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FREFCE

The six lectures which follow were delivered by the author as
holder of the Mary Flexner Lectureship at Bryn Mawr College
in April and May 1967. All the lectures concern Hattusha, the
capital of the Hittite empire, one of the most eminent cities of the
ancient Near East, and for some centuries a very important political
center. Five of the lectures (i-iv, vi) deal with the history, topogra-
phy, and monuments of the city; one (v) with the political and cul-
tural relations of the Hittite empire and its capital with Pharaonic
Egypt—one of the other great powers of the second millennium
B.C. Although we are in possession of some archaeological sources
of information, an entirely unclear picture would be conveyed were
they not supplemented by a considerable amount of literary evi-
dence.

The printed text is, apart from slight alterations, the same as



that of the lectures delivered in 196%. A selected bibliography
listing essential publications on the subject of the individual lecture
has been provided for each chapter. Diagrams drawn especially
for the book will, I hope, contribute to the understanding of the
text.

The number of illustrations is approximately that shown to the
original audience. That this or that picture has been exchanged
for another needs no special justification.

To Dr. Katherine E. McBride, president of Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, I once again express my thanks for the kind invitation to Bryn
Mawr. She, together with other colleagues, made my stay there
such an agreeable one that I count it among my most pleasant and
unforgettable memories.

I am deeply indebted to Professor Machteld J. Mellink of the
Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology. From the
day of my arrival in Bryn Mawr to the completion of the printing
of this book, which without her unfailing care and great patience
could never have been published, she helped me in the kindest
way. For this I most warmly thank her.

My thanks also go to Professor Charles Mitchell for his under-
taking with unstinting generosity the revision of the English text
and for his many valuable suggestions in this connection.

Mrs. Carol W. Carpenter, Curator of Slides and Photographs,
Mrs. Tamara S. Wheeler, draftsman, and Miss Louise Alpers, who
prepared a clean copy of the manuscript, all contributed sub-
stantially to the making of this book and have my sincere gratitude.
The greater part of the maps, drawings, and photographs were
prepared by Klaus Beck, Barbara Grunewald, Paul Kriiger, Rudolf
Naumann, Peter Neve, Peter Rohe-Hansen, and Peter Steyer, all
active members of the Bogazkoy Expedition.

I am most obliged to the editors of the Oxford University Press,
who bestowed every possible care on the production of this book.

KaB:

Berlin
December 1969
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LANDSCAPE, BEXPEORATION,
AR CEINES, HISTORTICAL TRADEFION

In 1957 the excavations at Bogazkdy, about a hundred miles east
of Ankara in Anatolia, yielded a cuneiform text which in two
languages, Hittite and Akkadian, describes a very interesting event
(plate 1). We read about the Great King Hattushili I, an ener-
getic ruler and military leader who reigned about or shortly before
1600 B.c.: “In those days he set forth. Like a lion the Great
King crossed the river Puran. The city of Hashshu(wa) he over-
whelmed like a lion with his paw. Dust he poured on it and
with its possessions he filled Hattusha. Silver and gold knew
neither beginning nor end. The Weather God, Lord of Armaruk,
the Weather God, Lord of Halap, Allatum, Adalur and Liluri,
two bulls of silver, three statues of silver and gold, two hamri-
buildings. . . . I had framed in gold and the door likewise I
had framed in gold. One table—good gold— . . . , three tables
of silver, one golden throne with armrests—good gold— . . .
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HATTUSHA: CAPITAL OF THE HITTITES

set with precious stones and gold, all of these . . . I took from
Hashshu up to the Sun Goddess of Arinna. The daughter of the
goddess Allatum, Hepat, three statues of silver, two statues of
gold, those I took up to the temple of the goddess Mezulla. . . .”

The text still speaks clearly to us today. The king has been
on a military campaign, one among many, as we know. He has
crossed a river called Puran (Puruna in another version), which
must be near the upper Euphrates. He has captured the city of
Hashshu, where he collected rich booty: statues and equipment
of precious metal, partly encrusted with precious stones. With
this booty “he filled Hattusha,” taking part of it up to the Sun
Goddess of Arinna, part to the temple of the goddess Mezulla.
The expression “up” seems to imply that the temples of these
two goddesses were located in an upper part of the city of
Hattusha, as if one had to ascend to them. We shall have to
look into this later on. Hattusha reappears in this text a number
of times. In the twentieth section, after a brief survey of the
events of a particular year, we read: “then I came home to
Hattusha.” This means that this city is the king’s residence and
the seat of his government. The entire text in which the king
himself addresses us is prefaced by this sentence: ‘“The Great
King Tabarna exercised his royal rule in Hattusha, Tawananna’s
brother’s son.” Tabarna is a title due to the Great Kings; the
second phrase means that the king is indeed a member of the
royal dynasty, but instead of being the son of his predecessor he
is a nephew of the queen. This does not concern us at the moment.
What counts is first that Hattusha about 1600 B.c. was the capital
of a ruling Hittite Great King; secondly, that this city boasted
several temples of deities to whom the king offered the booty
from his military campaigns as votive gifts, evidently as a token
of thanks for their support during the battles; and thirdly, that
this Great King Hattushili, “the man from Hattusha,” even in
his name professes his ties to that city. Although this is not our
oldest extant reference to Hattusha, it is the earliest to attest its
status as the Hittite capital.
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LANDSCAPE, EXPLORATION, ARCHIVES, HISTORY

Where was this Hattusha, what do we know about it, and what,
above all, are the sources of our knowledge?

In 1905 Jan Assyriologist from Berlin, Hugo Winckler, went
to Bogazkoy, a small Turkish village east of the middle course
of the Halys river, the Kizil Irmak, in Northern Cappadocia (plates
2, 3a). This was the site of extensive ruins, discovered by the
Frenchman Charles Texier in. 1834 and made known by him in
a volume of plates which created a stir among historians and
archaeologists in Europe. The size of the ruins and the debris
of several monumental buildings soon made it clear that these
were the remains of an important city-site, not a simple settle-
ment. Ancient sources suggested an identification either with
Tavium, the center of the Trocmian tribe of the Galatians, or
with Pteria, a Cappadocian city mentioned by Herodotus as
captured and destroyed by the Lydian king Croesus in 547 B.C.
during his campaign into Median territory across the Halys. In
favor of the first identification seemed to be Strabo’s report (XII.
567) that Tavium had a temple of Zeus with a colossal bronze
statue of the god in a sacred precinct with an asylum; and indeed
among the ruins of Bogazkoy there was a monumental complex
built of huge masonry which could have been the temple of
Zevs Taovavss, Jupiter Tavianus. But those who identified the
place with Herodotus’ Pteria drew attention to the extremely
archaic character of the walls of the buildings, to their unclassical
appearance, and especially to several sculptures in the city and
rock reliefs near it which seemed reminiscent of Assyrian, or
as other experts had it, of Iranian-Sacian art. These ‘sculptures
definitely suggested not a Graeco-Roman but an Asiatic artistic
tradition, and hardly suited Hellenistic-Imperial Tavium.
~ Then in 1884 Sitlington-Sterrett traveled in the area for the
Archaeological Institute of America and proved epigraphically
that Tavium lay near the modern village of Biiyiik Nefes, eleven
miles to the southwest of Bogazkdy. This eliminated Tavium.
And even the probability that Bogazkdy might have been Pteria,
at least so far as its origin and floruit were concerned, gradually
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dwindled. W. Wright in 1884 led the way to the right solution.
Soon afterwards AJﬁ—SEy_s\recogmzed the true context of the
sculptures in question. He saw that they and many other sculp-
tures formed a stylistic group linked with a peculiar pictographic
script.  This group belonged to a culture which reached, as it
was thought at the time, from Hama in the valley of the Syrian
Orontes to the Sipylos mountain far to the west in the hinter-
land of Smyrna. Sayce called this culture Hittite, after the Kheta
of the Egyptians, the Hittim of the Old Testament, the real center
of whose power and culture was thought to be in Northern
Syria. Bogazkoy and its ruins would have been merely at the
edge of this cultural area, and the prevailing opinion at the
beginning of this century was that Bogazkdy unquestionably had
once been an important city, but still no more than the capital
of a dynasty of limited power whose authority would not have
extended beyond the borders of Cappadocia.
= In 1894 the Frenchman Ernest Chantre and the German E.
Schifter found some fragments of cuneiform tablets of baked clay
in the ruins. Their discovery in this part of Asia Minor came
as a surprise, but they seemed to support Sayce’s early date for
the site and its presumed dependence on a cultural focus in Syria.
Some of these texts were written in a language which was then
not understood, but is now called “Hittite”” or “cuneiform Hittite”
r “Neshite,” an Indo-European idiom. The remainder of the
texts, however, turned out to be in the so-called Akkadian
language, and appeared to be contemporary with the famous
Amarna tablets, found in 1884, which belonged to the first half
of the 14th century B.c., the period of the pharaohs Amenhotep
IIT and Amenhotep IV. Among the Amarna tablets there were
some records of the Hittite king Shuppiluliuma and two letters
in a special language to and from the king of Arzawa, a land
in Asia Minor. Since many tablet fragments found at Bogazkoy
revealed the same language as the Arzawa letter from Amarna,
Bogazkoy began to be considered the capital of Arzawa. When
Hugo Winckler, to whom we now return, traveled to Bogazkoy
in 1905, he too thought that he might find the capital of Arzawa,
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LANDSCAPE, EXPLORATION, ARCHIVES, HISTORY

a genuine Anatolian state of the 14th century B.c. and a minor
power in the ancient world of that era.

In_ 1906 Winckler and Theodore Makridi started extensive
excavations in the ruins of Bogazkoy; tablets were found that
summer on the west slope of a hill called Biiyiikkale, which will
be prominent in our later discussions. There were about 2,500
of them; they were diverse in content; they were mostly in frag-
ments; and they once formed part of a royal archives or library.
So far as they were written in Akkadian, they were readily under-
standable. They comprised letters and treaties, testimonies of
the diplomatic contacts among the courts of those days and their
mutual agreements. Several of the letters belonged to the cor-
respondence between the kings of Egypt and Hatti, Ramesses II
and Hattushili (Hattushili III, as he is now known). Then on
August 20, 1906, Winckler and Makridi found the Akkadian
version of a treaty already known in essentials from an Egyptian
hieroglyphic text carved on the temple walls of Karnak near
Thebes in Upper Egypt. This was the treaty concluded in the
twenty-first year of Ramesses II, 1270 B.c., with Hattushili III,
the Lugal-GAL, the Great King of the Hittite Empire. These
letters and treaties between the great powers could not possibly
have belonged to the archives of a court like Arzawa. They
furnished definite proof that the true center of the Hittite Empire
was not in Northern Syria but was here in the heart of Asia Minor,
at the ruined city near Bogazkoy. Its name now turned out to
be “the city of Hatti,” Hattusha. In those days Winckler re-
constructed from the available records a dynasty of seven kings
spanning five generations, ¢. 1400-1200 B.c. He could not suspect
that future research would prove that there was a much longer
dynasty, nor on the basis of the then limited knowledge of
Anatolian toponymy could he know that the name of the city
was originally not Hittite, but in its older form “Hattush’ stemmed
from pre-Hittite times.

