian figurine, a
bone die, and two whorls have little to do with a cult.

There was one glass rod and also one bronze rod over glass
discovered at the top of a sealed (but empty) jar. Part of the
clay capital of a column was also recovered and a clay loom
weight from the sub floor level.

On the whole, all the finds from 205 and 203 (as well as
2(8) may be related to the finds from individual houses
though it is possible that some, as might be anticipated, were
especially related to the altar and to sacrifice. There is no real
indication at least of the nature of the cult or of the special
divinity invoked.

From room 208, the place of the altar itself, only one lamp,
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one unidentified coin, and a second lamp allocated to Level III
with its central drain, were recovered.

It is not clear on the plan whether the designation 205
covers more than the paved court. In the catalogue a number
of finds are listed under 209 and the dates of discovery
correspond with finds listed under 205 and with one (of three)
in 208. No room 209 in Level II is recorded 'on the plan. I
believe, therefore, that the space between the paved court and
the north rooms was originally numbered separately 209 and
that the number was eliminated when it was found it belonged
to the open court. The hypothesis is strengthened by mention
of a brick pillar of the third level. It seems appropriate at any
rate to list the finds in 209 here.

Most interesting is a bitumen sealing inscribed
l:wSp] a1ToSt/dis found near the brick pillar of the third level,
and three salt tax sealings of bitumen. A bronze coin from the
southwest corner was dated A.D. 9-10. There were three
glazed lamps, one of which came from the sub three level, and
the fragments of four figurines. One clay vessel was in the
form of a fish; there were two cosmetic pots, a one-handled
jug from the sub floor level, and a shallow bowl. Recovered
also were a player's pawn of bone, a pointed bone instrument,
and part of a bronze tweezers. A large rectangular piece of lead
may have been a weight as may also have been a piece of
bronze, or basalt, with Greek letters around the base. Finally
the catalogue mentions a Parthian bone figurine and, from the
sub floor level, an iron spearhead.

From the little side room 211, came a coin of A.D. 133-4
(brickwork of the west wall), an autonomous coin of the time
of Demetrius from the north wall (145-141 and 141-123 B.C.),
and one, apparently of the Sassanian period, also from. the
north wall. The only other find was a lamp from the south
wall.

Room 204 also yielded three identified coins: one of A.D.
43-44, a second of A.D. 39-40, and a third of 38/37-32/31
B.C. There were three unidentified coins; two lamps, one of
crude reddish clay of the sub floor level; a clay figurine head; a
glaze inset from the brickwork of the south wall and a heavy
iron spike.

Rooms 213, 216, 212, 210, 207, 206 (the corridors around
the court and liwan).

The corridors around the court consist of 213,216, 212,
210,207, and 206. There are doorways between some of the
divisions but no obstruction except the wall between 206 and
207. The wall divides the east corridor into two long narrow
rooms comparable in width to the corridors 212 and 213. The
doorway between 207 and 205 allows for circumambulation
of the altar but a balanced plan calls for a junction between
206-207 and the court entrances at the south ends. If the
court were the liwan, the corridors would represent the vaults
absorbing the thrust of the great hall. As it stands, the long
wide corridors running around three sides of the court suggest
a particular arrangement made for a special purpose.

The earlier plan of the block by H. Young4 3 shows room
207/210 as a single, large rectangular room. The later plan of
the block represents this space as broken up into a corridor
207 on the west continuing the line of corridor 206 but
separated from it by a wall with no doorway. Room 210 has
become a small separate room in the northwest corner and 227
is a small room in the northeast corner with an open end

rather than a doorway on the north. The corridor 244 con­
tinues on until it meets corridor 207 and its south wall forms
the north wall of a new room numbered 49.

Apparently in the later period (the first one excavated), the
smaller units had been incorporated in the one large room
207/210. In the earlier phase, the corridor around 205 was
maintained and 207 had been broken up into small units.

To east and west of the liwan 203 small side rooms
correspond to not unusual arrangements in the architecture of
the private house. The unusually thick wall south of the liwan
enclosing perhaps a staircase (room 202) suggests the support
for a pitched vault over the great hall.

Room 213 to the west of the court yielded a large rec­
tangular steatite bead, fragments of three figurines, and the
bone bottom of a small circular box. From the brickwork of
the west wall two glazed lamps and a glass bead were
recovered.

Most interesting were the coins. In a hoard of five dis­
covered in the mud brick wall, one was dated 121-83 B.C.
Another coin of the same date was recovered from the brick­
work of the west wall. Curiously enough, from the same wall
came a coin of A.D. 129/30-132/33. Two coins from the east
wall were unidentified as were five others from the west wall.

In 216 skeletal material was recovered from skeletons 10
and 12 in grave 231, and a coin from the brickwork of the
west wall belonged to 38/7-32/1 B.C. There was the bezel of a
bronze ring from the brickwork of the west wall, a clay
fragment perhaps belonging to a box from the same wall, and a
clay bead.

The grave 213 lay beneath the floor of 212 and yielded bits
of cloth from under the shoulder bone. One of four coins
found beneath the floor level was identified as A.D. 45/6. Of
three coins from the north wall, one belonged to the period
2/1 B.C.-A.D. 4/5. Two from the south wall were unidentified.

Otherwise from 212 there were three figurines includinga
small draped figure of alabaster, a fragment of a bone flute,
one cosmetic pot, one glazed bowl, and four lamps, three from
below floor level, one from the brickwork of the north wall.

In room 210 a coin was found in grave 36 beneath the
floor. From the sub floor level came also a figurine of a
bowlegged figure (head and feet gone). The only other finds
were a clay pot cover and a fragment of bronze, perhaps the
chest with cuirasse of a statuette.

Room 207 yielded a small glazed jug, a broken bone hair­
pin, the figurine of an animal (perhaps a camel), an uniden­
tified coin, an inset of glaze, and, from the sub floor level,
fragments of a shepherd's pipe.

Room 206 added very little: several quarts of charred dates
in the ashes of the northwest corner, two unidentified coins
from the mudbrick, a jug with thick buff slip, a small figurine
of mother and child, and, from the brickwork of the east wall,
a fragment of an animal figurine.

Rooms 215, 41x, 21 (rooms at the southwest corner of section
F).

The separate apartment south of corridor 213 and west of
the south end of the liwan 203 consisted of the three rooms
215, 41x, and 21. (In the early plan, the single room 21
includes both 21 and 41x).

The only finds from 215 were a broken bracelet of bone or
ivory, an iron nail, a jug of one handle, and, from the brick-
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work of the west wall, fragments of a broken pendant or
pendants of shell.

Only three finds were recorded from room 41x, and these
have to be divided between room 41 (a part of 41-190 in
section A) and 41x. A comparison of digging dates suggests
that the fragment of gold foil might be assigned to 41Y in
section A and a small glazed lamp to 41x. The only find was a
medium large one-handled pot recorded as intrusive from an
infant burial of Level I. The dates of digging do not make it
clear to which room it should be ascribed.

Only two finds are recorded from 21: a small turbaned
figurine head and, from the sub floor level, a head and bust
with tall instrument (harp?) at the right side.

Rooms 168,27,214/25 (rooms east of the liwan).
On the other side (east) of the liwan a small apartment is

formed by rooms 168,27, and 214/25 which give entrance to
the larger apartments on the north, south and west.

The only finds recorded from the narrow room 168 are a
bead seal from the south wall, a bronze ring and from below
the floor level, two unidentified coins, and an inscribed bone
whorl.

The larger room 27 yielded only fragments of a thin broad
bronze blade, and, from below the floor, two beads, one of
green glass, one of green glaze, and an inset of glaze and one of
glass.

Perhaps the most interesting find from 214 was a seated
figurine with crown of red and gold. The body was covered
with white paint; there was black paint around the eyes. It
may have represented a divinity.

Parts of three other figurines were recovered, two from the
north wall, one from the east wall. From the north wall came
also a glazed lamp; a glassbead came from the west wall and a
clay pawn from the east. A coin from the foundations of the
west wall belonged to the period A.D. 3640. Three other
coins, two from the north and one from the east walls, were
unidentified.

The single find listed from room 25 was a figurine of a
figure seated on a pedestal with a pot on the left shoulder.

Rooms 23, 49, 8x, 9x, 104 (the open room east of the great
court and the apartment to the north).

Room 23 has five doorways, one to 214/25, one to 206,
one to 49, chief room to the apartment to the north, one
through 135 to 196, chief room to the apartment to the east,
and one through 159 and 26 to 115, the court to the apart­
ment to the north.

Room 23 itself is large and probably represented an open
court with paved brick thresholds. It is difficult to fit it into
the pattern of court and liwan, however, since 159 forms an
intermediate room between 27 and 26 as well as between 23,
26, and 115. Grave 211 was discovered beneath the floor and a
central drain is mentioned in several of the finds, but it is not
indicated on the plan.

One coin of a hoard of six found near the foundations of
the west wall dated back to 103/2-84/3 B.C. One found near
grave 211 belonged to A.D. 15/6-16/7 and one of four found
beneath the floor (and previous to the discovery of the drain)
belonged to A.D. 119-120. Four other coins were unidentified.

From the drain came also a glazed lamp, a figurine of a
horseman, a glazed bowl, a glazed bead, an ivory die (near the
drain), and a ring of leather.

There were six other lamps, one of which came from the
brickwork of the west wall, seven parts of figurines, two from
the room, one from beneath the floor, and four from the
brickwork of the west wall. The bronzes consisted of a ring
with decorative front and the fragment of a spatula. Of iron
there was part of an instrument from beneath the floor and
part of a tube from the brickwork of the west wall. Three
fragments of lead were found, two of which belonged
together, and a piece of architectural plaster decorated with
drapery and the arm of a human figure.

Opening off room 23 on the north is room 49 with an
apartment of narrow rooms and corridors on the north and
east giving eventually into the great central court (226) as a
rear entrance to section F.

In the later phase of the period, 49 and 244, as remarked
above, belonged to the large open room 207. Only two finds
were recorded from 49, an unidentified coin and the lower
part of a female figurine. Room 8x had no recorded finds and
room 9x only one unidentified coin. The corridor 244 yielded
a turbaned, bearded figurine head, a square lead weight, and,
from below the floor, a clay pot cover.

A number of finds is recorded from the narrow little room
104 most of them from a well, designated as in the lower part
or "below reconstruction." Since no well is indicated in this
section of Level III, the well may be a drain connected with
the pavings of baked brick or a latrine.

From the room itself was recovered a figurine spout in the
form of an animal's head (part of a sima?), a small female
figurine head, an animal's head and neck, a glass inset, and a
steatite bead. From the well or drain a coin of Vologases III
(A.D. 149/50·155/6), two unidentified coins; the lower part of
a glazed theriomorphic vase, a fragment of glass, a bronze
pawn, a large clay figurine head and a glazed lamp.

Rooms 196, 182/189, 135, 24, 221 and 160 (the apartment
on the east side of the section).

East of court 23 is a separate apartment with a private
entrance from the central court of the block (226) and a
doorway into court 23. The apartment consists of a series of
rooms on three sides of the central room or court 196. The
apartment may have served as women's quarters since the chief
room lies to the south of the court and maintains the
same width. The southern room is, moreover, approached
through a monumental door, so fulfilling, at least in part, the
criteria for a second axis. Room 135 forms an anteroom or
vestibule; room 160 presumably belonged to this apartment
(though room 138 which also has no clearly marked doorway
was allocated to section B); rooms 24 and 221 are certain, the
room 182/189 completes the series.

Finds from room 196 were not numerous. There were five
unidentified coins from the walls and below the floor level;
three lamps (two glazed from beneath floor level, one unglazed
from the debris), a small broken figurine head, a one-handled
jug from near the top of a third level well beneath the floor in
the center of the room, a stone pendant from the brickwork of
the east wall, and a clay bead from the brickwork of the south
wall.
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Finds from room 182/189 were small in spite of the size of
the room. There was one cosmetic pot from the upper debris
and two glazed lamps (one from the south wall), one with
fragments of the wick, and one unglazed lamp.

In the entrance room 135, two coins (of six) were iden­
tified; one from beneath floor level of 4240 B.C., the other
from the floor level of A.D. 3640. One glazed lamp was
recovered from the floor and a mold of half a ram's head,
glazed inside. From beneath the floor level came a bronze kohl
stick and a clay toy wheel.

In the northeast corner of room 135, but perhaps beneath
floor level, was a group of jars glazed on the necks inside and
out. Two bowls were recovered at 60 centimeters, one glazed,
the other lined with bitumen. Unusual was a kernos with tube
for carrying liquid found level with the doorway.

Room 160 yielded only a glazed saucer, a bowl of coarse
clay, and, from beneath the floor, a coin of 175-164 B.C.

No finds were recorded from 24 and from 221 only part of
a molded piece, perhaps a fish, an ivory kohl stick from
beneath the floor, part of a bone hairpin from the brickwork
of the north wall, and an unidentified coin from the brickwork
of the west wall.

Rooms 159, 26, 115, 117, 120, 7x, 180, 171 (the apartment
in the southeast corner of section F).

In room 159 a coin from the brickwork of the north wall
was identified as belonging to the period 121-83 B.C. One
from below the floor level belonged to the autonomous
period. The rest, five from the north wall, one from the west,
were unidentified. There was one small glazed lamp, a jug and
a green glazed pot (below floor level), and a bone whorl. From
the brickwork of the north wall came an iron arrowhead and a
glass bead, and from the east wall an alabaster stopper. In
addition there was a stone weight and a number of figurines; a
small figure from the brickwork of the north wall as well as a
torso with bright red paint, and three beads; from the south
wall, a head with cap; a plain clay head, and a head of
alabaster with black (bitumen?) perruque.

Only two finds were recorded from room 26 but one was a
coin of A.D. 43/445/6 from below the floor. The other was a
black stone diamond-shaped inset from the brickwork of the
west wall.

Room 115 forms a large court with the rooms to east and
west forming an apartment. The double wall to the south
marks its separation from section G. Room 147, east of the
southern half, connects with section B or forms a little
separate apartment and has already been described. Rooms
171 and 180 form narrow little corridors with no entrance­
ways given. They may have formed cupboards or closets. The
double corridor of this type, however, sometimes represents a
stairway to the roof with a landing supported by the middle
wall.

Room 115 itself corresponds in position, size, and arrange­
ments (that is the location of the doors) with Level I room
106, even the elipse in the west wall remains, large in size in
Level I. In Level III the west wall of room 111=111 corresponds
with the west wall of 11=115. There is no curve or elipse,
however. Coins of earlier periods in the west wall suggest that
it remained from Level III and the correspondence in Level I
suggests all the walls of room 115 in Level II continued
standing in Level I.

Two coins were recovered from the west wall, one of
double Tyches dated 145-141, 140-123 B.C., the second A.D.
15·17. From the brickwork of the north wall came a coin of
145-141 B.C. and from near the foundations of the east walla
coin of Seleucus I (311-280 B.C.). Thirteen coins were
unidentified, one of which was recorded as found "near
drain."

A head and an arm of alabaster suggest an acrolithic
figurine. Several pieces of architectural ornament with geo­
metric designs in plaster may have belonged to a lintel block or
the ornamental border of the niche. Parts of nine figurines
(largely from the walls) were recovered, one of which repre­
sented a monkey. There were three lamps, two from the north
wall, one from the east; two cosmetic pots, a jar for ointment,
a pawn, four ornaments, and a clay colonnette coated with
plaster.

The east wall of 117 is the west wall of 115. From the east
wall came a coin of 121·83 B.C. A coin of A.D. 41-2 was
found in the west wall, and one of A.D. 43/445/6 was
recovered from the north wall. From the north wall also came
a clay medallion with a head on one side, a seated figure on
the other. The head of a Parthian bone figurine was found in
the south wall. There were five lamps and five figurines, a
hairpin of ivory or bone, a glass inset, a carnelian bead, a pot
cover, a mixing bowl, ten unidentified coins, and a large pin or
sacking needle of iron. Part of a steatite spindle whorl was
recovered and a part of a shell container.

Mrs. Orias believes that though the minor finds suggest
occupancy by a woman, the numerous coins argue against it.
The apartment (the innermost recesses of the house) might
have represented domestic quarters or different occupants in
the course of its long history. A drain or urinal near the east
end of 7x suggests this hypothesis.

Finds from the second large room 120 were considerably
fewer in number. There was a marble head, perhaps of an
acrolithic figurine, two lamps, a bone handle or pin, and three
figurine heads of clay. A coin from the room belonged to
period A.D. 83-84.

Room 7 is marked 7x on the plan, apparently not because
there was another 7 on the block but because it was identified
as a separate corridor late. So it appears unmarked in the plan
of Miss Van Ingen's figurines (as also 4x and 6x). Grave 214
was discovered beneath the floor of room 7 and a drain,
perhaps a latrine, was located beneath the floor at the east
end.

From the grave came a small bone Parthian figurine and a
glaze inset; from the drain and close to it two lamps, two
unidentified coins, a clay head with flat back (part of a
plaque), two clay medallions with human heads in relief, a clay
duck's head, and a small glaze bead.

A coin from the brickwork of the south wall belonged to
the period 121-3 B.C. From the south wall came also an
unidentified coin, three lamps, parts of seven figurines, a
.bronze fragment of a small adze, and a bone pawn.

From the room or corridor itself there were two figurines,
seven unidentified coins, a bronze ring, beads of coral, clay
and alabaster (one each), and a glass inset.

The only find in room 180 was a one-handled jug con­
taining some bird bones. The jug was found on a level with the
floor of room 201 (Level II). It might, therefore, have
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belonged to a deposit under the anteroom to room 110 in
Level I.

Finds from 171 were all recovered from the brickwork.
There were six coins (one of 38/7-32/1 B.C., the others of
42-40 B.C.), one lamp, one figurine, a fragment of a glass
bowl, two glassbeads, and part of a bronze kohl stick..

Rooms 180 and 171 have no doorways indicated but the
massive walls to south, west, and east suggest the approach was
through the court 115. If the two represented a stairway the
jug with bird bones might have represented a foundation
deposit and so mark the entrance to the stairs. The finds in
room 171 might indicate a closet under the upper stairs. The
jug and bird bones might, however, have been related to the
curved wall of the court, perhaps reserved for a cult.

Fig. 30. Section G, block G6, level II

Street 6

Section G (Fig. 30)

The main axis of section G in the southwest comer of the
block remained very much the same in location and orienta­
tion through all three periods. It provides, therefore, the best
illustration of the changing architectural patterns. In the third
level the court 126 has the chief room fronted by two massive
columns in antis to the south and a room with wide doorway
to the north. The court is unpaved with baked brick.

In the second level the columns are gone, the court has a
wide baked brick border, the open room (114), as broad as the
court, lies to the south. At the north end the central portion is
open to the court and flanked with heavy walls to east and
west, forming probably a vaulted hall with the pitched vault
resting on the double wall to the north. In Level I, the court
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remains much the same but there is only a small baked brick
border. At the south (in Level I) the room has been narrowed
but left open with a heavy wall to east and west, so that it
appears to be a liwan with vaulted roof. In the north end,
three rooms were constructed, the center one with a wide
opening toward the court, but the resemblance to a vaulted
hall is less clear.

The second big change in section G from the third level is
the second axis in the house. This long court and room to the
south, 97 and 96, replace a series or double apartment of
smaller rooms in Level III. In Level I, the double axis of the
house is continued in much the same locations but the limits
and definition of the house are much less clear.

The entrances to section G are unusual, the first from street
6 going through 118 and 141 into the secondary court which
one expects would be the women's quarters. The second
reaches the main axis court 94 from street 4 by means of the
corridors 224, 4, 6, 128, 116, and 144. Room 144 may be
considered an anteroom for it has a door at the entrance to
corridor 116. One might notice also that from 116 one may
enter directly the court 38 of section A and that a doorway
closes off 116 from the east-west corridor 128.

A separate apartment (201 and adjacent rooms) lies in the
northwest corner of the section along the street. It is accessible
only from the doorway between the two courts. It forms,
therefore, an apartment quite removed from the rest of the
house and resembles in this respect the court 115 and apart­
ment in section F. There is a parallel also in the secluded
apartment 17x-64 and adjacent rooms in section E but with a
north-south axis.

A series of shops flanks the section on the south along
street G. The corner room with peculiar shape and furniture
Manasseh't'' suggested, as we shall see, might be a shrine.

Rooms 94, 114, 124, 126, 143, 144 (the court and liwan with
rooms to north and northeast).

Room 94 is the largest court defined by baked brick in the
block except for 205 in section F. The wide border of baked
brick runs completely around the court and into the doorways
of rooms 123, 126, and 144.

Finds are surprisingly small: two lamps, a green glazed
cosmetic pot found on the level of the burnt brick casing on
the south wall (room 114), a small shallow glazed bowl, and a
hairpin of bone with head simply decorated.

Room 114 is the great room south of the court, open the
whole width of the court and with doorways close to the
south end to 109 and 48Y to the west and east respectively.
Grave 118 was located beneath the floor and contained two
skeletons, one apparently above the other. The only finds
listed from the graveswere some gold threads.

The one coin identified (of three found) was dated A.D.
4344 and came from the liben. The date may mark the period
of construction in the revolt and the burial may, therefore,
represent casualties in the civil war.

From the liben also carne a small crude figurine head
probably from an acrolithic piece. There were four lamps,
parts of two figurines, and fragments of colored inlay with red,
white, and yellow patterns against black.

From beneath floor level came a Parthian bone figurine not
apparently connected with the grave, three millefiore glass

inlays exactly alike, and a piece of architectural plaster decora­
tion or rough material with gilded face.

In room 124 a burial lay beneath the floor and partly
beneath the east wall. It contained only one skeleton laid on
its back. The burial had been undistrubed and yielded two
glass bottles and two bronze beads.

In the brickwork of the east wall were recovered a coin of
A.D. 117-8, a glass bead, and a bone whorl. If these were
deposited in the wall, it meant it remained standing in the first
level. If they were part of the brickwork, the wall belongedto
the early first level. Under the pavement at the south entrance
were found the head of a figurine and an unidentified coin. A
small signet ring was recovered, as were a small bronze kohl
stick, a clay bowl, an unidentified coin, and a figurine of a
mother holding a child. From beneath the floor came a frag­
ment of red glass.

The purpose of the rather large room 126 off the northeast
corner of the court is not at all clear. Two catalogue entries
mention a wellhead; one reported a lamp found 20 centimeters
below the well top, the other a spout in the form of a fish
found 40 centimeters below the well top, but no well is
indicated in the plan and, in my opinion, the room was roofed.
A silver coin of the west wall belonged to Vologases V (A.D.
210/11) but the walls of room 143 remained the same in Level
I. It seems unlikely that a silver coin would have been included
in the material of the clay brick. An unidentified bronze coin
and part of a circular bone or ivory box were also found in the
west wall; in the south wall were two bronze coins, a glass
bead, and a bone handle; in the east wall was part of a plaque
depicting two recumbent figures.

In the room itself were found one small red dish and a clay
spout in the form of a cow's head, both from below the floor
level and so, perhaps, belonging to Level III.

The small room 143 between 126 and 124 has entrance
only through 126. A head of alabaster was recovered, a
Parthian bone figurine, and a medallion representing the bust
in blue glaze of a bearded man (the head was broken off).

Room 144 forms the east entrance to the court and
connects with corridor 116. The only finds were a lamp and
from the brickwork of the south wall, part of a figurine, and
six bronze coins, one of which belonged to the period 121-83
B.C.

Rooms 44, 137,183,184 (the apartment east of the court).
Four small rooms east of the middle of the main axis seem

to form a distinct apartment. Heavy walls surround the rooms,
the rooms themselves are small; the two on the south 183, 184
very small indeed, and the doorways are lacking. In 137 a
baked brick pavement is attached to the middle of the west
wall. Mr. Ali Ahmed of Bagdad, who made a study of Parthian
architecture while he was at Michigan, suggested on the
analogy of modern buildings that the rooms were connected
with the manufacture of date wine. The lack of ashes seemsto
preclude the possibility of an oven or ovens. The close rela­
tionship to the rooms in the third level has already been
mentioned.

Finds were very small and non-committal. A Parthian bone
figurine and one of clay were recorded from 44. From 137
there were two lamps, one figurine, and two bronze coins, one
of which belonged to the period A.D. 115-116. The singlefind
recorded in 183 was the head of a figurine with high two-
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knobbed hairdo. There were eight unidentified bronze coins
from 184, six small ones found together and two from a sub
floor level; one lamp, one oval reddish stone inset; and, from
the sub floor level, one cosmetic pot.

Rooms 48Y, 42 (rooms east of the liwan).
From the southeast corner of the liwan 114, entrance is

given to room 48Y to the south and an inner room 42 north of
48Y.

From the larger room 48Y, two lamps, two bowls, and a
pilgrim flask with squared shoulders and a thick glaze were
recovered, all from the sub floor level.

From the inner room 42 came a lamp, part of a large jar,
perhaps a cooking pot, the bearded head of a figurine, a large
flat stone bead, and parts of a bronze mirror. From the sub
floor level were recovered two figurines of animals, one of a
humped cow, one of a camel (head and neck); a fragment of a
large clay vessel; and a pottery stand. The absence of all coins
is remarkable.

Rooms 97,96 (the women's quarters).
The long court 97 with the room 96 to the south forms the

second north-south axis in the section. The court is unpaved
except for the baked brick step at the entrance to 96 and is
unusually long, being more than double its width. It represents
the clearest example of what seems to be the trend in this
period, the double axes in the houses. In this case a single row
of rooms separates the two courts and another single row lies
on the west. Both the length of the court in proportion to its
width and the lack of baked brick pavement are unusual. One
expects either that the north end should have been given over
to smaller rooms or that a part of the court would have been
bordered with baked brick as in section A rooms 38-32-10.
The secondary axis is usually less accessible from outside than
the first. Here, however, entrance from the street is gained
immediately through rooms 118-141. Apparently the apart­
ment around 201 constitutes the more private quarters of the
house, and 97-96, like 94-114, are less reserved. The infant
burials in 96, however, suggest this as the center of family life.

Of four coins found in the brickwork of the north wall, one
was identified and belonged to the period 121-83 B.C. My
impression is (though there is not enough numismatic evidence
to insist upon it) that Level II constitutes a real intermediate
period between I and III. A number of walls date before the
birth of Christ and some may go back to the beginning of the
third level. In the course of the third and second levels altera­
tions of houses were continually being made. Justification for
distinguishing the beginning of the second level at the time of
the revolt, however, is afforded by the change in the status of
the city and by the evidence that there was a considerable
amount of architectural activity during this period (A.D.
3743).

The finds in 97 were numerous but few in types. There
were eight small glazed lamps; four small jars with narrow
bases and low bodies, the type usually called cosmetic; four
two-handled jugs, two jars, a bowl, a slender clay bottle, etc.
There were fragments of eleven figurines and two Parthian
bone figures. One female coiffure had a tiny gold rod (4
millimeters) attached to the front.

Less usual were a sherd decorated with three applied figure
heads and a glazed sherd showing a locust in relief. Ornaments

consisted of beads and insets and a medallion of clay showing
a portrait of Antiochus, found at floor level. Some gold thread
was found embedded in charred matter and wrapped in
charred cloth. A clay seal impression showed a bird with long
tail and hooked beak holding a palm leaf or branch. A jar
handle stamped with a monogram came from below floor
level.

There was a bronze bracelet or anklet from floor level,
three fragments of an iron blade, a rectangular frame of heavy
bronze wire 3.3 x 2.9 centimeters, part of a chain consisting of
a bronze ring with an iron link, and a small bronze bell.

Beneath the northeast part of 96 burial 128 contained two
skeletons one on top of the other. The burials had been
disturbed, but a coral bead and a piece of iron, perhaps part of
a hinge, were recovered and a lamp from the debris above the
tomb. Two jars side by side beneath the floor contained infant
burials.

(One may remark here that in the passageway between 96
and 109 an additional burial had been made. The place of
burial was really on the west edge of 109, then new walls had
been created to form a very small narrow room 3x which
contained the burial. Some fragments of bone were recovered
as were two coins both belonging to the period 121-83 B.C.).

A Parthian coin from the mud brick was dated in A.D.
123-124. There were three Parthian bone figurines, one of a
reclining male figure, nude except for the conical cap. The
head was made separately. At the same time, a marble figurine
with hands on breasts and with a three pointed headdress
imitated the style of bone figures. There was also a female
torso of alabaster in addition to parts of 15 figurines of clay.

A mosaic inlay of colored rosettes made with the rod
technique and an earring of gold wire with a mother-of-pearl
bead were found at floor level. From ground level came part of
a bone pipe with three stops.

Otherwise, the flnds were of usual type but included a
glazed pilgrim flask, and a glazed plate with raised edge. There
were 11 lamps all told, two jugs, a cosmetic pot, a number of
implements (a bronze spatula, four spindle whorls of bone,
etc.). The catalogue mentions the top of a drain in the floor
but the location is not shown in the plan.

Rooms 123, 125, 93, 133, 109, 3x (rooms between the two
chiefaxes).

Under the brick pavement in the corridor to room 123
from 94 two coins were recovered, both dating from
38/7-32/1 B.C. The brickwork is part of the pavement of the
court and seems closely connected with the adjacent room
walls, at least constructed after the walls it touches. The coins
could, of course, have been concealed in the dirt for some time
before the brick pavement was laid. I think it is a fair
inference, however, that the date of the coins is close to that
of the pavement and of the rooms adjacent. This would mean
that rooms 123, 125, and 93 belonged to the third quarter of
the first century B.C.

The only finds from 123 were part of a plaque of a seated
female figure, a figurine of a woman reclining, part of a plaque
with the slender forelegs of an animal (gazelle?) and part of a
clay figurine with a hand of alabaster. Remains of plaster
suggest the clay was coated with stucco.

The only doorway of room 125 opens into the corridor
room 123. Finds were small: an unidentified coin, three lamps,
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a bowl, a jug, a glazed cooking pot, fragments of egg shell, a
clay whorl, a bronze ring attached to a short pin, and a glass
spindle whorl. Two pieces of clay vessels were also recovered,
one containing the relief of a tall amphora colored red and the
other with spout shaped like a fish..

Room 93, a fairly large room opening into the east side of
the court (97) contained an unusual number of small jugs, six
with one handle, one with two. Of these, four were glazed,
three were not. In addition there was a fragment of a vase of
yellowish alabaster. One of the clay jugs had a spout at the
side suggesting a baby's bottle.

The other finds were three lamps, three clay figurines, two
bone Parthian figurines, a plain whorl, a part of a palette, and
an iron instrument-broad at one end, pointed at the other
(engraving tool and chisel?).

Room 133 opens off the corridor 109 and contained a
number of small objects. The most striking were the fragments
of glass mosaic, green, red, yellow, purple, blue. One piece
shows a rosette of red, green, black, and white. Since 96 also
yielded pieces of mosaic glass made with the rod technique, it
is possible they all belong together. A mold of glazed clay was
in the form of a large scorpion. An alabaster arm and closed
hand suggested an acrolithic figurine. There were four lamps, a
pitcher, a jar, a cosmetic pot, three figurines, and a bone
handle.

Room 109 connecting 96 with 114 was abbreviated to form
room 3x on the west side. The only finds listed are part of a
figurine (male) with a pot on his shoulder, a large clay cooking
pot, and a small jar of medium size stained with spots of
bitumen.

Rooms 139, 140, 98, 118, 141 (rooms along street 6j.
On the west side of 96 entrance is given to room 139 and

thence to 140, both narrow, rather small rooms with heavy
doorway between. Room 139 yielded very little: four lamps, a
small jar with pointed bottom from the north wall, a jug, and
two figurines.

In 140 were found one lamp, two cosmetic pots, a pitcher,
a pottery support, a tiny cylindrical jar of stone, four
figurines, and a finger ring of iron.

Room 98 is a small room west of the south side of court
97. It contained two lamps, three two-handled jugs, a cooking
pot with two handles, three figurines, a steatite whorl, a pawn
of glass, and half of a large face of plaster, apparently part of
an architectural decoration.

Rooms 118 and 141 form the entranceway between street
6 and the court 97. One would expect that room 141, twice
the size of 118 and opening on the court, would have con­
tained the larger number of finds. The reverse is the case.
From 141 only two lamps and two figurines were recovered.
In 118 there was a small cone-shaped clay bank with slot for
coins, a Parthian bone figurine, a bronze earring, a red stone
bead cut in the form of a shell, two figurines, two bowls, a
lamp, and an unidentified coin.

Rooms 201, 142, 22,20,202 (the apartment in the northwest
corner ofsection Gj.

The large court 201 with the rooms around it on the north,
south, and west constitutes an apartment which seems strongly
tied to section G but is removed from the axial centers of the
house. The single approach to the apartment is by the door

from corridor 123 which connects the two north-south courts
of the house. So the central court is well secluded from the
rest of the section and the outside.

The walls of 201 correspond with walls of Level I on the
east, west, and north; and are continuations of or built above
walls of Level III on the east and west. It is probably not
merely chance, therefore, that coins from the brickwork of the
lower level wall in the west went back in one case to
Antiochus I (280-261 B.C.) and in another to the turn of the
second century (121-83 B.C.). Two other identified coins, one
from the lower section, one from the later, were both dated
A.D. 4041. A silver Parthian coin from the south wall
belonged to A.D. 11/1240/41. The single identified coin from
the east wall belonged to the period 121-83 B.C. From the
north wall came a coin of Vologases II A.D. 105/6-107/8
found with six other unidentified bronze coins; another group
of eight bronze coins, and a larger bronze, identified only as
Roman.

Thirty-eight coins altogether were found in the room, most
of them, namely 33, in the walls, too many to be inadvertently
built into the bricks. The silver coin certainly represents a
deposit or a loss in 'the interstices of the bricks. A second
Roman coin was found in the debris of the room, as was a coin
of 121-83 B.C. From the level of the top of the wall came a
coin of A.D. 119-120, a fitting date for the end of the period.

What the coins do indicate is a long period of occupation
and a continuing use of walls from one period to another. It is
not clear that the apartment was the domestic quarters, shared
by husband and wife but, in my opinion, there is a good
probability of it.

From the brickwork of the west wall came also a clay
sealing, probably originally the official seal of a document, and
a fragment of coral. Grave 216 partly under the north wallhas
been assigned by Yeivin to Level III. The plaster capital of a
column adorned with acanthus leaves and human heads found
near the top of the second level wall must have survivedfrom
Level III.

There was a comparatively large number of small items,
among which might be mentioned: ten lamps, ten figurines,
beads, insets, three jars, a jug, etc. A Parthian bone figurine
was found at floor level and small implements of bone and
bronze.

Two small glazed lamps came from 142, the entrance room
to the apartment, a Parthian bone figurine broken in two, a
coin of A.D. 16/17, and beneath the floor level a saucer lamp
with chipped rim.

Room 22 is the long ell-shaped room running around the
southwest corner of the court. Finds were very small: a small
glazed lamp and the circular bone disk from the floor level;
fragments of a bronze instrument and a clay arm and hand
holding a vase or bottle, perhaps a votive piece, from the
brickwork of the south wall; an unidentified bronze coin from
the brickwork of the west wall.

Room 20 on the west side of 201 yielded from the brick­
work of the west wall: a lamp and a clay 100m weight; from
the brickwork of the south wall, an inset of glaze and two
coins, one of 128-121 B.C.; from below floor level, one
figurine head. The south wall of 20 corresponds in part with
the wall between rooms 145 and 149 of Level III, in both of
which rooms a surprisingly large number of coins were found
dating from the third period; some even from before the
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Parthian conquest and a number coming from the brickwork
in the walls.

The long very narrow room 202 on the north side of the
court, perhaps containing a stairway to the roof as the thick­
ness of the court wall suggests (the stairway in part being built
into the wall), yielded a number of small objects but none of
great significance. There were three unidentified coins from
the brickwork of the north wall; two loomweights, one also
from the north wall; six beads of various types (glass, glaze,
stone, bitumen) from the room and the walls; a large clay
figurine head from the brickwork of the west wall, fragments
of two figurines from the north wall, and smaller fragments
from the east wall. Below floor level were found a cosmetic
pot and a clay rosette crudely modelled.

Rooms 45, 170,257,164,157,260 (shops along street G in
section G).

It seems reasonable to conclude that the row of rooms
along the south side of section G were utilized as shops or as
units independent of the house. No doorways remain except
for the door on the west to the corner room. On the other
hand, in Level III there is a row of shops along the south side
of the block, or of rooms opening only on the street except at
the southwest corner. In Level II three street entrances remain
for rooms 176, 178, 179 near the eastern end of the block
(section A). I suspect that the street level rose faster than the
floor levels in the house and that the street doors along the
south end were higher than in the house and so lost in the
foundations of Level I.

The largest room is the corner room 45 with fairly narrow
entrance way on street 6. The rather odd shape with greater
width or an alcove on the north near the street suggests that
two rooms were thrown together, making the long east-west
room wider in its western end.

Manasseh'[" suggests it may have been a shrine and
describes it as follows: "The corner room (45) deserves special
mention not only because its door was the second one with
two door sockets so far found at Seleucia, but also because it
contained certain features which strongly suggest a shrine (see
pl. X, fig. 2).

"A semioval platform 2 feet eight inches long, 2 feet 4
inches wide, and 2 feet 7 inches high, faced with bricks coated
with stucco, was located in the middle of the room. In front of
it and partly attached to it was a column altar, 2 feet 4 inches
high, of hard limestone covered with plaster molding and
resting on a brick pedestal. Between it and the entrance there
were remains of another brick column.

"The top of the stone column had a shallow depression
similar to those found on stone altars, and the whole ensemble
suggests a small sanctuary."

The finds were not numerous for so large a room and not
very distinctive in character, that is, of course, without the
architectural features already mentioned.

There were seven lamps; a small green-glazed saucer; a
cooking pot or receptacle for liquids, glazed inside and with
two handles; three unidentified coins; two bronze kohl sticks
lobed at each end; and a shell pierced for suspension
(pendant?). Unusual was a fragment of glass with pattern in
gold found at 150 centimeters, and a piece of plaster 7.8 x 8.7
centimeters representing three fingers grasping a fruit or nut. It
would resemble the extended hand grasping a morsel of food

in the reliefs and painting of banquet scenes. It might, how­
ever, represent an offering being made.

Two segments of a chain of twisted wire is catalogued as a
mouthpiece of a horse's bit. The figurines included a small
bearded face, a draped female figure, a clay votive leg, and the
forepart of an animal in stone or glaze.

The glass fragment, the plaster piece, the bronze chain, are
unusual but they are not enough to identify a shrine and the
architectural structures are enigmatic. The location on the
corner seems favorable for a shrine and I have no better
solution to offer. The semioval platform in the photograph (pl.
VIII, 3) looks like a basin, but the lack of ashes precludes an
altar of burnt offerings. Certainly there is no clear indication
of dedication to any particular divinity.

In room 170 the catalogue mentions a female figurine head
found near a tomb and suggests this belongs to Level IV. Part
of a figurine was found in the sub floor level, and a tiny
standing female figurine in the top level. Three other figurines
were found and a part of an iron chain. A bone whorl was
recovered and from beneath floor level a jug with a single
handle, narrow base and broad body.

Grave 186 was located in room 257. Two bronze uniden­
tified coins were the only finds listed. Yeivin lists the tomb as
belonging to the third level, room 250.

An unusually large number of lamps was found in room
164, three above floor level, nine beneath it, including part of
a seven nozzle lamp decorated with female head and bust.
From the lower level came also a two-handled jug, a shallow
glazed bowl, a koW stick of bronze, and four figurines. From
above floor level there were part of a figurine of a camel and
one of a humped bullock. From the south wall was recovered a
baked brick with a design of spirals, perhaps the decoration of
a doorway.

In the sub floor level of 157, three more lamps were found,
a bone kohl stick with finial head, and a small crude figurine.
Three other figurines were found above floor level, one
perhaps the decoration of a glazed pot and part of a plaque
apparently of a deer suckling a child, and a bronze piece of
wire looped to form a handle.

Room 260 is south of room 48Y but gives no indication of
belonging to the house. There were two lamps, a pitcher with
one handle, a glazed saucer, one bronze earring, and one
bronze signet ring. From the sub floor level were recovered
two cosmetic pots, part of a bronze scissors with pin of iron,
and one Parthian bone figurine.
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VII. LEVEL I IN BLOCK G6
(Plate IX)

The outstanding section in Level I is section F in the middle
of the west side of the block. Its broad outlines seem easy to
follow since its western front has been thrust forward beyond
the former street line of the block and on both the north and
south the separation from sections E and G seem clear at least
on the western sides. Moreover the corridor 70-81-88 forms a
logical and apparently clear division from section C along the
east side of the northern half of the section.

The section comprises, with these limitations, more than a
quarter of the block. Its extension along street 6 is more than
half the length of the block and the eastern corridor is well
beyond the north-south center.

Excavations were begun here partly because block G6 had
rather a central position in the plateau representing the ruins
of the city and because the higher mound of debris at this
point suggested a building of importance. As it stands it is the
largest section in the block by far and is considerably larger
than any of the sections in Level II. On the other hand, it does
stand above the largest of the sections in Level II and perhaps
the mass of debris reflects in part a higher foundation in the
remains of the previous building. There is, of course, no
comparative evidence for the size of the buildings in other
blocks. By Greek standards, and the evidence available in the
levels of the block itself, this is an exceptionally large building
and might well deserve the title of 'Palace.'

