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Vorwort des Herausgebers 

Mit diesem Band erscheint der dritte und letzte Teil der 

von Janusz Meuszyfiski initiierten, nach dessen tragischem 

Tod von Richard P. Sobolewski unter Mitarbeit von Sa­

muel M . Paley (Buffalo) weiter- und zu Ende geführten 

Publikationen über die polnischen Untersuchungen in 

Nimrüd1. 

Begonnen wurden sie in den 70ger Jahren, als Janusz 

Meuszyfiski und Richard P. Sobolewski Stipendiaten der 

Humboldt-Stiftung waren. 

Finanzielle Unterstützung, vor allem bei der Erstellung 

der druckreifen Zeichnungen, gewährte dankenswerter­

weise die Fritz Thyssen-Stiftung. Die Abteilung Baghdad 

des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts übernahm die 

Druckkosten und die redaktionelle Betreuung des Bandes. 

Letztere wurde in allen Phasen durchgeführt von Herrn 

Stefan R. Hauser, M . A., dem ich dafür herzlich danke. 

Sie war nicht einfach; Manuskript, Druckfahnen etc. 

gingen reihum von Warschau nach Berlin, dann nach Buf­

falo und wieder nach Warschau; und dies einige Male, bis 

die letzte Korrektur endlich vorlag. 

D a die Autoren auch anderweitige Verpflichtungen hat­

ten, nahm das einige Zeit in Anspruch, woraus sich das 

späte Erscheinen des Werkes, elf Jahre nach Teil 1 und 

fünf Jahre nach Teil 2, erklärt. 

Ich danke allen Beteiligten für ihren Einsatz. 

Auch dieser Band ist dem Andenken von Janusz Meu­

szyfiski gewidmet, dem ersten im Irak tätigen polnischen 

Kollegen, der allen, die ihn kannten, unvergessen bleiben 

wird. 

Berlin, 2. Dezember 1992 Rainer Michael Boehmer 

1 Janusz Meuszyfiski: Die Rekonstruktion der Reliefdarstellungen und 

ihrer Anordnung im Nordwestpalast von Kalhu (Nimrüd), BaF 2 (1981), 

S. M. Paley, R. P. Sobolewski: The Reconstruction of the Relief Repre-

sentations and their Positions in the Northwest-Palace at Kalhu (Nimrüd) 

II, BaF 10 (1987). 
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Introduction 

This is the third and last of a three-volume work which had 

as its purpose the updating of research on the reconstruc­

tion of the decorated walls of Ashurnasirpal II's palace at 

Kalhu (Nimrüd). This volume is dedicated to a discussion 

of the decoration of the principal entrances in and to the 

palace, and reviews, where applicable, associated relief-

work and inscriptions. Readers are directed to the earlier 

volumes to familiarize themselves with the notation system 

used in this one* and for changes made in the exposition of 

the monuments owing to further research. 

As in volume II, supplementary remarks are added at 

the end, revising mistakes made in the earlier publications 

and adding new data. One of the gratifying results of the 

work of Meuszynski and followed by our own, is that col-

leagues and friends have commented on the work and 

showed us where we have erred, and occasionally even pro-

vided us with references to fragments of relief that had es-

caped us and previous researchers. As we still have several 

items of unfinished business which could not be included 

here because of the pressures of the publication schedule, 

we hope to continue our work. W e also hope that more 

fragments will be "unearthed" for our future publications, 

and that those fragments can be placed in our Schema or be 

used to create new reconstructions. 

Much of the data for this volume was collected during 

the years when we were writing volume IL And, although 

some of the text of this publication was completed from 

1988 to 1990, it was not possible to compile the manuscript, 

check readings, and edit the manuscript until the 1991—92 

academic year. Professional and personal committments 

could not be put aside. Always the mails conspire against 

us. This time because of lack of funding for travel, we could 

not meet. A chapter planned (and promised) on the prin-

ciples of Assyrian architecture has been put off for the fu­

ture along with a thorough review of our reconstruction of 

room "I" which, because of the rediscovery of a relief from 

this room of which we had not been aware, must now be re-

vised. 

The concentrated work periods were made possible 

through the support of several institutions. The numerous 

thank-you's to be proffered must begin with the German 

Archaeological Institute, which covered all the printing and 

redaction costs. A generous grant by the Fritz von Thyssen 

Stiftung helped the authors to complete the drawings. The 

photograph materials were made accessible to us thanks to 

the generosity of the Polish Center of Archaeology in Cairo 

and to its kind permission to publish them by the Iraqi State 

Organization of Antiquities. The State University of N e w 

York at Buffalo granted Paley a sabbatical for the purpose 

of finishing his part of the research and writing. 

W e thank our friends and colleagues for their patience: 

we promised that this project would be finished before this. 

W e especially thank Professor Dr. R.M. Boehmer for his 

indulgence as one deadline after the other passed; to Pro­

fessor A. K. Grayson for providing a copy of his unpu-

blished manuscript of the inscriptions on the lamassu, 

which saved us time by allowing us to rely on his readings of 

examples we could not examine ourselves; to J. M . Russell 

for collaborating on the reading of the pavement slabs in 

his photo archive; to E.R. Barbanes for sharing detail 

shots of Assyrian architecture from her photograph collec­

tion. 

Again, individual colleagues who helped answer ques-

tions are mentioned in the footnotes or text in the appro-

priate places and in the list that follows. Mrs. Haiina Lewa-

kowa rendered the drawings for this publication. Mr. W . 

Jerke and A. Bodytko rendered the photographs in Nim­

rüd. Typing was done on a Zenith Laptop in Word Perfect 

4.2, initialized and then printed in Word Perfect 5.1 format 

by Bonnie Weiss in the Department of Classics at S U N Y at 

Buffalo and at The Bit Bücket, West Newton, Mass. 

This volume is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Janusz 

Meuszynski, colleague and friend. 

* See, Meuszyfiski, Reliefdarstellungen I and Paley-Sobolewski, Relief 
Representation II. 
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I. The Outer Facade of the Throneroom 
(encorporating the decorated elements of courtyards E, 

D and E D ) 

This facade was discussed previously by Mallowan and 

Meuszynski1. Portions of the content of those discussions 

will be repeated here to help explain the subject matter in a 

broader context and to give reasons for the present recon-

A. P R E S E N T C O N D I T I O N 

Reconstruction work by the Iraqi State Organization of 

Antiquities has restored the areas around the east and west 

entrances of this facade, that is courtyards E and entrance 

B(E)-c and courtyard D and entrance B(D)-d. This resto-

ration includes 5 complete or nearly complete wall reliefs, 6 

partly preserved wall reliefs, 2 complete socles of wall re­

lief s, 4 complete or nearly complete lion colossi, 1 complete 

bull colossus and 1 significantly restored bull colossus3. 

(See Plans 1.4, Plates 1.2.3.4). 

There is room for a Single slab east of E-l, but w e have 

no conclusive Information about the original disposition of 

the walls of this space4. 

All restorations by the Antiquities Organization were 

skillfully accomplished from the many dozens of fragments; 

plaster casts have been provided to replace missing pieces 

of relief that happened to have survived in collections out­

side of Iraq5. There are also inscribed floor pavement slabs 

in the entranceways. 

Completely or nearly completely preserved wall reliefs: 

D-l (4 winged genius, A-II-a-ii-type, oversize, facing left, 

<—), D-3 (two officers with hands folded, facing left, <—), 

D-4 (one officer with hands folded, one herald; both facing 

left, <-), D-6 (one vassal with hands raised in a sign of Sub­

mission, one bearing tribute; both facing left, <—), D-8 

(three vassals with hands raised as a sign of Submission, all 

facing left, <—). 

Partly preserved reliefs: 

E-l (lower part of the garments and feet of two vassals, fac­

ing right, —»); E-2 (lower part of the garment and feet of a 

vassal, facing right, ->); E-3 (lower part of the garments 

and feet of two vassals, facing left, <-); E-4 (lower part of 

the garments and feet of two vassals, facing left, <—); E-5 

struction. Layard discovered that this facade was preserved 

only on its eastern and western ends. H e designated those 

areas as Chambers E and D, respectively2- The center of the 

facade was nearly obliterated. 

(lower half of a 4-winged genius, A-II-a-i-35, oversize, fac­

ing right, —>); D-5 (lower part of the garments and feet of 

two vassals, facing left, <—), and two additional fragments: 

the left vassals head and raised hands with the tribute car-

ried by his fellow vassal following him, and the head and 

Shoulders of this second tribute bearer); B(D)-d-3 (lower 

part of a slab for a Standard Inscription, only); B(D)-d-4 

(lower part of a slab for a Standard Inscription, only); 

B(E)-c-3 (lower part of a slab for a Standard Inscription, 

only). 

Completely preserved lion colossi: 

B(E)-c-l and B(E)-c-2 (each with human head and torso, 

and folded hands, facing left (<—) and right (—>), respective­

ly); B(D)-d-l and B(D)-d-2 (each with human head and 

torso, and carrying flowers and an offering, facing left («-) 

and right (—»), respectively). 

1 Mallowan, Iraq 15, pp. 28—29; M m . I, pp. 99, 103—6. Meuszynski, 

EtTrav XI; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 31ff., plates 5—6.2, 

plans 1—3.5.6. 
2 See below, pp. 6f. 
3 These colossal doorway figures have been called lamassu and alad-

lammü. Mallowan, Nim. I, p. 103 and Sobolewski, ZA 71/11, p. 273, n. 51 

(after von Soden). 
4 The British excavation discovered that it was rebuilt in antiquity with 

a new floor (the floor bricks were the size attributed to Shalmaneser III) 

and mudbrick buttresses. Mallowan, Nim I, pp. 59ff. See below, p. 25. 
5 Shukri, Sumer 12, pp. 134ff. Photographs of the fragments used in 

the reconstructions, the reconstructions in progress and the results, have 

been published by Meuszynski, Mallowan, Shukri, Ainachi and Ameen 

Agha and al-Iraqi. See the references collected below in the bibliogra-

phies of the items in the Catalogue. It is interesting to observe the depth at 

which these discoveries were found which answers the questions that mod­

ern students, unfamiliar with these sites, ask concerning why early excava-

tors tunneled. 

1. Walls and Entrances 
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Completely preserved bull colossus: 

ED-1 (oversize, facing left, <—). 

Partly preserved bull colossus: 

ED-10 (oversize, facing right, —>). 

Completely preserved socles: 

D-2, E-7, (B)E-c-4. 

No preserved socles: 

east of E-l (?), ED-2, ED-3, ED-4, ED-e-1, ED-e-2, 

ED-5, ED-6, ED-7, ED-8, ED-9, D-9ff. 

Preserved inscribed pavement slabs: 

two rectangular slabs in entrance B(D)-d, one rectangular 

slab in entrance B(E)-c. The inscriptions on these slabs are 

worn away. Also, two seats and a threshold slab for en­

trance E D , inscribed (Plan 4). 

Corners are composed of two slabs, the end of one abutt-

ing the face of the other at an angle. Blank margins are vis-

ible on the left side of the preserved, in situ portion of E-5 

as well as on the right sides of D-l and D-8. W e assume that 

the same is the case in the reconstructed doorway E D as 

has been suggested on the plan. See below the discussion of 

the reconstruction of the center of the fafade. 

Inscribed stone slabs paved the entrances. Lines of text 

were cut left to right across the pavements. Wear from con-

tinuous pedestrian traffic is noticeable on each example, 

the inscribed signs being mostly effaced. Comparison of the 

present in situ evidence with Layard's publications of some 

of these pavement inscriptions in ICC, resulted in the pres­

ent record which documents considerable deterioration 

since his time. Individual signs at the beginning of each line 

of inscription are best preserved close to the eastern colossi 

of entrances B(E)-c and B(D)-d, but hardly anything eise 

survived. Some signs seem to have been inlayed with a me-

tal composition (see below). Ancient wear and modern 

erosion have conspired to destroy these inscriptions. 

B. ACCORDING TO LAYARD 

The plans of "Chambers" E and D can be found in Nin. I, 

plan 3, Mon. I, plate 100, and Nin. Bab. plan 3. Passages 

describing the way this facade and its entrances were discov­

ered, as well as Layard's hypotheses concerning how they 

might have looked in their original State — in the end, he 

generalized from the evidence of other Assyrian monu-

ments that he found, as we have - follow. These passages 

are particularly rieh in details. 

"Several doorways formed by gigantic winged lions or 

bulls, or by figures of guardian deities, led into other apart-

ments, which again opened into more distant halls." (Nin. 

II, p. 208) 

"The north-west palace having been so fully described in 

m y former work, I need only add that I have now been able 

to ascertain the position of its prineipal facade and en­

trance. It was to the north, facing the tower, and nearly re-

sembled the grand approaches to Kouyunjik and Khorsa­

bad. The two gateways formed by the sphinxes with human 

form to waist, appear to have flanked a grand centre portal 

to which they were united on both sides, as in Sennache-

rib's palace, by colossal figures of human-headed bulls and 

lions and winged priests. The remains of no other great en­

trances to the palace have yet been discovered, but I have 

little doubt from several indications on the ruins, that there 

was a similar fafade on the river side, and that a terrace, as-

cended by broad flights of Steps overlooked the Tigris. (I 

understand that Mr. Hormuzd Rassam has lately disco­

vered the remains of some very fine bas-reliefs near this 

edge of the mound.)" (Nin. Bab., p. 654) 

Layard described the palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh 

in similar terms earlier in the same volume, including a 

reference to riverside Steps, during which he made the fol-

lowing remarks about entrances, which are relevant to our 

discussion here: 

"The western facade, like the eastern, was formed by 

five pairs of human-headed bulls, and numerous colossal 

figures (see plan I), forming three distinet gateways." (Nin. 

Bab., p. 645). 

Bulls notwithstanding, the Statement is relevant in the 

context of a discussion of how Layard thought the throne­

room facade in the Northwest Palace should have looked in 

its original State. 

Size of the sculptures 

"The slabs used as panelling to the walls of unbaked brick 

rarely exceeded twelve feet in height, and in the earliest pa­

lace of Nimroud were generally little more than nine; whilst 

the human-headed lions and bulls, forming doorways, vary 

from ten to sixteen"6. (referring to Nineveh, but relevant 

here: Nin. II, p. 203.) 

Inscribed pavements in the doorways 

"The pavement of the Chambers was formed either of ala-

baster slabs, covered with inscriptions recording the name 

and the genealogy of the king, and probably the chief 

events of his reign, or of kilnburnt bricks, each also bearing 

a short inscription. The alabaster slabs were place upon a 

thin coating of bitumen spread over the bottom of the 

Chamber, even under the upright slabs forming its sides. 

The bricks were laid in two tiers, one above the other; a 

thin layer of sand being placed between them, as well as un­

der the bottom tier. These strata of bitumen and sand may 

6 The heights of individual parts of the facade were described else-

where in his text; see below, p. 7. 
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have been intended to exclude damp; although the build-

ings, from their positions, could scarcely have been ex-

posed to it. Between the lions and bulls forming the en­

trances, was generally placed one large slab, bearing an in­

scription." (Nin. I, p. 206) 

Superstructure and Arches 

"Even these colossal figures did not complete the height of 

the room; the wall being carried some feet above them. 

This upper wall was built either of baked bricks, richly col-

ored, or of sun-dried bricks covered by a thin coat of 

plaster, on which were painted various Ornaments. It could 

generally be distinguished in the ruins. The plaster which 

had fallen, was frequently preserved in the rubbish, and 

when first found the colors upon it had lossed little of their 

original freshness and brilliancy... 

The roof was probably formed by beams, supported en-

tirely by the walls; smaller beams, planks or branches or 

trees, were laid across them, and the whole was plastered 

on the outside with mud. Such are the roofs in modern 

Arab cities of Assyria7." (Nin. II, pp. 203-5) 

"It has been seen that the principle of the arch was 

known to the Assyrians, a small vaulted Chamber of baked 

bricks having been found at Nimroud; but there are no 

traces of an arch or vault used on a large scale8." (Nin. II, 

p. 205) 

Lighting 

"If daylight were admitted into the Assyrian palaces, it 

could only have entered from the roof. There are no Com­

munications between the inner rooms except by the door­

ways, consequently they could only receive light from ab­

ove. Even in the Chambers next to the outer walls, there are 

no traces of Windows9. 

It might be conjectured therefore, that there were Square 

openings or Skylights in the ceilings, which may have been 

closed during winter rains by canvas or other such material. 

The drains, leading from almost every Chamber, would 

seem to show that water might occasionally have entered 

from above and that apertures were required to carry it 

off... N o other [mode of lighting] can have existed in the 

palaces of Assyria, unless, indeed, torches and lamps were 

used; a supposition scarcely in accordance with the elabo-

rate nature of the sculptures, and the brilliancy of the col-

ored Ornaments; which, without the light of day, would 

have lost half their effect." (Nin. II, pp. 205-6) 

Upper stories? 

"Although there were houses in Assyria of two and three 

stories in height, as at Babylon (Hemd., lib.l.c.180) and as 

represented in the sculptures of Koujunjik (At Nimroud, 

although there were towers represented in the bas-reliefs, 

with Windows evidently belonging to the upper stories, yet 

there were no houses of two stories.), yet it does not appear 

probable that the great buildings just described had more 

than a ground floor. If there had been upper rooms, traces 

of them would still be found, as is shown by the discovery 

of the Chambers on the western face of the mound (see 

p. 19 of this volume)10. Had they fallen in, some remains of 

them would have been left in the lower rooms. 

The houses and towers represented in some of the later 

sculptures, have Windows and doors ornamented with 

cornices. W e have no means of ascertaining the forms of 

the Chambers, nor of learning any particulars concerning 

their internal economy and arrangement." (Nin. I, 

pp. 213-214) 

Exterior of the palace 

"All the edifices hitherto discovered in Assyria have pre-

cisely the same character, so that we have most probably 

the palace and temple combined; for in them the deeds of 

the king, and of the nation, are united with religious Sym­

bols, and with the statues of the gods. 

Of the exterior architecture of these edifices, no traces 

remain. I examined as carefully as I was able the sides of 

the great mound at Nimroud, and of other ruins in Assyria; 

but there were no fragments of sculptured blocks, cornices 

or other architectural Ornaments, to afford any clue to the 

nature of the fafade. It is probable that as the building was 

raised on a lofty platform, and was conspicuous from all 

parts of the surrounding country, its exterior walls were 

either cased with sculptured slabs or painted. This mode of 

decorating public buildings appears to have prevailed in 

Assyria. At Khorsabad, a series of alabaster slabs, on 

7 Layard continues with arguments against barrel vaulting, suggests 
and then dismisses the "king-post" method of roofing, and remains with 

the arguments for flat roofs and/or "in the larger halls a projecting ledge, 

sufficiently wide to afford shelter and shade, (which) may have been car­

ried around the sides, leaving the centre exposed to the air". Beams for 

flat roofs come from either palm or poplar (Nin. II, p. 205). Cf. Mallo­
wan, Nim. I, pp. 104ff., for his Version of this discussion. 

8 Evidence for arches were discovered by British and Iraqi excavations 

on a scale large enough for the monumental doorways described here. See 

below our discussion of the arch and the evidence from courtyard Y and 

entrance /. Layard did not recognize the significance of some of the 

painted brick. 
9 A footnote discards the notion of torch lighting or bitumen and naph-

tha fires because no traces of smoke or fire were found on the sculptures 

of the Northwest Palace. See also, note 10, below. 
10 Later, when discussing the reconstruction of the Southwest Palace at 

Koujunjik, Layard doubles back on this point, acknowledging that further 

evidence showed that Assyrian palaces could have upper stories and that 

pillars might have been used, which, in addition, would have allowed 

more light to enter the rooms. His remarks do not include inner rooms for 

which there was no evidence at all. H e did allow for windows in upper 

stories. Nin.Bab.. pp. 647—651. 
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which were represented gigantic figures bearing tribute, ap-
peared to M . Botta to be an outer wall, as there were no re­
mains of building beyond it. It is possible that the sculp­
tures on the edge of the ravine in the north-west palace of 
Nimroud, also apparently captives bearing tribute, may 
have formed part of the north fafade of the building, open-
ing upon a flight of Steps, or upon a road leading from the 
river to the great hall. (D and E, plan 3, and see Vol. I, 
p. 117)." (Nin. I, pp. 211-212) 

Entrance c, Chamber B (B[E]-c) 

"The first slab forming the northern wall after the corner-
stone, was occupied by a human figure, with four wings; his 
right hand was raised, and in his left was a mace. Beyond 
were two lions (Entrance c, Chamber B, plan 3) to corres-
pond with those forming the entrance d, from which they 
differed somewhat in form, the hands being crossed in 
front, and no animal being carried on the arm. They led to 
an outer wall or vestibule similar to that marked E, in the 
3rd plan. The bas-reliefs represented figures bearing Orna­
ments; there was another gigantic figure like that already 
described, which was also broken into two pieces. 