Since the days of Hugo Winckler’s great discoveries, the excava-
tion of the ruins of Bogazkdy has been continued systematically.
Winckler worked with Makridi in 1907, 1911, and 1912; In 1907
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jointly with a second expedition under Otto Puchstein which
investigated the fortifications and five monumental buildings,
three or four of which were identified as temples. As early as
1883 Carl Humann had made a plan of the city on the basis of
the preserved and restorable evidence, but we owe to Puchstein’s
expedition our first real knowledge of the range and the size of
the city, of the city-wall in its main circuit, and of the character
of Anatolian Hittite architecture in a number of outstanding
examples. Then the Balkan War, the First World War, the
Graeco-Turkish War and the resulting unstable conditions in
Anatolia interrupted the work for many years. Not until 1931
were the excavations resumed, this time under the joint auspices
of the German Archaeological Institute and the German Orient
Society. Annual campaigns followed until the outbreak of World
War II, which caused a second major interruption until 1951.

From 1952 until the present, Bogazkoy-Hattusha has been under
excavation on a larger or smaller scale in annual summer and
fall campaigns. All told, twenty-eight campaigns have been de-
voted to the investigation of the ruins of Bogazkdy. Some of these
campaigns were restricted in time and scope, but altogether a
great deal of time has been spent on the recovery of Hattusha.
Even so, no more than part of this unusually vast city can be
called explored, and large districts in the city area have not yet
been touched at all. They may, and in many places undoubtedly
do, contain important evidence. Many questions about the ancient
city have still not been answered, but one may hope that at least
partial answers will be reached in the future.

We have seen that the nucleus of the Hittite Empire (Hatti)
was at one time thought to have been in North Syria. After
Winckler’s proof that Bogazkdy, far to the north, was the capital
of this empire, scholars recognized that central Asia Minor should
not be seen as the fringe but as the heart of the empire. Further
research proved that Central Anatolia was the crucial area, where
in pre-Empire days Hatti had developed its supremacy over many
rival principalities. But all this, and the rise of Hatti as a great
power in the course of the late 15th and early 14th centuries,
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has long since become an established part of our knowledge of
Western Asiatic history of the second millennium B.c., and so
need not detain us here. We must, however, briefly consider the
geographical situation of the capital.

The maps reveal (figs. 1, 2) that at the time of the greatest expan-
sion of the Hittite Empire—an expansion which went principally
in the direction of the ancient centers of culture in the southeast
and south, in North Mesopotamia and Syria—the capital did lie
in a peripheral northern position rather than a central one. How-
ever, Hattusha remained the capital, as we will see, throughout
its long history except for one brief episode.

It seems that Hittite conservatism made the royal court and
the nobles of the realm, including the priesthood, cling to the
old 17th-century capital. This conservative tendency betrays itself
in many other aspects of life in Hatti, not only in matters of
government. The marginal position of Hattusha, however, be-
comes even more curious when we realize that the northern
boundary of the empire, never really fixed and always in some
state of flux, was on the average less than thirty miles distant
from the capital. And beyond this border lived the highly aggres-
sive Kashka people, who were basically never pacified and intern-
ally not even organized in the political sense. From the 15th
century or earlier, until the end of the 13th century B.c. they
again and again invaded Hittite territory in spite of all Hittite
countermeasures. In the area of the upper Halys they repeatedly
penetrated far to the south and at least once succeeded in captur-
ing Hattusha itself, causing heavy destruction. This happened
during a period of serious political and military weakness of the
empire, yet the court and government did not want to sever
connections with the old metropolis. But this is not all: in its
geographical setting Hattusha is much more oriented to the north
than to the south. Solid mountain formations separate it from
the plains of Cappadocia, from the Taurus passes in the south,
from the steppes of Tyana directly north of the Taurus, from
the fertile basin of Kayseri-Caesarea at the foot of the enormous
Mons Argaeus, and from the vast Central Anatolian plateau and
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Figure 2. Sketch map showing the extent of the Hittite Empire

the reaches of the Great Salt Lake. These mountains rise to
some 6,000 feet in Kapaktepe directly to the south of Hattusha.
They do not cut off all contact, but they lie like a barrier between
the capital and the heart of Anatolia, where natural lines of
communication radiate to the southeast, south, and west. The
basic domain of the capital is a valley some twenty-five miles long,
with extensions to the northwest and northeast, formed by a
small river which further down joins the Delice Irmak, probably
the ancient Cappadox flumen. This in turn is an eastern tributary
of the Halys, the great river which flows into the Black Sea. All
these topographical and hydrographic factors point to the north,
away from the center of Anatolia.

Nowadays there is little vegetation near the city, except in
isolated patches. The stony ground is cultivated as much as
possible but the total effect is meager and sparse in a thinly
populated area. Natural clusters of trees or true forests are lacking
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altogether. This has not always been the case. Not too long
ago there was much woodland. From Carl Humann’s descrip-
tion we gather that some eighty years ago large areas within the
ancient city were still covered with oak scrub. Shortly before
that, huge oaks still grew in the southern part of the city. All of
that is gone nowadays. But some hills to the west and south still
have isolated thickets, the last remnants of more solid forests of
the past. Such forests must have been considerable in the Hittite
era, since timber played a prominent role in Anatolian-Hittite
architecture, not only in simple private buildings but in all types
of monumental construction. Enormous quantities of timber were
used, as we shall see later on, and could not possibly have been
transported in toto from a remote source of supply. The capital
itself must have been surrounded by a wealth of forest and timber.
The selection of this site for the capital and its durability may
be partly due to this ample supply of timber combined with the
presence of water. Water here is abundant by Anatolian standards,
with no fewer than seven springs in the city area.

In two instances wooden beams were so well preserved in Hittite
buildings that their species could be determined. In a 14th-century
building the timber turned out to be deciduous oak, in one of
the 13th century, pine. A passage from a ritual text found in
one of the local archives may be relevant in this context: “In
the morning a decorated carriage stands ready in front of the
temple; three ribbons, one red, one white, one blue, are tied to
it. They harness the chariot and bring out the god from the
temple and seat him in the carriage.” Several women go in front,
holding lighted torches “. . . and the god comes behind, and
they take the god down through the Tawinian gate to the wood.”

This is a ceremony in which the cult statue of a god is taken
from his temple and driven in a chariot out of the city to a forest
where, as the text continues, the statue is cleansed—or rather,
bathed—in a brook. This of course is a procedure known from
many ancient cults. The Tawinian gate, which gives us a topo-
graphical clue to the proceedings, is one of the northern city-
gates of Hattusha. It is named after the first city along the road

13



HATTUSHA: CAPITAL OF THE HITTITES

from the capital to the north. This gate is situated in the lowest
part of the city area, hence the wording of the text: “and they
take the god down through the Tawinian gate . . .”; the point
of departure is one of the temples on much higher ground, to
be discussed later. In front of the Tawinian gate there must have
been a forest which has now vanished. We have quoted this
Hittite text from the local archives in some detail because it
clearly proves that the landscape in the immediate vicinity of
Hattusha was essentially different from what we see now. We
can take it for granted that there were many other forests near
the capital, but only one happens to be mentioned in the preserved
texts.

Several times we have had occasion to mention or quote passages
from the Hittite archives or libraries which were discovered in
the excavations; and we shall have to deal with a considerable
number of these documents in the course of these chapters. It
seems appropriate, therefore, to offer some basic comments at
this stage. The Hittites acquired the art of writing in the early
second millennium B.c. They took the so-called cuneiform script
from the Babylonians, probably by way of North Syria, and de-
veloped a scribal tradition of their own comparatively soon. This
goes for their own language, Hittite, as well as for the Babylonian
tongue, so-called Akkadian. They used tablets of clay on which
the signs were impressed with a stylus, but they also engraved
the signs on metal tablets or applied them to wooden tablets with
a brush. All the documents of the second and third category have
perished, and we know of their existence only from occasional
references. The office, for instance, of the “scribe of the wooden
tablets” is very well known though no single product of this kind
of Hittite writing has been preserved. Favorable conditions of
preservation, e.g. in very humid soil, might still reveal one. But
22,000 cuneiform clay tablets, though mostly fragmentary, have
so far been found in the excavations of Bogazkdy. They were once
collected and arranged in proper archives. Three archives, two
large and one smaller, were discovered within the palace of the
Great King, and another one in a building which was part of
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the greatest temple of the city, the temple of the Weather God
of Hatti. As for the contents of these archives, there is no proof
of a basic difference between those of the palace and that of the
temple. All kinds of texts that make up Hittite literature are
found in both places. There are, nevertheless, some exceptions.
Treaties concluded with vassal states or foreign powers were found
mostly in the archive of the great temple. The parties swore to
observe the regulations of the treaties while invoking the great
deities of the state. Hence these treaties were deposited in the
sacred precinct so that the gods might watch over their observance.
But here too there are exceptions. The most famous of all Hittite
treaties, concluded, as mentioned above, between Ramesses 11
of Egypt and Hattushili III, was not deposited in the temple
archive but in the royal palace. Permanently, one wonders, or
just temporarily and caught in the destruction? The letters ex-
changed with civil and military servants in the provinces (of which
unfortunately there are very few left) or with the dynasts of foreign
courts, were mostly found in the archives of the royal palace.
They clearly had to be at hand in the state chancellery for reference
in day-to-day correspondence. Obviously, we found not only the
incoming letters but also copies of those dispatched by order of
the king. Out of an excavated total of fifty-one letters between
Ramesses II and Queen Naptera of Egypt on the one hand, and
Hattushili IIT and his Queen Puduhepa on the other, only four
were discovered in the temple archives, against forty-six in the
archives of the palace.

What did such an archive look like, how was it arranged, and
how did it function? It is obvious that in a city which suffered
violent destruction and pillage, whatever survives of the archive
buildings is in ruinous condition. But a careful system of exca-
vation whereby even the smallest fragments were noted and their
findspots entered on the plan, made it possible to reconstruct an
archive room in the palace in its essential features (plate gb). The
walls, built of sun-dried mudbrick and a considerable amount
of wood, were destroyed by fire and turned into a hard, brick-
like substance. Nevertheless, it was still evident that low benches
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had once existed on the floors against the base of the walls. Partly
on these mud-plastered stone benches, and partly scattered over
the floor of the archive room, a great many clay tablets were
found, most of them broken. The debris overlying the floor con-
tained a great deal of burned wood near the benches, indications
that the tablets once stood on wooden shelves like our books today.
The shelves were set up along the walls, the stone benches serving
as their bases. In the great fire which destroyed the archive, the
shelves collapsed and the tablets fell to the floor, most of them
breaking to pieces. Close observation of the findspots, however,
allowed us not only to restore some almost complete large tablets
out of the fragments but also, though in regrettably few instances,
to ascertain in what order approximately the tablets had once
been arranged on the shelves. There was, incidentally, no system-
atic order according to contents, but this lack of systematization
may not always have prevailed in the archives of the Hittite capital.
Quite possibly the collections of clay tablets have come down to
us not in their original order but in a rearrangement which Great
King Tuthaliya IV (around 1250-1220 B.C.) was forced to make
due to circumstances to be described below. This may account
for the loss of a great many texts.