There are two clear axes, that is, large rectangular courts
oriented north and south, and now established with the great
open halls, the liwans at either end. The larger hall stands
regularly at the south end. The chief court is located above the
court in Level II but is almost twice as large. Moreover the
narrow rooms in Level II along the street have been widened in
Level I with the thrusting forward of the facade of the house.
Such disregard for the normal street limits could only be
shown by a man of wealth and power, or one placed strate­
gically in the political hierarchy.

The house demonstrates both the gradual tendency to large
units and the new fashions in architecture. Now the halls both
north and south of the court are the great open Parthian
variety-probably vaulted. The secondary axis with court 132
and the two liwans 104 and 101 is larger than the primary axis
of any house in Level II and than any other axis in Level~l
(except for the chief court beside it) as far as our archaeo­
logical evidence goes.

The section now includes in its southwest corner the court
and apartment which in Level II belonged to section G. On the
north it has thrust forward to include what was a part of
section E in Level II. In the southeast corner the strong wall
which limits room 106 on the south continues well beyond the
middle of the block to form the south side of room 82.

The question of entrances presents an interesting problem
since there is apparently no doorway to section F from street
6. The fact is that except for doorways to shops, there are no
entrances to the block except one in the middle of the north
side, one in the middle of the east, and the two on the south,
one through room 169 and one through 221, all of them
comparatively far removed from section F. On the north side a
deep setback forms a recess for the entrance corridor 260, and
on the south, one entranceway is paved with burnt brick, the
other has an open room or vestibule before the doorway into
169. One may suppose that the entrance in the middle of the
east side of the block is secondary in importance because of
the narrowness of the door, in spite of some burnt brick
pavement in front of it.

The position and arrangement of these entrances gives very
strong support indeed to McDowell's contention that the
palace comprises the whole block. If the eroded portions on
the north side of the block and in the southeast corner allowed
us to trace the walls, I believe that there would still be strong
evidence for consolidating the block into one unit or palace.
The monumental entrance is on the north and it seems dif­
ficult to believe that it would be separated from the chief
house by intervening units under foreign control.

On the other hand some of the units around the block
retain the elements which were characteristic features of
separate houses in Level II. Section G in the southwest corner
retains the court and liwan to the south 208-109 for the first
axis, the long rectangular court 192 with a room equally wide
on the south 218, to repeat very closely the plan of section G
of Level II. East of the northern half of section F a court 61
with a border of paved brick (encroached upon later by room
143) has a liwan to the south, and in section E a great court
has large open halls to south and north 111 and 135. Further­
more, part at least of section F is very clearly defined and the
thrusting forward of the facade in the center of the block
suggests a separate and distinct section.

Perhaps part of the difficulty may be due to the definition
of palace and separate units. Our knowledge of Parthian
society is not great, but there appear to have been rather
powerful chieftains under the king and a concentration of
wealth in the hands of the king and his nobles. It was an
aristocracy beyond the Greek organization and, I believe, the
block reflects a congerie of prince or chief and retainers. There
is the section or house of the chief and the quarters or houses
of the retainers. How far the retainers, in part probably rela­
tives, have individual establishments is not easy to say, and
therefore, it is no easy task to define the status of the block as
palace or a group of houses. In the broad sense of control, I
should agree with McDowell and call the whole block one
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palace. From the point of view of architectural construction, I
believe the block is made up of separate sections and shall so
consider it, beginning with section F.

One might add that any definition of the block in Level II
as a palace seems to me extremely difficult, not to say impos­
sible. One may say there is a monumental entrance on the
north in 150 but this in my opinion is intended only for
section E. In Level II the largest division lies in the middle of
the west side, but it has none of the dominance over the rest
of the block reflected in section F of Level I.

Section F

A noticeable feature in Level I is the narrowing of the
courts for the halls at either end. This is not surprising in the
great court of section F, for the court is unusually wide and
the narrowing for liwan 96/126 still leaves a room of unusual
width. In the second axis, however, the rooms at either end of
the court are much less wide and the same arrangement occurs
in sections G and E, not to speak of C. In section G the court
in Level I remains very much the same size as in Level II and in
almost the same position. The open room to the south has
been narrowed considerably. One takes it for granted that the
two great rooms are opposite each other and in the central
parts of the sides.

Yeivin! calls attention to the fact that the liwans of the
two axes have a resemblance to the great palace at Hatra. As
he says, the Parthian palace at Hatra shows two liwans placed
side by side with a staircase corridor between and, if the two
central courts of section F were divided by a line running east
and west, each half would exhibit approximately the same
plan as the Hatra palace.

The plan shows the great, round basin of burnt brick built
in the court. Yeivin 2 suggests that the basin was constructed
when the palace was rebuilt and enlarged after a conflagration.
Level I begins after the capture of the city of Trajan. The city
was retaken by Verus in A.D. 164 and again by Septimius in
199. The first level belongs, therefore, from a little after A.D.
115 to the end of the century and the destruction of Severus,
after which apparently Seleucia was gradually deserted in favor
of Ctesiphon until at the beginning of the Sasanian reign (A.D.
227) the city was almost completely abandoned.

The comparatively small number of finds in Level I was due
in part to erosion of surface objects but probably more
particularly to the gradual desertion of the site which would
mean the gradual loss of everything of service not carried away
in the move to Ctesiphon.

Rooms 97/77/52, 126/96, 71, 100 (the court and rooms to
south and north).

From the great court (97/77/52) there were recovered a
stone whorl, a bone hairpin, two fragments of an iron spear­
head and a second pointed head of arrow or lance, three beads
including one of stone in the form of a tiny bird perforated for
pendant, a carnelian or garnet inset, and four glazed and two
unglazed lamps.

There were parts of five clay figurines, a Parthian bone
figure, and another narrow plaque of bone with a nude male
figure inscribed upon it.

A coin of Gotarzes II (A.D. 46/747/8) was found on the
burnt brick doorway on the east side of the court, a silver coin
of Phraates IV (38/7-2/1 B.C.) in the court itself and a coin of

Seleucus II (246-226 B.C.). From the mud brick came a coin
of A.D. 59-62. There were six unidentified bronze coins.

The jugs, jars, and bowls were not particularly numerous or
distinctive. The bronze objects consisted of a hinge, a pendant,
and an earring found below the drain. This mention in the
catalogue is the only suggestion that the circular paved area
may have enclosed a drain.

The great liwan (96/126) on the south side of the court
yielded one bead of glass and one of glaze, a bronze finger
ring, a thin bronze plaque, and three glazed lamps. The
figurines consisted of the torso of a horseman, the head and
bust of a draped female figure, a female head with two­
knobbed hairdo, the figure of a child or horseman, and the
head and shoulders of an unidentified figure.

There were three clay jugs with one handle and one with
two. An unidentified coin came from the brickwork of the
south wall and a bronze coin of 145-141 B.C. from the
southwest corner.

Burial 14 lay beneath the floor of room 71. There were two
skeletons lying in opposite directions and Yeivin notes signs of
torture, including lumps of plaster found in the abdominal
cavityr'

A very small glass phial was found a foot below the surface;
a fragment of fluted stone column was built into a late wall,
there was a bronze fragment of a claw-shaped object, perhaps
the foot of a wooden piece of furniture, and one cosmeticpot.

Room 100 forms a little alcove off the southeast corner of
the court with the entrance facing north. In the room was the
fragment of a bronze bracelet, an unidentified coin 30 centi­
meters below the surface, a small glazed lamp 20 centimeters
below the doorsill, and three pieces of a plaster gaming-board
almost complete.

Rooms 132, 104, 101 (the smaller court and rooms to south
and north).

Court 132 immediately beside the great court and east of it,
provides an open area bordered with baked brick, larger in size
than any of the other courts in Level I and any in Level II
except the chief court in section F. The open liwans to north
and south orient it in the usual way, but the narrowing of the
liwans and the apparently vaulted roofs mark the Parthian
style. The liwans are very close to being the same size. Still
more remarkable is the fact that the liwan which is slightly
larger lies to the north rather than to the south.

The court and liwan form a splendid example of the double
axis in the section, an arrangement that became gradually
popular in Level II.

Finds in the court (132) were very small for the size of the
space. There were a barrel-shaped gold and glass bead at a
depth of 180 centimeters, four lamps, a small glazed jug with
two handles and a larger one with one handle, an alabaster
figurine of a nude male, and several coins.

Perhaps the jugs were used in connection with the well,
mentioned in the catalogue as no. 1, but not marked on the
plan unless it is the circular structure just inside the front of
the north liwan 101. From the burnt brick pavement of the
court came a coin of Orodes A.D. 128/9. Two unidentified
coins were found in the well at a depth of 14 feet, another in
the foundation of a wall and a final one in the crude brick two
meters below ground level.

The liwan 104 south of the court yielded an iron blade, a
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triangular garnet bead, a second bead of faience barrel-shaped,
a silver coin of Seleucus I (311-280 B.C.) in the wall at a depth
of two feet and a small hoard of coins at a depth of 250
centimeters. There were 14 small bronze coins and one larger
one reaching in date to A.D. 80/81. Three belonged to an A.D.
69/70 series, one to A.D. 80-81, one to Seleucus II 246-226
B.C., and one each to A.D. 70/1-73/4, A.D. 69-70 and A.D.
69-79. Three more were tentatively assigned to the series A.D.
69-79.

Beneath the floor of room 101 grave 19 was discovered
with one undisturbed body, a gold earring with imitation of a
pearl in glass, a bone hairpin, a glass bottle, etc. (The catalogue
locates grave 25 also in 101 but Yeivin allocates it to the
northwest corner of 96.)

From the room itself (101) came two figurine heads, one of
a man, one of a woman; a cosmetic pot (at 150 centimeters);
the lower part of a red clay burnished pot; two identified coins
(from the crude brick); a triangular bronze fragment with
bosses, perhaps part of a door knocker; an unglazed lamp; and
a small bronze signet ring.

Rooms 76, 69/80, 79, 133, 65/72 (rooms in the northeast
corner).

The northeast corner of the greater court is occupied by
room 76, whose west wall forms the east wall of the liwan
(71). Room 76 has no visible means of entry and on the other
side of the liwan, 63 has access only to the isolated room 64.
Presumably a doorway connected 71 with 76 and a second
linked 76 with the larger room 69-80 to the east. The apart­
ment in the northeast corner was probably accessible from
both liwans. From the middle of liwan 71 a door gave access
to the long narrow east-west room 65/72.

Very few finds were made in room 76, probably because
much of the level had eroded to below floor level. There was a
small bone amulet of key shape 50 centimeters below the
Level II wall top, a small unglazed lamp at 150 centimeters, a
fragment of green frit, a bone hairpin, part of a figurine of a
grotesque figure from the crude brick, and four carnelian
beads from the west wall.

Rooms 69/80 belong together but a single find, a female
figurine head, was recorded from 80 (at 150 centimeters).

Two burials were found in 69. Grave 17 near the southeast
corner in the east was that of a child. The body was buried in a
large jar and the furniture consisted of a number of beads (44),
two bronze earrings, a bronze bracelet, and fragment of a bone
hairpin.

Grave 88 in the north wall near the northwest corner about
floor level contained a skeleton stretched out on its back. A
single bronze coin was found near the pelvis.

Probably from 17 came the lower part of a small glass vessel
recorded as coming from the southeast corner above the low
crude brick. In this same area was recovered also a two­
handled glazed jar.

Elsewhere in the room there was a thin marble slab broken
in three pieces, and a roughly fashioned stick of bone or ivory.
From the east wall an unidentified bronze coin was recovered,
a small two-handled jar, and a bone hairpin. A pointed glaze
bottle stopper, a second unidentified bronze coin, and the face
of a male figure were also found. A baked brick with a
monogram Greek stamp was found at the pavement level, and
close to the top of Level II a glaze juglet with one handle and a

large oblong crystal bead. A bronze coin recorded as Roman
provincial was recovered under the foundation of the west
wall.

Only two finds were recorded from the corridor 79, a large
storage jar with pointed bottom and a bone hairpin. The small
piece of baked brick pavement marked on the plan at the east
end of the room may be part of a bath or drain. In the earlier
plan of Level I the corridor is 80 and the whole of the large
room is 69.

Room 133 may perhaps have contained a stairway to the
roof. The single find was part of a female figurine at 150
centimeters.

There were no finds recorded from 72, a part with 65 of
the long narrow east-west room north of 71. Only four finds
were recorded but one was a splendid set of gold earrings with
inset stones and pearl pendants, found at 170 centimeters and
published by Braidwood.f

Except for this jewelry, there was only an open glazed
saucer lamp found in the sub floor level, part of a clay
reclining female figure, and a fragment of a marble statue.

Rooms 63, 64, 62, 265 (rooms in the northwest corner).
Two graves (12 and burial 82) were found in 63. Grave 82

was found in the surface debris. The body, apparently of a
child, was found lying on the back and with it a necklace of
135 carnelian beads and one cowie shell. One tiny bronze coin
was also recovered.

Grave 12 below floor level near the northeast corner of the
north wall contained the skeleton of a child with two small
bronze earrings, a small glazed bead, and a perforated bone
object.

The only other finds recorded from the room were a
two-handled glazed jug, a small unglazed lamp, and a truncated
black stone, perhaps a weight or pestle.

Room 64 communicates with 63 but the doorway to 265
was not located. Parts of two clay figurines were found in 64,
and a Parthian bone figurine was found in the brickwork of
the west wall, together with part of a bone whorl. The most
important find was a stamped amphora handle with the Greek
word 'Ap:uV7as and a wreath or floral design. No finds were
recorded from room 265. In the plan of Level I as opposed to
lA, room 265 is numbered 50. The only find listed for 50 was
one chipped bead from the north wall.

Since 62 lacks a door, it is not clear whether it belongs to
section F or not. It seems probable that through the corridor
65/72 access was obtained both to 62 and 67.

Room 62 seems to have been occupied by a woman, if one
might judge from a bone weaving instrument and parts of a
bronze mirror. From the surface was recovered a steatite
whorl. In addition there was a tiny bronze figure of a nude
female, a figurine head of clay, two lamps, two clay pitchers, a
jug with two handles, and a clay pawn.

Rooms 53, 49, 44, 45, 46,47, 125, 51 (rooms along street 6).
These rooms with the corridor form the west side of section

F along the court and comprise the major part of the exten­
sion of section F into street 6. Finds were very small, which
suggests the occupancy was not of long duration. Perhaps,
however, erosion on the surface depleted the objects of Level I
in this section.
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From room 53 were recorded only a small clay cosmetic
pot, a strip of lead, and a large bronze coin of Vologases II
(A.D. 122/3).

Room 49 yielded two small glazed lamps and an unidenti-
fied bronze coin.

The baked brick pavement in the southwest corner of room
44 is mentioned as a fireplace in the catalogue of finds. One
expects that a fire for cooking would be found in an open
court. Therefore, the purpose of the brick pavement is not
clear nor is the extent to which it was used as a fireplace. In
the room were discovered part of a figurine of a dolphin, a
large iron blade (knife or razor), a clay bead, a small glazed
lamp, and, beneath the brick pavement and stated as being
'near fireplace,' a bronze coin of the early Parthian occupation
(145-141 B.C., 140-123 B.C.).

Room 45 gives access from corridor 51 to room 44 and
forms half of this two-room apartment.

The most interesting finds were the coins. Three thin
bronze coins assigned to the Sasanian period were found in a
small cosmetic pot. Three more unidentified bronze coins were
found in the brickwork of the west wall and three more in the
brickwork of a lower level wall. Except for the coins and the
cosmetic pot, the room yielded only a figurine head, a crude
glazed lamp, a small glazed jug, and, from near the mid east
wall at a depth of 50 centimeters, a green glazed bowl.

Rooms 47, 46, and 125 form a three-room apartment
opening off the south end of corridor 51.

Room 47, the entrance room, yielded a gold ring with
carnelian inset from the crude brick at a depth of four feet.
There was also some gold foil adhering to a piece of plaster, a
bone pawn, a rectangular lead weight pierced for suspension,
and a votive clay hand and arm.

Room 46 to the north of 47 possessed only a plain bone
whorl and an oblong piece of bronze, found in the ashes of the
southeast corner.

To the south of room 47, there was discovered, in room
125, a crushed gold bead in the brickwork of the west wall,
and from the crude brick in the room, two clay female figurine
heads, a Parthian bone figurine, a small glazed lamp, and two
unidentified bronze coins. A large iron nail was also recorded.

The corridor 51 produced a plain bronze finger ring, part of
a plaque with a man and woman in relief, a thin square lead
weight, a glazed lamp, part of a figurine in the form of a ram's
head, and a portion of a drain pipe. The purpose of the
corridor was to provide with vaulted roof a counter-thrust to
the vault of 96/126.

Rooms 56/59, 55, 123,124,57,110,128 (the apartment in
the southwest corner).

The doorway in the center of the south side of liwan
96/126 gives on the corridor 55 and south of this lies the large
room 56/59, its entrance off center for the liwan but furnished
with baked brick threshold. From the room access is obtained
to 110 through a narrow room (128) and, on the south, to
corridor 123, which leads to 124 on the west and to 57 on the
east. The whole comprises a large, rather separate apartment
without the special orientation or liwan type of room but with
an apartment corresponding in Level II to the innermost
apartments of sections F and G. A second such apartment 106
and adjoining rooms will be described later. Rooms 56/59
seem closely attached to the larger liwan 96/126, and 106

belongs apparently with the court 132 and liwan 104 but
room 110 makes an intermediate link between 56/59 and 106
and gives easy access from one to the other.

In corridor 55 there were found only a small iron tweezers
and, from the lower mud brick wall, a coin of Antiochus I
(280-261 B.C.).

Twenty-eight small objects are listed from the large room
56/59, including a coin of A.D. 69/70 recovered at a depth of
three feet. Burial no. 10 was a shallow grave in the west wall
and yielded a coin of A.D. 36-40. From the south wall came a
coin of A.D. 109/10-12. Thirteen other bronze coins were
unidentified.

There were parts of seven figurines, three lamps, two
cosmetic pots, etc. There was nothing very unusual or distinc­
tive but the aggregation suggested women's quarters or family
use.

In corridor 123 a coin of A.D. 69/70 came to light with
four unidentified pieces in the brickwork near the foundations
of the south wall. A second coin in the brickwork of the south
wall belonged to the period A.D. 36-40. A bronze ornament
with inlay and the figurine of a seated child came from the
same wall. There were two glazed lamps and a figurine of a
musician with harp. From the foundations of the west wall
came a stone bead, perhaps used as a seal, and from the debris
at a depth of two feet a large unidentified bronze coin.

Only three finds were listed from room 124: part of a
bronze fibula from a depth of two feet, a round green glaze
bead, and a glazed lamp.

Room 57, or the little alcove at the east end of the
corridor, was more productive. Two coins were extracted from
the crude brick, one of Demetrius I 162-150 B.C. A rectangu­
lar lead weight with a monogram IB or IR was recovered in the
southwest corner at a depth of 30 centimeters; there was a
hollow bronze handle, two beads, a small unglazed lamp, anda
clay pot with two handles.

Room 110 forms an intermediate chamber via 128 between
room 59/56 and 106. Most of the finds were recovered from
grave 26 of a young female buried in the southwest corner of
the west wall. Some of the other finds may have been con­
nected with the burial, such as the green polished bead
(jasper"), the yellow pigment, the triple bead of faience, and
the two one-handled jars.

In addition to these finds there were only two coins, but
one was of silver and belonged to Artabanus III A.D.
11/12-40/41 or Vologases I.

No finds were listed for room 128. The number of the
room was inadvertently omitted in the plan of IA.

Rooms 106, 127, 103, 108, 102, 109, 129 (the apartment in
the southeast corner).

Room 106 forms the center of a second large apartment
approached through 127 from liwan 104 and linked with
apartment 102-108 through corridor 103, and with 109 and
129 on the northeast. Room 109 gives access in turn to 129, as
well as 86 in section B.

Finds on the whole were small and disappointing. From
106 were recovered only a thin bone or ivory pawn, a trian­
gular stone pendant, a bone hairpin, parts of a bronze cover,a
Parthian bone figurine, an unidentified bronze coin, and a
rectangular shaped stone with two dowel holes.
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The entranceway 127 yielded only an inset of faience
found in the south door.

A coin, the only find in 103, recovered from brickwork
below the baked brick foundations of the west wall, belonged
to the period 121-83 B.C.

Of the two interior rooms on the northwest, 108 furnished
only a strip of metal or hematite and a large one-handled jug
catalogued from the drain level.

The second room (102) contained three pitchers or water
jugs with one handle, parts of three figurines (one of a man
embracing a woman who is seated on a couch, one of a group
of two musicians, and one of part of a phallus). There were
also three coins, one of Roman origin, from the sub floor level
and two of the time of Vologases III A.D. 164/5-165/6 and
169/70-175/6.

Room 109 yielded very little: a female figurine, a green
glazed bead, an architectural piece of plaster painted red, a toy
or model bronze wheel (perhaps a whorl), one small glazed
lamp, one small clay pot with pointed base, and a bone hairpin
from the sub floor level.

There were two glazed lamps from 129, two one-handled
clay water jars or pitchers from near the north wall, a three­
handled glazed jug, a piece of worked bone from one of the
water jars, and a Parthian bone figurine from the northwest
corner. The figurine of a large foot came from the northwest
corner (at a depth of 1.50 meters) and from the room as a
whole, a bronze hinge, a clay cosmetic pot, and a glazed plate.
Two coins were unidentified, a third belonged to the early
Parthian period (145/141-140/123 B.C.). Finally, there were
fragments of a bone comb, a crude figurine head of yellow
clay from just beneath the surface, and a whorl of black and
white stone.

Rooms 75, 78, 88, 81, 70, 68, 67 (the corridor around the
northeast corner).

Room 67 may be included in the corridor 68/70 on the east
end of the north corner as it has the same width as 68.
Corridor 78 running east and west may also be included in this
group, though its purpose is not clear except to give entrance
to 131. The corridors around the northeast corner of the
section are balanced by the corridor 123 along the southwest
portion. Quite possibly, then, at the beginning of Level I,
section F had a regular rectangular shape limited on three sides
by corridors.

Room 75 forms an anteroom to 132 and was adorned with
an ornamental plaster molding over a brick casing, probably
the door jambs and lintel. One fragment contained a step
design, and a second three ornamental figures, one of which
was an egg and dart. At 30 centimeters below the surface a
sardonyx pierced for a bead was found; at 70 centimeters, an
alabaster arm and hand, apparently part of an acrolithic statue,
and at 180 centimeters a large glazed lamp. The hand of
marble apparently held some object, perhaps a morsel of food,
and the wrist was marked with color, perhaps indicating a
bracelet. From the liben came a small, crude glazed lamp and
two bronze coins, one of which belonged to the period A.D.
43-44. A large one-handled jug of clay was discovered beneath
the foundations of the walls.

The corridor 78 leading to the entrance of 131 from 88
yielded the spiral rod of a kohl stick or handle of a bronze
vessel (from a depth of 40 centimeters) and part of a clay

figurine from the sub floor level. At the end of the passage,
however, a hoard of six bronze coins was recovered.

Rooms 88 and 81 may be considered together as a part of
the same entranceway. An original doorway on the west side
of 88 is blocked by the wall of the liwan, showing that the
liwan was built some time after the construction of the
corridor.

From 88 a single object was recovered, a small figurine of a
draped figure with flowing hair, represented as half reclining.

Three bronze coins were recovered from 81 , one at a depth
of three feet, the second from the brickwork of the north wall
and the third from the projections of the lower cross wall.
None was identified. At a depth of a meter an iron blade was
found and designated as being 'near the fireplace.'

The tomb in room 70 yielded an inset stone perhaps of
quartz, a fragment of decayed wood and part of the bone of
the upper jaw of the person buried and some teeth. The lower
half of a marble draped seated statuette was found at 210
centimeters and a small crude glazed lamp in the sub II level.
From the clay brick was recovered a clay votive leg with hole
in top (or part of a jointed figure), a male figurine head with
three-pointed headdress, part of a short broad pin, perhaps of
agate, an iron signet ring, and a small glazed lamp.

Room 68, the corridor which apparently gave access to
room 67 with its grave (11), contained only two small lamps
(one glazed and one plain), a small shallow mortar of black
stone (probably basalt), and a small glazed one-handled jug
(from the sub II level).

Room 67 contained a tomb (grave 11) with a single
skeleton furnished with many beads, several small vases, a
bronze signet ring, etc. Yeivin gives a full report of the 'saddle
roof tomb as well as of the finds." Since 67 is a small room
and isolated it appears to have been made at the end of the
corridor merely as a funerary chamber.

Rooms 82, 86, 99, 130,131,93 (rooms intermediate between
section F and sections B and C).

It is very difficult as the plan now stands to determine the
limits of section F in the southeast corner. The rooms listed
above all lie outside the narrow limits of section F conceived
of as rectangular in form. If they are included in section F, it is
difficult to exclude rooms 57, 58, and 60 on the east side of
the south end, rooms which are accessible from 123. Further­
more, the entranceway to section F from street 4 gives access
to a number of side rooms as well as to 131, the entrance
room to corridor 78 and so the east entrance to section F.

I have arbitrarily included the rooms listed above in section
F on the ground that 99, 130, 131 constitute an entrance
apartment, and 82, 86, and 93 seem more easily reached, and
so connected with the chief rooms of section F, then either
the rooms along the east-west entrance corridor or the rooms
on the southeast. The two latter groups may be more
conveniently described with the appropriate adjacent sections.
The difficulty accentuates the problem of divisions within a
block and rather strengthens McDowell's contention that all
belong to one palace.

Very little was found in 82: three lamps, two of which were
originally glazed; a bronze bracelet; and the figurine of a
child's head constituted the objects recorded.

The smaller room 86 yielded only a crude clay bead and a
mace head of bone or ivory.
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Rooms 99, 130, and 131 form an entrance suite from street
4 with perhaps a janitor's quarters. Room 131 communicates
directly with corridor 78 and so with section F.

The catalogue mentions a well in 130, though it is not
marked on the plan. The well in 131 is marked and indicates
an open court. It seems unlikely that a second well would have
been made in 130 if they both belonged to the same apart­
ment. Very probably a good deal of alteration occurred during
the course of the first level in this southeast corner of section
F as indicated by the difficulty of allocating a number of
rooms to specific sections. Perhaps, however, the well in 131
was rather a drain.

The single find in room 99 was a bronze coin of Vardanes
A.D. 43/4-45/6 found at a depth of half a meter.

In 130 the well yielded parts of four figurines (two of
which were parts of animal heads) and an unidentified bronze
coin; the room itself supplied another unidentified coin, a
figurine of a seated female figure, and a sealing with a mono­
gram.

The well in 131 is much more convincing than that in 130
because it yielded so many jugs and pitchers. There were eight
one-handled jugs or pitchers, one jug of two handles, 19
knucklebones, a pot cover, a figurine head, a player's pawn, a
bone spindle with part of the whorl, and part of a Parthian
bone figurine.

A bone hairpin was discovered in the room itself, a coin of
Demetrius I at floor level, two small pieces of thin bronze, a
stone whetstone, a conical glass pendant, a pierced bone
amulet in the form of a bird, an unidentified bronze coin, and
parts of two figurines from the crude brick.

Three pieces of large plaster heads belonging to decorative
architectural elements were discovered on the early floor level
of 93 and suggest capitals of columns or pilasters framing a
doorway. The broad steps from 93 to 88 indicate a monu­
mental door and, in the early period, a doorway immediately
opposite across the corridor led to the liwan 101.

Rather interestingly the corridor 78 marks the middle of
the block and may have served as part of the entranceway to
section F from street 4. The corridor 81/70 probably joined
260 in the middle of the north side of the block, and on the
south an entranceway is indicated also in the center of the
block. These suggest a unified plan for the whole block in the
first period of Level I.

The torso of a marble statuette was recovered in the room
(93) and in the clay bricks an alabaster hand holding a small
spherical object. A ring of ivory or bone may have represented
part of a thumb ring. There were three lamps, a number of
beads, two bowls (one glazed), a cosmetic pot, a small one­
handled jug, part of a bronze tweezers, a bone whorl, a
perforated piece of bone, perhaps the handle of knife or
dagger, a fragment of a basalt saucer, and a coin of Vologases
V, A.D. 208/8-222/3 found at a depth of about two meters.

Section G

The section in the southwest corner of the block seems to
be sharply separated from section F by the corridor 123. As
the facade of F projects into street 36 and includes the west
end of the corridor, the line between the two houses seems
clear. At one period a wall separated 123 from 57 but was
then eliminated so that the corridor might give direct access to
unit G through rooms 57-58.

Access to the section from the street was obtained through
the recessed area 168 on street G and so through 169 and 209.
Access might also be obtained from street 4 by the corridor
150 and the large court 194. The area paved with baked brick
in the middle of the south side of the block suggests an
entranceway, perhaps to a corridor which ran through the
middle of the block. The paved area was then built over by the
east wall of 221 and the entranceway eliminated.

The section as it stands forms a very satisfactory liwan
house with its main courtyard 208 bordered in part with
baked brick and flanked to north and south with large open,
perhaps vaulted, rooms. The smaller unit to the north (58) is
flanked with small side rooms 57 and 60. To the south
entrance is obtained to a large room 169 not directly oriented
to form a part of the north-south axis. Rather it forms an
anteroom or reception room for the entranceway from 168. In
the earlier period the paved entrance in 221 would have given
access to 169 before the visitor reached 209. The little alcove
223 may have served as the janitor's room.

East of the main court there are two small rooms (one of
which [211] is an open alcove) and an entranceway 224 from
corridor 225. Corridor 225 separates section G from A and
gives access to room 219. The steps in 219 and the narrow
paved brick border distinguish it as a room of some impor­
tance. Perhaps it served originally as an anteroom for the court
and was later supplanted by 169.

West of the court and the chief liwan a series of four rooms
lies south of corridor 216 and is accessible only from the main
court.

A second good-sized court 192 oriented north and south
with the large room 218 across the whole of the south end
constitutes the women's quarters. The court has two baked
brick foundations, one in the southeast corner, the other along
the east wall. A well lies in the western half just north of the
center of the room.

Four rooms lie along the west side of court and chief room,
one accessible from the court, two from the room to the south
and one with entranceway unmarked. A long, fairly large room
164/165 on the west end of the south side has no doors to
show attachment to the section.

In section A the very narrow corridor 220 between the
shops and the house suggests the shops were a later addition.
The thick wall on the north end of 168 supports this hypoth­
esis but the successive stages of development and the original
plan are not clear.

It is possible, of course, that section A or part of it
belonged to section G and that both formed a part of the
larger complex described in F. Since the basic house elements,
of major and minor courts with normal orientation, exist in
section G and are flanked by side rooms in what seems a
conventional manner, the corner unit may be regarded more
appropriately, I believe, as a separate section.

Rooms 208, 209, 58, 57, 60 (the court and rooms to south
and north).

The large court (208) partly bordered by baked brick
contained a grave, probably of a child, sixty centimeters below
the surface. The remains were disturbed by the diggingbut 26
beads of glass, clay, lapis, and shell, of various shapes and sizes
were recovered. A small bronze in the form, apparently, of a
dog appears to have been the pendant in the necklace.
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Even with the grave, finds were remarkably few for so large
a room. A bronze coin found at a depth of 2 meters belonged
to the period A.D. 12-18, a date not far from the close of the
third level. An alabaster draped figurine with head and feet
missing was found at 50 centimeters and a bone female fetish
with face missing. A clay string separator with four holes lay at
20 centimeters and at 2 meters a bone pin with small round
head. A small glazed two-handled jar was listed as probably
Level II top.

Small finds were the rule in room 209, one-third coming
from the mud brick. It is not always easy to distinguish,
however, in a crumbling brick wall close to the surface, what
was built into the brick and what may have been concealed
between bricks. A small unidentified silver coin probably had
been concealed in the wall; a bronze coin of 121-83 B.C. is far
too early for Level I and a second of 2/4 B.C.-A.D. 4/5 was
issued still in the period of Level III. Three other bronze coins
were unidentified. There were four lamps. one glazed and
three unglazed (one from the liben), two pot covers of clay,
and two pieces of carved bone, one a short fetish, the other a
pin with crude monster's head. A clay turbaned figurine head
with curls on the shoulders came from a depth of 250 centi­
meters and a female head with conical headdress and knobs in
front was recovered from the liben. The only other finds were
a small rough clay spool from the top of Level II, a slender
glazed two-handled jar at the lowest step level, a clay pitcher
with broken rim at 2 meters, a large stone conical truncated
whorl, and a stone cylindrical heptagonal seal of brown color
and without engraving.

In these finds there was nothing unusual and nothing which
particularly distinguished the room.

The rooms 58, 57, and 60 at the north side of the court
form a small unit of open liwan and side rooms. The finds
were neither large in number nor distinguished.

Three identified bronze coins, two from 58 and one from
57, all recovered in the liben, were dated A.D. 149-155/6,
A.D. 15-17, and 162-150 B.C.

From 58 there were also four unidentified bronze coins, as
well as a large pointed clay storage jar lying along the west wall
at a depth of four feet and a large clay two-handled jug at an
unrecorded depth. A clay seal impression was recovered at
three feet. Other finds were a small flat bone ring, a glass
bird-shaped pendant, fragments of a bronze mirror, a male
figurine head, and, from Level II, a reclining female figure with
head and feet gone.

From the liben of 57 came an agate bead of barrel shape, a
small unglazed lamp, a clay two-handled pot with bell-shaped
rim, and the coin of 162-150 B.C. already mentioned. From
the room itself the most important find was a small lead
weight with a monogram. There was also a clay bead at a
depth of 30 centimeters and two fragments of a hollow bronze
handle.

Room 60 contained a clay grotesque mask, a bronze disc, a
large pointed storage jar, a clay ring or handle probably
belonging to the storage jar, a thick bronze ring, and at 170
centimeters the head and breast of a small female figurine with
two-knobbed headdress.

Rooms 168, 169, 222 and 223 (the entrance in the middle of
the south side).

These four rooms form the entranceway south of the liwan

209. It is very unusual to have the entrance to the court from
the street through the liwan. It is possible, however, to go
around the liwan and approach the court through 219 and
corridors, 225 and 224. Room 169 is large and presumably
served as an anteroom. Finds were very few and not very
revealing.

Room 168, the entrance alcove on street G, yielded one
glazed lamp, one large crude clay cosmetic pot, the bowl of a
bone spoon, and a bead of red-brown and cloudy-white color.

In room 169 six unidentified bronze coins were recovered,
one from the liben. At a level of 20 centimeters above the
door sill, were found a large clay lamp, a small clay two­
handled jug, and a mother-of-pearl pendant. Elsewhere there
was a small glazed lamp at a depth of 1.25 meters; a bone
fetish at a depth of 1 meter; a bronze rod-shaped instrument in
two pieces at 3 meters, and, at the sub II level, the head and
bust of a female figurine represented with veil over the head.
In the mud brick a long oval pot was found.

The use of the two small rooms 222 and 223 east of 169 is
not clear. If in the earlier period of Level I the entranceway
was in 177 as seems most likely, 223 may have served as a
janitor's room. In 222 a disturbed grave was found below floor
level in the middle of the room. Two skeletons of full grown
men were found. The only finds were large amounts of small
lumps of plaster beneath the skeletons.

The room 222 yielded a bronze disc at 1 meter, the figurine
head of a child with turban at 2 meters, a small thin brown
disc of stone at 2 meters, and a clay pot at the sub II level. In
the liben was found a bead of shell roughly cut in a barrel
shape.

In room 223 the most interesting finds were two pieces of
baked brick with relief of a winged griffon in the burnt brick
of the south wall, perhaps an ornament for the door. A small
glazed lamp was found at a depth of 2 meters and in the mud
brick one small unglazed lamp, one large bronze Roman coin,
and two smaller coins one of which was dated in 121-83 B.C.

Rooms 221,219 and 225 (rooms at the southeast corner).
When the entrance was 177, the room 219 may well have

served as the andron. No finds were made in 225. Yeivin lists a
tomb (69) in 221 with beads and a gold fly.

From the brickwork of 219 were recovered six coins, two
large, four small, all of bronze. They are not mentioned as
recovered together. Dates were extremely varied, one of
280-261 B.C.; one 247-226 B.C., one of A.D. 15-17, one of
A.D. 105-108, and one Parthian but not further identified. A
small glazed lamp and an amulet of yellow quartz were also
found in the brickwork.

Most interesting were 19 clay pellet sealings with long
narrow impressions found with a male figurine with Parthian
square cut beard in a large pot at a depth of 30 centimeters.
The only other find was a crude draped female bust.

Room 221 yielded only a small glazed lamp, a male figurine
head, and part of a bone fetish from the room itself, and from
the mud brick four large beads, one small glaze inset, and
fragments of a bronze mirror.

Rooms 211, 224, 203, 204 and 73 (rooms in the northeast
corner).

These rooms east of the court are all closely tied to section
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G though 73 gives access to 82 of section F and its relation­
ship is not clear. The southern part of room 73 is numbered
204 in the plan of Level I but no finds are recorded from it.
Yeivin lists an infant burial at 1.50 meters in 73. The skeleton
was in the bottom of a large jar with no furniture. It is worth
noting on the plan that 211 is open to the court and that 203
has the wall on the court side largely supplied. Presumably the
foundations were close to the surface and only fragments
remained. Finds were remarkably few, two from 211, one
from 224, and five from 73, and four from 203.

Room 211 yielded a small bone fetish with legs missing at 1
meter and two bronze coins (one Parthian but not definitely
identified) from the liben.

Room 224's only contribution was a wide jar of red clay
with red slip from the top of Level II.

Two glazed lamps, one small, one of medium size, were
found in 73; a player's pawn of shell and the tubular handle of
a knife with wedges carved on one side. From the mud brick
was recovered the tiny face of a figurine.

Four coins were recovered in 203; one of 121-73 B.C., one
of A.D. 17-18, and one from the sub-floor level of A.D. 9-10.

Rooms 214,213,212,215, and216(roomswesto!thecourt
and liwan).

The first four of these areas constitute the rooms on the
west side of the court, with 216 the corridor to court 192.
Rooms 214-212 form a single little apartment with 213 a
corridor between, and 212 open to the court just at the end of
the liwan. One expects, therefore, that this should represent
the living quarters of the house or the private quarters of the
master. In the corridor 216 Yeivin lists the tomb of a child.
The burial was badly disturbed since it lay only 10 centimeters
below the surface.

Parts of two clay figurines were found in 214, one a small
head with indistinct features, the other a hollow female bust
designed as a rattle. There was a small unglazed lamp, a
perforated clay disc with design of petals, a bone pin with
decorated knob, and, from the mud brick, an unidentiified
bronze coin.

From 213 only three finds were listed: an unglazed lamp
with long nozzle, a small nude female figurine with head
missing, and, from the mud brick, a bone pawn.

Two meters below the surface in 212 a hoard of 17 small
coins was found, identified as Sasanian bronze. Below floor
level pieces of the bone handle of a dagger inscribed with what
appeared to be three Pahlevi words were found as was a small
iron rod. Two large carnelian beads, one spherical, one barrel­
shaped, were recovered and a red stone crystalline amulet.
There was also a large bronze ring in the upper II level. Two
lamps, one glazed, one unglazed, were found, and also a
broken bone fetish, part of an alabaster bottle with decorated
neck, and a low squat clay pot glazed inside and on the neck.
From the upper II level there was recovered also a gray-green
steatite seal with crude signs.

Room 215 yielded ten circular pieces of bronze similar to
unstamped coins. Eight were linked together in chains of four
each. They may have served as ornaments. The only other find
was a bronze, unidentified coin from the mud brick.

Room 216. Except for the tomb already mentioned, the

only finds in 216 were a small unglazed lamp and a figUrine
with rosettes above the ears.

Rooms 192 and 218 (the women's quarters).
These rooms constitute the women's quarters in the inner

part of the house. The large court is oriented north and south
and the chief room lies on the south side. The plan with
southern room stretching the width of the court but with
narrow entrance is more consonant with Level II than with
Level I and, in fact, the rooms are very close in size and
position to 97 -96 of Level II. The circles in the court probably
represent a wellhead, but no mention of this is made in the
catalogue of finds. The southwest corner has a baked brick
foundation and another section of baked brick, probably part
of a continuous border, was found along the east wall.

The chief find in the court was a cache of 116 silver
tetradrachms found beneath the floor in the baked brick of
the wall foundations. Traces of threads adhered to the coins.
They were all identified by Mcfrowell" as belonging to
Vologases IV and dating from A.D. 193 to 199. They are,
therefore, one of the hoards hidden on the approach of
Septimius Severus and never recovered. The coins have been
discussed by McDowell.

In room 192 besides the hoard of coins, a bronze coin of
121-83 B.C. was recovered from the mud brick in the east wall
and four bronze coins from other mud brick, one of which was
identified as belonging to Demetrius II 145-139 and 129-125
B.C. There were four lamps from the room, two glazed, two
unglazed, and one small unglazed lamp from the mud brick.
Figurines consisted of two of clay (a small female head and a
face with rounded hairdo) and three of alabaster, i.e. the lower
part of a draped figure, a small kneeling figure with hands on
breasts, the face broken, and part of a reclining female figure.
Traces of red remained between the legs of the last mentioned
and on the stomach and neck of the kneeling figure, as wellas
on the lips and neck of the clay female head. A small standing
draped figurine was also recovered from the mud brick. One
small fetish figure was found in the mud brick, one in the
room.

A bronze piece of shield-shape with the representation of a
man's head may have been part of a door knocker, and a
bronze rod terminating in the form of a sitting bird perhaps
represented the handle of a mirror. Part of a shallow basalt
mortar with splay foot, two cosmetic pots, and a slender
alabaster vase suggest occupation of the room by a woman.
There was also an iridescent glass whorl and a piece of shell
used as pendant ornament. Another piece of shell may have
been a player's pawn.

