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1
RECENT WORK AT GORDION

Lisa KEALHOFER

Gordion is one of the few sites in the Middle East, outside of the Levant and
Egypt, with ongoing archaeological excavations and research since 1950 (Fig. 1-1).
Research at Gordion has always been highly innovative: for example, in the 1950s
Gordion provided some of the first radiocarbon samples to the new radiocarbon
lab at the University of Pennsylvania Museum, and eatly magnetometer studies
were conducted by Elizabeth Ralph, the director of the Museum Applied Science
Center, on the Citadel Mound. More recently, multidisciplinary environmental,
analytic, and chronometric projects have advanced new methods.

With a long history of research and excavation, Gordion provides an
exceptional opportunity to study specific historical and archaeological questions.
For example, studies of both new and previously excavated material are providing
insights into the exchange systems of the 1st millennium BC and early centuries
AD. Despite its inland location (Chapter 4 this volume), Gordion was closely linked
to Eastern Mediterranean trade networks. New evidence also reveals shifting trade
alliances and exchange with groups to the east (Chapter 8 this volume).

Gordion is also one of the key sites in central Anatolia that offer a long
occupation sequence from the Early Bronze Age to the eatly 1st millennium AD
(Voigt 1997). With a selection of widely dispersed sites like Gordion, Bogazkdy,
Alisar, and Sardis, we are beginning to understand the nature of early civilizations
during the Late Bronze and Iron Ages. How did Gordion interact with the Hittite
Empire? How did the Phrygians and Midas create and consolidate a new state in
central Anatolia? What was its economic basis? How did it fit into the regional
economic and political structures of the day? These are questions that the research
presented here is beginning to answer.

From a methodological point of view, Gordion also has brought together
researchers who bridge several archaeological and material science disciplines.
Interest in the site was originally stimulated by historical accounts, such as those
of Herodotus and later Greek and Roman authors, but since about 1985 a
broader set of questions about the Phrygians and their landscape has developed.
Alongside archaeological research, Gordion has also become an important
center for innovations in site and monument conservation (Chapters 1517 this
volume).

For all of these reasons, and others, research at Gordion is significant not
only to those with specific interests in ancient Anatolia, but also to a wider range
of people interested in more general processes of cultural interaction, state
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RECENT WORK AT GORDION 3

development and collapse, as well as the practicalities of how people protect sites
and artifacts for future generations.

This book aims to present an accessible summary of much of the recent
research on Gordion and the Phrygians. While the University of Pennsylvania
Museum Monographs on Gordion provide a scholarly venue for individual,
detailed studies, no summaries of the current research at the site are available. This
book seeks to fill that void. Compiling all current research at Gordion is beyond
the scope of this project, but the chapters provide a substantial sample of the
range of ongoing research projects for the University of Pennsylvania Museum’s
Gordion Project.

The wide range of research at Gordion is grouped here into four sections:
site history and excavations, artifact analyses, regional survey, and site and artifact
conservation.

PaArT I ExcavaTions, HISTORY,
AND DATING AT GORDION

The current Director of the Gordion Project, G. Kenneth Sams, discusses
the history of excavations at Gordion from work by the Korte brothers at the turn
of the 20th century to the beginning of the current excavations in 1988. The vast
quantity of material excavated by Rodney Young, from 1950 to 1974, continues
to stimulate research on a variety of fronts, from architectural conservation (see
Chapters 16 and 17 this volume) to re-assessments of excavation contexts and
dating (e.g., Chapter 4 this volume).

Mary Voigt, the current Director of Excavations and Survey, presents the
goals and some of the achievements of excavations since 1988 (Chapter 3).
Recent excavations have explored a very different set of goals, as non-elite areas
of the site have been investigated to provide a more representative view of life at
ancient Gordion. Evidence related to craft activities (including metal production),
mortuary patterns, and cultural/demographic changes are part of the more detailed
and textured understanding contributed by recent work. Recent excavations have
also refined the stratigraphic sequence at the site, which has resulted in significant
changes in its chronology.

Keith DeVties, the Project Director from 1974 to 1988, has most recently
been working on understanding the context and sequence of Greek ceramic
imports to Gordion. Because these ceramics are extremely well dated (often to
within a decade), they provide an excellent way to date archaeological deposits
that have few other artifacts that can provide an absolute date. DeVries’ critical
reassessment of several key deposits (Chapter 4) has contributed to the recent
re-dating of the Destruction Level at Gordion (the boundary between the Early
and Middle Phrygian periods). Incorporating both new radiocarbon dates and
dendrochronology, this re-dating has wide implications for the timing of the
development of the Phrygian state (eatlier than previously thought) as well as
the dating of the monumental mortuary tumuli surrounding the site of Gordion

(DeVries et al. 2003).
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While Rodney Young focused primarily on understanding the Early Phrygian
levels at Gordion, other periods are also present at the site. Andrew Goldman has
been working on the Roman period (Chapter 5). Located at the eastern boundary
of the Roman Empire in the early centuries AD, Gordion provides an illuminating
view of Roman frontier dynamics. While historical records document the broad
pattern of Roman road building projects and military expansion during the Flavian
period, Gordion provides concrete evidence for how these programs affected

those living on the frontier in central Anatolia.

PArT II INTERPRETING THE FINDS FROM GORDION

Part II explores a variety of material and artifact studies from excavations
by Rodney Young and more recently by Mary Voigt. Integrating present and past
excavation data is one of the ongoing challenges of a long-term excavation like
Gordion. Having contemporary material from a wide range of archaeological
contexts, makes much more sophisticated interpretations about site development,
destruction, and reuse possible (see Glendinning, Chapter 7, for example).

Brendan Burke (Chapter 6) investigates the economy during the Early
Phrygian period. The catastrophic fire that destroyed the core Citadel area
preserved for archaeologists an unusual, nearly intact view of the Citadel at the
moment of destruction (late 9th century BC). Within what appears to be a series
of specialized buildings there is extensive evidence for large-scale production of
textiles (possibly including carpets) and food. Burke suggests that elite-controlled
textile production served a key role in the Phrygian economy.

In Chapter 7, Matthew Glendinning describes the elaborate architectural
terracottas found in Middle and Late Phrygian contexts at Gordion. By examining
the entire corpus of roof and decorative tiles and comparing them with other sites
in both Greece and Anatolia, Glendinning shows strong links between coastal
sites like Sardis (Lydia) and Gordion during the late 7th and 6th centuries BC. The
richly decorated roof structures created by the tiles also reveal the cosmopolitan
and affluent nature of late Middle Phrygian society.

The glass objects found at Gordion, like the artifacts associated with textiles
and architectural decoration, reveal a very complex mix of external exchange,
emulation, and local traditions. In Chapter 8, Janet Jones discusses the glass
artifacts found at Gordion, one of the earliest large collections of luxury glassware
in the Middle East. She focuses on the technological traditions revealed in these
glass objects and the implications these have for understanding Gordion’s trade
and political connections in the 1st millennium BC. The earliest glass vessels
make use of a core-forming technique developed in northern Mesopotamia, while
s.ubsequent vessels are clearly Greek made or influenced by Greek designs (but
likely mgde for export to Persian consumers). A later group shows the shift back to
eastern 1pteracdon and influences as Persian hegemony becomes more important
in the mid-6th century BC.

!Excavations in the 1990s of the Lower Town (between the Citadel Mound
and Kiicik Hoyiik) uncovered one of the most unusual deposits at Gordion: a
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structured surface distribution of domestic trash, food remains, and human skeletal
material. In Chapter 9 Page Selinsky summarizes her analyses of this human
skeletal material, focusing in particular on the health status of the individuals and
their manner of death. The deposit appears to be a Later Hellenistic or Galatian
(3rd century BC) human sacrifice, similar to those known from Europe, providing
convincing evidence of Celtic ritual practice. The Galatian occupation lasted more
than a century and has provided a rich inventory of material culture. Young’s
excavations documented “abandoned” houses with their contents mostly intact,
which he dated to the 2nd century BC. We now know that there were two distinct
events leading to the abandonment of household contents. The 7z situ artifact
spatial patterning makes it possible to look at gender roles and gendered spaces
within houses, a topic that is currently of considerable interest to both classical
archaeologists and anthropologists.

One of the most informative and ubiquitous remains at many archaeological
sites 1s the pottery. Since 1990, Robert Henrickson (Chapter 10) has been studying
potting traditions at Gordion from the Late Bronze Age through the Phrygian
period. Based on the technological styles of production revealed in ceramics,
Henrickson finds that Phrygian potters were very conservative, making use of a
limited number of clay sources and maintaining production techniques for neatly
1,000 years, despite exchange of ideas and goods with Greeks and others.

Part 2 provides a richly textured view of Phrygian society. The elite
interchange with both the Greeks and later Achaemenid groups, alongside the
creation of a uniquely central Anatolian cultural style, highlights the immense size
and complexity of the 1st millennium BC interaction sphere. Rapid complex shifts
in economic and political alliances are reflected in the Gordion materials. Yet with
this interaction we get a glimpse of the more conservative non-elite traditions that
governed everyday life for most Phrygians. Future work on the non-elite portions
of Phrygian society will illuminate how the Phrygians organized and ruled their
state.

PArT III GorDION IN ITS CONTEXT

Initial results from the Gordion Regional Survey comprise Part I11. With the
resumption of excavations in 1988, Mary Voigt also instigated the first systematic
survey of archaeological sites around Gordion (beyond the readily visible tumuli).
Regional archaeological survey documents the demographic and geographic
distribution of towns and villages over time, enhancing our understanding of the
economic and political structure of Phrygian (and other) society(s).

In Chapter 11, I present a summary of the Gordion Regional Survey (GRS),
initiated with a pilot study in 1996 and continuing 1998-2002. GRS undertook
a systematic surface survey of 400 km® around the site of Gordion as well as an
in-depth study of the land use history. The goal of the survey was to explore the
relationship between agricultural (economic) expansion and political change. While
one might expect that large-scale political entities dictated extensive and intensive
agricultural expansion, comparisons of Hittite, Phrygian, and later Roman land
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use suggest that the relationship between political and economic change was much

more complex. SR .
One of the keys both to identifying and dating sites in the landscape is the

surface distribution of ceramics. In Chapter 12, Peter Grave, Lisa Kealhofer,
nd Ben Marsh examine the ceramic distribution at Diimrek, a unique Phrygian
canctuary site ca. 40 km northwest of Gordion. Dimrek had long been known
by archa'cologists, who linked the site to the Phrygians by the form of sculptures
(e.g., the rounded, stepped boulders) also found at Midas City, to the southeast. At
Midas City, rock outcrops bore sculpted images of the Phrygian goddess Matar or
Kybele set within the doorway of gabled buildings, as well as a Phrygian inscription
in-cluding the name Mita or (in English) Midas.

Using elemental characterization techniques to link ceramics at Dimrek to
ceramics from specific periods at Gordion and other sites, the main periods of ritual
activity at Diimrek are defined. The use of unusual places like Diimrek began in the
Early Iron Age/YHSS 7, when Phrygians first arrived at Gordion, and flourished
through the Middle Phrygian period when Phrygians dominated central Anatolia.
Diimrek was apparently abandoned in the Late Phrygian or Achaemenid period,
when Gordion was still an important economic center. We suggest that a confluence
of regional economic and political influences displaced local ritual practices. The
evidence from Diimrek suggests that Phrygian, and specifically Gordion, political
dominance was supported not only by military force, but also by religion.

Perhaps one of the most important components for understanding and
interpreting the surface distribution of sites and artifacts in modern landscapes is
the history of how the landscape was formed. Ben Marsh (Chapter 13) discusses
the history of the landscape around Gordion over the last 4,000 years based on
the physical geography. In the early 1990s, Marsh intensively studied the Sakarya
floodplain surrounding Gordion (Marsh 1999). Here he focuses on the adjacent
upland areas. One of the more interesting results is the apparent disconnect
between upland and lowland evidence. Periods of stability and instability evident
in floodplain deposits occur at quite different times from those in the immediately
adjacent uplands. His work highlights the importance of studying the geological
and physical processes of the larger region to understand the complex nature of
land use and landscape evolution.

In the final chapter of Part 3, Ayse Giirsan-Salzmann (Chapter 14) presents
some results of her ethnoarchacological study of pastoralism and agriculture
in the region around Gordion (modern Yassth6yiik). In the second half of the
20th century there was a relatively rapid shift away from a pastoral economy to a
@ore intensive commercial agriculture. Giirsan-Salzmann explores the changing
importance of pastoralism vs. agriculture, the local environmental parameters, and
the archaeological remains associated with pastoral economies.

PART IV CONSERVING GORDION AND ITS ARTIFACTS

The last part of the book presents some of the ongoing conservation efforts
at Gordion. As evidence of pastachievements, sites have become “cultural heritage”
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to be viewed by local people as well as tourists. The economic value of sites in an
era of cultural tourism has led to a focus on conservation and an increasing effort
to produce museum displays and publications that can be appreciated by a broad
audience. In the late 1990s, the Gordion Museum was remodeled and expanded,
with American sources funding the reinstallation of exhibits. Museum visitation
by Turkish tourists, school children, as well as foreign guests has subsequently
increased.

The museum displays would not have been possible without a dedicated
team of conservators who stabilize and mend pottery and other artifacts from
both old and new excavations (Chapter 16). The conservators’ aim is ensure that all
finds survive the transition from the site to storage. Every artifact—from painted
Attic pots and pieces of sculpted stone to clumps of corroded iron and clay
loom weights—is cleaned so that it can be described, drawn, and photographed.
Preparation for long-term storage involves not only the application of standard
conservation methods but the development of new ones, more appropriate for
the field conditions at Gordion.

Ceramics are not only the most ubiquitous item recovered during the
archaeological survey, but they are also the most common item found in excavations
at Gordion. Only a few of the thousands of sherds excavated are relatively
complete or reconstructable vessels, but those that are contain fundamental
evidence for understanding ceramic production, food consumption and storage,
elite display, and many other aspects of daily life. Conservation of these vessels
and their residues is therefore a critical aspect for archaeological analysis.

In Chapter 16, Julie Unruh and Jessica Johnson discuss one of the most
important problems for conserving ceramics at Gordion: salts. Salt derived from
sediments surrounding ceramics often move into the ceramic fabric over time.
After excavation these salts expand and contract as humidity changes, causing the
pot’s fabric to break apart. Unruh and Johnson describe a new technique for rapid
and economical removal of salts, maintaining as far as possible the integrity of
the vessels.

As even larger-scale artifacts, sites are increasingly threatened and
compromised by looting and expanding population and agriculture. At Gordion,
however, the most significant site conservation issues have been tied simply to
the exposure of long-buried structures to environmental vagaries: wetting/drying,
freezing/thawing, as well as biological agents.

One of the most impressive monuments in the landscape around Gordion
is the MM tumulus, previously thought to be the burial place of King Midas. Not
only the largest tumulus in the region, it also contained a greater number and
richer concentration of luxury goods than any other excavated tumulus in the area.
Although named MM after Midas, recent tree-ring or dendrochronological dating
of tomb timbers indicate that they were cut around 740 BC, about the time that
Midas came to the throne. Thus the tomb is more likely to be that of his father
Gordios, built and equipped by Midas but not occupied by him.

Inside the tumulus is one of the oldest preserved wooden structures in the
world: a chamber built to house a king and his grave offerings. Rodney Young
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excavated the tumulus in 1957. By the late 1980s, both the mound and the wooden
chamber presented conservation problems. Since the early 199QS, Richard Liebh'flrt
and Jessica Johnson have been engaged in conserving this unique structure, with
fun(iing from both Turkish and foreign sources. In Chapter 15 they discuss the
long history of conservation and preservation efforts for the tomb chamber.
Today the wooden structure is not only protected and stable, but is for the first
time visible without earlier ugly concrete and wood supports. Even for those who
have seen the tomb many times, the new view is spectacular, revealing the massive
logs that encase the smooth surfaces of the chamber’s interior.