The clay tablets were written by scribes of whom many are
known to us by name, since they signed the texts they wrote. We
know that there were generations of scribes, in which this highly
respected Hittite office was transmitted from father to son. There
were schools for scribes, since a few tablets show by their contents
and ductus that they were exercises by beginners in the art of
writing. The Dub.Sar, the scribe of clay tablets, also had to look
after the arrangement and administration of the archives. Small
tablets of clay on which a text or a series of texts was indicated
by only a catchword probably served as labels. They occur in
all the archives of the Hittite capital, though by no means as
frequently as might be expected. Many must be lost. Presumably
they were set so their captions were visible and readable on the
shelves where the relevant tablets stood. There are also tablets
inscribed with very brief summaries of the texts which were, or
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should be, available; these were obviously catalogues of holdings.
For us they are of great value not only because they give an idea
of the way the archives were ordered and supervised, but also
because they list many works which have not survived but whose
titles we learn in this manner. The happiest hours of an excava-
tion are when, as in 1957 in Bogazkdy-Hattusha, such an archive
is exposed and a catalogue is found whose entries are partly pre-
served in the very same room. Who could fail to appreciate such
direct and personal contact with an institution of the distant past,
through millennia?

Numerous though the documents found in the archives may
be, the number of those relevant to the history or, for that matter,
the topography of the Hittite capital is deplorably meager. An
additional difficulty is that Hattusha often does not mean the
town but the country. When this is clearly indicated, as in an
Old Hittite text saying “he reigned in the land of Hattusha,” no
problem exists. Where, however, it says merely “Hattusha or
“Hatti” without any qualification, the name can only be related
to the capital if this is self-evident from the context. This is not
so in the literary text with the oldest known reference to Hatti.
It tells among other things that seventeen kings went to war
against Naram-Sin, the great ruler of Akkad (23rd century B.C.).
Among them were Zipani, king of Kanesh, and Pamba, king of
Hatti, both Anatolian dynasts, Kanesh being identical with the
mound of Kiiltepe near Kayseri. It used to be thought that this
inscription was partly fictitious and that at the Old Hittite court
Anatolian place-names and persons had been inserted in an Old
Babylonian literary work in order to lend it a local coloring. But
now we know that Sargon of Akkad and his crossing of the
Euphrates are referred to in the great document of Hattushili
I which was quoted at the beginning of this chapter. This means
that the 6o0o-year-old deeds of the kings of Akkad were still
remembered by the Old Hittite kings and lived on in their tradi-
tion. The judgment on the credibility of the Pamba text will
therefore have to be somewhat modified. Certainly the docu-
ment of Hattushili with the reference to Sargon ranks among the
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texts which can be regarded as annals, while the other, a literary
work, may have been composed with more license. But the fact
that one of the texts has proved to be reliable should dissuade
us from downright repudiation of the other account. Whether
we may consider this Pamba of Hatti to be a king who actually
resided in Bogazkoy itself at the time of Naram-Sin remains
uncertain, whatever one’s views of the text as such may be.

For the 19th and 18th centuries B.c., on the other hand, the
existence of the town is safely documented. Its name was then
Hattush and it was of some importance to the commercial activities
of the Old Assyrian merchants whose trading center was at Kanesh,
the Kiiltepe of today in Central Cappadocia. Among the known
trading settlements, the colony of Hattush played only a minor
part, although considerable transactions were carried out in various
directions, especially to and from Kanesh. The Old Assyrian
trading records excavated in Bogazkdy-Hattusha testify to the
presence and activity of Assyrian traders. That the town was a
karum or the seat of a karum, that is to say a formal trading
colony with appropriate officials, seems to be implied by a text
in the museum of Kayseri. Its contents have been known for a
long time but so far Bogazkoy has failed to yield references to
a karum Hattush.

Beside the Assyrian trading establishment there was in the same
location also a settlement of native Anatolian—we may call them
Hattian—inhabitants, the subjects of a dynasty residing in Hattush.
The last ruler of this dynasty is known thanks to a cuneiform
document which has come down to us in several copies written
in Hittite. This text was incorporated in the archives of the
later Hittite capital. It was copied repeatedly and carefully handed
down to posterity, because it describes the deeds of a king and
conqueror who originally resided in Kushshar, a city not yet
located. This Kushshar is, however, the city to which also the later
Hittite Great Kings traced their origin. In the famous text of
king Anitta of Kushshar the city is not only mentioned but for
the first time appears in connection with a specific event. We
read:
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for the second time came again Pijushti,
king of Hatti,
and whom he brought of his helpers, those
at the town of Salampa I defeated.

And further down:

And hunger plagued the city of Hattusha;

so I let it be. But when it was at last gravely afflicted
with hunger, Shiushmi surrendered it to

the god Halmashuitta; and during the night

I took it by assault. But in its place

I sowed weeds.

Him who will be king after me and

plant Hattusha again

the Weather God of Heaven shall hit!

Anitta, Lord of Kushshar, King of Nesha, is an important figure
known to us from documents from Alisar and Kiiltepe and also
from his inscribed dagger found in Kanesh some years ago. He
was a prince who achieved a sort of supremacy over other kings
of city-states of Central Anatolia and established the first kingdom
of considerable authority and size in that area. Among his con-
quests was the city which now appears under its Hittite name
Hattusha and no longer as the pre-Hittite Hattush. It is called
Hattusha, too, in a letter written in the time of Zimrilim, found
in the archives of Mari on the middle Euphrates.

Anitta destroyed the city and invoked the curse of the Weather
God of Heaven on anyone who should try to settle it again. And
yet, the city was resettled! This happened, at a conservative
estimate, at most a hundred years later and by a king who like
the destroyer Anitta traced his dynasty back to the very same city
of Kushshar, which in the initial period of his reign was certainly
one of his residences. This was King Hattushili I. In one of his
great documents he said of himself: ‘“Hattushili, the Great King,
King of Hattusha, the man from Kushshar.” Kushshar was still
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his personal residence but Hattusha was the administrative capital.
But after him the Hittite kings kept court and resided in Bogazkoy-
Hattusha. Murshili I, the immediate successor of Hattushili I,
actually “reigned in Hattusha.”

For the 400 years of history of Hattusha as the capital of the
Hittite Empire we learn of only three events from the records
in the archives, and even those are not unambiguous. In a
probably authentic personal report King Hantili claims to have
fortified Hattusha which “was in no way protected by walls be-
fore.” This would mean that the fortifications were erected shortly
after the middle of the 16th century; that they were actually the
first ones is open to doubt in spite of Hantili’s claim.

Some 150 years later, under the reign of the Great King
Tuthaliya III, ¢. 1400 B.C., the city suffered a great catastrophe.
A number of hostile hordes, among them the Pontic Kashka,
invaded Hatti-land. “And Hattusha, the city, was burnt down,
and only . . . and the hesti-house of . . . remained.” What
exactly i1s meant by hesti-house is not known. It has something
to do with offerings and the cult of the dead and is often mentioned
in connection with mausolea. In any case it was spared, perhaps
because it lay outside the city, while the city itself went up in
flames. But the city must have been rebuilt very soon, at least
in its essential parts, since under the reign of the next king,
Shuppiluliuma I, it is on record as existing and fully operative.

While the event just referred to occurred as the result of out-
side interference, the next event which is authenticated by the
Hittite archives was due to the initiative of the Hittite court and
the Hittite executive power. Hattushili III says of his brother
Muwatalli who reigned from 1305 to 1282:

Thereafter he moved the gods of Hatti and the
Manes away

and took them down to Dattashsha and

made Dattashsha his abode.

And in another passage:
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My brother took up the Hatti-gods,

the gods of Arinna

and the . . . gods and took them

to Dattashsha and made Dattashsha the residence
and sheltered the gods there . . .

And the place which

my brother Muwatalli had required for

the court, Dattashsha . . .

Thus the Great King Muwatalli moved the capital to a site which
we cannot pinpoint exactly, although other references show that
it definitely lay in what was then called the “Lower Land.” This
suggests an area in or south of the Taurus Mountains. From a
prayer of the same King Muwatalli we learn that the new residence
was in fact in Kummanni, in the region of ancient Comana in
Cataonia. This recently found prayer also explains why the
capital had to be transferred so far to the southeast: Hattusha
had been lost, certainly to enemies from without. Once again
hostile hordes, especially the Kashka people again, had invaded
from the Pontic Mountains. It was not because he wanted to be
nearer to Syria, at that time the principal scene of foreign entangle-
ments, nor because he considered it easier to cope with an immi-
nent military struggle with Egypt from a southern residence, that
Muwatalli gave up the traditional capital. These used to be con-
sidered the main reasons, but now we know that he was worried
by the exposed situation of the capital on the northern periphery
of the empire, Northern barbaric tribes overwhelmed it twice
within barely a hundred years. Thanks to the discovery of
Muwatalli’s prayer we can also make better sense now of a passage
in a text of his brother Hattushili who later became King
Hattushili IIT. He says of himself, while still the crown prince:

and then I met the enemy at Hahhas
and gave him battle. And Ishtar, my
mistress, helped me

and I conquered him. And his forces
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I led away.

But those he had with him from the great city of
Hattusha:

I took away from him and let them all live in their
former places. . . . And that was

my first deed as a man.

Although the young prince, the brother of the reigning king, had
saved the old capital, resettled its inhabitants, and beaten the
enemy, Muwatalli did not return to Hattusha, but made Dat-
tashsha his permanent residence. He apparently regarded this
transfer as binding for the future, since the gods (i.e. their statues)
and the spirits of the dead, the manes of the deceased ancestors,
were moved from the old to the new residence. One cannot help
wondering what condition the city was in after the court had
left and the administration had gone elsewhere with all its official
institutions, including presumably the state archives. We shall
come back to this briefly in a later chapter.

Muwatalli’s renunciation of the old capital did not last for
very long. His son, Great King Murshili III—as he was called
when he ascended the throne, his real name being Urhi-Teshub
—restored Hattusha’s position as the hereditary capital: “Urhi-
Teshub took the gods from Dattashsha up and returned them
to Hattusha.” He could do so more freely since Hattushili had
succeeded in securing the northern frontier of the empire. Thus
the threat to the capital seemed to be removed forever. Hattusha’s
loss of prestige was, therefore, confined to an episode of not more
than fifteen or twenty years. Thereafter it continues to be the
capital and the seat of the court until the downfall of the empire
around 1200 B.c. Documents referring to the last seventy to
eighty years of the city itself are lacking.