As the edge of a deep ravine had now been reached by 
the trenches, the workman were directed to return to the 
yellow bulls..." (Nin. I, p. 124). 

Appendix: 
"N. 26. Colossal human figure, with four wings; the right 

hand raised, and in the left a mace: facing entrance c n. 
Entrance c, 1 and 2, Winged human headed lions, with 
human arms, and with their hands crossed in front: fac­
ing Chamber E. 3 and 4, slabs with Standard inscription." 

(Nin. I, p. 310) 

Chamber E 

Appendix: 
"Nos. 1 and 2. Figures resembling Nos. 5—8, Chamber D, 

bringing earrings, bracelets, and other Ornaments on 
trays. 
3 and 4. Similar to 1 and 2. 
5. Gigantic winged figure resembling No. 1, Cham­

ber D." 
(Nin. I, p. 312) 

"Chamber" ED 

"On the edge of the ravine, to the north of Chamber B, 
(Plan 3) I discovered two enormous winged bulls, about 
seventeen feet in height, which had fallen from their places. 
They did not form an entrance, but each one stood alone, 
adjoining the great slabs with the colossal winged figures in 

Chambers D and E. I was unable to raise them, and the 
sculptured face of the slab was downward. They had evi-
dently been long exposed to the atmosphere, and the heads 
had been greatly injured." (Nin. I, p. 88) 

"Figures of captives bearing objects of tribute... may be 
seen on walls near this ravine; and two enormous bulls, and 
two winged figures above fourteen feet high, are lying on 
its very edge." (Nin. I, p. 92) 

Entrance d, Chamber B (B[D]-c) 

"I ascertained by the end of March the existence of a sec-
ond pair of winged, human-headed lions, differing from 
those previously discovered in form, the human shape be­
ing continued to the waist and furnished with arms. In one 
hand each figure carried a goat or stag, and in the other, 
which hung down by the side, a branch with three flowers. 
They formed a northern entrance into the Chamber of 
which the lions previously described were a portal. I com­
pletely uncovered the latter, and found them to be entire. 
They were about twelve feet in height, and the same 
number in length. The body and limbs were admirably por-
trayed; the muscles and bones, although strongly deve-
loped to display the strength of the animal, showed at the 
same time a correct knowledge of the anatomy and form. 
Expanded wings Sprung from the Shoulder and spread over 
the back; a knotted girdle, ending in tasseis, encircled the 
loins. These sculptures, forming an entrance, were partly in 
füll and partly in relief. The head and fore-part, facing the 
Chamber, were in füll; but only one side of the rest of the 
slab was sculptured, the back being placed against the wall 
of sun-dried bricks. That the spectator might have both a 
perfect front and side view of the figures, they were fur­
nished with five legs; two were carved on the end of the 
slab to face the Chamber, and three on the side. The relief 
of the body and three limbs were high and bold, and the 
slab was covered in all parts not occupied by the image, 
with inscriptions in the cuneiform character. These magni-
ficent specimens of Assyrian art were in perfect preserva-
tion; the most minute lines in the detail of the wings and in 
the Ornaments had been retained in their original freshness. 
Not a character was wanting in the inscriptions." (Nin. I, 
p.75) 

"Between them was a large pavement slab covered with 
cuneiform characters." (Nin.\, p. 110) 

Appendix: 

"No. 29. Colossal winged human figure, carrying stag on 
one arm, and in the left hand a flower with five blos-
soms; facing entrance d12. 

11 This is B-26. 
12 This is B-29. 
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Entrance d, 1 and 2. Human-headed lions with arms, simi­

lar to those at entrance e, but carrying a stag or ram in 

one arm, and holding a flower with three blossoms in the 

right hand: facing Chamber D. 3 and 4, unsculptured 

slabs with Standard inscription. 

No. 30. T w o colossal winged human figures, back to back. 

That to the east similar to No. 29, and facing entrance d; 

the other bearing the Square vessel and fir-cone, and fac­

ing no. 3113. 

No. 31. Cornerstone, similar to No. 214." 

(Nin. I, p. 311). 

Chamber D 

"The two human-headed lions, forming the entrance d 

(chamber B, plan 3), led to another Chamber, or to sculp­

tured walls, which, as it will hereafter be explained, may 

have formed an outward face to the building. The slabs to 

the right and left, on issuing from this portal, had fallen 

from their original position, and all of them except one 

were broken... 

O n the slabs Nos. 2 and 3 was represented the King, 

holding his bow in one hand and two arrows in the other. 

H e was followed by his attendant eunuch, who carried a 

mace, a second bow and a quiver for his use. Facing him 

was his vizir, his hands crossed before him, also followed by 

an eunuch. These figures were about eight feet high; the re­

lief very low, and the Ornaments rieh and elaborately 

carved. The bracelets, armlets, and weapons, were all ad-

orned with the heads of bulls and rams; color still remained 

on the hair, beard and sandals. 

No. 1, forming a corner wall, was a slab of enormous di-

mensions; it had been broken in two: the upper part was on 

the floor, the lower was still Standing in its place... It was a 

winged figure, with a three-horned cap, carrying the fir-

cone and Square Utensil; in other respects, similar to those 

already described, except that it had two wings rising from 

both sides of the back and inclosing the person. Its dimen-

sions were gigantic, the height being about sixteen feet and 

a half, but the relief was low. 

The first slab on the other side of the entrance contained 

a vizir and his attendant, similar to No. 3. The sueeeeding 

slabs were occupied by figures, differing altogether in cos-

tume from those previously discovered, and apparently re-

presenting people of another race; some carrying presents 

or offerings, consisting of armlets, bracelets, and ear-ring, 

on trays; others elevating their clinched hands, either in to-

ken of Submission, or in the attitude still peculiar to East-

erns when they dance. One figure was aecompanied by two 

monkeys, held by ropes: the one raising itself on its hind 

legs in front, the other sitting on the Shoulders of the man, 

and supporting itself by placing its forepaws on his head. 

(This relief will be placed in the British Museum). The 

dresses of all of these figures are Singular. They have high 

boots turned up at the toes, somewhat resembling those 

still in use in Turkey and Persia. Their caps, although coni-

cal, appear to have been made up of bands, or folds of feit 

or linen. Their tunics vary in shape, and in the fringes, from 

those of the high-capped warriors and attendants repre­

sented in other bas-reliefs. The figure with the monkeys 

wears a tunic descending to the calf of the leg. His hair is 

simply fastened by a fillet. There were traces of black color 

all over his face..." (Nin. I, pp. 117—118.) 

Appendix: 

"Slab 1. Winged figure, about fourteen feet high, with 

threehorned cap, fir-cone, and Square vessel. 

2. Colossal figure of king holding bow and arrows, followed 

by eunuch, carrying his arms; facing No. 3. 

3. Vizir, facing the king (No. 2), and followed by eunuch. 

4. Also vizir followed by eunuch. 

5, 6,7, 8. Colossal figures, apparently captives, bringing, as 

presents or tribute, ear-rings, bracelets, etc. Figure on 

slab 7, aecompanied by two monkeys. All facing en­

trance d." 

(Nin. I, pp. 311-312) 

(D-9) "The cornerstone (No. 1) was reversed; upon it 

was a figure with conical cap, apparently made of bands of 

linen or feit, and already described as represented in the 

sculptures of Chambers D and E (plan 3) (See Vol. I, page 

18. The head will be placed in the British Museum). The 

upper part of the stone (or the lower part of the reversed 

figure) had been purposely destroyed, the marks of the 

chisel being visible15." 

(Nin. II, p. 31) 

Ninurta Temple Comparison 

"I have already mentioned (p. 125) that a superstrueture of 

bricks rested upon the stone basement-wall of the tower, at 

the north-west corner of the mound. It was against the east­

ern and southern faces of this upper building that the newly 

discovered temple abutted. Four of its Chambers were ex-

plored, chiefly by means of tunnels carried through the 

enormous mass of earth and rubbish in which the ruins 

were buried. The great entrances were to the east. The 

prineipal portal (Ent. LB., Plan II) was formed by two co­

lossal human-headed lions, sixteen feet and a half high and 

fifteen feet long. They were flanked by three small winged 

figures, one above the other, and divided by ornamental 

13 This is B-30. 
14 This is B-3I, a "sacred tree" 
15 This quotation comes from a description of reliefs recovered in the 

Southwest Palace at Nimrüd. Layard goes on to describe other reliefs also 

"quarried" from the Northwest Palace which were found near this one. 

These reliefs could have come originally from the "Great Northern Court­

yard", West Wing or Northwest Wing of the palace. See the discussion be­

low and Paley-Sobolewski, Relief-Representations II, pp. 65 ff. 
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cornices, and between them was an inscribed pavement 
slab of alabaster. In front of each was a Square stone, appa­
rently a pedestal of an altar, and the walls on both sides 
were adorned with enamelled bricks. 

About thirty feet to the right, or north, of the lion gate-
way was a second entrance (Ent. 2.B, same plan), at each 
side of which were two singular figures... This group ap-
pears to represent the bad spirit driven out by a good deity; 
a fit subject for the entrance to a temple, dedicated to the 
god of war... 

O n the slabs at the right angles to these sculptures, form­
ing the outer part of the entrance, were two colossal human 
figures, without wings, wearing garlands on their heads, 
and bearing branches ending in three flowers. 

Within the temple, at right angles to the entrance, were 
sculptured fish gods, somewhat different in form from 
those in the palace of Koujunjik. The fish's head formed 
part of the three-horned cap usually worn by the winged 
figures. The tail only reached to the waist of the man, who 
was dressed in the tunic and long furred robe commonly 
seen in the bas-reliefs of Nimroud." 
( M M . Bab., pp. 348-350; Illustration of Ent. l.B, plan 2, is 
on p. 349) 

c. A C C O R D I N G T O M A L L O W A N 

General descriptions (The "Great Northern Courtyard"). 

"Until recently it had seemed most surprising that what was 
so obviously the throne room apparently opened onto a 
courtyard which according to Layard had been one of the 
principal thoroughfares into the city. In 1953 however we 
discovered that the ravine outside Chamber B had only 
been eroded in relatively modern times, and that in fact this 
courtyard connected it with another wing of the palace fur-
ther to the north..." (Nim. I, p. 99)16 

Exterior of the palace (including the throneroom facade)17 

"Along the north wall of the Palace at a point where 
Layard was known to have dug in the last Century, we de-
cided to make soundings in order to discover how much of 
the sculptured front of the palace had remained intact. Dig-
ging was therefore concentrated in the courtyard outside 
Gate D where we once more uncovered two leonine mon-
sters which had flanked the gate and of which drawings had 
been published by Layard in the last Century. In all we dug 
out a Stretch of about 18 metres of wall-front, as is shown in 
Mr. Hamilton's plan, the blacked in portion, Fig. 2. The 
courtyard outside gate D, the second of the two gates in the 
north wall of the Palace, was found to be paved with burnt-
brick, and lying in confusion upon it were many of the great 
carved stone blocks which had once decorated the Palace 
fafade. A considerable portion of the frieze still survived 

although with very few exceptions it was out of its original 
Position, mostly in confusion in the debris of the courtyard 
itself. To the left of the gate, as one faced it, flanking the 
courtyard, lay a gigantic fallen bull monster which had ori-
ginally stood next to a huge Nisroch, part eagle, part man. 
T w o finely carved pieces of relief were found on the faf ade 
itself adjacent to it, representing the king's vizier and a 
youthful attendant with a staff under his arm. These two 
figures had originally approached the king, the figure of 
w h o m was no longer there, but it has been described by 
Layard. Right of the gate followed two Assyrian figures, 
the first bearded, and the second clean-shaven, but heavily 
bewigged, and wearing tabs round his neck; behind them 
followed a stately procession of tributaries. The tribute-
bearers, some of w h o m wore pointed caps, were foreign-
ers; they carried trays on which were depicted Symbols, 
some of them cruciform, one crescent-shaped, and circular 
objects which no doubt represented metal ingots. ... The 
reliefs also bore the Standard inscription of king Assur-
nasir-pal IL The carving was of exceptionally good quality 
and in fact this fafade may be numbered among the best 
sculpture in the Palace, appropriately enough since it faced 
the north external front and was one of the principal ap­
proached to the king's house. O n several figures the black 
incrustation in the pupil of the eye and the white lime 
plaster in the iris was still fixed in position, and made the 
heads stand out very boldly. 

It is hoped that eventually the Iraq Antiquities Depart­
ment may be able to reset this sculpture in its original posi­
tion, so that the visitor to Nimrüd may be able to see a long 
Stretch of the front of the palace as it was intended to be 
seen by its founder in the ninth Century B.C. 

Little material of any interest was found on the floor of 
the courtyard, but there were traces of cedar-wood which 
perhaps had originally belonged to the wooden gates. 
There were also bronze nails and little rosettes which must 
have decorated the doors themselves, not unlike the roset-
te-decorations on the Balawat gates of Shalmaneser III. It 
is to be presumed that the doors themselves had once been 
heavily overlaid with bronze, probably with decorated fig­
ures in relief, but of them nothing remained. The great 
height of some of the figures — the monsters were no less 
than 12 feet high — contrasted with the comparative nar-
rowness of the gate. But the entrances were obviously de-
liberately made small in proportion to the size of the Palace 

16 Mallowan gives no reasons why he thinks the erosion was so recent. 

Layard saw it and if the stone dado were removed by the kings who built 
other edifices on the mound, the protective coverings for mudbrick walls 

would not have been there to help withstand the inevitable "melting" of 
the architecture and eroding of the mound itself, Channels beginning 

through the stripped gateways of the palace, and ultimately attacking the 
surfaces of courtyards and the mound itself. 

17 If the throneroom facade faced a courtyard within the palace com-
plex, the description of the external appearance of the palace must be li­
mited to external walls and not to walls of courtyards. External walls were 
buttressed, but further decoration is not attested. 



Walls and Entrances 9 

for purposes of defence. The approach to the Palace may 

have been up a steep incline which led from the quay on the 

river, and we were fortunate in discovering a Strip of this 

quay in excellent State of preservation. Unfortunately the 

original approach to the Palace has been eroded away. 

There is no possibility of recovering its original surface, but 

the topography of the ancient roadway which led up from 

the River Tigris into the Palace is perhaps defined by a well 

marked wädl. After ascending into the Acropolis the visi-

tor could have turned right into the Palace, and left towards 

the temples on the Ziggurat Terrace. It is evident that the 

ascent was steep, and Calah would have been well nigh im-

pregnable from the river side unless it were betrayed by an 

enemy within the gates. To the tribute-bearer in the ninth 

Century B.C. the steep climb up from the river and admis-

sion to the great courtyard outside the two gates of the pa­

lace wall; the first sight of the long carved Stretch of palace-

fafade was an unforgettable experience, well calculated to 

strike him with awe. The tale of the brilliance of this royal 

building must have carried to the furthest confines of the 

Assyrian empire." 

(Iraq 15, pp. 28-29) 

"The most impressive sculpture of wall was discovered on 

either side of the doorway leading into the Palace from the 

brick-paved courtyard E. O n the western side of this court­

yard we found the fallen bull-man colossus illustrated in 

I.L.N. July 29th, 1950, p. 180, and adjacent to it a frag-

ment of a huge bas-relief of a bird-headed figure carrying a 

bücket. Layard, it may be remembered, had worked before 

photography had become of practical proposition, and 

these and other reliefs were in 1950 photographed in situ 

for the first time. Only by seeing the sculpture in its original 

setting can one appreciate the masterful vigour of Assyrian 

carving. The fine photograph of the monumental winged 

lioness on the frontispiece of the Illustrated London News 

gives some impression of these majestic monuments which, 

as we hope, will be carefully protected and left in situ for 

posterity." 

(Iraq 12, p. 181) 

"This change of direction between the main area of Z.T. 

and the Ziggurat and temple-area to the north is of consi-

derable topographical significance, because it means that 

the Z.T. building was planned as an integral part of the 

N.W. Palace itself. The discoveries also tend to show that a 

part of Z.T. 1—31, especially the Chambers on the south 

side of the corridor, may have served as the chancellery to 

the Palace, for in the eight Century B.C., official archives 

and the royal correspondence were stored there... 

The main portion of the N.W. Palace, that is, the part 

excavated by Layard himself, was obviously devoted to 

royal functions, for it contained the King's throne-rooms, 

and in the eastern side there were some smaller Chambers 

which may have been used for religious purposes. Our own 

discoveries have also shown that the southernmost wing, an 

extension of the main building, was the domestic quarter 

and the residence of the harem. Thus the N.W. palace com-

prised three main divisions each of which corresponded to a 

different function — residential, ceremonial, and adminis­

trative." [Iraq 16, PI. 12 illustrates the Plan without the ad-

dition of Z.T. It is possible that the smaller Chambers 

J.K.M. were used for the Performance of religous Offices.] 

"Another important piece of information which this 

work has revealed to us is that the deep ravine which is 

clearly marked in the contour map opposite the northern 

entrances to the N.W. Palace in Squares H.I.J.K5, down 

the slopes of which Layard a Century ago dragged the col­

ossi, was never one of the entrances to the inner city. U p 

tili 1953 it had generally been supposed that this ravine 

marked one of the main approaches, but our recent excava­

tions have definitely proved that this was not so." [Thus the 

Statement in Iraq 15, Pt. I, p. 30 where a "broad thorough-

fare" in K5 is mentioned must not be taken to mean that 

there was a street in antiquity.] "In fact the main level of 

Z.T. was more or less precisely that of the throne-room and 

adjacent Chambers of the N.W. Palace itself; indeed the 

Z.T. building was contiguous to the Palace. The great ra­

vine which is so striking a feature of the site to-day has, in 

fact, been caused by a continued process of erosion follow-

ing on the fall and destruction of Calah. 

Unfortunately this eroded ravine has inevitably oblite-

rated the evidence of pavements and buildings, and it is 

therefore impossible to say exactly how the southern exten­

sion of Z.T. was adapted to the N.W. Palace proper. [None 

the less it was still possible to trace across the ravine the re­

mains of the great mud-brick platform built by Assur-nasir-

pal as a substructure for the N.W. Palace and Z.T.] But 

when the contour map of the mound with the additions 

made in each successive season comes to be published, as 

we hope, before long, the relation of the two buildings to 

one another will become piain. Meanwhile it may be said 

that the north-south axis of Chamber 30 is closely related to 

that of the entrance through gate D to the N.W. Palace. In 

short, therefore, Z.T. in the main represents the extreme 

northern limits of the Palace and is separated from it by a 

forecourt at the same level." 

(Iraq 16, pp. 116-117) 

" W e have unfortunately little idea of the external ap-

pearance of the palace except on the north fafade of the 

throneroom where we once again unearthed in 1952 the 

splendid figures of tributaries first seen by Layard and 

drawn by him 105 years earlier. There, outside the gates, to 

the accompaniment of the usual colossi, was a picture of 

the king receiving his general, the turtanu, who preceded 

the procession of defeated foreigners with their tray-loads 

of gifts. The prostate bull-man outside gate E who when we 

uncovered him surveyed the scene sadly from the pavement 

of the courtyard, has now been re-erected. 

N o less imposing are the strong colossi which defend the 

narrow gates; in gate E the human-headed winged lionesses 

harnessed to the door show how brilliantly the Assyrians 

succeeded in importing an impression of realism to these 

fantastic monsters; another pair further to the west (gate 
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D) guarded the second doorway into the throneroom; these 

creatures were part man (they had bearded heads), part 

lion and part bird; each of them carried in his right hand a 

kid as offering to the gods, and in his left the plant of life. 

It is logical to assume that the two gates D and E formed 

respectively the entrance and exit of the throneroom. The 

entrance was the furthest removed from the throne itself 

and the visitor after making obeisance was ushered out 

from the northern door nearest to the king. The Organi­

zation of the throneroom in relation to the remainder of the 

building thus demonstrates that the king himself was easily 

accessible from the main northern courtyard of the build­

ing. No doubt he was properly guarded against assassin-

ation, but the royal letters make it quite clear that he was in 

close personal contact with his people, and it is interesting 

to find architectural evidence also confirming that he was 

no remote and secluded figurehead. 

The visitor to Nimrüd now receives a splendid impres­

sion of the original appearance of the exernal fafade and 

entrances to the throneroom, thanks to the well-executed 

work of reconstruction which was achieved by the Iraq An­

tiquities Department. The great stone reliefs, the eagle-

headed monsters, and the stone guardians of the gates have 

been set up in their original positions as intended by Assur-

nasir-pal himself, to be seen in perpetuity. Most striking 

perhaps are the two great winged bull-giants, one facing 

outwards towards the Tigris, the other inwards towards the 

akropolis, at the entrance and exit to the throneroom. Each 

of them wears a fish-hood, the Symbol of Ea, god of magic, 

and has the belly of a fish, which became immortalized in 

the allegorical story of the prophet Jonah. The colossi are 

in this respect an interesting parallel with the stone reliefs 

depicting bearded figures wearing long fish cloaks which 

Layard found in the northernmost Chamber of the Ninurta 

Temple." 