Mark Goodman (Chapter 17) provides a history of the conservation of the
Citadel Mound architectural remains excavated by Rodney Young several decades
ago. The buildings of the Early Phrygian Destruction level are impressive, but
once excavation removed the thick layer of clay that protected them for nearly
three millennia, they began to crumble and sag. Long-term exposure of the rock
walls to seasonal changes, in addition to their original destruction by fire, has
led to the relatively rapid deterioration of the architectural foundations of the
Early Phrygian period. Until 2004, Mark Goodman* led team of architectural
conservators, architects, and masons who worked systematically across the ruins,
protecting standing walls and consolidating the great gateway. This process by itself
makes the Early Phrygian settlement plan easier for tourists to see and interpret,
and it constitutes the first step in improving site presentation and increasing its
value to Turkey.

Gordion has been a center for developing conservation methods. The unique
architecture at and around the site provides exceptional challenges for architectural
conservation and interpretation. The conservation staff has worked with interns
from many international institutions, providing valuable training opportunities
for field conservation. Recent work focuses on innovating new conservation
techniques without compromising the integrity of the artifact or structure.

In sum, the long-term, ongoing, multidisciplinary studies at Gordion
contribute a rich and diverse resource for historians, archaeologists, and
conservators. Recent work has redated the Phrygian sequence, with implications
for Iron Age development across the region. Artifactual studies detail economic,
social, and ritual relationships across western Anatolia from the Phrygian through
the Roman periods. We hope this book will serve to broaden understandings of
Ist millennium BC and early 1st millennium AD archaeology in the Middle East.

* Mark Goodman died suddenly in Istanbul in October 2004. His work made a significant

contribution to preserving the site and the meaning of Gordion for future visitors and
researchers.
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GORDION
Explorations over a Century

G. KENNETH SAMS

The site of Gordion was “discovered” in November 1893, when the German
Classicist Alfred Korte visited a location on the Sangarios (modern Sakarya) River
where engineers working on the Berlin-Baghdad Railroad had reportedly come
across “die Reste einer uralten vorgriechischen Niederlassung” (Korte 1897:4).
Kérte identified the site as Gordion primarily on the basis of what ancient
literary sources had to say about the old Phrygian capital, such as its location
on the Sangarios River. Most compelling for Korte, however, was how well the
geographic location of the site agreed with where Gordion occurs in the itinerary
for the march of the Roman general Manlius Vulso against the Galatians in 189
BC, as provided by the Roman historian Livy (Korte 1897:4-18).

Seven years later, in 1900, A. Korte returned to Gordion with his brother
Gustav to carry out a single, three-month season of excavation, among the first
controlled diggings in central Anatolia (Korte and Korte 1901, 1904). The brothers
divided their time between the main settlement mound and burial tumuli. On the
mound, they concentrated on a series of trenches on the southwestern edge,
reaching levels that were perhaps as early as the 6th century BC. Of the roughly 85
burial tumuli in the vicinity of Gordion, the brothers opened five, named I-V by
them and Korte I-V today.

The burials under Tumuli I, II, and V all revealed signs of contact with the
Greek world, including imported goods dating the burials from the late 7th century
to around the middle of the 6th century BC (Korte and Korte 1904:104-45). In
this period Gordion and Phrygia were thought to have been under the control of
Lydia, their immediate neighbor to the west, with its capital at Sardis.

Tumuli IIT and IV were decidedly eatlier, belonging to old Phrygian times,
the period climaxed by the rule of Midas in the late 8th century BC (Korte and
Korte 1904:38-104). Tumulus III was especially rich in furnishings, including
bronze vessels and fibulae, handsome pottery both black-polished monochrome
and painted, and remains of elegant wooden furniture with inlaid decoration. For
the time and for decades to come, the finds from Tumulus III were to represent a
singular benchmark for old Phrygian material culture. The finds from the Kortes’
work in 1900 were divided between the Imperial Ottoman Museum in Istanbul
and the Imperial Museums of Germany in Betlin.

The Kortes’ excavations also informed the American investigations that
began at Gordion in 1950. During reconnaissance in Turkey in 1948, J. F. Daniel
and Rodney S. Young saw Gordion as a strong prospect for beginning excavations.
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Figure 2-2 Plan of Main Settlement Mound in 1950, by architect Mabmut Akok.
Trenches made by R. S. Young are at northwest, southwest, and southeast.
Those at southwest and north were made originally by the Kortes

Daniel died suddenly during the trip. Young, who otherwise would have assisted
Daniel in the project, then gained permission from the Turkish government to
undertake excavations in spring, 1950.

Conducted under the auspices of the University of Pennsylvania Museum,
Young’s work at the site continued over 17 seasons through 1973. His excavation
reports are listed in Young (1981:xxxv—vi) and DeVries (1990). He died in 1974
in a traffic accident outside Philadelphia. Young’s assistant in the eatlier years of
excavations was G. Roger Edwards, who directed the campaigns of 1952, 1958,
and 1962. Machteld Mellink was also a regular participant into the 1960s. Serving
as registrar for almost all of these seasons was Ellen L. Kohler.

Young’s (and Daniels’) principal motivation in turning to Gordion was
to bring archaeological light to the Phrygians, a little-known people of whose
material culture the Kortes’s work had provided intriguing glimpses. Young and
his colleagues learned quickly that the site of Gordion encompassed far more than
Phrygian civilization. The history of settlement in fact extends from the Early

Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC) through the Roman Empire (1st to 4th centuries
AD) and into the Medieval era.
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The main settlement mound of Gordion, Yassthoytik (“Flat-topped Mound”),
lies on the present right bank of the Sangarios River (Fig. 2-1). Measuring roughly
500 m east-west and 400 m north-south (Fig. 2-2), the mound is highest in its
western portion, where it rises to 2 maximum of nearly 16.5 m above datum (river
surface in 1950). The eastern half is no more than about 13 m high. In the first
season the excavators learned the reason for this difference in height: Hellenistic
settlement (late 4th to 2nd centuries BC) covers the entire mound, yet only the
western half of the mound was settled thereafter during the Roman and later
Medieval periods (with Medieval documented in some parts of the eastern half).
After the first season, the decision was made to discontinue work in the western
half of the mound and to concentrate efforts on the eastern half (the “Main
Excavated Area”). For this reason, relatively little is known about the Roman
period settlement or, in fact, about the western half of the mound itself (see
Chapter 5 this volume).

The periods most extensively investigated during the Young campaigns were
thus the Hellenistic and the underlying Phrygian. The eatlier Bronze Age strata
of the 3rd and 2nd millennia attracted limited attention (Gunter 1991). Their
presence was attested by the end of the second season, through a deep and bold
sounding made by Machteld Mellink from the top of the mound. Again in 1965
a deep sounding was made below the Phrygian level, while in 1961 the excavators
had come upon a stratigraphic fluke wherein the top of an Early Bronze Age
mound directly underlies the Phrygian level. The picture of the Bronze Age at
Gordion is supplemented by a cemetery of the 2nd millennium BC about 1.5 km
to the northeast of the main settlement mound, excavated by Mellink from 1951
to 1953 (Mellink 1956).

The Hellenistic strata at Gordion have proven to be of considerable
importance in central Anatolia, primarily because of limited excavations in the
region. Excavations revealed an extensive town that was abandoned and in places
burned. It is reasonable to link this settlement with the Gordion that Manlius
Vulso encountered in 189 BC in his march against the Gauls, a place abandoned
by its inhabitants and left full of goods. Numismatic evidence supports the
association, since the latest datable Hellenistic coins belong to the beginning of
the 2nd century BC. The settlement thus provides a valuable fixed date for the
chronology of Hellenistic Anatolia.

The finds from the abandoned settlement afford a microcosmic view of
life in Hellenistic Anatolia and of the process of Hellenization that began with
Alexander the Great and his conquest of the Persian Empire starting in 334/3
BC. Pottery occurs in great quantity and demonstrates that the dwellers had largely
taken on the ceramic shapes found in a Greek house, as seen both in imports and
in local imitations (Winter 1984). Terracotta figurines in Greek style—again some
imported, some locally produced—were perhaps the objects of household cults
of Greek deities (Romano 1995).

From the Hellenistic strata in general come further indications of this
hybridized age. Stone weights bear the caduceus emblem of the Greek deity
Hermes, god of commerce. Other Greek cults are attested to the Hellenized
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Figure 2-3 Old Citadel, Megaron 1 at time of excavation.

Anatolian goddess Kybele, to the Muses, and to Tyche. As known from inscriptions
(in Greek script, sometimes with misspellings and grammatical errors), some
people have Greek names, others have seemingly odd Greek names, while yet
others bear Anatolian or possibly Celtic names (Roller 1987).

A Celtic (Galatian) presence at Gordion in the late 3rd and early 2nd centuries
could be implied from the fact that the site was on Vulso’s Galatian campaign
itinerary and that the inhabitants, by reason of their flight, obviously feared his
advance. Yet little by way of material remains had come forth to document their
presence archaeologically. That picture changed in 1993 when, in excavations
directed by Mary Voigt, evidence for human and animal sactifice of a seemingly
Celtic nature was discovered in Hellenistic levels to the immediate southeast of the
main settlement mound (Dandoy et al. 2002).

Beneath the Hellenistic strata lie those representing Gordion during the
lengthy Phrygian period, from as eatly as the 12th or 11th century down to the later
4th century BC and the coming of Alexander. During the 1950s, the excavators
gradually saw the basic configuration of the Phrygian period come into focus:
two major levels of monumental architecture, an old and a new fortified citadel
(see Figs. 2-3 and 2-4), separated from each other by a tremendous clay fill 4-5
m thick. Each citadel had a monumental gate complex at the southeast, the later
in fact partly bedded on the substantial remains of the earlier. The lines of the
fortification walls are generally similar, although those of the New Citadel extend
bevond those of the Old, thus enlarging the fortified area.

" Srretches of the walls protecting both citadels have been excavated along the

northeast and northwest margins of the main excavated area. At the southwestern
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edge of the main excavated area, walls flanking a roadway in both citadels appear
to have been for fortification (see below).

Much of the OId Citadel (elsewhere herein, Early Phrygian, YHSS 6A) had
been destroyed in a great fire that somehow spared the occupants (see Fig. 3-
3). Already in 1952 the excavators were aware of this major destruction by fire,
revealed in a test sounding. The buildings themselves were relatively well preserved
in their lower parts, so much so that it was possible to glean numerous details of
construction (Figs. 2-3 and 2-4, P1. 1). Moreover, most of the buildings affected by
the fire were rich in contents that give much information about their use and about
Phrygian material culture in general (Figs. 2-6 and 2-7). Sams (1994b) provides
an overview of the Destruction Level. By contrast, the overlying New Citadel
(elsewhere, Middle-Late Phrygian, YHSS 5-4; Fig. 3-4) suffered greatly at the hands
of later inhabitants, who plundered the original (Middle Phrygian) structures of the
citadel for building materials. Consequently, excavators uncovering the New Citadel
found its buildings in varying stages of preservation: a few courses of walls still
standing, walls robbed down to their foundations, foundations themselves robbed
out. Further, unlike the Old Citadel, the new one had suffered no destruction that
left great deposits of material goods in place.

Given this opposing tale of the two citadels, it is understandable that Young
made the OId Citadel, with its monumental buildings preserved by their very
destruction debris, the primary goal of excavation. As a necessary consequence
of this decision, the New Citadel exists today primarily via documentation, since
whatever remained of its original structures had to be sacrificed in order to go
deeper into the mound. Exceptions here include sections of the entry complex

Figure 2-4 Old Citadel, Megaron 3 at time of excavation, the largest of the excavated
megarons and perhaps the central structure of the citadel.
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Figure 2-5 Old Citadel, Unit of Terrace Building after consolidation.

and fortification system, since they lay largely outside the perimeter of the
fortifications of the Old Citadel. In 1955, the clearing of the Destruction Level of
the Old Citadel (Fig. 3-3) began on a major scale and continued through the 1973
season, Young’s last.

The remarkable similarity in the layout of the two citadels was apparent
by the late 1950s (see Figs. 3-2 and 3-4). Beyond the entry complexes at the
southeast, in each case, lay two large courts—an outer (southeast) and an inner
(northwest)—separated by a substantial partition wall. Flanking these courts
in both citadels were monumental buildings of megaron type, rectangular
structures consisting of an antechamber, or in some cases a shallow porch,
opening into a large hall (Figs. 2-3 to 2-4, Pl. 1). The nature of the buildings
and their finds suggest that this sector in the Old Citadel was an elite quarter
(the Palace Area); the same may have been true for the corresponding sector
of the New Citadel.

In both citadels, a street or possibly another court lay to the northeast of
the inner court, as indicated by rows of megarons facing onto that open space
from the southeast. To the southwest of the courts in both citadels was a second
major district, defined by rows of large buildings facing each other across a broad
street or esplanade. Those of the eatlier citadel took the form of two large, multi-
roomed buildings on a terrace, each unit being of megaron plan with antechamber
and main hall (Fig. 2-5; see also Fig. 3-2). The multi-room building to the northeast
(the Terrace Building) was excavated its complete length of over 100 m by the end
of the 1967 season, with eight megaron-type units; it is thus one of the largest
buildings known from ancient Anatolia.
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Figure 2-6 Old Citadel, view of a unit in row opposite Terrace Building, under excavation.

The contents of both row buildings show that among the principal activities
carried out here were textile production and food processing on a massive scale
(Burke, Chapter 6 this volume; Figs. 2-6 and 2-7). Who the apparently numerous
workers were is not known. The isolation of the row buildings from the Palace
Area, with access possible only from either end of the Terrace Building (that from
the south controlled by a gatehouse), alludes to a desire for limited communication
between the two sectors. In the corresponding sector of the New Citadel (Fig.
3-4), the units that comprise the rows are freestanding rather than structurally
one, while a few of the units are not of megaron plan. We do not know whether
these buildings continued the function of textile and food production, which again
would have required a large work force. One clue that they did may lie in the fact
that once again there was a marked separation between this sector and that with the
courts and megarons, by substantial partition walls. Further, a New Citadel building
partially excavated under Voigt in 1988-89 contained an oven in its basement level,
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Figure 2-7 Old Citadel, unit of Terrace Building, with grinding platform.

as did most of the antechambers, or kitchens, of the row buildings in the Old
Citadel.

Following the most recent chronology (DeVries et al. 2003), the Old Citadel
belongs to the 9th century, with the destruction by fire coming close to 800 BC.
The New Citadel, in turn, may have been largely completed by the end of the 8th
century, the time of Midas. Unlike its predecessor, the New Citadel, as a fortified
entity, had a long life, extending with a variety of major permutations well into
the 4th century BC, perhaps even still serving the site when Alexander came in
334/3.

A revelation stemming from the later seasons of excavation under Young
was that, from at least as early as the time of the Old Citadel through the life
of the New, Gordion existed as a double mound; a street divided the minimally
explored western mound from the extensively excavated eastern mound and its
Phrygian buildings as described above. In both citadels substantial walls flanked
the street; they are now perhaps best viewed as the southwestern fortifications
of the eastern mound. When the New Citadel was erected the builders kept the
same exterior street level but rebuilt the flanking wall up to the level of the New
Citadel. Toward the end of the 4th century BC the decision was made to fill in
the valley that separated the two mounds, thus creating the single mound that we
see today. This major topographical alteration was carried out in conjunction with
the construction of the first of the Hellenistic towns on the consolidated mound
(DeVries 1990:400—401). :

More recent excavations under the direction of Mary Voigt, which began
in 1988, have contributed in many ways to our understanding of Gordion. One
important aspect has been the resumption of excavations in the western part of the
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mound that Young abandoned after 1950. Here, in Phrygian levels contemporary
with the New Citadel on the eastern mound, the buildings are primarily domestic,
as opposed to the monumental, presumably official buildings, found in the New
Citadel. Whether a similar difference in function ensued during the time of the
Old Phrygian Citadel is not clear.