Historical records of the city and its internal events are then
disproportionately scanty. The Hittites contributed much to the
development of historiography and the Great Kings left the oldest
preserved examples of annalistic reports, some of them goo years
older than the earliest Assyrian ones, but they had remarkably
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little interest in the recording and transmission of their local
history. What little information we have of the history of the
city of Hattusha serves merely as the frame of a picture to which

only archaeology can lend contours and color. To this we shall
turn in the next chapter.
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HATTUSHA. THE CITY: LISTORIC L
DEVELOPMENT AND MONUMENTS

The cuneiform documents found in the archives of Hattusha
yield very little direct evidence for the history of the Hittite
capital. This is mainly because these documents deal with very
different topics, and throw only an occasional and indirect light

upon the life of the capital. Furthermore, the Hittites, unlike
certain other peoples of the ancient East, had not developed much
interest in topography and local history. And unlike the Babylo-
nians and Assyrians, they did not inscribe on a public building
details about 1its purpdse, its builder, and the time and occasion
of its erection. Whatever Hittite records of this kind have come
down to us merely give names of kings, as we shall see later; and
since such records were not found in situ and are fragmentary,
it is still open to doubt whether they originally belonged to
specific buildings.
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Another type of documentation which was in use in Mesopo-
tamia from Sumerian times and which supplies scholars with
an invaluable source of information is totally absent in Hittite
civilization. I refer to the tablets which form part of foundation*
deposits inserted in special locations under buildings. Owing to
the verbosity of the Babylonian kings, the text of their foundation
tablets is often almost as informative as that of the building in-
scriptions proper. It is true that the Hittites, too, knew the
custom of depositing foundation offerings and were conscious of
the magic effect of such provisions. This is evident from building
rituals which mention the fact that perishable and imperishable
votive objects were placed under the foundations—these ranging
from offerings of fruit and miniature tools to offerings of bronze
statuettes of gods and winged bulls. One of these texts tells of
copper as a foundation offering: “Just as the copper is safe and
as 1t 1s moreover solid, let this temple be safe, let it stand solidly
on the dark earth.” It is obvious that these words express the
same sort of belief in magic as existed in ancient Mesopotamia.
There is, of course, as noted above, a difference in that the Hittite
offerings lack the foundation tablets and are primarily silent wit-
nesses yielding no comment on the building itself.

Lacking literary sources of the type which in the ancient center
of the Near East are so copious even for the hlstory of individual
towns, we must—for the Hittite capital—rely more than ever
on strlctly archaeologlcal sources, that is, the results provided by
excavation. Even here a caveat is in order. The city at the time
of its greatest expansion, in the 13th century B.c., measured 414
acres. It was, therefore, much smaller than the Babylon of
Nebuchadnezzar or, for that matter, the Nineveh of Sargon II.
However, Hattusha enters a special class, for example, when we
contrast its 414 acres with the 131 acres occupied by Assur in
the 12th century B.c. Viewed in the context of its own age, the
area of the city of Hattusha is very large indeed. This alone
proves that it was a community of major importance. The exca-
vations so far have revealed only some aspects of this metropolis,
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though I fancy they are the important ones. Vast sections of the
center, however, have not yet been touched and may have major
surprises in store for us. '

From the size alone of the city area in the 13th century B.C.,
during the period immediately preceding the fall of Hattusha,
we could conclude that this township had grown slowly in several
stages from modest beginnings (fig. §). This has been corroborated
by the excavations, which, in their present state, have revealed four
principal phases of the history of Bogazkoy (plate 4):

1 Small settlements of the latest phase of the Early Bronze
Age and of the transition from Early to Middle Bronze Age.

2 Pre-Hittite Hattush of the 1gth and 18th centuries B.c.

and the Old Assyrian trade establishment (so-called karum

_ FHartush):

g attusha as the capital of the Old Hittite Kingdom in the
16th and 15th centuries B.c.

Ao il capital of the Hittite Empire in the 14th and 13th
centuries B.C.

The first and oldest settlement was not founded in virgin
territory. Habitation sites which date back at least to the second
phase of the Early Bronze Age have been traced in the valley north
of Bogazkoy (fig. 4). They have also been traced in the seemingly
inhospitable mountainous country south of Bogazkoy. A site near
 Ciradere, four miles to the southeast, belongs to the Central
~ Anatolian Early Bronze Age II and III periods and may even
go back to Chalcolithic times! There are finds of the Early Bronze
Age 1I period also from and near Buytikkaya, very close to
Bogazkdy and from Ballikkaya directly to the north of Yazilikaya.
Hitherto none of these settlements has been closely investigated
and we know them only from stray finds. However, in the autumn
of 1966, in a trial excavation at Ballikkaya, we discovered at a
slight depth beneath the surface the foundations of a one-room
house of the Early Bronze Age and found this settlement of the
third millennium to be comparatively well preserved. The exca-

vation was continued in 1967.

28



Figure 4. Map of Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age sites in the vicin-
ity of Bogazkdy (Bogazkale): 1. Salmankdy; 2. Ciradere; 3. Yarikkaya;
4. Biiyiikkaya; 5. Emirler; 6. Tikman; 4. Outside Yerkapi; 8. Above
Kayali Bogaz; 9. Kormukaya; 10. Near the Bogazkdy-su; 11. Kamiscikte-
Hiiytik

29



HATTUSHA: CAPITAL OF THE HITTITES

These hamlets and farmsteads of the Early Bronze Age in the
neighborhood of Bogazkdy are settlements not directly connected
with Hattusha and cannot, therefore, be included in its early
history. They merely prove settlement in the area of which the
city was later to become a part. But we enter a new phase with
the transitional period which led from the third into the second
millennium B.c. Two places within the city area were now
settled: “one on the rock of Biiyiikkale, represented by levels IVd
and Va-, the other at the foot of the northern spur of this hill,
on a terrace in the immediate vicinity of a perennial spring (fig. 5).
In the latter case, the water and the proximity to cultivable land
were presumable inducements to settlement; at Buyiikkale it
must have been the natural defense offered by the rocky hill. We
do not know whether the two sites were connected from the start,
in spite of their separate locations, or whether they existed as
independent communities, to be united at a later stage. They
were, at any rate, the nucleus of the city—as far as we can judge
today—and mark the beginning of its history. The very choice
of their location points to two advantages which during the entire
history of Hattusha proved to be important factors: the occurrence
of water in an otherwise arid region and a terrain favorable to
the exploitation of natural defenses.

In both these locations later construction disrupted the earlier
levels to such an extent that we have only isolated wall sections
of most of the houses, but no complete ground plans. For the
same reason it is impossible to determine the size and the layout
of these settlements. Nevertheless, it would certainly be wrong
to dismiss them as insignificant or even primitive communities.
A house of Biiyiikkale level Vc is well enough preserved to give
some idea about its size and interior subdivision (fig. 6). It had
at least eight rooms on different levels, adjusted to the slightly
sloping ground and terraced accordingly. Staircases built of stone
and covered with plaster connected the upper and the lower rooms.
A room containing an oven and a hearth is clearly a kitchen, and
the adjoining room, with its large clay vessels, must have been
a storage room. In two places charred wooden doors were found

30



HATTUSHA

NN EXCAVATED NN HYPOTHETICAL

/l
/ ¢ &
/ \
/ 3
/ i
/ TEMPLE
h /
RN /
\\ / {
\\ / (\
N \
[RSNC
| \
| N
| N
| AN
/ \
\

P

\\\\\ N(ARUM HATTUS
\

/
\\\ // K
N / </\
\r’\

[N
” >4 TEMPLE |
|

// \\\
: NN /
/\\\

Figure 5. Habitation areas in Bogazkdy

A. in the early Bronze III period. B. in the Old Assyrian period

0

100
iL

200
L

i
300
i

400
1

500m
J

&



BUYUKKALE
HOUSE OF LEVEL Vc

0 5km
R Pt gy

SECTION A-A

Figure 6. House plan of Biiyiikkale level Vc

32



HATTUSHA: HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND MONUMENTS

as they had fallen to the ground when knocked from their pivots
during the destruction of the house. The better preserved one
measures 1.80 by 0.85 meters, a quite respectable size. The impos-
ing building, which measured about 19 by 15 meters, contained
a wealth of finds, especially in pottery. A giant-spouted pitcher
has handles of unparalleled design, decorated with rams’ heads
and lion protomes. On the shoulder on each side of the base of
the handle is an ibex in high relief (plate ).

Yet it 1s not the finds, instructive as they are, which lend special
significance to this house, but rather its ground plan, the interior
subdivision, and the adaptation to the sloping ground. The free-
standing building, the juxtaposition of the rooms upon the prin-
ciple of simple addition, the habit of staggering the partition walls
instead of continuing them in a straight line, the use of offsets
in the outer wall—here to be seen at least in the front of the house
—and, finally, the terracing of the ground: all these are full-
fledged, Old Anatolian architectural traits which remained domi-
nant in central Asia Minor for nearly a millennium until the end
of Hittite Hattusha. These architectural principles we shall meet
again, although on a monumental scale, in the buildings of the
14th and 13th centuries B.c., which in this respect betray them-
selves as descendants of pre-Hittite architecture, of the local,
native ways of building. To my knowledge, this building of
Biyiikkale level Vc is the oldest extant witness to this long-lasting
tradition. The size and the number of rooms in this instance
prove, however, that we are not yet at the beginning of the series.
This house surely takes its place in an evolution which starts in
earlier, still-unexplored stages.

Level V of Biiyiikkale has six sublevels, VEVa (Va being the
latest) in the area investigated. The house just discussed belongs,
as noted above, to V¢, a settlement which perished in a great
conflagration, as attested by a heavy, burned layer in the entire
excavated area. The settlements of levels Vi-Vc on Biyiikkale
and 9-8d on the northern terrace of the city are essentially con-
temporary with levels IV and III of the karum Kanesh of Kiiltepe,
This is proved by ample ceramic finds and particularly by the
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Figure 7. Selection of typical pottery shapes:
A. lower city, House on the Slope area level g

{

co-existence of hand and wheel-made pottery, although here—in
the north—details of shape and workmanship differ somewhat
from the types current in the southern culture represented by
Kanesh (fig. 7). The beginnings of Biiyiikkale 'V and the lower
city 9, however, may go back a little further than karum Kanesh
IV, presumably to the final phase of the third millennium B.c.
This, then, represents the earliest hitherto known occupation
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.’

B. lower city, House on the Slope area levels 8b-a

within the city area of Hattusha, too late to be identified with
the Hatti of King Pamba which appears in the above-mentioned
text of Naram-Sin. We thus at present have no archaeological
evidence which might convert the legendary tradition into his-
torical reality.

