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Fig. 1:2 The Ash-Tip duri ng excavation, April 1981 (6G86a+b, viewed fro m the NW) .

Fig. 1:3 Th e so undi ng in 6G66 d in 1975 (fro m W, with 6G66b/d bau lk on left ).

Fig. 1:4 6G 66d west baulk : ash lines an d clay lined featur es (cr. Fig . I: 13, reversed ).
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6G 66 west side in 1975. viewed fro m S: feat ures in 6G 66a and on clear ed sur face or 6G 66c (ash lines and
clay-filled cuts).

Deta il of 6G 66a: nort hern enclosure wall of .vsb-Tip and mudbrick co llapse. looking northwest. The sha ft
of G rave 9 can be seen in the west section (cf. Fig. I: 1-1. rever sed) .



Fig . 1:7 6G 66a: northern enclosure wall viewed from SW afte r rem ov al o f upper phase, sho wing clay-fill ed pit
( = Pit u ) cutt ing th rough wall (cf. Fig. I: I I ).

Fig . 1:8 6G 66a in 1976: Level" floo r and wa lls from so uth (cf Figs.l :10-11 ).
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Fig. 1:9 Abu Salabikh 1975-86. Plan of the Ash-Tip and adjacent buildings in .-\rC<1 E. Scale 1.~50
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Fig. l:IS Microscopic thin-section through darker deposit from Ash-Tip Phase 2. (Photo: W. Matthews).

Fig. I: Ie) vlicroscopic thin-section through lighter JL'Pl)SI\ l"rl)l1l\sh-Tlp Phase ~. (PI1l11l' \\ . Mauhc« s I



Fig. 1:20 Microscopic thin-section through basal layer of Ash-Tip Phase 3. (Photo: W. Matthews).

Fig. 1:21 vlicroscopic thin-section through upper layers of Ash-Tip Phase 3. (Photo: W. Matthews).
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Fig. 1:22 6G66d: plan of Ash-Tip equid skeleton and its locat ion. Scale 1:50.

Fig. 1:23 6G 66d : view of Ash-T ip equid skeleton. look ing west. (Pho togra ph previou sly pub lished : Postg .uc '"
~l 'h"-cy 1976. PI. XXIVa) .
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Fig. 1:26 Stone bead AbS 2463 from Grave 6 (No.5). Scale 1:1.

Fig. 1:27 Pottery vase 6G66:209 from Grave] 4 (No. 2a). Scale] :2.

Fig 1:28 6G66d: view of infant skeleton within the deposits of Phase 2 of the Ash-Tip (Grave 34: cf. Fig, 1:25,
Photograph previously published: ASE 2, PI. IXd.),

Fig, 1:29 6G76h d View of Akkadian/Ur III drain cutting Ash-Tip, looking south. For location cf. Fig. 1:24.
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Fig. 2: I Pattern of knots or maze on an Early Dynastic IlIa tablet from Abu Salabikh (AbST 222 = lAS +7: after
Biggs 1974, Fig. 28)

o
00 OOOODOD

Fig 0·1 Operation of door peg sealing.

A A

I I

----sIring

(S-spun)

Fig. 2::1 Terminology of string descnpuon



sealing reverse

. reversesealing

( ackage) sealing.Fig. 2:4 Peg p

Fig. 2:5 Jar sealing.



8ealin~s,

AREA A

30

~ IIIL'b'"~T"ISI"P

Fig. 2:6 Bar-chart showing the functional comparison of the Abu Salabikh sealings

CORPUS NORM

Animal
Stamp contest

Other

fIgured

Frag

mentary

Fig. 2:7 Bar-chart showing function and iconography of the .-\,11-Tip seatings.



80 Door peg sealing (reverse).
This piece has d shape typical of door peg sealings. with a level base and side sloping up to the top of the peg.
The peg impression has faint grain marks. and has been wrapped three times by string of hair-like fibre.

-IOf Door peg sealing (reverse).
The wry smooth. minutely pitted base of this door peg sealing is well seen here. The peg protrudes directly from
the plastered wall surface. narrowing at the point where the string would have been wrapped round.

153 Door peg sealing (obverse).
Fingerprints can be clearly seen revealing where pressure was applied around the edge of the sealing to make it
adhere to the wall surface impressed on the reverse side.