(Mm. I,p. 103-4) 

"Elsewhere the external fafades are sadly ruined. The 

east side seems to have been unadorned; the west over-

looked the river which washed the huge stone quays that 

formed an embankment to the palace." 

(Mm. I, p. 105) 

Superstructure and Arches 

Mallowan agreed with Layard's early conclusion that porti-

co-roofing with piers and columns would have obscured the 

reliefs and because there was no evidence18. He noted the 

remains of painted plaster which his excavation (like 

Layard's) discovered and explained that they came from 

above: secular scenes and geometrical patterns depicting "a 

coffered ceiling to which were attached traces of decayed 

roof beams. It seems possible therefore that the throne­

room was roofed with beams of cedar or pine, the under-

sides of which were brilliantly painted." 

(Mm.I, pp. 105-106) 

"Here, lying on the brick pavement beneath the en­

trances, were a mass of glazed bricks which had fallen from 

above the door, into the courtyard. ... 

After reconstruction the panel was found to take the 

shape of a semi-elliptical Assyrian gate-arch. It stood 4.07 

meters high and was 2.91 meters wide at its base. The top 

of the panel must have stood at least 8 metres above the 

ground." 

( M m II, p. 454 and fig. 373 [p. 453]). 

Lighting 

Mallowan concluded that the sculpture was ill-lit, having 

agreed with Layard's early ideas, in this case as well. The 

walls had been high - eleven or twelve meters high "as we 

may judge from their thickness, which occasionally 

amounts to nearly 5 meters." (Mm. I, p. 106) Also, doors 

had been too narrow to let in much light. He admitted to 

the possibility that there had been clerestory lighting be­

neath the roof and, with Layard, noted that they would 

have been closed in bad weather. The lamps discovered in 

the excavations were too small to have given much light. 

D. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE SOURCES 

Extant remains and the excavators' descriptions are quite 

clear. Layard's later conclusions about the importance of 

this fafade in the Overall scheme of palace decoration have 

basically stood the test of time, requiring only refinements 

in details. For example, in recent years, beginning with 

Reade, scholars have concluded that this fafade had origi­

nally three entrances, a plan and System that continued to 

be used by Assyrian architects at Khorsabad and Nine­

veh19. This had already been surmised by Layard20. The 

origin of the three-entrance fafade for a Single, important 

(a "throne room"), long room is obscure21. 

18 See above, n. 10. 
19 Reade, Iraq 27, p. 123, PI. XXXII; Reade, Iraq 30, p. 62 (n. 2); 

Turner, Iraq 32, pp. 181 ff.; Sobolewski, Palast u. Hütte, pp. 239ff., figs. 

2-6; Sobolewski, ZA 71/11, pp. 253-254, fig. 1; Meuszynski, Reliefdar­

stellungen I, plans 2,3; Postgate-Reade, "Kalhu" in RLA V, p. 311; Paley-

Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, plan 2; Winter, "Program", 

pp. 26-7. Reade and Winter took this a step further by drawing attention 

to the similarity of the subject matter in the throneroom reliefs of other 

major royal palaces, expanding and refining this notion to include the sub­

ject matter of the reliefwork. Reade, "Architectural Context", p. 76. See 

also an earlier Version of Winter's "Program" article, "Royal Rhetoric", 

pp. 20ff. and Russell, Sennacherib's Palace, p. 76 (n. 2). 
20 Layard, Nin.Bab., pp. 138ff. (See drawings comparing Khorsabad 

and Nineveh's Southwest palace, opposite p. 136), 654. 
21 Stretches of courtyard wall with three doorways are known from the 

Old Babylonian period in the main temple court of the Kitttum complex at 

Ischali (Jacobsen, "Mesopotamian Temple Plan", pp. 79*ff.; Hill-Jacob-

sen, Old Babylonian Public Buildings I, figs. 2-15, pp. 4—36) and along 

the south wall of room VII at Teil el Rimah (restoration!). They occur also 

in the Middle Assyrian palace of Adad-nerari (1304-1273 B.C.) at Assur 



Walls and Entrances 11 

This fafade, the throneroom fafade, faced north and 

opened into the so-called "Northern Courtyard"22, which 

was evidently the largest courtyard in the palace complex. 

O n the north and east sides of this courtyard were suites of 

rooms used for administrative purposes23. Both of these 

sets of rooms had doorways giving access to the courtyard 

and other doors which led outside the palace complex. A 

third entranceway on the west probably led to another 

smaller courtyard ringed with more rooms24. A short stump 

of the western wall of the "Northern Courtyard" is pre­

served, jutting out at the western end of the throneroom fa­

fade about 10 meters beyond entrance B(D)-d. A ravine, 

now partially filled in by erosion and modern earthwork, 

cuts across this end of the palace, passing east to west 

across the building remains, distorting the perspective of 

the modern viewer. The rooms west of the "Northern 

Courtyard" seem also to have been destroyed by erosion, 

which probably began when the palace began to be stripped 

of its stone wall-fafades in ancient times25. 

The exact positions of the doorways on the north, east 

and west sides of this courtyard cannot be established with-

out further investigation26. The positions of these doorways 

in the reconstructed plan adopted in this volume (Plan 1. 

Relief Representation II) are based upon assumptions 

made using canons of size and the proportions of walls and 

rooms in the extant remains of the palace. The positions of 

the eastern and western courtyard entrances are also based 

upon the configuration of the ravine, the head of which was 

originally to the east of the palace, narrowing and/or 

deepening where the doorways should be27. 

The decorations of these entrances on the north, east 

and west sides of the courtyard and the adjacent fafades, 

can be reconstructed in our imaginations by extending the 

motifs of the throneroom's outer fafade all around the 

courtyard. O n a clue from Reade based upon an Obser­

vation by Layard which placed one stray relief fragment on 

the western wall of this courtyard, the authors have placed 

this fragment in position D-9 in an earlier publication28. 

Full-size figures should then continue, interrupted only 

by the doorways, all around the courtyard. They should al-

ternate in direction, facing to the right or to the left, de-

pending upon the positions and directions of the royal fig­

ure. The subject of the reception scene, so appropriate to 

the great courtyard at one end of which was the palace's 

principal reception suite, might also be intermixed with war 

and hunting scenes - reliefs in one and two registers such 

as we know from room B (the throneroom itself), W G and 

W K and from Khorsabad29. As in court Y, pairs of lion (or 

lioness!)-colossi should alternate with pairs of bull colossi 

in every other gateway. 

It is the opinion of many authors that the southern fa­

fade of the "Northern Courtyard", that is the throneroom 

fafade, was part of a grand design which Layard could only 

suggest in the latest of his writings on the subject. 

To return to the specific discussion of the courtyard's 

southern fafade, the available evidence preserves the pre-

cise scheme of decoration only at the eastern and western 

end of the series of reliefs, and only at two of the three en­

trances. But, a hypothetical reconstruction of the central 

doorway and the sculpture adjacent to it can be attempted. 

E. RELIEFS IN COLLECTIONS QUTSIDE OF NIMRÜD 

All known reliefs outside Nimrüd were identified by Gadd, 

Weidner and Reade30-

(the doorway positions of the "Old Palace" seem not to have been preser­

ved) and in the temple of Kar Tukulti-Ninurta. The room configurations 

beyond the doorways differ from those of the Northwest Palace in all cases 

— the dosest being the anteroom-courtyard combination at Mari (Winter, 

"Royal Rhetoric", p. 10 after Moortgat, Art, figs. 4,21 and 57) - so these 

remarks remain hypothetical. The Rimah and Adad-nerari buildings can 

now be studied in a comparative context in the useful work by Margueron 

on Bronze Age architecture and dwelling pattern traditions (Recherches 

sur les palais, figs. 273 and 328). In that work there are no other compar-

able examples. For Kar Tukulti-Ninurta, see now Amiet, Art of the 

Ancient N. E., fig. 906 and Andrae, Das Wiedererstandene Assur, 

pp. 174 ff. 

However, the view from the courtyard side of all of these earlier examples 

does bear a resemblance to the throneroom facades of later Assyrian pa­

laces. Therefore, the late Assyrian palace fafade may have been drawn 

from architectural tradition and memory because it seemed to be the ap­

propriate frontal scheme for important rooms behind. A large central 

doorway flanked by smaller ones became the signature for a significant 

part of a palatial structure — whether the single throneroom or a suite of 

rooms lay behind. The throneroom suites may have been the invention of 

Ashurnasirpal's age and architects, carried forth by later generations. 
22 Reade's "outer court". 
23 Part of the "ZT Northern Extension": Mallowan, Iraq 15, pp. 28ff.; 

Mallowan Iraq 16, pp. 66ff., 115ff.; Mallowan, Nim. I, pp. 164ff. 
24 Access to this northwest corner of the palace is preserved only 

through a corrider west of room C which runs in a south-north direction 

from W T , a courtyard facing the Tigris river. The western end of Z T 

would seem to encompass the northernmost rooms of the Northwest 

Wing. As the number of palace wings increases in our hypothetical recon­

struction, we may yet reach the eight that Ashurnasirpal Claims to have 

built in the complex according to the inscriptions. See Mallowan, Nim. I. 

p. 67, para. 4. 
25 Described by Layard and Mallowan, and shown on the topographic 

map: Mallowan, Nim I. Folding Maps, Plans and Sections, 1. Recent aer-

ial views show this "ravine": Mallowan, Nim. I, p. 105 (fig. 51); Ameen 

Agha — al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 5. Previously described by Mallowan, Iraq 

15, p. 28. 
26 In this palace, one of the canon principles in the plan is not to have 

doorways situated directly across one from the other. This preserved 

privacy, if desired, in inner rooms of the various palace wings, across pa­

lace grounds. 
27 See note 24, above. 
28 Reade, Iraq 27, p. 120f.; see the Catalogue, below. 
29 Both combinations — füll size, one-registered reliefs of tribute 

bearers approaching the king and his courtiers and/or mixed with two-re-

gistered (or one-registered) reliefs of war and other royal activities are 

known at Khorsabad: Albenda, Palace of Sargon, pls. 16, 19, 35—37, 

40-43, 55-56. The scheme continued at Nineveh. See the recent study of 

Court VI in the Southwest Palace of Sennacherib: Russell, Bulls for the 

Palace, esp. fig. 4. Winter has suggested that one relief which we have 

placed in the West Wing (Barnett-Falkner, pl. CXXIV-V=Paley-Sobo-

lewski, Relief Representation II, pl. 5:30 [WFL 27], p. 79) belonged in 

the "Great Northern Courtyard". If true, this would be the only example 

that could be attributable to this area of the palace complex. 
30 Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 31-32. 
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D-2. A-VI-b-i/A-I-e-i (Louvre, Paris 7, A O 19851). King 

and attendant (—>). 
D-7. B M 124562. T w o tribute bearers wearing boots 

with turned-up toes and turbans; one with two monkeys 

D-9. BM 116930. Upper part of a relief of a man doing 

obeisance (<—)31 

E-3. Berlin V A 8747. Upper part of a relief of a man 

doing obeisance (<—). 
E-4. Baghdad I M 28143. Midsection of a tribute bearer 

from the left side of a slab (<—). 

F. IDENTIFICATIONS AND RECONSTRUCTIONS 

Layard reburied most of the sculpture from the fafade 
when he completed his excavations. Some of the sculptures 
survived where Layard had left them and were discovered 
when the British resumed excavations under Mallowan 
more than forty years ago. The pieces that reached Paris, 
London, Berlin and Baghdad were re-identified by Gadd, 
Weidner and Reade. There are some fragments missing. 

Those that remained at Nimrüd were raised and restored 
in situ by the Iraq Organization of Antiquities. The restora-
tion provides the basis for the hypothetical reconstruction 
attempted in the pages that follow here. Measurements of 
the height, width and thickness of all the "in situ" sculp­
ture, wall slabs and colossi - including the gigantic colossi 
that commanded the center of the fafade - were taken by 
the Polish excavators at Nimrüd in the early 1970's. The 
seats for doorposts and a threshold from a large central 
doorway also came to light. These were discovered in the 
debris, along with the foot of a gigantic lion colossus 
(Fig. 11). The Information gleaned from this new evidence 
has already been used to produce the text, plates and de-
tailed ground plans of this part of the palace for Meuszyfi­
ski, Reliefdarstellungen I and Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Re­
presentation IL This reconstruction seeks to go further, 
this time using comparisons from the relief work of Khorsa­
bad and Nineveh. The reconstruction is documented in the 
Catalogue. 

In general, reliefs associated with the side doorways (d 
and c — Courts D and E, respectively) were ca. 2.30 m high 
and were cut with 18-line Standard Inscriptions. The lamas-
SM-colossi were ca. 3.10 m high and were cut with a special 
text, the "Bull-Lion-Altar Inscription"32. The colossal gen-
ies were ca. 3.90 m high. The two extant examples were cut 
with a Standard Inscription in 19 + 1 lines (D-l) and 22 + 1 
lines (E-5) respectively. The bull and lion colossi associated 
with the central doorway - perhaps portal would be a 
better descriptive term — are no longer extant; they were 
probably removed in antiquity. W e estimate that the side 
figures were ca. 4.50 m high and those in the doorway cor-
ridor itself ca. 4.75 m high. W e have, of course, no infor-
mation about the texts inscribed on these figures, but we 
might assume that more of the "Bull-Lion-Altar" text, the 

füllest extent of which is on the "altar" (actually the throne-
base!), would have found its way to these figures because, 
simply, they were larger and therefore there was more 
room. This does not have to be the case, since the cunei­
form signs could also have been larger in size, not all the 
available Space used, and/or the reliefwork could have ex-
tended over more of the face of the stone slabs. See the dis-
cussions of the inscriptions on ED-1, ED-10 and doorway 

(F)B-g, below. 
W e have arranged our discussion according to a per-

ceived pattern of movement and activity in the great 
"Northern Courtyard". People with "business" entered the 
main gate on the east and, if they were on specifically royal 
business and did pass on through the doorways to the pa-
lace's administrative wings, they would have been ushered 
around (perhaps waiting in line), to finally arrive in the 
area of "court" D. They would have, by then, passed by 
various reliefs which portrayed audience scenes with tri­
bute or tax bearers, royal officials and men doing obei­
sance, war scenes and perhaps hunting scenes. Before en­
tering into the throneroom, if the visitors had passage that 
far, the last group of sculptures they would have seen were 
the first that we can describe, i.e., "court" D. And, if they 
did not already know the proper protocol, including "body 
language" (a slight stoop and raised hands), these visitors 
would have learned by viewing the scenes on the courtyard 
walls. (The throneroom repeated all this within the con-
fines of a more restricted and probably more immediately 
intimidating space, because the king was there!) Exiting 
through "court" E, these visitors would have seen the 
themes repeated again — "education" and responsibility to 
the sovereign were constant themes made more relevant by 
continuous revolt33. 

31 See above, note 28. This notwithstanding that it did not come from 
another courtyard. 

32 For this text, see the new edition by A. Kirk Grayson, manuscript, 
chapter 2, pp. 227 ff. All references in the Catalogue below that refer to 

this inscription by line are to the Grayson edition, which is based upon the 
lineation of the "altar". Our thanks to Professor Grayson for providing a 
copy of his manuscript prior to publication. 

33 For another point of view concerning the participation of the "spec-
tator" in the experience of a palace audience, see Winter "Royal Rhetor­
ic", pp. 3, 14 and "Program", pp. 27-8. She has described the throne­

room and the southern fafade of the "Great Northern Courtyard" (Her 
courtyard D is a misnomer for the northern courtyard, since that letter is 

the designation only for its southwest corner.) in reverse of the direction 
adopted here, that is from the point of view of the king as central, radiat-

ing out to his realm, not as approached by his subjects ("Royal Rhetoric", 
pp. 16-22, 19-32; "Propaganda", esp. pp. 24, 29) which is a central 
theme of the narrative reliefs. However, as she explains, the area around 

the throne is simply symbolic, in the traditional sense of an Assyrian, Me-
sopotamian ruler - Symbols traditionally and immediately understood by 
his people: priestly devotee-protector of his realm. It is the ultimate pur­
pose, the culmination of all this Visual rhetoric and must be shown as sim­
ply and in as straightforward a manner as possible. It is in this manifesta-
tion of kingship that he would appear in public Squares and in the main 

courtyard of the palace. 
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The central doorway was probably reserved for State oc-

casions, including royal processions to the temples, for ex-

ample, or for public business or spectacle in the "Northern 

So-called "Court D" 

D-9 (-) PI. 4.1 

London, British Museum BM 118930. Upper part of a fig­

ure holding his hands before his face in the gesture of obeis­

ance (<—). He wears a turban and has a short curly beard. 

Only part of the upper edge is original. Because of the an­

gle of his head, Shoulder and arms in relation to the Upper 

edge of the stone, he can be said to be bending slightly in 

deference to the king, as do similar figures in Assyrian 

sculpture. 

Gadd following Layard, repeated by Reade, pointed out 

that the figure on this fragment, which was found by 

Layard in the Southwest Palace at Nimrüd with other re-

liefwork from the Northwest Palace in secondary use, re-

sembled the figures on the fafade of court D. Layard des­

cribed the relief as a reversed cornerstone. W e have placed 

it in position D-9, at the corner where this fafade meets the 

courtyard's western wall. It could be part of the first slab on 

the western wall. 

Furthermore, if slab D-9 were originally approximate in 

size to D-8, we should expect more than one figure on the 

slab. Because the middle figure on slab D-8 is taller than his 

companions, we expect that - from a compositional point 

of view - B M 118930, a short figure, is part of either the 

first or third figure on the original slab D-9, in the proces-

sion of tributaries from the left to the right across the stone. 

That he is shorter is apparent from the distance between 

the upper edge of the fragment and the top of the turban he 

wears. The inscriptional evidence also shows that he is the 

first figure on the left hand side of the slab. 

W 0.64 m; H 1.00 m 

Middle band. 8 lines of the SI are preserved. The signs are 

close to the left edge of the original slab; for example: 

L. 1: 
E. GAL mAssur PA]P.A Sanga Assur — 

L. 2: 
10-ER]IN.DAH M A N SU.... 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. II. p. 31; Gadd, pp. 145-6; Barnett-Falkner, 

p. 25, pl. C XXI; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Paley-Sobolewski, Relief-Repre-

sentations II, pp. 84-5, pl. 6.32. 

Courtyard". Framed by the gigantic colossi which deco­

rated this palatial portal, the king could and did make a 

forceful Propaganda Statement by just appearing there. 

D-8 (W 2.36 m; H 2.30 m) PI. 4.1 

Complete slab restored in situ. Three figures holding their 

hands before their faces in the gesture of obeisance (<—). 

All wear the same clothes: turbans, fringed robes that are 

opened in front (the shawl of the middle figure is omitted), 

bracelets, armlets, counterweighted strings of beads 

around their necks, earrings and boots with turned-up toes 

and stepped decoration on the heels. They wear short curly 

beards, though the center figure's is longer. He is also 

shown tallest of the three. The figure on the left is the smal-

lest. There is overlapping: the left Shoulder of the figure on 

the left is covered by the right elbow of the figure in the 

center; the right hand of the figure on the right overlaps 

slightly the tasselled counterweight of the figure in the 

center — though the same tassel overlaps the right figure's 

forearm. Even though the bottoms of the robes are in one 

line, the right boot of the right figure overlaps the left boot 

of the center figure and the center figure's right boot over­

laps the left boot of the left figure. These are not figures in 

a Single, straight line, but crowded together in a small 

group. The sense is that the figure on the left is further 

away from the viewer than the two others who, because 

they are "intertwined" at one point, have nearly bumped 

together. The sizes of the figures contribute to the success 

of this portrayal of a small group of fearful subjects. Per­

haps this relief represents, with the others on this fafade, 

the processions of the tributaries in this very courtyard. 

Meuszynski noted that the size of the relief seemed too 

large for the socle. But our records show that the measure-

ments are nearly the same; and, restored in situ, the relief 

fits. 

Middle band. Complete SI in 18 lines ending: ina lib-bi ü-

kin. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311-312; Mallowan, 

ILN 5914, p. 296f.; Shukri, Sumer 12, figs. 7-9 (showing the courtyard); 

Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Mallowan, Nim. I fig. 48 (a large fragment of the 

upper part of the relief before restoration); Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, 

p. 10, fig. 2; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 31, 33, pl. 5.3; Paley-

Sobolewski, Relief-Representations II, pl. 6.3. 