In the following, second period of the history of the city, the
focal points of the occupation are in the two areas already men-
tioned: Biiylikkale with levels Vb-a and IVd and the terrace at
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the foot of the northwest slope with levels 8b and 8a. In the later
phase of this period, however, the area of occupation is widened
considerably. The site gradually acquires the character of a city,
not only in size, but also in its internal administration and organi-
zation. These facts, to be studied in some detail later on, allow
us to see this development as a particularly important period
in the history of the city. There is, of course, no sudden break
with the past, but rather an unmistakable evolution of the local
culture based on the achievements of the first period. In level
8b of the north slope, the pottery, e.g., is still very similar to
that of level 9. Hand-made ware still occurs, but is gradually
outnumbered by wheel-made ware. In the later phase of this
period—Ilevel 8a of the northwest slope and level IVd on Biiytik-
kale—wheel-made ware predominates and is superior in form
and quality. The potter’s art in fact reaches a peak during this
period. Nevertheless, the syntax of these vases is thoroughly based
on tradition. New qualities are the tightening of the shapes, the
relative proportions of the elements of the vases, the noticeable
dependency of clay vessels on metallic prototypes and the virtu-
osity of the potter in using his new device, the wheel.

In architecture, tradition also prevails. This is quite apparent,
for example, in a house of level IVd on Biiyiikkale which has a
a nucleus of at least six rooms and a court (fig. 8). To its south side,
in a second stage of building, small and very small irregular rooms
were added. They were used for commercial purposes since they
contained many storage vessels and a large number of stamped,
clay bullae which had once been attached to wooden crates and
boxes (fig. 9). The nucleus of this house, in subdivision and
layout, is very similar to that of the house of the first period dis-
cussed earlier. :

FThe settlement on Biiyiikkale (IVd) was protected by a fortifi-
cation wall, parts of which were exposed in 1964. It consisted of a
solid, rough-stone foundation with a superstructure of mudbrick.
It is still uncertain whether this wall extended far enough down
the slope to include the settlement at the northern base of the rock.
Stray finds, however, suggest that the slope, especially its milder
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Figure 8.
House plan of Buyiikkale level 1Vd



Figure 9. A-C. Bullae with stamp seal impressions, Biiyiikkale level
IVd. Diameter 0.009-0.018 m.
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inclines and possibly also some artificially leveled terraces, could
have been entirely covered with buildings. It would seem possible
that in this period, the previously isolated settlement areas (of
period 1) coalesced to form a single large community.

During the later phase of this period of the city’s history, a settle-
ment was founded on hitherto nearly unoccupied ground farther
north, on two terraces nearest the valley. Its size can be approxi-
mately assessed, although only a part of it has until now been
excavated as a unit. The results, however, are instructive enough.
The habitation area is crowded, but has some degree of regularity.
All the buildings are uniformly oriented northeast-southwest and
consist of complexes of varying though respectable size with a
considerable number of rooms (fig. 10). Each unit is bordered on
all four sides by paved alleys, usually provided with drainage chan-
nels. From these alleys, one entered directly into the courtyard
through a special passage. Around the court were the individual
rooms whose respective purposes are indicated by the presence of
hearths, ovens, and vessels for storage and supplies (plate 6a). The
occupant of each house was obviously at liberty to arrange his
establishment freely within the given limits; however, the general
layout was planned at a higher level and on a communal basis.
Nobody was allowed to add to his estate at will, but he was bound
to the regulations of a collective community. The great number
of rooms in the houses is not only due to economic needs, including
the establishment of offices, but also the result of architectural
restriction to a single storey of building. The relatively weak stone
socles which supported equally thin walls of mud-brick show quite
clearly that the houses could not have been more than one storey
high. Almost all of these houses, it may be noted, have three phases
of building, noticeable in that the floors and the hearths were
raised twice without important structural alterations in the build-
ings themselves. Judging from the life span and strength of mod-
ern Anatolian houses, which in material and structure are largely
similar to these old buildings, the latter can hardly have lasted
more than half a century.

The ground plans of the houses are never unfamiliar. They
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Figure 10. Plan of the karum Hattush, lower city level 4

varied somewhat in details, but basically they followed the form
and structure of those we met in the earliest settlement on the
site. of Hattusha. There is little doubt that these houses and,
indeed, those of the entire settlement so far as it has been exca-
vated, were erected by local workmen following old, native meth-
ods of house building. And yet, they were building for foreign
residents, some of whom we even know by name. There are, for
instance, one Da-a, son of Il1-Bani, and one Shamashtaklaku, of
whom we have cuneiform texts in Old Assyrian from this settle-
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ment. In two instances, the tablets were so numerous that we may
see them as small archives of the respective residents who were the
heads of trading firms. Of the Old Assyrian documents found in
Bogazkdy (plate 6b), only one comes from Biiyiikkale, two are
from other parts of the city, but about sixty from the settlement
just described. Here, no doubt, the Assyrian trading organization
had its center, here was the karum Hattush, the trading post of
Hattush. These documents contain only Assyrian names, no native
ones. The impressions of cylinder seals on the envelopes show,
without exception, Mesopotamian, non-Anatolian motifs. Among
the very few extant original seals of this type, there is, nevertheless,
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an occasional specimen of an indigenous style, while the numerous
stamp seals are entirely of local provenance (plate 7). In this
period, then, the site steps out of the prehistoric darkness into
the light of history. Its name occurs for the first time and in its
Hattian form. Commercial and legal transactions contained in the
documents show that Hattush was incorporated into the organi-
zation of the Old Assyrian trading colonies in Anatolia. To judge
by the available texts, in this case, the faraway “City,” meaning
Assur itself on the Tigris, played a more important role than the
relatively nearby karum Kanesh, the main Assyrian colony in
Anatolia. This does not mean, however, that there were no rela-
tions with karum Kanesh. Hattush occurs quite often among the
thousands of business documents found at Kiiltepe. So there was
trade.

What period are we dealing with and how does this city of
Hattush compare with its contemporary counterparts in Central
Anatolia? Every attempt at a classification will have to start from
the important and fruitful results of the excavations carried out
by our Turkish colleagues in the karum Kanesh, the main As-
syrian settlement. It is well known that this principal colony has
two distinct phases of development: karum Kanesh level II which
with its innumerable trade records represents the floruit of the
colony, and the more recent karum level Ib with far fewer records,
showing a considerable fall off in trade and activity, and pre-
sumably also a change in the relationship between the Assyrians
and the indigenous dynasties. The settlement of level II was
destroyed by a great fire; the reconstruction in level Ib took
place after a brief interval which cannot yet be measured in exact
numbers of years. These are stratigraphic facts which have been
secured by numerous observations at Kiiltepe. They cannot simply
be pushed aside, as has recently been done by Paul Garelli in his
book Les Assyriens en Cappadoce, in favor of theories which are
incompatible with the archaeological data.

In the opinion of Garelli, there is only a single karum Kanesh,
namely, that of level II, and no second phase of this colony. To
him, the business documents found in level Ib are contemporary
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with those of level 11, stirred up from the earlier level in the course
of later building operations. The later building level actually
would have belonged to a period after the fall of the karum Kanesh.
The observations at Hattush are entirely at variance with this
theory and speak undoubtedly for the correctness of the interpre-
tation of the excavators of Kiiltepe. This deserves a brief justifica-
tion in the present context.

The Assyrian trading establishment of Hattush, judging by the
archaeological context of the tablets, turned out to be contempo-
rary with karum Kanesh Ib. The pottery at the two sites is related
and many of the shapes are identical. This holds good not only
for individual pieces, but also for groups of vessels customarily
used together as “tableware.” There are also parallels in ritual
objects. A lead figure of a male deity from Hattush (plate 8a) has
a counterpart in karum Kanesh Ib, and casting moulds of a goddess
standing on an animal and holding animals in her hands, a Potnia
Theron, occur in Hattush as well as in Kanesh (plate 8b). More-
over, the two sites practice similar ways of building. Decisive is
what Heinrich Otten and Kemal Balkan proved. The occurrence
of certain names of merchants and of specific Assyrian limus, that
1s, annual officials, in the Old Assyrian documents from Hattush
makes them contemporary with those from Alisar and karum
Kanesh Ib, thus dating them to the time of Shamshi-Adad I of
Assyria or—in terms of the so-called short chronology—to the years
between 1749 and 1717 B.c.. This then is a certified period for the
existence of the trading colony at Hattush. It must, however, have
been quite a bit older and may have reached back before the
middle of the 18th century, probably even well into the 19th cen-
tury B.c. In the tablets of karum Kanesh II, the older and main
phase of the Central Assyrian trading colony, Hattush occurs a
number of times, e.g. as the residence of business partners. Hat-
tush, then, was already involved in the business transactions and
the site of a trading colony. Yet, unlike Kanesh, Hattush has not
yielded a single trade document from this older period of the kind
contemporary with karum Kanesh II. The same is true of the site
of Alisar midway between Hattush and Kanesh. Seventy tablets

45



HATTUSHA: CAPITAL OF THE HITTITES

and fragments are known from that site, all of which—so far as they
are datable—again belong to the period of karum Kanesh Ib.
These facts are apt to raise some questions though by no means of
such radical implications as Garelli’s. It is astonishing indeed that
for the floruit of the Assyrian trading organization we have docu-
ments from one place only, namely, from Kanesh itself. Their
number runs into thousands and is constantly increased in the
course of the continuing excavations. The documents, on the other
hand, from places outside the karum Kanesh, namely, Alisar and
Hattush, belong precisely to that phase which is marked by reces-
sion and a considerable shrinkage of business transactions. We
should have expected the chronological and regional distribution
of such tablets to have been just the reverse. I am, however, con-
vinced that in this case, statistics are deceptive, at least in Hattush.

The finds of levels Vb, Va, and the older IVd on Biiyiikkale,
and of 8b on the northwest slope of the citadel evidently are
roughly contemporary with karum Kanesh II. A number of lion-
shaped vessels from Hattush (plate 9) and vases of very typical
forms (plate 10a) found together with them either have exact
parallels at Kanesh or, especially in the case of the animal-shaped
vessels, are so close to counterparts at Kanesh that they cannot be
very far apart in time. This Hattush of the karum Kanesh II
period, however, passes into the later phase of period 2 of the
history of the city without a break; the habitation area is merely
expanded. The catastrophe which hit Kanesh II left Hattush un-
touched. Hattush has no corresponding conflagration level (de-
struction level). It has no business documents of the relevant
trading companies, and this was no doubt due to the fact that no
incident had befallen the settlement to bury the tablets under a
layer of conflagration debris as had happened at the karum Kanesh.
The records, instead, remained in the hands of their owners who
kept them as long as needed, and at the end of the transaction and
after expiration of its terms either destroyed them, or moved them
somewhere else. We cannot expect large holdings of such records
to have survived. In Hattush, too, only those records survived
which happened to be in the establishments just before the Assyr-

46



HATTUSHA: HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND MONUMENTS

1an trading colony perished in a violent destruction. This event oc-
curred at the end of level IVd of Biiyiikkale, of 8a on the north-
west slope, and at the end of 4, the latest phase on the lower city
terrace. According to the date given by the tablets—a date post
quem—Kkarum Hattush was destroyed in the late 18th century s.c.