Room 218. An incomplete skeleton of an animal suggests
the burial of a pet or a foundation deposit. Two narrow red
clay bottles were recovered near the wall foundation. Two
pieces of alabaster figurines were recovered, one of the
shoulder and upper arm, the second of the head of a female.
From the mud brick came the head of a figurine with knobbed
headdress and one of a dog with curled tail. There was one
slender cylindrical bottle with vermillion spots on a white
background, and an oval amethyst bead with the figure of a
sphinx cut on one face. Of bone was a pin with decorated
head, a blade with the figure of a nude woman for the terminal
element, and a button. The only example of pottery was a
two-handled clay jar with wide neck.
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Rooms 217, 207, 172/176,210, 164/165 (rooms along the
streets at the southwest corner).

These rooms form a series along the southwest corner of
section G. Rooms 217 and 207 have single entrances into
room 218, the room with double numbers 172/176 opens into
the court, and the entranceways to 210 and 164/165 were not
located. Presumably like the other rooms 210 had a single
doorway opening into the court. The entranceways were paved
with baked brick and some traces of baked brick pavement
remain in 172/176. Burial 51 was recorded by Yeivin in room
207 and a double burial in 176.

From room 217 no finds were listed.
In room 207, burial 51 lay beneath floor level in the west

wall. The grave had been disturbed, but the skull remained,
along with a small clay lamp and a knucklebone. The grave was
that of a female lying on her back. Finds from the room were
not numerous and fell largely into the category of common
types of pottery and women's ornaments. There was one small
glazed lamp, a small clay one-handled jug, a large rounded
one-handled jar, and a clay jug with one handle. From the top
of the second level a one-handled glazed blue jug with tall and
slender neck was recovered. In ornaments there were a
mother-of-pearl pendant, a barrel-shaped blue bead perhaps of
turquoise, a thick oblong inset of cloudy yellow stone and a
small bronze object with traces of lead. Three figurines com­
pleted the list of finds: a standing nude female figure with
head and arms gone, a small red potbellied dwarf and a female
head of alabaster worn and yellowed.

Room 172/176 was inadvertently given two numbers.
Yeivin lists a disturbed tomb in the southwest corner below
floor level in 176. There were two skeletons, one 40 centi­
meters below the other. A large round glazed jar was the only
find listed for 176 and only three finds in 172: a lapis cylinder
seal, the upper half of the figurine of a Satyr playing on an
instrument of six pipes, and a small glazed lamp. The last two
were listed from the top of Level II.

The most intriguing find of 210 was a round squat two­
handled jar just below the bottom of Level I, a jar which
contained an ashy substance. At the floor level there was
charred palmwood fiber, perhaps charcoal.

The only other finds were a small glazed lamp, a faience
two-handled tall jar, a clay pot cover, and one large, shallow
basalt bowl with hole in center. It was supported on three
short legs.

The long rectangular room 164/165 in the southwest corner
of the block has no entranceway to establish its connection
with streets or house. A reserved area around all four walls is
bordered by a double row of baked brick and suggests the old
triclinium.

Finds were not very distinctive and, on that account, sug­
gest connection with the house rather than the street. An iron
spearhead suggests the men's quarters. In the east end (I 64)
were found an iron signet ring; four pieces of a bronze disc,
perhaps a mirror; a baked brick with a decorative leaf in
faience; a spherical pot with sieve bottom; and the figurine
head of a child.

The iron spearhead was found in the west end (165). There
was also the pedestal of an engaged column, and the plaster
head and bust of a female figure, which suggests the capital of
a column and so, perhaps, a doorway. The faience head of a
female statuette suggests the medallion on a faience vase. Parts

of three figurines were found: one a large crude head, a second
a large face, and a figure, nearly complete, of a dove. Pieces of
a bone fetish were also recovered. Miscellaneous finds were a
round carnelian bead, an unidentified bronze coin, a fragment
of gold foil, a ring of shell, a bone pawn, a shallow faience
bowl, a pot cover, and a small burnished clay plate with rim.
The sifting of the dirt disclosed 152 tiny beads with one large
rectangular faience piece. There was a bronze ring with inset of
glass or crystal, a bone hairpin, and fragments of a bone
instrument. Finally there was a clay potsherd with small jar as
spout or handle.

Section A

The arrangement of sections in the southeast quarter of the
block is not clear. Normally one would expect two sections or
separate houses south of the middle of the block. Section B
falls into this scheme with a group of rooms around the large
open court 194. The corridor 266, however, leading from the
court 194 to the large open area 190-193 does not fit into the
usual plan of independent units.

In the big open court 190/193 one expects some room
walls and very probably the erosion of the soil has destroyed
both walls and their foundations. The court on the street sides,
that is to south and east, has a series of rooms, none of which
give access to the court. Room 191 is marked off by a burnt
brick pavement rather than a wall and the arrangements of
room 91, marked as solid wall space east of 204 in plan lA, is
not clear at all. Room 206 is the only one with clear doorway
to the court, therefore, and this is accessible also from section
G through 225. The infant burial in 193 suggests but does not
prove occupation by a family. Finds in all the rooms were
small and not very distinctive. They suggest the usual house­
hold occupation.

Rooms 190/193/191,91,206 (the central areawith court).
The big court 190/193 carries also the number 191 within

the paved area on the west central part of the court, and in
some plans'' has also the numbers 232 and 252 in the north­
east corner. No finds were listed for 252, only one for 191,
and four for 232. Ordinarily an area enclosed in a burnt brick
perimeter would indicate an open court, but the lack of finds
makes this identification doubtful. The finds may con­
veniently be listed under the numbers designating areas but
probably they should be regarded as a group reflecting occupa­
tion of a house whose floor levels have been destroyed.

The largest number of finds came from 190. From the
surface were gathered ten bronze coins, nine small and one
large, two of which were identified as belonging to Parthian
kings, one to Vardenes I A.D. 3947/48 and the second to
Vologases III A.D. 148-192. There were three hoards of coins,
the first of six silver tetradrachms found in a greenish glaze jar;
the second of 236 bronze (65 large and 171 small) recovered
in a bluish gray vessel, and the third of 450 large and small
bronze coins found with parts of a broken vase." They all have
A.D. 165/166 for their latest date. There were five small
glazed lamps; one female figurine head from the surface and
two parts of figurines from the mud brick, one a small crude
head, the other a female torso and head with pointed cap. Two
bone fetishes were recovered, one at one meter, one at two;
part of a comb carved like a bone figurine was found at one
meter and one was found in the mud brick.
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The most interesting find was the fragment of an ivory box
with a small winged Cupid in relief. There was a bent bronze
spatula and a bronze ring. The pottery included a glazed
two-handled jug, a large complete bowl, a small clay pot, and a
jug or pitcher with one handle. A piece of hollow bone with
four hold stops belonged to a flute or musical pipe. Some
pieces of well-charred barley were found at 25 centimeters
below the top of the west wall.

Room 193 contained the burial of an infant in a round
two-handled jar 60 centimeters below the surface. A fragment
of plaster decorated with square insets or coffers at 1.60
centimeters suggests the decoration of the doorway. Three jugs
were found at surface level, two with single handles, the third
with top broken. There was also a jar with pointed base and
one handle from the surface. A small glazed lamp, a bone
hairpin, part of the figurine of a horse crudely modelled, a
large shallow glazed bowl, part of a hollow bone pipe with
simple incised decorations, and bits of pink pigment com­
pleted the room finds. In the mud brick a coin of 145-139,
130-125 B.c. was recovered, apparently employed in the
manufacture of the bricks.

From room 232 were recovered two small glazed lamps, the
clay head of a child, and at almost two meters a coin of A.D.
43-44. No finds were recorded for 252 and from the area 191
bordered with a line of baked brick, a single find, a bone
player's pawn. The depth was not listed.

A spherical carnelian bead was listed under room 91 as was
an unidentified bronze coin. From the mud brick was re­
covered a bent bronze spatula and a small glazed lamp. In the
later map the area is marked as a solid foundation.

Room 206 was a little more productive. Beneath the foun­
dations of the south wall a coin of 121-83 B.C. was found, a
large bronze coin of Seleucus I (311-280) was recovered from
the mud brick as well as an unidentified bronze coin. There
were also two small glazed lamps, and a clay pottery separator.
A fragment of a clay plaque found at one meter was molded in
the representation of a boy riding a goose.

Rooms 177, 175, 178, 202, 201, 220 (rooms along street G).
Along street G there is a series of rooms with single

entrances to the street. Apparently they are shops but the
fmds are not distinctive enough to identify the merchandise.

The rather small room 177 yielded a round crystal bead, a
tall slender pitcher, a small bronze unidentified coin, two small
two-handled jugs, nine lamps all small and glazed, and two
fragments of figurines, one part of a small reclining female
figure, the other a female head with heavy coils of hair behind
the neck.

The larger room 175 yielded six small glazed lamps and
pieces of five figurines; part of a dove, two female heads, a
reclining female figure, and a seated boy carrying a jar on his
shoulder. In addition there was a piece of a glass bottle, a large
glazed jar, part of a bronze rod (found enclosed in a jar with
one of the lamps), a small blue glass whorl, and a piece of
yellow frit.

Room 178 contained only two small glazed lamps, an
unidentified bronze coin found embedded in the mud brick a
small glazed bowl, and a crude clay cosmetic pot. '

Only two finds were recorded from 202: the upper part of
a mold for a figurine made of plaster and a bronze spatula
blade.

Three coins were found in the mud brick of room 201; one
of Demetrius II, one of 38-37 or 32-31 B.C., and one of A.D.
69/70. A small draped figurine with perforations at top and
bottom was found at a depth of 50 centimeters and the head
and bust of a figurine at 60 centimeters. The only other finds
were a glazed lamp, a clay cosmetic pot, and a large one.
handled clay pitcher, all found at a depth of two meters.

Room 220, a narrow corridor, perhaps a staircase, separates
the rooms along street G from the court. The only finds werea
lamp at a depth of one meter and, from the mud brick, one
bead and one unidentified bronze coin.

Rooms 200, 199, 196, 197, 179, 233 (rooms along street 4).
Three rooms 200, 199, 196 in the southeastern corner of

the block apparently form an independent apartment whose
entryway was not established. The baked brick pavement east
of 196 suggests the entry was from the street.

In 196 burial 46 yielded an unidentified coin above the
right shoulder of the skeleton, perhaps dropped from the
mouth, and the fragment of a bronze bracelet.

The only other finds from the room were two smallglazed
lamps, a plain bone whorl, and part of a draped figurine.

Room 199 yielded a large collection of objects, most of
them of usual type belonging to a household. There were three
faience pilgrim flasks, five glazed lamps, and parts of six
figurines: the head of an ape, a standing figurine of draped
mother with child, a female torso made without hands or feet,
a rider with head and legs missing, a nude child with vessel on
the shoulder and another of a child carrying something on the
arm. The bone objects consisted of a whorl or small perforated
disk, a conical decorated whorl and a pointed handle with
finial bearded head (strigel?). Three unidentified coins were
found at 3.25 meters and another in the mud brick perhaps
belonging to Level II. Three shallow green-glazed bowls may
have served as vase stoppers or plates or both. More elaborate
was a two-handled jug glazed in two different shades. It is not
clear, however, whether this was the effect of weathering.
Common types of pottery were more numerous: two small
ointment pots, two tall slender one-handled jugs, and a juglet
with narrow neck and a single broken handle. One small jug
with one handle, found at 3.25 meters was of a rich red
burnished color. There was also the head of an iron axe, a
carnelian bead of barrel shape with polygonal cutting, and a
pedestal of baked brick pyramidal in form.

The inner corner room (200) contained at 1.90 meters the
fragment of a stele with fragments of seven lines of inscription
in Greek.' 0 The only other unusual finds were two pieces of a
clay box or lantern. Otherwise the finds were routine: a small
clay pot cover, a shallow clay bowl, three clay pitchers, a clay
plaque of a draped female figure with traces of pink and green
coloring, and the fragment of a large glazed platter. There was
also a bone handle and two one-handled jugs, one small, the
ot~r of medium size with faience cover.

No evidence for the doorway in 179 remains but apparently
it opened on the street as did 197 and 233. The room 179 was
so narrow, however, it might more appropriately have served
as an entranceway to the court. In room 197 an infant burial
was found at 80 centimeters in a glazed cooking vessel located
in the northeast corner. The threshold of an earlier doorway
was found in the northern part of the room. Baked brick
pavement close to the southern doorway but not extending
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into the northern part of the room suggests originally 197 had
formed two rooms. Finds in all three rooms were very small.

From the lower threshold of 197 two coins were recovered,
one of which dated from A.D. 4346. This would place the
doorway in the beginning of the second period. A bone handle
recovered at a depth of 1.30 meters was carved in the form of
a running horse. There were also pieces of two bone instru­
ments, a bronze bead, a tall clay vase, and a large crude vessel
with two handles and glazed inside, found at a depth of 1.30
meters.

The only finds listed from 179 were a crude faience lamp
and a clay 100m weight.

The room 233 yielded four lamps, two of which were
glazed, the head of a figurine with two-peaked headdress, a
small glazed cosmetic jar, a large clay jar with one handle, two
large vesselsglazed inside, and a broken black and white whorl.
A small clay box supported on four legs (8 x 7 x 3 centi­
meters) found at a depth of 1.60 meters was decorated with a
reclining female figure in relief across the front.

Section B

The large court 194 and adjacent rooms seem to form a
separate section but the corridor 266 may mean a close
connection with section A. The east-west corridor 235/236
separates the section, but at the same time connects it rather
closely with the single rooms to the north. From the broader
point of view, the corridor 235/236 is not located as close to
the center of the block as corridor 78, which runs toward the
center of the great court of section F. In the earlier levels the
east half of the block was divided into two equal parts by a
well-marked corridor, one which separated sections Band C.
In Level I, apparently, a corridor, part of which remains in 78,
ran toward the middle of the court of section F and divided
equally the eastern half of the block. In the later phase the
liwan 94 south of court 61 included the corridor. To section
C, presumably, should be allocated rooms 239 and 147 to the
south. This leaves the rooms 87, 234, 153, 148 north of the
corridor 235/236, between sections Band C. It seems more
convenient to describe them as part of section B, particularly
as the corridor 235/6 ends in 130.

Rooms 194, 237, 238, 107, 90, 85, 98, 266, 105 (the court
and adjacent rooms to north and west).

A narrow passageway south of 107 also gives access to
room 86 in section F. The passageway was unnumbered and
presumably had no finds. No finds were listed from room 85.

The large entrance room 237 yielded only three finds: a
small green-glaze pot, a large female torso and arms with one
hand holding apparently a morsel of food, and two fragments
of a clay grotesque mask.

The very narrow room 238 yielded only a grey steatite
whorl and an upper part of a female figurine with a two-knob
hairdo.

The only number, 194, assigned to the large open court
seems to designate particularly the southeast corner. The finds
listed were five small lamps, of which four were glazed, part of
a glazed jar handle with geometric monogram, a figurine head
with peaked headdress, a small clay cosmetic pot, a bone
whorl, an hexagonal bead of limestone, and a clay bowl or jar
stopper inside a large jar found in the southwest corner. From

the mud brick came a glass amulet or ornament and six bronze
coins, one of which was allocated to the period 145-141 B.C.

The northwest corner of the court forms the open room
107. In the southwest corner of the west wall the undisturbed
grave of a full-grown male was discovered. From the surface
came a clay pawn and from the wall between 107 and 105 a
clay pot cover. The mud brick yielded a figurine head with
bitumen showing at the break across the shoulders and a
limestone player's pawn. Listed also are an urn-shaped
cosmetic pot, a cylindrical stone bead found with a large clay
jar, and a rounded, glazed jug lacking neck and handle.

The second open room, 90, on the west side of the court
yielded only a small pitcher with broken handle and a four­
sided green-glazed bead.

Room 98 contained only the capital of an engaged plaster
column found near the surface at the south wall and, from the
mud brick, the upper part of a terracotta male dwarf with
pointed beard.

The little corridor 266 to section A contained a figurine
head and bust with hands on breasts.

The northwest corner of room 105 contained the burial of
an infant, 80 centimeters below the surface, laid in the con­
tracted position. It lay in a jar and beside it was a shallow bowl
or pot cover. Nine finds were listed: two lamps, a glazed jug
with one handle, the foot of a large figurine, an unidentified
bronze coin, an ivory or bone hairpin, a medium sized clay jar
without handles, an unengraved scarab of carnelian and a small
carnelian bead.

Rooms 195, 253 and 246 (rooms along street 4).
In addition to the narrow little room 238 (already

described) three rooms lay on the east side of the court, each
with a single doorway which gave on the court. Traces of
burnt brick pavement were found in and around the entrance
of 246. In the north wall and below floor level of 195 was a
grave that Yeivin suggests may belong to Level II.

Finds were small: two glazed lamps, a squat clay vase
without handles, an unidentified coin with silver wash, a small
bone fetish with legs missing, and a large jar with one handle
which contained animal bones.

An undisturbed grave of a small child was found in the
northeast corner of 253. The skeleton had been placed upright
in a large torpedo-shaped jar.

There were discovered in the room two small glazed lamps,
a figurine head with high hairdo, a small clay jug with one
handle, a long bronze spatula, and a clay pilaster fragment
undecorated (perhaps from Level II). From the mud brick
there were recovered two unidentified bronze coins.

The same type of finds continued in 246: one small clay
lamp, one figurine of a draped female figure, part of a curved
iron blade (strigil?), a clay jug with one handle, a cosmetic jar
with no handles, and a bronze coin of 4240 B.C. found at a
depth of two meters.

From the mud brick came a small glazed lamp and a
painted clay bust of a large figurine.

Rooms 150, 241, 152, 235/236, 198, 148, 153, 234 and 87
(the corridor in section B and adjacent rooms).

The corridor 235/236 running east-west gives the only
apparent access to the center of the block from the street and
allows comm unication with section F through room 131. The
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corridor opens out in two places to give the appearance of
rooms 150 and 152 in the plan, but these wider portions may
be considered as light wells. To the south, room 198 opens just
beyond the entrance to the corridor and may be considered
the room of a janitor. On the north a series of four single,
individual rooms opens from the corridor before one reaches
the larger unit 131, which with 130 and 99 was considered
with section F. The rooms appear to be small separate apart­
ments rather than shops.

The corridor itself is divided into the numbered rooms 150,
241, 152, 235, and 236. The individual numbers confuse the
picture of the corridor as a unit but make it possible to
allocate the position of fmds more closely, though in this
particular case the finds were not particularly distinctive.

Room 150 yielded one clay pitcher, one round stone bead,
an incomplete robed female figurine, and three jar covers, one
of which was glazed.

The four finds recorded from 241 included a one-handled
jug covered with a large potsherd and containing a gray sub­
stance, perhaps vegetable matter; a bone figurine of the usual
form; and one small glazed lamp.

The western section of the light well, numbered 152,
contained only a two-handled glazed jar, a tall glazed pitcher,
and a spherical glass bead. In the sub I level a bronze coin in
good condition belonged to Antiochus IV, 175-164 B.C.

The extension of the corridor to the west, 235, yielded a
small spur separator and a two-handled jar. From the liben
were recovered a cosmetic pot, a bone hairpin, and part of a
figurine of boy with goose.

From a well in 236 there were recovered one two-handled
jug and two of one handle, two pot covers, and the head of a
figurine marked with green paint. From the upper level of the
corridor came a veined limestone bead and a large deep bowl;
from the liben an unidentified bronze coin and a very small
cosmetic dish. Beneath the top level and, therefore, perhaps
belonging to Level II were found a bone hairpin, a figurine
head with low stephane, two small glazed lamps, the torso of a
rider with cloak swirling behind, and a clay leg, apparently an
amulet or offering.

Chief find in this janitor's room, 198, was a cache of 251
small bronze coins dating largely from the time of Vologeses
III, A.D. 148-192. The cache lay in the northwest corner of
the room at a depth of 1.8 meters. It might be construed as
the hoard of tips received by the janitor for opening the door.

There was in addition only a disc-shaped bone object,
perhaps a pawn, and a clay pitcher with narrow base.

Room 148 was separated from the corridor by a narrow
runway which makes a right-angle turn before reaching the
northwest corner of the room. A storage jar was found at a
depth of 60 centimeters, the handle of a large pitcher, a large
jar with neck broken, a glazed deep plate or bowl, and the
open bowl of a large lamp. A small glazed lamp and a tall
narrow-necked glazed jar were also recovered. More interesting
was the small bronze statuette of a bearded man. A second
small glazed lamp was recovered from the sub I level and an
unidentified coin from the mud brick.

In the doorway of 153 at a depth of 1.80 meters an infant
burial was discovered in a large round-bottomed jar with two
handles capped by a faience plate cover. Close to the surface,
four jars were recovered, namely two two-handled faience jugs,
and one pitcher with glaze, one without. Some charred grain

was found in the soil and some charred cereal in two jars. At a
depth of one meter a small unglazed lamp and charred veg­
etable matter were recovered.

Only two finds were recorded from 234, a small glazed
lamp at 80 centimeters and the head of an alabaster female
statuette.

Room 87 yielded a broken small glass phial, a small glazed
lamp, a glazed pot cover, a pitcher with broken handle, and
parts of three figurines. One was a hollow female bust with
three pellets rattling within; the second was a male head with
high headdress and the third a large male face.

Section C

The basic elements of section C seem clear, a large rec­
tangular (almost square) courtyard 61 marked with a border of
baked brick, in this case a single row a little distance from the
walls, and on the south a great open room, 94, perhaps vaulted
in the liwan style. Around this center are grouped the smaller
rooms, but their relationships to the central court are obscured
by the loss of doorways. To the northwest, the walls are gone
entirely and the divisions of 243 (in section D) are lost, and
consequently the arrangements of the rooms in this corner.

One expects a series of smaller rooms around the great
court and consequently that 244 and 139 should belong to the
section as should some of the small rooms on the east (140,
142, 144, 141, 247, etc.). Originally also 92 and 89 as wellas
part of 243 probably belonged to this section.

It is curious that the only apparent entrance lay through
the large room 93, and this opened on the alleyway running
through the center of the block. If 93 is the only entranceway,
there should be, it seems to me, a doorway between 240
leading directly into 61 so that an immediate approach to the
central court would be available from 93. The narrow east­
west room 242 suggests a second entrance to 94 may have
been built from street 4.

In discussing the section, it seemed best to assign to section
Crooms 244 and 139 on the north, and 92 on the west, but to
omit 89 since it communicates with 243 and the walls to the
north are lost. I take it that room 151 belonged to a series of
shops along street 4 as did 248-54 and 48-2x (to the north).
To this same group may belong 140, 142, 141, 144, and 247,
but as they lie directly east of the court they may be con­
sidered with this section. To section C also belong rooms 239,
147, and 151 to the south of the court.

After the construction of the rectangular court the north­
west corner was cut off by the strong walls of 143. The walls
were above the baked brick of 61 and lay so close to the
surface that the doorways were not apparent. It may belong to
the period after the general abandonment of the city following
its surrender to Septimius Severus.

Rooms 240, 94, 61 and 143 (the court, liwan, entrance and
northwest corner).

The corridor 240 yielded some fragments of gold thread,
three small glazed lamps, one of which is recorded as found in
the drain, a bronze rod bent at right angles, a faience lamp
saucer and the marble torso of a reclining figurine.

Room 94 yielded seven fragments of plaster architectural
decoration, some on the surface and some just beneath. At
least three designs were represented. There was a broad
meander pattern set with circles enclosing six-petalled rosettes



LEVEL I OF BLOCK G6 113

made with arcs of circles. The design was broad enough to
include meanders on each side of a central line. The surface
was flat, the cutting moderately deep, the background painted
red. A single spiral was molded rather than cut with flat
surface and was of the type commonly found with a central
elliptical leaf or with a step meander. The cutting was shallow
and the background was red. A repeated elliptical pattern may
have been the overall design of interlocking circles and ros­
ettes. There is no indication of curve in the small pieces at
Michigan and they may have served as decorative string bands
in the hall. At Assur similar designs are used on architraves as
well as on the soffits of arches in the corridors. 11 Since the
pieces at Seleucia are small, however, they may have belonged
to curved surfaces such as the facade or the soffit of the arch.
They give evidence in any case that the great open room 94
was decorated with Parthian designs in plaster and indicate,
therefore, that the room belonged to the Parthian liwan class
with vaulted roof.

Two bronze Roman coins found near the surface and
belonging to the time of Trajan offer the possibility that the
section was constructed early in the first period.

Other finds were insignificant, though from the mud brick
two bricks stamped with inscriptions of Nebuchadnezzer were
recovered. A small unglazed lamp was found at a depth of 2
meters, a faience whorl and a barrel-shaped glazed bead at 2.10
meters and from closer to the surface a carved bone piece
belonging apparently to a pyxis, a two-handled faience jug, a
broken pot cover, and a cylindrical bead of dark stone or
bitumen.

The 32 finds listed from 61 require only a summary here.
There were two heads of clay figurines, parts of three figurines
in marble or alabaster, and the upper part of a bone figurine. A
bronze coin was dated A.D. 24/5-26/7 in the time of
Artabanus III and a coin from the mud brick belonged to the
period 121-83 B.C. From the bottom of a drain came six glass
beads (four orange, two green) and one glass inset. A coral
bead was significant as showing a connection with the Medi­
terranean. A mold, glazed inside, represented a mask or gro­
tesque face. Otherwise the finds comprised the usual lamps,
small jugs, unidentified coins, beads, a bronze bell, etc.

The finds from 143 added another bone female figurine
with head, feet, and arms missing; a bronze coin of Paconus II,
A.D. 83/4; two lamps (one glazed); a cosmetic pot; and a large
glazed two-handled jar. The coin and one of the lamps came
from below the Level I floor.

Rooms 239,147 and 151 (rooms south of the liwan).
Room 239 forms an inner room to the south of the liwan

94. A border of baked brick tiles as well as its size marks it as
an important room. The purpose of a rectangular niche placed
in the middle of the west wall and paved with baked brick is
not clear. Opposite the niche a paved doorway leads to room
147.

Room 239 yielded a part of a marble statuette, a bronze
bell with iron clapper, a small grotesque male figurine with
chin on knees, a bronze horn belonging to the figurine of an
animal and, below the Level I floor, a jar handle stamped with
a monogram. From the mud brick of the north wall came a
baked brick fragment with part of the griffon figure with
snake or lizard tail. The rest of the 15 finds listed were not of
special interest.

From room 147 only three finds are listed, the upper half
of a figurine of Heracles with the lion's skin, a small glazed
bust, and the mold of a negroid face with open mouth.

A hoard of 40 small and one large bronze coins in 151,
found 40 centimeters below the surface, belonged to the
period of Vologeses III, A.D. 148-192. A large, thin silver coin
found separate from the hoard belonged to Mithradates II,
123/22-91/90 B.C. Otherwise the finds were routine: two
lamps (one from the mud brick, one from below floor level), a
glazed pitcher, and a large deep faience bowl.

Rooms 146, 166/145, and 242 (rooms east of the liwan 94).
Room 146 forms a narrow corridor from the south end of

the court to the large room 166/145; and yielded only two
finds, a small glazed lamp at 50 centimeters and a broken ivory
or bone hairpin below floor level.

Room 242 is completely isolated in the plan but may
originally have served as an entranceway from the street. It lay
above the middle-block corridor of Level II. The only find was
a small glazed lamp found at a depth of 2 meters.

The large room 166/145 was taken at first to be divided in
two, and consequently received two numbers in the plan.
Perhaps it is useful to note that the foot and head of an
alabaster figurine, probably acrolithic, was found in 166 as was
the head of a bone knife or pin carved in the form of the
forelegs and head of a charging animal (wild boar?). An ala­
baster arm probably belonging to the statuette mentioned in
166 was found in 145 and an iron knife blade, perhaps
belonging to the bone handle of 166. The two parts of the
room together yielded three unidentified coins, two crude
glazed lamps, parts of two small clay figurines, beads or
buttons, two jars, and a clay pot cover.

Rooms 140,141,142,144, and 247 (rooms east of the court).
In this series east of the court 61, only one doorway

remains. It connects the narrow rooms 142 and 144 and is
scarcely narrower than the rooms themselves. One expects that
the section C would include the rooms to the east, but it is
quite possible that they had access to the street also.

Curiously enough, only two finds were made in the largest
room, 140; a small clay jug and a bronze coin of A.D. 9/10.

Room 141 yielded parts of a bone hairpin, a glazed bead, a
small jar of one handle, a glazed lamp, and the bearded face of
a figurine.

Two small glazed lamps were the only finds in 247.
Room 144 yielded a bronze coin of A.D. 11/12-15/16 and

a small round gold leaf. Six finds were listed in 142: an inset
of carnelian or glass, two small glazed lamps, a jar with glazed
interior, a figurine of a child's face, and the lower half of a
blue glazed amuletic figure.

Rooms 244 and 139 (rooms north of the court).
Rather arbitrarily perhaps, I have included these two rooms

in section C. The wall to the north, however, seems partic­
ularly strong as well as the wall to the west. A long corridor
with a doorway connects the two rooms but the extension of
the corridor beyond the doorway suggests that originally
access to the street was obtained in this corner. A street
entrance and a right-angle turn before entrance to the main
courtyard would not have been usual. It is just possible that in
the troubled times toward the close of the city's history, outer
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doorways were blocked up in favor of the more easily pro­
tected entrances in the center of the block.

The inner room 244 of the apartment yielded three small
glazed and one unglazed lamp, a bead, part of a grotesque
figurine, a piece of plaster molded in a spool design (perhaps
from an architectural decoration), and, probably from the
mud brick, a bead of lapis and two sealings with identical
impressions.

Below floor level in 139 the undisturbed burial of an infant
(grave 64) in contracted position was found. With the skeleton
were two glass beads, one bronze coin (unidentified), and a
fragment of an iron knife. Bird bones were listed as found in
the earth filling of a jar.

Three identifiable coins were recovered: a large silver coin
of Phraates IV, 38/7-2/1 B.C., at a depth of 25 centimeters, a
bronze coin of Vologeses II, A.D. 133/4-148/52, from the
northwest corner, and in the second tier of the west wall a
bronze coin of Vologeses III dated A.D. 174/5-177/78.

A very striking find was a capital broken into two pieces,
illustrated in the Preliminary Report. 12 An acanthus leaf is
represented at the base and above the winged figure of a boy
seated on a goose. The short wings stretch out to either side of
the frontal figure of the boy to support the projecting corners
of the capital. It is not clear where a column with such a
capital would have stood in 139. Possibly it belonged orig­
inally to some other room in the house. The capital itself
forms an interesting combination of Greek motifs with the
oriental development of column capitals.

There was a comparatively large number of iron fragments:
part of an iron blade or scabbard, two fragments of an iron
blade, two broken iron keys, parts of an iron chisel, and three
iron nails. Other finds worthy of remark were a gold earring, a
thin oblong rectangular ivory plaque, and the head of a
figurine with hair curling around the face. The wheel of a
child's toy reminds one of the infant's grave but was not found
in the tomb. Pottery and lamps, pieces of bronze instruments,
and unidentified coins comprised the other finds. The room
was apparently an important one and one extensively used.
Unfortunately, as has been remarked, its connection with
adjacent rooms except 244 is not clear.

Room 92 (west ofroom 143 and court 61).
The cache of 214 silver tetradrachms found three meters

beneath the floor in room 92 was astonishing. 1 3 The hoard
was contained in a jar and fragments of the cloth bag in which
the coins had been wrapped were still recognizable. The coins
all belong to Vologeses III and date, as McDowell points out,
from A.D. 148 to A.D. 165/6. They are related, therefore, to
the capture of the city by Verus in A.D. 165. Probably the
hoards of bronze coins of the period of Vologeses III from
rooms 151 andLd l may be attributed to the same disaster.
The hoard illustrates in part the difficulty in the levels at
Seleucia, for were the coins not plainly dated, the find at three
meters would reasonably have been assigned to Level II or III.

Along the east wall a grave (16) with four bodies was
discovered. The skeletons (one of which was of a child) lay on
a rubble frame but without coffins. The bodies had been
disturbed and one suspects that the burial had been hasty since
it was not deeply dug; that a certain amount of wealth had
been buried with them; and that the grave was known. It
seems reasonable to infer that the family owning the house

was slain in the attack on the city and buried with a mimimum
of ceremony. Such a destruction would account for the hoard
of silver coins never being recovered.

Fragments of figurines included a male head with pointed
hat cut with vertical lines, part of a female figure recliningon a
couch, half of a ram's head and neck, and the grotesque head
representing the spout of a vessel. The only other finds were
three beads and a tall glazed jug with one handle.

The intrinsic value of the hoard represents a man of wealth
and, since room 92 lies immediately west of the great court, it
may reasonably be attributed to section C. One may infer,
therefore, that in Level I, previous to the attack of Verus, a
wealthy citizen occupied the eastern center of the block in a
fairly spacious and well-decorated house. It does not compare
with the size of unit F in the middle of the west side, but it
did form a comparatively large unit set in what was obviously
the choice position in the block. One may assign to the period
after 164 the carving up of the courtyard by the intrusion of
143 in the northwest corner. One may suspect also that many
other architectural changes were made in this later period in an
impoverishment revealed in this encroachment in court 61.
The baked brick step south of room 143 suggests an entry to
92 from 61 made after the encroachment of 143.

Sections D and E

Sections D and E have been left to the last because the
evidence of the walls is least satisfactory at the north and of
the block. The block seems to have remained divided by the
north-south alleyway 260-70. One supposes there were corner
sections on either side of this division and the large open halls,
111 and 135, appropriately placed to the north and south of
what might be a great courtyard in unit E, suggest the main
axis of a residence.

On the east side of the block there are even fewer walls
remaining and the only rooms, except for room 245, are the
series along street 4 and along a part of street H. Apparently
there was a recessed area along street H to the east and west of
alley 260 which might have formed a parking space for horses
and chariots, as well as providing an impressive facade for the
north entrance to the block. It lends support to Mr.
McDowell's theory that the whole block comprised one unit.
It is well to keep in mind that the period of Level I, the time
from Trajan to Septimus, was divided by the conquest of
Verus in 164/5 and that the arrangements after the occupation
of Verus may have undergone many alterations. An explora­
tion of other blocks would be most useful in providing further
evidence, and especially to confirm the apparent arrangement
along street H. Some of the block may have been destroyed in
the attack of Verus and not rebuilt.

I propose to take up the individual rooms as far as they are
well defined and then to survey the finds in the vacant central
areas, noting the provenance only of particularly significant
finds since the location and purpose of individual rooms are
lost. Room 245 offers a convenient starting place, then 248
will be examined and the successive rooms north along the
street and then west.

In room 245 at the southeast corner of the great court, a
large coin, apparently silver, of Vologeses III and dated A.D.
159/160, was found at a depth of 50 centimeters. Burial 55,
an open burial of a full grown male, lay along the north side of
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the room, 60 centimeters below the surface. Fragments of one
or two glass tear bottles lay on the chest.

Other finds in the room consisted of three small glazed
lamps, a clay spout in the form of a conventionalized lion's
head, a bone bead or whorl, and parts of two figurines, one the
face of a child, the second a bearded head with high headdress.

Rooms 248, 54, 48, 2x, 42, 39, 37, 33, 31, and 155 (rooms
along street 4).

Room 248 yielded only one cosmetic pot and one small
glazed lamp.

Ten finds are listed under 54, but two, a small glazed lamp
and a figurine of a standing nude female, are listed in Level II,
and a faience pitcher was recovered just outside and south of
the room. There were two small glazed one-handled jugs or
pitchers, a plaster ring perhaps serving as a loom weight, a
barrel-shaped agate bead, an unidentified bronze coin, a bone
hairpin, and a small glazed lamp.

Room 2x may have served as an entrance to 245 since the
space is too narrow for a serviceable room and it runs beyond
the entrance to 48. No finds were recorded from the room and
from 48 only seven items: a flat-bottomed glass bottle minus
the neck, a ring of baked clay, a two-handled clay water jar, an
unidentified coin, a marble female face and neck with traces of
color on the lips and nostrils, a clay grotesque dwarf with legs
broken, and the end of a clay column with blue glaze found
west of 48 in room 245 but listed under 48.

No finds were listed in 42.
The single find of burial 75, a small glass bottle, was listed

under 39, but the grave which contained three skeletons
actually lay under the east wall of 155 in the northwest corner
of 39. There were three skeletons buried under the wall. The
only finds from 39 itself were a large clay round-bottomed
cooking pot with twisted 'rope' handles, a small glazed lamp at
50 centimeters; a female head with two-bun hairdo from 180
centimeters; and one unidentified bronze coin.

In 37, two small glazed lamps were found in the wall and a
female figurine head with crescent tiara. A third small glazed
lamp was found at 180 centimeters, a female head with
smooth hairdo at 150 centimeters, and, below the high mud
brick wall, a bronze coin of A.D. 4344. The only other finds
were a frowning male figurine head with headdress broken at 2
meters and a female figurine head with two-pointed hairdo in
the sub II level.

The large number of small finds listed from 33 is probably
due to the two burials in the room, though the larger part of
the finds was not actually identified as belonging to the
burials. Burial 63 was beneath the floor level in the southwest
corner along the west wall and contained the skeleton of one
full grown person with one stone bead and two coins near the
feet. Grave 92 was below floor level, partly under the south
wall and resting on the orthostates. The baked brick cover had
been largely removed in the ancient robbing of the grave. Still
remaining were some gold threads, a bone pin, and two
unidentified bronze coins.

At a depth of 40 centimeters a hoard of eleven bone, nude
figurines of the fetish type were recovered and at 70 centi­
meters a jar with the bones of a bird, apparently a chicken.

There were a number of beads, parts of a bronze mirror, a
bronze signet ring, a steatite whorl, some of the common types
of pottery, small lamps, and parts of clay figurines.

The greater part of the finds from 31 was recovered from
grave 62 which lay along the west wall 50 centimeters below
the surface of the ground. At least four people had been
buried in the grave, but the bones were scattered in ancient
pillaging. The finds were largely bronze ornaments with a silver
ring and one small gold bead included. An iron key was found
in the finger bones of one figure. 1 4

Apart from the grave but probably representing a scattered
piece, was the lower and upper jaw of a skeleton discovered in
the street wall. A carnelian bead and the figurine of a setting
hen were listed with definite place of find.

More interesting was the stamped Greek jar handle found
under the south drain.

From the brickwork of the south wall came a bronze coin
dated A.D. 149/50-155/56 and a marble female head with
faience eyes and plaster headdress. A whorl of steatite and a
crude female fetish from 150 centimeters were the only other
finds.

From the long room 155 only one find was recorded,
namely, scales and spines of animal or vegetable matter at 2
centimeters.

Rooms 35 and 41 and alcove 120 (rooms along the east end of
Street H).

From the mud brick of 35 two bronze coins were
recovered, one of which was identified as belonging to Osroes,
A.D. 113/4-119/20. The upper part of a figurine of Har­
pocrates with finger in mouth was found at 120 centimeters
and at 40 centimeters a large wide vessel with interior glazed.
The last find was a stamped jar handle, located below floor
level. The catalogue records the four bar sigma.

Only five items were recorded from room 41: a faience
bead, a glazed pitcher, two settings linked together for insets,
perhaps of silver, and a small faience lamp at 160 centimeters.

The alcove 120 in the street might be recorded here also,
particularly as it yielded only one conical type basalt pestle
and a round glass bead.

The open area 243, with 89, 40, 250, 251, 259,43, 154,262
(also 38, 34, shown on Van Ingen's plan in the northeast
corner).

The area 243 is fairly well defined in the southwest corner
of the court and it gives access to 89. Since 89 and 92 are the
same width they very possibly belong to the same section.
With the door between 89 and 243 clearly marked, and no
entranceway to 92, I have allocated 89 to section D and 92 to
section C (already described).

In room 243 burial 54 was discovered. The body, without
coffin, was laid on a rubble base along and partly beneath the
south wall. Most of the finds were made in the grave or close
to it and may be associated with the burial. There was a round
carnelian bead, a semiprecious stone (garnet?) in a flat gold
setting (probably an earring) found on the surface and a
decorated bone hairpin found at a depth of 30 centimeters. At
a depth of one meter a bead pendant was recovered and a
two-handled faience jar. One of two bronze coins in the
brickwork was identified as belonging to A.D. 119/120. A
small juglet was recovered at 1.70 meters and at the top of
Level II a small unglazed lamp.

The finds in 89 were not particularly distinguished, though
one fragment of molded plaster decoration was found in the
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east wall. There were two unidentified coins, a small bronze
signet ring, two lamps, a broken bone figurine, a faience bead,
and a two-handled glazed jar listed as belonging to Level II.

One may report separately on room 40 since it has well­
defined borders on two sides and part of the third. The finds,
however, were not distinguished. There were three small glazed
lamps, part of a marble statuette of a reclining draped woman,
a perforated clay disc, a round flat mother-of-pearl bead, and
one large wide-bottomed jar of clay.

In the wide central area a large round-bottomed pot was
recovered under the baked brick drain in 262. A bronze
Sassanian coin was found at a depth of one meter, a large silver
coin of Vologeses III, A.D. 172-173, at a depth of 40 centi­
meters, and on the surface a large silver coin of Vologeses V,
A.D. 208/9-222/23. A bronze coin from the west wall was
dated 145-139, 129-125 B.C.