Beneath the buildings in question lies 5 m of clay fill, the same as that
encountered between the two Phrygian citadels of the eastern mound. In 1993
a small sounding (1 x 4 m) through the clay came to a burned level that could
correspond to the Destruction Level of the Old Citadel on the eastern mound
(Voigt et al. 1997:4—6). The sounding was too limited to reveal the nature of the
burned level; yet here also, as in the post-clay Phrygian levels above, may have
been largely domestic settlement contemporary with the grand structures of the
old Phrygian citadel.

Herein, then, may lie the reason for two separate mounds at Gordion during
Phrygian times: one for official purposes and state-controlled activities, the other
domestic, perhaps serving the creature comforts of those involved in the business
of the citadel. This, admittedly, is highly speculative, since we know so very little
about the western mound in Phrygian times. We do not know, for example, whether
the western mound itself was fortified, although the findings from a step trench by
T. C. Young in 1994 on the northwestern edge of the mound suggest that it was
fortified during the life of the New Citadel (Voigt et al. 1997:4-6; Voigt, Chapter
3 this volume). 4

Just to the southeast of the main settlement mound lies the so-called Kiigtik
Hoyik or Small Mound (see Fig. 3-1). Excavated by Machteld Mellink during
the 1950s and 1960s, the Kiiciik Hoytik marks the site of a fortress atop a high
bastion, both of mudbrick. Fortification walls extend either side of the bastion,
but peter out from erosion in the flood plain of the river considerably short of the
main mound. This separately fortified area is now, with the excavations conducted
under Voigt, referred to as the “Lower Town.”

Anunexcavated mound (Kustepe) to the north of the main mound is probably
part of the same outer fortification system, as may be sections of walls found in
the present riverbed to the northwest of the main mound. Geomorphological
research indicates that in Phrygian antiquity the river ran east of the mound; the
river thus revealed land features when it formed its present course (Marsh, in Voigt
et al. 1997:23-26; Marsh 1999).

The Kiigik Hoyuk fortress and adjoining walls seem to have been constructed
in the late 7th or eatly 6th century BC, i.e., during the lifetime of the New Citadel.
Two eatlier periods of defense wall were detected by Mellink. These are now
complemented by a substantial terrace and ashlar structure found by Voigt within
the Lower Town, a building program that may be as early as the 8th century (see
Voigt, Chapter 3 this volume). The Kigiik Hoyiik fortress was destroyed by fire
following a siege, an event that, on the basis of imported Attic pottery, can be
linked to the march of Cyrus the Great of Persia against Kroisos of Lydia in the
540s BC. At the time of its destruction, fortress occupants were using primarily
Lydian, as opposed to Phrygian, pottery, thereby suggesting that the site was a
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Iydian garrison. The outer fortifications of which the fortress was a part could
have co‘ntinued to function after the disaster, when Gordion would have settled in
as part of the Persian Empire until the coming of Alexander over 200 years later,
Bevond lay the Outer Town, a vast, presumably unfortified district to the west
and northwest that survey and excavation under Voigt have added to the ancient
topography of Gordion (Voigt et al. 1997:8; Voigt, Chapter 3 this volurpe).

Of the some 85 burial tumuli in the vicinity of Gordion, approximately 35
have been excavated, including the five opened by the Korte brothers in 1900.
Excavation of tumuli by the Young team began in 1950, their first year of work
(starting with Tumulus A), and continued intermittently through 1969 (ending
with Tumulus Z). Since then, three tumuli were the objects of salvage excavations
by the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations after attempts had been made to rob
them. The excavated tumuli range from the 9th century BC into Hellenistic times,
with most in the 9th to 6th centuries, i.e., within the Phrygian period.

Of those belonging to Phrygian times, the interments extending down into the
later 7th century were in wooden tombs; then cremation burials without a wooden
tomb came into vogue (Kohler 1995; Young 1981). Tumulus burials are relatively
rare in comparison with the many people who would have lived and died in and
around Gordion during these centuries. The tumuli marked the final resting places
of the local elite, royalty and perhaps others of stature within Phrygian society.

The most spectacular of the tombs, opened in 1957, is that under the so-
called Midas Mound, an intact juniper and pine construction that is thought to
be the oldest, still-standing wooden building in the world (Young 1981:79-190).
Recently dated by radiocarbon to around 740 BC, the tomb is thus too eatly for
Midas, an historical figure of the later 8th century, and may be that of his father,
Gordias by name, if we accept what later, Classical sources tell us. The burial was
rich in grave goods, including numerous bronze vessels and fibulae, and masterly
produced inlaid wooden furniture that was surely the exclusive purview of royalty
(Simpson and Spirydowicz 1999).

Near the Midas Mound lies Tumulus III, excavated by the Kortes, and a
tomb opened by Young in 1956, Tumulus P, the grave of a child (Young 1981:1-
77). The last, while again containing elegant inlaid furniture (as did III) also yielded
zoomorphic vessels, animal figurines in wood, and a miniature bronze team of
horses attached to a chariot, all perhaps playthings for a prince or princess of the
Phrygian royal house.

Tumuli IIT and P have typological affinities suggesting that their dates are
similar, falling in the first half of the 8th century, perhaps a generation or so after
the destruction of the Old Citadel. Later Phrygian tumuli at Gordion are generally
far less grand in their furnishings, as though a pinnacle in the show of disposable
wealth had passed.

The excavations at Gordion have given us much insight into the life and
changing nature of an ancient Anatolian center. Gordion is of singular importance
for the archaeology of Phrygia, where no other site of the period has witnessed
such extensive excavation or revealed such a magnitude of monumental
architecture and material wealth. In broader perspective, much the same can be
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said for the archaeology of Central Anatolia in the Iron Age. With few exceptions
(Biiytikkale-Bogazkoy and Kerkenes Dag), architecture on a scale parallel to that
of the Phrygian citadels is pootly attested to for the period.

Moreover, the new, 9th century BC dating for the Old Citadel at Gordion
gives its large buildings temporal priority by a century or more over the rise of
monumental architecture in the Greek world to the west, which previously was
reckoned to be contemporary. With its enormous material wealth, including
both local and exotic goods, the great Destruction Level marking the end of the
Old Citadel has no equal for the Iron Age in Anatolia or, generally, the eastern
Mediterranean.

For the subsequent Hellenistic period, also, Gordion takes on considerable
prominence for Central Anatolia, where no other Hellenistic site has been so
extensively excavated. Of great chronological significance for the Hellenistic world
are the rich deposits of the abandoned level, which can be closely dated to 189 BC
and the expedition of the Roman general Vulso. In sum, Gordion easily enters the
ranks of major centers in antiquity.

Yet much remains to be broughtinto focus, such as the western mound and its
relationship with the Phrygian citadels of the eastern mound. Future investigation
stands to provide us with a more rounded picture of Phrygian Gordion than we
possess at present.
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OLD PROBLEMS AND NEW SOLUTIONS
Recent Excavations at Gordion

Mary M. VoiGT

This chapter briefly summarizes research at Gordion since 1988, setting out
the questions we sought to answer and some of our results, providing an example
of the ways in which a small-scale re-study project can enhance and supplement
data from large-scale older excavations (Fig. 3-1). Many of our questions arose
directly from the work of Rodney Young and his colleagues (see Chapter 2 this
volume). Other questions and the methods used to address them were new,
stemming from the interests of archaeologists trained in anthropology rather than
classical archaeology.

For example, in order to infer changes in political and economic systems
and to propose factors that influenced such changes, we used generalizations
or models derived from a cross-cultural or comparative approach. Documents
and the historical narrative constructed from them were considered but were not
privileged in the way that they had been by Young. For the most part our goals have
been achieved through careful planning and hard work. But like any archaeological
project we also posed strategies that failed, balanced by unexpected finds that
provided crucial pieces of information.

Our current understanding of the long-term urban settlement at
Yassthoytik/Gordion is based on three different kinds of data: large area
clearances made by Rodney S. Young and his colleagues G. Roger Edwards
and Machteld J. Mellink between 1950 and 1972 (see Figs. 3-2 to 3-4); small
stratigraphic soundings made under my direction between 1988 and 2001,
and intensive surface survey conducted since 1987 and currently directed by
Lisa Kealhofer. Surface survey and limited soundings have shown that the
large mound known as Yassihoytk and the tall, relatively small mound to the
south anchoring a crescent-shaped fortification system (the Kugiik Hoyiik)
are surrounded by a low-lying settlement that reached an area of nearly 1 km®
when the city was at its maximum size (Fig. 3-1).

BuiLDING A NEw RESEARCH PROGRAM: GOALS AND
STRATEGIES

In the summer of 1987 a team organized and led by Robert H. Dyson, Jr.
(then Director of the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology), went to Gordion to design a new program of fieldwork at the
site. Team members included archaeologists William Sumner and myself and
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Figure 3-1 Plan of Settlement showing topography of site. The Sakarya River is shown in its
modern location, rather than its location during the 1st millennium BC. See Marsh (1999).

architectural conservator and surveyor William Remsen, all of whom had worked
with Dyson in Iran as part of the Hasanlu Project.

Excavation at Gordion had stopped with the death of Rodney Young
in 1973. Fourteen years later there were good reasons for a new cycle of
research. First, Keith DeVries, who had served as Gordion Project Director
since shortly before Young’s accidental death in 1973, wanted to be relieved
of administrative responsibilities in order to concentrate on his own research
and writing. Second, Turkish officials were worried about the deterioration of
buildings within the Early Phrygian Destruction Level excavated between 1950
and 1972. They suggested a major program of site conservation, as well as
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Figure 3-2 Plan of the Early Phrygian Period/ YHSS 6.A.

new archaeological fieldwork. Third, Gordion offered an opportunity to conduct
research at a large urban site for Sumner and myself who had previously worked
on similar sites in Iran.

During a brief three-week season, Remsen mapped the eroded edges of
the Main Excavation Area and began to work with G. Kenneth Sams (a member
of the Gordion Project since 1967) on the conservation of the Eatly Phrygian
gateway (Fig. 3-2). Sumner walked, biked, and drove the 1961 Gordion pickup
truck across the countryside looking for remnants of past human activities.
Dyson and I reviewed Young’s publications and began wotk on the Citadel
Mound, examining standing architecture and the eroding edges of Young’s
excavations in order to obtain a basic understanding of building techniques and
stratigraphic processes.

In fall 1987, Dyson appointed G. Kenneth Sams as Gordion Project Director,
responsible for site and object conservation and the publication of Young’s
excavations. I was appointed Associate Project Ditector, responsible for the new
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Figure 3-3 Plan of the Destruction Level/ YHSS 6.A.

excavation and survey, and Sumner agreed to conduct a systematic regional survey
of the area around Gordion.

To expand upon the previous interest and expertise within the
Mediterranean world, I recruited a team who had worked in Eastern Anatolia
and Iran: Robert Henrickson (ceramics), Melinda Zeder (zooarchaeology),
and Naomi Miller (paleoethnobotany). I set three primary goals for the initial
cycle of new excavation: first, to obtain a detailed stratigraphic sequence with
associated ceramic and architectural remains that could be used to supplement
and interpret Young’s excavations; second, to obtain new information on the
economy through the systematic collection of floral and faunal remains as well
as manufacturing debris; and third, to obtain regional settlement patterns that
would aid in the interpretation of Gordion’s political and economic system for
each major period of occupation. Work began in 1988, funded by grants from
the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Geographic Society,
and private donors.
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During our first two seasons we defined a sequence covering the period
from Middle Bronze Age through Medieval times or ca. 1500 BC to AD 1500.
We accomplished this through two soundings: the Upper Trench Sounding which
extended from the modern surface to the Early Phrygian Destruction Level (Fig.
3-3), and the Lower Trench Sounding which began at the Destruction Level and
extended to the Middle Bronze Age (Fig. 3-5; Table 3-1). In 1990, a season devoted
to analysis, DeVries returned to Gordion and agreed to take on the study of Greek
ceramic imports from the new excavations, adding them to his much larger corpus
from the Young excavations.

A second cycle of excavation began in 1993, funded by the NEH, the Kress
Foundation, and private donors, focusing on Gordion as an urban settlement and
examining changes in its size, form, and organization through time. Our goal was to
obtain an archaeological sample from areas of the site that were virtually unknown,
including the western part of the Citadel Mound and the Lower and Outer Towns
(Figs. 3-1 and 3-5). At the same time, a Canadian team led by T. Cuyler Young,



Figure 3-5 Plan of the Citadel Mound showing major excavated areas.

Table 3-1 Historical and Stratigraphic Sequence at Gordion

Phrygian Period Names Approximate Absolute Dates ~ YHSS

Citadels Phases
Early Bronze Age c. 2500-2000 BC —
Middle Bronze Age c. 2000—1500 BC 10
Late Bronze Age c. 1500-12% century BC 8-9
Early Iron Age c. 12% century—c.950 BC 7

Old Citadel Initial Early Phrygian ¢.950-900 BC 6B
Early Phrygian ¢.900-800 BC 0A
Early Phrygian Destruction 800 BC

New Citadel =~ Middle Phrygian c.800-540 BC =
Late Phrygian c.540-330 BC 4
Early Hellenistic ¢.330-mid 3" century BC 3B
Later Hellenistic mid 3 —mid 27 cent BC 3A
Roman Early 1s-5% century AD 2
Medieval 13-14% century AD 1
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Jr., began work at Gordion, funded by the Royal Ontario Museum, the Social
Sciences and Humanities Council of Canada, and the University of Toronto. The
regional survey during this phase focused on the area in the immediate vicinity of
Gordion. Younger scholars replaced Sumner, who left the project in 1989 when he
became director of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (Kealhofer,

Chapter 11 this volume).

THE PROCESS OF REINTERPRETATION

We began our research with the assumption that we could not begin to talk
about the historical context of the site without a carefully defined relative chronology
anchored by absolute dates. The excavation units used to obtain our sequence were
different from those used by Young, reflecting ongoing development in archaeological
recording and collection techniques. Whereas Young’s basic stratigraphic and spatial
units were architectural (buildings and building levels), the new excavations used
arbitrary rectangular units (operations) with balks between units providing stratigraphic
controls. Breaks between minimal stratigraphic units defined within each operation
correspond to minor changes in human activities and/or in natural processes. After
analysis, these shorter units (representing weeks or months) were grouped into phases,
which represented significant periods of time (decades or centuries). For the first time
soils were sieved to recover very small items, and samples from each stratigraphic unit
were taken for flotation (microbotanical remains).

Ten major chronological units were defined, each characterized by distinctive
aspects of architecture, artifact types, and in some cases, floral and/or faunal
assemblages (Sams and Voigt 1990, 1991; Voigt 1994). In order to facilitate
comparison between old and new data, phase names within the Yassthoyik
Stratigraphic Sequence (YHSS) are those adopted by Young’s team (DeVries 1990;
Gunter 1991; Sams 1994a); however, we also adopted phase numbers for the new
sequence—YHSS 1 through 10—in order to clearly tie the old petiod names to
the new stratigraphic interpretation and to new criteria for period definition (Table
3-1). This distinction is especially important for YHSS 5/Middle Phrygian through
YHSS 3/Hellenistic, where better stratigraphic and chronological controls altered
our interpretation of Young’s data.