13 Door peg sealing (reverse and cast of reverse).
A fine example of an Ash-Tip door peg sealing. The peg impression has a very smooth surface. perhaps of a large
reed or baked clay. Four rows of Z-spun string circle the peg. while a fifth row leads off at the base. which had
been fixed to a plastered wall.

189 0001'(") peg sealing (reverse and cast of reverse).
The peg has a very smooth surface. again probably of reed. Scattered hairs from the string can readily be seen.
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Fig ~ :X Different lyr es l l f \ sh-T ir sealings



26 Door(?) peg sealing (reverse).
The peg impression has grain marks probably from wood. Rather untidy string has been wound around the peg.

35a Peg (package") sealing (reverse).
A narrow peg impression. with smooth texture. is circled by two rows.

125 Peg (package") sealing (reverse).
The string impression consists of fibres of varying thickness, perhaps goat-hair mixed with strands of vegetable
matter.

140 Peg (package") sealing (reverse).
The peg impression has clear, coarse grain marks, and is 'L'-shaped in section, perhaps from the mid-rib of a
palm frond.

106 Vessel sealing (reverse).
This pot sealing has impressions of string above coarse creases, probably from a leather covering.

63b Package or bale (?) sealing (reverse).
String impressions across the reverse, in the middle of which there is a knot in the string.

238 Sealing with reed matting impressions (reverse).
There are clear impressions of split reed matting, pierced by a single row of string.

88 Wooden peg (from box'') sealing (reverse).
The peg impression has a grained mixture, also with parallel grooves at right angles to the grain. There are also
wood impressions on the base.

157 Boxr'') sealing (reverse).
This linear design ref1ects a carved or moulded surface, probably a box, into which the sealing has been applied.

179 Sealing with reed impressions (reverse).
Grain impressions of narrow reeds are clearly visible.
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Fig,2:9 Different types of Ash-Tip sealings (ctd .)



Fig. 2:10 Stamp seal I and impression. Scale I: 1.

Fig. 2: II Cylinder seal 2 and impression. Scale I: 1.

Fig. 2:12 Cylinder seal 3 and impression. Scale I: 1.
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a. b.

c. d.

e.

Fig. 3:1

f.

Groups of animal figurines:
a. top row (I. to r.): 358 - 325; bottom row: 328 - 330.
b. top row: 348; middle row: 324 - 338; bottom row: 336 - 335.
c. top row: 321 - 327; bottom row: 359 - 349.
d. top row: 344 - 354; bottom row: 357 - 356.
e. top row: 326 - 353 - 352; bottom row: 301(') - 329 - 351.
f. top row: 364 - 369; bottom row: 363 - 370 - 371.
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Fig.3:2 Human figurines 262-267. Scale I:1.
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Fig. 3:3 Human figurines 270-272. Scale 1:I.
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Fig. 3:4 Human figurines 273-276. Scale I: I.



280

278

277

279

281

282

Fig. 3:5 Human figurines 277-282. Scale l: I.
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Fig.3:6 Human figurines 283-285, 287. Scale 1:1.
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Fig. 3:7 Human figurines 288-297. Scale I: I.
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Fig.3:8 Human figurines 298-301. 306. Scale [:1.
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Fig.3:9 Figurines of pigs 309-315, 3173. Scale 1:1.
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Fig. 3:10 Figurines of equids 318-325, Scale 1:1.
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Fig. 3:11 Figurines of equids 326-330. Scale 1:I.
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Fig.3:12 Figurines of sheep and goat 334-344. Scale 1:1.
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Fig, 3:13 Semi-complete figurines of unidentified animals 34~-3~O S;:l ou. caleI: I.
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Fig,3:14 Headless bodies of figurines of unidentified animals 351-359, Scale 1:1.
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Fig. 3:15 Headless bodies of figurines of unidentified animals 360, 363-365, 367, 369, 370-372. Scale I: I.
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Fig. 3:16 Model chariot body fragments: 394-396. Scale I: I.
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Fig. 3:17 Model chariot body fragments: 397-400: yokes from model chariots: 402. 403. Scale I: I.
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Fig. 3:18 Wheels from d Irna e chariots 406-408, 412, 415. Scale I: 1.



a.
b.

c. d.

e.
Fig. 4:1

f.
Groups of miniature vessels:
a. top row ( I. to r.): 474 (6G76:689) - 474 (6G76:670) - 6G45:15-1
bott om row: 532 - 492 - 464 - 6G36:478 - 519.

b. Gr oup from 6G86
top row: 498 - 516
middle row: 513 - unident. - 483
bott om row: 439(?) - 475 - 445.

c. top row: 476 - 481 - 502 - 496
bottom row: 459 - 496.

d. 510 - 508 - 507 - 514.

e. Left: bowl sherds: Top centre: coar se nat-based bowls: Centre bott om: spout and 3 handles: Top right :
jar rims: Bott om right : "co oking pot" and (far right) type uncertain.

f. top row: 680 - 436
bottom row: 440 (base) - 435 - 448.