Parts of five bone figurines of fetish type were recovered
scattered over three different areas, six parts of marble
figurines, and only four pieces of clay figurines. A large
number of the finds are listed from the surface but placed in
areas designated by numbers. In 154 no finds were recorded.
In addition to the finds mentioned, the large proportion was
small lamps and the smaller types of pottery.

The corridor 260 separates section D from section E.
Rather interestingly the walls on either side of the corridor
break off short on the south with a step of baked brick
between. On the south side of the court the corridor 70
continues with well-defined walls for some distance north and
south, but also ends with a step of baked brick between. This
suggests that a large part of the open area of D and E was not
occupied at least in the last part of Level I. There was in this
area no evidence of walls in any part of Level I but some
foundations may have been eroded completely away or have
been unrecognizable in the deterioration of the mud brick.
The hoards of coins dating from the time of Verus suggest
extensive destruction of lives and property at that time. It
might well be, therefore, that the open areas in D and E were
leveled off with the destruction of earlier walls. The finds on
the surface and close to it show occupation but the small
pieces, lamps, pottery, figurines are almost as common in open
courts as in rooms.

It seems best, in any case, to separate D and E in the report,
particularly as in E the general plan of a house unit remains in
skeleton.

Section E
It is very tempting to see two liwans 111 and 135 to the

south and north of the great open square in unit E. These are
oriented correctly, they lie directly opposite one another, and
they correspond very well with the size of other liwans on the
block. The walls encasing them, moreover, seem very clear. If
this is so, one expects at least a row of rooms on the east to
enclose the main court of the building, a row which would
presumably continue the line of the east wall of 112, as the
facade on the west side continues the line of the west wall of
249. Again, however, some of the building may have been
razed in the second half of the period, that is, after Verus.

Rooms 111,112, and 249 (rooms at the south end of the open
court).

On the south side of the court, 111 forms a large open
chamber with side walls not quite the same length and flanked

to east and west by 112 and 249, respectively. If it comprised
a part of a house unit, one would expect this to be the chief
room with adjacent chambers and it would form the most
important part of the house. Finds were scanty, however, and
gave very little indication of the dates or the employment of
the rooms.

From 111 there were recovered a faience lamp of the crude
type, a stone button of lentoid shape, a pot cover, and a
two-handled water jar of fine buff clay. Fragments of square
pieces of bone or ivory suggested an inlay pattern. Finally a
part of a clay column capital indicated some decoration of the
facade on the wall.

From 112 came other pieces of bone or ivory inlay, a bone
figurine or fetish, a black steatite whorl, and a small unglazed
lamp.

Room 249 yielded only a small faience lamp and three
parts of clay figurines: a small face with pinched-in cheeksof
the type fashioned carelessly with thumb and finger, the head
and bust of a draped female figure, and a female head with
elaborate two-pronged headdress.

Rooms 135, 115, and 255 (rooms at the north end of the open
court).

On the north side of the court the central room 135 yielded
only one item, a pyramidal loom weight.

A clay pitcher was recovered from 115, a large glazedlamp,
a marble figurine of a reclining figure, a mother-of-pearl string
separator, and the face of a large clay figurine. From the liben
came a coin of Osroes, A.D. 120-130, and a flat bronze rod.

Room 255 was still less productive, yielding from the room
itself only a male figurine head with crested headdress. From
the mud brick came a second male head, this time with long
beard and tall pointed headdress in the Parthian-Persian style,
and a very small marble cosmetic dish. It is not clear whether
these finds were contained in a niche or pocket in the walland
so belonged to the final period or whether they were con­
tained in the bricks themselves.

One might add here the west end of the street entrance 114
since it adjoins 115. The only finds listed were a small glazed
lamp from the liben and an unidentified coin, perhaps of
silver.

Rooms 116, 226, 261, 263, 113, 137 and 134 (the open
court).

These numbers cover the open space in section E including
the central court. The units of the respective areas are not
defined due to lack of dividing walls.

Room 116 forms an alcove or open room in the west wall
of the court, and a part of its area at least is, therefore, clearly
defined. There were, however, only four finds: a plain bronze
ring, a shallow glazed bowl, a figurine of a child's turbaned
head, and a figurine face of bearded head with blunt nose and
thick lips.

Room 226 was the most significant area from the point of
view of finds since it contained a hoard of 18 tetradrachms
and an undisturbed burial.

Fifteen of the tetradrachms were found together with frag­
ments of the little bag in which they had been contained, three
more were found separately. All date from the period
153/4-165/6 and apparently belonged together. They mark
again the capture of the city by Verus and the loss of inhab­
itants indicated by the abandonment of the hoard. l s
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The burial was contained in a large cooking pot and lay
close to the surface. The finds indicated the burial of a woman
or girl with a necklace of 45 beads including gold, an ivory
pendant, an amuletic key, two bronze rings, a bronze earring,
and a bronze bracelet.

Other finds were of usual type, three faience lamps, frag­
ments of a pyxis of bone or ivory, pieces of two or three bone
fetishes, a coin with beveled edge at a depth of 2 meters, a
large marble bead and parts of six clay figurines. Of the clay
figurines, one was a head of the triangular type, one was an
erect nude female figure with hand on breast, one was the
head of a male with high hat, one a female head of Greek type
with very small headdress pointed at the back, and two more
female heads, one with part of the draped chest, one with a
headdress of three projections.

A sill of baked brick was found on the north side of the
north wall of 68, indicating apparently the remains of an
earlier doorway to 226. The hoard in the time of Verus and
the burial close to the surface suggest both an absence of
building after the time of Verus and an occupation of a house
unit up to that time. I am inclined to believe, therefore, that
the great open space at the north end of the block in Level I
gives the actual state in the second half of the period (that is,
after Verus, A.D. 164), but that in the first half of the period
regular households were established in sections D and E. The
well marked on the map is included in section 263.

Half the finds of 261 are listed as probably from the top of
Level II. The confusion may be due to the fact that Level I
was split by the destruction in the period of Verus. From the
lower level came an unglazed lamp and a series of jars,
probably all of common ware in spite of the faience. Of three
low, broad but small vessels one had the faience exterior, one
was glazed inside, and one was glazed only in the upper part.
In clay there were a small two-handled vessel with pointed
bottom, a cosmetic pot with pointed base, a small cosmetic
saucer, a small narrow vessel with tall neck, and a small
pitcher.

The same type of finds belonged to the upper level: a small
clay cosmetic pot at 2 meters, a small glazed jug from the
surface, a two-handled jar apparently glazed at 2 meters, and
three parts of clay figurines: a female head with broken
headdress, a seated small male figure holding a musical instru­
ment, and a face with round curly beard. The only other finds
were a large pierced bitumen disc, a series of large iron links
with a rod attachment, and a short bone pin with head
missing.

The well in 263 contained three pitchers, a larger jar, one
lamp, the fragment of a bone hairpin, part of a second
decorated bone pin, part of a bronze bracelet, a complete
figurine of Heracles on a pedestal, and two unidentified bronze
coins.

Apart from the finds in the well, part of a clay figurine of
Cupid seated on a swan was recovered, as were five lamps and
a square-mouthed pyramidal bronze bell with iron tongue.

There were two graves in 113 Level I, one designated as in
the north wall and the other in the east wall, with baked brick
covering the surface. Yeivin believes the first tomb belonged to
a man buried alive, since the skeleton was in a contorted
position and there were no finds except a fragment of iron
near the right wrist.l "

The second grave in the east wall probably indicates the use
of walls belonging to previous levels as protective covering for
the tomb. The grave belonged to a full grown man and con­
tained some potsherds covering the body and three bronze
coins, one of which was dated in the period of Osroes, A.D.
120-130. Another bronze coin of Osroes was found in the
room at a depth of two feet and a bronze coin of Seleucus I at
a depth of one meter. The only other finds were a gold chain 9
centimeters long.

Area 137 yielded a square lead weight and a stone of
conical shape, perhaps a pendant.

The nine finds from 134 included a broken bronze signet
ring, a black and white stone amulet or bead, a clay pitcher, a
marble ring or large perforated bead, some gold thread, a
bronze mirror, a small faience pig, a saucer lamp from the
upper II Level, and the shoulder and breasts of a nude female
figurine.

Rooms 254, 257, 136 and 231 (apartment in the northwest
corner).

These rooms apparently form a separate apartment with
entranceway to street H but with no communication with the
central court of section E or with street 6 or with the adjacent
rooms 121,258 and 138.

The entrance room 254 forms a sort of alcove or wide
hallway off street H and gives the only access to room 257.
Burial 67 was discovered beneath floor level along the east wall
near the north corner. It was a grave without coffin and
contained one body. The grave had been robbed in ancient
times and the furniture and bones were disturbed. There was a
small bone key under the skull, a small gold pendant of
pomegranate shape and two links of the gold chain from which
it was suspended. Twelve beads of carnelian, glass, faience,
stone, and coral were recovered and a square gold bead with
red and blue insets. Small pieces of a large terracotta figurine
and fragments of bronze and iron are mentioned among the
grave furniture but not listed in the catalogue.

From the surface of the room a small bronze earring was
recovered, a reclining nude figurine at a depth of one meter
and a large marble barrel-shaped bead at 1.30 meters.

The only finds in 257 were two small glazed lamps, both
found in the walls.

The room 136 may have formed an open court for the
apartment under discussion. The entranceway in the northeast
corner is very unusual, since the door would run across the
corner and not along one side. Two bronze coins were found
in the liben of the north wall, one of which belonged to
Antiochus I, 280-261 B.C. A small glazed lamp was found in
the sub I level; otherwise the finds were close to the surface or
discovered in the loose dirt of clearning. There was a shallow
glazed bowl, a female figurine head and bust with a veil or
draped headdress, a barrel-shaped bronze bead, a pitcher, and a
chipped garnet inset.

The inner room 231 contained only a bone fetish, two
small cosmetic pots, two small glazed lamps and a female
figurine head with broken headdress.

Rooms 121, 258 and 138 (rooms in northwest corner adjacent
to the apartment).

These rooms adjacent to the apartment yielded very little.
No finds were listed from 258. Only one find was made in
138; i.e. a small pointed jar burnished with bitumen.
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There were a number of finds in 121 but none of striking
importance. A coin of Vardarnes I, A.D. 43/445/6, was
recovered from the brickwork of the south wall and from a
sub I level a small crude glazed lamp. An unglazed lamp was
found on the surface and a reclining draped female figurine.
The digging in the room yielded a conical basalt pestle, a clay
pot cover, a bone fetish, a large iron ring (perhaps a bracelet),
part of a seated female figurine and three lamps, one of the
open bowl type with long nozzle, a small glazed lamp, and a
larger one with most of the glaze gone.

Rooms 119, lx, 230, 229, 66 and 228 (rooms in the south­
west corner).

Room 229 has an entranceway to street 6 and givesaccess
to 230. Otherwise no doorways are indicated. There were no
finds in 1x and only two in 119: an irregular piece of lead and
the head and part of the bust of a female figurine. These two
rooms adjacent to one another seem too small for occupancy
and may, therefore, have formed part of a corridor into the
main court from street 6 in the period before Verus. In this
case both rooms 66 and 138, as well as 230 and 229, probably
made a part of the chief house in section E. Room 228 was
probably also included in the house. It seems a little small for
a shop and certainly did not communicate directly with 64 to
the south. There is room for a doorway to 62 in section F.
More reasonable, however, seems the connection with 228 and
an inclusion in section E.

Room 230 yielded two small glazed lamps and a bone
fetish. Two more small glazed lamps were found in 229 and a
barrel-shaped white stone bead. These were the only finds.

Room 228 also yielded very little: the head of a male
figurine at 1.20 centimeters, a small glazed lamp in the sub
floor level, and a large pitcher from the upper II level.

The large room 66 was more rewarding but the finds were
not particularly illuminating. In the catalogue a drain is listed

and a figurine head and bust was marked from near the drain
top, and a pitcher with wide rim from the drain itself. A glass
bottle was discovered level with the drain and in the sub floor
level were found two bronze discs with star patterns, perhaps
medallions, a figurine of a slender bearded face, and a small
crude glazed lamp. In the brickwork a small figurine head with
three-pointed headdress and two bronze unidentified coins
were found.

The room itself contained four small glazed lamps, a bronze
earring, a broken small clay jar, a large one-handled jar con.
taining the charcoal from twigs and bark, and a black stone
whorl. The only other finds were a spherical pot with wide
mouth, glazed at the rim and in the interior, a coarse glazed
pot, and a large clay pan or container.

The finds are sufficient to indicate the occupancy of the
room but insufficient to identify the date or the special
employment.

1. Waterman, Prelim. Rep., 22.

2. Waterman, Prelim. Rep., 20.

3. Waterman, Sec. Prelim. Rep., 46-7.

4. Waterman, Prelim. Rep., 65-6 and pl. XXIV, 1.

5. McDowell, Stamped and Inscribed Objects, 253.

6. Waterman, Sec. Prelim. Rep., 43-44.

7. McDowell, Coins, 92 and 130.

8. Van Ingen, Figurines, plan I.

9. McDowell, Coins, 128-9.

10. McDowell, Stamped and Inscribed Objects, 260-1.

11. Andrae and Lenzen, Partherstadt Assur, fig. 19 and pl. 14.

12. Waterman, Prelim. Rep., pl. II, 1.

13. McDowell, Coins, 128.
14. See Yeivin's remarks on the subject in Sec. Prelim. Rep., 42.
15. See McDowell, Coins, 234.

16. Waterman, Sec. Prelim. Rep., 47.



VIII. TEMPLES A and B

Temple A (the I-J areaof blocks 21-23)
Near the eastern corner of the Seleucia mound complex is a

large rectangular depression, the lowest area in Seleucia. It lies
just north of the east-west canal between the north-south
streets 19 and 27, comprising an area of about four blocks.
A little to the east of this area a small mound about
six by eight meters in length and breadth, rose to a
maximum height of 2.16 meters above the ground level
of the large depression. On the surface of the mound
were numerous fragments of burnt brick, especially along the
sloping sides, but there were surprisingly few potsherds in
evidence. In an earlier season, Professor Waterman had dug
three trial trenches into the sides of the mound and had shown
that it concealed a structure made partly of baked, partly of
unbaked brick. The resumption of excavations soon showed
that the great square represented a precinct removed from the
accumulation of debris in the city streets and residential areas.
The discovery of a second precinct of the same type on the
west side of the city, and in the same position relative to the
east-west canal, indicated that the precincts were temple
enclosures, and the foundations of large buildings in the
central mounds with the recovery of fragments of statues
larger than life-size confirmed the identification. Since no
inscription or indication of the names of deities was dis­
covered, the precinct to the east was called Temple A, as the
first excavated, and the second, Temple B. Excavations began
on October 12, 1936, and continued until February 5, 1937,
with a force of from 105 to 115 Arab workmen.

By the close of the season, about 85 per cent of the mound
(Temple A) had been excavated down to the ground level; in
three small areas the strata below the precinct level were
examined. At least three periods of construction were brought
to light above virgin soil in the course of our operations: the
uppermost, termed the Late Occupation, was limited in extent
and of little importance; Level I represented the building
whose debris formed the mound. Its principal divisions were
an inner open court or shrine, an enclosing covered corridor,
and a theatre. The excavations at this level were, unfor­
tunately, by no means completed at the end of the season and
Level II was reached in only the three small areas mentioned
above. It seems quite possible that the earlier structure
extended over a larger area than does that of Level I.

The level of the ground in the large depression was arbi­
trarily chosen as the zero point from which the elevations
measured in Temple A were determined. This zero point is
3.05 meters below the high plain level further west on the
mound, a level used occasionally as an airplane landing field.

The Late Occupation Level
The remains of this period are very scanty and are limited

to the fragmentary remains of dwellings that were built on top
of the debris of the corridor of the Level I structure. Frag­
ments of walls four or five courses high, bonded with mud and
built of reused bricks from Level I, were found in all four
sections of the outer court but were most frequent in the
southeastern and southwestern areas. None of the walls was
complete, and it is difficult to determine with any degree of
certainty the ground plan of the houses that they represent. It
is probable that poor dwellings were built against the wall
separating the inner court and the corridor, in a manner
somewhat similar to the late dwellings built around the Gareus
Temple at Warka. As the walls are rather uniformly four or
five courses high, it is possible that burnt brick was employed
only as the lower portions of the walls, mud brick being laid
on top of it. Incidentally it may be remarked that the areas in
which the late remains are the heaviest are those in which the
debris constituting the top of the mound is the greatest. The
mud and plaster-mud floors of the huts could not be traced
over more than small areas, as they were very poorly pre­
served. Only one good rectangular plaster floor was found. The
level of these floors, using the ground level of the rectangular
depression as the datum line, varied from 0.23 to 0.47 meters,
that is from about 0.45 to 0.70 above the Level I floors. Four
granaries, a curving drain, and a small water basin, all built of
reused burned brick, were found, but none of them was
associated with any definite house structure.

Very few small objects were found that could be definitely
associated with the Late Occupation level. Three glass vessels
lying together above the one good plaster floor may possibly
be early Arabic, although the shape of one of them is similar
to a small Sassanian clay jug found at Ctesiphon. Only three
Arabic sherds were found throughout the entire mound, and a
few Arabic coins were found in the debris above the central
court. Two storage jars of Sassanian type were also found. Few
coins were obtained that would be useful for dating purposes.
The small objects seem to point to a late Parthian or early
Sassanian occupation. There are no late architectural remains
in the inner court, but it is quite likely that the numerous poor
graves found in that area were made during this late occupa­
tion, a period after A.D. 200.

Half of the plaster floor of the inner court was destroyed,
probably during the time the area was used as a cemetery.
Twenty-five skeletons were found in the debris, 19 in the
central court. Of the 16 adults, seven were male, two probably
female, and there were seven whose sex could not be deter-
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mined due to the fragmentary condition of the remains. There
were also the remains of six children and three babies. Only
ten of the bodies had a brick grave about them. All of these
graves were constructed of bricks from the debris, thre~ ~f
them being built around the bodies after they had ?een la1~ m
the ground. The bodies were all extended, with varymg
arrangements of the arms and legs. Most of them had been
disturbed, so that few grave objects were found. However, four
glass bottles, two coins of Vologases III, a necklace, two
anklets, and two small bronze bells were recovered. As the
orientation of the bodies varied considerably, they were
probably pre-Islamic.

Level I (pl. X)
Both the graves in the central court and the position of the

houses seem to indicate that the Late Occupation occurred
while the walls of the Level I structure were still standing, but
after the building had been deserted for some time, during
which more than a meter of debris had accumulated. This
occupation must have occurred before the brick-robbing
operations that have so destroyed the Level I building. Due to
the depredations of the Arabs who robbed the ancient
buildings to obtain fired bricks for their own structures, there
are no walls remaining in the first level. In many cases it has
been possible to trace the position of the walls by carefully
cleaning the floors, or rather the foundations, that remained
after the brick flooring was removed and noting the relation­
ship of the floor areas. It was often possible to find a smooth
vertical face at the outer edges of floors which had been built
up to a smooth brick wall.

The building is composed of several sections that are best
considered separately. A large court is surrounded on all four
sides by a wide corridor. Beyond the corridor, on the south­
east side, are two fragmentary floors; to the southwest is a
series of small floor sections and a theatre-like structure built
of mud brick.

The central court, 28.00 x 26.00 meters in size, has a
plaster floor that is relatively smooth and shows no indication
of ever having been covered by bricks. Some two- to three­
tenths meters below this floor is an earlier one, also of plaster,
that has not yet been cleaned except along the edges. The
outer extremities of both floors form quite a straight line that
makes it possible to establish the original position of the brick
wall limiting the floor, though today no bricks remain in
position due to the thorough robbing done by the Arabs. The
northern half of the floor is in large part destroyed, due to the
use of the area as a cemetery at a later period. There are flecks
of ash in the debris immediately above the floor but no
evidence of heavy burning, so it is probable that the central
court was not roofed. The fact that there is no indication of
posts or pillars, such as would be necessary to help carry a roof
over such a large area, supports this supposition. In the center
of the court (slightly west of center on the east-west axis) are
the fragmentary foundations of a small rectangular structure
that may have been an altar.

Surrounding the central court on all four sides is a strip
2.25 to 2.50 meters in width in which no bricks, aside from
fragments, and no flooring have been found. These strips
probably represent the space occupied by a wall of baked
brick.! Architectural details of decorated bricks and column

sections found in the court suggest the wall had engaged
columns and ornamented pilaster capitals supporting blind
arches in the Parthian style.

Beyond the wall is a corridor 5.10 to 5.60 meters in width
on whose dirt floor lay a heavy layer of ash and charcoal, with
occasional pieces of charred beams of palm fibre. It is possible
that the floor originally had a burnt brick surface, as a thin
layer of plaster was found on the floor in a few places. The
heavy burning would indicate that the corridor had been
roofed and that the building was deserted after its inflammable
parts were burned. From a study of the relative positions and
sizes of the fragmentary beams that were found lying on the
floor, one may obtain some idea of the manner in which the
corridor was roofed. Large logs, 0.20 to 0.25 meters in width
spanned the width of the corridor, and were spaced about 1.65
meters apart. Due to the charred and fibrous condition of the
wood it is impossible to say whether these beams were round
or rectangular in cross section. The maximum length found
was 2.50 meters. Lying normally on these were smaller pieces
whose charred remnants were 0.08 to 0.10 meters in width.
The maximum length found was 0.75 meters. There was no
evidence to show that roof tiles were placed on top of these
coverings; probably, therefore, a thatch and mud roofing was
employed.

On the east side of the structure the corridor extends
beyond the face of the building at each end and in the center
for a distance of 5.50 meters. The middle one might appro­
priately form the main entrance to the building but the door­
way is not clearly defined. The reason for the extension of the
corridor on either corner, except perhaps to form jutting
antae, is obscure. It is possible that similar extensions existed
on the west, as indicated on the plan.

On the south side of the building a series of seven floor
fragments at slightly different levels was uncovered. Between
them and the corridor was a brick wall, disclosed not only by
the intervening space between the floor segments and the
pavement of the corridor but also by the smooth face along
the south side of the corridor floor.

Still farther to the south is a four-meter strip yet to be fully
excavated. It separates the outer pavement from the theatre,
which faces toward the central court, that is toward the north.
The east-west break in the pavements is noticeable in front of
the theatre, which might indicate an additional wall to enclose
the theatre area or the foundation for a stage. The theatre is a
poorly preserved structure of mud bricks occupying an area 14
x 21.5 meters in size with a maximum height where excavated
of 2.17 meters above the datum line. There are remains of ten
rows of seats, badly destroyed but originally covered with
fired bricks. There is no evidence of central aisles. The orches­
tra is semicircular in shape and has a poorly preserved dirt and
plaster floor. It, too, was doubtless brick-covered originally.
Just north of the northeastern corner of the theatre are traces
of a flight of six steps that probably led to the upper rows of
seats. The back of the theatre, which was just below the
surface of the mound, has been badly destroyed by water so
that its original form could not be determined.

The areas east and west of the theatre have not yet been
explored, but to the south are traces of a Level I floor, covered
with a layer of ash. This floor, also, is very fragmentary, due to
the action of water and the shrinkage cracks in the ground as it
dried, since the floor is only 0.20 meters below ground sur-
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face. To the north and west, also, there is a very slight covering
over the floor level.

ArchitecturalPieces
The Arabs were thorough robbers, and consequently

extremely few whole plain bricks were found; but brick frag­
ments were plentiful. Rounded column fragments were not
uncommon, sometimes still bonded together forming one to
16 courses from 0.90 to 1.20 meters in diameter. From a
study of the position and spacing of these column sections it
seemed evident that the wall around the inner court had a
series of engaged columns on its inner face. In a few places in
the court, several bricks were found together and in a position
appropriate to a fall from a blind arch in which only the upper
edge of the bricks was bonded into the building proper. Since
blind arches between columns are well known in Parthian
architecture as ornamental features in temple walls,2 it seems
probable that there were arches resting on pilasters between
ornamental columns. It is quite possible, also, as Mr. Matson
has suggested, that some or all of the arches were open to form
a sort of cloister. Small fragments of red, green, and yellow
painted plaster indicated that the walls were at one time
decorated. The height of the walls may be estimated by the
distance out in the court that the column sections fell, and the
fact that the column sections were all within the court is good
evidence that the engaged columns were all on the inside. The
greatest distance, that of a column capital, was nine meters
from the west wall. As the capital could scarcely describe an
arc greater than its original height and, in fact, would probably
fall in a shorter radius, the top of the wall may be assumed to
be at least nine or ten meters. Such a size would be an
appropriate height for so large a court. The plan indicates the
location of the column fragments found.

A column capital composed of five courses of decorated
bricks bonded together with mud was found in the central
court, as mentioned above. The lowest course was a leaf-and­
tendril design, surmounted by a poorly cut egg-and-dart
pattern, above which was a scroll design, two courses of brick
in height. The volutes which were found in the debris in
several parts of the courts undoubtedly were fastened to the
ends of the scroll bricks, as their place of attachment and the
width of the bricks are the same. That is the place, moreover,
where an Ionic volute would be expected, i.e. just above the
egg-and-dart pattern. Surmounting the scroll is a simple
terminal pattern, above which there may possibly have been a
few courses of plain brick, to judge from some that were
found with the capital. The single section of sima with lion­
head spout and small leaf design may presumably be assigned
to an earlier Hellenistic building with more Greek elements,
perhaps located beneath the Parthian structure.

Near the eastern corner of the corridor, an Ionic pilaster
base composed of a scotia between two toruses was found in a
fragmentary state but sufficiently preserved so that the three
elements could be reconstructed. Although no base of an
engaged column was found, many rounded torus and scotia
bricks, such as would be necessary for the base, were found in
the debris, and similar bases are preserved in the Parthian
Gareus temple at Warka. It seems most likely, therefore, that
the regular Ionic base was employed.

The reconstruction of the columns and pilasters in the

drawing (fig. 31) gives the column details, the pilasters and the
decorative capitals.

Among the decorated bricks found, those about 0.12
meters wide bearing a grape-and-leaf design were among the
most frequent. On the ends of some of these bricks was a half
leaf, probably showing that the design was intended to con­
tinue around a corner. These cornered bricks were relatively
frequent. Another common type was the leaf-and-tendril
design not only on curved bricks as in the column capital but
also on straight bricks. The top of the pilasters of the Gareus
temple at Warka was adorned by bricks circa 0.12 meter wide
representing griffins' and crowned by a brick with a Lesbian
cyma at the spring of the arch. In Seleucia, apparently, the
grape-and-leaf design replaced the griffins, the Lesbian cyma
remained the crowning ornament, and in between was in­
troduced a leaf-and-tendril design, probably originating in the
Greek Palmette-and-lotus. If this decoration occurred on the
corners of each of the pilasters, the many corner bricks dis­
covered would be explained. The decorative bricks of this type
were found along all sides of the central court.

Bricks with designs of griffms were not so common, but
two types were distinguished. The first represented two
griffins, facing each other but separated with a leaf design.
Each brick contained one winged griffin and half of the floral
leaf. The other type represented two griffins attacking a deer
from opposite directions. The deer turns its head back in the
oriental style to see the griffin attacking from the rear. Frag­
ments of the griffin-and-leaf design were found in sections of
5, H4 and H5, an area probably containing the main entrance­
way of the temple, and one recalls the two winged griffins
flanking the head of the sun god over the portal of the
Parthian temple at Hatra. Several pieces of two bricks por­
traying the griffins and deer were found in the center of G7,
the section at the east end of the southern east-west corridor.
At Seleucia the decoration of lintels and doorjambs was not
uncommon. However, the discovery of one brick with winged
griffin, in section D10, .south of the theatre, gives warning
that not too much reliance can be placed on the find spot to
identify its original position and purpose.

Minor Finds
Among the minor finds may be placed the remains of

statues, both marble and bronze, since only small pieces were
found. From the F6 section, which comprises the southeast
corner of the temple room and the adjacent corridor, a frag­
ment of a marble foot over life-size was uncovered, and from
E4 and 5, the area just east of the middle of the temple room,
two more marble pieces one belonging to an arm. A bronze
arm of a statue belonged to a figure about one meter in height.
These fragments suggest acrolithic and acrometallic statues
standing in the open temple room.

Fortunately, a large number of coins was recovered and
identified by Mr. McDowell as our best evidence for chronol­
ogy. Otherwise the small finds most common in residential
districts, that is, beads, lamps, pottery, and figurines, were not
distinctive or particularly numerous in spite of the late occupa­
tion of house units.

Special mention, however, should be made of the arms and
armor found in the temple. The list is rather impressive: an
iron spearhead and a spear butt from the floor of C4, large and
small fragments of chain mail and five pieces of scale armor
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Fig. 31. Temple A, reconstruction of columns and pilasters

from C6; E3 produced an arrow head and lance head, and F3
and 4 a lance on the floor, a spear (point missing) and a sword.
Two more lance heads were found in F7 on the floor and two
lance butts. There was a lance head in G4 and two from G7
(one of iron broken in two pieces). All these sections include
part of the covered corridor of or the entrance to the building
and Mr. Matson suggests they indicate more the remains of a
soldier encampment than the debris of a battle. Two Trajanic
coins found on the floors might point to his campaigns, but
three coins of the VIIIth (Germanic) Legion found with one of
Faustina probably indicate that Roman soldiers occupied the
corridor during the campaign of Septimius Severus against
Ctesiphon. A horse's bit and bridle fragments found in the
open Temple room (the only iron found there) make it appear
that the horses were quartered in the central room.

From the general debris of the temple were recovered, also,
a lead sling bullet ornamented with a thunderbolt design, an
iron tanged spearhead, and other iron fragments (of un­
identified utensils and weapons).

The Coins and Chronology
Mr. McDowell was able to identify more than two hundred

coins from the Temple A area, including a hoard of 12 tetra­
drachrns, and to allocate close to 50 more to the century or
period (Seleucid, Autonomous, or Parthian). There were also

two floors discovered and sufficient ash and charred material
to indicate a period in which the temple was burned. Under
the circumstances, one might expect the chronological history
of the area might be read rather easily. This is not the case,
however, for the coin levels in Temple A from the early
Parthian period to the end of the city are far from clear.
Almost every stratum from the surface to the bottom of
trenches in Level II contain both early and late specimens. I
attribute this partly to rebuilding but more particularly to the
fact that ashes and debris piled up in the covered corridor and
the area immediately adjacent while the middle of the open
room and the precinct outside the temple and the theatre
remained very much the same. In the same ten-meter square,
therefore, there might be considerable level change in one part
and a section retaining its original level in another.

A burned level may be attributed with some certainly to
Trajan, I believe, since some of his coins were found amid
charred debris and the city as a whole suffered a major con­
flagration in his attack. Probably, then, the Level I floor would
belong to the post Trajanic period. Not enough coins were
found in distinctively Level II contexts. Two coins from Level
II in E10 belonged to the early autonomous period, 121-83
B.C., and Vologases I, A.D. 69/70. The same level in HS
yielded a coin of 38-31 B.C.

In the period before the beginning of our era there was a
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Fig. 32. Temple B, sketch plan

~·X2 P ia, • • , Fl o or
.............. II 10 . t. , F o e.
EiHH .o " .d I r j c ll

• Column S . ct i on

T EM P l E e AlE A

Ell

~. _---

I

i
~G _

I
i... __ E9 -'-''---_ - - - """""-'----

in the air photos, largely within the blocks J 16-14, I 16-14,
made a sacred precinct similar to that in Temple A. The
location north of the east-west branch canal comparable to
Temple A supported this view. The location lent support to
the hypothesis that the royal center of Seleucia would lie
between these two great precincts and that, therefore, the
Palace, at least the Parthian, but probably the Seleucid also,
lay between the two in the vicinity of Tell Umar.

When the identity of the mound in 116 had been estab­
lished, work was stopped so that the clearing of Temple A
might be expedited. At that time there was the confident
expectation that we might continue the work the next season.
When another season of excavation was not realized, the
results in 116 remained suspended!

It is clear that there was a theatre of mud brick seats
around a central orchestra, very much as in Temple A. Six
rows of seats were excavated (the fifth step at one point being
two meters below the surface of the ground), as was the
orchestra in the center. Apparently the theatre lay south of
the temple, as in Temple A, for the mound in 116 runs north
and south but the theatre here faced east. A plaster floor was
uncovered at a depth of one meter, close to a wall, presumably
that of the temple.

Not very much beyond the theatre and its immediate
vicinity was dug but the architectural decorations in baked
brick were closely akin to some in Temple A and suggest the
same sort of building with engaged columns of baked brick
ending in Ionic capitals. Fragments of volutes similar to those
in Temple A were recovered in 116. The extent of the walls,
the entrance to the temple, the arrangements of corridors and
naos, were not determined.

I I
Ie

Temple B (The I-J area of blocks 14-16) (fig. 32)
Digging began the end of October, 1936, in a Temple B area

and continued for three months. It seemed clear at the end of
that time that the mound contained ruins very similar to those
in Temple A and that probably the whole sunken area visible

concentration of coins, 30 in all, in the period spanned by
Demetrius II, that is, 145-123 B.C. All, I believe, might easily
be assigned to the early Parthian period which began in 141
B.C. This compared with the 49 identified in the 120 years
following. Sixty-six belonged to the first century of our era.
The 44 in the first half of the second century included the
Roman coins of Trajan. Fifty-three, plus the 12 of the silver
hoard, belonged to the period of Vologases III, A.D. 148-192.
There were seven coins belonging to the period after Vologases
III including five of Vologases V, A.D. 107/8-222/23, and 20
of the Seleucid period including two of Demetrius I, 162-150
B.C., and one of Antiochus IV, 175-164.

Since the rule of Vologases III spans the period of the
invasion ofVerus, A.D. 165/66, it is not entirely clear whether
the abandonment of the area occurred at the time of Verus or
of Septimius. The large number of coins of Vologages III
suggests, however, a continuous occupation during his rule and
the deposit of the hoard in F5, the entrance to the sanctuary,
seems much more likely while the temple was occupied than in
the period of its desertion. The coins in the hoard run up to
the year A.D. 181.

One of the graves in the Temple room contained a coin of
Vologases III found on the pelvis of the skeleton (grave 263).
It could, therefore, belong to the period before the arrival of
the troops of Septimius in A.D. 196. Equally possible, how­
ever, is its use in a tomb after Septimius. More difficult to
explain is a coin of 38-31 B.C. on the pelvis of the skeleton of
grave 266.

The probability is that Temple A continued in use until the
end of the second century A.D. and that, therefore, the arms
and armor found on the floors of the temple belonged to the
soldiers of Septimius Severus. Very probably the known
treasure (that is all except the buried hoard) and many of the
images had been transported across the river before the Roman
troops arrived. The late occupation and the graves belonged to
the last of the Parthian period, that is, A.D. 200-227, and
perhaps the early Sassanian.

The very large number of coins of the early Parthian period
suggests that the building was being constructed at that time.
This seems confirmed by the architectural details which belong
to the Parthian rather than the Hellenistic tradition. There was
a burning at least of the roof of the corridor in the time of
Trajan, and at some period, probably also in the time of
Trajan, a new floor level was constructed over part of the area.
It may well be that in the catastrophe only part of the building
was destroyed. In the area excavated, the dated coins found
were numerous and chronologically consecutive from the
period just after 150 B.C. until A.D. 200. Before the middle of
the second century B.C. and after A.D. 200 the coins were
scattered and rare.

During this period of continuous occupation there was no
apparent change in the basic arrangement of the sanctuary. If
this is so, a very special significance may be attributed to the
plan since it is one of very few buildings whose construction
may be allocated to the very beginning of the Parthian period.
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Three burials (144, 290, and 292) were discovered, two of
them close by the temple area, and since nowhere was the
excavation very deep, they must all have been close to the
surface. Finds were small and dating was difficult, but since
.here were gold threads around the neck vertebrae in burial
144, this should date before the Arab conquest. A coin of the
autonomous period dated to 121-83 B.C. was found in the
debris above burial 290, but it might be attributed to lower
strata disturbed in the digging of the grave.

The earliest coin, listed as 'early Seleucid' by McDowell,
was recovered 25 centimeters below the surface. Only eleven
other coins were identified, scarcely enough to establish any
dates but most useful as an indication. The two earliest ones
were of Demetrius I, 162-150 B.C., one found just below the
surface, the other near the fifth step (from the top and next to
the bottom) of the theatre. Three others came from this same
period, one of Alexander Balas, 152-144 B.C., one labeled
merely 'late Seleucid' from a depth of one meter, and one of
Demetrius II, 145-141: 140-123 B.C., from the plaster floor
level at a depth of one meter. The six others ranged from
121-83 B.C. found above grave 290 through Vologases I, A.D.
69/70-78/9; Pacorus, A.D. 115/6; and Vologases II, A.D.
129/30-132/3 (two examples) to Vologases III, A.D.
174/5-177/8.

Since the temple form seems Parthian Gust as that of
Temple A), a building period at the beginning of the Parthian
period, 140 B.C. and following, seems a reasonable estimate.
Then, apparently, occupation continued until the end of the
second century B.C.

It is not clear whether the graves should belong to the post
A.D. 164 period when much of the city was destroyed by
Verus, and probably many moved across the river, or to the
post Septimius Severus period. The one coin of Vologases III is
scarcely enough to give substantial evidence, especially since it
was found in the 0-25 centimeters level.

Evidence for the pre-Parthian occupation was also lacking,
except for the general evidence. The precinct is a large one just
as that of Temple A, and its size and level, well below that of
the city, argue that it had been reserved from an early period.
In the Parthian period, the palace of the king probably stood
between the two, but one expects that he took over the palace
of his Hellenistic predecessors, and that Greek temples with
large precincts would appropriately be placed in this area.
Digging has been confined largely to the theatre and the shal­
low depth of a meter. The mound itself and the remains go
much deeper and presumably, therefore, contain the Seleucid
levels. It is perhaps strange that not more Seleucid material has
come to light. On the other hand both Temple A and Temple
B seem to reflect entirely the Parthian style, which would
mean a pretty general leveling before the Parthian structures
were begun.

I should suggest that Temple B was built with the same plan
as Temple A in the beginning of the Parthian period, and that
it was abandoned after the destruction of Septimius Severus.
Before that time, probably, the images and treasure would
have been carried across the river to the safer center of
Ctesiphon.

The Temple Plan
Fortunately the plan of Temple A seems clear and its

apparent repetition in Temple B establishes it as of more than

casual importance. Though excavations are by no means com­
plete, it seems obvious that in both cases the temples were
single structures placed in unusually large open precincts. If we
are correct in believing the areas belong to the section of the
city devoted largely to royal edifices, the citadel, so to speak,
of Seleucia, with the palace and other regal edifices as e.g. the
heroon, then the two temples constitute our best examplesof
Parthian religious monuments in the second century B.C.

Temple A, as remarked before, comprised a great not quite
square room 28.00 x 26.00 meters with a corridor 2.25 to
2.50 meters in width. The building was oriented so that it had
its entrance and flanking towers on the east. There is some
evidence that the flanking towers or antae existed also on the
west. On the south side of the structure lay a theatre construc­
ted of mud brick 14.00 x 21.50 meters in size with at present
parts of ten rows of seats remaining. The size of the central
room, as well as lack of any debris in the court which mightbe
attributed to a roof, provides pretty definite indication that
the temple was hypaethral. This is supported by the finds
within the court showing that the architectural decoration lay
along the inside of the walls. The debris and especially the
charred wood in the corridors gave evidence of roofing. Within
the court, fragments of statuary and traces of foundations
suggested a sanctuary with altars and statues of divinities, but
there was no indication of which gods were worshipped or
whether a fire altar made the focus of the cult.

There is a good deal of evidence that the south was re­
garded by the Parthians as at least equally significant with the
east for the facing of temples. At Palmyra during the Parthian
period, the great temple entrance was actually shifted from the
east to the south. At Si the temple of Baal Shamin faced south
as did the Parthian temple at Kuh-i-Khwaja and the temple of
Jandial in India. On the other hand both palace and sanctuary
faced east at Hatra and the Parthian temple of Gareus at Warka
followed the usual orientation."

At Seleucia, it is quite possible that the location of the
theatre on the south side of the sanctuary had a special reli­
gious significance. The facing of the theatre to the north might
most reasonably be explained, however, by the desire to place
the backs of the spectators toward the sun. The liwans in
Seleucia regularly face north, and the theatre follows the same
direction.