Using the new sequence, we set out to address several of the substantive
historical questions raised by Young’s research and outlined in the Source in 1988.
Two topics discussed there: the initial appearance of monumental architecture at
Gordion, signaling the formation of a powerful Phrygian polity, and the rebuilding
of Gordion after the Early Phrygian destruction. New evidence has changed our
understanding of the nature and timing of these key events at Gordion.

Problem 1: The Origins of the Phrygian State and Its
Chronology

Much of the evidence for the eatliest Phrygians at Gordion used to come
from historical sources. Writing in the 5th century BC, Herodotus states that
Phrygian speakers migrated out of the Balkans into Anatolia (7.73). This event
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occurred after the Trojan War, according to a lost book by Xanthus of Lydia
(a contemporary of Herodotus) cited by Strabo (1 6.680). During the Dark Age
that followed the 12th century collapse of states in the eastern Mediterranean
and central Anatolia, the Phrygians established themselves at Gordion, which
eventually became their capital. Our excavations in the Lower Trench Sounding
provided strong archaeological evidence for the arrival of a new group of people
at Gordion in the late 2nd millennium BC. As previously suggested by Sams
(1988), the immigrants used pottery with Balkan parallels (Henrickson 1993, 1994;
Voigt and Henrickson 2000a, b).

Texts from Greece and Assyria provided evidence for a powerful
Phrygian state ruled by Midas and his predecessors in the 8th century BC
(Mellink 1991:622 ff.), but no guidance on the emergence of a Phrygian
polity. Archaeologically, increased political control and centralization is often
indicated by construction projects that required significant inputs of labor
(Figs. 3-2 to 3-6). Rodney Young found some evidence for monumental
architecture at Gordion, a fortification wall and buildings stratified just
beneath the Destruction Level (summarized by Sams 1994a:7-10). Young also
found fragments of low-relief sculptures on stone slabs or orthostats that
have parallels at Syro-Hittite centers such as Carchemish and Zincirli, built
in the late 10th to early 9th century BC (Sams 1989). Sams argued that the
Gordion sculptures were later than the eastern parallels, but concluded that
the sculptures could be “no later than ca. 800 BC” (1989:453).

The Lower Trench Sounding provided new information on the construction
of these eatly stone buildings (Voigt 1994: 270-72). A seties of hard-packed surfaces
(YHSS 6B) yielded a lot of construction debris derived from buildings outside of
our excavation area. The debris consisted primarily of stone trimming flakes as
well as a few shaped blocks; all were of the soft white rock used for the sculpted
orthostats. We were extremely lucky to find one piece with a design that could be
matched by a wing on one of the sculpted pieces (Sams 1989:pl. 130:2), secure
evidence that the orthostats were carved during YHSS 6B.

More information on this early monumental phase was found in 1993 when
we again dug below the Destruction Level to explore a wall fragment cleared by
Young. We discovered a megaron we nicknamed the PAP Structure (Fig. 3-6), just
inside the Early Phrygian gate system (Voigt and Henrickson 2000b). The PAP,
gate buildings, and another pre-destruction building built of soft white stone (the
Northwest Enclosure) had the same orientation. Based on stratigraphy, as well as
building materials, we could now reconstruct a partial plan of the formal buildings
of YHSS 6B (Fig. 3-6) that preceded the later palace complex or Destruction Level
(YHSS 6A). The absolute date of the YHSS 6B complex was still set by Sams’s
dating of the associated orthostats to ca. 800 BC which was ultimately tied to a
date of 700 BC for the Destruction Level.

When we began work in 1988 one of the few things that most Gordion
scholars agreed on was the date of the Early Phrygian Destruction Level/YHSS
6A. This was set at the beginning of the 7th century BC based on an assumed link
between the fire and the presence of marauding Kimmerian nomads in central
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Figure 3-6 Plan of the first Early Phrygian monumental buildings or YHSS 6B.

Anatolia at that time. The dating of eatlier and later materials had to be adjusted
to accommodate this fixed point, as illustrated by Sams’ dating of the orthostats as
well as of Early Phrygian ceramics (Sams 1974, 1978, 1989, 1994a).

As we accumulated new data and as older material was re-examined, a 700
BC date became more and more problematic. For example, when Peter Kuniholm,
of the Malcolm and Carolyn Wiener Lab for Aegean Dendrochronology at Cornell
University, analyzed 256 samples of wood from Terrace Building 2 as part of the
stratigraphic sequence, the latest ring dated ca. 861 BC. A gap of more than 150
years between cutting date and the accepted date for the fire was so great that we
postulated that the timbers had been reused. The disquieting thing about the early
date for TB2A was that it confirmed a pattern set by other dendrochronological
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determinations from both Destruction Level and pre-destruction buildings
(Kuniholm 1988; Manning et al. 2001).

Even harder to accommodate was new information on the subsequent
Middle Phrygian/YHSS 5 period, which indicated that: (1) reconstruction started
almost immediately after the fire; (2) massive fills were laid over far larger areas
than had been thought; and (3) Gordion was at its maximum size during YHSS
5, NOT during YHSS 6A. If the Phrygians’ political power had been destroyed
by a Kimmerian raid in the eatly 7th century, who were the rulers that were
able to mobilize vast amounts of labor to begin reconstruction, and why were
historical sources silent on the large and prosperous city that we had documented
archaeologically?

A breakthrough on dating the Middle Phrygian reconstruction level came
when Keith DeVries identified a small sherd from a YHSS 5 context within the
Upper Trench Sounding as Early Protocorinthian, dating to the late 8th or early
7th century BC. He then linked this sherd with a substantially preserved Early
Protocorinthian vessel found in a Middle Phrygian context by Rodney Young, In
1998 DeVries argued that the rebuilding had been completed by at least the early
7th century BC and that the Eatly Phrygian fire and subsequent rebuilding took
place well before Kimmerians were reported in Anatolia.

Just over a year later, Sams noted that no Greek material had ever been found
in the nearly two hectares of excavated Eatly Phrygian Destruction Level. This
virtually eliminated the possibility that the imports from Middle Phrygian contexts
cited by DeVries were redeposited. In a meeting with DeVries and me in January
2000, Sams suggested that parallels between Early Phrygian pottery and other sites
with a secure historical chronology would support a destruction date in the third
quarter of the 8th century.

A potential date for the destruction around 750 BC was very important since it
placed this event before a time range when radiocarbon dating is imprecise, a period
that scientists call the “Hallstatt Disaster.” Kuniholm and I then decided to radiocarbon
date seeds found on the floor of Terrace Building 2A and reeds from its roof. The
seeds, from five different pots including three different plant species (barley, lentil, and
flax), produced calibrated dates of 830—800 BC. Reeds from the roof of the building
dated 890-815 BC, consistent with the dendrochronological date for the timbers and
suggesting a surprisingly early construction before ca. 850 BC.

DeVries and Sams are now conducting a reexamination of artifact parallels
for the contents of the Destruction Level buildings excavated by Young (see also
Chapter 4 this volume). The results, to date, are consistent with a late 9th century
date. Thus, the Early Phrygian destruction is 100 years earlier than previously
thought and can have nothing to do with the later Kimmerians. Moreover, YHSS
6A or (in Sams’s terminology) the Old Citadel is certainly not the city of Midas, who
instead lived in the rebuilt or New Citadel of YHSS 5. Returning to the initial Early
Phrygian monumental structures (YHSS 6B), this complex now fits comfortably
around 900 BC, the date suggested by its sculptures. We are still waiting for new
radiocarbon dates for the Early Iron Age, but the picture emerging is of a relatively
rapid rise to power of the Phrygian elite beginning around 950 BC.
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Problem 2: The Middle Phrygian Rebuilding

The date and sponsorship of the Middle Phrygian rebuilding phase had long
been a problem for Gordion scholars, one reflected by numerous changes in its
name. Young assumed that with their capital in ruins, the political power of the
Phrygian kings was broken. Having found no pottery earlier than the 6th century
BC in good contexts within the New Citadel, Young saw the Persians as sponsors,
referring to the rebuilt palace quarter as “the Persian Level” (Young 1955, 1956,
1958). This created a gap of about 150 years between the fire of 700 BC and
the arrival of the Persians in Anatolia after 550 BC. As excavation proceeded in
the early 1950s, Greek pottery dated to the 7th century BC was found in much
later contexts. Young and his colleague G. Roger Edwards postulated some kind
of occupation at Gordion, perhaps in the Lower Town; they introduced the
term “Lacuna Period” for the time when the Citadel Mound was thought to be
abandoned (Edwards 1959).

The recovery of imports dated to the first half of the 6th century BC in
primary contexts, within the New Citadel, eventually led Young to reject the
Persians as sponsors and to date its constructions ca. 600 BC. He sometimes
referred to the rebuilding as the “archaic level” (Young 1960), but retained a
preference for “the Persian City.” After Young’s death, the Gordion publications
committee made another change, agreeing to use the term Middle Phrygian period
for both the 7th century (that is the Lacuna period), and the construction and
occupation of the New Citadel. This terminology emphasized continuities in the
layout of the palace quarter between destruction and reconstruction.

New data and DeVries’s work on data collected by Rodney Young has produced
a radically different picture of the relationship between the fire and the Middle
Phrygian building project. Reading through Young’s fieldnotes in 1980, DeVries
discovered that the face of a retaining wall that confined a thick layer of fill to the
southeast of Megaron 1 had been burned, so the fill was laid before the fire (the
“Unfinished Project”; DeVries 1990:387-88, fig. 22). This fill or terrace was patt of
a construction project under way at the time of the fire that can be seen as the first
stage in the building of the New Citadel (Fig. 3-3). Thus, the catastrophic fire did
not trigger rebuilding but merely interrupted an ongoing process.

Further evidence for the timing of the Middle Phrygian rebuilding project
was found in 1989. The stratigraphic section through Terrace Building 2A (Fig.
3-7) shows that after the fire the stone walls were torn down and their blocks
thrown into the center of the room before fragile reeds from the burned roof
could be disturbed. Once the walls were reduced to a level height, there was
erosion and the formation of a hard surface, representing a relatively brief
interruption in the building process, a delay between initial leveling and the
laying of deep fills and foundations above this particular building, Thus instead
of a gap of a hundred or more years between the fire and the start of the Middle
Phrygian project, the first stage in reconstruction began immediately (Voigt et
al 1997y,

Our exploration of areas away from the Eastern Citadel shows that the Middle
Phrygian construction project was not confined to the palace quarter. In 1988,
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Figure 3-7 Section drawing (a) and photograph (b) showing debris from the
Destruction Level/ YHSS 6.4 and Middle Phrygian/ YHSS 5 rebuilding.
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Figure 3-8 Step trench in the Northwest Zone showing depth of the
Middle Phrygian/ YHSS 5 fills.

Sams pointed out that deposits found by the Kérte brothers in the western side of
the Citadel (later incorporated into Young’s South Trench) could be interpreted as
deliberate fill. This was confirmed when Operation 12, set within the limits of the
South Trench, encountered a fill layer beneath Middle Phrygian houses (Sams and
Voigt 1990). In 1993 we continued down through more than 5 m of clean fill to a
surface with Early Phrygian painted sherds (Operation 17; Sams and Voigt 1995).
A step trench in the northwest zone of the Citadel encountered another deep
layer of Middle Phrygian fill (Fig. 3-8), this time composed of 3.5 m of clean clay
resting on at least 2 m of rubble (Voigt and Young 1999:209, fig. 13).

These two soundings on the western part of the Citadel Mound clearly
indicate that the Middle Phrygian building project was far more massive than we
had thought. A thick layer of fill was used to create a second high mound to the
west, approximately level with the elevated eastern palace complex. A broad street,
found outside the western face of the palace quarter wall by Rodney Young, ran



OLD PROBLEMS AND NEW SOLUTIONS 35

between these two elevated areas of settlement (DeVries 1990). We do not yet
know how the deep fills of the Western Middle Phrygian Citadel were protected,
but there must have been some kind of facing or glacis to prevent erosion. We
also have evidence for the kinds of buildings placed on top of the newly created
mound. Excavation in 2002 on the northern edge of the Western Mound revealed
ashlar buildings with deep rubble foundations that must represent the remains
of monumental structures similar in construction if not in plan to those on the
Eastern Mound. In the Lower Town, the Middle Phrygian project included not
only a fortification system but also a broad terrace along the inner face of the walls
on which large-scale stone buildings as well as mudbrick houses were built (Voigt
and Young 1999). The timing of specific parts of the Middle Phrygian project is
not yet clear, though some information may come from a systematic study of the
ceramics recovered from levels immediately above the clay fill.

Problem 3: The Potential of the Outer Town

While much of our research since 1988 has achieved our stated goals,
I would like to close this summary with a discussion of things to come. One
aspect of our work has thus far been less successful: our attempt to define the
nature and date of settlement within the Outer Town. Intensive surface survey
established a scatter of pottery over 1 km® We had hoped to conduct large area
clearances in relatively shallow deposits. Instead, our soundings were limited by
current intensive agriculture, modern burials, and a greater depth of deposits than
expected. One trench reached well-preserved structures dating to the Late Phrygian
period, providing tantalizing samples of pottery that is clearly related to material
from Iran. Only one of these soundings reached sterile soil (Operation 22), and
again the material was unusual, including complete pots that Henrickson and Sams
consider transitional between YHSS 6 and 5 (Sams and Voigt 1995). To avoid
some of these problems we tried remote sensing, but neither magnetometer nor
resistivity surveys produced comprehensible plans. Agricultural backhoe trenches
provided brief unrecordable glimpses of stone wall foundations and courtyards.
The archaeological record of this unwalled and almost unknown area of the city is
one of our legacies to the next generation of Gordion excavators.
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GREEK POTTERY
AND GORDION CHRONOLOGY

KEerTH DEVRIES

The considerable volume of Greek fine-ware pottery at Gordion gives vivid
evidence for a receptive local market and a sustained commercial network through
which Greek vases were transported over some 400—650 km of land routes alone
(DeVries 1996:447). The pottery also has a key importance to the site as an often
sensitive indicator of chronology. By a fortunate coincidence, Greek imports
began in the second half of the 8th century BC, not long after the commencement
of the “Hallstatt Disaster” in radiocarbon dating (ca. 750-400 BC), a petiod when
radiocarbon determinations lose their precision.

This chapter discusses how the Greek pottery dates several significant contexts
at Gordion, from the late 8th century into the late 6th century BC. These years
extend from the period of the celebrated King Midas down to the incorporation
of Phrygia into the Persian Empire. The contexts include both tumulus burials and
occupation deposits.

" YASSIHOYOK /GORDION
Middle Phrygian Period

Figure 4-1 Plan of Middle Phrygian level of the Citadel Mound,
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THE SouTH CELLAR AND ITS STRATIGRAPHY

The eatliest contexts with Greek ceramics are in the South Cellar, a small squarish
structure (5.7 x 5.7 m), which was part of the Middle Phrygian Citadel (Fig, 4-1). It
was fully excavated in 1965. In the report for that season, the cellar was interpreted
as having been filled in a single operation, datable to the 5th century BC, based on
the presence of an Attic red-figure sherd, although the fill was recognized as also
containing much earlier material (Young 1966:269). Influential in the interpretation
was the experience of the cellar’s initial site supervisor, who removed the entire fill of
one section without observing stratigraphic distinctions (Gordion Notebooks 114 and
119). Another excavator, who dug the rest of the cellar in three successive trenches,
established a sequence of phases for the structure and for its fills (Gordion Notebook
121); her records have made it possible to draw a restored section (Fig. 4-2).

The cellar clearly dated after the beginning of the Middle Phrygian period, for at
least part of its north and west walls cut through the original Middle Phrygian surface.
Moreovet, a pit and a large storage jar lay below the south wall and show that the area
of the cellar was previously used.