D-7 (W 2.14 m; H 2.34 m) PI. 4.1 

The socle is in situ. Layard dispatched the relief to the Brit­

ish Museum (BM 124562). Two figures, bending in defer-

2. Catalogue 
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ence to the king, are shown on the slab: on the left, a m a n 
holding his hands before his face in the gesture of obeisance 
(<—) and, on the right, another leading two monkeys (<—). 
Their beards seem to be as long as that of the center figure 
on D-8, though the Shoulder of the figure on the right cuts 
his beard off from view. The left figure wears the same gar­
ments as do the figures on D-8; the figure on the right 
wears a short, fringed tunic over which has been draped in 
an ungainly fashion (Is he shown having difficulty manag-
ing his charges?) a fringed robe which hangs to just above 
the knee in front and to mid-calf in back. Instead of a tur­
ban, his hair is held by a headband, wider in front than in 
the back. One monkey sits on his Shoulders, the other 
Stands on the ground beside him with his head turned back. 
Boots with turned-up toes and stepped decorations on the 
heels are worn by both figures. 
Middle band: Complete SI in 18 lines ending: ina lib-bi ü-
kin. 
Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311-312; Layard, Mon.l, 

pl. 40; Budge, pl. XXVIII; Stearns, AfO-Beüi. 15, 73ff.; Gadd, p. 1371; 

Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Shukri, Sumer 12, fig. 7ff. (showing the court­

yard); Ainachi, Sumer 12, fig. 10; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, p. 10; Ameen 

Agha — al-Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 11; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, 

p. 33,^pl. 5.3; Paley-Sobolewski, Relief-Representations II, pl. 6.32. The 

illustration in Ainachi and Ameen Agha — al-Iraqi is of east of the original 

in the British Museum. The east has been restored on the original socle at 

Nimrüd. 

D-6 (W 2.19 m;H ca. 2.30 m) PI. 4.1 

Restored from fragments in situ on the original socle. 
T w o figures are shown (<—). The one on the left holds his 
hands before his face and bends slightly, doing obeisance. 
H e is dressed in the same garments as the figure on the left 
on D-7 and those on D-8. The figure on the right of this 
slab is dressed in a knee-length tunic and robe (see the fig­
ure with the monkey on D-7), and carries tribute above his 
head: a long tray upon which are large and small bowls, 
armlets and a set of jewellery made up of a neckband and 
two earrings. This figure is smaller. His right elbow is cov­
ered slightly by the tassel of the figure in front of him. See 
above D-8. Sections of the slab are missing across the stone 
about two thirds of the way up from its base. Both beards 
are damaged. 

Middle band. Standard Inscription, originally in 18 lines. 
Large sections of the lines of this inscription are missing 
across the slab right to left as described above. The inscrip­
tion was originally complete to: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 
Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311-312; Reade, Iraq 27, 

p. 131; Mallowan, Nim. I, fig. 47 (a fragment from the upper part of the 

relief before restoration); Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, p. 7, fig. 3; Meuszyn­

ski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 33, pl. 5.2. 

D-5 (W 2.18 m;H ca. 2.30 m) PI. 4.1 

Restored in situ, the lower third of the relief on its original 
socle with fragments of a right foot of a figure on the left 
side of the slab. The head and hands from the same figure 
and a tray of offerings from the second figure that stood to 

his right (<-) are on another fragment. A third large frag­
ment has the head and Shoulder of that second figure (<-). 
About a third of the total relief is missing and that third has 
been restored in plaster. 

As restored, the figure on the left holds his hands before 
his face and is slightly bent in the position of doing obei­
sance. H e is dressed in the same garments as the left figures 
on D-6 and D-7, and those on D-8. The figure on the right 
is similarly dressed, but he carries a staff (the upper two-
thirds is missing, so w e do not know if it had a pommel) and 
a small tray or shallow bowl on which rests a set of jewel­
lery: two bracelets and two earrings. Their beards are as 
long as that of the figure on the left on D-7, and are shown 

with ranks of curls. 
Middle Band. Most of the SI is missing, but the frag­

ments on the right hand side of the relief preserve the end 
of 15 of the probable 18 lines of inscription, as would be ex-
pected. The inscription was originally a complete SI, end­
ing: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 
Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311-312; Mallowan, ILN 

5914, pp. 296ff.; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, p. 7, 

fig. 1; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 33, pl. 5.2 Shukri, Sumer 12, 

fig. 9. 

D-4 ( W 1.96 m; H ca. 2.30 m - includes the part that was 
inserted behind the Shoulder of the lion colossus to its left) 

PI. 4.1 

Restored in situ from three large fragments (Fig. 2). The 
slab broke essentially in half, but there are pieces missing: 
about 1 0 % of the right edge of the middle of the stone, in­
cluding a part of the garment of the right figure with the last 
third of each line of inscription; a piece of the left figure's 
garment at knee height; and a bit more of the inscription on 
the right side at the beginning of the last lines. The surface 
of the stone along the bottom of the largest fragment (from 
the upper right part of the relief) is also broken away. 

The figure on the left is an official, dressed in an ankle-
length and fringed tunic and a shawl that is draped around 
his waist and over his Shoulder. H e wears a counter-
weighted string of beads around his neck and a crescent-
shaped (metal?) piece of jewellery rests on his ehest above 
his wide belt. H e also wears armlets, bracelets and ear­
rings. H e folds his hands left into right: see the discussion 
below of the door figures in entrance c. H e faces left (<-). 

The second figure is also dressed in a long, fringed tunic 
and wide belt. His shawl is draped diagonally across his 
Shoulders and around his waist. The tie cord of his tunic is 
shown below the Strand of beads which hangs around his 
neck. H e also wears earrings, armlets and wristlets. H e also 
faces left (<-). H e holds his right arm downwards; the palm 
of his hand turns outwards toward the viewer. These are 
the hand positions of the herald who introduces the tribute 
bearers to the king. Neither officer wears a headband. 

In contrast to the men on slabs D-5 to D-9, these figures 

stand upright. 
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Middle band. The Standard Inscription was originally 18 

lines long, but almost a third of it, at the end of each lines, 

is missing. The inscription is broken off at: SU-ia sä K U R . 

K U R ( M E S ) Sä a-pe-[lu-si-na-ni...], which is close enough 

to the end of the SI to say that it was complete to: ina lib-bi 

ü-kin. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311-312; Shukri, Sumer 12, 

figs. 9, 10; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Mallowan, Nim. I, fig. 49 (the large 

section of the upper part of the relief before restoration); Meuszynski, Et­

Trav XI, p. 7, fig. 5; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 33, pl. 5.2. 

(B)D-d-2 (L 3.71 m; W 0.76 m; H^ 3.00 m; H2 3.25 m) 

PI. 1.1; 4.1 

Winged lion colossus with human upper torso and head 

(Fig. 2). The figure wears a füll Assyrian beard and long 

hair which falls neatly on its Shoulders, a two-horned hel-

met and tight-fitting skirt. Its wide belt disappears behind 

the wing feathers. In its left hand, it carries an animal offer-

ing and in its right hand a rosette branch which it holds 

down against its right leg. There are right-facing genies that 

hold animals and flowering branches in a similar fashions, 

supporting the animals under their chests. See the discus­

sion of balanced compositions below, s.v. (B)D-d-l. 

The head, face, hair, and helmet of this figure have se-

verely deteriorated since Layard's time, therefore our de-

scription must also depend upon his descriptions and draw­

ings. The animal's head was already unrecognizable in 

Layard's time so that, at one point in his deliberations, 

Layard thought it might have been covered with metal34. 

The human seems too small for the massive, powerful leo­

nine body to which it was grafted. This is especially the im­

pression from the side view. In the tradition of the door fig­

ures in the palace, this being has five legs. Also, it — like all 

lion colossi35 — is tethered. There is no indication of sex, 

which raises the question of whether or not this is a lion or 

lioness, despite the bearded countenance. Perhaps the ar-

tist meant to portray an hermaphroditic monster. 

The "Bull-Lion-Altar Inscription" is carved along the 

side of the figure, on all flat surfaces, between the legs and 

behind it, as follows: 

Behind the figure: The upper left corner of the slab is 

broken away. The text begins with four eroded 

signs at the end of two effaced and broken lines and 

then becomes readable with — (line 4) [...?] 

TUK-u mu-sak-nis la kan-su-te-sü [sä nap-har kis]-

sat Ü K U ( M E S ) i-pe-lu [NITA dan-nu] mu-kab-bi-is 

G Ü a-a-bi-sü da-a-is [kul-lat K ] U R ( M E S ) mu-pa-

ri-ru ki-is-ri.... the text is now readable to the end 

of this section, that is, to: mu-rib a-nun-te (line 19) 

Between the rear legs: M A N ta-na-da-a-te.. to . .ha-

si-su pe-et uz-ni ne-me-qi dE-a (line 23) 

Between the middle legs: M A N Z U . A B i-si-man-ni.. 

to .. am-hur-sü-nu a-na KUR-ia Assur (line 31) 

Between the forelegs: lu u-ba-si-na ina U R U Kal-hi.. to 

. . U R U Kal-hi u E . G A L ( M E S ) KUR-ia ina E e-sir 

lu-ü ad-di-sü-nu (line 34) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 75, 110, 311; Or. Dr. III, 

N.W. XXXIV; Shukri, Sumer 12, figs. 9-10; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; 

Meuszynski, EtTravXl, p. 10, fig. 5; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, 

p. 33, pl. 5.2. 

(B)D-d-4 (W 1.02 m; H 0.98 m) 

Slab carved only with a band of the Standard Inscription 

against which the right door leaf could be swung when the 

gates were opened. The slab is preserved to just below 

where the inscription should end. The description of what 

this slab was like is from Layard (Nin. I, p. 311). 

Pavements in the entranceway (L 3.21 m; W 2.02 m; L 

0.72 m; W 2.05 m ) 

There are two slabs in this entranceway; one very large 

one filling most of the area between the door lamassu, and 

a smaller one — like a threshold - against the larger, on the 

side of "court" D. The larger one is cracked in half. They 

are both so badly effaced that only a few signs survive. 

Laess0e once wrote that the inscription in this entrance was 

the SI. A few signs survive with what appears to be a metal-

lic inlay which has not been analyzed. A few other signs 

survive along the left side of the stone next to B(D)-d-l. 

The nature of the inscription cannot be confirmed. 

Bibliography: Laess0e, People of Ancient Assyria, p. 102; and Informa­

tion courtesy of John M. Russell. 

(B)D-d-3 (W 1.02 m; H 0.98 m) 

Slab carved only with a band of the Standard Inscription 

against which the left door leaf could be swung when the 

gates were opened. Like B(D)-d-4, the slab is preserved to 

just below where the inscription should end. The descrip­

tion is known, therefore, only from Layard's remarks (Nin. 

I, p. 311) 

(B)D-d-l (L 3.70 m; W 0.72 m; Hj 3.00 m; H2 3.25 m) 

Pls. 1.1; 4.1; 4.5 

The companion figure to B(D)-d-2 and like it in all details 

except that it is attached to the other side of the doorway so 

that the relief is on the front and right side of the stone. The 

animal is carried in its left arm and its right holds the ro­

sette flower branch down against its right front leg (Fig. 1). 

For balance, we might have expected the animal to be held 

in the right hand and the rosette in the left. Compare the 

discussion of B(E)-c-l and B(E)-c-2, below. This is an in­

teresting anomaly for which we have no explanation. 

There has been severe deterioration of the helmet, head, 

hair, beard and face of the figure. Actually, most of the 

head has broken away. The animal is not identifiable and 

has been nearly so since Layard's time. Drawings in Mon. I 

34 Layard, Nin. I. p. 110. 
35 This excludes, of course, the lions of the Ishtar Temple: Layard, 

Nin. Bab., pp. 358—9; Budge, pl. VI; Ameen Agha — al Iraqi, Nimrüd, 

fig. 8 (the companion to the lion in the British Museum). 



16 The Outer Fafade of the Throneroom 

and Or.Dr. III, N.W. III suggest a lamb though in his short 

appendix-descriptions, Layard identified it as either a stag 

or a ram (see above, p. 7). W e rely here on Layard's publi-

shed drawings to reconstruct the missing details. The in­

scription is carved along the side of the figure, between the 

legs and behind it, as follows: 

Between the front legs: (E). G A L .. to .. (eroded) 
1ÜSIPA tab-ra-te 

Between the middle legs: la a-di-ru GIS.LAL .. to .. 

a-di UT0Hi-ri-mu 

Between the rear legs: UIUHa-ru-tu .. to .. si-it dSam-si 

(line 21) 

Behind the figure: The top left corner of the slab is 

broken off. The text resumes with a few eroded 

signs: 

(Line 24) sä A[N-e ü Kl-tim ...] ü-d[u-ni-ma M A N -

ti...] ina K[A-sü-nu KU ü-sa-a ...] u hur-sä-ni 

d[an-nu-te ...] ü sä-pa-ri [...] ina qi-bit Assur E N 

GA[L-e ...] Ä G A SANGA-ft'-za a-n[a kmLab-na-

na] lu-ü a-lik ... 

The text then continues broken; only a few signs are 

missing at the end of each line on the slab, until the 

text becomes continuous again on (line 32) ü-sab-ri 

ina ti-ri-si SU-ia ü su-us-mur ... and ends: ina ®*pu-

as-hi a-duk (line 42). 

Comparing the other exemplars, there are minor vari-

ants: numbers vary, some of the M E S signs are excluded 

as well as some of the items innumerated in the lists of 

tribute and animals for the zoo and hunt. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 75, 110, 311; Layard, Mon. I, pl. 42, 

left; Or. Dr. III, N . W . III; Mallowan, ILN 5914, pp. 296f.; Shukri, 

Sumer 12, pls. 9, 10; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, 

p. 10, fig. 4. 

D-3 (W 1.97 m; H ca. 2.30 m - the width measurement in-

cludes the portion that was placed behind the Shoulder of 

B(D)-d-l) PI. 4.1 

Restored in situ from several large fragments into its origi­

nal base (Fig. 1). T w o royal (army) officials (<—) stand be­

fore the king (on D-2), hands folded, right into left. Both 

are dressed in long, belted tunics with fringed bottoms and 

a band of fringe on the Shoulders (a shawl?), and the con-

ventional sandals. Each figure wears one crescentic-shaped 

piece of jewellery which hangs on his ehest, counter-

weighted strings of beads, earrings, armlets and bracelets. 

The official on the left carries a sword; the one on the right, 

a staff. The headband of the left official is wider in front 

than in the back and is tied in a knot at the back of the 

head; the remainder of the material hangs down his back 

and ends in fringes. The official on the right has a different 

headband made of what might be a folded piece of cloth 

which looks like a cord holding a trangular piece of materi­

al in place. 

Middle band. The Standard Inscription is in 18 lines. 

Most of the missing pieces of the relief come from the 

break line which crosses the inscription. However, enough 

is preserved to show the number of lineations and that the 

inscription was complete to: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 75, 311-312; Shukri, Sumer 12, figs. 

7-10; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Reade, Iraq 34, pp. 87ff.; Mallowan, Nim. 

I, figs. 45, 46; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, p. 7, fig. 4; Meuszynski, Reliefdar-
stellungen I, p. 33, pl. 5.1. 

D-2 (W 2.19 m;H 2.30 m) PI. 4.1 

In situ, completely preserved socle. 

The upper part of the relief was described by Layard and 

identified as Paris 7 ( A O 19851: A-VI-b-i/A-I-e-i) by 

Reade. There are two figures on the Paris piece, which 

comprises the upper two-thirds of the stone (the lower third 

of the relief, above the socle, is missing): an arms bearer on 

the left and the king on the right (—>). The arms bearer 

wears a long tunic fringed at the bottom, and a shawl 

draped across his middle and over his left Shoulder. H e has 

armlets, bracelets, earrings, and a beaded necklace with 

counterweight. His hair is held with a band tied behind the 

nape of his neck. H e holds a bow on his Shoulder in his left 

hand. It, and its quiver, are strung over his left Shoulder. 

H e also carries a sword. In his raised right arm is a flywhisk 

which he holds just behind the king's head. The king is 

dressed in a long tunic, fringed at the bottom, and a wide 

robe or shawl draped over his lower body, its corner 

thrown over his left Shoulder. H e also wears the royal po-

los, tied with a head band, the end of which hangs down his 

back. H e has armlets, earrings, bracelets, a counter-

weighted necklace of beads, two knives in his belt and a 

sword on his left side. H e sets his bow in a "parade rest" 

Position with his left hand, and two arrows are held aloft in 

his right hand as a sign or gesture of triumph reserved for 

the end of a battle at the presentation of prisoners, booty or 

tribute. This is the way he holds his arrows in the war reliefs 

of the throneroom (B-18, B-7 - where the bow is not at pa­

rade rest: there is perhaps no cease fire yet?). For the bow 

held at "parade rest", see the reliefs in rooms G and H36. 

Paris: W 2.15 m; H 1.63 m 

Middle band. The inscription is completely preserved, an 

18-line SI ending: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 117-118, 311; Pottier, Catalogue, 

pp. 58ff., pl. V; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, p. 7; 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 33, pl. 5.1. Gadd, pp. 200f. and 

Stearns, AfO-Beih. 15, pp. 72f. identified this relief with B-14, which is 

still at Nimrüd and depicts an armsbearer and the king holding his staff of 

rulership37. 

D-l (W 2.44 m; H 4.50 m) PI. 4.5 

A nearly complete restoration in situ of a gigantic 4-winged 

genie (<-), carrying a bücket and cone. H e wears a 

3-horned helmet with an open, flower-shaped spike on top. 

This spike is found on helmets of genies in room B. See E-5 

36 Meuszyfiski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pls. 1.3,2.3, 8ff. 
37 Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pl. 2.1. 
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below, which has been restored, based upon this figure. 

Except for size, the genie resembles others in the palace. 

He also wears armlets, bracelets, earrings, a counter-

weighted, beaded necklace, knives and a whetstone. There 

seems to have been some confusion about the height of this 

figure in Layard's various descriptions of courtyard D. 

Middle band. A few signs from the first line of the inscrip­

tion are broken away, but the rest is complete in 19 + 1 

lines to: ina lib-bi ü-kin. The inscription's band is carved 

from mid-thigh to mid-calf. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 125-6, 311, 385-6; Shukri, Sumer 12, 

figs. 7-10; Meuszynski, EtTrav VI, p. 28, fig. 1; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, 

p. 7; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 32-33, pl. 5.1. 

ED-10 (L 4.94 m; W 0.80 m; Hj 4.50 m; H2 4.80 m) 

PI. 3.2; 4.1; 4.5 

Restored in situ. About two-thirds of the figure survives: 

most of the wings, head and front of the figure (Fig. 7). 

The rear legs (except for one fragment of the tail and hock) 

and the lower half of the left front leg as seen from the side 

view, the back, and most of the belly are missing. This 

winged colossus is special. It has human, bull, bird and fish 

attributes. The three-horned helmet has been described as 

a "fish-hood". The beast's ears are fish fins, and its belly is 

carved with the profile of a fish body. Mallowan, after 

Layard, drew attention, again, to the parallel of human fig­

ures wearing "fish cloaks" in the Nunurta Temple at Nim­

rüd. 

The figure is one of the largest bull lamassu on the 

mound, appropriate to the central doorway motif to which 

it belongs. See the discussion which follows. The bull can 

be reconstructed completely because of the restored exam-

ple, ED-1; see below. 

Most of the "Bull-Lion-Altar" Inscription is missing. 

There does not seem to have been any inscription carved 

behind the figure on the stone slab. What remains is be­

tween the front legs, as follows: 

(line 32) SU-Ja ü su-us-mur SÄ-Ja .. to .. ana ma-'-dis ü-

sa-li-di (line 35) 

Then the first signs of the next lines are either eroded 

away or broken off. Then there is a triangulär piece missing 

which results in the following: 

X. UR mi-in-di-na-äs TI.LA(MES) ina SU (MES) 

X+l. ü-sab-bi-ta su-gul-lat G U 4 AM(MES) 

X+2. [AM.SI(MES)Z UR.MAH] (MES) GÄ.NU 
M U S E N (MES) pa-ge-e pa-ga-a-t[e] 

X+3. [ANSE.EDI]N.NA(MES) MAS.DÄ(MES) 
D Ä R A . MAS(MES) a-sa-[a-te(MES)] 

X+4. [ni-im-ri(MES) se-en-ku]r-ri(MES) 

tu-s[e-ni(MES) ü-ma-]am 

X+5. [EDIN KUR-e DXJ-sü-nu ina URU-w ainKal-hi lu-ü 

ak-sur] ÜKU(MES) 

X+6. [KUR-ia D\J-sü-nu ü-sab-ri NUN-« E G I R - M in]a 

MAN(MES)-m 

X+7. [DUMU(MES)-*'a Sa Assur i-na-bu-su lu-ü] 

ÜKU(MES) EGIR(MES) 
X+8. [lu-ü L Ü um-ma-an M A N lu-ü L Ü GAL-ü] lu-ü 

LÜ sä-SAG 

X+9. [la ta-ta-pil ina pa-an As]sur ZI si-i TI dNIN.URTA 

X+10. [ü dIGI.DU sä SANGA-t]i AGA-mu M A S 

ANSE.EDIN 

X+ll. [ü-sat-li-m]u-ni e-pes ba-'-ri iq-bu-ni 

X+12. [30 AM.SI(MES)] ina sub-ti a-duk (line 41). 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. II, pp. 88, 92; Ainachi, Sumer 12, fig. 7, 9; 

Shukri, Sumer, 12, fig. 1, 7, 8, 13; Laess0e, People of Ancient Assyria, 

fig. 5; Crawford-Harper-Pittman, fig. 6; Mallowan, Nim. I, pp. 103-104; 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pl. 5.1. 