The practice of placing a theatre in the sanctuary seems to
belong rather to the Syrian tradition than the Parthian. There
were three types in Syria: that at Si in the temple of Baal
Shamin, the sides of whose court were provided with a series
of three steps, an arrangement called a 'theatre' in an inscrip­
tion;5 the employment of the pronaos of the sanctuary as a
theatre or odeon by the construction of a series of seats or
steps on either side of a central aisle leading to the naos; and
the erection of the small independent theatre either within the
sanctuary or in its immediate vicinity. All apparently served
the same purpose, the presentation of images and rites before
worshippers. Only in the case of the temple court, however,
were the ceremonies open to public view. Probably in the
pronaoi of the Dura temples, the elite would view the special
rites, or the images and symbols taken from the inner shrine
would be exposed first to the special small group, then perhaps
repeated in the court for the great body of worshippers. At
Dura five temples, Atargatis, Artemis Nannaia, Azzanathkona,
Adonis, and Gadde were equipped with these steps or seats
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inscribed with the names of donors or dedicants." In the
temple of Artemis Nannaia, the pronaos theatre was replaced
in the Roman period by a separate odeon or small theatre
placed on the south side of the court but still within the
precinct. Cumont gives an excellent account of the building,
the function of the Syrian religious theatre, and of relation­
ships to similar structures." He calls attention to the temple of
Syrian gods in Delos, also equipped with a small theatre''
which belonged at least to the late second century B.C., a date
placing it not far from the Seleucid temples. J. A. Hanson
recently has presented an excellent review of the whole subject
of Syrian temples with theatres, including one at Seleucia, in
his Roman Theatre-Temples. 9

At Seleucia there was no pronaos in front of the shrine, so a
separate theatre was essential. The same separate structures
were found in the Hauran at both Sahr and Suhr. I 0 At Dura
the inscriptions of the seats naming specific individuals suggest
a certain prestige, the flavor of the aristocracy particularly,
since the names are largely Greek. Perhaps at Seleucia it was
the Parthian nobility who would have the special preference,
especially in a cult dedicated to Iranian deities. So perhaps on
this account the Syrian theatre would have been introduced
into the Arsacid temple. 11 There are no such theatres or
pronaoi in Nabataean sanctuaries as evidenced by the temples
at Khirbet-et-Tannur,12 and at Qasr Rabbah. I 3

The most interesting and significant feature of the Seleucid
temple is the ambularium about an hypaethral shrine. The
sanctuary room or enclosure open to the sky was not un­
known in the Iranian tradition. At Chapour the fire temple of
A.D. 266 consisted of a square enclosure, fourteen meters on a
side with no evidence for interior supports or vaulting. Ghirsh­
man suggests, therefore, that it was hypaethral. As a roofed
corridor or ambularium circled the building, the arrangement
was very similar to that at Seleucia.l " At Takht-i-Sulayman a
building described by Andre Godard I S may be compared to
an hypaethral temple. The fire ceremonies took place in the
open air within the sacred enclosure, but several altars were
located there instead of a single one. There was also a single
fire chamber, a real ayadana,' but the larger structure was the
earlier. The fire temple gradually grew in importance in
Arsacid times but in the early Parthian period the structure
might be compared with the open sanctuary or hypaethral
temple.

The shrine at Shami, which yielded the great bronze
Parthian statue and apparently dates back to the Hellenistic
period.l " was a rectangular enclosure containing altars and
statues. Sir Aurel Stein gives the following account: 17

"There were no definite indications as to the way in which
the large temple cella-for this undoubtedly it was-had been
roofed. That whatever roofing there was had been constructed
of timber may be safely concluded from the nature of the
walls and the absence within of such debris as vaulting with
stone or brick would have left behind. The fact that a thick
layer of ashes and charred wood was found within the line of
walls in the southwest corner and burned earth elsewhere,
mainly in proximity of the walls, has suggested to me that the
cult images of which the position is marked by stone bases had
possibly stood under the protection of a wooden roof carried
verandah-like inside and along the walls, while the central area
was left open to the sky."

Usually, however, the Parthian temple was roofed, at least

in Mesopotamia. The temple of Gareus at Warka had ap­
parently the usual flat roof as did the Parthian sanctuary of
Anu-Antum (also at Warka). In the old Achaemenid palace at
Susa the temple roof was supported on four columns, and
columns remained as the support of the roof in the gigantic
hall near Hamadan identified as the sanctuary of Anahit. 18 At
Hatra the great sanctuary room behind the palace was vaulted,
and at Kuk-i-Khwaja the dome was thrown over four piers.

It was not until the Sassanian period, that a new temple
form became well established in the East. At Dura the old
oriental broad room type of temple continued as it did at
Warka and Babylon, and the Mithraeum at Dura belonged to
the Roman Camp. The Sassanians introduced the fire temple
with its very special form of construction. The continual fire
required a roof and the Sassanian therefore threw a dome over
the small square central room. Herzfeld19 describes their
constituent parts as a dome resting on four corner piers, a
close narrow passage around it, and a gate which can assume
various shapes.

Godardf " believes that until late in the Arsacid period,
there were no real temples but a sacred room for the fire
accessible only to priests, and open-air altars raised on high
platforms for public cult and sacrifice. If, however, the sanc­
tuaries at Seleucia are accepted as Parthian temples, a new step
may be added in the development. There was no altar with
continual fire at Seleucia, though the fire may have been
employed as a special sacred feature in ceremonies. The open­
air adyton meant that the sky and its lord was the divinity
worshipped, and we know from Herodotus that the old
Persians, eschewing images, temples, and altars, sacrificed to
Zeus on the summits of the loftiest mountains? 1 The dome,
as Baldwin Smith has so ably shown,22 is conceived as the
image of the canopy of heaven, and the Parthian period
residence of the Parthians at Babylon, according to Apollonius
of Tyana,23 not only had the dome above the audience hall
but the images of the heavenly deities represented gazing down
from it. It was not just chance, nor the special architectural
genius of the Parthians, that caused the temple of Kuh-i­
Khwaja to take the form of the small square building with a
dome on top. Herzfeld dates it to the first century of our era
but a period late in the second century, or early in the third
seems more likely to me. 24 Then the great vaulted sanctuary
at Hatra, belonging to the second half of the second century
B.C., would form an intermediate step. Already at both
Seleucia and Hatra, a shape very close to square had already
been settled upon.

Perhaps more distinctive than the open, hypaethral shrine
emerging into the dome is the ambularium, almost a concom­
itant feature in Parthian sacred architecture. The square form
and the special arrangements for the procession around the
inner sanctuary seems, at first sight, related to the Nabataean
form in which the court is surrounded by high walls and the
square sanctuary in the center leaves a kind of ambularium
around it. In his article on the "Structure of Qasr Bint
Far'um," Wright25 classes the temple of Khirbet et-Tannur
with that in Ramm, and describes it as "enclosed by outer
walls so that it is entirely surrounded by a corridor-a box
within a box." In the Hauran at Si, the temples of Baal Shamin
and Dushares, and the square temple at Sahr, all built close to
the beginning of our era, have the square room with roof
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restmg on arches between four columns, and an ambularium
running completely around the sanctuary.

There is, however, no clear example of an ambularium, that
is a covered passage around a shrine room in Nabataean
architecture, and Nelson Glueck has recently shown 2 6 that the
northern edge of strong Nabataean influence as evidenced by
pottery reaches only to the north end of the Dead Sea and
Madaba. Something may be said on the other side, however.
The Nabataeans controlled the Hauran for a good many years
in the first century B.C. and may well have played a part in the
erection at least of the earliest temple, that of Baal Shamin of
33 B.C. If the Nabataeans did not contribute the square
building and the ambularium as such, they may well have
assisted with a preference to small square shrines set in the
center of a comparatively small and heavily walled sane­
tuary.i 7 It is rare in archaeology when a new movement may
be attributed to a single source.

The three square temples in the Hauran are a puzzle since
they form perfect prototypes with the four interior columns
and the ambulariums for the later Sassanian domed fire
temples. A common explanation of the ambularium beyond its
processional advantages is the protection it affords for the
continual fire on the altars in the iiyadand. One speaks also of
the secrecy afforded by the closed corridor around the shrine
and recalls that in the Persian cult only priests were allowed to
approach the sacred fire. I should be inclined to denominate
the cause as the sanctity of the shrine rather than to secrecy
and to imagine that the corridor and the procession effectively
cut outside influence and prohibited extraneous forces from
entering. Such a conception would be particularly appropriate
when the shrine was a heavenly one and the holy spirit de­
scended from above.

The true ambularium, that is the covered corridor around a
shrine, is rather a rare feature in early architecture. The Greek
and Roman temples had porticoed fronts and sides, the
Egyptian and the Mesopotamian had buildings and courts. It is
in the East, in India, that the ambularium seems at home and
it comes apparently rather easily into the old Iranian from that
direction.

In an extremely interesting article in Man, G. R. H.
Wright2 8 has suggested that the square Celtic temples with
ambulariums in England may be related to those of the Near
East. Intermediate links are missing but we may recall the
many links in archaeological remains between Parthians and
Scythians and relationships in costume, customs, and arms
between Parthians, Scythians, and Celts. For the moment one
may suggest that the basic concept of square building with
ambularium originates in the East and moves into Mesopota­
mia with the Parthians, and into Europe with the Celts.

The two Parthian temples at Seleucia form the best
evidence that the Parthians were firmly committed to the

ambularium. I believe the open rooms show the orientation of
the cult to the sky and that the hypaethral Parthian temple is
one of the direct ancestors of the domed Persian structures of
the Sassanids. The temples of Hatra and Kuh-i-Khwajah
exemplify the intermediate phases of development.
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IX. THE ARCHITECTURAL DECORATION

Stucco and Brick Remains
The architectural decoration that once ornamented the

buildings of Seleucia is now represented by approximately two
hundred fragments of stucco and brick, all less than one half
meter in size. The very few fragments of limestone, granite,
quartzite, alabaster, and basalt indicate that while there may
have been some stonework employed in the domestic architec­
ture, the buildings of Block G6 were, essentially, covered with
a stucco skin.

Much of the decorative work can be assigned to the various
levels and rooms, some of the fragments come from the trial
trenches, others are surface finds, and the remainder do not
carry a field registry number, and, hence, cannot be placed in a
context. The successive building phases were highly destructive
of such fragile material as stucco and low-fire brick. These
materials, lacking the durability of stone, were easily broken
up and demolished, difficult to reuse, and relatively inexpen­
sive to replace. Almost none of the decoration was found in
situ. A grape and leaf design was found in the brickwork of
room 178, Level III; the remainder of the material comes from
the debris of the buildings and the bordering streets. The
find-spots of the fragments are not necessarily indicative of the
original position of the decorative work; collapsing walls
would tend to scatter the ornamentation of the upper courses,
and subsequent filling and leveling, preparatory to new
building activity, would further disturb the remains. Con­
tinued occupation of the site after the building represented by
Level I lends a degree of uncertainty even to the topmost
finds. However, it is still reasonable to assume that the stucco
and brick belonged, for the most part, to the rooms or
immediately adjacent areas in which they were recovered. It is
unlikely that the heavy stucco elements were shifted very far,
if at all; it would have been easier for the construction crews
to incorporate the old stucco and brick fragments into the new
floors and foundations than to carry them about.
_ In general, the architectural decoration of Seleucia belongs
in the same milieu as that of Parthian Assur, Babylon, Hatra,
and Warka. Stucco wall surfaces have a very ancient history in
the East, but the extensive use of elaborately designed stucco­
work is not in evidence until Parthian times. Both mud plaster
and stucco were used as wall finish at Seleucia.! A limited use
of molded stucco, in imitation of stonework, may go back to
the Seleucid founding of the city, but its utilization as major
surface decoration is limited to the levels of Parthian occupa­
tion. Stucco is used as a covering for broad surfaces as well as
for capitals and moldings. Carved and molded brickwork
appears as roofline decoration, friezes, moldings, and volutes
of Ionic-type capitals. Some large-scale work combines the two

Fig. 33. Stucco molding with brick core, not to scale

materials (fig. 33). Ceramic decoration is most extensive in
Level III, slowly diminishing in number in Levels II and I.

The stucco still bears traces of brilliant red and blue paint.
Other colors, now faded out, were probably used to a lesser
extent (yellow and green, as well as red and blue, were
employed at Babylon). A small cornice molding (D6021)
shows traces of brown paint. Much of the brickwork is neither
slipped nor glazed; its color effect comes from the rich red­
brown and ochre clays. Some pieces such as the bricks carrying
the griffin designs and some miniature capitals, bear traces of a
thick, opaque, creamy-white glaze.

Of mural painting at Seleucia almost nothing remains.
Only two small fragments (DS748, DS747) indicate that wall
painting, everywhere popular in the East, was not lacking here.
Unfortunately the fragments are so small that the designs can­
not be read; they may be imitation marbling, but that is only a
guess. A section of stucco from room 110 (Level IIIl has
scored lines in imitation stone slabs with drafted margins.

Stucco, unlike stone which it is frequently made to im­
itate, does not have a structural basis for its designs. It has
frequently been used as a bonding cement, and, in more
modern times at least, it has proved to be an excellent insula­
ting material in regions of severe temperature changes. As a
facing material, stucco is a pleasant, plastic substance, quite
easily handled by a skilled artisan, quickly formed into com­
plicated designs, and relatively durabler' It can be poured into
molds, or laved into forms, or run onto a wall with a template,
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or cut like cheese, depending upon the consistency of the
mixture and the degree to which its setting is retarded.

The stucco remains from Seleucia are too fragmentary,
despite their number, to permit sufficient reconstruction with
which one could obtain a general impression of the decorative
program of the buildings. But it is safe to guess that the
Parthian wall decoration here resembled that at Assur and at
Kuh-i-khwaja where many of the same motifs were used.

The ceramic decoration is clearly within the tradition. of
western, Hellenistic patterns. The stuccowork, on the other
hand, carries some Western motifs, drastically altered, and
introduces non-Western elements executed in an equally non­
Western manner. This division of Western and non-Western
elements is consonant with the history of the city, for ceramic
decoration is more evident during the Hellenistic phases, less
frequent thereafter. Ceramic architectural decoration is found
in 32 rooms of the block in Level III, in seven rooms in Level
II, and in six rooms in Level I. The ceramic work of the later
levels reuses the Western motifs found in Level III work rather
than the motifs of the contemporaneous stuccowork. It is
interesting, then, as a commentary on the habits of the ar­
tisans, that they reserved brickwork for Hellenistic designs,
excluding oriental motifs from this material. However, the
later levels show that there was no hesitation in molding and
carving stucco in both Western and Oriental designs. The
evidence is not perfectly clear as to whether carved and
molded stucco was used prior to the Level II phase. The field
catalogue lists a dozen stucco fragments from Level III, but
their assignment is not certain, and some of the pieces may not
have been part of the architecture. The large amount of brick­
work from Level III in the block, and the total absence of
stucco in the large building of TT4 would seem to indicate
that molded and carved stucco is of minor if of any signif­
icance in the architecture of the city prior to Level II.

The orientalizing decorative style at Seleucia, which is
found in the stuccowork, subordinates the individual motif to
the over-all pattern. The modular unit in the stucco area
patterns is quite small relative to the extent of coverage. The
motifs have a modular of between 4.2 and 8.5 centimeters.
Thus, the general effect of the area patterns is best described
as carpet-like: large areas composed of sharply defined, linear
motifs that are interconnected and arranged in bands and
panels. Although some of the stucco patterns are based on
floral motifs, the greater tradition is one of simple geometrical
designs which appear to have come to Western Asia with the
Parthians.

This geometrical discipline presents an absorbing interlude
in the history of late-oriental, pre-Islamic decoration. The Hel­
lenic world brought to the East its long-established architec­
tural decoration with its floral and figural motifs; the Parthian
occupation of Western Asia imposed a non-structural geomet­
rical order. With the rise of the Sassanids, there is a return to
the Western flora and fauna, but on a Parthian framework,
that in its abundance overshadows that which went on before
and which is basic to later Islamic and Christian design. The
architectural decoration from Seleucia is of first importance in
this history for it demonstrates quite clearly the transitions
and hybridizations in late oriental, pre-Islamic work that the
hithertofore scarcity of Parthian finds left obscure. The
stuccowork well illustrates not only west-central Asiatic
elements, but also the orientalization of Western motifs.

Looking forward in time, we find in Sassanian decoration
many of the fundamental design concepts directly developed
out of Parthian designs as they are represented at Seleucia."

Manufacturing Techniques of the Decoration
Seleucia stucco has a calcium sulphate base with a small

admixture of silica and oxides, a composition much the same
as that of the stucco from Palmyra.f Three stucco mixes were
employed at Seleucia: (1) a very pebbly, rough textured
stucco that was thickly applied to the wall surfaces, serving as
a bed for the decorative elements; (2) a sandy-grained mixture
used for the molded and cut decorative elements; (3) a very
fine white gesso that was painted over the face of the dec­
orative work, serving as a smooth ground for subsequent
painting.

The stucco decorative elements were made in two ways,
either fabricated in units and then fastened to the wall
elements, or else worked up out of the fresh plaster laid on the
walls. Capitals, bases, friezes, and similar types of decoration
are best prefabricated and then applied to the building, where­
as large area patterns are most easily worked directly on the
wall or ceiling. The stucco workers of Seleucia followed this
practical dictum.

The Corinthian-type capitals for the attached columns
were made as pre-cast units. The capitals are without any
major undercutting, facilitating their being pulled from one­
piece, open molds. Except for the deeply hollowed areas
where the ground is pushed far back from the design on the
face, the interior modelling of the smiling head, the foilage and
volutes is quite shallow. The contours are soft and the angles
carefully sloped to avoid binding in the molding process.
Casting faults are easily mended in stucco. To further refine
the casting, the Seleucia artisans covered the face of the capital
with the fine white gesso. Detailed work, that of the hair curls
for example, was probably carved after the cast was made. The
miniature capitals, which may have decorated wall niches, are
very crude in detail; little time was spent on their manufac­
ture. The artisan probably picked out the niceties of detail in
the final painting. The back side of one of these pieces
(D4624) is flat and smooth in a manner characteristic of
plaster that has been poured in its liquid state: the excess
water of the mixture gathers on the surface with a thin suspen­
sion of plaster. This characteristic of poured stuccowork, one
of the best means of identifying cast pieces, is found on the
back sides of several decorative elements: moldings, antefixes,
attached columns, etc.

Another sure indication of poured castings, which is found
on several of the fragments, is the grooving on the back side
made by the fingers of the workman. After the plasterer had
run the stucco into an open (bed) mold, he pulled his hand
over the exposed back of the casting, smoothing the quickly
thickening stuff into the corners and also, thereby, providing a
modest keying for the final setting of the decorative element
into its stucco bed on the wall. Most of the stucco fragments
still have the rough construction plaster adhering to the back
side so that, short of destroying the remains, we cannot
positively identify every piece as being either cast or carved.
However, another way of ascertaining the technique of man­
ufacture is to assess the pattern itself. Undercutting, deep
recesses, high and thin arrises, and irregular repetition of a
motif are sure signs of carved work. Shallow relief, very fine
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detail, and regular repetition of minor elements usually
indicate casting.

A fractured capital (D4775) shows the history of its
manufacture (fig. 34). Stucco, about the consistency of cake
icing, was laved into an open mold. Although the piece is quite
large, the cast shell is very thin (between 1.0 and 1.5 cen­
timeters) with a wavy interior for keying. The attached
column for this capital must have been built on the wall out of
brick and stucco; then, the shell of the capital was probably
filled with the rough stucco, which still adheres, and set into
place. That is, the ancient craftsman followed much the same
program in plastering used by his counterpart in early 20th
century America where pre-cast units were kept light and thin,
being fixed into their rough stucco bed in the fmal operation.

This capital (fig. 34) was damaged, either in the building
operation or afterwards. A section of one of the acanthus
leaves broke away and was hastily repaired by scratching the
leaf pattern into the reduced surface.

There is evidence for the use of both plaster and clay molds
for the architectural decoration. A plaster mold (E11144;
Level III, room 204 or room 168) would yield a vertically
fluted, capital type of form. A burnt brick mold had been
discarded in the well of room 65, Level II. The presence of
these two molds corroborates what one would expect: the
architectural decoration must have been made right on the
building site.

There is no indication of the type of fuel employed to
calcine the gypsum. Some small wood may have been obtained
locally, but a plentiful supply of timber would have to have
been imported." Strabo relates that Alexander, preparing for
his invasion of Arabia, had his boats built in Phoenicia and
Cyprus because, while he could have some made of cypress
wood in Babylonia, there was a scarcity of timber there. He
notes that some wood was available east of the Tigris, at about
the latitude of Seleucia, in Iran (the land of the Cossaei).?
Bitumin, which is found at Seleucia, may have been used. The
description of the firing chamber of a kiln at Dura-Europos
indicates how the gypsum was calcined before being pulver­
ized:

"To produce the gypsum plaster required for the construction, a kiln
was built on the site in the angle of the early foundations beneath room
H3. It was a simple trench, 0.90 meters deep, lined with mud brick
which was laid flat along the sides and on end at the ends. The bricks
were found with their surfaces in a vitrified condition.,,8

We may assume, on the basis of modern working tech­
niques, that the handcarved decoration was made in a con­
tinuous series of small panels directly on the wall, jamb, reveal,
etc. The artisan laid his pebbled plaster (the "scratch coat") on
the brick wall, and then the fine, sanded plaster on top. Any
of a number of organic additives would slow down the setting
time of the plaster sufficiently to keep it at a cheese-like con­
sistency for an extended period. Organic matter, beyond
chance contamination, is found in samples taken from some of
the carved pieces. The worker cut out the designs, leaving the
face of the patterns in high relief. In the process of scooping
out the excess stucco, he sometimes pushed the fine coat back
into the still malleable undercoat (fig. 62), and often cut com­
pletely through the top layer. Withies were laid into the stucco
to keep it from slumping (only the empty channels now
remain). Some of the large cornice moldings were hand-cut in
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Fig. 34. Stucco capital (G6, 11,61)

the slowly setting stucco, as were some curving surfaces of
archivolts.

Molding and hand carving were also combined on some
decorative pieces. A fragment of an architrave (C2172, fig. 58)
has a merlon and arrow motif on its face with coffered rosettes
on the underside. The coffers with their incurving sides and
the rosette bosses were molded and then set into the stucco in
which the merlons were hand-cut. The work was then fmished
by running a straightedge over the entire coffered surface (an
edge of plaster is pulled in over the lip of the coffers) and by
applying the final coat of gesso, which was painted red.

Uncomplicated cornices and moldings were run directly on
the wall with a template; the technique probably differed not
at all from that used by modern plasterers: a template cut to
conform to the desired profile is pulled along the wall, shaping
the raw stucco that is fed along the line. Large cornice
moldings were sometimes made in sections with brickwork
reinforcements. One example (fig. 33) shows the technique:
against a stucco half cylinder and a baked brick core, which
ties the whole to the wall, is run the stucco cavetto.

The light stucco sheathing and small friezes were attached
to the underlying stucco by the suction of the wet bed and the
keyed backs. Heavy panels of stucco were pegged to the wall
surface. Fragments of such a panel (MI6568, M32325), with
deeply carved grape vines and rosettes, have small holes hidden
in the depressions, running at 45 degree angles, in which the
pegs were anchored. As in other heavy pieces, these panels are
reinforced with reeds or twigs where the more modern plas­
terer would use burlap. Vitruvius has left a very careful
description on techniques for reinforcing heavy stucco-work.?

The brickwork is chiefly in clay that fires out grey, ochre,
or a chocolate red. One very fine fragment of an acanthus leaf
is cast in a well-Ievigated clay, but the larger ornamental
pieces, antefixes, bricks, capital volutes, etc., have a red body
with a high admixture of sand and chopped straw. The firing
of even the fairly thick pieces is, though low, complete
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throughout. A drab yellow-grey clay was used in the later
years of the city. Some of the larger designs, the brick friezes
and griffin plaques, were carved into the soft clay, rather than
modeled up. The spiral volutes of the capitals were carved in a
thick clay slab; the back sides were trimmed with a knife to fit
the setting. Press molds were also employed for the manufac­
ture of shallow reliefs, such as on antefixes and simas. Glazing,
when used, was opaque, a thick creamy white; blue and yellow
glazes were modestly employed.

The Decorative Designs
As noted above, the architectural decoration can be roughly

divided into Western, Eastern, and hybrid designs. The Hel­
lenic world is represented by many of its standard motifs:
acanthus, rinceau, ivy vine, Lesbian sima, egg-and-dart, etc.
These motifs are organized into unit patterns modelled in
fairly shallow relief, in a plastic style. The crispness, clarity,
and refmed proportions of this Western "vegetation"10 are
mainly lost in the clay and stucco. However, a few very care­
fully made ceramic pieces strongly indicate that the early,
thriving, commercial Seleucid community keenly appreciated
the niceties of Greek ornamentation, and that their artisans,
whether Greek or native, were sensitive to the classical canons.
In the later use of these unit patterns there is a noticeable
inclination toward heightening the coloristic effect with bolder
relief work, by raising the design more sharply from the back­
ground, by isolating the individual elements one from the
other with deep depressions, and by leveling the face of the
design to a single planar surface. This coloristic treatment of
architectural decoration can be noticed, for example, in the
large capital (D4775, fig. 34): the individual leaves are sep­
arated by deep vertical cuts, while the usually shallow interior
modulations and curling of the leaves are cut back, rather than
modelled, achieving a linear effect.

The substitution of line for mass, a distinctive characteristic
of later Eastern art, is fully developed in the Eastern all-over
patterns that cover broad surfaces: "rosettes" in circles, inter­
locking "rosettes," diamonds, rectangles, etc. (figs. 61-67).
Such area patterns are based on simple geometrical forms, the
repetition of circles, parts of circles, and squares to produce
the interlaced petal and diamond motifs. There are a few
isolated instances of these interlocking, area patterns in early
Asiatic decoration, but they are so few that they prove the
rule that the elaborate geometrical area patterns in architec­
tural decoration are a Parthian innovation in western Asia."!
Whereas unit patterns provide rows of motifs, the general
effect produced by the area patterns is that of a rug or tap­
estry.

A third, mixed style may be called a linear unit pattern. It
is based on Western unit patterns (with Oriental elements)
recast by the Parthian artisan into a linear, semi-geometrical
form. Typical examples of these linear unit patterns are the
merlons with enclosed plant tendrils (fig. 53), the "palmettes"
and buds (fig. 57), and the coffered surfaces (fig. 66). Such
patterns are illustrative of the hybrid design that is so often
considered as the hallmark of Parthian culture.

At Seleucia there is found the infancy of a design concept
that is subsequently handed over to the Sassanians where it
fully matures: the combining of several geometrical motifs
into a single, self-contained design. This type of design (figs.
70, 71) is particularly well suited to decoration built up of

stucco bricks. These stucco bricks may well be one of the
bases for the later growth of the very delicate and intricate tile
work of Islamic and European art. True to their geometrical
heritage, these bricks maintain a strict symmetry in the quad­
rants of the square. One of the bricks (fig. 71) has an added
triangular motif on one side which served as a ribbon sep­
arating the panels. The same motif appears at Kuh-i-Khwajaas
a dividing ribbon. 12

Description of the Seleucia Decoration.
Following are descriptions of the different decorative

motifs, their development, and their place in the Near Eastern
decorative systems. Greatest clarity can be obtained by taking
up the motifs within the broad groupings and according to
their architectural use. The appended check list of architec­
tural decoration from the Block G6, organized by level and
room, provides an easy reference to the nature and extent of
decoration in the different parts of the buildings. However, it
must be kept in mind that the large number of uncatalogued
and dislocated surface finds could alter the general impression
of the decorative schemes gained from the check list.

Human figural elements play a very minor role in the
Seleucia decorative scheme. Some very small detached faces
(or masks) probably indicate that, as at Hatra,13 masks were
set into walls of rooms and liwans. While some of these faces
may have come from sculptured pieces, rather than from the
architecture, the ceiling medallion composed of a mask inside
a turning-wheel and double scroll motif indicates that such
wall masks were in use.14 Confirming evidence of the general
popularity of this device in Parthian art is becoming more
abundant. Stone masks were found at the Parthian summer
capital of Ecbatana (Hamadan) and at Qum, located 150 kilo­
meters south of Tehran. 15 The importance of these latter
finds arises from the fact that they come from Iranian soil,
demonstrating that the wall masks are not a Parthian adoption
after the Iranians settled in the West, but were used in Eastern

Fig. 35. Stucco capital
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Fig. 36. Miniature stucco capital
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Fig. 37a-b. Miniature stucco capital
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Fig. 40. Grape and leaf archivolt, stucco with brick reinforcing
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Fig. 38. Grape and leaf frieze, reconstructed

Fig. 39. Clay leaf fragment from frieze

Parthia and, hence, are a continuation of the ancient Iranian
tradition of full-face masks.l " Apollonius, through Philostra­
tus, may be referring to just such wall masks when, on casting
his eye over a domed Babylonian apartment, he sees
" ... images of the gods ... fixed aloft and looking like golden
figures shining out of the ether." 1 7

The Corinthian-type capitals are decorated with busts that,
like the Greek herms, show the neck and shoulders (figs. 34,
35). The head and upper torso of a winged nude are molded
on one capital; he holds the reins of two ostrich-like birds with
turned-back heads. 1 8 Another stucco capital has the spread­
wing eagle as the central device. 1 9 Such bird capitals were
current in the East at the time. 2o However, these are ex­
ceptions to the bulk of the capitals recovered which contain
the smiling, youthful bust. The miniature cast stucco capitals
(figs. 36, 37a, 37b), of which several were found, probably
decorated small niches of a type indicated in the sculptured
reliefs from Dura-Europos.r 1 A green-glazed altar from Dura­
Europos shows the use of heads in a capital-like arrange­
ment,2

2 and the mask is also used there as a tile anteflx.f 3 At
Hatra the wall heads are placed in a row, but they are also
found sometimes beneath the capital of a pilaster. The Corin­
thian capital with a human bust in the foliage is, of course,
familiar from Syrian architectural decoration. From Qanawat,
for example, comes a capital with bust complete to the upper
torso and arms. 2 4 Many illustrations from Salkhad, Gerasa, Si,
etc., have been collected in a study of the Eastern form of the
Corinthian capital. 2 5 Mention may be made of the peopled
capitals from more westernly sites, the Temple of Apollo at
Didyma.f " for exam~le, and, at the other extreme, their
appearance in Bactria2 and Gandhara.f 8

At Temple A the pilasters carried brick friezes and Ionic
volutes. Several fragments of the large, roughly cut grape and
leaf designs were recovered. The pattern shows a strong orien­
talizing character in the deformation of the undulating stem
and its tendrils. Each curve of the vine contains, alternately, a
grape cluster and a single leaf (figs. 38, 39,40). The stem and
tendrils are reduced to a simple in-curving V-shape framing the
grape and leaf; the organic structure of the vine has been
sacrificed to the abstract patterning. This, then, is a late
development of a design that became particularly popular in
Syria and the Hauran in its naturalistic form. 2

9 The origin of
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Fig. 43. Clay lion head spout (G6, III, 166)
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attached column and pilaster at Seleucia is composed of a
scotia between two tori on a square plinth. In Level III some
large brick columns are faced with stucco saw-tooth flu­
tings.3 3 Attached columns of smaller dimensions have the
more traditional fluting with rounded channels. One miniature
attached column, of which two fragments are preserved,
resembles a bundle of reeds bound tightly at close intervals
with beaded ties, reminiscent of the reed bundles used in
ancient Mesopotamian dwellings. Perhaps this representation
of original materials, copied in the stucco, accounts for the
appearance of attached columns whose stucco surface is
honeycombed with a pattern of cut-out right triangles. This
design may imitate the use of studs in wooden columns, as the
narrow columns at Assur suggest, or it may reflect the very
ancient Mesopotamian geometric motifs on half-columns that
are covered with ceramic pegs.

The decoration mentioned above is based on structural
prototypes; to it should be added the simas and antefixes. A
dozen fragments of simas, along with some roofing tiles and
several antefixes are evidence of the Hellenistic cornice line
that appeared in the earlier levels. The molded clay simas have
a flat or slightly concave decorated face and extended heel
that fits over the roof tiles; the run-off water was carried out
through the traditional lion head spout (fig. 43). The face of
the sima is decorated with the lion head spout between a
laurel, or olive leaf motif, a bead-and-reel border, and plain
fillet at top and bottom (fig. 44). The recovered fragments
vary in height between 8.5 and 11.0 centimeters. Those cast in
a red clay are the larger, with heavier leaf clusters, straight
berry stems and continuous beading, without the reel (fig. 45).
One of the yellow-grey pieces (fig. 46) has no border motif,
the leaves are not gathered into a cluster, the stems are
omitted, and the disconnected berries are moved out to the
edge.
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~ig. 42. Clay volute from capital (G6, II, 129),---
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the grape and leaf design is not clear, but it is instructive to
note that it flourished in the Hellenistic-Roman environ­
ment.3 0 The Parthians adopted it at Assur and Babylon, and it
is found along with other, more Hellenic decoration, at Hatra.

The grape vine motif is used in a variety of ways at
Seleucia. Stucco archivolts are framed with the design
(MI6567, fig. 40) in the manner familiar from Nabatea." 1 A
small modelled cornice shows a variation of the motif
(MI6580, M16667, fig. 41); a very narrow cast molding
employs the design at the same stage in its evolution as it is
found on the large bricks (MI6628, fig. 38). On some wall
paneling, the grape and leaf is used as a substitute for the
running meander, twining between small squares that contain
rosette designs. Both vine and square meander are used in
Level I. The meander patterns were freely used by the Par­
thians (Assur, Babylon, Kuh-i-Khwaja), and later by the
Sassanians (Kish) in stucco.

The large volutes carved out of leather-hard clay are some­
times varied by running beading between the coils (fig. 42).
the capital with double, curling volutes, it must be remem­
bered, has a long Iranian history.3 2 The typical base of the

Fig.41. Stucco cornice with cyma and grape vine,
reconstructe d
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Fig. 45. Clay sima with leaf and bud, not to scale

The leaf pattern may be either laurel or olive; both plants
have smooth, unserrated leaves. The laurel leaf, however, is the
slenderer of the two. This leaf pattern appears on lead sar­
cophagi and seems there to belong to the olive. 3 4 The same
leaf clusters from Palmyra appear to belong to the laurel
family. 3 5 It is possible that both types of leaves are repre­
sented at Seleucia, the red clay showing the laurel, the yellow­
grey clay the olive. The Palestinian and Palmyra leaf clusters
have the stem of the berry springing from between the medial
and side leaves; the Seleucia examples have the stems rising
from outside the cluster as well.

These simas can be arranged in a suggested sequence on the
basis of style and manufacture. The best preserved fragment is
probably the earliest also (BI850, fig. 47). It is made of brick­
red clay with a high straw content. The heel of the gutter is
preserved to some molded notches on the bottom that show
where the parts fitted together and over the roofing tiles. This
is the smallest sima found (8.5 centimeters), daintily made
with shallow relief work, long and slender leaves, and the bead­
and-reel borders. The simas made of red clay vary slightly in
shape, size and quality. A gradual disintegration of the pattern
can be noticed in the yellow-grey simas. They are larger, more
crudely modelled, and the clay is poorly baked. Incomplete
firing on one of the pieces shows in the grey core under a thin
skin of yellow. The design on these yellow-grey pieces is
deeply cut back, the leaves are heavy and broad, the stems
straight, and first the reel, then the bead disappear. The simas
come from the earlier settlements, but their find-spots confirm
the sequence suggested by the changes in design. That frag­
ment designated as the earliest (BI850) was found at the
lowest occupation level of TT 4, in the northwest corner of
this section that held the early burnt brick florings. A Greek
coin found nearby at precisely the same depth dates to
311-280 B.C. Another, closely related sima (F7396, fig. 44)
comes from the south end of street 36 at the block between
Levels III and IV. From a later occupation of TT 4 (15 feet
below the surface of the mound, which is five feet above the
find spot of the red sima B1850) comes a crude yellow frag­
ment (AI058) with high modelling and the bead border.
Another piece of green-grey clay, fairly large, was found in the
large brick "reservoir."

As is to be expected, this classical sima design is not to be
found on the flat roofs of the Parthian levels. No fragments of
the sima were found in Level I, and although three pieces are
designated as belonging to Level II in the block, it is question­
able whether they belong there; the excavators were not sure
of the level of one found in Street 4, and the other two simas
were found in rooms 125 and 126, but it is obvious that they
must have belonged to the courtyard that these two rooms
face (room 94 of Level II, which is room 126 of Level III).
These rooms contained pottery common to both Levels II and
III. The fact that one fragment was found in a well and the
other at floor level further suggests that they are part of the
debris from Level III.

Judging on the basis of the changing design of the sima, the
first Hellenistic settlement appears to show a strong attach­
ment to Greek art which became much looser in the next,
independent city when the artisans, now working in the
yellow-grey clay, began to pay lip-service only to the old
designs and appeared to understand them no longer. One late
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Fig. 44. Clay sima with leaf and bud, not to scale
(G6, III/IV Str. 6)

Fig. 46. Clay sima with leaf and bud and
lion head spout, in profile (G6, III, 4)

Fig. 47. Profile of sima with leaf and bud, clay (trial trench 4)



134 TOPOGRAPHY AND ARCHITECTURE OF SELEUCIA

Fig. 49. Clay palmette antefix, profile (surface)

Three antefixes were found in Street 6, facing the block,
along with a lion spout sima and a bit of roofing tile at Level
III. Fragments of antefixes, simas, and tiles recovered in Level
III, rooms 4, 23, 176, 161, 166, all of which open on Street 6,
must belong to the roof line decoration of the street facade.
Level III courts used this fictile decoration. Court 118/147 in
the central complex of the block yielded an antefix and sima;
a roofing tile comes from the small adjoining room 152. The
southern court 107 held an antefix; room 39 adjoining court
27, in the northeastern corner of the block, contained an ante­
fix; tile fragments and an ante fix come from areas 144 and 75;
and a single ante fix was recovered at the north end of street 4
in front of the entrance to room 51, whose facade it dec­
orated. Some of the fragments from street 6 may well belong
to Level IV.

The numismatic material from the rooms holding these roof
line decorations in red clay is spread over four centuries, but
there is a clustering of coins around dates in the last half of the
second and first years of the first centuries B.C. The only
antefix in the yellow-grey clay comes from room 39 which
contained a single coin "between the underpinnings" dated to
121-83 B.C.; that is, the yellow-grey clay piece must post-date
this time, which is another indication that the yellow-grey clay
work followed and replaced the red clay.

The question arises whether the Parthian buildings had any
roof line decoration comparable to the sima and palmette
antefix of the Hellenistic structures. The west liwan of the
Parthian Palace at Assur suggests a simple cornice molding over
a broad frieze as the terminal decoration. But Assur 38 Bab-
39· 'ylon, and Seleucia have revealed molded, free-standing

merlons that crenelated the roof line (figs. 50, 51).40

The free-standing merlons from Seleucia are of molded
stucco, smaller in scale than the ceramic palmettes, averaging
between 9.1-11.6 centimeters by 8.5-10.5 centimeters. They
were cast in open molds, the face curving slightly forward at
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Fig. 48. Clay palmette ante fix (G6, II, 229, III?)
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fragment, for example, shows the berry of the leaf cluster
confused with the bead-and-reel border (fig. 46).

The Seleucia simas help to place a red ceramic fragment
excavated at Susa. The piece was found in an uncertain con­
text, but the excavators went through a Parthian level.3 6 The
profile of the fragment is very close to that of the Seleucia
examples, and its face is decorated with the Seleucia running
square meander enclosing framed rosettes.

Sloped roofs, from which the Seleucia simas probably
came, were not common in the East, but they do appear. The
Hellenistic agora at Dura-Europos, for example, also had a
tiled, gabled roof. No water spouts are reported recovered
from this structure, but a clay antefix with human head
decoration was found. 3 7

The antefixes, used in conjunction with the lion head simas,
are also found in Level III and IV contexts. They are molded
in a well-fired, red clay mixed with chopped straw, the same
fabric as that of the simas. Only one antefix (D7411) is in the
yellow-grey fabric. The pieces bear no slip or glaze. One frag­
ment has some adhering plaster fragments, but they seem to be
the result of chance. The palmette motif of the antefixes is, of
course, western in origin.

The palmette antefix was made by pressing a sheet of clay,
3.0-3.5 centimeters thick, into an open mold; the heel of the
antefix was hand-modelled into a long V-shaped channel and
affixed to the back side of the plaque (figs. 48,49). One of the
better preserved antefixes indicates the pitch of the roof tiles
to which it was attached (C3523, fig. 49). The remains are
fragmentary, but on the basis of the remaining parts the
estimated average size of the antefixes is 20.0-21.0 centimeters
by 16.0-17.5 centimeters. The palmette design is in very low
relief, the plaque flat with a curling back at the top.
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Fig. 52. Diagram of construction of arrow slot in brick wall

Achaemenians, it also may have been familiar to them prior to
their western movement. Choresmia, north of the suggested
homeland of the Parthians, was using the motif in the fourth
century B.C.4 1 At Toprak-Kala the curtain wall was topped
with merlons with arrow-slots. The arrow-slot fenestration of the
walls at Dshanbas-Kala provides a structural basis for the
design: vertical openings in the brick wall are gabled with two
bricks leaning against each other and resting on shelves formed
by the top brick course of the opening (fig. 52). At Surkh
Kotal (Afghanistan) the brickwork suggests this same
pattern.f ' Hence there is the strong suggestion that the
Parthians carried this brickwork motif westward. The merion
decoration on the parapets of Persepolis carry a "false door"
design rather than the arrow, but the arrow motif appears in
Achaemenian art as, for example, at Susa on enameled brick
merlons and in the frieze of the Archers. 4 3

Both arrow and "false door" designs are used on a late
Parthian coping stone from a fire temple at Surkh Kotal.4 4

The Parthian stucco from Warka, which carries many of the
same motifs in use at Seleucia, has the five-stepped merIon
with arrow.4 5 It is in use at Kuh-i-Khwaja, enclosed in the
running square meander. The arrows of Kuh-i-Khwaja and
Surkh Kotal have the barbs on either side sloping back, the
shaft flaring at the bottom; the arrow is quite broad for the
size of the merion. By contrast, the arrow motifs of Warka,
Assur, and Seleucia are narrow and straight. The former appear
as later variations of the narrow, straight arrow, and are, then,
additional evidence that Kuh-i-Khwaja and Surkh Kotal are
somewhat later in date.4 6 The free standing merlons from
Assur do not have the arrow slot, but use, instead, an engraved
six-lobed rosette in a circle. However, the arrow motif does
appear at Assur."?