The cellar originally comprised a single space, but was subsequently subdivided
by a partition wall (Fig. 4-2), and the floor level on the south side of the partition wall
was slightly raised. The area on the north side of the wall retained its old floot, on
which storage vessels were found in situ. In a later phase, that north space was filled
in to the surviving top of the partiion wall with a soft earth, exceptionally rich in
finds. At some point a different, “hard clodded” earth yielding only scanty finds was
thrown in on the south side of the wall, as well, over the raised, secondary floor there.
Over the top of the partition wall and passing over all the area it had once divided, a
fill continued up for ca. 0.30 m and was sealed by a final hard-packed floor. Up to this
point, things were clear-cut.

In these contexts there was one piece of Greek pottery: a sherd of a Corinthian
Late Geometric kotyle, ca. 735720 (Fig. 4-3, top), found in the stratum between the
original floor and the new, raised floor to the south of the partition. The date, like that
of the Eatly Protocotinthian kotyles discussed below (Fig; 4-3, bottom; Fig, 4-6), is quite
secure and rests upon the chronology detived from the foundation dates Thucydides
furnishes for Greek colonies in Sicily in combination with the earliest Cotinthian pottery
found at those sites (Coldstream 1968:322-327; Amyx 1988:397—434; Ridgway 1999).

In addition to the Greek piece, a fragmentary Phrygian lustrous black cup (P
5880) found north of the partition wall showed Greek influence. Its handle imitates a
Greek type of the 8th to early 6th century BC.

Another pottery import, from the eastern Anatolian plateau, provides some
chronological help: a sherd of an Aligar IV krater-type vessel found with the Corinthian
Late Geometric kotyle, not likely to be later than 720 BC. At Gordion, Alisar IV
pottery makes its initial appearance not long before the great destruction at the site
(Sams 1994a:162—63). The destruction itself can now be dated to the latter part of the
9th century, but not later than 805 BC (DeVries et al. forthcoming). At Bogazkoy the
ware is known during the Buytikkale IT phase, which has been roughly dated to the
8th century BC (Seeher 2000:37-38).
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Figure 4-3 Top row: Corinthian Late Geometric kotyle (P 3696 a, b). The smaller sherd is
[from the stratum between the original floor of the South Cellar and the new, raised floor to
the south of the cellar’s partition wall. Bottom row: Early Protocorinthian kotyle (P 3241
a. b) from the South Cellar. One fragment is from the Upper Layer and the other from an

unrecorded specific context within the cellar.

The phases of the cellar noted up to this point appear to span a fairly short
period, for the bronze artifacts in all these contexts are comparable to those in
Gordion Tumulus S-1. Part of a bronze belt with a handle similar to that of a belt
from Tumulus S-1 was found on the original floor south of the cellar partition,
and that was covered over eatly.! In one of the storage jars in situ north of the
partition were some of the fragments of a nearly complete belt whose handle
resembles another Tumulus S-1 belt.? A fibula in the fill with the Corinthian Late
Geometric and the Alisar IV sherds closely matches two from S-1.* Most of the
more than 20 fibulae from north of the partition resemble ones from the tumulus,
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and none is recognizably later.* None of the fibulae from the topmost stratum (the
fill below the final floor) is discernibly later than those in the lower contexts, and
several also have analogues in the S-1 fibulae.’

Above the last cellar floor was what she variously termed the “upper layer” or the
“upper fill.” This “upper fill” was disturbed by a later partial robbing of the cellar walls, a
disturbance which in one area went very deep. The excavator noted that “the highest fill [=
upper layer] was mixed...with construction debris of an ovetlying structure” (Notebook
121:157), which might stem from a separate disturbance. She desctibes the very different
nature of that earth: “fairly heavy and clodded, mixed with many bones™ (118).

The abundant Phrygian pottery of the “upper layer” is generally consistent
with that of the lower contexts. Moreovet, two of the three catalogued fibulae also
have counterparts in the lower cellar fills, in Tumulus S-1, or in both.¢ A sherd of an
Early Protocorinthian kotyle of ca. 720-690 BC, which joined with sherds from the
first excavator’s trench (Fig. 4-3, bottom), is close in phase and date to the Corinthian
Late Geometric sherd from the fill of one of the first modifications of the cellar.

Along with this early material is a mixture of later artifacts. The latest material
includes the abovementioned red-figure sherd, now assignable to the eatly 4th
century BC (P3470), and a rim sherd of a local imitation of an “echinus bowl,” a
shape starting in Greece ca. 400 BC (South Cellar Context Bag 1). Other material
is intermediate, including much of a Hellenizing West Anatolian kotyle of the late
7th or early 6th century BC (Schaus 1992:171, no. 48) and an Attic Gth-century
cup fragment (P5800). Tiles and architectural terracottas present ambiguous
dating evidence: their manufacture dates to the first half of the 6th century BC
(Glendinning, Chapter 7 this volume) but were commonly found in dumps created
by a clean-up in the early 4th century BC (DeVries 1990:400).

To summarize, the cellar filling above the highest floor seems to have
started fairly early: the late 8th century (the earliest possible date for the Eatly
Protocorinthian kotyle) to the early 7th century BC. A later supplementary filling
or a disturbance, e.g., the wall robbing, may have occurred around the eatly to mid-
6th century. New material was introduced eatly in the 4th century BC, perhaps in
connection with the construction of a building above the cellat.

The chronology below the last cellar floor therefore is apt to be no later
than the late 8th—early 7th century. The Corinthian Late Geometric in the earliest
cellar fill supports, in fact, use before the end of the 8th century, although a single
sherd cannot be conclusive. An important find by the first excavator, and thus
not assignable to a particular context, is a seal of the Lyre Player group, whose
manufacture Boardman (1990) assigns to North Syria and dates to ca. 740-720 BC
(Sams and TemizsGy 2000:76, fig. 165). It further strengthens the evidence for a
coherent, early component to the cellar’s contexts.

THE PHASE OF PHRYGIAN CULTURE OF THE SOUTH
CELLAR

The indication of a late 8th to eatly 7th century BC date for the lower
cellar contexts gives a welcome chronological anchor for the wealth of associated



™

Figure 44 Phrygian lustrous black jug with diamond faceting (P 3427), from soft fill to north
of the South Cellar’s partition wall.

Figure 4-5 Phrygian bichrome painted vessel (P 3278), a sherd of which is from below the
final floor of the South Cellar.
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Figure 4-6 Sherd of Early Protocorinthian kotyle

(YL 3235751 ))
from pit in Building 1: 2 cellar. Height 1.8 cm.

artifacts and to the stage of Phrygian culture they represent. The finds range from
such practical items as iron implements to such luxury ivory objects as a stamp seal
and a figurine (Young 1966:pl. 74, figs. 5-6). The fine ware attests a high level of
craftsmanship at the time. Nearly all the vases were lustrous black ware, and a large
number have grooved or relief surface decoration. The most striking ones bear a
diamond faceting (Fig. 4-4).

The painted pottery, while rarer, is also notable. While maintaining the Early
Phrygian tradition of geometric patterning used at and before the Destruction
Level, the patterning became livelier, with a free use of bichrome, which was still
fairly rare at the time of the destruction (Fig. 4-5, PL. 2).

This period of accomplished Phrygian craftsmanship comes at the
probable height of Phrygia’s political importance under its King Midas, whom
Assyrian records show to have been in power during at least the period 718-

TOEBE

THE SouTH CELLAR AND THE
DATE oF THE GREAT TUMULUS

One of the most significant aspects of the South Cellar is its implication

for the date of the Great Tumulus (MM), which has often been identified as
Midas’ tomb. As noted above, the fibulae and belts of the cellar correspond to
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those of Tumulus S-1, which is later than MM. The sequence of tumuli, based
on the differing stages of the bronze artifacts, not least fibulae, in each of the
burials, is clear: MM, the Mamaderesi Tumulus, Tumulus Z and S-1 (DeVries et
al. forthcoming).

Recent adjustments in Anatolian dendrochronology now put the date for
the felling of the juniper logs used in the MM tumulus at 740 BC +7/-3, older
than the previous determination of 718 BC +1/-1 (Manning et al. 2001; DeVries
et al. 2003). The evidence from the South Cellar strongly supports the new date
and makes it probable that the construction of the tomb and burial within was
not much later. A date around 740 BC would give enough time for the stylistic
changes to occur in the artifacts by the time of the cellar, possibly initially used in
the late 8th century and being filled in by the early 7th century BC. The old date of
718 BC would be impossibly constricting unless the true date of the South Cellar
was considerably later than the manufacture dates of the Corinthian pottery in its
fills.

The revised chronology for the tumulus, especially the burial, of course,
eliminates the possibility that the occupant was Midas, since the above-mentioned
Assyrian records show that he reigned until at least 709 BC.

MIDDLE PHRYGIAN BUILDING I:2 CELLAR

Another eatly context for which Greek ceramics provide dating evidence is a
cellar annex of the Middle Phrygian Building I:2 (Fig. 4-1). It was accessible from
the main building by a flight of steps cut through the 1:2 foundations. Its overall
size, ca. 5 m x 5 m, is reminiscent of that of the South Cellar, but its form was less
regular. An oven shows that it was a working room. Several floors and remodeling
phases indicate a fairly long period of use.

Fibulae from the occupation contexts are comparable to those of the South
Cellar and Tumulus S-1.” In a pit cutting down into occupation fills was the sherd
of an Eatly Protocorinthian kotyle, very early in that phase and datable to ca.
720-715 (Fig. 4-6).* In the cellar’s abandonment fill was a Greek or Greek-related
sherd of a small dinos with a Greek-looking dark paint overlain by white (Fig.
4-7). It is probably best classified as East Greek Subgeometric and put in the
second quarter of the 7th century or a little later.” The fibulae of the abandonment
fill support a relatively late date, for they have compressed forms with jammed-
together mouldings that make them later than the fibulae of the cellar’s occupation
phase as well those of the South Cellar and Tumulus S-1." They foreshadow the
late 7th century fibulae from Tumulus I discussed below.

TumMULI OF THE SECOND HALF OoF THE 7TH CENTURY

A gratifyingly large number of tumuli have Greek pottery from the second
half of the 7th century BC or slightly later. Tumulus H contained an East Greek
bird bowl of ca. 640—620 BC," Tumulus F a Transitional Corinthian alabastron of
ca. 630-615," Tumulus | an East Greek or possibly Hellenizing banded bowl of ca.
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Figure 4-7 Greek (2 or Western Anatolian?) dinos sherd (YH 32556.4)
from abandonment fill in Building I: 2 cellar.

625-600," Tumulus K-I six apparently Early Corinthian vessels of ca. 620-590,"
and Tumulus K a banded-rim Ionian cup of a similar date range.” The finds from
these tumuli, and sporadic finds from the Citadel Mound,'* document a steady flow
of Greek imports soon after the mid-7th century BC.

The very fact that there were regular trade connections is significant. While
Assyrian records show that the Kimmerians had been present in Central Anatolia
by the 670s BC, they only became a major problem in Western Anatolia, specifically
in the Lydian region, by the mid-660s, with crises recutring into the 640s (DeVries
et al. forthcoming). Herodotus (1.16) thought that the Kimmetians remained in
Anatolia until the Lydian King Alyattes, whose reign began ca. 610 BC, drove them
out. But even if they lingered that long, the trade evidence at Gordion indicates
some measure of stability was re-established well before. And beyond stability,
Tumulus F provides evidence for outright wealth: ivory inlays on a presumably
wooden container, a gold earring, and 50 gold sequins once sewn onto a fabric
(Kohler 1980:66-67, fig. 11).
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Figure 4-8 Phrygian bichrome jug (P 269) from Tumulus H.
Height to rim 21.5 cm. Height to handle 21.7 cm.

In the tumuli of this period there are signs of change in the material culture.
Bronze belts have vanished, and fibulae, which had been so abundant in the tumuli
from MM through S-1 as well as in the South Cellar, are relatively rare. In fact,
there were none at all in the tumuli with Greek pottery, but there were two with
advanced, compressed forms in Tumulus I, which is linked to Tumulus | through
a tumulus in Ankara.” A conservative geometric but bichrome painted pottery
style appears to be a hallmark of the period and is embodied on a jug from the
excavation of Tumulus H (Fig. 4-8)* found in the earth mantle rather than the
burial chamber. Its intact state suggests that it was nonetheless a funerary gift for
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Figure 4-9 Phrygian dinos (P 636) from Tumnlus |. Height 23.5 cm.

that interment. Its patterning is more restrained than that of some pieces from the
South Cellar (Fig. 4-5, PL. 2).

Another style, with an isolated panel decoration, is found in Tumulus | (Fig.
4-9)."” Isolated panels are common on fragments from the Citadel Mound that
lack good, datable contexts and on pottery at other Central Anatolian sites, both
Phrygian and non-Phrygian. Tumulus ] gives the welcome assurance that the style
had begun by the late 7th century BC.»

Another major change is in burial practices. While some tumuli still housed
inhumations in wooden chambers (H and J), others contained cremations with no

chambers (F, K, and K-I).

SECOND QUARTER OF THE 6TH CENTURY

In the second quarter of the 6th century BC, by which time Gordion
along with all of Phrygia west of the Halys River had become incorporated into
the Lydian empire (no later than 585 BC), another dense sequence of deposits
with Greek pottery occurs. By that time, Attic pottery had emerged as a strong
competitor to Corinthian ware throughout the Greek world and beyond. Thus
its presence, in quantity, at Gordion is not surprising. Its absolute dating is quite
closely determinable from the representational style of the earliest surviving
olive-oil amphoras that were awarded in the Panathenaic athletic and athletic
competitions beginning in 566 BC.

Found in Tumulus K-V (a cremation) were two Attic black figure cups of a type
called on the basis of the find location “Gordion cups” (Koérte and Kérte 1904:140—
42, pls. 7-8; Boardman 1974:figs. 108.1-2). They can be dated to ca. 570-560 BC,
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Figure 4-10 Attic black-fignre Gordion cup (SF 96-269) signed by Sondros as maker, from
dump deposit on the Western Citadel Mound. Height 9.4 cm. Rim diameter 15.3 cm.

on the Panatheniac criterion. One is signed by Kleitias as painter and Ergotimos as
maker, who were the collaborators on the most celebrated of all Attic black figure
vessels, the Francois Vase.

A clay floor of the Middle Phrygian Building M (Fig. 4-1) contained numerous
fragments of an Attic black figure amphora (P2074), which von Bothmer has put
stylistically between the Tyrrhenian Group and Lydos and has dated to 560-550
BC (Edwards 1959:26, pl. 65, fig. 4; Gordion Notebook 74, 125 and section, 131).
Approximately contemporary with it is a large dump deposit on the Western
Citadel Mound (Chapter 3 this volume). The material was thrown into a pit cut
down into both a Middle Phrygian structure and trenches that robbed out that
building’s walls. The dump thus was well after the structure’s abandonment.

The deposit yielded a huge volume of Phrygian coarse and fine pottery,
a lesser amount of Lydian, and a still smaller amount of mixed Greek pottery,
comprising (at a minimum) Attic, Corinthian, and East Greek. Among the Attic is
a late Gordion cup bearing the name of Sondros as maker (Figs. 4-10 and 4-11);
a likely date is 560-550 BC (Brijder 2000: 554-557). Previously known Sondros
cups are all very fragmentary; the Gordion find is the first to preserve figured
decoration and the overall form.