Fig. 4:2 Group of miniature vessels from Ur. (Photo: J.A. Moon; courtesy Trustees of the British Museum).

Fig.4:3 Group of miniature vessels from AI-Hiba (after Hansen 1973. Fig 18; courtesy Prof. D.P. Hansen).
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Fig. 4:5 Miniature vessels 450-463. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 4:6 Miniature vessels 464-472. "'7"'-"'75. 477-478. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 4:7 Miniature vessels 473, 476, 479-490, 492-494. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 5:I Groups of pot discs. (5 em. scale)
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Fig. 5:2 Examples of pot discs. Scale 1:2
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Fig, 6:1 Examples of clay 'tokens': 649-658. 660. 662. 664-670, Seale 1:2.
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Fig. 6:2 Examples of clay "tokens": 671-673,675-676, 678-684, 689-690, 694-696, 700. Scale 1:2.
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Fig.6:3 Examples of clay 'tokens': 698-699, 703-707, 709-710, 712, 714-715,717. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 7:1 Cuneiform tablet 722. Scale I: I.
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Fig. 8: I Examples of clay cones: 726. 735 and 736 (the stippling on this item indicates unburnt areas). Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 8:2 Clay cone 6G86:266. Scale 1:2
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Fig, 9: I Miscellaneous clay objects: 743-6, 749-750, 752, 754, 755. 757, 758. 763, 766. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 10:I Conical bowls: 772-780. Scale 1:4.
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Fig. 10:2 M· IIisce aneous forms: 781,785,789,794-797. Scale I·?

10 em.

~----------~----~~~~~~~~~~~~---[
~ ~~~::i,;;

782

Fig. 10:3 Coarse plate: 782. Scale 1:4.
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Fig. 10:5 Jar rims: 822-837. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. II: I Stone vessel sherds: 838-845. Scale 1:2
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Fig. 11:2 Stone vessel sherds: 846-849, 852. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 12:1 Group photograph of grindstone fragments. (10 em. scale)
top row, l. to r.: 854 - 869 - 870, 871 - 872 - 857 - 858
middle row, l. to r.: 883, 884, 885 - 860- 876 - 861 - 862
bottom row, l. to r.: 879 - 863 - 880 - 864 - 865 - 877.
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Fig. 12:2 Grinding stones of Group A (rubbers ?): 853, 854, 857, 858, 860-4. Sealel:4.
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Fig. 12:3 Grinding stones of Group B (flat forms): 865-9, 871-7; miscellaneous: 879, 880. Scale 1:4.
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Fig. 13:1 Examples of Ash-Tip flints: 888-894. Scale 1:1.
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Fig. 14:1 The size of the distal end of the humerus of pig

A: a - breadth of the distal end
b - breadth of the trochlea

B: a - height of the trochlea
b - breadth of the trochlea
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Fig. 14:2

A: The size of the distal humerus of sheep/goat
a - breadth of the trochlea
b - height of the trochlea

B: The size of the distal tibia of sheep/goat
a breadth of the distal end
b - depth of the distal end



Fig. 14:3a Shells from the Ash-Tip.
top row (I. to r.): 6G76:230 - 245 - 263 - 283 - 469 - 404
bottom row: 6G76:421 - 674 - 677 - 6G77:18a - 18b - 6G86:99

Fig. l4:3b Shells from the Ash-Tip.
left: 6G76:468; right: 6G76:64l
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Fig. 16:1 Miscellaneous stone items: 895-897. Scale 1:2.
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Fig. 16:2 Shell rings: 903-7, Scale 1:2. Bone object: 913, Scale I: 1.
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Fig. 16:3 Copper alloy objects: 917-918, 920-921, 923, 926-927, 930. Scale 1:1.
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