A new concept of the merIon motif takes shape at Seleucia
where, under the pressure of the Parthian linear style, the
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Fig. 50. Stucco merIon

Fig. 51. Stucco merIon, profile

the top; the bottom and back are flat. A small heel (fig. 51)
serves as a support for fastening to the top of the wall. The
curved top of the merIon, like its counterpart on the palmette
antefixes, probably was made to correct the perspective of the
decoration set high above eye level. The faces of two of the
merlons carry an incised "arrow slot"; the third is made in the
more elaborate design of the merlons depicted in some of the
friezes (figs. 53, 54, 58); the central arrow is flanked by vine­
like curls that spring from the base angles.

This merion design is a tenacious Near Eastern motif that
began as a functional architectural feature and continued in
use through Sassanian times as a completely decorative
element. It appears on Assyrian fortifications, and is extensive­
ly employed by the Achaemenian architect. While the Par­
thians may have acquired this unit ornament from the
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Fig. 53. Stucco medon frieze, reconstructed (G6, I, 89)

merlon loses its bulk, turning into a stepped framework en­
closing the central arrow and flanking floral forms. This stage
in the design (figs. 53, 54) is demonstrative of the combina­
tions achieved by grafting a classical motif onto an Eastern
idea. The tendril shapes in the merlons are a linear adaption of
the curling ends of the palmette; the small S-shapes found on
the palmettes are almost directly copied in the merlons (figs.
53, 54). Perhaps the five lobes formed by the floral shape are
reflected in the five steps of the merlons.

At Palmyra, which is more Western in its architecture than
is Seleucia, there is no equally intense orientalizing of designs,
and, hence, when the merlon appears there it still holds the
palmette (fig. 55). Presumably the Parthian artisan was struck
by the similarity between the arrow motif and the arrow-like
spine of the palmette. The Parthian friezes with merlons (figs.
53, 54) are translations of the wide-spread pattern of alterna­
ting leaf and flower bud. The format probably derives from
the old Graeco-Persian amalgamation of designs. Along with
Parthian art, Maurya and Sunga art of India are deeply in­
debted to the composite style (fig. 56). The Bharhut reliefs
(circa second half of the second century B.C.) already show a
form of the Seleucia merlon frieze: borders composed of alter-
nating lotus buds and pyramids.f 8 Similar orientalizing of
Western elements is found in the fragment of heavy cornice
from Seleucia (D4836, fig. 57). The leaf and bud design is
completed with borders of tongue-and-dart and guilloche. The
Temple of Bel shows the more westernized version.f 9

The merlon and arrow were used in a variety of ways in
Seleucia decoration. They are sometimes separated to form an
alternating pattern (E9790h), or else used as a continuous
cornice band (C2! 71, Fig. 58). Once again, the Seleucia pat­
terns mirror those of Assur. While the arrow motif, as noted,
may have a structural basis in brickwork, it may also have been
popular on Parthian sites because of the latent symbolism of

Fig. 54. Stucco merlon frieze (G6, I, 75)

Fig. 55. Stepped palmette antefix from Palmyra,
not to scale (after Seyrig)

arrow and pyramid. Lenzen speaks of the arrow as the symbol
of Marduk in the later architecture. 5 0 Pope interprets the
merlon as a type of pictograph, symbolizing the sacred
mountain, the ziggurat, with the "door" on the front as the
gateway through which the fertility god passes.i 1

The Parthian attitude toward decoration-exploitation of
simple geometrical combinations, symmetry, repetition, pref­
erence for line and bold relief in a single plane, and the
development of large area patterns-cloaks some of the
familiar designs of Hellenized Asia, despite the Parthian treat­
ment: the familiar tongue-and-dart (M16661) and leaf motifs
(fig. 59) recognizable on moldings and cornices. One of the
less thinly disguised running patterns comes from the well
decorated Court 61, Level II, that opens off the main entrance
to the block from Street H. The narrow frieze is composed of
triple leaf clusters with tendrils (M16668, fig. 60), a popular
design used with minor variations in detail and size. This is a
cast pattern, gessoed, and then painted red against a blue
ground. The casting is very thin, despite the deep recessing of
the pattern; it was apparently made in short lengths to be set
into the wall stucco, some of which still adheres to the piece.

This leaf design is in the fully mature Parthian style; the
leaves are regularly formed by the arcs of intersecting circles, a
coloristic effect is achieved in terms of linear shapes heighten­
ed by cutting back sharply and deeply. The artisan built up his
design through a mechanical progression of repeated inter­
secting lines that compose the whole. Thus, the arcs that form
the interior and exterior outlines of the central, vertical leaf
are segments of the same circles whose arcs outline the side,
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diagonal leaves of the next cluster. The design is, in actuality,
an old unit pattern treated as if it were an area pattern. The
non-regular, separately made tendrils are the only clue to its
unit, floral origin. The hybrid character of this stucco piece
demonstrates once again the imposition of the Parthian
aesthetic on that of Western Asia.

Because of the schematic rendering of the leaf pattern, it is
difficult to do more than suggest the plant from which it
derives. Lenzen, in his examination of the design at Assur,
relates it to the ancient Oriental "Lebensbaum.l" 2 Other
sources are also possible. First, there is the close resemblance
of this unit pattern to the olive or laurel leaf clusters of the
lion spout sirnas. The leaves of the clusters are arranged in
identical fashion; the bud stalks emerge from between the
leaves as do the tendrils. The only difference is resolved by
substituting the tendril curl at the tip for the berry or the bud.
Or, the leaf and berry embroidery on Palmyrene costumes may
offer examples of the naturalistic interpretation of the
design.s3 The formalizing of tendrils and leaves on either side
of the vertical stem of the }rape vine is known from the
architecture of Palymra also.f

The scant variety of area patterns at Selcucia is derived
from simple geometrical shapes obtained with different
combinations of circles, segments of circles, and squares. These
patterns are used for sheet paneling and string borders.
Apparently the decision of the stuccoworker on whether to
carve or mold a pattern depended on the size of the area to be
covered. Large surfaces were carved directly in the wet stucco
on the wall; small bands and friezes were molded in sections
and set in place. The area patterns have in common that
distinctive decorative effect noted above: linear emphasis,
coloristic treatment of light and dark, all-over repetitive pat­
terns. Names for these patterns would not be particularly
meaningful ; they may be conviently designated by letters.

Pattern A (D3805, fig. 61) . The simplest design is
composed of intersecting circles whose centers are calculated
on a square gridiron system. A lattice effect is gained by
scooping out the spaces between the closed shapes formed by
two arcs of the intersecting circles to a depth of 2.0-3.0 cen-

Fig. 56. Stepped antefix from Bichapour,
not to scale (after Ghirshman)

Fig. 57. Stu cco cornice, face and profile (G6 , I, 75)

Fig. 58. Stucco cornice, not to scale

-
Fig. 59. Stucco cornice

timeters. Although there is indication that large surfaces were
sheathed in this pattern , the individual circles which compose
it (i.e. the modular unit) are in small scale, averaging about 7.0
centimeters in diameter. This pattern frequently is labeled a
rosette design, but there is no evidence that it has a floral
origin. The back of a typical fragment (fig. 62) shows how the
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Fig. 60. Stucco frieze with triple leaf and tendril (G6, II, 61)

stucco was scooped out and pushed back in the still plastic
construction plaster beneath. The pattern is painted red over
the smooth gesso, surface coat. The artisans at Assur used the
four lobe design, but they favored the six lobe "rosette." The
four lobe design is found at Warka and Kuh-i-Khwaja. The
Sassanians continued its use. Although the six lobe pattern is
easier to plot with compass and ruler than the four lobe, they
are probably contemporaneous.f 5

Pattern B (D383l, fig. 63). This is a variant of Pattern A.
The four lobe motifs are separated and inscribed in individual
circles spaced slightly apart from each other. The modular unit
is a trifle larger, 8.0 centimeters; the stucco is sharply cut back
1.0-2.5 centimeters. The technique of manufacture is the
same. The linear design is painted red; the depressions are
picked out in blue.

Pattern C (E9790, fig. 64). This is another, more diversified
version of Pattern A. The stucco is divided into squares in-

Fig. 61. Stucco area, pattern A, reconstructed, not to scale

Fig. 62. Back of stucco with pattern A, not to scale
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scribed with alternating motifs: the four lobe "rosette," and a
circle containing a diamond made of arcs of circles with a
center square. The scale of the individual motifs is 10.0 cen­
timeters. The identical pattern is not illustrated at Assur, but
the diamond with incurving sides and center square in a grid­
iron pattern is common there. The stucco is worked in the
same manner as in the related patterns, and painted red.

Pattern D (M16671, fig. 65). The diamond-in-a-square is
used as an independent border on the face of an archivolt in
conjunction with a ribbon of "petals" made with the compass.
This particular fragment was cast in a stucco sheet so thin that
the recessed spaces are open, providing a true lattice effect. No
trace of color is present, but it was probably painted the
omnipresent red.

Pattern E (M1660 1, fig. 66). This pattern occurs on a few
fragments from different size archivolts. Like Pattern D, it is
varied with alternating squares of merlon and arrow motifs.
The soffit of the arch is badly mutilated, but allows for recon­
struction. It is ornamented with a double tier of six-sided
coffers formed by combinations of three lobed "rosettes." In
the center of each coffer is a raised hemispherical boss. The
archway must have been of a fair size considering the scale of
the coffers and the boldness of the tiered relief. Face and
soffit were painted in the usual red and blue. The patterns are
cut into the stucco which was laid on a heavy stucco core. As
at Assur, several of the Seleucia patterns appear on the soffits
of arches: "rosettes," diamonds in squares, triple leaf clusters,
and merlons. The coffering described here probably ornamen­
ted soffits of arches at Assur also, although the design is only
published on a flat stucco fragment. 56

Pattern F (E8487, fig. 67). This is another variation of the
motifs described above: the diamond and four lobe "rosette"
are inscribed in squares to form a double band. The pattern
appears in the small cast panel and also on the face of the
archivolt in combination with the running square meander and
"rosettes" on the soffit (D4563). This completes the range of
area patterns.

There are many bits of stucco that carry area pattern
elements too small to be reconstructed. However, none of
these fragments shows, as far as can be detected, any signif­
icantly different motifs or combinations from those listed
above. Because many of the stucco remains cannot be located
in their original rooms, it is not possible to conclude how the
area patterns were harmonized on the wall surfaces. Patterns A
and B come from the liwan (room 94) that opens into the
large court (room 61) in the eastern side of the block (Level I).
This was a handsomely decorated liwan, to judge from its
ex tensive stucco decoration (D3806), D3768), D3767),
D3766). The pieces from archivolts with Patterns D and E
have lost their room designations, but the third fragment with
Pattern F belongs to the elaborate northern entrance to the
block (room 150, Level II). Pattern C is represented on the
only fragment from the large room (room 115, Level II) with a
round niche built in the west wall. The suspicion that this
room served a special purpose may be corroborated by the
appearance there of the decorative piece. The small panel with
Pattern F formed part of the decorative scheme of room 194
(Level II).

The geometrical all-over area patterns are, then, common to
the Parthian buildings of Assur, Warka, Kuh-i-Khwaja, and
Seleucia. Hatra's architectural decoration never lost its Graeco-
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Fig. 63. Stucco with area pattern B, reconstructed (G6, I, 94)
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Fig. 64. Stucco with area pattern C, reconstructed (G6, II, 115)

Roman flavor. Babylon preferred Western floral motifs. At
Hatra, the use of wall masks is probably an oriental intrusion,
while the single occurrence there of an area pattern-the six
lobe design on the soffit of a lintel-is clearly a foreigner in
this circle of floral ornament. Palmyra, even more within the
western architectural sphere, avoided using the area patterns.
Almost nothing is known about Parthian architectural decora­
tion of the Iranian plateau, so that we can only suggest that
similar work appeared there.

Unfortunately, the origin of the area patterns can best be
stated in negative terms. They are clearly not developments of
classical floral, unit motifs. The immediate Western Asiatic
predecessors of Parthian decoration are also floral and figural.
Assyrian, Babylonian, and Achaemenian designs are repetitive,
abstracted, and highly decorative, but they never lose their
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Fig. 65. Stucco archivolt with area pattern D, reconstructed

unit character which is based on plant and animal forms. There
remains, then, the possibility that the Parthians brought the
allover pattern concept to the West, but there is no East
Iranian-Central Asiatic material to substantiate such a claim.
NysaS 7 of the third and second centuries B.C. has not revealed
decorative stucco.f 8 However, the lack of stucco evidence
from the East may be due to the fact that the area patterns are
not originally architectural, but rather that they originate in
carpet and tapestry work while the technique of strong light­
and-dark carving is based on woodwork.f 9

Fig. 66. Stucco archivolt, face and soffitt,
with area pattern E, reconstructed

The unique appearance of a geometrical area pattern in
Assyrian art, in the royal palace at Nineveh, is of particular
interest because it is clearly used in a stone imitation of a rug
thrown over the threshold. It is true that area patterns are not
particularly suited to stone carving, which could account for
the Assyrians avoiding them, but such patterns do not appear
in Mesopotamian or Achaemenian brickwork either. On the
other hand, area patterns are particularly adaptable to the
loom. The four lobe all-over motif, for example, appears every
now and then as a fabric design, as far back as in eighth
century B.C. Egypt,60 later in the fabrics of Palmyra and
Sassania, and, judging from the mosaic evidence, it also was
popular in textiles of the early Christians." 1

The few Central Asian fabrics still preserved are mainly
under West Asiatic influence and utilize floral and figural
motifs. The fabrics from Pazyryk utilize Achaemenian motifs­
repeated floral patterns in squares, processions of animals and
equestrians, and scenes of court ritual-combined with
nomadic animal-style forrns.f 2 If these fabrics do not reflect
the content of the Parthian area patterns, their form does:
sharply outlined light-and-dark contrasts of repeated elements.

A review of the Seleucia stucco fragments leads to the con­
clusion that the manner in which they were carved and
modelled goes back to woodworking techniques. The very
deeply cut stucco pieces (such as those composing the inter­
locking circle patterns) may be improvisations on wood lattice.
The small scale of the modular units conforms to the require­
ments of woodworking, as do the rather delicate linear shapes
standing far out from their background. Quite brittle in
stucco, such raised patterns fit well in wood. The other stucco
fragments, which are not as deeply cut, are almost exactly
described by Ettinghausen's definition of the "beveled style"
of woodcarving at ninth century A.D. Samarra:

" ... The sense of complete stylization is enhanced by another char­
acteristic feature, the slant style of carving, that is the beveling of the
surface toward the curved outlines of the design, which creates a
sculptured plane with a soft, flat modulation. The total impression is
that of a uniform, abstract pattern with no background between the
individual designs.,,63

Without an intermediate stage, we cannot establish an
historical relationship between the geometric wall decorations
of Mesopotamia and that of the Parthians. At Uruk-Warka the
very early walls and attached columns were encased in a
sheathing of clay cones, "nails," set into a bed of mud plaster,
their different colored heads arranged in simple geometric
patterns. This mosaic veneering was based on weaving patterns,
imitating the tapestries that must have hung in the interiors." 4

A later stage at Uruk-Warka has mud plaster worked into
lattice patterns, which were then painted black, white, red,
and yellow. 6

5 This style of decoration dropped out of Near
Eastern architecture long before the Parthians came west, al­
though the imitation of tapestry on wall surfaces was quite
common in Assyrian and Achaemenian buildings. It is in­
teresting to note how closely the Parthian attached columns
with triangular surface patterning (mentioned above) echo the
old Mesopotamian decorative style of Uruk-Warka, but
whether the Parthian area decoration is the inheritor of the
older form, or is purely coincidental, at least the Uruk-Warka
mosaic indicates the process by which the all-over patterns
were transformed from carpet to wall.
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decoration. The sheathing area patterns in stucco may have
been adapted directly from carpet hangings of the nomadic
peoples of northeast Iran. The manner in which the patterns
are cut and molded in the stucco reflects the working habits,
not of the stone cutter who is out of place in a nomadic
society, but rather of the wood carver who, as we know from
artifacts from the Eurasian steppes, served well the nomad
communities. Many of these all-over pattern elements are
found carved, in the beveled style, on the stone Jewish
ossuaries of Palestine; wooden funerary chests follow the
woodcarver's technique.6 7 Similar patterns occur on the
carved stonework on some of the Palestinian synagogues." 8

Fig. 68. Stucco coffering
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Fig. 67. Stucco with area pattern F (G6, 11,194)

The free interchange of patterns between fabrics and
architectural work can be documented many times over. For
example, representations of fabrics in the sculpture from
Palmyra show the use of simplified floral rosettes framed in a
lattice-work. The borders and hems of garments worn by the
sculptured figures show some of the Hellenistic motifs that
appear at Seleucia: the turning "wheel," rosettes, rinceaux,
etc. The fabrics from the caravan city of Lou-Lan in Chinese
Turkestan contain Hellenic floral motifs found in Seleucia and
Babylonian stucco. Sassanian decoration on cushions and
clothes, as pictured in the silver bowls, show the same use of
motifs that appear in architecture. Provincial Roman floor
mosaics carry the four lobed all-over pattern enclosing animal
motifs. Such mosaics appear to be closely related to, if not
copies of, floor coverings.

Rostovtzeff, in discussing the floral style of wall painting in
South Russia, found that the style, under its late Hellenic
overlay, sprang from the tents of the nomadic tribes that were
hung with carpets." 6 This, which was true for the Scythians
north of the Black Sea, holds equally well for their Eastern
cousins. We may suggest, then, that early Parthian weaving
served as a fruitful source for the later fabrics and architectural

Fig. 69. Coffered half dome fragment, stucco (G6, II, 64)

•••••••



142 TOPOGRAPHY AND ARCHITECTURE OF SELEUCIA

Some of the area patterns were undoubtedly used- on
ceilings as well as on wall surfaces. Coffered surfaces appear on
cornices and archivolts. There are several varieties of covering
composed of intersecting circles, or made of concentric
squares with central bosses (figs. 68, 69). Some large stucco
fragments are part of a half dome (04852, fig. 69). The frag­
ment illustrated shows the border of the hemicycle with the
beginning of the dome slightly recessed. The fragments are
insufficient to indicate the size of the half dome, but the
generous scale of the pattern suggests that it must have
covered a fairly large area. These unique fragments at Seleucia
come from the liwan of the northwest corner suite of the
block (room 64, Level II).

There is nothing particularly Parthian in the use of coffered
ceilings and vaults, but the handling of the coffering is clearly
within the native style. The coffering may be compared with
the painted ceilings in the tombs of South Russia and Palmyra,
for example. The ceiling of the tomb of 'Atenatan at Palmyra,
dated to the beginning of the third century A.D., has imitation
coffers painted with incurving sides and bosses.6 9 This pattern
is closely related to those from Seleucia, while the twisted
ribbon device, drawn in perspective, that circles the design at
Palmyra, does not appear at Seleucia (although the absence of
mural painting remains may account for this), but is used at
Dura-Europos. The predominant colors in the Palmyra tomb,
as at Seleucia, are red and blue. In South Russia, the Incrusted
Style appears in the form of colored circles in a lattice,
imitating coffering." 0 The Palace of the Dux Ripae at Dura­
Europos illustrates a variety of painted coffers that, in their
distinct~ Western feeling, contrast with the Seleucia ex­
amples. 1 Glass cubes found during the excavations at
Ctesiphon suggest that the ceilings of liwans held glassmosaics.
The coffered surfaces from Seleucia are in the usual blue and
red, sometimes alternating in a checkerboard pattern. The
bright blue on the Seleucia vaults recalls Philostratus' descrip-

Fig. 70. Stucco brick, reconstructed (G6, I, 94)
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- - -em.Fig. 71. Stucco brick, reconstructed

tion of Babylonian domed chambers that, resembling the
heavens, were roofed with sapphire.7 2

Only two self-contained unit designs made of geometrical
patterns can be reconstructed from the many stucco fragments
(figs. 70, 71). These unit designs fit on stucco bricks which, as
examples from Assur and Sassanian Kish demonstrate, were
used in multiples to form an all-over sheathing pattern. The
two brick designs reuse the simple geometrical shapes common
to the stucco fragments. The square bricks contain within the
raised frame a diamond shape made from the arcs of circles;
the corners of the square are filled with a scroll that follows
the contour of the diamond sides, and with circles, squares,
and "petals"; the center of the diamond contains another
symmetrical, geometric fill of the same order as that in the
corners. Although each brick has a complete, self-contained
design, when the bricks are laid together they would form a
continuous, connected pattern by virtue of the arcs, which
make up the diamonds, turning into completed circles.
Parthian Assur uses exactl~ the same device on a slightly less
complicated set of motifs. 3 These brick designs seem to be a
Parthian innovation and, perhaps, one of the most important
to be brought by them to the West. The geometrical elements
come directly from the area pattern; the scroll-an arc with
curled ends-is common in the East.

The brick illustrated (M32323, fig. 71) is a cast unit with
small rectangular mortises on either side, and with reed or
withy reinforcing. It is of small scale, sharply and deeply
modelled (2.5 to 5.5 centimeters) effecting a network of linear
forms boldly outlined against a deeply shadowed ground. The
brick comes from the elaborately decorated liwan, room 94, of
Level I, probably once forming a part of the exterior decora­
tion, for the deep carving would hold up well seen from a
distance.

The lacy patterns on these bricks are the antecedents of the
floral patterns on Sassanian brickwork. Sassanian bricks from
Kish, for example, use the identical, discrete and interlocking,
symmetrical patterning, but they incorporate floral elements.
The deeply carved linear patterns destroy the wall surface,
concealing the massive brick walls behind a filmy screening.
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One may speculate that these attempts by the Parthian ar­
chitects to conceal the heavy architectural elements are a
manifestation of the latent nomadic heritage. The tent dweller
perhaps never feels quite comfortable encased in brick or
stone, and so he may dissipate his claustrophobia by keeping
the drapes and hangings of his tents about him, even though
they have been translated into stucco. The brick designs
resemble rugs made by stitching together woven squares with
geometrical designs; such fabrics are still called afghans.

The only figural decoration that appears, besides the masks
and busts on the capitals, is the animal design on the ceramic
bricks. These pieces properly belong with the sculpture of
Seleucia, but, because they were used on the architecture, they
should be briefly noted. The bricks are thin slabs of red clay
(6.0-7.0 centimeters thick, 22.5-23.5 centimeters high, approx­
imately 31.0 centimeters long). The animals were cut into the
brick with a knife in a planar manner, the surfaces sloping
back at sharp angles from the surface. After cutting, the brick
was coated with a very thick layer of milky glaze that con­
siderably softened the contours. One of the bricks (fig. 72)
fitted a corner so that it has two faces carved. The animals
crouch, hindquarters raised, forequarters down, with the fore­
legs extended toward a floral arrangement of which only a few
leaves extend into the frame. The hindquarters of the lion
griffins are incised with parallel cuts that extend down into the
hind leg. The barrel of the chest is depicted as two or three
exaggerated ribs. The upper part of the foreleg is completed

Fig. 72. Clay griffin (G6, I, str. G)
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Fig. 73. Clay lion griffin brick (G6, I, str. G)

with a curl. The sickle wing rises in a broad curve from the
shoulder. The mane is composed of a row of large beads with a
beaded ruff framing the head. The tall, erect ears curve back in
a horn-like projection; the tail curls up. The paws of the
leonine beast, however, are made as cloven hoofs.

In their original setting the griffin bricks must have been
used in combinations so that the animals would face each
other in the standard heraldic pose. This motif of lion griffins
flanking a plant or vase is too common in the Mediterranean
and the Near East to document beyond noting that it occurs at
Palmyra, Hatra, Assur, Dura, and Warka. In addition to the
lion griffin bricks, Seleucia has yielded two brick fragments
carved with serpentine bodies that end in a fish tail. They must
have represented hippocampi (D5500, room 239, Level I). An
uncatalogued brick fragment shows just the forequarters of a
horse (hippocampus?). These brick designs can be compared
with the serpentine monster from Warka, which also has a
spiralin~ tail and beaded spine,74 and with the later Sassanian
version. 5 The only other variation at Seleucia is represented
by several fragments of a brick showing a griffin attacking a
deer (F7524, Area IJ).

These animal decorated bricks were found in the block,
Levels I and III, and in Area IJ. One (D6583A, fig. 73) was
found in Street 223 near room 223, Level I, which held frag­
ments of griffin bricks built into the south wall (D6532A, B;
D6533A, fig. 74). Three fragments come from room 148,
Level III, in the southwest quadrant of the block; a fourth
comes from the early or intermediate Level III court, room
178. The griffin attacking the deer brick comes, as mentioned,
from Area IJ. Only one hippocampus was found in the block,
in room 239, Level I.

Decoration of the Block G6.
The ceramic decoration of Level III is thinly scattered

through many rooms, with only a few rooms holding more
than one or two bits. The several entrances to the block at this
level seem to have been relatively plain, except for the simas
and antefixes, in sharp contrast to the richly ornamented
entrances of the later building levels. The courts and their
adjoining halls also are not distinguished by rich decoration.
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Fig. 74. Clay lion griffin brick (G6, I, 223 1)

The large court in the southwest quadrant (room 126) revealed
a stucco capital; ceramic moldings, cornices, friezes, etc., are
absent from the other courts and halls. The room with the
niche built into the wall (room 111) contains some decorative
fragments in the brickwork which indicate that greater
attention was paid to this chamber than to its neighboring
rooms during one of its early building phases. Room 148 has a
decorated brick and fragments of griffin bricks associated" with
it. In light of the scarcity of ceramic work in the rest of the
block, it appears that this room, which opened onto Street 6,
must have been of some importance. On the other hand, the
fairly small room 160 contains decorative remains. If the
quantity of ceramic finds is indicative of the extent of decora­
tion, then the two adjoining courts (rooms 169, 178) in the
northwest quadrant were the most elaborately decorated areas
in the block. However, some of the pieces from the courts may
go back to Level IV.

Unless there was careful and deliberate destruction and
removal of the ornamentation, it must be concluded that the
residential dwellings of Level III were most restrained in their
architectural decoration. Nothing remains, of course, of any
ornament in perishable material that might have relieved the
mud plaster walls. There is no mural painting, but the frag­
ment of stucco marked in imitation of stone paneling, found
in the small room 110 opening off the hall (room 106), indica­
tes that the interior walls were treated in a decorative manner.

In Level II, as in the preceding Level, the most extensive
decoration is found in the northwest corner of the block. The
main entrance to the block during the Level II period, room
150 opening off Street H, was elaborately ornamented." 6

Entry was made through a decorated stucco arch with carved
area patterns sheathing the jambs. Behind the arch was the flat
ceiling of the entrance hall ornamented with the large stucco
medallion composed of a human head wreathed in scroll-work.
From there one went into the court (room 61) that was
flanked by attached columns carrying the Corinthian style
capitals. Door jambs, reveals, and facade of the connecting
liwan were tapestried with hand-carved grape and leaf designs,
molded brick friezes of diamonds and scrolls, and with bands

and lintels carrying ribbons of the triple leaf and tendril
design. Scattered stucco fragments in the adjoining rooms are
meager, but offer adequate testimony for once elegant por­
ticos, the use of coffered half-domes (room 64), arched
openings springing from pilasters and half columns crowned
with Corinthian style capitals, wall niches complete with
miniature pilasters and capitals, entrances sheathed in area
patterned brickwork, and overhead were coffered ceilings
resting on molded friezes. Some wall painting (room 169) and
probably hangings offered the eye relief from the alternating
patterns of bright blue and red stucco.

Another richly decorated apartment was built around the
eastern liwan (rooms 94, 61). The stuccowork here is in the
same style as that of Level II, but the rooms were assigned to
Level I by the excavators. Broad panels of area patterns
covered the door jambs and ran up overhead. Probably some
of the pieces of coffered stucco that are not catalogued
covered the arch of the liwan. A carpet-like effect must have
been achieved by the repeated use of bold patterns. A few
small, delicately modelled bits of stucco leaves and tendrils
speak of the use of hand-cut floral trim. It is possible that the
decoration of this apartment belongs to the building of Level
II rather than to that of Level I.

The complex of small rooms under this apartment (i.e.
those ascribed by the excavators to Level II) are in a com­
pletely different pattern; hence, the liwan (room 94) and its
court (room 61) belong to a period of construction that
followed a complete demolition of that area of the block. This
destruction was assigned to Trajan's occupation. But, the
appearance of two of Trajan's coins (A.D. 98-117) and one
from a Parthian mint (A.D. 83-84) in the liwan (room 94)
would appear to indicate that the apartment was built some­
time before Trajan's southward march in the spring of 116
A.D., and survived the Roman occupation. The liwan and its
court did undergo some later alterations before the end of
Level I occupation. It can be suggested, then, that the attrac­
tive decoration of this apartment (rooms 94,61) in the Level I
period is roughly contemporaneous with the similarly decora­
ted apartments in the northwest corner of the block, in Level
II, and that they are not examples of second century A.D.
work. Such elaborate outfitting of the apartments is more
fitting as a sign of the rich commercial city of Level II than of
the declining prosperity of the city in Level I. Indeed, the lean
years of the later city may account for the long life of the
liwan (room 94) and its court (room 61), for in such times the
tendency is to make-do rather than re-do, to refurbish rather
than to rebuild. If this apartment is a hold-over from Level II
construction, then the lack of any change or development in
the decoration from that of the other Level II apartments is
explained.

The remainder of the apartments assigned to Level I have
yielded so little stuccowork that it is not possible to assess
their decorative schemes or to determine whether Level I
decoration was substantially different from that of Level II.
The paucity of remains appears to suggest that the residents
could ill afford the expensive decoration of earlier years.

The architectural decoration of Seleucia not only confirms
the hybrid character that has been assigned to Parthian art, but
it also offers insight into the composition of the different
strains that compose the new stock. The decoration shows
classical, Western Asiatic (Assyrian and Achaemenian), and
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moved a long way from the nomad's tent, but its decoration
reflects the deeply imbedded tradition.

The Seleucia stucco helps support the opinion that Palmyra
on one side and Gandhara on the other are greatly indebted to
the Parthians despite their clear Hellenic relations."? Another
confirmation provided by the Seleucia material is of the pro­
found debt owed it by the Sassanians. The Seleucia stucco is
additional proof for Lenzen's assertion that Sassanian stucco­
work is a further development of Parthian architectural dec­
oration;78 and, hence, we must add this element to the
alchemy worked on Achaemenian and Hellenistic art which
gave birth to the Neo-Iranian art of the Christian Era.7 9

Check List ofDecorated Rooms in the Block G6.
The following list gives the location of the architectural

decoration in Block C6. Surface finds, fragments recorded in
the field registry and mentioned in the diaries without
notation as to location, and fragments turned up in the trial
trenching are omitted. In a few cases the field register does not
make clear whether an item belongs in the category of
architectural decoration; such questionable items are omitted.

An asterisk (*) indicates that the fragment is in the Kelsey
Museum of Archaeology, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Registry
numbers bear the letter prefixes A through F; Kelsey Museum
acquisitions are prefixed with the letter M. Some fragments
carry a location label rather than a field number. The levels
referred to are those of the Preliminary Reports and field
register. The word Sub followed by a Roman numeral
indicates that the object may belong to the level designated by
this number rather than to the level under which it is listed.
Any additional information concerning location is drawn from
the register.

Eastern, or Parthian elements. While it is fairly easy to pick
out the Hellenic elements, and those that were adopted and
adapted from Mesopotamia and Achaemenian Persia, the third
element, the Parthian, is difficult to pin-point. The Parthian
decoration at Seleucia provides a late, adulterated version of a
possible prototype in the homeland of the Parthians.

Although we can but dimly visualize the decorative effects
that were gained at Seleucia by analogy with the better
preserved sites, such as that of Assur, it seems safe to assume
that the walls were generally left plain with important
architectural elements sheathed in ornamental casings. Broad,
decorated lintels were used in conjunction with heavy attached
columns, pilasters, and blind arcading. Door jambs and arch­
ways were emphasized with carpeted surfaces, broad tables,
and bold but simple cornices. Reveals, soffits, half-domes, and
perhaps whole ceilings were coffered and painted. The
chromatic scheme of red and blue further emphasized the
light-and-dark effect achieved by the deep cutting back into
the stucco. Glazed ceramic borders were modestly employed
along with friezes of griffins and serpentine monsters. Wall and
ceiling masks and heads set into the capitals provided further
variety. Considering the general popularity of mural painting
in the East, the two painted fragments from Seleucia must be
taken as tokens of extensive painting.

The effect of the stucco decoration, springing from the
light-and-dark patterning of small, anonymous motifs, is
strongly reminiscent of fabric designs and paneled wood
carving. The interlocking geometrical patterns, never very
complicated, and the angular or spiral deformation of natural
flora seem at home in woven stuffs. But the technique of
translating these designs into stucco indicates a prior tradition
in woodcarving. Wood screens and lattices would have formed
a happy combination with the stucco decoration at Seleucia.
The overriding characteristic of the Parthian decorative
program is non-structural, quite the opposite of its Hellenic
counterpart. In this sense, the Parthian style has much in com­
mon with that of the Achaemenians. Their relatedness is not
that of familial descent, but rather springs from their common
Iranian heritage. The Parthian artisan wasted little time or
loving care on the precise definition of intricate detail. Like
the weaver, he could sacrifice the interest in discrete units to
the resplendent all-over effect, conceiving of his patterns as
bold tracery against deep shadow.

The Parthian artisan relied most heavily on his Western
neighbors when he was faced with decorating Western architec­
tural elements, such as lintels with stepped surfaces and
capitals for attached columns. We may infer that the Parthian
builder was unfamiliar with these structural niceties, and that
he adopted them after the move westward. Surface decoration,
area patterning, and carpet designing were part of his heritage,
but the complicated lintel construction of masonry origin,
with its stepped and pulvinated surfaces, presented a new
challenge which he hesitated to meet, choosing, rather, to
adopt the old designs instead of inventing new ones. A reason­
able explanation of the architectural decoration of Seleucia
can be made if it is seen as the partial result of adapting
pastoral to permanent dwellings. The analogies drawn by
Rostovtzeff between fabric hangings and mural paintings in
South Russia may be kept in mind when examining Parthian
art. Parthian architecture, with its invention of the liwan, had

Block G6
Location

Level III
R4

R6

R12

R23

R32

R38

R39

R4I

R62

RI05

RIIO

RIll

R1l4

Description

*Lion spout sima. clay. D7536 (fig. 46).

Glazed brick with boss and rosettes. clay. E12171.
Sub IV.

Limestone fragment. In brickwork of west wall.
F298.

Antefix. clay.

Cornice (?) fragment with leaf design. clay. Sub
IV.

Decorated brick. E12041

*Palmette antefix. clay, yellow-gray. D7411.

Rosette boss. stucco. D7663.

Grape vine motif on brick. clay. F8133.

Brick frieze reused in wall (?). In northwest wall.
E9292.

Imitation stone paneling. stucco. (Second Pre-
liminary Report, pl. vii, fig. 1).

Rosette. clay. F5610. Intermediate III.
Brick decoration. clay. F5612a-d. Intermediate III.
Sima spout. clay. F5555.

Fragment. red clay. In west wall. F578.
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R124

R126

R130

R139

R141

R142

R147

R148

R155

R159

R160

R166

R169

R172

R173

R174
R176

R177

R178

R181

R186

R190

R191

R223

R225

R304

Street 6

Street 4

Level II
R3

R30

R36

R37

Grape cluster from frieze. clay. E9452.

Miniature capital. stucco. E9463.

Floral motif. clay. E9628.
Rosette. clay. E10106.

Granite fragment. F4543. Sub IV (?).

Brick fragment. clay. In wall. F4039.

Floral motif. clay. In debris below Level II wall.
F5628.

Miniature column. clay. E10404.

Decorated brick. clay. F6435. Early III.
Griffin brick fragment. clay. F6796.
Griffin brick fragment. clay. F6797.
Griffin brick fragment (volute?). clay. F6798.

Clay fragment. F6219.

Rosette. clay. F5540. Early III (?).

Rosette. clay. F1606.

*Lion head sima. clay. E11569. (fig. 43).

Acanthus leaf. clay. F7564. III-IV.
Decorated brick. clay. F5652. IV (?).
Pomegranate. clay. From lower pavement. F2320.

Decorated brick. clay. Intermediate. F5918.
Lion head sima. clay. F1388.

Rosette. clay. F2334.

Stucco fragment. E11182.
Stucco fragment. In wall. F4207.

Rosette (?). clay. F1801.

Decorated bricks. clay. F6634,5,6,7.
Grape vine motif on brick. clay. F6348,9.
Griffin brick. F6350.

Miniature column. clay. F5371.

Rosette. clay. F7570. Early III.

Rosette. clay. F8538. Earliest Phase of III (?).

Miniature column. clay. E10814.

Stucco fragment painted red and blue. F8160.
Early III.

Stucco fragment. F3519.
Lion head sima. clay. F6381.

Stone fluting fragment. C3291. Sub IV.

Miniature column. clay. F2053.
Rosette. clay. Opposite R186. F8541.
Lion head sima. clay. Opposite R186. F6489.

Lion head sima (?). clay. Opposite R51.
E8308A,B,C.

Cornice. clay. Opposite R51. 8307.

Stucco fragment. In brickwork of Grave 228.
E11305.

Cornice with floral frieze. stucco. Floor.

(Excavator's diary mentions Room 36 as "plaster
room").

Stucco fragments (Diary).

R56

R61

R63

R64

R72

R86

R92

R98
R102
R108
R115

R125

R126

R129

R138
R139
R150

R164

R169

R193
R194

Stucco fragments (Diary mentions three large and
four small decorative fragments).

*Capital. stucco. 50 centimeters deep near north
wall. D4755. (Fig. 34).

Head in center of wheel decoration. stucco.
D4700.

*Capital. stucco. 80 centimeters below wall tops.
D4625.

*Frieze with triple leaf and tendril motif. (M16668
(fig. 60).

*Fragment with grape vine motif. stucco.
*Fragment with diamond and scroll patterns.

stucco. M16670.
Acanthus leaves from capital. stucco. In pavement.

E10690.
*Miniature capital, Corinthian style. stucco. D4624.

*Fragment of coffered half dome. stucco. D4852.
(fig. 69).

Capital (Diary note). stucco.

Grape leaf decoration on brick. clay. D4837.
Egg-and-dart frieze. clay. D4953.
Marble fragment. D6296.
Clay fragment. In south wall. E11242.

Rosette with hole in center. clay. D7727. Sub.

Face. stucco. D4975.
Ceiling stucco (Field notes).
Pilaster, triangular section. clay. D7212. Sub.
Small column with stucco adhering. clay. In north

wall. E9437.
*Area pattern in several fragments. stucco. E9790.

(fig. 64).
*Merlon and arrow frieze. stucco. E9790h.
*Minia ture capital, Corinthian style. stucco.

E9790e.
From spout sima. clay. From floor. D5225.
Relief of tall "amphora." clay. D7098. Sub.
Lion spout sima. clay. 40 centimeters below well

top. D5314.
Fragments of frieze with spiraliforms. clay. In east

wall. D6202a,b.
*Ionic volute from capital. clay. M32664. (fig. 42).
Fluted pilaster. clay. D5781.
Ionic volute from capital. clay.
Ceiling medallion with head and scroll pattern.

stucco. (Second Preliminary Report, p. 21, pl.
xi, fig. 1)

Archvolt with meander and area patterning.
stucco. (Second Preliminary Report, p. 21,
fig. 6).

Frieze with vine and tendrils. clay. In south wall.
D6251a,b.

*Fragments of mural painting in green, black, red,
and white. stucco. D5747, D5748.

*Coffered surface. stucco.
*Merlon and arrow frieze. stucco. From floor.

Frieze with area patterning. stucco. In north wall.
E8487. (Fig. 67).
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Small pilaster. clay. D5229. Sub. II.

Small column. clay. F3904. Levels I-II.
Decorated fragment. stucco. F4097. Levels I-II.

R253

Street 6

1. Waterman, Prelim. Rep. 23-24.

2. Waterman, Sec. Prelim. Rep. pl. vii, fig. 1.

3. Properly speaking the Seleucia material is plaster, having a calcium
sulphate base. Stucco is usually considered to have a carbonate of
lime base. However, a distinction between stucco and plaster is
frequently made on the basis of utilization, plaster denoting interior
work, stucco exterior work. Because much of the Seleucia decora­
tion comes from the open courts and entrances, it is here referred
to throughout as stucco.

4. In addition to the brief mentions in the two Preliminary Reports,
there are two reports on some aspects of the stucco from Seleucia:
N. Debevoise, "The Origin of Decorative Stucco," AlA 45 (1941),
45-61; B. Goldman, "The Allover Pattern in Mesopotamian Stucco­
work," Berytus 10 (1950-51), 13-20.

5. Devoise, op. cit., 48; H. Ingholt, "Quelques fresques recemment
d~couvertes1 Palmyre," ActaA 3 (1932), 19.

6. E. Bell, Early Architecture in Western Asia (London, 1924),24.

7. Strabo 16, I, 11 and 17.

8. Dura IX, Part I (New Haven, 1944), 104.

9. Vitruvius VII, iii, 1-3.

10. Western and Eastern decoration is usually described as being based
on plant life and on geometrical forms, respectively. Cf E. Will,
"De l'Euphrate au Rhin: etude sur quelques motifs ornamentaux,"
Syria 31 (1954), 283. Each plant motif is a self-contained unit
which, in combination with others composes a pattern of units (i.e.
a unit pattern). Geometrical forms, on the other hand, exist only by
virtue of their being used in combinations (i.e. area pattern); the
motifs disappear if the basic forms are separated.