The rest of the Attic pottery is consistent with that mid-century date. A
black-figure krater attributable to the painter Lydos belongs to what Tiverios
defines as that artisan’s middle phase and dates “from 555 to just before 5407
(Fig. 4-12; Tiverios 1976:85),” while an Attic black-glaze olpe dates ca. 575-550
BC (Sparkes and Talcott 1970:77, 253, nos. 247-249; Gordion YH 54211). A
Corinthian aryballos and two kotyles have a Middle Corinthian character (A.
Brownlee, personal communication).” In the lowered Middle and Late Corinthian
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Figure 4-11 Detail of interior of cup in Fig. 4-10.

chronology urged by Tiveros, they would fit the dates of the Attic finds (Tivetios
1985-86:79-80).

| The Greek pottery, with its consistent, tight dating of the Attic pieces, and,
in all probabﬂity the Corinthian, provides a close date for the abundant, associated
Phrygian material as well. The Phrygian fine pottery is overwhelmingly gray to
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Figure 4-12 Attic black-fignre column krater (P 4563a, by P 5415; YH 51501); the two
lower fragments are from dump deposit on the Western Citadel Mound.
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Figure 4-13 Phrygian jug from dump deposit on Western Citadel Mound (SF 96-332).

black ware, but it includes a nearly complete painted jug (Fig. 4-13), whose
decoration strikingly demonstrates the persistence of geometric patterning at
this relatively late date. The one advanced aspect is the panel-like framing of
the decoration.

The deposit also reveals a change in the manner of fastening garments. As
discussed above, fibulae became scanty by the second half of the 7th century.
Fibulae are completely absent from the dump despite the great volume of material;
instead, bronze pins are present.
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Figure 4-14 Attic black-figure Lip Cup (P 2304) from burned floor inside a gate of the
cereutt wall aronnd the Lower Town.

OuTER CIRcUIT WALL AND THE PERSIAN CONQUEST

Immediately east of the Citadel Mound lay the Middle and Late Phrygian
Lower Town, which during part of its eatly history had been protected by
Gordion’s outer circuit wall. That fortification was the scene of military action,
as is shown by arrowheads embedded in its mudbricks and by a siege ramp that
was erected against a high fortress incorporated into the wall. The assault was
evidently successful, for a fire swept most of the fortress, and there was further
burning in areas to the inside of the one known major gate of the circuit. In
destruction contexts in the latter zone were fragments of Attic Little Master cups,
including the lip-cup illustrated in Fig. 4-14. Accepted dates for the production of
the Little Master class are ca. 560-525 BC (Brijder 1996: passim; Brijder 2000: 549,
557—-68), and the Gordion cups fall early in the overall sequence.”

Since the 1980s, excavators at the Lydian capital of Sardis have also come
across dramatic evidence for military action. Destruction contexts there, too,
include Attic Little Master cups (Greenewalt et al. 1995:18, fig. 20; Greenewalt and
Rautman 1998: 490-92), and they are again early, pointing to a mid-century date,
as does other Attic poetry from those deposits. Attacks at both sites at the same
period are only explicable as occurring during the Persian conquest of the Lydian
Empire in the 540s. Thus Gordion and Sardis together give a general substantiation
to the absolute dating for that phase of Attic pottery, previously based on stylistic
evolution, although allowing for a possible slight downward adjustment.
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Figure 4-15 East Greek perfume flask (T 1), in the form
of a kore figure, from Tumnlus A. Height 26.8 om.
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TuMuLUSs A

Tumulus A (a cremation), the excavation of which began on the first day
of the first season of the University of Pennsylvania Museum’s work at Gordion,
was, ironically, the most luxurious deposit ever found at the site, containing gold
and electrum jewelry, a silver mirror, and ivory objects (Kohler 1980:67—69). An
East Greek terracotta perfume container in the form of a young woman (“kore”)
suggests a date of ca. 540-530 BC for the burial (Fig. 4-15; Romano 1995:13—
14, no. 27). The date is supported by a fragmentary Greek ivory figurine (Sheftel
1974:27, fig. 2a). Confirming the decline of fibulae and their traditional forms is
the presence of a single fibula of an unrecognized type (B 1439).

The date of the tumulus in the very eatly years of Persian domination is
significant, for it is near the very end of the sequence of known pre-Hellenistic
tumuli at Gordion. With the consolidation of Persian rule in Anatolia, Daskyleion
and Kelainai were made the capitals of the two Persian satrapies governing Phrygia.
The now minor status accorded Gordion corresponds both to the cessation of
tumulus burials and to the overall eclipse of monumental architecture on the
Eastern Mound in the Achaemenid period (the Mosaic Building, discussed in
Chapter 7 this volume, being an exception).

Gordion hardly lacked economic vitality in the Achaemenid period, however.
Voigt’s work documents industrial activity, Lawall (1997) has found that a steady
importation of Greek wine begins in the late 6th century, and the commerce in
Greek fine ware increased. In addition to the dates that such pottery continues to
give during that period, it serves as an index of the site’s prosperity despite its new,
secondary role.

CONCLUSIONS

Greek pottery is an invaluable guide throughout the periods considered here,
dating the artifacts with which it is associated. It establishes that production of
the lustrous-black facetted ware occurred in the late 8th or early 7th centuries;
previously the ware had lacked good chronological definition and was dated as late
as the 5th century BC. The Greek dating evidence also shows that the widespread
isolated panel style of Phrygian painted ware had begun by the late 7th century.
Furthermore, it documents and dates changes in fibulae, not least the decline in
their use.

Morte broadly, the contexts in which the Greek pottery appears, and for which
it furnishes the dates, shed light on Gordion’s cultural and political history. The
South Cellar gives evidence for a particularly high standard of craft production
during the era of Midas. The tumuli of the latter half of the 7th century BC
indicate that Central Anatolia was more flourishing at the time than we might
otherwise suppose from Herodotus’s account that Kimmerians were still present.
Finally, the Greek imports in the latest pre-Hellenistic tumuli tie the end of the
monumental burial tradition to the Persian establishment of political centers
elsewhere in Phrygia, when Gordion took on a new but still notable character.
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NOTES

1. South Cellar belt: B 1605. Tumulus S-1 belt: Caner 1983: pl. 77, G1; Kohler
1995, fig. 52, I. The rest of the South Cellar belt was found in a nearby pit in that
floor.

2. South Cellar belt: B 1604. Tumulus S-1 belt: Caner 1983: pl. 77, G4;
Kohler 1995, pl. 66B.

3. Caner 1983, pl. 50, 783A and 783B (Tumulus S-1) and 784 (South Cellar).

4. The published ones are Caner 1983, nos. 518, 619 (cf. 615 from Tumulus
S-1), 692, 771 (cf. 783B from S-1), 776 (cf. same), 826 (cf. 818 from S-1), 864 (cf.
854 and 854B from S-1), 1059 (cf. 1070 from S-1), 1062 (cf. 1070 from S-1), 1099,
1119, 1122 (cf. 1126 from S-1).

5. The published ones: Caner 1983, nos. 675 (cf. 6641 from Tumulus S-1),
826 (cf. 818 from S-1), 848 (cf. 843 from S-1), 1018, 1119 (cf. 1127 from S-1).

6. Caner 1983, nos. 449 (cf. 418 and 430A-431 from Tumulus S-1) and 1061
(cf. 1062 from lower in the cellar and 1070 from S-1). The third: no. 950.

7. SE'521 (YH 32B11), 8E 522 (YH 52817), SE 614 (¥H S2849)

8. The wall flares out more broadly (in the Late Geometric manner) than it
does on the EPC kotylai, Coldstream 1968: pl. 21, d-f, but the foot has more of the
EPC profile than do those of the advanced LG kotylai of Coldstream: pl. 19, j-f.

9. Callipolitis-Feytmans 1970: 105 for the beginning of the East Greek small
dinos production and cf Coldstream 1968: 330 for the context. Eilmann 1933:
Beil. 35, 14 for added white.

10. SF 448 (YH 32848), SF 450 (YH 32074).

11. P 286. Kohler 1995:TumH 2, pp. 48-49, pl. 27B-D.

12. P 291. Kohler 1995:1980: 66, fig, 8.

13. P 591. Kohler 1995:Tum] 35,68, pL 394,

14. Korte and Korte 1904:133-134, fig. 117.

15. P 4930. Unpublished.

16. Especially important because they come from the early part of the
overall period considered here are two bird bowls, P 1488 and P 2057, which M.
Kerschner places in the third quarter of the 7th century (pers. comm., July 28,
1996), and fragments of Middle Wild Goat I oinochoai (jugs): P 3579 (ca. 640-625
BC) and two sherds,P 1265 and P 2728, from probably the same oinochoe (very
late in MWG 1, ca. 630-625 BC).

17. Caner 1983:n0. 522, pl. 40 and no. 697C, pl. 46 (the I fibulae). Mellink
1990:140 (Ankara tumulus).

18. P 269. Kohler 1995:TumH 18, p. 51, pl. 28].

19. P 636. Kohler 1995:Tum] 36, 68-69, fig. 27D, pl. 39B.

20. Another Gordion tumulus, Tumulus B, has two nearly complete vessels
with isolated panels. A Lydian lekythos puts the tumulus into the sixth century.
(Kohler 1995: pls. 8C and pl. 10D-g; G. Gultekin, pers. comm. 2002).

21. Two sherds of the krater, P 5415 and YH 51501, are from the dump,
while two others, P 4653 a-b, are from the Eastern Citadel Mound.

22. P 210, YH 54238 and YH 54242.
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23. A formative phase of lip-cups dates slightly earlier, ca. 565-560, than
that of the standard Little Master cups in the analysis of Brijder, who has the

normative cups begin ca. 560. The palmette decoration of the lip-cup of Fig. 4-14
suggests a date of ca. 560-550.



5
RECONSTRUCTING THE ROMAN-PERIOD
TowN AT GORDION

ANDREW GOLDMAN

In 25 BC the Roman Emperor Augustus (27 BC-AD 14) annexed a large
swath of central Turkey to create the Roman province of Galatia. To facilitate the
administration of this new territory, three cities were founded at the largest Galatian
tribal centers, Ancyra, Tavium, and Pessinus (modern Ankara, Biiytliknefes, and
Ballihisar, respectively). Although Gordion had a legendary reputation by Roman
times, it was not chosen to become a major center, having long since declined from
its position of regional dominance. Indeed, the geographer Strabo (ca. 64 BC—ca.
AD 21) describes the former Phrygian capital as having been reduced in his day to
a mere village, if slightly larger than those around it (Strabo 12.5.3). Gordion had
become one of many small communities along the Ancyra-Pessinus highway amid
the Galatian highlands.

It is small wonder, then, that Roman Gordion has until recently failed to
receive significant attention. Strabo’s widely accepted description of the Roman-
period settlement provided little incentive to pursue further investigation. After a
brief exploratory sampling of the Roman-period strata by R. S. Young in 1950,
excavations were quickly re-directed to areas of the Citadel Mound beyond the
Roman town’s periphery, where pre-Roman levels were more readily accessible
(Young 1951). The impressive pre-Roman remains have garnered the lion’s share
of resources and research at Gordion, and the late habitation levels were treated
with the casual disregard common to other major Anatolian Bronze or Iron Age
centers, such as Bogazkoy, Kultepe, and Acemhdyuk. For neatly 50 years the modest
discoveries of Gordion’s Roman-period inhabitants thus remained unanalyzed and
unpublished, quietly tucked away in storage depots.

RomMAN GORDION: HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SIGNIFICANCE

Since 1993 we have witnessed a resurgence of interest in Roman Gordion,
as scholars have become increasingly aware of its potential to shed light upon
provincial dynamics in Roman Galatia. The primary impetus for this change was
the publication of Mitchell’s Anatolia (1993), a landmark study that heightened
interest in the economic, political, and cultural development of central Anatolia
during the Roman Imperial period. Mitchell’s work opened a new dialogue about
complex socioeconomic phenomena such as urban growth and consolidation, the
expansion of the regional economy, and patterns of rural settlement and land
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ownership. Such issues have rarely been addressed for Rome’s Anatolian provinces,
and Mitchell’s detailed models, formulated largely on the basis of the surviving
literary and epigraphic sources, have sparked much discussion and debate about
Roman Galatia.

The chief criticism that can be leveled at Mitchell’s work is the virtual
absence of archacological data in support of his theses. The fault rests not with
Mitchell but with the dearth of excavations at Roman-period sites in the Galatian
hinterlands. Although the former urban centers of Roman Galatia have received
some attention, Galatian town and village sites have lain virtually untouched. Over
the past several decades steady increases in population and agricultural activity
in central Turkey have affected such sites adversely. The rapid disappearance of
these smaller sites is diminishing our opportunity to recover evidence of their
otganization and development. Such circumstances are doubly disturbing since
sites elsewhere across Turkey are also disappearing, reducing potential comparanda
in a country where scant evidence exists for the physical organization or material
culture of such communities. The lack of archaeological data in the rural districts
of Galatia and adjacent provinces has hindered our study of Roman-period
settlement, and we must view current models for Galatia’s development and
organization with caution in light of the limited body of material evidence upon
which they are based.

Excavated Roman-period material at Gordion can address this lacuna,
and analyzing it gives us the first opportunity to detail the social and economic
dynamics of Galatia’s rural landscape. The town is exceptional as the only excavated
settlement of its date, size, and rural status in central Turkey, as well as one of the
few excavated Roman-period towns in Anatolia.

Gordion was located on a major east-west highway linking Ankara and the
Black Sea region to the northeast with Pessinus, Colonia Germa (modern Babadat),
and the Aegean provinces to the southwest. The presence of this road—still
partially visible to the east of Gordion—facilitates the study of trade patterns on
both local and interregional levels. In addition, Gordion’s location near the nexus
of the three urban #erritoria, thus at some distance from the influence of these
major provincial centers, provides an excellent environment for measuring the
impact and extent of Romanization in rural Galatia.

Finally, the town’s extended period of occupation, from the early 1st
century AD until at least the early 5th century AD, allows us to study long-term
change in the settlement’s size, organization, and economic activity. Comparison
of observed changes with events known to us through the surviving historical
sources permits an investigation of the impact of wider regional developments
on local conditions.

Although the analysis of excavated material from the Roman-period
occupation strata began only in 1996, results from this ongoing work have already
produced important contributions to our understanding of both Roman Gordion
and the Galatian province. Following a general reconstruction of the town’s
history, discussion centers on an analysis of the middle Imperial phase of town’s
occupation (Phase 3), a roughly 50-year period during the Flavian and Trajanic eras
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(ca. AD 70 to 120). This particular phase is contemporaneous with a critical era
during which a well-documented program of wide-scale regional development was
set into motion by the Roman emperors and their subordinates (Broughton 1938;
Magie 1950; Mitchell 1993). A broad range of literary, epigraphic, and numismatic
sources relates directly to this crucial stage of Galatia’s provincial development,
the details of which will be discussed briefly below. This phase is the most widely
explored and most extensively studied stratum of the town, providing the best
archaeological data to inspect the historical models in some detail.

Historical sources have inherent limitations, and their silence on certain issues
raises numerous questions. For example, to what extent, if any, did the Roman-
sponsored initiatives of the 1st century AD affect the economic and cultural fabric
of Galatia’s non-urban communities? Did administrative, military, and economic
developments across Galatia have a measurable impact on life in the rural hintetlands?
Is it possible to detect a noticeable increase in Romanization within the countryside,
beyond the immediate range of the province’s capitals? Potential answers to such
questions lie within the archaeological finds from Roman Gordion.

HistoricAL CONTEXT OF GORDION PHASE 3
(FLaviaN AND TRrAJANIC ERA)

Before turning to the archaeological data from Roman Gordion, an overview
of the province during the late 1stand early 2nd centuries AD is essential. According
to textual evidence, Galatia during the Flavian and Trajanic periods witnessed
political, military, and economic reorganizations on an unprecedented scale. At
the accession of Vespasian in AD 69, Galatia had been a province for neatly a
century, its territory slowly expanding as Augustus and his successors annexed
and appended adjacent regions. Although Galatia stood as the eastern frontier in
Anatolia for four decades, the province enjoyed comparative peace during the 1st
century AD. Because Galatia contained no legionary forces, a governor of lower
political status was normally selected to administer the territory.