Since there were virtually no remains in situ in the 19.90 m. 

long space between the bull colossi ED-1 and ED-10, the 

following reconstruction remains speculative. 

There must have been a doorway here, an educated 

guess originating with Layard and to which most scholars 

agreed, especially once it was known that the British and 

Iraqi expeditions had discovered a threshold, door post 

seats from a double-leaved door and a paw from a colossal 

stone lion in the debris (Fig. 11), while Clearing room B 

(the throneroom) and "courts" D and E38. The discoveries 

were made in an area so poorly preserved that Layard had 

not been able to follow the remains properly. The lion's 

paw was so large (ca. 0.15x0.35x0.35 m), that it had to 

have come from a figure at least as large as ED-1 and 

ED-1039 

In sum, there was the following evidence for a recon­

struction of this fafade: 

1. The space between the back of ED-1 (<—) and the 

back of ED-10 (—>) was large enough for a grand, central 

gate design (ca. 19.90 mx7.50 m or 150 Square meters). 

2. The thresholds and seats of the gate were extant. 

3. There was a lion paw from a gigantic gate figure, 

which meant that at least two such figures once existed as 

part of the central fafade's decoration. Lamassu-ügur&s 

generally come in pairs, and certainly in the palace. 

With Layard's idea that this fafade had three entrances 

confirmed, it is now possible to develop his observations 

further, including the use of his Khorsabad and Nineveh 

parallels more specifically. 

The reliefs in positions E-4 and E-5, and D-l and D-2, 

which lined the corners of the western alcove of court E 

and the eastern alcove of court D, respectively, were not 

erected at 90° angles to one another or to the line of the 

north wall of room B. The north wall of room B runs in an 

east-west direction. The buttresses which flanked the cen­

tral doorway were rhomboid in layout. This was a powerful 

structural concept; the result was massively protective in a 

38 The first generally known plan was Reade's (Iraq, 27, pl. XXXII); 

Sobolewski, Palast u. Hütte, pp. 241-3, figs. 3-5; Sobolewski, ZA 71/11, 

p. 253, esp. note 10. 
39 Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131. 



18 The Outer Fafade of the Throneroom 

physical sense. The brickwork had to have been carefully 

conceived and considered. Practically speaking, the mass of 

bricks of the walls and the buttresses that made up this fa­

fade were needed to support high walls, an imposing arch 

and probably a second floor or roof promenade40. 

A rhomboidal layout of the buttresses also meant that 

some interesting results (or Solutions) were devised by the 

artists who were planning the decorations for the fafade. 

Suspending discussion of the reconstruction of the central 

doorway for a moment, if one Stands back from the fafade 

and views the extant doorways c and d and their "courts" E 

and D, respectively, one immediately notices that all the 

reliefs are not visible. It seems as if the figures on the reliefs 

are emerging from hidden doorways and halls: the left fig­

ure on slab D-2 is partly hidden by the bull ED-10, the tri­

bute bearer on the right of slab E-4 is partly hidden by the 

bull ED-1, and the tribute bearer on the left of E-l is partly 

hidden by the northern wall and corner of alcove E A . Pub-

lished photographs of the fafade support this, as do our 

drawings. The artists and architects that worked together to 

conceive the fafade's arrangement (of course, with royal 

approval) were successful not only in portraying the rele­

vant motifs but also in manipulating them in such a way 

that the scenes and the architecture work together in a Sin­

gle grand design: solid power and the associated relevant 

human activity41. 

The next step in our hypothetical reconstruction is to deter-

mine just how the decorations of the central part of the fa­

fade — which we now knew existed — fit, and to recon-

struct from parallels what was missing42: that is, to divide 

up the space among the two postulated lion-colossi, the 

door thresholds, the doorpost seats, the mudbrick walls 

and the buttresses, before proceeding with further hypo-

theses. 

The thicknesses of the walls were known from the exist-

ing remains, especially because the positions of the in situ 

slabs and lamassu of "courtyards" D and E were evident in 

the excavation. The lengths of the wall and the buttress Seg­

ments between door c and the new door ("e") and that new 

door and door d were computed by first positioning the 

doorpost seats and thresholds along the southern face of 

the northern wall line of room B43. A n assumption was 

made that the center of the new door e was equidistant 

from doors c and d, respectively - that is approximately at 

the 9.96 m point. Then a measurement was taken across 

the seats and the threshold from the inner edge of the door­

post hole of each seat. This determined both the width of 

the doorway - in any other configuration, the door leaves 

would not fit the space properly - and the positions of the 

inner side of the slabs (the lamassu) that must have lined 

the entranceway facing the new "court" E D . The measure­

ment was 3.40 m (Plan 4). 

Estimates were also made - as has been noted above -

about the sizes of the lion-colossi, that they were at least 

the same size as the bull-colossi (L —4.94; W —0.85; Hj 

-4.50; H 2 -4.80). (Drawings in this volume were made 

based upon the iconography and proportions of human-

headed lion-colossi elsewhere in the palace, eg. B-a-1 and 

B-a-2, but at the scale size of the bull-colossi ED-1 and 

ED-10). However, before positioning these lion-colossi, 

other points had to be considered: the amount of space, if 

any, between each bull-and lion-colossus — which we as-

sumed would be Standing back to back against the mud­

brick buttresses — and what was in the space between each 

lion and bull. Subtracting the lengths of the lion-colossi and 

the width of the doorway on the court side from the total 

linear distance available (4.94 mx2+5.80 m ) , left 4.24 m. 

This was enough for two colossal genies (ED-2 and ED-9) 

estimated to be approximately the same size as either E-5 

or D-l, which could be positioned between each lion and 

bull and the widths of two colossal lamassu (ED-e-1 and 

ED-e-2) that would have lined the new doorway e. Offering 

bearer-type genies (A-III-types) were chosen for the for­

mer positions. This type is often associated with doorways 

in the Northwest Palace and similar figures continue this 

tradition at Khorsabad and Nineveh43. 

Some assumptions were made: 

1. that the central doorway was approximately in the 

center of the fafade; 

2. that the colossal lamassu that lined the entranceway of 

the central doorway would have been larger (taller, 

broader and longer) than any other lamassu in the fafade. 

Even in this assumption we had the support of comparisons 

with Khorsabad and Nineveh45; 

3. that, based upon the principal of the alternating lion-

and bull-colossi around other rooms and courtyards in the 

palace (eg. courtyard Y ) , the lajnassu in the entranceway 

(ED-e-1 and ED-e-2) would have been bull-colossi; see 

room B, doors a and c (From the perspective of room B, 

this principal does not seem to work. However, the lions in 

entranceway d are different and do face court D.); 

40 Sobolewski, ZA 71/11, pp. 253-4; see below, notes 49, 53. 
41 With the inscriptions even more so: see Porada, Late Assyrian Re­

liefs, p. 240. The realization of the importance of the fafade as part of the 

"Great Northern Courtyard" originates with Mallowan, and has been re­

peated by Oppenheim (Ancient Mesopotamia, p. 328), Reade (Loc. cit.) 

and Winter (Loc. cit.). 
42 Winter's terminology "the incorporation of conventional units into 

extended sequences" which describes a process of combining "stock 

images" into narrative sequence ("Royal Rhetoric", p. 11 and p. 33, note 

5) has its parallel in the symbolic sequences of repetitive figures which can 

be described as "modular". This is why this restoration can be attempted. 
43 Such as they were at Khorsabad: Loud, Khorsabad I, figs. 71, 82. 

See also the discussion in W . Andrae, Das Gotteshaus, p. 32 and fig. 25, 

an illustrative isometric drawing. 
44 Nimrüd: Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pl. 1.1 (B-26a and 

B-26), pl. 3.2 (B-30 and B-29). Nineveh: Southwest palace, R o o m I fa­

fade = Or.Dr. I, 33 in Russell, Bulls for the Palace, fig. 3. Khorsabad: Al­

benda, Palace of Sargon, pls. 15-17, 40, 63 (z facing away from the door­

way) and passim without animal offering but carrying a floral branch. Cf. 

Russell, BASOR 276, p. 90, note s.v. p. 101 (rev. of Albenda, The Palace 

of Sargon). 
45 Khorsabad: Loud, Khorsabad I, fig- 45 (Court VII: a reconstruc­

tion); Albenda, Palace of Sargon, pl. 16 (a reconstruction). 
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4. The bulls in the new entrance e were so long that there 

was no room for piain, inscribed slabs behind them on the 

room-B side such as there were behind B(E)-c-3 and -4 and 

B(D)-d-3 and -4. This also meant that the positions of the 

seats and thresholds could really be inside the line of the 

north wall of room B as was suggested above46. 

If the widths of the slabs with the A-III genies (ED-2 and 

ED-9) were adjusted downward, these computations 

worked well with the assumptions. Therefore, the sizes of 

the genies were estimated at 2.12 m. The computations 

2.12mx2 = 4.24m equalled the space available. It must be 

emphasized here that all the sizes were estimated, but the 

general scheme seemed logical. 

The next problem in the reconstruction was the nature 

and arrangement of the alcoves which flanked the bulls of 

the central doorway in the new "court" E D — to continue 

in the style of Layard's nomenclature. As noted above, the 

layout of the buttresses was rhomboidal: that conclusion 

was based upon the positions of the socles of slabs E-4 and 

E-5; D-l and D-2, and the oblique angle established for 

slabs ED-4 and ED-7 against slabs ED-5 and ED-6, respec­

tively. The motif adopted for these two reliefs duplicates 

that of E-5 and D-l — that is, 4 winged genies with bücket 

and cone47. 

This left the space between the right edge of ED-4 and 

the bull-colossus ED-e-1 and the equivalent space between 

the left edge of ED-5 and the bull-colossus ED-e-2. Three 

Solutions to the decoration of these two slabs were possible: 

1. Inscribed slabs with non-figural decoration; 

2. Slabs with two genies (human-headed of two varieties, 

or one human-headed and one bird-headed) placed one 

above the other in a two-registered relief with either a cor-

nice decoration or an inscriptional band separating the up­

per figure from the lower. There are parallels for this type 

of composition in the Northwest Palace as well as at Khor­

sabad48 

3. Slabs with three registers of genies (mixed human-

headed types or with human- and eagle-headed types), 

probably with a cornice decoration between the registers 

(presented on PI. 4.3 in our reconstruction). There would 

be no room for an inscription. For this Suggestion there are 

the closeby examples from the entrance to the Ninurta 

Temple at Nimrüd, as well as at Khorsabad and Nineveh49. 

The decorated (or undecorated) slabs would have been 

arranged symmeterically on the two sides of the entrance­

way on the fafade of the alcove. 

One of the figured-relief Solutions is preferred, if only 

because of the fact that this is the main door of the throne­

room, the most important Single "show" door known in the 

whole palace complex. Also, genies mean that more pro­

tection is afforded to the doorway and more figures mean 

that attention is drawn to the entrance as being more im­

portant than the others were1". 

It is also important to remember that people looking in 

the direction of this entrance from the "Great Northern 

Courtyard" would presumably also be able to see slab 

B-13, which stood opposite the entrance on the south wall 

of the throneroom. B-13 is a slab that duplicates the motif 

of part of slab B-23, the relief that stood behind the throne 

of the king. The figures on both B-13 and B-23 are carved 

in a pseudo-niche, that is, within a framed border which 

was probably finished in an arch in the brick and plaster 

work above the slabs51. The motif is the well-known scene 

of kings! and genies! symmetrically arranged on both sides 

of the "sacred tree". Therefore to look through this door­

way, gave a view of "kingship" equivalent to that in the 

Company of the enthroned king52. This Observation Sup­

ports a conclusion that compositions were well-placed eve-

rywhere in the palace, even uniting one architectural space 

with another (room and courtyard, room and room), to ar-

rive at a total effect. This arrangement emphasized a parti-

cular role in which the king wanted to be portrayed, not 

only in the throneroom but also in the courtyard: the royal 

figure as priestly devotee and protector of the realm. 

The suggested height of the central bull-/ama5SK (—4.75 m ) 

requires a relief next to it that would reach at least as high 

as the top of the second hörn of their helmets. The three-

figured relief idea could accomplish this easily, but a two-

figured relief is also possible as follows: 

T w o genies formerly in Bryn Athyn and now in the 

Shelby White-Leon Levy collection, may belong to such a 

composition53 There are several characteristics which 

make them attractive candidates for the reconstructed 

doorway fafade. 

46 See n. 43. 
47 For a parallel at Khorsabad, see Loud, Loc. cit. (above n. 45). 
48 Nimrüd: Paley-Sobolewski, Relief-Representations II, pl. 3. 11, 12 

(S-26 and S-27). Khorsabad: Albenda, Palace of Sargon, pl. 36, porte p 

and porte Q. 
49 Ninurta Temple: Layard, Nin. Bab., pp. 348—9 (with illustration). 

Khorsabad: Albenda, Palace of Sargon, pl. 56 (Facade m ) . Nineveh: Rus­
sell, Bulls for the Palace, fig. 4 (court VI). 

50 W e thank Professor Edith Porada for this Observation. 
51 Sobolewski, ZA 71/11, pp. 253-4, with reference to the painting from 

room 12 (the throneroom) in Residence (palace) K at Khorsabad: Loud-

Altman, Khorsabad II, pp. 83ff.; pl. 88; also pl. 44 (Nabu Temple) and 

pl. 85 (court I and court II). Note that the restorations are based upon a 

perceived notion of the height and shape of the arch. The shape of the 8th 

ce. B.C. arch can only be restored from the 19th Century discovery rec-

orded by Place: Sobolewski, "Palast u. Hütte", p. 244 (fig. 6). For the 

shape of the 9th Century arch see, perhaps, the restored brick decoration 

from Fort Shalmaneser: Reade, Iraq 25, pp. 38ff., pl. IX, and Mallowan, 

Nim. II, pp. 452—455, fig. 373 and the discussion below. The elevation of 

a restored west gate in Fort Shalmaneser (Mallowan, Nim. II, fig. 375) re-

sembles the Khorsabad examples. 
52 Winter has noted that the reliefs on B-13 and B-23 were carved 

about one-third of the way up the slab "in their own unique disposition of 

space, visually apart from the others" ("Royal Rhetoric", p. 10). There is 

a practical reason, as well as a "rhetoric"-communicative-symbolic and 

aesthetic reasons, for this. The figural decoration of B-23 was the back-

drop behind the royal throne raised on a base above floor level; that on 

B-13 was more visible at a distance, as an identifiable unit through the 

central doorway, than it would have been had it been carved at the level of 

the other reliefs. 
53 von Bothmer, Glories of the Past, pp. 36—7, items 23 (article by 

Erika Bleibtreu). 
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1. There is no inscription carved on either of them. This 

is also true of some of the many smaller reliefs from slabs in 

two registers from other rooms in the Northwest palace and 

from the door of the Ninurta Temple. 

2. The genies carry a bücket with a special decoration. 

Such genies are often placed next to doorways. 

3. It is not certain that they were part of a Single compo­

sition with a sacred tree between them. The reliefs have 

been trimmed, cutting off the wings and helmet of one, the 

wings of the other, and the socles of both. The right-facing 

genie's slab should have had at least the top of a tree frond 

on the right edge of the slab. 

4. The reliefs are presently 0.65 m wide. Restoring the 

wings and adding to the stone in front of both figures so 

that the slabs could fit behind the Shoulder of the door-/a-

massu, could increase the width of each to over 1.00 m, 

nearly what is needed in the Spaces ED-5 and ED-6. 

5. The heights of the slabs are 1.55 m and 1.62 m respec­

tively. Double those heights for other human or eagle-

headed genies, add a füll socle and an inscriptional band 

between the upper and lower figure on each slab, that is ca. 

1.00 m , and the slabs would be nearly the height needed for 

the Spaces under discussion. 

N o mention has yet been made about the arches that 

sprang from above the reliefs E-2 and E-3 over door c, 

above ED-5 and ED-6 over door e, and above D-3 and D-4 

over door d. That there were arches is evident from the 

painted brick fragments found by the excavators in the deb­

ris in the doorways. The Iraqis have attempted a resto-

ration of an arch in door / of courtyard Y which leads into 

room F (see below). This seems actually to have been an 

ad-hoc restoration made with various painted and glazed 

brick fragments, created as much for the purpose of giving 

an idea of another archway in the palace as for protecting 

the poorly preserved bull-colossi found in the doorway. 

The angle of the arch may be inappropriate; the arch 

should have had another rank of bricks supported by the 

tops of the lamassu-slabs. This seems to have been imposs-

ible given the weakness of the colossi54. Ninth Century B C 

Assyrian arches should be more straight-sided and taller 

appropriate for the narrow doorways55. From the little 

evidence we have, the arch restored in door/, courtyard Y, 

may be more Sargonid in style56. But this is unsure: Sargon 

did restore the Northwest Palace and may have altered the 

brickwork, the evidence for which may have given further 

reason for the present reconstruction. Arch restoration in 

entranceways c and d of the throneroom fafade have also 

been made as part of the efforts to protect the sculptures 

from the environment, but these arches are pure fabri-

cation. 

What is interesting and important for the reconstruction 

under discussion here is the way these arches were built. 

They were with bricks supported from both ends - both by 

the mass of bricks of the adjacent wall and the tops of the 

entranceway slabs. Also, if the arches were straighter and 

higher, as we suggest ninth Century B C arches should be, 

the top of the arch could have been two or more times as 

high as the height of the lamassu in the doorways. In the 

case of doors c and d, this could be over 6.2 m; in the case 

of door e, 9.5 m! In fact, a restoration of the fafade of the 

throneroom of the Northwest Palace might approach the 

scope of the restoration envisioned by V. Place for the Sin 

Temple at Khorsabad57 or Loud and Altman for the Nabu 

Temple at the same site58. 

This hypothetical discussion concludes with the continu-

ation of the catalogue, as follows: 

ED-9 (W -2.12 m; H -4.50 m) PI. 3.2; 4.1 

4-winged, human-headed genie wearing diadem or "gar-

land" (<—). The figure holds an animal in its left hand and a 

flowering plant in its lowered right hand. This is a variant 

combining genies holding plants in downward positions and 

those holding them aloft and carrying animals. The down­

ward position of the hand was decided on because it was 

feit that, with a 4-winged composition (a continuation of 

the idea that all the genies associated with this portal and 

the adjacent fafades should have four wings as do E-5 and 

D-l), the plant would have had to be cut totally over an up-

raised wing (a confusing image) and the composition would 

have been totally unbalanced. The parallels depicting ge­

nies holding plants and animals are all 2-winged. 

Bibliography: Genies with plants only (rooms S and Z) — Paley-Sobo­

lewski, Relief Representations II, pls. 3.11,13,14 (cf. 16); 4.22.20. Genies 

holding plant and animal (Rooms B and S) — Meuszyfiski, Reliefdarstel­

lungen I, pls. 3.2;4.21. 

ED-8 (L -4.94 m; W -0.85 m; Hx -4.50 m; H2 -4.80 m) 

PI. 3.2; 4.1; 4.4 

Gigantic lion-colossus (<—). Prototype from room B, door a 

and courtyard Y, door b (room G ) . With three-horned hel­

met. 

Bibliography: see below, the room B and courtyard Y discussions. 

ED-7 (W 2.40 m; H 4.50 m) PI. 4.4 

4-winged genie. Prototype, E-5 and D-l. (->). 

Bibliography: See E-5 and D-l, s.v. 

ED-6 (W -1.40 m; H -4.75 m) PI. 4.3 

Two- or three-registered relief with small genies (•<-) and 

perhaps a Standard Inscription. Prototypes: Ninurta Tem­

ple fafade, Khorsabad and Nineveh. 

Bibliography: See the discussion above, p. 19, n. 53. 

54 Sobolewski, Palast u. Hütte, fig. 10 (Nimrüd). 
55 There remarks are based upon comparisons of the arches noted 

above, note 51, and below, note 56. 
56 Sobolewski, Palast u. Hütte, fig. 6 (Khorsabad, entrance 3 - an 

A.D. 19th Century photograph from Pillet, Un pionnier d'assyriologie, 

Victor Place, p. VII; Loud, Khorsabad I, figs. 3-5). 
57 Loud, Khorsabad I, fig. 99. 
58 Loud and Altman, Khorsabad II, fig- 44. 
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ED-e-2 (L -5.20 m; W -0.80 m; Hj -4.75 m; H 2 

~5-00 m) PI. 2.1; 4.1; 4.3; 4.4 

One of the pair of the largest bull-colossi in the palace (-»). 