11. There are some exceptional uses of the pattern, viz. on Harappan
pottery, and on the threshold stone of Ashurbanipal's palace. Cf
the discussion of origins in Coldman, op. cit., 16-19.

12. E. E. Herzfeld, Iran in the Ancient East (London, 1941), pI. xcix.

13. W. Andrae, Hatra, II. WVDOG. 21 (1912), Abb. 234,235.

14. Waterman, Sec. Prelim. Rep. 21, pl. xi, fig. 7, from the Block, Level
II, room 150.

15. R. Ghirshman, Bichapour II. Les Mosaiques sassanides (Paris,1956),
131, pl. xxv, figs. 5, 9.

16. Cf the rhyton from Nysa, A. Mongait, L 'Archeologie en U.R.S.S.
(Moscow, 1959),295.

17. Philostratus, The Life ofApollonius of Tyana I, xxv.

18. Waterman, Prelim. Rep.• pl. ii, fig. 1.

19. Waterman,Prelim. Rep., pl. ii, fig. 3.

20. D. Schlumberger, La Palmyrene du nord-ouest (Paris, 1951), pI.
xxxviii 1, fig. 36.

21. Dura VII- VIII (New Haven, 1939), pl. xxx, from the Mithraeum.

22. Ibid., pI. xl, 3, pp. 381-382.

23. Ibid., fig. 88.

24. M. Dunand, Le Musee de Soueida (Paris, 1934),64, pl. xxviii, 122.

25. G. Schlumberger, "Les Formes anciennes du chapiteau corinthien
en Syrie, en Palestine et en Arabie," Syria 14 (1933),283-317.

26. W. B. Dinsmoor, The Architecture of Ancient Greece (London,
1950),231-233, pI. lv.

27. Peopled capitals have been recovered from the Bactrian site of
Surkh Kotal: D. Schlumberger, "Le Temple de Surkh Kotal en
Bactriane." lA 240 (1952), 433453; 242 (1954),161-187.

28. B. Rowland, The Art and Architecture of India (Harmondsworth,
1953), pI. 42A.

29. H. Seyrig, "Ornamenta Palmyrena Antiquiora," Syria, 21 (1940),

Blue glazed pilaster. clay. C2146. Room 245 (?).

Capital with eagle. stucco. Upper filling of Vault
90, Cubicle 4. D4715. (First Preliminary Report,
pl. ii, fig. 3).

Ornamental fragments. stucco. (Diary).
Capital (?). stucco. (Diary).

Fluted column. stone. Late wall. C2527.

*Frieze with medon and flower bud. stucco.
D4800. (fig. 54).

*Cornice with egg-and-dart, guilloche, etc. stucco.
D4836. (fig. 57).

*Frieze with medon and flower bud. stucco. In east
wall. C2185. (fig. 53).

Head. stucco. D3844.
Pilaster. stucco. (Diary).
Decorated stucco. C2339.

Capital, Corinthian style. stucco. Top of second
level wall. C2775a.

Rosette. clay. E9937. Sub.

Small attached column, blue glaze. clay. C3016.
Small capital. clay. C3017.

Brick decorated with parallel bands. clay.
D6929a,b. Sub

*Fragments with grape vine, rosettes and "dia­
monds." stucco. M16617, M16663, M33418.

*Molding. stucco. Near southwest corner of Block.
D6021.

*Lion spout. clay. Opposite room 253. D5534. II
(?).

Rosette. clay. D6061.

*Serpent or hippocamp on brick. clay. In north
wall. D5500.

R94

R89

R71

R75

R93

R64

R239

R219

R201

R202

R205

R111

R139

R152

R164

R165

*Fragment with "rosette" patterns. stucco. D3830,
D3831. (fig. 63).

*Brick with area patterning. stucco. D3806. (fig.
70).

*Area patterning with "rosettes." stucco. D3805.
(Fig. 61).

*Square meander with wheel motif. stucco. Surface.
D3768.

*Vine tendril. stucco. Surface. D3767.
*Small leaf or petal. stucco. Surface. D3766.

Capital. clay. C2241.

Capital. stucco. (Diary).

Engaged column base. stucco. (Diary).

Grape vine on brick, glazed. clay. D4549.

Persian pattern pedestal. stucco. C2656.
Molding. stucco. (Diary).

R223 (?) *Griffin brick. clay. In south wall. D6533, D6532.
(fig. 74).

Cornice. stucco. D5446.R227

R239

Level I
R48

R56

Street H

Street 4

Street 6
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PART II

The History of Seleucia from Classical Sources

Seleucia, in the course of its history, was called by various
surnames in order to distinguish it from other cities of the
same name. Appian1 gives ~€A€VK€La 'h €1Tt TOU TL)'PTlTOS
nOTQl.LOU; Plutarch.i ~€A€VK€La €1Ti Ti;( T l)'ptl'>L; Strabo 3
~€A€VK€La 'h €1TL T~ T l),P€L A€)'OJ1€VT/; Isidore of Charax,4

~€A€VK€La 'h 1Tpds TiV Tt)'PWL; Pliny.' Seleucia Babylonia, and
Seleucia Parthorum. Some of the later authors employ the
city-name Babylon in error for Seleucia, as for example
Lucanus" when he speaks of "Babylon, a city on the Tigris."
In some instances doubt remains as to which city the author
had in mind. Fabian7 assigns to Seleucia the greater part of the
late references to Babylon. Streck'' agrees to the principle but
considers that Fabian goes too far. Strabo" states that inhab­
itants of Seleucia were not called after the name of their city
but after the name of their country, that is to say, Babylonia.

Seleucia, as its surname indicates, was situated on the Tigris
river. It lay three Roman miles from Ctesiphon;! 0 and ninety
miles from Babylon. Ctesiphon was on the east bank of the
Tigris, Seleucia on the west bank, while Babylon lay on both
banks of the Euphrates. Strabol ' gives the distance from
Babylon as 300 stadia. The city was situated, likewise, on a
canal that connected the Euphrates and the Tigris. Pliny
writes,12 "From this place (Philiscum on the Euphrates) it is
ten days sail to Seleucia. . . . Near the village of Massice the
Euphrates divides into two channels, the left one of which
runs through Mesopotamia past (or 'through') Seleucia, and
falls into the Tigris as it (i.e. the Tigris) flows around that
city." (... et parte laeva in Mesopotamiam vadit per ipsam
Seleuciam circa eam praefluenti infusus Tigri). Pliny further
explains v' that this channel of the Euphrates was said to be
artificial and that it was called by the Assyrians "Nahr­
malcha," "The Royal Canal." The phrase "per ipsam Seleu­
ciam" may be taken to read "through Seleucia" but it is not
clear that the author had this meaning in mind. Theo­
phylactus!" relates that the Euphrates river divided itself into
three branches. The author has in mind two of the large canals
that lead out from this river, the "third branch" being the
Royal Canal. The passage continues, " ... and the third
(branch) flows through Seleucia and gives to the city the most
unconquerable safety, flanked as it is by water, fortifying the
city as by an encircling fence." The expression cHapp€i Tfls
~€A€VK€las clearly indicates that the canal flowed through the
city. But the passage also implies that the water of the canal
encircles the city in a system of moats. Tacitus1S gives the
same impression in a description of the military strength of the
city,'! urbis validae et munimentis objecti amnis
murodue The passage is usually translated "protected by
river as well as by walls." Amnis muro, literally "by a wall of
water," indicates a system of water defense coordinate with

munimentis, hence encircling the city. In an earlier age, at
Dr,16 the river and a canal together were utilized as a system
of moats. Streck, 17 basing himself on Arabic sources of the
Middle Ages, places Seleucia on the north bank of the Royal
Canal. In the classical sources there is evidence that appears to
be conclusive that the city lay to the south of the canal.
Isidore of Charax18 in his description of the great caravan trail
from Syria to Central Asia, gives the daily stages as one travels
down the Euphrates valley and crosses over to Seleucia. He
writes, " ... thence (from Neapolis on the Euphrates) crossing
the Euphrates and the Nahrmalcha, to Seleucia on the Tigris."
The city was therefore to the south of the canal. Polyblus.I"
in the account of the campaign of Antiochus III against
Molon, has the general Zeuxis advise the king of the dif­
ficulties of a march down the west bank of the Tigris to meet
the rebels who have occupied Seleucia. Besides the desert there
was Tilv {3aoLALKilv oLwpvKa KaAOvJ1€VT/V "the canal called the
royal." The Royal Canal in a much earlier period was a part of
the great bulwark for the defense of Babylonia against a
northern invader. Since this canal formed an obstacle that the
king must overcome in order to reach Seleucia, the city must
have lain to the south of the canal. The evidence from these
passages is convincing that the Royal Canal, as it approached
the city, divided itself into at least two, and probably three,
branches, one of which entered the Tigris above the city,
another below. It is likely that a third branch passed through
the city itself.

Malalas20 states that where the Royal Canal enters the
Tigris there was a large lake, ALJ;.VTlV J1€),UATlV. It is not safe to
assume from the single passage that a permanent body of
water is here referred to. The author is describing the cam­
paign of the Emperor Julian in 363 A.D., by which time the
irrigation systems may have fallen into decay. This lake can
well have been a temporary body caused by an overflow of the
Euphrates. It appears to be customary to translate the passage
as referring to a lake, but the word itself can mean a large
artificial basin. In this sense it would refer to the port of
Seleucia. This will be referred to later.

Seleucia was not built on virgin ground but was laid out
alongside an older city that was probably in existence at the
time. Strab021 writes of the Tigris that it was navigable €1TL
TrW ''n1TLV Kat TTl'" VUV ~€A€VK€LaV "to Opis and the present
Seleucia." Bruno Meissner22 takes this passage to mean that
Opis and Seleucia were one, but he feels obliged to suggest
that the Kat between the two names be omitted. H. S.
Jones,23 however, believes that according to Strabo's usage
the two city names could be appositional with the Kat quite as
well as without it. The passage clearly implies that Seleucia
occupied the same general site as did Opis. In speaking of the
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founding of the city Strab024 does not employ the verb "to
build," but that "to fortify," "to encircle with walls"

• I :2S H 26 '
F.T€LXW€. e refers to O~is as KW/J.11, that is, "unwalled
~own," or "quarter of a city." 7 He uses the present tense, "It
1S the trade center (€p:rropwv) for the surrounding region."
After reading Strabo one is left with the distinct impression
that Opis became one of the quarters of the new city. As an
important city in its own right, at the head of navigation on
the Tigris, and connected to the Euphrates by canal, Opis
undoubtedly had important docks, warehouses, and offices to
which merchants were accustomed to go. It is natural to
suppose therefore that the commercial center of the new
foundation remained on the old site. Two further passages in
Strabo taken together and in connection with present day
surveys, confirm the equation Opis-Seleucia. He states28 that
the Euphrates was distant from Opis "about 200 stadia," and
that the shortest distance between the two rivers was some­
where in the neighborhood of Seleucia and Babylon, "slightly
more than 200 stadia." This has been confirmed by modern
surveys. There are no other ruin-mounds on the Tigris that
fulfill these conditions.

The sources give no hint as to the date of the founding of
Seleucia beyond the statement that it was the work of the first
Seleucus. It is generally held that the city was built somewhere
around the time of the campaign to India, perhaps about 300
B.C. 29 Bouche-le Clercq30 places it after the founding of
Antioch, in 300. Georgius Cedrenus ' ' links the founding of
Seleucia (called by him Babylon) by Seleucus with that of
Laodicea, Seleucia, and Apamea in Syria. Strab03 2 states
simply that it was founded by Seleucus Nicator; Ammianus
Marcellinus l ' describes it as the opus Nicatoris Seleuci.
Appian34 furnishes considerable details of little value.
Seleucus had ordered certain Magi to inform him as to the
auspicious hour for inaugurating the work. The king, the Magi
and the army were at the site. The priests, hostile to the idea
of a new foundation, recognized the propitious hour but kept
silence in the hopes of casting ill fortune on the city. At the
proper moment, however, the army that was to furnish the
labor was moved to start digging without awaiting orders. The
Magi decided the gods were favorably disposed toward the
project of the Macedonians and confessed their plot to the
king, "The god is in hostility to us and to all the people
around about.. What can our resources avail hereafter with a
more powerful race settled alongside us ... Pardon our fault
which we committed from fear of the loss of our prosperity."
Whatever the credibility of the details of the story, it presents
a picture of a native population already settled in the neigh­
borhood, and of the Iranian Magi associating themselves with
this native element, itself perhaps old-Babylonian or a fused
Babylonian and Iranian group, and of all these elements hostile
to the new foundation. It is not clear whether the Magi were
referring to a loss of their personal prosperity because of the
presence of a new religion, or of the commercial prosperity of
Opis or Babylon. The determination of the auspicious hour for
undertaking a task so important as the building of his new
capital city must have been for Seleucus a serious obligation.
As the only story handed down of that important occasion it
is reasonable to accept it to the point of believing that Magi
actually were employed in preference to Greek or to Babylo­
nian priests. The motive may have been personal, or it may be
an indication of a pro-Iranian policy on the part of Seleucus.

When such a policy was proposed by Alexander,3
5 Seleucus

was one of the officers who took an Iranian wife, and unlike
many of the others she became, and remained, his queen. She
was the mother of Antiochus I.

Pliny36 states that Seleucus founded his city for the pur­
pose of draining the population from Babylon. As a result of
this in Pliny's day, i.e. 23-79 A.D., the greater part of Babylon
lay in ruins. Pausaniasf" relates that, upon the completion of
the city, Seleucus brought into it Babylonians as "fellow­
inhabitants," (avVoiKOVS). Other references dealing with the
population will be discussed below.

The shape of the city, according to Pliny,38 resembled an
eagle with outstretched wings. An accurate ide-a of the shape
cannot of course be sought in the comparison. It does, how­
ever, indicate that the city was not approximately circular or
square; it may well have extended for a long distance up and
down the river, with but little depth. Seleucia had a fortifica­
tion system of great strength. This is especially remarked by
Tacitus; he calls Seleucia "this powerful and well fortified
ci ty ,,,39 and "strong and with fortifications.t'"? Theo­
phylactus'"! writes of her "unconquerable safety."

The population of Seleucia is given by Pliny,42 writing
probably about 77 A.D., as 600,000. Orosius 43 states that at
the time of the campaign of Avidius Cassius, about-166 A.D.,
the inhabitants numbered 400,000. Political and economic
reasons that would account for such a change are known and
will be discussed in connection with the history of the city. i

While these figures may be somewhat exaggerated, the position
Seleucia held in the minds of the ancients is ample evidence
that she was one of the largest, if not the greatest, city of the
age. Josephus't'' calls her "the most important city of these
parts;" Tacitus,4S civitas potens; EutrOjiUS,46 nobtlissimam
urbem Assyriae; Ammianus Marcellinus, 7 ambitiosum opus.
Sallust48 quotes Mithridates the Great of Pontus as speaking
of Seleucia as maximam urbium. Strab049 states that as
Babylon was the metropolis in ancient times, in his age
Seleucia was the metropolis of Assyria. In describing Antioch
the same writer'' 0 says that it "does not fall much short in
power or in size of Seleucia or Alexandria."

Seleucia was of course a Graeco-Macedonian foundation,
and this relationship is remarked by a number of the sources.
Pliny, writing about 77 A.D. states.f 1 "Seleucia still retains
the features of the Macedonian manners (mores);" Tacitusf 2
probably about 115 A.D., remarked that "the city still bears
the impress of its founder, Seleucus, and has never lapsed into
barbarism (neque in barbarum corrupta sed conditoris Seleuci
retinens);" Dio CassiusS3 in the period between 212 and 225
A.D., testified that Seleucia was a city "having even at the
present day chiefly a Greek population." This appears to be
convincing testimony, and the greater part of modern
commentators have thought of the city as a center of Greek
life and culture in the Orient to the end of its existence.
Certain checks are always applied to the sources by these same
commentators in the course of their studies in ancient history.
The history of Seleucia has received so little critical attention
that what has been written on the subject tends to reproduce
too faithfully the surface value of the source stories. To
attempt to apply these checks to the source material on
Seleucia, one must inquire as to the extent of the familiarity
of each author with his subject, and as to the extent his work
is simply a compendium of older material, and from what
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point of view he wrote. The generally accepted rating of the
various authors is noted in the appended bibliography. In
connection with references to the Orient beyond the
Euphrates, one must bear in mind that the best of the Greek
and Latin writers were limited in their knowledge. The
Romans especially knew little themselves of what had taken
place, and was taking place, outside the limits of their spheres
of interest. Popular Roman interest in Asia began to quicken
after the period of the battle of Magnesia, 190 B.C., and, in so
far as it concerned the region beyond the Euphrates, probably
reached its climax at the period of the height of the Parthian
menace, say about 39 B.C. when the lieutenants of Antony
were able to drive the Parthian invaders of Syria back across
the river. This interest, however, was probably limited by the
extent of their fear of what the barbarians might do to the
Roman provinces in Asia. Seleucia, "the outpost of Hellenism
in the east," became a tradition that never changed with
passing time. Direct contact between Rome and Seleucia was
doubtless rare. What Roman and late Greek authors have to
say regarding the city cannot be taken as true for the period in
which each writer lived. As a rule they are quoting from earlier
writers and travellers. Dio Cassius in the passage above quoted
states that in his day the city had a population chiefly Greek.
Evidence resulting from excavation, however, has definitely
proved that the city as Seleucia had ceased to exist by the time
in which Dio began to write. The extent to which the other
authors are incorrect will be covered by the discussion, below,
of the history of the city.

The problem of the relative proportion between the
Hellenic and the non-Hellenic elements in the population is
rendered difficult by seeming contradictions in the sources.
Dio Cassiuss4 has stated that the population was chiefly
Greek; PlinysS and TacitusS6 emphasize the distinctive
Graeco-Macedonian culture that the city retained. The
emphasis given by them to this condition in respect to Seleucia
would appear to imply that this city is to be distinguished
from other Hellenic foundations in the Orient for its faith­
fulness to the ideals of its founders. We have, however, the
statement of Pliny 5 7 that Seleucus built the city for the
purpose of draining the population from Babylon, and that
this result was attained. Pausanias'' 8 confirms this transfer of
population. The addition of the population of Opis is implied
by Strabo as quoted above. Josephus was probably in closer
touch with conditions in Seleucia than were Greek and Roman
writers owing to the great Jewish population in Babylonia.f 9

and the close relations maintained by them with Jerusalem.6o

That there was an important Jewish group in Seleucia itself is
evidenced by Josephus.P ' and by George Cedrenus.P' The
latter makes them simply "fellow-inhabitants" with the
Greeks, while the Jewish author affirms that Seleucus made
them citizens and gave them privileges equal to those of the
Macedonians and Greeks. Josephus cannot mean to imply
that they were full citizens of the Greek polis, for Jews could
not have accepted the religious obligations involved. He simply
wishes to emphasize that the Jewish corporation in the city
had a status as privileged as that of the Hellenic §roup.
Josephus with his knowledge of the situation writes'' that
Seleucia "was inhabited by many of the Macedonians, and by
more of the Greeks; not a few of the Syrians also dwelt there."
The best modern cornmentatorsv'' agree that by "Syrians" the
author means the native elements, the Aramaeans (cf. Strabo).

Josephus, then, confirms the Roman authors in stating that a
majority of the population was Hellenic. He does not give in
this passage an idea of the force of the "native" group. But
later in the same chapter he states "Now the way of living of
the people of Seleucia who were Greeks and Syrians was
commonly quarrelsome ... though the Greeks were too hard
for the Syrians." He goes on to state that on one occasion
there was an influx of Jewish refugees into Seleucia from the
surrounding towns. These joined with the "Syrians" who were
then able to wrest the power from the "Greeks." That a group
of refugees was able to turn the scale in favor of the one party
indicates that there was no great difference in power between
the two opposing groups.

That the Graeco-Macedonian group were fortified by
special privileges and in theory were the "city" is naturally to
be assumed. It is however specifically implied in the Josephus
passage quoted above stating that the Jews had privileges equal
to those of the Graeco-Macedonians. The "natives" were there­
fore a non-privileged class. This, however, would not explain
the domination of the Babylonian element by the "Greek." If
one assumes simply a ruling Hellenic minority controlling a
mass of natives by a superior authority one cannot account for
the effect created by a Jewish-Babylonian combination. The
continual state of strife between two closely balanced parties
indicates an approximate balance, with an instigating and
directing leadership for each party.

The "native" elements in the city was largely made up of
former inhabitants of Babylon and Opis. It must be considered
that besides the older Babylonian stock this would include
Iranian groups more or less fused with the Babylonian. There
is some evidence which cannot be discussed in the present
chapter that the leadership of the native party was furnished
by Iranians (Adaibanes). The Hellenic element would comprise
descendants of the original Greek and Macedonian settlers, later
additions from the west, and, doubtless, some native families
that had become Hellenized and had been accepted into full
citizenship. The passage in Josephus already quoted, to the
effect that there were more inhabitants of Greek than of
Macedonian stock, should be noted. This can be explained by
the development of the city into a great commercial center to
which Greeks would be attracted in sufficient numbers to
exceed whatever Macedonian stock was included in the
original settlement. That the terms "Greek" and "Macedo­
nian" came in Seleucia to mean something very different from
a full blood relationship, is not indicated by direct references
in the sources. That the Hellenic group was continuously being
enlarged through intermarriage with "native" women, and that
as a result the actual blood of this group was from generation
to generation becoming less "Greek" and more "native," are
facts that receive ample support from other sources than the
classical writers, in particular late tablets from Babylonia, and
the results from the excavation of the Macedonian settlement
at Dura-Europos.f 5 While they cannot be discussed in this
paper, this process is assumed to hold true for Seleucia. The
excavations at Seleucia reveal that in its closing days the city
was largely Oriental. At the time of its foundation Seleucia
was composed of a privileged group of Macedonians and
Greeks, whose leading families doubtless dominated the gov­
ernment, and a great mass of Orientals of various races, with­
out privileges, by force brought to live in a new environment,
incoherent, and probably, in the beginning, without leader-
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ship. Each group held widely divergent principles of govern­
ment, of economics, of culture, and of religion. The full
history of the city is contained in the struggle between these
forces and principles. The story of the relations of the city
with outside powers is secondary. The Seleucid kings doubtless
founded the city for their own purposes, but as Seleucia grew
to maturity she developed a fundamental policy expressing the
conflict of forces within her. Although the historical material
is meagre, one can yet see running through the history of the
city a continuous thread of consistent policy that determines
her relations with the Seleucid kings of Syria, with the Arsacid
dynasty of Parthia, and with Rome. In so far as evidence is
available, principles of culture and religion playa secondary
role. The conflict is not a romantic struggle of Greek culture
and thought to defend itself in the heart of the Orient. It is the
struggle of one class to whom certain privileges had in the
beginning been granted that enabled them to pursue certain
economic aims, with another class that sought to secure these
privileges for their own political and economic advancement.
The classical source material available covers but a small part
of the five hundred years of the city's life, but these fragmen­
tary and often incidental references do agree in demonstrating
that a consistent policy marks each appearance of Seleucia in
the pages of history.

The position Seleucia held in the state policy of the
Seleucid kings can be ascertained. The city was the direct
creation of the founder of the dynasty,6 6 and created for the
especial end of replacing Babylon as the great city of the
trans-Euphrates Orient.6 7 Babylon had maintained in the
mind of the east a unique position as a center of authority, of
commerce, and of culture and religion. But Babylon inevitably
brought to the mind of each Oriental, associations of an
Oriental dynasty, of much greater renown than the upstart
dynasties that followed. It is noteworthy that so far as we have
record, every man who raised the standard of revolt against
either the Seleucid or Arsacid dynasties in the Middle East
centered his revolt in the city of Babylon. The necessity under
which the early Seleucid kings felt themselves of replacing the
thought of Babylon by that of another metropolis is then
reasonable, and it explains the rapid rise of Seleucia. It enables
us to amplify the scanty details in the sources regarding the
greatness of the new foundation. In order to take the place
held by the earlier city Seleucia must have been endowed with
all the trappings of authority, personal and monumental. The
state must have bent every energy to direct toward Seleucia
the rich commerce of Babylonia and the transit trade of the
whole East; roads and waterways must have been arranged, her
harbors and great caravanserais built. The city must have been
embellished with great public buildings and temples. All of
these accomplishments are to be implied from the statements
of our sources that Seleucia was destined to replace Babylon,
and did so fulfill her destiny. Only on such an assumption can
the extravagant epithets applied to Seleucia by the various
authors be justified.

Seleucia was held in honor by the early kings. Strab06 8

states that Seleucus and all his successors held the city, in great
regard €01TOVOaoav, and that they transferred thither ro
fjaotA€Wv. Whether used in the sense of palace or treasury, the
expression indicates that the city became a royal capital. As
the eastern capital Seleucia was the residence of the heir­
apparent during the reign of Seleucus 1.6 9 Appian 70 relates

that this king kept for himself only those provinces to the west
of the Euphrates. All of those to the east of that river, called
by Appian al tiuc: oorpaneuu, and forming the greater and the
richer portion of the empire, were turned over to Antiochus,
his heir. The policy thus inaugurated by the first of the
dynasty, of neglecting the empire in the East for the sake of
the kingdom in the West, was to a greater and greater degree
followed by his successors. The statement of Strabo quoted
just above held true in a sentimental way perhaps, but as a
matter of practical policy the dynasty rapidly became tied
down to the exigencies of politics in the West. They will be
seen turning to the Orient only in time of need, to replenish
treasury and barracks, or to quell some revolt. There is no
clear evidence that Seleucia remained the residence of the
heir-apparent after the time of Antiochus. Polybius 71 states
that Antiochus, later to become "the Great," on the death of
his father and the succession of his brother "at first removed
to Upper Asia and lived there." Hieronymus72 confirms this.
The expression "Upper Asia," ol Q.vw ronoi, appears to be
equivalent to the similar expression used by A~pian, and
quoted just above. It included Seleucia, and Streck 3 believes
that this city was the residence of the prince.

There is evidence that by this period, just preceding the
reign of Antiochus III, Seleucia had ceased to be the capital of
all the trans-Euphrates provinces, for Polybius 74 states that
Molon became satrap of the ius» r01rovs, which in this case
were Media and Persia. When he revolted he occupied Bab­
ylonia by force. Following the same author7 5 we learn that
after the defeat of Molon Antiochus "appointed certain
officers to lead them (the army of Molon) back to Media, and
to settle the affairs of that district while he himself went down
to Seleucia and made arrangement for the government of the
satrapies around it." Media is here treated quite independently
of Seleucia which appears as the center for the provinces
immediately around it, probably the country lying between
the Persian highlands on the east and the Euphrates on the
west, including the Persian Gulf province. Polybius 76 is found
using the expression ai avw oaroomeuu: in still another sense.
Molon, already master of Media and Persia, has occupied
Seleucia. He then "reduced the upper satrapies, becoming also
master of Babylonia." Here the expression can only refer to
Upper Mesopotamia, Assyria, and Parapotamia. It may be
inferred also from the passage that Seleucia was considered
distinct from Babylonia. The administrative position held by
the city appears to have varied according to the political
situation during each reign. and the degree of trust which each
king extended to his representatives in the east. Although
neglected in the stress of western politics and, perhaps, for the
sake of the court city of Antioch, Seleucia appears to have
retained throughout the life of the dynasty a certain vice-regal
position. Appian 77 puts it well, €¢€OP€UWV o' b.€1. rois €')'')'vs
e()v€ot Kat ovvaros wv fjuioao()at Kat 1TtOavos 1Tpooa')'a')'€o()w..
This shows Seleucia in the dual role which the early Seleucidae
intended her to occupy, a center which would attract the
peoples of the Orient into the Hellenic city-state system which
formed the basic principle of the dynastic state policy, and a
stronghold which would enforce protection of, and respect
for, that system.

We have only reference to officials of the central govern­
ment stationed in Seleucia. Polybius 78 in his account of the
Molon revolt speaks of an enumirnu rils ~€A€VKdas. This



HISTORY OF SELEUCIA 153

official was apparently a sort of military governor or com­
mandant of the city. It may be assumed that all the offices
common to the administration of the western provinces were
to be found in Seleucia.

Although Seleucia was a special creation of the Seleucid
kings, to serve a certain purpose, the city was given a con­
siderable degree of independence. Pliny79 states that Seleucia
was a "free and independent city." It is assumed by com­
mentators'i'' that the general references to the "Greek"
character of Seleucia, that she "retains the features of the
Macedonian manners,,,81 that she "still bears the impress of
its founder ... has never lapsed into barbarism,"82 that the
Greeks and Macedonians in the city had special privileges.f3

imply that the city had a normal "Greek" constitution. It is
unfortunate that, with one exception, all of our references to
the organs of city government are found in connection with
description of events during the Parthian period in the city's
life. Modern writers appear to have ignored this, but
apparently with reason. For there is no evidence that any
change was made in the city government at the time of the
Parthian occupation (city freer under Parthians-cf. Sealings).
The single passage that appears to bear on the problem of the
forms of government in the city prior to the Parthian period is
found in Polybius.P" He states that after the collapse of the
Molon revolt, Hermias, the minister of Antiochus III, per­
secuted the citizens of Seleucia. One feature of this "persecu­
tion" was that he €q>lYYM€V€ DE TOUS KaAovJJ.€VOVS j\D€qdvas
"he drove out those called Adeiganes." This term is used
nowhere else. From the sources there is no means of deter­
mining whether the name stood for a class of officials, for a
political party, or for a family group. There is some difference
of opinion among philologists as to the derivation of the word.
A very interesting discussion which cannot here be considered
makes the term refer to the old Iranian landed gentry estab­
lished in Babylonia during the Achemenid period. The implica­
tion of the passage is clear, that the Adeiganes were leaders in
the city on behalf of Molon.

Plutarch85 recounts that after the defeat of Crassus the
Parthian commander, Surena, called together TriV De 'Y€povaiav
TWV L€A€VKEiwV and laid before them proofs against the
Romans. The "gerousia of the Seleucians" is here the high
deliberative body of the city. Dernosthenesf " uses the term in
reference to the senate of Sparta, Aristotle8 7 in reference to
that of Carthage, and Plutarch88 to that of Rome itself.
Tacitus89 states that Seleucia had a senate of 300 members,
chosen for their wealth or their wisdom (trecenti opibus aut
sapientia delecti ut senatus). He continues in the same sen­
tence, ... sua populo vis. Furneaux90 says in explanation of
this clause "probably the senate may have been chosen by
popular election." Ramsay 91 however translates "the people
have powers of their own." This rendering seems to be justi­
fied by the succeeding passage in which Tacitus speaks of the
aristocracy, represented by the senate, being often in conflict
with the people. With this state of affairs it is not reasonable
to suppose that the people elected the senate. The "people,"
then, had some sort of an assembly, but this appears as
generally subordinate to the senate. What classes or elements
in the city did the senate and the assembly, respectively,
represent? One may conceive of the city government of
Seleucia as embracing only the Hellenic element in the popula­
tion, a purely Greek polis, with a senate representing the upper

class families and a popular assembly similarly limited to this
one element. Each non-Hellenic group would be represented
by its own politeuma or corporation, possessed of certain
rights and restrictions. Such a conception of city government
is of course one common to the Hellenistic age. 102 But the
history of the city, and especially the account preserved in
Tacitus, makes it necessary to consider whether Seleucia had a
slightly varied form of internal organization. Tacitus92 after
explaining that there was a senate chosen from among men of
wealth and wisdom, and a power reserved to the "people,"
continues: "When people and senate agree they can defy the
Parthians, but when the two fall out, each seeks help against
the other and the ally called in to help the one, ends by
lording it over both." Josephusf ' comments "Now the way of
living of the people of Seleucia who were Greeks and Syrians
(i.e. Babylonians) was commonly quarrelsome and full of
discords, though the Greeks were too hard for the Syrians."
Each author goes on to give an example of this strife. By
chance each of them has drawn on the same period in the
city's history for his illustration, the era of civil war between
Artabanus and Tiridates, which will be discussed later. It seems
reasonable to assume that the strife between senate and people
discussed by Tacitus, and that between Greek and "native"
given by Josephus, are one and the same. On this basis the
senate, although chosen from among the aristocracy, repre­
sented the entire "Hellenic" element. By "the people" is
meant all the non-Hellenic groups, excepting probably the
Jews who had special privileges of their own. The use by
Tacitus of the expression plebs to denote the party opposed to
the senate is not hostile to such an interpretation. Senatus and
plebs were a part of a system of terminology in government,
the only system with which he would be familiar. This inter­
pretation does not really violate the concept of the Greek
polis. Tacitus and Josephus are both referring to a period more
than three centuries after the organization of the city. It is to
be assumed that in the beginning there was the regular polis
organization, with some sort of a senate and a popular
assembly of the Greek common people. The great mass of
"natives" had no organization that represented their rights.
But among these elements were families of Semitic or Iranian
blood with a tradition of authority. Some of these doubtless
became Hellenized and merged with the Greeks. The senate
may well have had representatives of this group. But others,
identifying themselves with the people, must inevitably have
led an opposition element through, perhaps, generations of
strife. In the give and take of practical politics over a long
period of time this opposition may well have come to possess a
sort of de facto is not de jure recognition. Such a condition
would explain the vague sua populo vis of Tacitus. In the
serious strife between the two all embracing groups it is likely
that the Hellenized group came to stand as one unit under the
leadership of the senate. It is quite reasonable to assume that
many among the lower class of the "Greeks" became merged
in the "native" group. This interpretation of the division
between parties in Seleucia assumes that, while at the
beginning the division was largely one of race, as time went on
the race distinction became blurred and the essential division
was one of economic privilege and tradition.

Under the Parthian rule, while Seleucia remained for long
the greatest city of Babylonia, the political center became
established at Ctesiphon on the opposite bank of the Tigris. At
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what period this took place we do not know. Strabo?" says of
Ctesiphon, "This unwalled town the kings of the Parthians
made their winter residence, thus sparing the Seleucians, in
order that the Seleucians might not be oppressed by having the
Scythian people and soldiery quartered among them." At a
later date, about the time of the height of hostilities between
Rome and Parthia, Ctesiphon appears to have become the
chief capital city. Pliny95 contains a statement that appears
contradictory to this passage in Strabo. After recounting that
Seleucia drained the population of Babylon he continues,
"The Parthians again in turn founded Ctesiphon for the pur­
pose of drawing away the population of Seleucia." Ctesiphon
was of course in existence long before the coming of the
Parthians. It is to be assumed that Strabo is referring to the
earlier centuries of Parthian rule, Pliny to the closing period
when Seleucia became involved in the dynastic strife in which
the Arsacid family was so often engaged.

What Parthian officials were regularly stationed in Seleucia
we do not know. When Phraates II was occupied with a
Scythian war in the eastern provinces, he left a certain
Himerus as "vicarius" in Babylonia.l'" This viceroy is said to
have persecuted the inhabitants of Babylon and of Seleucia
but there is no evidence as to where he made his headquarters
during this period.

As has been stated above, what is known of the city
administration is found in reference to events during the
Parthian period. In so far as is known no change in internal
administration took place at the time of the Parthian occupa­
tion. One foreign dynasty was exchanged for another to whom
the income from the great commerce of the city was no less
precious. There is no evidence that the fundamental point of
view of the Arsacid differed from that of the Seleucid. The
sources in fact leave the impression that the earlier Arsacids, at
least, treated the city with greater tenderness than did the
kings of Syria. The passage in Strabo quoted above points to
this. A garrison was not inflicted on the city. When Seleucia
was accused of giving aid to Molon the citizens suffered death,
slavery, and a heavy fine. When, during the campaign of
Antiochus VII to regain Babylonia from Parthian control, the
Seleucians murdered a Parthian official of rank, the sources,
never loathe to speak ill of the barbarians, find nothing in the
way of reprisals beyond the statement of the Parthian king
that the people deserved to have their eyes torn out. Nothing
is said of punishment meted out to them.f 7 Himerus per­
secuted the Greeks of Babylon and Seleuciaf " but, as he about
the same time proceeded to rebel against his Parthian master,
his conduct was bound up with his personal plans for over­
turning the local government. This will be discussed more fully
below. Plutarch9 9 relates that after the defeat of Crassus the
Parthian Surena, the second man in the kingdom, celebrated in
the streets of Seleucia a mock triumph for Crassus. The late
Roman general was impersonated by a Roman prisoner and
the whole was a burlesque intended to cast discredit upon the
Romans. As related above, the Surena then called together the
senate and displayed to them a low type of literature found in
the Roman baggage. It is clear from the passage that the
Parthians considered the city to have been overly friendly to
Rome at this time. The Romans believed that Seleucia was
definitely favorable to them.' 00 In spite of this the city
suffers nothing more than a gentle chiding, a moral lesson read
to show the unworthiness of Rome. In so far as we have

evidence it must be admitted that down to the first century,
A.D., at least, the Parthian treatment of Seleucia was one of
consideration.

The status of the city under Parthian rule was apparently
considered noteworthy. It was given as the example of the free
city under regal rule, Rerum publicarum tria genera sunt,
regium, optimatum, populare. Aut enim sub regum sunt
potestate, ut Seleucia Parthorum. 1 0 1 The freedom of the city
was limited under the Arsacids as it was under the Seleucids.
The Surena was free to enter the city, hold there his mock
display, and summon the senate.

The rise of Seleucia to become one of the greatest cities of
the ancient world, 102 ranked equal to Alexandria,1 03 requires
explanation. It has already been pointed out that the early
kings of the Seleucid line were under the necessity of building
up a city that would equal Babylon, that would fill, in the life
of the east, the place that had been so long held by the older
city. As they, however, became more and more involved with
their affairs in the west Seleucia came to rely upon her own
power for support and growth. Antioch and Alexandria both
owed much to their positions as court cities. Royal residence
in a city resulted in the expenditure there of a great part of the
wealth of the whole country. As only the second capital of the
Seleucid kings, and with no position in the administrative
organization of the Arsacids, this source of wealth became
closed to Seleucia. The trade of Babylonia and the great
commerce routes from the Farther East had been centered in
the new foundation of Seleucia by royal fiat. Once established
as the great mart of the Orient, the city required of her royal
overlords only that they maintain the security of the trade
routes, whether by direct control or by treaty, between the
Indian and the Chinese borders and the Mediterranean ports.
The wider considerations that governed trade, the discovery of
the monsoons, the building of larger ships, and especially the
rivalry for the control of the eastern trade between the
Ptolomies and the Seleucid kings, and between the Romans
and the Parthians, cannot be discussed here. Material con­
cerning the commercial status and relations of Seleucia is very
limited in the classical sources. There are a number of ref­
erences to the fertility of Babylonia, considered the richest in
natural resources of all the countries of Asia. 1 04 Herod­
otus l 05 calls especial attention to its dates and cereals, wheat,
barley, millet, and sesame. From one unit of wheat the return
was from fifty to one hundred and fifty units;l06 for barley
the yield was 300 fold. l 07 That this is not an exaggeration is
proved by present day experiments near Baghdad. The writer
has himself seen a yield of one hundred and fifty for one from
an entire field, and has counted as high as thirty stalks of
wheat and one hundred and twenty stalks of barley sprouted
from single kernels, with as many as eighty grains in a single
head. It is obvious that Babylonia produced great surpluses of
grain, the disposal of which did not apparently interest the
ancient writers.' 08 It is left to the student of today to make
the assumption, probably reasonable, that it was moved by
caravan to the great population centers of the west, Syria and
Asia Minor, where the soil was more favorable to vine culture
and fruit raising. That this local trade centered in Seleucia is to
be gathered from Pliny! 09 who when he describes the fertility
of Babylonia refers to it as the territory of Seleucia, and from
the statement of Strabo l l o that Opis was the trade center for
the surrounding country.
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The strategic location of Seleucia with reference to the
great natural trade routes of antiquity was undoubtedly the
main source of her wealth. Tarn111 has stated that the
greatest cities of that age were supported by transit trade. A
great deal has been done in the last few years to trace through
the classical sources the articles in use in the various centers of
civilization during the Hellenistic age, particularly articles that
had been imported, and to determine for each article the
country of origin. 11 2 The list is long; among the most
important are silk and cotton cloth, iron, spices and woods,
ivory, and many kinds of precious stones. Less study has
apparently been made of the goods that moved from west to
east, although the inference is made that the balance of trade
was adverse to the west, and that money or bullion was
shipped to the east. Some of this trade continued to pass
through Seleucia to the end of its history; the rival all-sea
route feeding Alexandria came into extensive use only during
the first century A.D. We have no direct evidence of a tax laid
on these goods in transit. To impose such a tax was common
practice; the usual amount was two per cent.l-13 Polybius l 14

states that in Rhodes this tax, for the year 170 B~C., produced
one million drachmae. The exaction of such a tax at Seleucia
would have a certain natural justification in the fact that at
this point the type of carrier would naturally change. The
great land route from the east passed through the city. To the
west there was a choice of routes, depending partly on the
destination of the goods, rartly on the state of security of the
roads. Isidore of Charax 1 5 describes in detail the route from'
North Syria down the Euphrates valley, over to Seleucia, then
east through Ecbatana to eastern Persia where the route
branched, one going south to India, the other continuing on
through Central Asia to the Chinese border. Another road
linked the South Syria ports, Damascus, Palmyra, and
Seleucia. Pliny appears to have this route in mind when he
gives the distance from Seleucia to Palmyra, and from Palmyra
to Damascus and the coast.116 The road from Seleucia east­
ward is rough and mountainous; here the use of mules and
horses would be natural. To the west, camel caravans were the
logical carriers. At this point, then, would take place a great
breaking up and re-formation of caravans. There were, besides,
the water routes. As has been stated, Seleucia was "on the
confluence of the Tigris and the canal which leads from the
Euphrates."ll? From the Persian Gulf and from India ships
could sail to the wharves of the city. Strabo118 states that the
Tigris was navigable "inland to Opis and the present Seleucia."
He goes on to describe the work of Alexander in clearing the
river of obstructions, in particular to Opis. At Seleucia the
seagoing vessels doubtless transshipped their cargoes. The
Tigris river would bring to Seleucia the produce of the
Armenian highlands. The canal from the Euphrates made
Seleucia the terminal for all of the Euphrates river traffic.
Pliny 119 speaks of a certain town on the Euphrates as ten
days sailing from Seleucia. That traffic was carried up stream
by boat is evidenced by the statement of Dio Cassius120 that
the army of Septimus Severus retired up the Tigris, a part by
land and a part by boat. As the current of the Euphrates is
more sluggish than that of the Tigris, up-river traffic on the
former stream would be facilitated. In modern times the
indigenous sailing vessels follow the rivers from their mouth to
points in Upper Mesopotamia. This water traffic must have
necessitated large wharf facilities at Seleucia, while the re-

handling involved would justify a close attention to the transit
tax.