The local economy appears to have been based on both agricultural and
pastoral production; Pliny the Elder and other ancient authors praise the high
quality of the region’s batley, its sheep, and woolen products (Broughton 1938).
The province always possessed few urban centers, and until the Neronian petiod,
civic coinage was minted in limited quantities.

Nero’s Parthian War (AD 54-66) in eastern Anatolia resulted in significant
changes in the defense and administration of Galatia in the subsequent early
Flavian era. Vespasian saw the need for a stronger, permanent frontier zone in
Anatolia, after the incursions of the Alani tribesmen and a revolt in neighboring
Pontus during the civil wars of AD 68-69. Permanent legionary bases wete
therefore constructed in eastern Cappadocia, along the Euphrates River at Satala
and Melitene. By AD 72 the whole of Anatolia to the west of the Euphrates lay
within the Empire’s borders. Vespasian further consolidated Roman administrative
and military control by annexing the remaining client kingdoms in Anatolia in AD
75. The districts of Pontus, Pisidia, Isauria, Phrygia, Lycaonia, and Paphlagonia
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were included in the expanded province, a massive unified command that ancient
writers referred to simply as Galatia.

Ancyra remained the chief metropolis of the province. To oversee a smooth
transition within Galatia, Vespasian dispatched governors of proven loyalty, most
of who had served previously as /ga# under his direct command or had past
experience in dealing with Eastern affairs (Mitchell 1993). Among other duties,
these governors or their direct subordinates upgraded the provincial highway
network across the newly enlarged province. Preserved milestones from Galatia,
Cappadocia, Pontus, Pisidia, Paphlagonia, Lycaonia, and Armenia Minor attest
to these enormous building programs (Mitchell 1993). The improvement of
the Ancyra-Pessinus highway was among these projects that facilitated the rapid
deployment of the army, its supplies, and communications. Such projects also
stimulated local and interregional commerce, as suggested by the increased output
of bronze coinage among the cities of Galatia.

This chain of events, gleaned from the literary, epigraphic, and numismatic
sources, is interpreted as a major effort by the Flavians to improve infrastructure,
administration, defense, and prosperity. While the exact speed, scope, and
impact of these events is debated, these developments clearly mark an important
developmental phase for Galatia (Mitchell 1993).

PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM THE YOUNG/VOIGT
ExcavaTtions (1950-2002)

Portions of the Roman-period town have been explored in three separate
areas on the Gordion Citadel Mound (Fig. 5-1). Young excavated two sectors of the
community in 1950, on a bluff in the Northwest (NW) Zone overlooking the river,
and in the Southwest (SW) Zone, where the Korte brothers had excavated several
trenches during their 1900 field season (Korte and Kérte 1904). In the late 1960s and
early 1970s, Young’s team uncovered a third area at the northeastern corner of the
settlement. Beyond a series of small trash pits and the occasional stray coin find, no
evidence for Roman habitation was discovered in the Main Excavation area.

The NW Zone, where R. S. Young excavated a 24 x 40 m trench, is the largest
area of the settlement exposed and is thus the focus of this chapter. M. M. Voigt
and T. C. Young’s resumption of excavation in that area between 1995 and 2002
uncovered two eatlier phases of the settlement, so a total of four Roman-period
building phases (Phases 1-4) are now recognized in the NW Zone (Voigt et al.
1997; Sams and Voigt 1997, 1998).

Analysis of the first two phases is currently under way. Dating of these two
phases remains tentative, but together they appear to span ca. AD 0 to 70/75,
roughly from the early Julio-Claudian to the onset of the Flavian period. Evidence
from these two eatly phases and contemporary ceramic finds from the eastern
Citadel Mound indicate that the town rapidly expanded during this early phase,
nearing its largest extent of ca. three hectates, covering no more than one-third of
the Citadel Mound. Such limited dimensions lend credence to Strabo’s description
of the site as a village during the eatly 1st century AD.
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Figure 5-1 Plan of the Gordion Citadel Mound, with the location of the Roman trenches and
the approximate perimeter of the settlement at its largest extent.

Plan by S. Jarvis; revised by A. Goldman.

The phase of interest here is Roman Phase 3, dated via the ceramics, lamps,
and stray coin finds to ca. AD 70/75-110/120 (Goldman 2000). Roman Phase 3 of
the NW Zone proved to be well preserved, and Young’s 1950 excavations revealed
three separate structures lining a cobble-paved, colonnaded street (Fig. 5-2). Building
1, to the north, possessed a peristyle courtyard and at least two subsidiary rooms,
the largest of which was partitioned by a mudbrick wall. Voigt’s excavations of the
earlier phases of Building 1 revealed that the petistyle plan was a new one, replacing
the simple, open courtyard of Phases 1 and 2. Simultaneously, a rectangular room to
the southwest was partitioned off to form a space accessible only from the cobbled
street (Fig, 5-3). A similar double-roomed suite was located in Building 2, just to the
cast. These detached rooms were probably small shops (fabernae), a common feature
of towns across the empire. No such rooms have been identified thus far in the
earlier Roman strata, suggesting that more complex subdivisions of space, for both
private and commercial reasons, occurred during the Flavian/Trajanic period.

Roman Phase 3 also witnessed the building of colonnades and sidewalks along
the paved street 6 m wide. These colonnades were constructed using stone from pre-
Roman structures, and over a dozen plinths and stone bases were discovered n situ
along the street (Fig, 5-4). The three surviving stone bases indicate that the columns
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Figure 5-2 Plan of Roman Phase 3, with colonnaded street. Plan by E. B. Reed;
revised by A. Goldman.

were either fully or partially made of stone drums and probably topped by wooden
architraves. The colonnade would have presented a rather rustic display to an urban
dweller: red and gray stone was used interchangeably, column placement varied up to
0.75 m, and no attempt was made to place opposing columns symmetrically across
the expanse of the street. The inhabitants sought to convey the image of a proper
Roman public venue lined by typical columnar fagades. The colonnade’s presence
demonstrates not only the development of a more sophisticated manipulation of
public space during Roman Phase 3, but also that significant resources were committed
to constructing the outward trappings of an urban center in a rural Galatian setting,
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Figure 5-3 Isolated street-side room in Building 1 (Roman Phase 3),
probably a shop (taberna). Courtesy of Gordion Archives.

The ceramic and numismatic assemblages further support the view
that prosperity increased in Roman Phase 3. Recent analysis of Phase 1 and 2
ceramics has confirmed that red-slipped fine wares—commonly referred to as
Eastern Sigillata (ES)—appear for the first time in large quantities during Phase 3.
These ES fine wares include an imported Cypriote vessel with the characteristic
nicked rouletting, barbotine “webbed” cups popular in the Roman West (Fig. 5-5),
and popular Flavian forms such as vertical rim dishes (Fig, 5-6) and cups. While
no evidence of production has been found to date at Gordion, analysis of the
fine wares associated with Phase 3 is currently under way to determine whether
manufacture took place locally. Preliminary compositional matches of the wares
suggest some trade links with the Levant (Goldman and Grave in prep.). The
larger issue of the production and dissemination of Roman-period fine wares in
Galatia is yet to be addressed (Hayes 1997:54).

The Gordion fine wares, however, most closely resemble those found in the
Pontic region rather than in western or southern Anatolia. Since imports make
up only a small percentage of the excavated assemblage, it appears that much of
the pottery is of Galatian manufacture, perhaps from one of the province’s urban
centers. The development of local Galatian ceramic industries and the growing
circulation of red-slipped wares would tie in well with the increased commercial
activity suggested for the Flavian and Trajanic eras (Mitchell 1993).

Coins provide additional evidence for the growth of economic activity at
Gordion during Phase 3. Although one hoard of 22 coins was unearthed in 1973
(Hoard X, dated via rare issues of the emperor Galba to ca. AD 69-70), most
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Figure 54 Roman Phase 3 colonnaded street, with gutter and cobble-paved surface.
Counrtesy of Gordion Archives.

are stray coin finds of Galatian issue (DeVries 1990:405-6). Low denomination
bronze pieces of the Flavian and Trajanic periods dominate the more than 80
Roman-period coins recovered. Comparatively few later issues from the Severan
through Theodosian eras are present. It is difficult, of course, to say anything
certain based on such a random collection. If the coins reflect a representative
sample of circulating currency, then the frequency of Flavian and Trajanic issues
might indicate an increase in commercial transactions at Gordion. Such a view
would correspond with our understanding of the regional economy during this
period, when improvements to the province’s infrastructure and the burgeoning
output of civic coinage are likely to have bolstered local markets.

If the interpretation of Roman Phase 3 is correct, then the site’s physical
and commercial development appears to correlate with the imperial initiatives of
the Flavian period. Road building activity played a role in this new prosperity,
for roads facilitated the movement of currency, labor, and trade goods. Gordion
would have benefited from its location on a highway linking several administrative
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centers. Some suggest that Gordion should be equated with Vindia or Vinda,
a posting station (szatio) on this highway listed in the Antonine Itinerary. The
distance between Gordion and Colonia Germa corresponds exactly to that listed
in the itinerary, placing Vindia or Vinda in the immediate vicinity of Gordion
(French 1978; Mitchell 1993). Although no present evidence confirms this
identification, Gordion’s role as a local administrative center would explain many
of the developments discussed here.

Whatever the precise causes, inhabitants of this small rural settlement
embraced the benefits that accompanied Galatia’s new provincial status. They built
peristyle-plan houses, erected columnar porticoes, set up shops, used more coins,
and imported increasing quantities of such high-quality goods as fine pottery. A
growth in prosperity seems to occur in conjunction with or immediately following
the Flavian imperial initiatives, indicating that parts of rural Galatia prospered
during the reorganization and upgrades documented within the literary and
epigraphic sources (Mitchell 1993).

Roman Phase 4, the final Roman stratum currently recognized at the site,
was relatively lengthy, from ca. AD 110/120 to the mid- or late 4th century. Strong
continuity in ceramic forms from Phase 3 to 4 in the NW Zone indicates that any
break in habitation was comparatively short. About 0.5 m of fill separates the two
building phases, and finds from the underlying fill, including Trajanic coins and
a Broneer Type 24 lamp, date Phase 4 rebuilding to the first quarter of the 2nd
century AD.

It is tempting to equate the end of Phase 3 with the major earthquake of
AD 110 which, according to Jerome and Orosius, leveled the three capitals of
Galatia (Broughton 1938) and required the reconstruction of the imperial temple
at Pessinus (Waelkens 1986; Mitchell 1993). A large mass of degraded organic
material found in 1997 in the Phase 3 fill of Building 3, perhaps debris from a
thatch roof, could be evidence of this earthquake, as might a crushed skeleton
discovered entombed within Building 1 Phase 3 debris.

Little can be said at this time about the function of the Phase 4 buildings,
a series of closed structures built either atop or slightly offset from the Phase
3 buildings. Preservation in Phase 4 was exceedingly poor, with significant
disturbance caused by over GO early Byzantine stone cist graves (ca. 4th-5th
centuries AD), wall-robbing activities, medieval pits and numerous subterranean
tandor-style ovens (ca. 11th—14th centuries AD), and military entrenchments from
the Battle of the Sakarya in 1921.

However, significant modifications in the town plan are apparent: structures
in the southern half of the NW Zone trench were never rebuilt, while portions of
those to the north of the street (Fig. 5-2) adopted new plans with squared rooms.
The western rooms of Building 2 were transformed into a paved alley with a
central drainage conduit, producing a more dispersed settlement plan than that of
Phase 3. These changes, in combination with the negligible presence of irpported
objects, coins or fine ware pottery, appeat to indicate that activity dechged' or
changed significantly in at least this portion of the town during Phase 4. Habitation
certainly ceased by the late 4th century AD, at which time the western half of the
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excavated area was converted into a cemetery. It seems probable, then, that the

town expetienced some decline in population and economic activity during this
final phase of Roman occupation.

CONCLUSION

Much work remains in our investigation of Roman Gordion. Future
excavation and analysis is certain to further our understanding of life in the town
and, by extension, the nature of provincial dynamics in the rural hinterlands of
Roman Galatia. It is already clear that Strabo’s portrait of Gordion as a small
village, while perhaps valid during his own lifetime, is less applicable to slightly later
periods, when a more sophisticated town plan was imposed upon the settlement
and an influx of coinage and high-quality goods occurred. While Gordion never
did regain the economic and political clout that it wielded in pre-Roman times, it
was hardly the unsophisticated country hamlet that Strabo suggested.
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TEXTILE PRODUCTION AT GORDION
AND THE PHRYGIAN EcoNOMY

BRENDAN BURKE

The legends of King Midas of Gordion and his incredible wealth are well
known from Greek and Roman sources. While finds of gold are rare at Gordion,
finely crafted metal vessels, objects of ivory and alabaster, and intricately carved
wooden furniture attest to the wealth of the Phrygian elite. Workshops for the
manufacture of such elite goods have not been located securely from the excavations
at Gordion. Within the Citadel Mound, however, the most definitively located
craft activity is the manufacture of Phrygian textiles. This chapter demonstrates
that a centrally organized textile industry was a major feature of the Phrygian royal
economy at Gordion and that it was an important resource for the Phrygian elite
during the Early Iron Age (ca. 9th century BC).

The site of Gordion provides an ideal opportunity to study the organization
of a well-developed textile industry and how this craft functioned in the political
economy of 1st millennium Anatolia. The scale of production is indicated by the
large quantity of textile tools found in standardized workshop units, in the Terrace
Building, and in the Clay Cut structure.

CONTEXTS OF PRODUCTION

Defined by courtyard surfaces and internal enclosure walls, the excavated portions
of the Early Phrygian Citadel Mound are divided into two principal zones, the residential
quarter with large freestanding megaron structures and the industrial area located on a
high terrace toward the southwest (Fig, 6-1). We can map cloth production activity from
the excavated remains in these two parts of the Gordion mound.

Elite Residential Quarter

The eastern half of the main excavation area at Gordion is thought to be
the residential quarter of the elite because of the elaborate nature of the megaron
buildings and traces of luxury goods found within. Megaron 3 is by far the most
impressive of all the buildings at Gordion, and it is the best candidate for a royal
residence. Its large size required two rows of interior support posts along the
side and back walls, presumably supporting a balcony. This building contained the
most luxurious items, including carved ivory furniture inlays, fine bronze and clay
vessels, wooden furniture, a deposit of gold pieces that may be unstamped coinage,
and also fragments of woven textiles which are associated with the furniture in this

room (Bellinger 1962; DeVries 1980b:35; Ellis 1981).
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GORDION
EARLY PHRYGIAN DESTRUCTION LEVEL
CA. 800 BCE

\
RESIDENTIAL | ¢
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Courtyard 2
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Terrace Building « Y
(TB) 1-8 anterooms

Figure 6-1 Detailed Site Plan, Early Phrygian Destruction Level, 9th century BC.

In Megaron 4 there were about 25 spindle whotls and an indeterminate
number of loom weights (tools of cloth production) in the main room along the
rear wall. Behind Megaron 4, in a storeroom similar to that behind Megaron 1,
were found approximately 75 doughnut-shaped loom weights.

North of Megarons 3 and 4, buildings of an eatlier phase of the Citadel
Mound, dating to the beginning of the Early Iron Age, were excavated. These
structures went out of use well before the destruction of the Citadel Mound in the
late 9th century BC and were found mostly emptied of their contents. Referred to
as Megarons 6, 7, and 8, the buildings (not shown in Fig. 6-1) contained cooking
installations and equipment related to cloth production, similar to the latet Terrace
Building and Clay Cut structures to the west but on a smaller scale (DeVries
1980b:35).