Prototype: room B, door b; courtyard Y, doors/(room F) 
and e (room S). 

Bibliography: See the discussion of room B and courtyard Y below, 
pp. 26ff. and 32 ff. 

Pavement slab(s) between the colossi (W -3.40 m; L 
-5.20 m) 

No evidence has survived of the stone(s) themselves. See 

below, s.v. Doorseats and threshold. 

Doorseats and threshold (Right doorseat: W —1.17 m; L 

-1.79 m; Threshold: W -0.88 m; L -2.56 m; Left door­

seat: W -1.17 m; L -1.79 m) Plans 1; 4. 

Fragments of the entire set survive: the complete left door­

seat with raised ledge around the hole where the doorpost fit 

and a notched right upper corner to fit around the lower left 

corner of a pavement slab; two-thirds of the threshold from 

the left side, but preserving the hole for the vertical bar of the 

armature of the closing mechanism (The front, lower edge of 

the threshold has a stepped edge.); and, a fragment of the 

lower left part of the right door seat including the corner and 

part of the raised margin around the doorpost hole. 

The extant fragments were all inscribed, but much of the 

inscription on each piece was effaced because of erosion 

and weathering. The inscriptions read from the room B 

side of the doorway, that is, if one stood in the doorway 

facing room B, the cuneiform signs would be upside down. 

In the case of the doorpost seats, the inscriptions read 

across the holes, but no signs are missing. (See the inscrip­

tions that pass over the holes for horizontal armature bars 

cut into Standing slabs in entranceways; for example, Room 

S, door a.) The left doorpost seat preserves portions of the 

first lines of an abbreviated Standard Inscription, expanded 

titulary or other display text. The threshold seems to con-

tinue with a fragment of an historical text, from annalistic 

paragraphs which may accompany the Standard titulary 

perhaps from the 5th Campaign (Year 4). The right seat is 

too effaced to read. W e have no information whether or 

not the reverses of these stones were also inscribed as were 

the ones attributed to door e, courtyard W T . 

The inscriptions read (facing the entrance from room B): 

Left seat: 

1. E. GAL Assur-Y AV.A {} SANGA Assur [..] 
2. u MAS na-ra-am {} [..] 
3. ka-su-us DINGIR(MES) {} GAL(MES) M A N 

4. MAN SU MAN kmAssur A TUKUL.MAS {} 
M A N GAL-[..] 

5. M A N SU M A N kmAssur A 10-ERIN.DAH {} 
M A N SU M A N [..] 

6. [..] sä ina GIS TUKUL-ri Assur {} EN-sü DU. 

[DU-A:w-ma] 

7. [..] sä kib-rat {} LIMMU-ta [..] 

8. la-a TUK-u 1ÜSIPA tab-ra-a- {} [..] 

9. e-du-ü gap-sü sä ma-hi-ra [..]-« M A N mu-[..] 

10. [. \-har kis-sat ÜKU(MES) i-[..] 

11. da-a-is kul-lat KUR(MES) mu-pa-[..] 

12. DINGIR(MES) GAL(MES) EN(MES)-&i 
DU.DU-[..] 

13. KUR-ud hur-sä-ni DlJ-sü-nu i-[..] 

14. [..] (There is room for about 18 signs on this line 

which would end: U G U DVS-si-na KUR. KUR­

SES). 
Threshold: 

1. [..] TUKUL(MES) [[[ ]]] [..] sü ...sä DV-sü-nu 

ina maH [..] 

2. [. .]-i ana kmZa-mu-a [[[ ]]] sä ur? ni? 

3. x-x-na-a-a x-x-ti x-a-a 

4. [..] za?-na-a-a aml-hurl 

5. Remainder completely effaced. 

Right seat: Surface completely effaced. 

Bibliography: Sobolewski, Palast u. Hütte, figs. 3—5. The inscription is 

partly reconstructed from photographs, and notes made by J. Meuszynski 

at Nimrüd, and read with the help of John M . Russell. 

(B)E-e-l (L -5.20 m; W -0.80 m; Ht -4.75 m; H 2 

-5.00 m) PI. 2.1; 4.1; 4.3 

The companion, gigantic bull colossus (—»). See above, 

ED-e-2. 

Bibliography: See the discussion above and ED-e-2. 

ED-5 (W -1.30 m; H -4.75 m) PI. 4.3 

Two- or three-registered relief with small genies (—») and 

perhaps a Standard Inscription. 

Bibliography: See the discussion of ED-6 and the reconstruction discussed 

above, pp. 17ff. and 20f. 

ED-4 (W -2.40 m; H -4.50 m) 

4-winged genie. Prototype: E-5 and D-l. (<—). 

Bibliography: See the discussion of ED-7, E-5 and D-l, s.v. and the re­

construction discussed above, pp. 17ff. and 20f. 

ED-3 (L -4.94 m; W -0.85 m; Hj -4.50 m; H2 -4.80 m) 

PI. 3.1; 4.1 

Gigantic lion-colossus (—>). Prototype from room B, door a 

and courtyard Y, door b (room G). The figure had a three-

horned helmet. See above, ED-8. 

Bibliography: See below, room B and courtyard Y discussions. 

ED-2 (W-2.12 m; H-4.50 m) PI. 3.1; 4.1 

4-winged, human-headed genie wearing a diadem or "gar-

land" (—»). For the type, see the reconstruction discussed 

above, s.v. ED-9. 

Bibliography: See above ED-9. 
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The description and discussion continue now with in situ re­

liefs. 

ED-1 (L 4.94 m; W 0.85 m; H: 4.50 m; H2 4.80 m) 

PI. 3.1; 4.1; 4.2 

Restored in situ (Fig. 6.5). A complete figure of a winged 

bull-colossus of a special type (see above ED-10) with four 

attributes: human, bird, bull and fish. Its three-horned hel­

met has a "fish hood", its ears are fish-fin shaped, and its 

belly is carved with a decoration which depicts the finned 

and scaled body of a fish59. For the parallel of the human 

figures dressed in "fish cloaks", see above, n. 42. 

The inscription is carved as follows along the side of the fig­

ure": 

Between the front legs: E . G A L .. to .. mu-sak-nis la 

kan-su-te-sü (line 4) 

Between the middle legs: sä nap-har kis-sat.. to .. ina 

K U R . K U R ( M E S ) sä a-pe-lu-si-na-ni (line 16) 

Between the rear legs: L Ü GAR-nu-te-ia (badly 

eroded) .. to .. a-na kmLab-na-na lu-ü a-lik. (line 26) 

There does not seem to have been a continuation of the 

inscription behind the figure, but it is possible that it has 

eroded away. More of the inscription is preserved on 

ED-10, suggesting that there is room for more inscription 

on this stone. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, p. 124; Mallowan, Nim. fig. 50; Weidner, 

AfO 15, pp. 143-4, fig. 4; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131; Ainachi, Sumer 12, 

figs. 4, 5,7, 9, pp. 127ff.; Shukri, Sumer 12, figs. 2, 3, 6; Meuszynski, Re­

liefdarstellungen I, pl. 6.2; Ameen Agha - al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 9; 

Amiet, Near East, fig. 912; Orthmann, Der Alte Orient, fig. 175 (p. 297); 
Madhloom, Chronology, pl. LXXI,1 (drawing). 

So-called Court E 

E-5 (W 2.30 m; H 1.98 m - preserved; H 4.50 m - recon­

structed) PI. 4.2 

A-II-a-i-35. The lower half of a colossal 4-winged genie car­

rying a bücket and a cone, facing right (-») (Fig. 5). The 

restoration of the figure is based upon the nearly complete 

restoration of the relief in position D-l; see above, s.v. The 

helmet had an open, flower-shaped spike on the top. This 

spike is found on helmets of the genies in room B, including 

those adjacent to the other side of this doorway60. Except 

for the size, the genie is conventional in all other ways. 

Middle band. The Standard Inscription runs across the 

lower part of the figure, over wings and garment, and is 

carved in 22 + 1 lines, ending: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 134-5, 385; Gadd, p. 199; Weidner, 

AfO 15, p. 143, fig. 4; Ravn, AfO 16, p. 235 (note 7); Stearns, AfO-Beih. 

15, p. 74; Mallowan, ILN 5806, pp. 180ff., fig. 1; Shukri, Sumer 12, 

fig. 3; Ainachi, Sumer 12, fig. 4; Reade, Iraq, 27, p. 131; Meuszynski, 

EtTrav VI, p. 30, figs. 2a and 2b; Meuszynski, EtTrav IX, p. 10; Meu­
szynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 32,34. 

E-4 ( W 1.96 m; H 0.63 m - in situ) PI. 4.1 

In situ is the lower third of a relief depicting two tributaries 

facing left (<—). The left figure wears boots with turned-up 

toes and stepped decorations on the heels. The one on the 

right wears conventional sandals (Figs. 4.5). 

The upper part of the relief is preserved on a large frag­

ment in the Iraq Museum, Baghdad (IM 28143), that is 

about one-half of the total width of the slab, if one includes 

the part that was covered by the edge of the slab with which 

it made the corner; see above E-5. The present drawing, 

based upon Layard's, has been checked with what is pre­

served. 

Both figures are dressed in the same heavy robes, head-

bands, bracelets and counterweighted, beaded necklaces 

that their companions on adjacent slabs wear. O n this slab, 

the left figure raises his closed hands in a sign of obeisance. 

The figure on the right carries a bücket in his lowered, right 

hand and a tray filled with either enlarged earrings or neck­

laces. These are essentially the same figures, except for the 

offerings carried by the one on the right, that are shown on 

E-l, see below. 

Baghdad I M 28143 ( W 1.01 m; H 0.91 m ) 

Middle band: The Standard Inscription was 18 lines long. 

The last 17-20 signs from each line are missing from the 

Baghdad fragment. This was an abbreviated inscription, 

ending: SU-su KUR-ud61. 

Bibliography: Layard, JVHI. I, p. 312; Layard, Mon. I, pl. 49; Weidner, 

AfO 15, pp. 143f., fig. 4,7; Mallowan, Nim. I, fig. 50; Meuszynski, 

EtTrav XI, p. 10, fig. 9; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 32, 34, 

pl. 6.2. 

E-3 (W 0.72 in situ, of which 0.17 m is inserted behind the 

right Shoulder of E-c-2; H 0.92 m-preserved) PI. 4.1 

The lower third of a relief depicting a tributary facing left 

(<-). The figure wears the same footgear as those on E-2 

and on the right side of E-l, that is with turned-up toes and 

stepped decoration on the heels. This is the fragment in situ 
(Fig. 4). 

The upper part of the relief is in Berlin ( V A 8747) and 

depicts the same type of figure, dressed in the same gar­

ments and jewellery (seen here open in front because of the 

59 Thus we have symbolized in a Single figure (denizens of) earth, air, 

water and humanity, the context of the totality of human experience on 

earth - a concept perhaps not consciously acknowledged in a complete 

way by Ashurnasirpal's scribes, who described the figures decorating the ' 

gate as mountain and sea beasts of white limestone and alabaster (Paley, 

KW, p. 132, section VIIB). Ashurnasirpal, who is enthroned beyond 

these doors is, after all, the aar kisSati, the king of the world. His palace is 

protected, therefore, by composite figures which symbolize the parts of 

the world which he claimed to rule. The king protects and the world pro-

tects, a two-way "deal": the opposite of "fighting fire with fire". 
60 Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, plate 1 and 2. 
01 Paley, KW, p. 127, para. G (line 5). 
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direction in which this figure is portrayed) and wearing the 

same headband, as the one on E-2. 

The hands are held closed and raised. H e is bent in a 

deferring pose and is as small as the figure on E-2; see be­

low. The slab fits behind the Shoulder of the lion-colossus 

to the left. 

The surface of the upper part of the Berlin fragment is 

eroded, and the left edge is brocken off at the point at 

which it would have been inserted behind the Shoulder of 

the colossus. The inscription, however, which would have 

been completely visible, preserves the first sign in each line 

as far as line 14. 

Berlin V A 8747 ( W 1.12 m; H 0.71 m ) 

Middle band. Except for the eroded and broken signs, this 

Standard Inscription is continuous from line 1 (E.GAL etc. 

.. to .. K U R . K U R ( M E S ) DÜ-Si-na (Var B) to the end of 

line 13. Lines 14 and 15 are poorly preserved as follows: 

14. SU-su KUR-ud hur-Sä-ni D\J-sü-n[u ... 

i-pe-(]u-ma 

15. bi-la[t-su-nu im-hu-ru sa-bi]t li-i-t[i Sä-kin62 

16. ... 

If the inscription was ca. 18 lines long (allowing for going 

beyond the 18 Spaces lineated) as were the ones from court 

D, the text would have ended: a-na i-da-at EN-ft'-a lu-ü it-

muh63, that is, as a known shortened version of the SI for 

narrow slabs. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, p. 312; Layard, Mon. I, pl. 49; Gadd, 

p. 213; Weidner, AfO 12, p. 378 (p. 213); Weidner, AfO 15, pp. 143-4, 

fig. 6; Meyer, Altorientalische Denkmäler, pp. 152—153, fig. 67; Reade, 

Iraq 27, p. 131; Meuszynski, EtTrav VIII, pp. 57-8, fig. 22; Meuszynski, 

EtTrav XI, p. 10, fig. 3; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 34, pl. 6.2. 

(B)E-c-2 (L 3.62 m; W 0.78 m; Hx -3.10 m; H2 -3.30 m) 

PI. 1.2; 4.1; 4.2 

Winged lion-colossus with human upper torso and head 

(Fig. 4.5). The figure wears a füll Assyrian beard and long 

hair which falls neatly on its Shoulders, a two-horned hel­

met, a tight-fitting shirt, and a wide belt which disappears 

behind the wing feathers. It folds its right hand into its left 

hand in the manner of Assyrian royal officials facing left on 

reliefs (<-). There is damage to the face, helmet, hands and 

left arm. The human body seems too small for the massive, 

powerful, leonine body to which it has been grafted. In the 

tradition of door figures of this type in this palace, there are 

five legs. Also, it is tethered. There is no indication of sex, 

which raises the question of whether this is a lion or lioness, 

despite the bearded countenance. 

The inscription is carved along the side of the figure be­

tween the legs and behind, as follows: 

Behind the figure: The beginning of the inscription is 

eroded away until some point in line 2. The following 

signs are readable: [...] Assur [...] kib-rat [. ..Sd-ni]n-Sü 

[la-a TU]K-u 1ÜSIPA [tab-r]a-a-te la a-di-ru [GI]S.LAL 

[...] e-du-ü gap-Sü sä ma-hi-ra [l]a-a TUK-u M A N mu-

Sak-nis l[a] kan-su-te-Sü .. to .. el-la-an ku'Zaban T A 

u r uDU 6 sä Ab-ta-ni a-di U R U D U 6 sä Za-ab-da-a-ni 

(lines 14—15 — note reversed order of the placenames) 

Between the rear legs: amHi-ri-mu .. to .. U R U . U R U 

u hur-Sä-ni (line 17) 

Between the middle legs: pat gim-ri-sü-nu .. to .. pa-a 

1-en ü-Sä-aS-kin (line 21). The text then skips to line 52: 
aTUKal-hu mah-ra-a sä radSILIM-ma-«u-SAG M A N ''"As­

sur N U N a-lik pa-ni-a D\J-uS U R U Su-ü e-na-ahl-mal is­

la! U R U su-ü ana eS-Su-te ab-ni U K U ( M E S ) ki-Sit-ti 

SU-ia Sä K U R . K U R ( M E S ) Sä a-pe-lu-Si-na-ni Sä kur 

Su-hi kmLa-qi-e ana si-hif-ti-Sä umSir-qu sä ni-bir-ti iäA-rat 

(line 54) 

Between the front legs: kmZa-mu-a pat gim-ri-Sä kurE 

A-di-ni u kmHat-te u sä Lu-bar-na kmPa-ti-na-a-a al-qa-a 

ina lib-bi u-Sä-as-bit D U 6 la-be-ru lu ü-na-ki-ir a-di U G U 

A ( M E S ) lu ü-Sä-pil (line 56) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 124, 310, 312; Layard, Mon I, pl. 42 

right; Weidner, AfO 15, pp. 143f., figs. 4, 5; Mallowan, Nim. I, fig. 50; 

Shukri, Sumer 12, fig. 6; Ainachi, Sumer 12, figs. 4-5, 8-9; Meuszynski, 

EtTrav XI, p. 10; Ameen Agha - al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 9; Madhloom, 
Chronology, pl. LXXI, fig. 3 (a drawing); Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellun­

gen I, pp. 32, 34. 

(B)E-c-4 (W 1.11 m) 

Slab carved only with a band of the Standard Inscription 

against which the right door leaf could be swung when left 

in an open position. Only the socle is preserved in situ. N o 

other information is available. 

Door seats and threshold. 

N o threshold or seats for doorposts are now in situ. The 

doorseats may have already been missing in Layard's time. 

The threshold inscription was published by Layard in ICC. 

It contained a portion of an abbreviated annalistic inscrip­

tion from the sixth campaign (Year 5) beginning 
umKu-ü-ku-nu and ending SE.KIN.TAR km-Sü-nu e-si-di 

S E . A M ( M E S ) . The text Starts in the upper left corner of 

the stone. The slot for the closure mechanism, indicated in 

Layard's copy, does not destroy any cuneiform signs. There 

are 19 lines of text, suggesting a deeper threshold than in 

door e. The text was read from inside room B. 

Bibliography.Laymd, ICC, pl. 84; Le Gac, Estampages, pp. X V f and E 
72a-b; Paley, KW, p. 155, item 33; Russell, Inscriptions (Manuscript), 

and conversations. 

Pavement in the doorway (L 3.70 m; W 1.82 m) 

A single pavement slab with inscription. Layard was able to 

copy a significant portion of the annals text on this slab. To­

day the slab is almost totally effaced. A number of signs can 

still be identified on the left hand side of the stone, next to 

E-c-1. The inscription records abbreviated titles for Ashur­

nasirpal, his father and grandfather and an excerpt from 

the text of the sixth campaign ending with: ma-da-tu Sä 

62 Paley, KW, p. 127, para. G (line 5). 
63 Paley, KW. p. 127, para. I (line 6). 



24 The Outer Fafade of the Throneroom 

ka'[Ni-ir-du-un ANSE-KUR.RA] (MES). There are about 

ten lines missing from the text which Starts at the beginning 

of the campaign and ends at the TuSha episode. 

Bibliography: Layard, ICC, plates 48-49, 84; King, AKA, p. 326, line 86 

to p. 340, line 117; Paley, KW, p. 155 (item 33). 

(B)E-c-3 (W 1.15 m; H -0.50 m) 

Slab carved only with a band of the Standard Inscription 

against which the left door leaf could be swung when the 

doors were open. The slab is broken just below where the 

inscription should end. No other information about this 

slab is available. 

(B)E-c-l (L 3.62 m; W 0.76 m; Hj 3.10 m; H 2 3.30 m) 

PI. 1.2; 4.1 

The companion figure to E-c-2 and like it in all details ex­

cept reversed (Figs. 3;5). The hands are folded left into 

right in the manner of right-facing Assyrian royal officials 

(—>). There is significant damage to the face, helmet and to 

the hands. 

The inscription is carved along the side of the figure on 

all flat surfaces, between the legs and behind it, as follows: 

Between the front legs: E.GAL .. to .. 

10-ERIN-DAH (line 2) 

Between the middle legs: M A N GAL-e M A N dan-ni 

M A N SU M A N kwASSur-ma .. to .. KUR.KUR(MES) 

e-nu-ma Assur E N na-bu-ü (line 8) 

Between the rear legs: MU-ia .. to .. aS-gu-um M A N 

Sä e-bir-tan (line 11) 

Behind the figure: [eroded MHAL.HAL/IDIGNA? 

...] GAL-ffe- ...] ana si-hir-ti-s[ä] kmSuhi a-d[i] 
nmRa-pi-q[i] .. to .. ha-si-su pe-et uz-ni ne-me-qi dE-a 

(line 23) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 124, 310, 312; Layard, Mon. I, pl. 42; 

Or.Dr. III, N.W. IV; Mallowan, Nim. I, fig. 50; Shukri, Sumer 12, fig. 6; 

Ainachi, Sumer 12, figs. 4-5, 8-9; Meuszyfiski, EtTrav XI, p. 10; 

Ameen Agha — al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 9; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen 

I, p. 32. 