This must have meant not merely the fall of an Assyrian trading
colony, but of a whole city whose actual core consisted of a settle-
ment of Hattian residents living under the rule of a native Hattian
dynasty. Such a pattern is also known for a number of other cities
of Central Anatolia of this period. In each case, the Assyrian
colony was an adjunct of a native community. We cannot yet
prove this in detail for Hattush, but very probably we may con-
sider Biiyiikkale as the seat of the prince and the settlement at the
foot of this citadel as that of his Anatolian subjects. The Assyrian
trade-post was a close adjunct and neighbor. This entire com-
munity fell victim to a great catastrophe attested everywhere by
a heavy burned layer which covers the ruined houses. Not a single
building was re-erected after this destruction.

We may confidently identify this fall of the city of Hattush with
an event in the literary tradition, viz. the conquest of the city of
King Pijushti of Hatti by King Anitta of Kushshar-Nesha which
we know from a text quoted verbatim in the preceding chapter:
“and during the night I took it by assault. But in its place I sowed
weeds.” Anitta belongs in the exact period referred to by the Old
Assyrian records of Hattush. A document from Alisar makes
Anitta contemporary with the latest phase of the Old Assyrian trad-
ing colonies. Originally a local prince, he rose to become the ruler
over a kingdom which included a number of previously inde-
pendent principalities. Finds of the last twenty years allow us to
trace his career in some, though not great, detail. One stage on the
road of the conqueror Anitta was the capture and the destruction
of Hattush.

Somewhat over a hundred years later, the Hittite Great King
Hattushili I chose these ruins as the site upon which to build the
capital of his empire and to establish his residence. We know his
motives for deciding on a location relatively so far to the north
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in Anatolia. And it is clear that the area of the old city of Hattush
commended itself because of its natural advantages. Perhaps some
of its old traditions may also have played a part.

The natural advantages are particularly striking when one views
the city area from the northern valley. It is a strongly diversified
terrain with a rise of nearly goo yards in just over a mile. This
area, with an over-all slope from south to north, is broken up by
numerous valleys, depressions, rocks, inclines, and plateaus which
made building operations rather difficult. But against this draw-
back stand major advantages. The domain of the city is set off from
its surroundings by deep gorges carrying water throughout the
year. It was a natural stronghold which, with artificial fortifica-
tions, would provide effective protection, and it had an ample
supply of water.

Of the Old Hittite Hattusha of the 16th and 15th centuries, the
third period of the city’s history, regrettably little has been recov-
ered by the excavations as yet. On Biiyiikkale, level IVc (with three
sublevels) belongs to this period; in the northern part of the city—
roughly where the karum Hattush had once been—Ilevel § (with
two sublevels) is the pertinent stratum. Surely the kings held court
on Biiylikkale, yet of the residence only insignificant remnants sur-
vive since much was demolished in the course of later building
operations. The fragmentary buildings discovered there and in the
northern part of the city make it evident that the architecture still
adhered to the forms familiar from the older (first and second)
periods.

Limited though our information about the details of Old

Hittite Hattusha may be, at least the size of the city site at the
end of this period—that is, during the 15th century—is suffi-
ciently clear. It included the area defined at the south by the tower-
ing fortress of Bliyiikkale and in the north by the junction of two
valleys, the eastern Biiyiikkaya-deresi and the western Kizlarkaya-
deresi. This whole region, of a maximum length of 3/ mile and a
maximum width of slightly over 14 mile, was enclosed by a city
wall which we may perhaps consider the work of Great King
Hantili who ruled about 1520 B.c. He is known to have fortified
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Hattusha, but in any case, whoever erected the fortifications fol-
lowed older principles of military architecture. The city wall,
8 meters thick, stands on an artificial rampart and consists of a
high substructure of coarse masonry built with an inner and outer
face connected by cross-walls. The resulting compartments were
filled with rubble, adding up to a solid substructure which carried
the superstructure of mudbrick, the latter rising to a height of
at least 6 meters. This type of “casemate-wall” is known from a
much earlier period; such a construction at Alisar dates to the 18th
century B.C. The same is true of the posterns in the city wall of Old
Hittite Hattusha, subterranean passages built in corbeled tech-
nique. At least one example of this type of postern occurs in Alisar,
again as early as the 18th century. So, the Old Hittite kings fol-
lowed native usage also in building their fortifications, although
on the stony and rocky ground of Hattusha, masonry predominated
over constructions of mudbrick.

To erect the city wall on an artificial rampart higher than the
ground in front, thus forming an effective glacis, was demanded by
the art of warfare of that time. At the siege of Urshu which took
place in the latter years of the reign of Hattushili I, a battering
ram and a siege tower are already mentioned.

The temples of the Old Hittite city, partly known to us from
literary traditions, have not yet been located. From the document
of Hattushili I referred to in Chapter I, to quote but one of the
Old Hittite texts, we know that several sanctuaries must have
existed. The text mentions a temple of the Sun Goddess of Arinna
and one of Mezulla. A temple of the Weather God also occurs in
other texts; it may have stood on the same site as the largest temple
of the city of the 14th and 13th centuries 8.c. Should this assump-
tion prove to be correct, then it would remain forever beyond our
reach since the later sanctuary stands on an impenetrable terrace
constructed of enormous boulders.

Within level IVc of Biiytikkale, there is an extensive burned
destruction level. Since it belongs to the phase of Biiyiikkale IVcg,
it 1s considerably too early for the destruction of Hattusha which
written sources report for the time of Great King Tuthaliya III.
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At present, we have no material evidence directly connected with
this event. But there are indirect repercussions in the archaeologi-
cal sequence, for immediately after 1400 B.C., as will be explained
in detail in Chapter III, a thorough remodeling started on the
entire lower plateau of Buiylikkale—the royal palace—and at the
same time, the city itself was rebuilt. This is level IVb of Biyiik-
kale and level 2 of the lower city. These proceedings usher in that
period of the history of the city which we shall call the fourth, the
period of the 14th and 13th centuries during which Hattusha was
the capital of the Hittite Great Empire.

During this time span of barely 200 years, Hattusha acquired the
charatter of a great city of its age, the impressive seat of an empire
and a court which belonged among the leading powers of the world
at that time. It survives in a series of monuments, some never
buried, others recovered by excavations. The dominant features
are five great temples, an ambitious expansion of the old city site,
and the royal court, the saray of the Great Kings of Biiyiikkale to
be discussed in the following chapter. We will here briefly examine
some aspects and details.

The extension incorporated into the city an area double the
size of the site of the old town. In laying out the wall, the builders
skillfully exploited the ridge above the steep slopes of the Biiyiik-
kaya-deresi in the east and the Yazir-deresi in the west. In the
south, a natural depression at the highest point, today called Yer-
kap: (fig. 11; plate 11) was artificially deepened and widened to
form a fosse which isolated the town from the adjoining plateau
further to the south. At Kizlarkaya, on the one hand, and at Bi-
yiikkale on the other, the new city-wall was tied in with the old
“city. #At least five gates, three on the west side and two on the east,
gave access from the outside to this new part of the city. They all
represent the same type: towers flanking the outer gateway, gates
with parabolic arches formed by large blocks, a gate-chamber which
"could be closed on both sides by heavy, wooden, bronze-covered
folding doors (fig. 12; plate 12). Both sets of doors opened to the
inside of the gate-chamber allowing defense in either direction.
Inside the gate-chamber, the holes into which the bolts fitted and
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Figure 11. City wall near Yerkapi. Reconstruction

the door sockets are still visible, and to the left and right, beam-
holes show where the heavy cross-bars were fixed in place to secure
the closed doors. These are, therefore, relatively simple gates, in
fact just openings at right angles to the city wall without any
special strategic refinements to block entry. But this weakness is
offset by the two strong flanking towers. In addition, the enemy
approaching the gates from the outside had no choice but to follow
a ramp along the city wall to reach the gate entrance. The attacker
was thus exposed to the defenders posted on the chemin de ronde
of the city wall.

Archive K of the royal citadel has yielded a document which
relates (exceptionally, in Hittite literature) an incident of real
life, here concerning a city gate. It is an instruction to the Ha-
zannu, the “Burgomaster” of the capital Hattusha. Its author is
King Arnuwanda. It is not clear whether he is the third king of
this name, which would date the text to the latter decades of the
13th century, or an earlier king of the same name, which would
mean the second half of the 15th or the 14th century. It reads:

“You, Burgomaster, be very careful in matters of the guard,
and in Hattusha the guard shall be well controlled.”

And further on:

“When they lift the copper bolts on the gate in the morning
. . when you have sent your son or servant to open the
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doors, when the seal on the gate ‘turns,’ then afterwards a
man from Hatti or a commanding officer, or whoever is on
duty, shall together examine the seal at the gate and open the

gate accordingly. They shall carry the copper bolts back to
the house and put them down in their place.”

Some passages of this text are not easy to understand, but it is
clear that gates were not only carefully closed at night, but also
that the locks were always sealed, and that the closing of the doors
in the evening and the opening in the morning was performed
under the strict supervision of functionaries for whom the Ha-
zannu, the Burgomaster, was responsible to the King. Considering
that the old and new town between them had at least seven gates,
these people were sufficiently occupied in discharging this duty.
Finally, a letter found in 1964 in Hattusha testifies to the care with
which the fortifications were tended and maintained. It was ad-
dressed to the king by an official called Kashshu to report on the
inspection of fortifications in need of repair.

The fortification wall of the new city closely follows the model
of that of the old city. It, too, is a casemate wall erected on a high
rampart. However, unlike the fortifications of the old city, it has
a lower wall built in front of the main wall, with towers corre-
sponding to intervals between the main towers. The course of the
walls was not determined by practical considerations only. This
is most noticeable where the wall reaches the highest point of the
city, at the so-called Yerkapi. Here we have an interrelated, stra-
tegic design: the main wall and the lower wall standing on a high
artificial rampart, a postern leading straight through the rampart
for a length of 71 meters, and two staircases leading down along
the paved outer slope of the rampart to the right and left. The
postern and the gate-tower located exactly above it form the axis.
The stairs make identical angles to this axis; their extension
upwards meets the main wall at points where its course changes at
an equal angle on both sides. This is a strictly symmetrical and
consistent design, with each element firmly fixed in the total com-
plex—a kind of planning directed by much more than considera-
tions of efficiency (fig. 11, plate 11).
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We may perhaps reconstruct this city wall on the analogy of two
small finds which came to light in 1957. They are fragments of
two vessels, one of them very large and more than half preserved,
the other preserved only in a rim fragment of a white slipped and
polished vessel. This rim is shaped like a crenellated wall sur-
mounted by projecting, rectangular towers, also crenellated (plate
10b). These towers, two storeys high, have four oblong openings—
two at the front and one on each side. The longitudinal beams
which appear in the face of the wall are indicated by engraved
lines, while the double ends of the crossbeams project outwards.
It seems most likely that this is a miniature imitation of con-
temporary fortification architecture. The vases were found in a
context which dates them to the 14th century.

Within the so-called new town, there are four monumental
buildings which we may consider as temples. Since in the same
period of the city’s history a large sanctuary was also erected in
the center of the old city, we should here briefly discuss religious
buildings in the Hittite capital in general, at the risk of repeating
some well-known facts.