The Industrial Area

Most of the evidence for weaving and spinning comes from the Terrace Building : : :

and the Clay Cut structure. These buildings were constructed on an extensive raised
terrace approximately 1 m high, behind the back walls of Megarons 1-4 (F1g§. 6-1 agd
2). This terrace created restricted access between the elite quarter and the industrial
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Figure 6-2 Architectural Plan of Terrace buildings and Clay Cut buildings.

sector and could only be entered from either end. Twelve individual megaron units
have been excavated to varying degrees in these two buildings (TB 1-8, CC 1-4), and all
had the typical megaron form, with a single stepped entrance leading to an anteroom
which often contained cooking installations. The back room, or main hall, usually had
grinding platforms along the back wall and large numbers of loom weights, spindle
whotls, and other textile equipment (see Fig, 2-7).
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The individual workshop units or rooms measured approximately 11.5 m
wide. The anterooms were about 7 m deep and the main rooms measured 13 m
long, for a total length of 20 m for each megaron unit—faitly massive dimensions,
The buildings were of different-colored sandstone and limestone, with courses of
stone, wood, and mud brick.

The Terrace Building was excavated to its full extent of 105 m, revealing
8 workshop units (TB 1-8) of nearly identical megaron plan. On each side of
the workroom there is a row of postholes and another row along the back wall.
These rows of posts would have supported a second story wooden gallery that
surrounded the room on three sides, roughly [[-shaped, similar to the arrangement
of Megaron 3. These workshop units provided a separate working quarter for
cloth and food production on a very large scale inside the fortification walls of
Gordion.

Twenty meters to the southwest, across a broad street, was the parallel building
named the Clay Cut, or CC. The layer of clay placed over the Early Phrygian
Destruction Level by the Middle Phrygian rebuilders gave the conventional name
to this excavation area in the Clay Cut. The CC building was identical to, though
a mirror image of, the Terrace Building, with megaron units composed of an
anteroom entered from the north and a main room behind. Unlike the Terrace
Building, the exact length of the entire CC building is not known since only
portions of four megaron units have been excavated (CC 1-4). The rooms of the
CC are nearly identical to the TB, as are the general characteristics of the finds
inside, leading us to conclude that the CC was most likely the same length as the
TB.

These two parallel buildings were planned and constructed together late in
the Early Phrygian period during an ambitious building program in the 9th century
BC. It is thought that the workshop buildings were built at the same time because
they rest on the same terrace fill and the sidewalls of each room are aligned to the
midpoint of the workshop unit across the street. This line would also continue
through the center of Megaron 4.

ProbpucTtiON EQUIPMENT

Textile equipment, food-processing installations, and large quantities
of pottery were the primary finds from the workshop units. Evidence for
cloth production is plentiful, including clay spindle whorls, loom weights,
knives, and other tools made of ivory, bone, and wood. All of the workshop
units contained some loom weights and spindle whortls (Fig. 6-2). Over
the three decades that the CC and TB were excavated, the discovery of
massive numbers of relatively plain loom weights and spindle whorls was
not unexpected, and some of the excavation notebooks do not record the
number of tools in detail. During the excavation of TB 4, for example, R.
S. Young noted, “We finish digging the burned fill...[finding] more who.rls,
doughnuts and iron knives. To recount in detail would be tedious” (Gotrdion

Notebook 67, p. 78 [1957)).
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Figure 6-3 Spindle whorls.

Spindle Whorls

Before weaving, all fibers must be spun into thread. Fired clay spindle whorls
are attached to the ends of wooden spindles, providing a flywheel for drawing out
and spinning wool or linen fibers. Over 1,000 whorls were collected from the Early
Phrygian destruction level at Gordion. Most are plain and date to a fairly restricted
period of time, the Early Phrygian Destruction Level of the late 9th century BC
(Fig. 6-3). None of the whorls from the Terrace and Clay Cut buildings showed
signs of distinctive decoration; most examples were asymmetrical, bi-conical
whotls, with smooth surfaces, and some had a mica slip. Even though many of
the whorls were severely damaged by fire, some revealed traces of organic temper
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Figure 64 Cross-section drawings of spindle whorls.

in a standardized fabric. Ten different types were distinguished based solely
on the shape and profile of the whotls to analyze variation (Fig. 6-4). Style
and decoration vary little, suggesting that these whotls were not crafted as
individual personal objects, but belonged instead to a centrally controlled
industry.

The whotls from the Early Phrygian Destruction Level at Gordion range in
weight from very light (less than 10 g), to so large that some could have functioned
as light loom weights (about 100 g or more). On average, they weighed 24 g. The
lighter whotls were probably used for the spinning of finer thread, although
ethnographic studies suggest that experienced spinners can spin fine thread with a
broad range of weights (Parsons 1972:65, 1975). Heavier whotls were more likely
used to ply two or more threads together, suitable for heavy textiles. There is some
evidence for individual assemblages of spindle whotls within the workrooms, such
as the five whotls found in a carved wooden box in CC 3, which probably made
up a spinner’s kit (DeVries 1990:386-87, fig. 20). This room also had the largest
number of spindle whotls—187—for any of the workshops.

Some whotls were found stored in ceramic vessels along with metal needles
and knives. These clusters are particulatly interesting because they reflect the
spinning kits of individual workers. The measured weights covered a broad range,
suggesting that the Phrygian spinners used a variety of weighted whorls for
different qualities of thread, as is revealed in some of the textile fragments. One
set of thirteen whotls ranged from 3 to 38 grams (YH33698 Small Find #592).
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Figure 6-5 Loom weights.

However, whortls of another set found together (pot YH33668) were similar in
weight, 10-14 g (YH33643 Small Find #591).

In the fourth Terrace Building unit, only 19 spindle whotls were found, but
their average weight, 35 grams, is much greater than those from other rooms. The
central location of this room along the terrace, and the heavier whotls found inside,
suggests that the spinning here involved the twisting together of finer threads into
thicker yarns, a process known as plying. Possibly, the spinning of finer threads
was located in adjoining rooms, such as TB 3, and threads were brought to TB
4 for plying. Heavier thread would be suitable for weaving strong cloth, which
Phrygian textile finds at Gordion demonstrate was often two-ply.

Loom Weights

Once thread was spun it could either be attached to loom weights and used
as warp (the vertical threads on a standing loom) or used as weft (the horizontal
threads). The most common type of loom weight found at Gordion is referred
to as the “doughnut” type because of its round shape and large central hole (Fig.
6-5). Other shapes occur in neatly every occupation level but none in such large
numbers as the Early Phrygian “doughnut.”

Catalogued examples vary in quality of preservation. Most of the weights
were made of sun-dried clay from the banks of the Sakarya River, and only some
were preserved accidentally in the fire that destroyed the Citadel Mound in the
early 9th century BC. Straw was mixed in with the pebbly clay to give the weights
integrity when suspended. Only a small percentage of the recorded loom weights
from Gordion were available for study, as most had either been discarded or had
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Figure 6-6 Reconstruction drawing of a Gordion loom.

later deteriorated in storage. At least 2750 doughnut-shaped loom weights have
been identified through the excavation notebooks although the total number of
Early Phrygian weights was probably much higher.

The shape of the Gordion loom weights suggests that warp-threads were
directly attached to the unfired clay weights, through the central hole (Fig. 6-6).
Some sets of weights found in the Terrace Buildings were found in one ot two
rows, as if the loom was still standing at the time of destruction. Seven weights
in a group of 49 from CC 3 even had threads attached to them when they were
excavated (DeVries 1990:387).

Excavation in the anteroom of TB 2 produced 87 typical doughnut-shaped, clay
loom weights (average weight 557 g), with the majority ranging from 400 to 700 g These
weights are heavy compared to other loom weights found throughout the Mediterranean
and Near East. The 400 loom weights found in the Loom Weight Basement at the Minoan
palace of Knossos, for example, averaged only 155 g (Burke 1998:68). The heavy weights
at Gordion suggest thick warp threads and, consequently, heavy-duty textiles. While
some of the spindle whotls from Gordion are lightweight, presumably for fine thread,
most probably this thread would have been used for supplemental wefts or decorative
additions to woven textiles rather than warps.
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Figure 6-7 Plan drawing of the contents and installations of the anteroom in Terrace Building 7.

In the anteroom of TB 7 (Fig. 6-7), three sets of weights were found in rows,
one with 21 doughnut-shaped weights in a line about 1.59 m in length, giving us a
good idea of the width of the textiles woven on this loom. As noted by DeVries,
the central part of the anteroom would have been a logical place for looms, perhaps
standing perpendicular to the doorways so that there would be a good source of
natural light but traffic flow would not be impeded (DeVries 1980b:39, 1990:385;
Gordion Notebook 156: p. 114).

Based on the distribution throughout the TB and CC structures, it is
estimated that one loom used between 20 and 40 weights, which were divided into
two rows for one warp shed. If we estimate 15 threads tied to each loom weight,
in two rows of 20 loom weights each, that would mean that these looms were
producing textiles with about 600 warp threads (approximately 1.5 m wide) of an
indeterminate length.

The total number of loom weights—2,743—is only an estimate, since many
weights were not collected or fully recorded. Yet, if we assume that each loom
used 40 loom weights, and some looms could certainly have used fewer, we can
estimate that there could have been about 70 looms in use in 18 different rooms
at the time of destruction. These looms would have been distributed over the 11
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Figure 6-8 Gordion comb and textile.

excavated main rooms and the 7 anterooms of the TB and CC structures. If we
reconstruct a complete CC structure with a total of 8 rooms, like the parallel TB
structure, and we include all of the unexcavated anterooms, we have 32 rooms,
which suggests at least 125 looms in the industrial area. Some of the weights
found were in storage and we should not imagine all of the weights in use at one
time, but the number of looms demonstrates a concentration of weaving activity
unparalleled at any other site in the eastern Mediterranean.

Weaver’s Comb

Other tools indicate the production of cloth at Gordion, including a unique
weaver’s comb from the anteroom of TB 2 (Fig. 6-8; YH33701 Small Find #583),
found during excavations directed by M. Voigt (Voigt 1994). The thoroughly
charred remains of a toothed weaving implement in the form of a wooden comb
was found blackened with unwoven warp threads adhering to one side and woven
textile on the other. The comb had a plain top and sides with a slightly curving
row of teeth. It is very fragmentary, but it is quite possible that this tool is the
carliest known reed or textile comb used to keep the warp threads separate and to
push the weft threads down during weaving. It could have been used on a watp-
weighted loom or for band weaving. The relatively small size of the object from
Gordion, approximately 6 cm wide, suggests that it was used for making small,
decorative bands.
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Metal Objects

Iron needles of different sizes and shapes are common, indicating a variety
of tasks including stitching of fine cloth, working heavier materials like leather,
and over-casting, The needles’ eyes, though often obscured by rust, seem to have
been made by pulling the needle to a point and then bending it down against the
shaft making a thin loop, or eye, in the shape of an elongated oval (McClellan
1975). The self-soldering character of iron makes this the preferred method for
making needle eyes.

Many bronze and iron knives were also found in the Terrace and Clay Cut
buildings (Fig. 6-9). They often occur with spindle whortls, needles, and ceramic
vessels. The knives are either straight or have a slightly concave shape and an
interior sharp edge, and range in length from about 8 to 12 cm. The knife bases
often have pegs for hafting them to wooden, bone, or ivory handles. Many of
them were found in the northern workroom units—TB 7, 8, and CC 3—which
together produced at least 26 knives. While food preparation is one possibility, they
may also have been used to cut the knotted threads of carpet weaves. The shape
and size of these blades is appropriate to a hand-held tool used for cutting wool
thread. The earliest indications for pile-carpet technology come from a special
type of bronze knife found in women’s graves in the Sumbar Valley, east of the
Caspian Sea, dating to the late 3rd millennium BC (Barber 1991:171 n. 10; B6hmer
and Thompson 1991; Khlopin 1982).

Figure 6-9 Gordion knives.
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Another indication of knotted carpets at Gordion comes from Megaron 2,
which is decorated with one of the earliest known pebble mosaics from antiquity
(Fig. 6-1 and see Pl 1). Multi-colored river stones were laid in a wide variety of
patterns which are also found in other examples of Phrygian art (Bohmer 1973),
These various patterns seem to be imitating Phrygian carpet designs, providing
a vivid image of the types of textiles that could have been produced at Gordion
(Young 1965:13).

TEXTILES AND FOoOD

Located alongside the textile production equipment were grinding platforms,
hearths, ovens and bins which would have supplied food to hundreds, if not
thousands, of people. Grinding platforms with saddle querns and kneading trays
were present at the back of all but two main rooms (IB 1 and 2). One ot two
round dome ovens of brick and clay, a U-shaped construction of crude brick
presumably for broiling, and a round stuccoed hearth were typical installations in
the anterooms (Fig. 6-7).

In addition to baking and roasting, certain types of sipping vessels and finds
of sprouted barley suggest that beer was brewed at Gordion. Side-spouted sieve
jugs, known as beer mugs, had built-in tubes that would filter floating husks from
the brew. Phrygians drinking beer through a long spouted jug were commented on
by the Greek poet Archilocus (DeVries 1990:386; Sams 1977:108-15, 1994a:74—
76). Other food remains from the Terrace Building and Clay Cut included wheat,
lentils, hazelnuts, and cornelian cherries, as well as butchered cattle (DeVries
1990:386-387).

The concentration of textile tools and food processing equipment for
large-scale production within the Terrace and Clay Cut buildings and inside the
fortification walls indicates that large numbers of workers were actively clothing
and feeding many people. The heavy-duty cloth that these weavers made, possibly
knotted carpets in some cases, would likely have been supplied to large groups of
Phrygians, perhaps even to the Phrygian military, who would have also depended
on supplies of food and beer from the palace.

CONCLUSION

Archaeological evidence from Gordion demonstrates that cloth production
and food preparation were the major activities in the Terrace and Clay Cut Buildings
at the time of the Early Phrygian destruction. As Mellink (1991:629) stated, “The
organization reflected in the citadel plan is one of a privileged society preparing
for war and siege...The Phrygians show themselves heirs to a long tradition, to
which Trojans of Troy II and VI belonged and to a branch of which, on the other
side of the Aegean, the Mycenaeans were also indebted.”

Although at Gordion we lack administrative records such as the documents
found in Aegean palaces, Phrygian textiles most likely had a similar function to
Aegean cloth, acting as both a medium of exchange and as a prestige good. The
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volume of spindle whotls and loom weights of a fairly standardized shape found
in a central workshop quarter inside the walls of Gordion indicates cloth made
on a massive scale for distribution directed by the ruling elite. The large size of
the doughnut-shaped loom weight implies that the woven textiles were strong and
durable.

Rodney Young, director of Gordion 1950-1974, stated in a preliminary
report: “The rooms of the Terrace Building, with evidence of all kinds of different
activity in each...suggest nothing but a large and disorderly apartment house in
which each family carried on its manifold daily activities in its own room or suite
of rooms” (1960:242—43).

When Young made this statement only three of the TB rooms had been
excavated. With succeeding work, it has become clear that Young was mistaken;
the evidence from the TB and CC does not reflect individual households. The
repetitive finds of textile tools and food production equipment document a large
workshop quarter where laborers were producing cloth and food for the Phrygian
elites. With the massive data produced from the Young excavations and continuing
work at the site, we have been able to broaden our understanding of Phrygian
economy and culture, demonstrating that the production of goods, including
textiles, was of vital importance to the Phrygian ruling elites like Gordios and his
son Midas.



&
A DECORATED ROOF AT GORDION
What Tiles are Revealing abont the Phrygian Past

MATT GLENDINNING<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>