E-2 (W 0.72 m - in situ; 0.18 m inserted behind the 

Shoulder of the door colussus; H 1.00 m - preserved) 

PI. 4.1 

The lower third of a relief depicting one figure facing right 

(->). He wears the same footgear as the figure on the right 

of E-l, for example, with turned-up toes and stepped deco­

ration on the heels. Figs. 3.5. 

The upper part of the relief is missing but was recorded 

by Layard. The drawing shows a proportionately smaller 

version of the figure on the right of E-l and on E-4 (see 

above). The slab fits behind the Shoulder of the lion-colos­

sus to the right. 

Middle band: No inscription is preserved. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 124, 312; Or.Dr. III, N.W. X X X V I ; 

Mallowan, ILN 5805, p. 149f.; Shukri, Sumer 12, fig. 6; Ainachi, Sumer 

12, fig. 5; Ameen Agha - al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 9; Meuszynski, EtTrav 

XI, p. 10, fig. 7; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 34. 

E-l (W 2.17 m; H. 0.72 m - preserved) PI. 4.1 

The lower third of a relief depicting two figures facing right 

(—»). The one on the right wears boots with turned-up toes 

and a stepped decoration on the heels as do other figures 

on this fafade. The one on the right wears conventional 

sandals. Figs. 3.5. 

The upper part of the relief was lost, but it was recorded 

by Layard when it was found. The drawing shows that the 

figure on the right was a full-bearded male wearing a 

fringed robe, bracelets, and a counterweighted string of 

beads around his neck. A diadem, wider in front than in the 

back, holds his hair in place. He raises both his arms before 

him, hands closed, as a sign of obeisance. His companion 

behind him wears a similar robe, necklace, bracelets and 

diadem, but holds gifts: a flask in his lowered right hand 

and a tray filled with earrings, bracelets and a necklace is 

raised in his left. 

As a further signal of their approach to their sovereign, 

both figures bend forward slightly in deference. 

Middle band: No inscription is preserved. 

Bibliograpy: Layard, Nin. I pp. 124, 312; Or.Dr. III, N.W. X X X V I ; Mal­

lowan, ILN5805, pp. 149ff.; Shukri, Sumer 12, fig. 6; Ainachi, Sumer 12, 

fig. 5; Ameen Agha - al Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 9; Meuszynski, EtTrav XI, 

p. 10, fig. 6; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 34. 

The balanced composition of pairs of human figures — gift 

or tax bearers on the outside and others doing obeisance on 

the inside — and the two lion-colossi in the doorway, their 

human aspect east in an attitude of attending courtiers and 

essentially replacing such officials in this scene64, has been 

enhanced by the artist's clever reduetion of the size of the 

two dosest to the doorway. This compositional scheme 

provides a sense of perspective rarely so evident in Assy­

rian art65. 

The king's presence on relief is not required here (com-

pare court D, above) since his majesty was seated on his 

throne just beyond the doorway66. The composition also 

acts as a decorative signature pointing to the throne's loca-

tion. The front of the thronebase and the busy courtiers 

were visible when the doors of this entranceway were 

thrown open and the king was present in his official capa-

64 There is the additional possibility that some of the tribute bearers 

are Assyrians bearing the spoils of war and the courtyard scenes depict 

part of what the inscriptions, including those on the door colossi, say 

about what went on when the city was built and became the center of the 

king's life. Assyrians and non-Assyrians should be partieipating in homage 

to the ruler. 
« See on this subject, Albenda, JNES 31, pp. 168 ff. 
66 Russell, Bull (Manuscript), p. 5 with footnotes 28a and 29. 



Catalogue 25 

city. Thus the combination of human and animal figures in 
the relief and the activity around the throne complete the 
picture of the king's majesty67. 

The space designated as E A by the British Excavations 
in the 1950's, which is east of the area just now described, 
did not have stone dado when excavated. It is not known 
whether it ever did. A yellow sandstone Stele of Ashurna­
sirpal II, inscribed with a text summarizing his conquests 
and describing his new capital and the feastday commemo-
rating its completion, was found in the center of this space. 
At a later period, the mudbrick walls were strengthened 
with a mudbrick buttress and a new pavement was laid68. 

67 Mallowan once wrote that this was the exit from the throneroom 

used by those granted a royal audience, and he is probably correct: Mallo­

wan, Nim. I, pp. 103 ff. Could the fact that the lion colossi in court D hold 

offerings and those in court E not, have anything to do with the pattem of 

movement and activity in the Northern Courtyard? Could the offering-

bearer genies and lamassu be a "Suggestion"? - Enter here, bring gjfts, 

tribute! Leave by that door (emptyhanded but reverent)!? — this despite 

the face that some of the figures adjacent to the doorway in court E do 

hold offerings as a recurrent reminder of continuing responsibility for tri­

bute. 
68 See above, note 4. 



II. Room B 

1. ENTRANCES 

A. PRESENT CONDITION 

Originally discovered by Layard, this room was re-exca-

vated by M.E.L. Mallowan1 and Behnam Abu es-Soof. 

Abu es-Soof finished Clearing the room and extending the 

work to include room C, the stairwell beyond it, the 

passageway W Z connecting courtyard W T and the North­

west Wing of the palace, and the preserved portions of two 

of three adjacent rooms to its west at the presentday edge 

of the mound. Abu es-Soof also had the walls of all these 

rooms restored in stone and cement and reassembled the 

fragments of relief in their proper positions2. At some 

point, the "yellow" limestone bulls were removed to the 

Iraq Museum in Baghdad from the doorway B-b leading to 

room F. There are no extant door figures facing towards 

room B remaining in situ. * 

The positions of the doorways and the widths of the walls 

could be established from the remains of the mudbrick, the 

bases of the reliefs removed by Layard and others and now 

in the British and other museums, and paving on the floors. 

This must have been particularly difficult in the area of en­

trance B-a since Layard's description of the removal of the 

lion-lamassu which were shipped to the British Museum, 

explains that the adjacent mudbrick walls were dismantled 

down to the artificial platform upon which the palace was 

built. 

This room has been discussed by Mallowan and Meu­

szynski3. (See Plan 1). 

Completely preserved socle of a wäll relief: B-b-4 (Standard 

Inscription only). 

Partly preserved socle of a wall relief: B-b-3 (Standard In­

scription only). 

No preserved socles: B-a-1 and B-a-2 (Human-headed lion 

lamassu, —> and <—); B-b-1 and B-b-2 (Human-headed bull 

lamassu, —> and <—). 

B. ACCORDING TO LAYARD 

Entrance b, Chamber B 

"As there was a ravine running far into the mound, appar­

ently formed by winter rains, I determined to open a trench 

in the centre of it. In two days the workmen reached the 

top of a slab, which appeared to be both well preserved, 

and to be still left Standing in its original position. On the 

south side I discovered, to my great satisfaction, two hu­

man figures, considerably above the natural size, sculp­

tured in low relief, and still exhibiting all the freshness of 

recent work. This was Chamber B in the third plan... The 

Ornaments delicately graven on the robes, the tasseis and 

fringes, the bracelets and armlets, the elaborate curls of the 

hair and beard, were all entire. The figures were turned 

back to back, and furnished with wings. They appeared to 

represent divinities, presiding over the seasons, or over 

particular religious ceremonies. The one, whose face was 

turned to the East, carried a fallow deer on his right arm, 

and in his left hand a branch bearing five flowers. Around 

his temple was a fillet, adorned in front with a rosette. The 

other held a Square vessel, or basket, in the left hand, and 

an object resembling a fir cone in the right. On his head he 

wore a rounded cap at the base of which was a hörn. The 

garments of both, consisting of a stole falling from the 

Shoulders to the ankles, and a short tunic underneath, de-

scending to the knee, were richly and tastefully decorated 

with embroideries and fringes, whilst the hair and beard 

were arranged with study and art. Although the relief was 

lower, yet the outline was perhaps more careful, and true, 

than that of the Assyrian sculptures of Khorsabad. The 

limbs were delineated with peculiar accuracy, and the mus-

cles and bones faithfully, though somewhat too strongly, 

marked. An inscription ran across the sculpture. 

To the west of this slab, and fitting to it, was a corner-

stone ornamented with flowers and scroll-work, tastefully 

arranged, and resembling in detail those graven on the in-

jured tablet, near entrance d of the S.W. Building. I recog-

nized at once from whence many of the sculptures, em-

ployed in the construction of that edifice, had been 

brought; and it was evident that I had at length discovered 

the earliest palace of Nimroud." 

"The cornerstone led me to a figure of singular form 

[No. 32, Chamber B, plan 3]. A human body, clothed in 

* see Reliefdarstellungen I, Plan 2. 

1 Mallowan, Iraq 14, pp. 10-11. 
2 Abu es-Soof, Sumer 19, pp. 66-68, plates I, II. 
3 Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 17-25, plates 1-3 (see esp. 

entrances a and b, p. 25). Meuszynski, ZA 64. 
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robes similar to those of the winged men on the previous 

slab, was surmounted by the head of an eagle or of a vul-

ture [If has been suggested that this is the head of a cock, 

but it is unquestionably that of a carnivorous bird of the 

eagle tribe.]. The curved beak, of considerable length, was 

half open, and displayed a narrow pointed tongue, which 

was still covered with red paint. O n the Shoulders feil the 

usual curled and bushy hair of the Assyrian images, and a 

comb of feathers rose on the top of the head. Two wings 

sprang from the back, and in either hand was the Square 

vessel and fir cone." 

(Nin. I, pp. 70-2) 

"They had uncovered the upper part of the figure, the 

remainder of which was still buried in the earth. I saw at 

once that the head must belong to a winged lion or bull, 

similar to those at Khorsabad and Persepolis. It was in ad-

mirable preservation. The expression was calm, yet majes-

tic, and the outline of the features showed a freedom and 

knowledge of art, scarcely to be looked for in the works of 

so remote a period. The cap had three horns and, unlike 

that of the human-headed bulls hitherto found in Assyria, 

was rounded and without ornament at the top... 

I now ordered a trench to be dug due south from the 

head, in the expectation of finding a corresponding figure, 

and before night-fall reached the object of m y search about 

twelve feet distant." 

(Nin. I, pp. 72-3) 

"It was remarkable that whilst such parts of the Chamber 

B as had been uncovered were paved with kiln-burnt 

bricks, and the entrance d with a large slab of alabaster, be­

tween the two great lions there was only a flooring of com­

mon sud-dried brick. In the middle of the entrance, near 

the forepart of the lions, were a few Square stones carefully 

placed. I expected to find under them small figures in clay, 

similar to those discovered by M . Botta in the doorways at 

Khorsabad, but nothing of the kind existed." 

(Nin. I, p. 111) 
"In Chamber B the wall was continued to the south, or to 

the left facing the great lion [entrance a, Chamber B, plan 

3], by an eagle-headed figure resembling that already de­

scribed; adjoining it was a cornerstone, occupied by the sa-

cred tree; beyond, the wall ceased altogether. O n digging 

downwards, it was found that the slabs had fallen in; and al­

though they were broken, the sculptures, representing 

battles, Sieges, and other historical subjects, were, as far as 

it could be ascertained by the examination of one or two, in 

admirable preservation. The sun-dried brick wall, against 

which they were placed, was still distinctly visible to the 

height of twelve or fourteen feet; and I could trace, by the 

accumulation of ashes, the places where beams had been 

inserted to support the roof, or for other purposes." 

(Nin. I, pp. 118-9) 

Appendix: 

"Entrance a. 1 and 2, winged human-headed lions, facing 

Chamber B. 

No. 1. Eagle-headed, winged, human figure, bearing 

Square vessel and fir cone. 

No. 2. Corner stone with sacred tree. 

No. 32. Eagle-headed, winged, human figure, similar to 

No. 1." 

(Nin. I, pp. 308, 311) 

"The gigantic human-headed lions, first discovered in 

the north-west palace at Nimroud [Nineveh and its Re­

mains. vol. I, p. 65 (72ff.)] were still Standing in their origi­

nal position. Having been carefully covered up with earth 

previous to my departure in 1848, they had been preserved 

from exposure to the effects of the weather, and to wanton 

injury on the part of the Arabs. The Trustees of the British 

Museum wishing to add these fine sculptures to the na­

tional collection I was directed to remove them entire. A 

road through the ruins, for their transport to the edge of 

the mound, was in the first place necessary, and it was com-

menced early in December. They would thus be ready for 

embarkation as soon as the waters of the river were suffi-

ciently high to bear a raft so heavily laden, over the rapids 

and shallows between Nimroud and Baghdad. This road 

was dug to the level of the pavement or artificial platform, 

and was not finished tili the end of February, as a large 

mass of earth and rubbish had to be taken away to the 

depth of fifteen or twenty feet. During the progress of the 

work we found some carved fragments of ivory similar to 

those already placed in the British Museum; and two mas­

sive sockets in bronze, in which turned the hinges of a gate 

of the palace. N o remains of the door-posts, or other part 

of the gate were discovered in the ruins, and it is uncertain 

whether these rings were fixed in stone or wood [The sock­

ets, which are now in the British Museum, weigh 6 Ib. 3 3k 

oz.; the diameter of the ring is about five inches, The 

hinges and frames of the brass gates at Babylon were also 

of brass (Herod. 1. 178)]." 

(Nin. Bab. pp. 162-163) 

"By the 28th of January, the colossal lions forming the 

portal to the great hall in the north-west palace of Nimroud 

were ready to be dragged to the river-bank. The walls and 

their sculptured panelling had ben removed from both sides 

of them, and they stood isolated in the midst of the ruins." 

(Nin. Bab., p. 201) 

"Beneath the lions, embedded in earth and bitumen, 

were a few bones, which, on exposure to air, feil to dust be­

fore I could ascertain whether they were human or not. The 

sculptures rested simply upon the platform of sun-dried 

bricks without any other sub-structure, a mere layer of bi­

tumen, about an inch thick, having been placed under the 

plinth." 

(Nin. Bab.,p. 203) 
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Entrance b, Chamber B 

"This wall (with historical subjects - see entrance a) served 

as my guide in digging onwards, as, to the distance of 100 

feet, the slabs had all fallen in. ... 

The first sculpture, still Standing in its original position, 

which was uncovered after following this wall, was a 

winged human-headed bull of yellow limestone. On the 

previous day the detached head, now in the British Mu­

seum, had been found. The bull, to which it belonged, had 

fallen against the opposite sculpture, and had been broken 

by the fall into several pieces. I lifted the body with diffi-

culty; and, to my surprise, discovered under it sixteen 

copper lions, admirably designed, and forming a regulär 

series, diminishing in size from the largest, which was 

above one foot in length, to the smallest, which scarcely ex-

ceeded an inch. To their backs was affixed a ring, giving 

them the appearance of weights. Here I also discovered a 

broken earthen vase, on which were represented two pria-

pean human figures, with the wings and claws of a bird, the 

breast of a woman, and the tail of a scorpion, or some simi­

lar reptile. I carefully collected and packed the fragments. 

Beyond the winged bull the slabs were still entire, and oc­

cupied their original positions. On the first was sculptured a 

winged human figure, carrying a branch with five flowers in 

the raised right hand, and the usual Square vessel in the 

left. Around his temples was a fillet adorned with three ro­

se ttes. On each of the four adjoining slabs were two bas-re-

liefs, separated by a band of inscriptions. ..." 

(Nin. I, pp. 119-120) 

"As the edge of a deep ravine had now been reached by 

the trenches, the workmen were directed to return to the 

yellow bulls, which were found to form the entrance into a 

new Chamber, marked F in the 3rd plan." 

(Nin, I, p. 124) 

Appendix: 

"No. 15. Colossal winged figure facing entrance b, with 

garland round head, carrying a flower with five brances in 

one hand, and Square vessel in the other. 

Entrance b. 1 and 2, winged human-headed bulls in yel­

low limestone, facing Chamber B. 3 and 4, slabs with Stan­

dard inscription. 

No. 16. Similar to 15; figure facing entrance b." 

(Nin. I, p. 310) 

c. ACCORDING TO MALLOWAN 

"Excavations at the east end of this room exposed the great 

stone table with stepped top which had been discovered by 

Layard a Century ago. This was leaning at an angle of about 

thirty-five degrees, presumably as he had left it, and has 

now been moved to the Mosul Museum. W e cut away a 

broad section of the already ruined eastern wall in order to 

see if there was a foundation deposit embedded within it, as 

was the case in the Ishtar Temples at Ashur, but none were 

discovered. In the south-eastern sector of the room, how­

ever, there were fallen frescoes, presumable from the up­

per parts of the walls. The painting was done directly on to 

a prepared mud plaster and included a large fragment of a 

chariot scene with horses' heads and an eight-spoked 

wheel. There was also a polygonal design in brilliant cobalt 

blue, red and white, which looked like the representation 

of a coffered ceiling. Beneath the frescoes lay a number of 

finely engraved fragments of ivories which were covered by 

a lay er of 10 cm. of clay and rested directly on a hard 

beaten mud pavement overlaid with bitumen, apparently 

contemporary with the reign of Assur-nasir-pal. This pave­

ment was flush with the bottom of the high plinth which 

had formed a base or edging to the wall-sculpture, and 

Layard, who had been mainly interested in cutting away 

the sculpture, had evidently not dug down to the floor level 

in this section. Inevitably therefore we are led to suspect 

that the centre of this great Hall may be worth digging 

again, and that only the soil immediately adjacent to the 

walls can have been thoroughly cleared." 

(Iraq 14, pp. 10-11; see also Iraq 15, pp. 26-7.) 

"In rooms F and B we dug out a small portion of the cen­

tre of the Chambers, for we suspected that Layard had in 

fact only trenched along the wall facing in order to recover 

the sculpture and that he had left much of the middle por­

tion of the Chambers undug. This, in fact, proved to be the 

case: the floor was encumbered with a heavy belt of fallen 

mud-brick, which was the remains of the collapsed mud­

brick wall and roof. Mixed with the mud-brick were many 

traces of painted frescoes at varying levels. Some would 

appear to have fallen from high up on the walls, other frag­

ments possibly from the ceiling. Most striking was a portion 

of panel with a geometric design discovered in the middle 

of Chamber B, a series of interlocking circles forming a kind 

of guilloche executed in a brilliant cobalt blue, red and 

black. This geometric band must have once been placed 

either high up on the room walls, or possibly on the cei­

ling." 

(Iraq 15, pp. 26-7) 

"Two bearded monsters which had guarded either side 

of the entrance connecting room F with room B were also 

partially re-excavated and found to be in good condition." 

(Iraq 12, pp. 180-1) 

D. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE SOURCES 

This room has been discussed many times, most recently by 

Meuszynski4 and Winter5. It is not the purpose of this dis­

cussion to repeat any of their conclusions. What must be 

emphasized, however, is that the doorways were designed 

as separate units, with the geniuses on adjacent wall slabs 

4 Meuszyfiski, loc. cit. 
5 Winter, "Royal Rhetoric"; Winter, "Program". 
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facing the lamassu, i.e. facing the entrances, whether or 

not the lamassu were facing room B or the Great Northern 

Courtyard. Attention to an entrance is paramount in this 

arrangement; the bas-relief between the entrances belong 

to other design conceptions and serve other purposes6. This 

includes also the room-B side of entrance (B)ED-e, and 

slabs 26g and 26h in our reconstruction, which may have 

had eagle-headed, winged figures depicted on them7 

E. RELIEFS IN COLLECTIONS OUTSIDE OF NIMRÜD 

All four lamassu which faced room B have been removed 

from Nimrüd. Gadd listed and identified them: 

B-a-1. B M 118801. Winged, human-headed lion, with five 

legs, facing (—>). 

B-a-2. B M 118802. Winged, human-headed lion, with five 

legs, facing (<—). 

(F)B-b-l. B M 118894 (human head) + IM 26472 (the rest 

of the figure). Winged, human-headed bull, with five 

legs, facing (—>). 

(F)B-b-2. I M 26473. Winged, human-headed bull, with five 

legs, facing (<—). 

F. IDENTIFICATIONS AND RECONSTRUCTIONS 

Since the positioning and identifications of these door fig­

ures is relatively certain, the following discussion relates 

only to the relationship between the door compositions and 

the other sculpture in the room. At the same time, it is per­

haps important to note that there is an internal imbalance 

resulting from the fact that the two doors that lead to the 

inner parts of the palace — B-a, leading to the West and 

Northwest Wings, and (F)B-b, leading to the south — have 

figures that face room B, but (E)B-c, (ED)B-e and (D)B-d 

face the Great Northern Courtyard. This imbalance has the 

effect of drawing one through room B, the throneroom, to 

the other State apartments of the palace for other ceremo-

nies and to do other State business. Had there been figures 

facing room B in all doorways, the inclusiveness of the unit 

would have been communicated in the architecture and 

design of the room and no Singular sign of passage to other 

rooms would have been indicated. 