Of the four temples of the new city, three are located not far
apart in the eastern zone of the highest part of the town (plate 13a).
An enclosure wall, traced for some length, suggests that they all
stood together in a temenos. In their choice of the location for
each temple, the builders exhibited great skill. An observer stand-
ing on the wall at Yerkap: and looking down on them immedi-
ately feels that they lie exactly where they should, that their sites
have been chosen with an extraordinary sensitivity to the terrain
and the setting. Each temple is moved forward to the edge of a
small projecting plateau. Thus, each one of these buildings is set
off against its surroundings and is visible from a long way away.
The view must have been especially good from the north, where
the valley is. For seen from there, three large temples dominated
the rising ground of the city; behind them ran the still higher
circuit of the city wall. The position of the temple in the old city
is equally striking, though in a different way (plate 13b). Rising
ground, which was naturally available in the new city, here had to
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be created artificially. The ground originally had some spurs of
bedrock; a massive terrace was built on these with compactly set
boulders; and on this terrace, the temple was erected. While not
so steep to the south and west, it stands out all the more to the
east and north, where the residential district came closest.

All five temples of Hattusha unmistakably represent a uniform
type, although they vary in details (figs. 13, 14). Common features
are: the entrance portal at the front, nearly always lying in the
axis of the courtyard; pillared halls along the courtyard at least
on one side; the location of the adyton at the back, not directly
accessible from the court nor in line with the axis of the entrance
portal and the court, but shifted sideways. Moreover, the indi-
vidual rooms are not related to the court, but are arranged in
groups which receive light from outside windows. Even the ady-
ton thus lay in broad daylight. The portal, the courtyard, and the
adyton are, therefore, the basic elements, while the other parts
could be designed more freely. Accordingly, Temple I, for in-
stance, and also, to a certain extent, Temple V, have straight
facades, whereas the others have notably restless, offset exteriors.
That 1s an inheritance of Old Anatolian architecture, samples of
which we have already seen. In other respects, too, it seems to me,
these monumental buildings are thoroughly within the local archi-
tectural tradition. The main architectural component of the
temple, the unit including the adyton, is still nearly autonomous
in Temple I and stands by itself, perhaps an indication of the
greater age of this sanctuary. In the other cult buildings, this
unit is—more or less in Temple V and completely in Temples II-
IV—incorporated into the temple itself. However, this particular
unit, which means the nucleus of the cult building, 1s in layout
and arrangement reminiscent of the architecture of the first period
of the city. The “House of the God” therefore appears to adhere
fundamentally to the old conceptions, although on a monumental
scale and with the addition of the propylon, the court and the
pillared halls. Unfortunately, we are unable as yet to corroborate
this assumption either in Hattusha or in any other site in Hittite
territory from the evidence of older cult buildings. There is not
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a single building from Old Hittite or even pre-Hittite times in
Central Anatolia known to have served unquestionably as a temple.

We said “House of the God,” but the question arises: of which
god or gods? Temple V in the upper city with its two adyta, each
with a base for the cult-statue, was probably a double temple of
two deities. But neither here nor in any of the other temples do
we have an indication as to the identity of the gods in question.
The large temple in the lower city, a huge building surrounded
on all sides by storage rooms and situated in a precinct of its own,
separated from the rest of the lower city by a wall with a gate, may
have been the temple of the Weather God of Hatti. This is sug-
gested by clay tablets found in its eastern storerooms in 1962. If
50, this may also have been a double temple, for one of the tablets
contains the following text:

“Weather God of Heaven and Sun Goddess of Arinna: the
gold and silver reserve has been examined. The deity has now
been made as a statue in silver covered with gold in the shape
of a bull standing on all fours. Two new temples in a build-
ing-complex for the Weather God of Heaven and the Sun God-
dess of Arinna have been built.”

If Temple I was that of the Weather God of Hatti, does the
temple of the Sun Goddess of Arinna lie westward of it, but in
the same temenos, where some storerooms already excavated, sepa-
rated from the eastern complex by a road, were probably part of a
second sacred building? Excavations started in this area in the
summer of 1967 will furnish further evidence.

Due to the very uneven ground, secular building in the upper
part of the city was not dense. There were mostly single houses,
the more pretentious ones standing on specially erected terraces.
On the northern, more level terrain, however, houses were crowded
in close to one another—an architectural characteristic of oriental
towns of all times. Part of a residential quarter has been excavated
there which is separated from the sacred precinct of Temple I by
a heavy double wall, partly buttressed. Here, too, the houses are
thoroughly in the Old Anatolian tradition, but they are built in
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blocks so closely together that sometimes the outer walls touch,
making it difficult to differentiate the individual premises. If we
had private and legal records, so far almost totally lacking, there
would probably be plenty of evidence for quarrels over property.
We have, instead, a hint of another urgent concern in the above-
mentioned instruction for the Hazannu, the Burgomaster. It says:

“Furthermore, the overseer, who is up there in Hattusha,
when he calls the watchmen to the look-out, cries out at the
first nightwatch: Extinguish the fire! And at the middle
nightwatch he cries out: The fire shall be guarded!”

The danger of fire was ubiquitous because of the copious use of
wood in monumental and ordinary buildings.

The exact dating of monumental buildings or even individual
districts of the city still raises great difficulties and has not
as yet progressed beyond more or less well-founded assumptions.
The lack of building inscriptions and foundation records is most
regrettable in this respect. Levels IVb and IVa of the royal citadel
belong to the 14th century as does level 2 of the northern lower
city with the large Temple I. The storerooms of this temple
underwent partial alterations in the time of Hattushili III in the
first half of the 13th century/ Level III of the citadel with two
sublevels, and level 1 of the lower city, also with two, sublevels,
are dated to the 13th century, probably after 1280 B.c.,/ The upper
city may not have been built until this time, which would also
apply to the four temples in its territory. We would then see
them as creations of the 13th century, an assumption not at vari-
ance with the typology of their architecture. Here, however, there
1s no certainty because of the lack of absolutely datable finds. It
1s, on the other hand, an established fact that the city at its largest
as it appeared in the fourth period of its history, maintained itself
without retrenchments until the end of Hittite domination and
the fall of the court of the Great Kings. The great hieroglyphic
inscription at Nisantas (plate 14a) in the southern upper city is
not of Shuppiluliuma I, as had been erroneously believed until a
few years ago, but of the second Great King of that name, the last
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Hittite king known to us who ruled around 1200 B.c. or shortly
after. At this time, building was evidently still continuing in
Hattusha, for besides the rock inscription, there are on Nisantepe
the remains of a large structure certainly going back to the time of
the same Great King. Yet another much more ambitious under-
taking was in progress at that time. /It was presumably in the
13th century | that the rocky mountain called Biiyiikkaya, situated

T — -

east of the c1ty and east of the deep gorge, was incorporated into

R G e TP BT

the ¢ c1ty area by means of connecting walls Wthh crossed the gorge

v p———

twice, on the north and south sides, in an engineering feat still
1mpresswe tpdgy (ﬁg i 52 The builders went on to connect this
Buyukkaya with the northernmost tip of the old city by a far

ffﬁ——g? and laborious wall-circuit, 1ncorporat1ng ‘yet another area

into the city. The high rampart which was to have carried the
fortification wall had proceeded to a little over half its intended
length when the city perished and its existence came to an abrupt
end. This event, the fall of the Hittite capital, will have to be dis-
cussed in more detail when we turn our attention to the citadel
and the palace of the Hittite Great Kings of the 14th and 13th cen-

turies B.c/
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HATTUSI—IA-. THE ROYAL FORTRESS
OF THE 14TH AND 13TH CENTURIES B.C.

Nowhere in the numerous documents from the Hittite archives do
we find clues to the exact appearance of the palace of the Great
Kings of the Hittite Empire. The “palace” is, however, a concept
which frequently occurs in the texts in an architectural as well as
an economic sense, that is, both as the residence of the kings and
the center of political and economic life. The “palace” likewise
appears as the greatest and most influential landowner. This is not
surprising in an empire in which the monarch, as the head of the
state in all its manifold functions, and the state itself did not yet
represent separate concepts.

Palaces of the Great Kings existed not only in the capital but
also elsewhere in the country. They were occupied by the king
when he was traveling in order to fulfill his religious obligations
and visited the great sanctuaries of the empire. We should, per-
haps, not expect too much of these palaces with respect to their
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size and architectural form. Often they may have been no more
than what one might call royal villas. It is not unlikely that a villa
of this kind is indicated in a land-deed stating that a “house” of
the city of Hattusha in Sharishsha has been invested with landed
property. More pretentious, perhaps, were the houses in which
the Great Kings used to stay during the winter recess, when the
court was not residing in Hattusha. Murshili II (1333-1305), for
instance, is known to have passed the winter repeatedly in other
towns of the Hatti-land, such as Ankuwa and Marashantiya.
However, we know nothing about the remains of either of these
or of palaces elsewhere.

There must have been more than one palace in Hattusha itself,
since there is an incidental reference to a “palace of the grand-
father” in connection with the capital. This could mean the
palace of a forebear of the reigning king who is, unfortunately, not
identified in the text in question. This example is probably not
even an isolated instance. It is conceivable that certain buildings
in Bogazkoy, parts of which are still visible in ruins, such as
Sarikale, Yenicekale, and also the so-called south fortress, should
be identified as palaces of this kind. This question will possibly
be settled by future investigations.

Although extensive literary evidence concerning the palaces and
their appearance is lacking, there are, nonetheless, some documents
from which we can draw inferences and gain at least some in-
sight into the functions of the residential court of the Great Kings.
There is, for example, an instruction for the palace personnel
concerning the regulations for the purification of the food, drink,
and clothing of the Great Kings. It acquaints us with a great num-
ber of palace servants. More comprehensive and more important
to us, however, is the so-called MESHEDI-text. It is the protocol
of the guard or the bodyguard—if this translates the concept cor-
rectly, which it would seem to from the various contexts. Of the
text, with the colophon “Instruction for the Bodyguard,” unfor-
tunately only the first tablet is preserved. Linguistic criteria would
date the text to the latter period of the empire, presumably the
second half of the 1gth century B.c. The instructions are generally
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binding and not limited to a certain palace, nor even restricted
to the capital itself. This is evident from a passage stating: “‘The
bodyguards step aside to the right during the . . . to the arkiu-
house. If, however, in any town it is impossible to step to the right,
they step to the left.” Yet in spite of these qualifications, the
MESHEDI-text is of a considerable significance. First, because
it tells us about the size and about at least some of the inhabitants
of a royal residence. Second, because in its details it suggests
architectural arrangements which are not too dissimilar from what
has actually been found in Hattusha. The regulations of the
MESHEDI-text may therefore also have been binding for the
palace of the capital.