The sources throw no light on the commercial activities of
the citizens of Seleucia. There is no evidence as to the
existence of industries in the city. As the chief support of the
city was its trade one must look to this activity in the main to
explain the large population. In the Orient of today a con­
siderable proportion of the inhabitants of the cities are
engaged in agricultural pursuits on the lands surrounding the
city proper. This was probably true for Seleucia, especially in
connection with the growing of palms for the timber as well as
the fruit. Strabo and other writers speak of the importance of
this industry.121 It is not unreasonable to assume that the
Babylonian element was particularly interested in this type of
activity. A very considerable share of the population must
have been absorbed by the services of the great caravanserais,
wharves, and warehouses. While the ordinary labor was doubt­
less furnished by the native element, the small army of clerks
and foremen that would be required for this work helps to
explain how the city could support such a large population of
Greeks. They could also be expected to fill the ranks of the
skilled workmen and artisans of whom a city of the size of
Seleucia would require a very large number. The climax of the
city's activities, however, must have been the great trading
houses. The Greeks were the foremost traders of the age. Their
settlements extended over the whole east, located at all
strategic points. They had been from the beginning of the age,
from the time of the great expansion under Alexander, a
privileged class. Inevitably they must have dominated and
controlled the great through trade from east to west. Seleucia,
at the crossroads of the most important routes, can reasonably
be expected to have contained among its Greek citizens the
great families who as traders and bankers for generations, with
connections in the east as well as in the west, governed this
empire of commerce. If one bears in mind the extraordinarily
rapid expansion of international trade in the Hellenistic Age,
and the simultaneous breakdown of narrow Greek nationalism
through the spreading of Greek colonies throughout the
Orient, it would not appear strange to find in these families a
sense of superiority to national and dynastic ties. The Seleucid
kings proved themselves unable to hold together their political
empire in the east. That oligarchy of Greek families that
controlled the commerce of the east was able to rise above the
limitations of political boundaries and consolidated under a
new dynasty the power and the position that had been granted
them by the founders of the city. This commercial supremacy
of Seleucia was always threatened by two dangers, a break­
down in the authority of the central government that would
result in the interruption of the stream of traffic, and a change
of government within the city itself, the overthrow of this
oligarchy of merchant princes by an opposition eager to seize
their political privileges and their wealth but without capacity
to replace them as directors of commerce. It is only in the
commercial life of the city and in some such circumstances as
have just been outlined, that one can find a consistent policy
that will explain the role played by Seleucia in its political
relationships.

The sources furnish a very ill-balanced structure on which
to build the political history of Seleucia. Important events are
often entirely omitted while trivial incidents are given in great
detail. The city is first mentioned in connection with political
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events in narratives dealing with the Molon revolt. Polybius,
the onll source of value here, describes the action in some
details. 22 While the youthful Antiochus III was beset with
dangers from Egypt and from his cousin Achaeus in Asia
Minor, Molon, satrap of Media under the preceding king,
revolted and carved out for himself a kingdom including
western Persia, Babylonia, and parts of Mesopotamia. A
certain Zeuxis was satrap of Babylonia for Antiochus, while
the city of Seleucia had an epistates named Diomedon. This is
one of the very rare instances in which the names and titles of
governing officials in the East are given. The king dispatched
various generals against Molon but the latter out-manoeuvred
his opponents and captured Seleucia. It should be noted that
Polybius makes Babylon rather than Seleucia the headquarters
of Molon after the consolidation of his conquest. Antiochus
himself took the field in 221 B.C. and advanced down the
Tigris valley, defeated and killed Molon, and reoccupied
Seleucia. Hermias, the minister of the king, adopted repressive
measures against the inhabitants. Polybius all through the
narrative displays a bitter dislike for this minister. In this
instance he characterizes the conduct of Hermias as persecu­
tion, thus givingthe impression that the citizens were innocent
of disloyalty toward the king. That which Seleucia suffered
from the minister is not excessive in the light of ancient
standards. If one discounts the evident bias of the author, one
sees in the incident evidence that the city had, in part at least,
been disloyal. The ease with which the city was captured in the
first place by Molon indicates but a formal resistance. It
appears to be reasonable to assume that the revolt of Molon
attracted the "native" elements of Seleucia, who looked for
the re-establishment of a dynasty in Babylon hostile to Hel­
lenism. This division in the city prevented any real resistance
from being offered to Molon, and gave Hermias good grounds
for repressive measures. The narrative states that the king
finally took matters into his own hands and reduced the heavy
fine imposed by the minister. Antiochus realized the loyalty of
the Greek elements, but yet imposed a fine because of their
inability to control the opposition.

The eastern campaigns of Antiochus III against the Par­
thians and Bactrians must have been of vital interest to the
city, for his success would mean the re-establishment of a
single authority over the whole length of the trade routes. On
the first campaign Seleucia was undoubtedly the base for
operations, for the route followed from Syria was that down
the Euphrates valley,123 thence to Seleucia. At the close of
the campaign the king spent some time in Babylonia. 1 2 4 While
the city is not mentioned, Bevan125 assumes that it became
his headquarters. For the last expedition of Antiochus, after
the battle of Magnesia, there is little detail. His death, while
attempting to secure the treasure of some temple, is related by
a number of the authors. 1 2 6

Timarchus, made satrap of Media by Antiochus IV, revolted
during the short reign of Antiochus V and made himself king
in Babylonia. According to Appian12 7 he administered the
government badly. This author, together with Justin and
Eusebius;' 28 states that the "Babylonians" bestowed upon
Demetrius I the epithet "Soter" for having defeated Timarchus
and restored the dynasty. Seleucia is not named by any of the
sources. From his coins1 29 it is known that Timarchus took
the title "great king," exclusively an Oriental title that would
be used only by one who had chosen to identify himself with

the "native" elements of Babylonia. By the same numismatic
evidence it is thought that Babylon was his capital. The
"Babylonians" who demonstrated their gratitude to Demetrius
were therefore the Hellenized elements of the population.

During the years in which Syria was torn by the dynastic
quarrels of Demetrius I with Alexander Bala, and of the latter
with Demetrius II, the sources are a blank in so far as the east
is concerned. It is safe to assume that the repercussions of
attack and counter-attack in Syria were felt in Babylonia, but
to a lesser extent. Too distant to have become familiar with
their rulers, the Greeks of the east would be less subject to
intense like and dislike. But the net result of the struggle in
Syria must have been calamitous to the commercial centers of
the east. Neither the route to north Syria nor that through
Damascus could have been safe for the caravans. The central
authority became but a name east of the Euphrates. Niese13 0

holds that the break-up in the east began with the' death of
Antiochus IV, that the revolt of Timarchus was symtomatic of
a general condition. With every provincial governor seeking to
make himself a dynast, trade doubtless became subject to all
sorts of exactions. With no strong inclusive central authority
the Scythian tribes along the eastern extremity of the trade
route would feel free to raid the caravans. A continuation of
such conditions would mean the ruin of Seleucia. Niese131

states that the eastern provinces are supposed to have favored
Demetrius II, but the only evidence for this is that Greeks of
the east came to him asking for help afainst the growing threat
of hostilities beyond the Euphrates;' 2 and that the satrap of
Mesopotamia was an adherent of Demetrius. 1 33

Tigranes of Armenia occupied Syria in 87 B.C. upon the
invitation of influential men of the country, and of Antioch in
particular ,1 3 4 and re-established order by suppressing the
remnant of the Seleucid dynasty. Tigranes was technically a
barbarian, although actually a man of culture. Barbarian rule
with peace and order was preferred by the "Greeks" of Syria
to ruin and anarchy under their own dynasty. Under what
circumstances Mithradates I of Parthia occupied Seleucia we
do not know. Orosius,13 5 a secondary source, relates that
Mithradates defeated the general of Demetrius (II) and took
possession of Babylonia, the city, and all its territory, (victo
Demetrio praefecto Babyloniam urbem finesque eius universos
victor invasit). Whether the author has in mind Babylon or
Seleucia is not known. Justin1 3 6 states that Mithradates con­
quered Media, turned to the east for a campaign in Hyrcania,
returned and overran the country around Susa, and then
"extended the Parthian rule by reducing many other tribes
under his yoke from Mt. Caucasus to the river Euphrates."
There is no evidence as to whether the cities of Babylonia
surrendered at one time, or over a period of months or years,
whether they submitted voluntarily or were reduced by force.
Parthian occupation brought no change to Seleucia in so far as
the form of her local government and the status of her parties
are concerned. The source material shows her to have been
treated by the Arsacids with equal, or greater, consideration
than the city enjoyed at the hands of the Seleucid kings. In
view of these considerations and of the welcome extended
some fifty years later by the Greeks of Syria to Tigranes, it is
reasonable to assume as a possibility that Seleucia like Antioch
chose a stable power whose authority now reached to the
eastern limits of the trade route, a vigorous dynasty ambitious
to further extend its sway, in preference to a traditional
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loyalty to a dynasty shorn of its power and worn out by
internal strife. Syria was after all but a small country, while to
the east was an empire dotted with Greek foundations just as
close in kinship to the Greeks of Seleucia as were the Syrian
Greeks. Commerce would always find a road through Syria to
the coast; the outlets were several, through the north, through
Damascus, or by the desert and the Nabatean country in the
south. Failing all else there was the sea route, down the Tigris
by the Gulf to the Red Sea. If, however, there was to the east
a hostile power, the position of the city would become pre­
carious. If such a government were weak, trade would suffer,
but a power both hostile and strong could easily direct all
trade to the north, through Armenia, and Seleucia would face
ruin. The fortune of the city, both good and ill, lay in the east,
not in the west. The alliance between the merchants and
bankers of Seleucia and the kings of the Parthians was fair to
both parties. The former secured the recognition of their
privileged position in the city and the support of a capable and
hardy race of warriers to protect these privileges and to police
the trade routes from the Euphrates to the borders of China.
The latter, engaged in a great movement of expansion, needed
both the capital and the administrative capacity that these
Greeks could furnish. There was further a bond between them.
Both Greeks and Arsacids were foreigners to the great masses
of the people in both Babylonia and Persia,137 and, doubtless,
as foreigners, disliked and hated. Both, then, had reason to
fear a popular revolt kindled by nationalism.

With the lack, at present, of further detail it is possible to
state definitely only that at some period during the reign of
Mithradates I, probably during the reign of Demetrius II in
Syria, Seleucia came into the possession of the Parthians upon
terms that conserved for the dominant "Greek" element their
power and privileges. The references in the classical sources to
relations between the city and the Arsacid dynasty do not
state that these were friendly. At least two references indicate
a belief on the part of the authors that the Greeks of the
Orient were hostile to Parthia. But the body of these ref­
erences make a harmonious whole only on the assumption that
the "Greek" ruling element of the city, from the time of its
occupation by the Parthians, had some sort of an under­
standing with the Arsacids, and that, as a consistent policy,
each supported the other. These references will now be con­
sidered.

The campaign of Demetrius II against the Parthians is
described in some detail by Josephus138 and by Justin. 139
Seleucia is not mentioned and no light is thrown by these
writers upon the chronology of events. They do speak of a
general revolt on the part of the peoples newly subdued by
Mithradates, in favor of Demetrius. The Greek cities are not
specifically mentioned in this connection, but the Persians, the
Elymaeans, and the Bactrians are stated to have furnished
contingents to Demetrius.l t? While "Bactrians" may be said
to include the Greek cities of that region, the term cities is not
used. When after the capture of the Syrian king, Mithradates
paraded his prisoner through the recently revolted countries as
an object lesson, the references are to civitates and to
populi. 141 It is not certain that Seleucia had been occupied by
the Parthians prior to the campaign of Demetrius. Eusebius 142

has a passage that appears to indicate their possession of
Babylon; he speaks of Demetrius croareboas lie €1T''Apaw<:rw
eis B~vAwva, "marching upon the Arsacid in Babylon." Quite

a body of material dealing with the chronology of this period
has been collected from tablet sources. This cannot be dealt
with here, beyond stating that the value of this material lies in
the documents dated, some by the Seleucid era, some by the
Arsacid, which would appear to fix the year of the Parthian
occupation. The weakness of this evidence lies in the fact that
the tablets are from individual cities, which may have fallen at
different times, and in the fact that a change in the system of
dating may not have taken place immediately after the occupa­
tion of each city.

The campaign of Antiochus VII has been covered with
some detail in the sources. The only mention of Seleucia
occurs in a fragment of Diodorus,143 that relates the doing to
death of a Parthian leader, Enias, by the people of Seleucia,
with no indication as to which party in the city was respon­
sible. Justin144 gives the longest account; Orosius145-gives the
numbers in 'the army of Antiochus; Josephus 146 relates the
aid given by the Jews, and minor details are contributed by
other authors. We know from Justin's account that the Syrian
king advanced by way of Babylon, so Seleucia may be assumed
to have been occupied early in the campaign. Justin states in
the same passage that many subject princes deserted the
Parthian king. Antiochus occupied all of Babylonia and a part
of Persia, while Phraates retreated further east. The Syrian
troops were settled in winter quarters in the various cities,
which speedily became offended with the exactions of the
officers and the conduct of the troops. It should be noted in
this connection that the army of Antiochus was apparently
not made up of mercenaries from outside Syria and Palestine,
but was rather a national army. The evidence for this is the
statement that the later destruction of the army affected every
home in Syria.147 What cities became disaffected is obscure.
Justin, the principal source, speaks only of cities in Meso­
potamia.148 A plot was formed on the part of the cities and
Phraates for a simultaneous uprising against the Syrians, and
massacre of the troops. The Parthians sought first to arrange a
peaceful withdrawal but the proposal was spurned by Antio­
chus. The uprising took place and the whole Syrian army was
either massacred, killed in battle, or captured. Antiochus fell
with his troops. As the army had been scattered about over the
occupied provinces, and as the greater part appear to have
fallen in the massacre, the uprising of the cities appears to have
been general.

We have then the spectacle of a Syrian army led by a
Seleucid king defeating the Parthian king with the aid of
various civitates and populi of the east; the ill-treatment of the
cities of the east by this army, followed by a concerted attack
upon the Syrians by the cities and the Parthian king, with a
terrible massacre of the Syrian troops by the inhabitants of the
cities. It is not possible to make the assumption that it was the
"native" elements in the cities that were hostile to the Syrians,
for the "Greeks" were everywhere the dominant group in the
cities, and so complete a plot could not have been carried out
throughout the east with no knowledge of its organization
coming to the ears of the groups that controlled the city
governments. The specification of the Oriental peoples as the
allies of Antiochus, and of the cities as the allies of the Par­
thian, cannot be ignored. This orientation of forces must not
be pressed too far in view of the weakness of the classical
sources as evidence in particular events. It must, however, be
kept in mind in judging the whole body of evidence dealing
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with the relationship between Seleucia and the Arsacids.
Diodorus 14 9 relates that after the defeat of Antiochus the

inhabitants of Seleucia, fearing punishment because of the
murder of the Parthian leader, Enias, sent envoys to Phraates
to demand pardon. The king ordered these men taken to a
place where was sitting a certain Greek who had had his eyes
torn out, and told the envoys that the people of Seleucia
deserved the same fate. There is no indication from the passage
that any punishment was inflicted on the city. While the refer­
ence is obscure, and stands alone, it does not seem likely that
if the author had known of the infliction of some punishment,
he would have mentioned in some detail the threat and
omitted the conclusion. It is to be noted also that the city
does not send to ask pardon for support given to Antiochus,
but only for the murder of Enias during this disturbed period.

In so far as this incident has value, it is evidence of the
moderation displayed by the Arsacids. The same king sought
to secure the evacuation of the army of Antiochus by peaceful
means before resorting to violence. Mithradates had some
years previously treated the captive Demetrius with all respect
and honor. 1 50

About a year after the campaign of Antiochus VII Babylo­
nia was thrown into turmoil by the machinations of a certain
Himerus. Phraates having been called to the further East by
trouble with the Scythians, left this man as his representative
in Babylonia. Justin I Sl and Diodorus 152 are the principal
sources. The former calls Himerus the "vicarius" of Phraates,
the latter makes him king of Parthia. E. T. Newell1 5 3 has
utilized the numismatic evidence to show that Himerus made
himself independent, as ruler of Babylonia and the regions to
the south. His rule was not of long duration but his treatment
of the Greeks of this region made him notorius. Diodorus
speaks of his persecution of the people of Babylon, while
Justin includes those of Seleucia. The former relates that he
burned to the ground the market place and some of the
temples in Babylon and destroyed "the fairest and most
beautiful parts of the city," doubtlessly the Greek residential
section. Athenaeus'{ 4 states also that he seized the wealth of
some of the Greek inhabitants of Babylon. It is not clear from
the sources whether this persecution took place before or after
Himerus revolted from Phraates, or in connection with the
revolt. But the ill-treatment of the Hellenic elements cannot be
divorced from the revolt. The supporters of Himerus cannot be
the Greeks he maltreated. They must therefore be the natives
of Babylonia, the element in opposition to the Greeks. This
persecution of Greeks was not, therefore, an act of the Par­
thian government but of a rebel against the Arsacids who
rallied the native party to revolt against both the dynasty and
the Greek obligarchy. In the previous year the Greek cities and
the Parthians were united to crush the Syrian army. Now a
rebel against the Parthians finds his support not among the
Greeks but among the natives. The role of the Greek oligarchy
remains consistent throughout, the support of the power that
presented the greater hope for stability of government over the
largest possible area. That power at the present time was the
Parthian, and such was the bond that united them.

From about 128 B.C. to about 56 B.C., we find in the
sources no mention of Seleucia or of events in Babylonia. In
the west Rome was absorbed in that internal strife which was
to bring the downfall of the Republic. By the acceptance of
the legacy of the kingdom of Pergamon, Rome had assumed a

definite gage in Asia. In the east Parthia had been engaged in a
series of Scythian wars.1 5 5 But for the unceasing effort of the
Arsacid princes these barbarian hoards might well have
destroyed the Hellenism of all Asia before Rome was ready to
assume its protection. Under Mithradates II, the Great, the
Parthians were able to extend their territory at the expense of
the nomad tribes of Central Asia; 56 thus enlarging yet more
the fertile area whose produce, under Parthian protection, was
carried to Seleucia, thence to be redistributed in the markets
of the west. Mithradates engaged in wars with Tigranes of
Armenia, and in connection with the Armenian question sent
envoys to Rome, the first official contact of the two greatest
world powers of the day. This is described by Plutarch. 1

57

The same author elsewhere1 5 8 describes a period of internal
dissension between rival Arsacid princes that occurred about
this time, shortly after the death of Mithradates. From this
period on down to the end of the Parthian kingdom, there
appears to have been a regular recurrence of periods of
dynastic strife. The Parthians had not become effete, the
period of their great expansion toward the west was yet to
come, and there were many long reigns of great prosperity.
But a new orientation of forces was about to take place.
Previously the Seleucid kings and the Arsacids had been the
great protagonists with whom the Greek cities of the east had
had to deal in the pursuit of their commercial ambitions. When
the Syrian kings failed to fill their natural role as the cham­
pions of the economic Hellenism beyond the Euphrates, this
role had fallen to the Parthian princes. With each period of
dynastic strife among these latter, trade would inevitably
suffer. Of more serious import, perhaps, was the fact that the
city of Seleucia was to be drawn into this strife. Each
pretender to the Parthian throne was to find in the city some
measure of support. At the same time Rome was beginning
to make herself known. The Roman domination brought
stability and opportunities for wider trade in the west. In
dealing with the source material from this time on there is the
problem of determining, so far as it is possible, which element
in Seleucia supported the recognized Parthian government, and
which supported each succeeding pretender. Which element in
the city, if any, supported Roman aggression?

Justin 159 has left an account of the civil strife between
Mithradates III and his brother Orodes, which took place
about 56/55 B.C. "Mithradates, king of the Parthians, after his
war with the Armenians was banished by the Parthian senate
for cruelty. His brother Orodes who took possession of the
vacant throne, besieged Babylon whither Mithradates had fled
and reduced the people through famine to surrender." Justin
employs the word Babyloniam in obvious error for Babylo­
nem. Whether he was actually referring to Seleucia is doubtful.
Plutarch160 gives an account of the life of the Parthian com­
mander against Crassus, called "the Surena." He relates that it
was the Surena who stormed the walls of Seleucia with a great
display of heroism. As the Surena is represented by Plutarch to
have been a young man at the time of the Crassus cam­
paign the incident at Seleucia must have occurred not long
before this campaign. It is, therefore, generally held that
during the civil war between the brothers Mithradates obtained
possession of Seleucia from which he was driven by the
Surena. 1 6 1 Gutschmid162 places the storming of Seleucia prior
to the sie~e of Babylon mentioned in Justin. We know from
Appian 16 that prior to these events Mithradates had thrown



HISTORY OF SELEUCIA 159

himself upon the protection of the Romans, and had been
favorably received by them. Since the city had to be captured
by assault there must have been a group in Seleucia favorable
to Mithradates. This may have been one of the two great
parties, the "Greeks" or the "natives," or it may have been
simply a body of Parthian troops who had remained loyal to
Mithradates and followed him into the city. The fact that
Babylon underwent a long seige indicates that there a con­
siderable part of the inhabitants favored Mithradates. But
there is no evidence to indicate whether these were the Hel­
lenized elements or the native.

In connection with the campaign of Crassus, Dio
Cassius164 has a passage of some importance. "Many of the
Macedonians and of the rest that fought for the Parthians were
Greek colonists oppressed by violence and not unwillingly
transferred their allegiance to the Romans, who, they strongly
hoped, would be favorable to the Greeks." As the campaign of
Crassus took place in upper Mesopotamia, it is likely that Dio
had in mind Greeks of that region. There is no mention in the
sources of the cities havin~ furnished contingents for the Par­
thian army. One passage1 5 states that the greatest part of the
army was composed of slaves, of whom Greek captives may
have formed a part. But the passage must be accepted as
evidence that a part of the Greeks of the east favored Roman
occupation of their country. The Greeks of Upper Meso­
potamia were more closely united to the west, Syria and
Cappadocia, by trade and travel than were the more distant
cities. Plutarch and Dio Cassius both relate 166 that one Greek
city of Mesopotamia, Zenodotium, asked for and received a
Roman garrison but shortly afterward rose upon the garrison
and massacred the soldiers. Of Seleucia and Babylon, Plut­
arch167 states definitely his conviction that they were always
hostile to the Parthians. Plutarch is critical of Crassus and
expresses the opinion that the Roman commander would have
done better to have pressed south to these two centers,
[)vaJ,1€vwv bet nap80LS 1TOX€WV; This attitude of Plutarch may
be taken as simply his private opinions of what as a westerner
he would consider natural. But it should be accepted as evi­
dence that there was at this time contact between the Greeks
of Babylonia and Rome. There is no reason for an assumption
that the ruling element in Seleucia had decided to cast in its
lot with Roman expansion. If such a decision actually was
made it must have been preceded by numerous "pourparlers"
that would not have been concluded by the period of the
Crassus campaign, when the trend of Roman policy in the
Orient was still uncertain. On the other hand, it would be
natural for western writers to see in any mission of "contact"
with Rome a definite avowal of sympathy. From the incident,
already quoted, of the mock triumph for Crassus conducted
by the Surena in Seleucia.l ? 8 and his remarks to the Senate, it
becomes evident that the Parthians feared lest the city had
developed a certain pro-Roman sentiment.

It is not difficult to estimate what was the effect of the
crushing defeat of Crassus on the leading citizens of Seleucia.
The fact that the Parthian power suspected them of complicity
with, or sympathy towards, the Romans, yet had adopted no
repressive measures towards the city, contenting itself with
mockery of Roman power and character, must have em­
phasized the lesson they had learned. The policy of an entente
with Rome must have received a severe setback-if at this
period it really existed-while the contrary policy of coopera-

tion with the Arsacids would again become the settled prin­
ciple of conduct. Dio Cassius1 9 relates that Julius Caesar,
about 44 B.C., began to organize a Parthian campaign. Beyond
this there is apparently no evidence of a desire on the part of
Rome to interfere actively beyond the Euphrates until the
reign of Trajan about a century and a half later. The ill­
planned and ill-fated campaign of Antony to Media and
Armenia may be taken as an exception. Antony, however,
showed no interest in the countries to the south.

Lucanus 170 relates that the banners captured from Crassus
were hung in a temple of Babylon. Elsewhere 171 the same
author speaks of Babylon as a citr on the Tigris. It is rea­
sonable to assume, as do Fabian 72 and Streck,173 that
Lucanus has Seleucia in mind.

About 16 A.D. strife again broke out between rival princes
of the Arsacid line. Phraataces, the rightfully elected king, was
expelled by the Parthian nobles, who requested Rome to send
them as kin~ a certain Vonones, a brother, or half-brother of
Phraataces.! 4 This Vonones had been raised in the west and
was unable to win the esteem of his nobles, who regretted
their acceptance of a monarch who had been in contact with
Rome. They now invited Artabanus, another Arsacid who was
king of Media, to occupy the throne. Vonones was defeated
and fled to Seleucia, whence he later escaped to Armenia. 175
There is no reason to believe that Seleucia was engaged in
hostilities, but now for the second time a claimant for the
throne, and one who was considered as pro-Roman, is seen
taking refuge in Seleucia.

The Parthian king Artabanus proved himself active and
capable. He engaged in border wars with some success,176 and
was deliberately hostile toward Rome. A party among the
nobles was opposed to him, however, and these asked of Rome
that another brother of Vonones be sent to claim the throne.
It is very unfortunate that the interior politics of the Parthians
is so obscure that no coherent reasons can be assigned for
changes in the dynasty. About 36 A.D. a certain Tiridates, a
nephew of Vonones, apparently born and raised in Rome,
was escorted to the Euphrates by the Roman commander in
Syria, and occupied the Parthian throne. 177 Artabanus fled to
the east. According to Tacitus,' 78 the Greek cities in Meso­
potamia and Seleucia welcomed the new ruler. The reasons
assigned by this author for the welcome are significant. The
Mesopotamian cities complained that Artabanus was not re­
fined, possessed crude manners, while Seleucia cast doubts
upon his paternity. If the Greeks of the east had been seriously
oppressed by their previous rulers, it is only reasonable to
believe that they would have recited their wrongs to the new
prince from the west. Tacitus was a serious writer and he
devotes considerable details to this incident. It is not, there­
fore, likely that serious complaints were made and were by
him omitted.

There follows in Tacitus the passage that has been already
discussed,179 the statement that Artabanus had previously
placed the opposition party entirely in the hands of the
nobles, plebem primoribus tradidit . Tacitus continues, "It
resulted that the people welcomed Tiridates... and Tiridates
gave all power to the people." The passage is important.
Artabanus, the active king who had extended his borders, who
had ruled the land vigorously, is represented as in close alliance
with the aristocracy of Seleucia, the powerful commercial
families. Tiridates, the Roman nominee, takes away the priv-
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ileges of this Greek oligarchy, and places the city government
in the hands of the "people," the opposition party, the
"Syrians" of Josephus, which is to say, the natives. Thus the
consistent policy of the parties in Seleucia is confirmed, the
Greek commercial oligarchy in alliance with whatever military
power had proved itself capable of protecting trade, the mass
of natives welcoming every rebel against such power.

Gutschmid180 held that the "people" of Tacitus composed
the party of the non-Hellenized elements, or natives. He places
at this point in the city's history the incident related by
Josephus 181 of the influx of Jewish refugees who joined with
the natives in overthrowing the power of the Greeks. That is,
the alliance of natives and Jews coincided with the arrival of
Tiridates. Whether the incident took place at this time or not,
whether the natives alone, or combined with the Jews, over­
threw the power of the Greeks, is secondary. The important
factor is that at this point in the history of the city a rebel
against the established authority of the Arsacids, a man backed
by Rome, deprived the Greeks of their power, and placed the
city government in the hands of the native element.

Tacitus continues his story182 by relating that after the
death of Artabanus, who had meanwhile defeated Tiridates
and regained his kingdom, the succession was disputed be­
tween his two sons Vardanes and Gotarzes. "(Vardanes) seized
the adjoining provinces, the Seleucians alone rejecting him.
Being more inflamed against them as rebels against both his
father and himself (ut patris sui quoque defectores), than his
present situation warranted, he involved himself in the siege of
that place of strength (i.e. Seleucia)... and before long
Gotarzes compelled him to raise the siege." After the two
brothers had come to terms, "Vardanes on his return received
the submission of Seleucia in the seventh year of its defec­
tion." Gutschmid,183 whose chronology of this revolt period
is today generally accepted, places the opening of the revolt as
the acceptance by the city of the rule of Tiridates, about 36
A.D. Gutschmid bases his chronology on an interpretation of
the sequence of narrative in Tacitus and in Josephus. Josephus
places his story of the massacre of the Jews by the combined
Greeks and natives in Seleucia, just preceding his account of
the death of Caligula which took place in 41 A.D. Gutschmid
works back from this point and arrives at the date 36 A.D. for
the year in which the combined natives and Jews overthrew
the Greeks, which according to him took place when Tiridates
entered the city and was accepted by the natives. Gutschmid's
chronology has been confirmed by the results of excavation at
Seleucia. By this evidence there is reasonable certainty that the
revolt came to a close in 43/44 A.D., and, therefore, began in
36, seven years previously.

Gutschmid and other commentators since have apparently
failed to follow this chronology to its logical conclusion. It is
generally accepted that the revolt was one of the Greek city
against the Parthians. But since the revolt was begun by the
acceptance of Tiridates, and Tiridates was accepted by the
natives who at that time supplanted the Greeks in the city
government, the revolt was one of the natives of the city
against the Parthian king. There is not the slightest evidence
that the Greek ruling oligarchy took any part in this revolt.
They had been signally favored by Artabanus who had placed
all power in their hands. The loss of their power to the people
had been confirmed by the rival of Artabanus. Upon the over­
throw of this rival by Artabanus there would not have been

any grounds for them to have carried on a revolt against him
who was their champion. On the other hand, the natives had
been previously suppressed by Artabanus; they had for the
first time secured for themselves the control of the city at the
hands of Tiridates; upon the overthrow of Tiridates they had
everything to fear from the wrath of both Artabanus and the
Greeks; it was therefore reasonable for them to have continued
the revolt. This interpretation alone is in harmony with the
evidence.

Vardanes was the legal successor to Artabanus. Tacitus in
the passage quoted says of the surrender of the city to Var­
danes regressoque Vardani deditur Seleucia. There is no indica­
tion here that the city surrendered as a result of assault or
famine. When Vardanes returned, having settled the question
of his succession to the throne, the city surrendered itself.
Gutschmid has placed the massacre of the Jews by the Greeks
and natives which signalized the return to power of the Greek
oligarchy through their ability to divide their opponents, in
41. The basis for his dating is the sequence of the narrative in
Josephus, explained above. The date obtained by Gutschmid
for the opening of the revolt has been confirmed. His placing
of the massacre in 41 rests still on his assumption, that, be­
cause Josephus placed the story of the massacre immediately
before his account of the death of Caligula, the one event did
actually in time immediately precede the other. It would seem
to be more in harmony with the evidence to assume that the
Greeks succeeded in regaining control of the city at about the
time of the return of Vardanes, say 43 A.D., and that upon his
return they willingly surrendered to him as the legal successor
to their benefactor Artabanus.

The sources give no indication of changes in the city after
the revolt. What took place within the city during this period
we do not know. Without doubt the Greeks suffered at the
hands of the natives and the Jews. More serious may have been
the fact that for seven years the commerce of the city had
been at a stand-still. The trade between East and West had
continued, rerouted to avoid the rebel city. Some new center
had filled the role held for three centuries by Seleucia. The
new center may have been Ctesiphon. The passage in Pliny184
may refer to this period in the history of the city, "The Par­
thians in turn founded Ctesiphon for the purpose of drawing
away the population of Seleucia." Ctesiphon may have been
greatly enlarged to care for the needs of the caravans and of
the traders, and became thus, in a sense, the foundation of the
Parthians. The excavations at Seleucia have shown that the
city emerged from the period of the revolt completely
changed. Civic coinage, evidence of autonomy, ceased. All cul­
tural objects and even architecture became Oriental. Whether
the great Greek families remained in the city in a hopeless
effort to rebuild its former prosperity, or whether they re­
moved to the new centers of commerce cannot be known. In
either case as "Greeks" they disappear. The city lived on for
another century and a half in some degree of prosperity, but
its "Hellenism" disappeared in large part with the revolt,
destroyed, not by the Parthians, but from within.

Until the opening years of the second century Seleucia is
not mentioned in the sources. One reference 185 describes the
adornment of Ctesiphon by the Parthian king. Seleucia is no
longer the great city of Babylonia. With the accession to power
of Trajan, Roman interest in the trans-Euphrates country re­
vived. According to Dio Cassius,186 Trajan was early
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fascinated by the career of Alexander the Great. In 116,
having occupied Armenia and Mesopotamia, he descended the
Euphrates and occupied Babylonia. The principal source is Dio
Cassius who does not mention Seleucia by name. jl€XPt Tfls
BaI3vXwvos cWTT1s €XWP110av "they advanced as far as Babylon,
itself." But in the succeeding passage Dio relates that Trajan,
after the occupation of the country, made a trip to Babylon,
"had taken a side trip there on the basis of reports unmerited
by what he saw-mounds, stones and ruins." Orosius and
Eutropius 1

8 7 both speak of the occupation of "Seleucia,
Ctesiphon and Babylon." In the first passage Dio, after speak­
ing of the advance to "Babylon," continues, "Trajan had
planned to conduct the Euphrates through a channel into the
Tigris, in order that boats might be floated down by this route,
affording him an opportunity to make a bridge. But on learn­
ing that it (i.e. the Euphrates) had a much higher elevation
than the Tigris, he did not do it, fearing lest the water might
rush down hill and render the Euphrates unnavigable."
Zozimus 1 8 8 on the other hand, describing the campaign of the
Emperor Julian, states that "setting out they came to a great
ditch which was said to have been dug by Trajan ... the
Nahrmalcha emptying into this flows into the Tigris."
Ammianus Marcellinus! 89 likewise recounts that both Trajan
and Severus employed the Nahrmalcha for the transfer of
their boats from the Euphrates to the Tigris. It does not
appear possible to reconcile these conflicting statements. The
narrative of Dio Cassius is difficult to accept. The canals be­
tween the two rivers were well known to the western world.
Even though perhaps in disuse at the time of the Trajan cam­
paign, they were there to be seen. It is difficult to assume both
that Trajan and his officers were ignorant of what had been
written by Strabo only a century previously, and that they
were unable to ascertain the truth from the local population.

Dio Cassius1 90 describes a revolt that broke out in the rear
of the Roman army while Trajan lingered in southern Babylo­
nia. The narrative mentions as revolted the cities of Seleucia,
Hatra, Nisibis, and Edessa. The revolt was repressed, in the
course of which "Seleucia was also captured... and was
burned." Trajan, in fear lest the Parthians too should revolt,
proceeded to give them a king of his choosing. Older writers
such as Rawlinson 1 9 1 assume that the city destroyed was
Seleucia on the Tigris. Fabian! 92 Streck1 9 3 and others be­
lieve that since all of the other cities mentioned as revolted
were in Mesopotamia, it is reasonable to assume that Dio had
in mind the Seleucia on the Euphrates. With the army en­
camped in the same country it is difficult to believe that
Seleucia would have dared to revolt. The fact that Dio goes on
to state that Trajan feared lest the Parthians join in the revolt,
strengthens the conviction. Would the single city rise while the
Parthians as a whole, who had most reason to resent the pres­
ence of the Romans, remained quiet? It is on the other hand
possible to understand from the narrative that the Parthians
were planning to revolt; that Seleucia, now a Parthian center,
rose prematurely; but that Trajan was able to take repressive
measures that prevented the spread of the uprising. If the main
Roman army was encamped on the Ctesiphon side of the river,
this sequence would be quite logical. The matter is of some
importance for the reason that the excavations at Seleucia
have revealed that there was a severe fire at just this period
which to a large extent destroyed the block under excavation.

In the year 165 another Roman army invaded Babylonia.

Trajan had retreated, to meet his death. Hadrian restored the
territory east of the Euphrates which Trajan had occupied. An
energetic Parthian ruler, Volagases III mounted the throne
about 149 and followed a policy so aggressive toward Rome
that war was inevitable. This second campaign was conducted
by Avidius Cassius, who met with little resistance. Seleucia was
occupied without violence, but, by the evidence of most of the
sources was destroyed. Dio Cassius1 94 writes T11V ~eXeiJKetav
£> t€¢()etpev €jl1TP~Oas Zonaras,' 95 Kill TCWT7W €V€1TP110e;
Ammianus Marcellinus 1 9 6 incensa civitate. Eutropius197 adds
that 40,000 prisoners were taken and material for a triumph.
Julius Capitolinus1 9 8 writes that the action of Avidius Cassius
had been defended by some on the ground that the city broke
faith with the Romans. He infers that there was no justifica­
tion for the deed. Modern writers 1 9 9 have agreed in de­
nouncing the destruction of Seleucia as an act of barbarity,
especially heinous because the Romans had destroyed the last
bulwark of Hellenism in the East. It is indeed almost incredible
that a Roman commander would without reason destroy a
great Greek city, while at the same time he spared the Parthian
capital across the river. It is difficult to imagine that such a
Greek city, at last delivered into the hands of Rome, become
the defender of Hellenism, would in any way break faith with
her champion. Since, however, Seleucia was no longer Greek,
an overt act that would give the Romans an excuse for action
would be quite possible, while the destruction wrought would
be a measure of repression against a hostile population.

It has been assumed that Seleucia was completely destroyed
in the fire and destruction wrought by Avidius Cassius; as
Streck2 0 0 puts it, the city was von erdboden vertilgt. The
evidence from excavation, however, is conclusive that the city
existed into the opening years of the Third Century when it
appears to have been gradually deserted.

The city is mentioned again by Dio Cassius2 0 1 in his
account of the campaign of Septimius Severns, who in the year
198/199 occupied Babylonia, and, according to this author
"seized Seleucia and Babylon which had been abandoned"
(Trw T€ ~eXeVKetaV Kat TTiV BaI3vXwva eKXet¢()ewas €Aa{3e).
This is the last appearance of the city in the narratives of the
classical sources.
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PLATE I. Sketch of Se1eucia-Ctesiphon district
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PLATE II. Seleucia, air view
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PLATE III. 1. (top) Tell Umar, air view from the northwest PLATE III. 2. (bottom) Tell Umar, air view from the south
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PLATE IV. Arch of Septimus Severus: relief of Seleucia and Ctesiphon
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PLATE V. Heroon inscription

168



/

3
2

S
T

-6

S
T

R
[

[
T

-
3

6

S
T

R
[

E
T

S
T

.
4

L
.2

-
_
~

1.
0

_
_

_
_

_
2,

0
M

10
0
~ >

/2
'6

~
lf

I
~

/1
1

2
2

S
--

l
tr

'l
=tJ

;S
((

)
!"

I
O

l)

~
-;

~
t::

tl
~

-..,
Ö

r..,
<

,
.....

("
)

f'
\

...
..L

&
..J

../~
7e

I
\::

)
0

\
~

-;
so

C
')

/4
4

.....
....

~O
\

rv
:r

~
rv 'I

-e g,
.

.....
....

-
c

:::: "0 ~ ::l

L
O

F
B

L
O

C
K

G
6



"
,

S
T

-6

S
T

A
[

[
T

-
3

6

15
-.

J
,O

M
J

O
~
-
-
-
-
,

5
_

3
2

S
T

R
E

E
T

S
T

-
4

O
F

B
L

O
C

K
G

6

LE
V

E
L

IT

~ t'"
'l

t'"f
4

c.
"f

l

-r
3

,:
,q

.
tJ

)

> ~
"

4
5

"'"
i

tl
i

/I
'.

:=t
l

<::
~

l
O

B
~

-s
r.

~
-
i

/1
1

"-
i

:Q
~

..
<

,
,..,

<
0

...-
0

N
-.

.J
("

)

0
:;0

;'
-
j

C
l

.q
J

/0
2

?"
rv

1:
.

_-
"

.
~

•
•

--
J:.

~
'

J

'I
•

A
_

8
3

< ~
C

'

- - "0 §



PLATE VIII.

1. PIaster medallion

2. Altar with irregular sides

3. Serni-oval structure in room 45, Level II
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PLATE X. Temple A, Level I
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