Among the personnel there appear washermen, doormen,
grooms, members of the bodyguard with various ranks, the guard,
pages with their superior, a barber, a doctor, a chamberlain, a
reciter of prayers, the Hazannu (the Burgomaster) who accompa-
nies the king together with others when he drives out in his
chariot. In the palace there are the following practical installa-
tions: a dairy, a kitchen, a toilet, and a pantry; and the following
architectural elements (restricted here to those affected by the
functions of the MESHEDI): a large gate, a gate-house in front
of which the guard is posted. The doorman has his station in the
gate-house, which also has a side entrance. To the rear is the
court of the bodyguards, where during the royal ceremonies the
MESHEDI are lined up on one side and the pages on the other.
Adjoining this court of the bodyguard is a building also with a
court called the halentuwa-house. Its occupants are the king and
the queen. From descriptions of halentuwa-houses given else-
where, these are known to have had windows whose curtains were
drawn up in the morning; they contained a throne, an offering
table, and a hearth. In this particular case we may see the halen-
tuwa-house as part of the residential palace. The king emerges
from the halentuwa-house to perform official functions, and, at the
end of the ceremony, he enters it again. In some unexplained con-
nection with the palace buildings, the MESHEDI-text also men-
tions an altar at which the bodyguard worships the tutelary god of
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the lance. In addition, there appears an E-arkiu, that is, an arkiu-
house, probably a part of a cult building. Furthermore, we hear of
a house of the GAL MESHEDI, that is, of the great MESHEDI, a
rank frequently held by royal princes, for example, by Zida, the
brother of Shuppiluliuma I and later by Hattushili III and
Tuthaliya IV during their father’s lifetime. From the context,
it is impossible to judge whether this house was an integral part of
the palace in its wider sense or if it stood apart from it. In any
case, from this incomplete survey of the MESHEDI-text, which is
incidentally in need of a thorough study, we learn that there were
Hittite palace buildings in the 13th century which, with regard
to the number and functions of their occupants, and to the number
of their gates, courts, and structures, far éxceeded what could be
accommodated in a single residential building. This was a whole
palace district with functionally arranged wings and subdivisions.
The notion of a seraglio resembling the courts of the Ottoman
Padishahs would, I think, roughly—only roughly, though—corre-
spond to the architectural setting of the regulations and actions
described in the MESHEDI-text. The only palace building recov-
ered by the excavations in Hattusha seems to answer this descrip-
tion fairly well.

Buyiikkale, the “Great Fortress,” as it is called today, was al-
ready in the pre-Hittite age at the begmmng of the second mlllen-
nium B.c. a favored point within the city of Hattush, and con-
tinued to be so in the Hittite city Hattusha. This citadel, if we
are not m51taken always remained the dynastic center of the com-
munity. This did not change with the coming of the Hittite
Empire, not even when during this period the city expanded far
to the south. At that tlme Buyukkale the hlghest point and an

R S

t10n since the new city rose considerably above the citadel. The

continued use of the old mountain for the royal residence is surely
an expression of conservatism, of adherence to old traditions.
The rocky base on Wthh 1ts stands makes Biiyiikkale a natural

sides. Steep precipices and towering groups of rocks, some of them
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rising almost vertically from the valley and the gorge, make the
north and east sides of the mountain almost unscalable. The west
and south sides have considerably gentler slopes, so these had to
be built up. The evidence of the excavations assigns the beginning
of this extensive engineering process to the older phase of the
Hittite Empire, to the fourth period of the history of Hattusha.
To this perlod belongs levels IVbg-b1, IVa and II1b-a of the Hittite
fortress of the 14th and 1gth centuries. The beginning of IVbg
was at about the turn from the 15th to the 14th century, while the
latest level, I1Ia, belongs to the later 13th century and lasts to the
end of the Hittite capital. What dates we can fix accurately within
this short period of scarcely two centuries will have to be discussed
later.

Little has survived of the royal fortress of the older phase of this
perlod Wthh includes levels IVb-3- -IVa. Destructions caused by
fire and, in an even higher degree, intentional demolitions in the_
course of later building have left very little of the architectural
structures (fig. 16). The fortress was at that time surrounded by
fortifications on its south, west, and north sides which connected
with the city-wall at both ends. A gate with a small forecourt and
a wide, nearly rectangular gate-chamber led into the interior
(fig. 17). This gate with its two sets of doors and a chamber slightly
set back within the curtain-walls represents a type one would not
expect to find in such an early period. Most of its counterparts—
at Arslantepe, Carchemish, and also at some North Syrian sites—
belong to the early first millennium B.c. However, on the basis of
careful investigations of the foundations, foundation trenches, and
their contents, and by the structural connection with the city wall,
it has been proved beyond doubt that the Biiyiikkale gate belongs
to level IVbz2 and therefore no later than the middle of the 14th
century B.C.

During this whole period the lower plateau of the acropolis
was covered with mostly smaller buildings many of which were
replaced suprisingly quickly. From their remaining ground plans
(fig. 18) it appears that they represent a type of house which
corresponds in contour and layout to the Central Anatolian tradi-
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Figure 17. Gate of Biiylikkale level IVbe

tion which in Hattusha proper can be traced back at least to the
beginning of the second millennium B.c. They are all freestand-
ing houses. Despite the incompleteness of the remains, the orien-
tation in levels IVbg to IVa is noticeably consistent, approxi-
mately southeast-northwest and northeast-southwest. Only two
buildings in this part of the fortress are conspicuous for their size
and the dimensions of their rooms. The northernmost building
consists of only two long rooms parallel to each other. One of
them, 14.60 meters long and almost 8 meters wide, is the largest
room so far discovered at Bogazkdy. The entrance to this building
was in the center of the long west side; the rooms therefore were
wide rather than deep; the front room had a pavement and was
probably a vestibule. The second building stands directly to the
south, nearly wall to wall with the first, although completely de-
tached. Its over-all dimensions are at least as large as the first but
the plan consists of at least three, if not four, rooms. The central
room, measuring 4.20 by g.50 meters, is nearly rectangular. It is
prominent in the plan but it lay about 1.30 meters below the
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ground level like a cellar. On its hard clay floor there was a thin

Figure 18. House plans of Biiyiikkale level IVb
fugitive whitish to yellow layer,

the remains of rush mats which had cov-

Level with the floor is the inlet of a stone-built

woven vegetable fibers:

ered the floor.

channel, which leaves the building in the northernmost corner.

In this central room we found a large painted vessel in the shape

of a duck, reminiscent of Aegean askos forms.

It 1s conceivable

that the two buildings just described, which stand out so con-
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spicuously against their surroundings, served ritual rather than
secular purposes and were, in fact, small chapels. Of the super-
structure, unfortunately, so little is preserved that it is of no help
in determining the original purpose of the two buildings. But in
the debris of the northern building, we found six limestone cubes
measuring c. 10 by 7.5-9 centimeters. Four of them were originally
white, two had been painted black on one side. Five of them have
a drill hole 1.4 centimeters in diameter and 2.5 centimeters deep
in one side. Their shape, number, and size make an architectural
use unlikely. They were probably used as decorative elements on
the base of an altar or a statue, although there is no strict proof for
this.

Another discovery suggests that this part of the fortress was not
used simply for secular purposes in the period in question. It was
made in 1964 in level IVb2 next to a building of this period not
quite 30 meters to the west of the houses just described. In a cache,
together wtih three red burnished pitchers, lay two bulls almost go
centimeters in height (plates 15, 16). They are made of clay and
covered with a light red to red, highly polished slip, with special
areas of their bodies painted cream: patches on the shoulders and
the haunches, the triangle on the foreheads and the inner parts of
the lyre-shaped horns. Their white eyes are inlaid with black
pupils. Each bull is bridled around its neck by a white-painted
halter, attached to a ring which passes through its nostrils. Each
bull has a funnel-shaped opening at the nape of the neck for pour-
ing in liquids and two openings in the nostrils serving as outlets.
The bulls were obviously little statues as well as cult-vessels into
which, or out of which, libations were poured on certain occasions.
However, they are not just two ordinary bulls but rather a team of
two special bulls. This is evident not only because they were found
lying together in situ but also because they are made as counter-
parts: the tail of one of them hangs down its left leg and that of
the other down its right leg to just above the hoof. They were
evidently meant to stand side by side. There was in Hittite cult
only one team of sacred bulls: Sheri and Hurri, the bulls of the
Weather God, whose names mean ‘“Day” and “Night” in Hurrian,

12



HATTUSHA: THE ROYAL FORTRESS

who pull the chariot of the Weather God and also appear before
him and other gods to plead for one who says a prayer.

Sherish, my lord, bull, you who appear before the Weather
God of Hatti-land! My prayer which has to be said in this
matter convey to the gods so that the gods, the lords, the gods
of heaven and the underworld, hear these words.

Although these two large bull statuettes do not have characteristic
divine attributes like the conical caps Sheri and Hurri wear in the
rock reliefs of Yazilikaya, I am nonetheless inclined to see them as
the team of bulls of the Weather God. Fragments of such large-
scale terra-cotta sculptures have been found in several places in
Hattusha, including the northern residential area. This seems
natural if we keep in mind that these bull-shaped divine beings
interceded for humans with the higher gods, and should be thought
of as helpers-in-need not only in special cult buildings but also at
home and at the hearth.

In contrast to the lower terrace of the citadel, the upper area is
known to have been covered by much more extensive and monu-
mental buildings at the time of levels IVbg and IVb2. What little
has survived is sufficient for a reconstruction of the essential ele-
ments. Along the northern part of the east and west sides, huge
terraces of cyclopean boulders were erected to enlarge the area
available for construction. These terraces served as the substruc-
tures of large buildings. On the west side, we have the remnants
of at least three rooms of such a terrace building, destroyed in a
conflagration. In the interior of the citadel the foundations of a
very long wall remain in situ, met at right angles by somewhat
thinner cross-walls. A comparison with later structures, to be dis-
cussed presently, suggests that they are most likely the foundation
of a colonnade opening towards a court and provided with a series
of rooms at the back. This is an architectural feature which
belongs to the basic elements of Hittite architecture of the Impe-
rial age. Although little survives of the citadel buildings of levels
IVbg to IVa, the upper terrace evidently was occupied by the main
Eorhplex of monumental buildings, while the lower was covered
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proper stood on the upper level and that the lower one was occu-
pied by the lower echelons of the court. This latter district was,
understandably, subject to more rapid changes and intensive altera-
tions than the more permanent institutions of the upper terrace.
The buildings on the lower terrace in level IVa, the latest phase
of the period just discussed, are of a remarkably modest appear-
ance. They differ strangely from their immediate predecessors of
IVb:1 or, for that matter, IVb2 in their much simpler technical
execution. They have no signs of violent interference, whereas
the previous structures all bear unmistakable traces of destruction.
The question arises whether and how these observations can be
reconciled with the literary tradition of the city of Hattusha dis-
cussed in Chapter I. We shall return to this problem presently.
But first the royal citadel of levels IIIb and IIla will have to be
dealt with. It is very different, but also more extensive, for much
more has been preserved, in spite of heavy destruction and sad
losses. ' V
The entire surface of the acropolis, both its upper and lower
terraces, are now occupied by a coherent palace complex made up
of a great number of interrelated structures. This is the seraglio
we postulated at the beginning of this chapter on the st<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>