W e estimate, based upon an average width of the slabs in 

other parts of the room, that there were four additional 

narrative slabs between entrances (B)ED-e and (B)D-d, 

and five between (B)ED-e and (B)E-c. There is also the 

possibility that the slabs opposite entrance (F)B-b were ar­

ranged differently than we indicate on the plan and that a 

scene of the same type as B-13 and B-23 was portrayed 

there. This is pure speculation, but would be consistent 

with the idea that passage through a major entrance to the 

throneroom (B-b is the main entrance from the south) re-

sulted in a confrontation with a symbolic representation of 

kingship. 

W e also assume that the artists would have used diffe-

rent ancillary, attending figures at each doorway, which is 

indeed the case: B-a (eagle-headed winged geniuses, car­

rying bücket and cone), B-b (human-headed, winged geni­

uses, wearing fillet, holding a branch up and a bücket 

down), B-c (human-headed, four-winged geniuses, wearing 

horned helmet, carrying mace in the lowered hand and rais-

ing up the other in a sign of greeting[!]), B-d (human-

headed, winged geniuses, wearing fillet, carrying an animal 

offering in one hand and a raised branch in the other)8 

Also, we might expect another type of human-headed geni­

us or a pair of eagle-headed ones in positions 26g and 26h, 

alternating between two pairs of human-headed figures, 

and attending to the rears of the bull-lamassu of entrance 

(ED)B-e. 

W e have no Information concerning the nature of the 

arches above the lamassu of entrances B-a and (F)B-b. W e 

can only assume that they are similar to those of the other 

entrances in the room. The thickness of the walls that en-

close room B, which point to the importance of the room, 

suggest that the walls were high, supporting either a second 

floor and/or a high ceiling with a clerestory lighting System. 

W e think that the arches were similar in shape to those we 

propose for the main entrances to the throneroom from the 

Great Northern Courtyard. However, the doorway and 

arch of (F)B-b are smaller than the others: the lamassu 

from that doorway are ca. 0.75 m shorter in height and 

over 1 m shorter in length than those in (E)B-c, (D)B-d or 

B-a. These bulls maybe of a lower rank, since they are 

smaller and wear helmets with only one set of horns. See 

our remarks at the beginning of this section. Are these indi-

cations of a difference in this doorway from the others asso­

ciated with this room? 

6 See above chapter I and Winter, loc. cit. 
7 See below, s.v. Identifications and Reconstructions. 
8 Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, plates 1 and 2. 



30 Room B 

2. CATALOGUE 

Entrance B-a 

B-l. For this figured slab see Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellun­

gen I, p. 20, pl. 3,1. 

B-a-2 (L 3.71 m; W 0.81 m; Hx 3.08 m; H2 3.50 m) 

PI. 5.1 

London, British Museum, BM 118802. Winged, human-

headed lion, facing (<-). The figure wears a three-horned 

helmet, earrings, and traditional Assyrian hair and beard 

style. It has a tie-cord around its midrif. It also has five legs. 

The inscription begins between the front legs and continues 

under the belly (between the middle legs), between the 

hind legs and behind the figure, as follows: 

Between the front legs: E . G A L .. to .. et-lu qar-du 

(line 2) 

Between the middle legs: Sä ina gi§TUKUL-ri ASSur .. 

to .. ERIN. HI.A(MES) kaTLu-ul-lu-me-e (line 9) 

Between the rear legs: D A G A L ( M E S ) ina qe-reb tam-

ha-ri .. to .. T A kmNe-reb (line 13) 

Behind the figure: Sä kmKir-ru-ru .. to .. u dNin-urta 

A G A SANGA-ri-za (in the middle of a sentence, line 26) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, pp. 70ff., 118ff., 308; Layard, Nin. II, 

p. 74; Layard, Nin. Bab., pp. 62, 162-163, 201 ff.; Guide (1922), pl. VII; 

Bonomi, Nineveh and its Palaces, frontispiece; Gadd, pp. 125, 247; Bar­

nett, AssPal, pl. 1; Stearns, AfO-Beih. 15, pp. 72f.; Reade, Iraq 27, 

130f.; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 25, pl. 3.1. 

When Layard discovered this doorway, he noted that there 

were bricks on the floor of the entranceway between the 

two lamassu. This was either an ancient repair — the stone 

pavement having been damaged or removed to be used 

elsewhere — or an indication that the throneroom and 

room C were somehow united9, the bricks being a continu-

ation of the throneroom flooring, uninterrupted by a sep-

arating stone threshold or pavement. 

B-a-1 (L 3.63 m; W 0.85 m; Hj 3.08 m; H 2 3.50 m ) 

PI. 5.1 

London, British Museum, B M 118801. Winged, human-

headed lion facing (—>). The figure wears a three-horned 

helmet, earrings and conventional Assyrian-style hair and 

beard. It has a tie cord around its midrif and five legs. The 

inscription begins behind the figure and continues between 

the rear legs, between the middle legs and between the 

front legs as follows: 

Behind the figure: E . G A L .. to .. kmÜ-ru-ar-ti SXJ-su 

KUR-ud (line 13) 

Between the rear legs: Sä kmne-reb Sä kmKir-ru-ri .. to 

.. ur-du-ti ü-pu-uS (line 17) 

Between the middle legs: mASSur-PAP.A N U N - w na-

a-du .. to .. ha-si-su pi-it uz-ni ne-me-qi Sä (line 23) 

Between the front legs: dE-a M A N Z U . A B ..to.. ana 
kwLab-na-na (in the middle of a sentence, line 26) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, opposite p. 70, pp. 70-73; 118-119, 308; 

Layard, Nin. II, p. 74; Layard, Nin. Bab., pp. 62, 162-163, 201-205; 

Layard, Mon. I, pl. 3; Or.Dr. III N.W. I; Budge pl. IV; Guide (1922), 

pl. VII, Gadd, pp. 124-125, 247; Stearns, AfO-Beih. 15, pp. 72ff.; 

Reade, Iraq 27, p. 130f.; Barnett, AssPal, pl. 1; Meuszynski, Reliefdar­

stellungen I, pl. 25, pl. 3.1. 

B-32. For this figure see Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, 

p. 25, pl. 3.1. 

Entrance (F)B-b 

B-16. For this figure see Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, 

p. 22, pl. 1.4. 

(F)B-b-2 (L 2.59 m ; W 0.49 m; H x 2.40 m ; H 2 2.79 m ) 

PI. 5.2 

Baghdad, Iraq Museum, I M 26473. Winged, human-

headed bull-colossus, facing (<—). The figure wears a füll 

Assyrian beard and long hair which falls neatly on its 

Shoulders. It wears a one-horned helmet. This is one of the 

pair of "yellow limestone bulls" described by Layard. As-

hurnasirpal's inscriptions State that he used "white limes­

tone" for the carving of some of "the beasts of the moun-

tains and the fields" and it is possible that this is the stone 

and the figures to which he referred, the limestone having 

aged to its presentday yellowish color. Examination of the 

top of the slab shows that there are slots for braces that an-

chored the slab in place — either to adjacent stones or to 

the superstructure. The wings Stretch out above the back as 

if the animal is ready for flight as is the case with all these 

winged door figures. This time however, the wings (and 

tail) fill the whole space reaching the back edge of the stone 

and precluding the inclusion of as much inscription as we 

have on other examples. The signs are also very large com-

pared to other inscriptions on lamassu. In fact, the inscrip­

tion is carved only between the legs of this figure and ends 

not only in mid-sentence but also in the middle of a place-

name, a classic case of misplanning the inscriptional space. 

There is not much text: 

Between the front legs: E . G A L .. to .. la TUK-ü (line 

3) 
Between the middle legs: luSIPA tab-ra-a-te .. to .. 

ERIN.HI.A(MES)-a? (line 9) 

9 Winter has suggested that the depiction of the king on the western 

wall of room C, which could be seen from the throne through door B-a, 

was part of the artistic conception of the throneroom. "Royal Rhetoric" 

p 10 The depiction is of the king with bowl and bow flanked by atten-
dants: Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 27, pl. 4. 
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Between the rear legs: kuiLu-ul-lu-me-e .. to .. ka'Zaban 

T A u r uDU 6 (breaking in the middle of the place name TU 

Sa Zabdani, line 13) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I pp. 119, 124, opposite p. 127; Layard, Mon. 

I, pl. 4; Gadd, 228-9,247; Reade, Iraq, 27, p. 131f.; Meuszynski, Relief­

darstellungen I, p. 25, pl. 4.1; Oasis and Steppe Routes, no. 6, 
pp. 35-3710 

(F)B-b-3 (W 1.33 m - preserved, ca. 2.45 originally) 

Fragment of a socle of a slab which originally had only the 

Standard Inscription carved on it. See Meuszynski, Relief-

darstellungen I, p. 25. 

We have no Information concerning whether or not 

there was a paving stone in the entranceway. 

(F)B-b-4 (W 2.43 m) 

Socle of a slab which originally had only the Standard In­

scription carved on it. See Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen 

I, p. 25. 

(F)B-b-l (L 2.56 m; W 0.55 m; Ux 2.45 m; H2 2.20 + ca. 

0.59 m ) PI. 5.2 

Baghdad, Iraq Museum, IM 26472 (the body) and London, 

British Museum, B M 118894 (the head). Winged, human-

headed bull colossus, facing (—>). This is the second of the 

pair of "yellow limestone bulls" described by Layard and is 

like the first in every regard except for the fact that it faces 

in the opposite direction. There is a piece of the slab mis­

sing from the upper left corner. Examination of the top of 

the slab shows that there are slots for anchoring the slab in 

place — either to adjacent stones or to the superstructure. 

The bull also fills the space on the slab so that there is no 

room for much inscription behind the figure. So, like its 

pair, it is not inscribed there. The cuneiform signs are also 

very large which means that there is not much text. There 

are no published photographs from which we can deter-

mine the placement of the inscription between the legs of 

the figure. The inscription ends with the phrase: a-di ku'Gil-

za-ni (line 12). The figure is also inscribed on the reverse 

with a short Version of a Standard Inscription11. 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, p. 119-120, opp. 127,124,127-8,139-41, 

310; Layard, Nin. II, 315, Or. Dr. III, N.W. 2; Schaeffer - Andrae, 

pl. X X X ; Gadd, 228-9, 127-8, pl. 2; Amiet, Art, pp. 405, 454, fig. 595; 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 25, pl. 4.112-

(Photographs of this bull show the head restored in plas­

ter.) 

B-15. For this figure, see Meuszyfiski, Reliefdarstellungen 

I, p. 22, pl. 2.1. 

10 Our thanks to Nicholas Postgate for measuring the bulls and for the 
Information about the slotting, and to John M. Russell for the reference to 

Oases and Steppe Routes. 
11 W e owe the Information about the inscription on the reverse to John 

M. Russell. 
12 See above n. 10. 



III. Courtyard Y 

1. WALLS AND ENTRANCES 

A. P R E S E N T C O N D I T I O N 

After excavating this courtyard, the Iraqi State Organi­
zation of Antiquities restored the walls and reerected the 
fallen slabs which had collapsed on the floors. The clear­
ance of the courtyard revealed the terracotta pavement (in 
two layers) as well as a large number of the Square stone 
slabs with round openings in their centers. The stone slabs 
form some kind of the System, mainly near the entrances 
leading to the neighbouring rooms, but also in the open 
area of the courtyard. Some of these slabs, situated in the 
center of the courtyard led to a trough for rain water. (Plan 

2.) 
Mallowan's excavations in the southeast corner of the 

courtyard at corridor P had revealed two phases of repair 
work subsequent to Ashur-nasir-pal's original floor: the 
first was dated to the reign of Shalmaneser III, the second 
to that of Sargon II (See below). Only one phase beyond 
the original floor could be clearly distinguished in the 
courtyard proper in the Iraqi excavation. The pavement is 
partly destroyed in the southwest part of the space, in the 
center, and whereever wall slabs and doorway figures had 
been removed by ancient builders or by modern archaeolo-
gists*. In the areas where the pavement is not preserved, 
one can see the mudbricks of the deck upon which the 
whole palace complex was built1. 

Only one set of poorly preserved colossal doorway fig­
ures survives in situ, that of Y(F)-f. The Iraqi's have re­
stored an arch above it2. The walls were buttressed on 
either side of entranceways (Y)F-f, Y(G)-b, Y(S)-e, and, 
as restored, Y(WG)-g; these were the doorways that had 
colossi as part of the decoration. 

About half of the more than eighty wall slabs that lined 
the courtyard survived either whole or in part; they were 
inscribed with the text of the Standard Inscription but not 
carved with figured decoration. 

Completely or partially preserved wall slabs and socles. 
Y-l,2,3,4,5a, are in P: 1 and 2 have the Standard Inscrip­
tion only); Y-5 to 9 (8, uninscribed, closes a niche which 
may once have been lined with wall slabs, behind which is 
the brick fill which closed off a corridor that led to room 
AG/AJ - evidence of a change in the plan of this corner of 
the palace which led to the harem quarters); Y-10 to 17; 
Y-28 to 47; Y-53 to 55; Y-60 and 61; Y-65 and 66; Y-70 to 

76; Y-84 and 85; Y(G)-c-l (socle and two fragments, one 
reconstructed in situ, the other Baghdad I M 29053; wing-
less genius, wearing helmet and carrying bücket and cone, 
facing [<—]); Y(G)-c-2 (socle and Istanbul 6: wingless gen­
ius, wearing helmet and carrying bücket and cone, facing 
[—»]); Y(S)-a-l (lower half of the slab in situ, Upper half in 
N e w York M M A 17.190.2077: winged geniuses Standing 
back to back, the one facing courtyard Y carries a bücket 
and cone and faces [<-]); Y(S)-a-2 (lower half of the slab in 
situ, upper half in N e w York M M A 17.190.2080: winged 
geniuses Standing back to back, the one facing courtyard Y 
carries a bücket and cone and faces [—>]). Layard num-
bered the slabs in Passage Z separately. Z-5 has the socle in 
situ and part of a lower portion of a genius facing (<—); Z-10 
has the socle and the lower two-thirds of a genius carrying a 
bücket facing (—>), also in situ. 

Missing wall slabs and socles. Y-18 to 27; Y-48 to 52; 
Y-52a; Y-56 to 59; Y-62 to 64; Y-67 to 69; Y-77 to 83; 
Y(WG)-d-l and 2; Y(WG)-h-l and 2. 

Preserved lion colossi in situ. Y(F)-f-l and 2. 

Missing lion clossi. Y(G)-b-l, New York, MMA 32-143-2, 
winged lion facing (<-); Y(G)-b-2, London, B M 118873, 
winged lion facing (—»); Y(WG)-g-l, winged lion facing 
(<-); Y(WG)-g-2, winged lion facing (->). 

* The paved area was measured in 1976, at the end of the 3rd season of the 
Polish Excavations. The very limited time did not permit us to finish all 
the work. White areas on the plan do not determine existing pavement. 

1 The stone wall slabs and doorway figures were erected directly on the 
platform which served as a deck for the whole palace complex. The slabs 
were anchored from above by metal clamps and the floors, raised along-
side of the walls, held them firmly in place along the bases. Removal of 
the pavement slabs eased access to the wall slabs when the latter were be­
ing taken away. Often when slabs were found in the collapse of roof mate-
rials, ceilings and walls on the floors of the palace halls and courtyards, 
they are broken at floor level. The wall slabs were easier to remove be­
cause of the way they were found; the colossal door figures had to be dug 

out in place. 
2 The excavation and restoration work of this doorway and adjacent 

areas is shown in Ameen Agha - al-Iraqi, Nimrüd, fig. 13. They were 
misidentified as "winged bulls" by Reade, Iraq 27, p. 131, though he was 
the first since Layard to mention that a pair of colossi still survived in this 
Position. See also Salman, Sumer 29, fig. 3 a (in the Arabic section) and 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 39. 



Walls and Entrances 33 

Missing bull colossi. Y(S)-e-l, London, B M 118874, 

winged bull facing (<-); Y(S)-e-2, N e w York, M M A 

32-143-1, winged bull facing (->); Y(WG)-g-l and 2. 

Preserved inscribed pavement slabs. Y(F)-f — pavement be­

tween colossi broken into four pieces, threshold in front of 

the colossi is broken into seven pieces; Y(G)-c; Y(S)-a. 

Missing inscribed pavement slabs. Y(G)-b, Y(S)-e, 

Y(WG)-d, Y(WG)-g, Y(WG)-h. 

The signs of all the preserved, inscribed pavement slabs 

were turned in such a way that they could be read from the 

courtyard side of all entranceways. This must have been the 

case for all inscribed pavements in the doorway corridors. 

Sets of thresholds and doorpost seats are missing for all 

nine doors, although a fragment of a stone paving has been 

restored inside W G at Y(WG)-g. See also the C-shaped 

stone in front of Y(F)-f-l, below. W e have no information 

about whether or not this stone is inscribed3. 

B. A C C O R D I N G T O L A Y A R D 

"The entrance formed by the pair of small human-headed 

lions discovered in Chamber G, led m e into a new hall, 

which I did not then explore to any extent, as the slabs were 

not sculptured." 

(Nin. I, p. 280) 

"Three sides alone of the great hall Y, were found en-

tire. From its size it is probable that it was not roofed in, 

but was an open court. It appears to'have been nearly 

Square; but the western wall has been completely destro-

yed; the slabs having been carried away to be used in the 

construction of the southwest palace. Three entrances are 

still Standing. The one at b, formed by a pair of winged 

lions - those at e and/, by winged bulls. There was prob­

ably a fourth entrance on the western side, formed by a pair 

of lions, to correspond with that on the eastern; but I found 

no remains of it, although some might perhaps be disco­

vered on a more careful examination. The removal of the 

slabs, which formed the western wall, has caused a depres-

sion in the mound; and consequently, if any large sculp­

tures, such as the winged lions, had been left, when the 

slabs adjoining them were taken away, they would prob­

ably have been exposed to decay; and the upper part, re-

maining longest uncovered, would have been completely 

destroyed." 

(Nin. II, pp. 13-14) 

"The slabs in hall Y were piain, having only the usual in­

scription. The bas-reliefs on those adjoining the lion, in 

Chamber G, had been almost entirely destroyed, appar­

ently by the action of water." 

(Nin. II, p. 75) 

"I have already alluded (p. 67 of this volume) to the ex-

istence of a drain beneath almost every Chamber in the 

older palace of the Nimroud. These were connected with 

the floor by a circular pipe of baked clay, leading from a 

hole, generally cut through one of the pavement slabs, in a 

corner of the room. They joined one large drain, running 

under the great hall (Y, in plan 3) and from thence into the 

river, which originally flowed at the foot of the mound." 

(Nin. II, pp. 206-7) 

Appendix: 

"One side of this Chamber has completely disappeared; that 

which remains is formed by unsculptured slabs with the 

usual inmscription. 

Entrance/. Winged bulls, facing Chamber Y, and corres-

ponding with those on the opposite side at entrance e." 

(Nin. I, p 317) 

"Entrance b, (to Chamber G ) 

I quitted this Chamber, after uncovering the upper part 

of four or five bas-reliefs; and returning to the entrance a 

(chamber G ) , traced to the south it two slabs upon which 

were groups similar to those on the opposite wall, except 

that the right hand of the king rested on the hilt of his 

sword, and not on the bow. O n No. 27 was an eagle-headed 

figure, and beyond it was discovered another pair of hu­

man-headed lions, smaller than those forming entrance a of 

Chamber B, but excelling them in the preservations of the 

details. The slabs on which they were carved were slightly 

cracked; but otherwise they appeared to have issued but 

the day before, from the hand of the sculptor. The accu-

mulation of earth and rubbish above this part of the ruins 

was very considerable, and it is not improbable that it was 

owing to this face that the sculptures had been so com­

pletely guarded from injury." 

(Nin. I, p. 127) 

Appendix: 

"(In Chamber G ) 

21,22,27, Eagle-headed figures: facing entrances c and b. 

26. Unsculptured with usual inscription. 

Entrance b. 1 and 2, Human-headed winged lions: facing 

Chamber Y. 

Entrance c. 1 and 2. Colossal winged figures, holding fir-

cone and basket; facing hall Y. 3 and 4, unsculptured, 

with usual inscription." 

(Nin.I, pp. 312-313) 

Entrance e (to Chamber S) 

Appendix: 

"(In chamber S) 

26. A narrow slab divided by the usual inscription into two 

compartments, each containing a small winged figure, 

with horned cap, carrying basket and fir-cone. 

3 If the stone is a doorseat it is in a secondary position. A doorpost 

would have obstructed the view of the sculpture. See the discussion below. 
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Entrances b, c and d, formed by colossal winged figures 

with the usual horned cap, bearing sacred flowers. 

e. Winged bulls: facing chamber Y." 

(Nin. I, pp. 315-6; for entrance a, see s.v. chamber [corri­

dor] P, below.) 

Entrance f (to chamber F) 

See above s.v. Hall Y. 

Chamber (corridor) P 

"No. 1. Unsculptured, with usual inscription. 2,3,4. Colos­

sal winged figures, with horned cap. 

The other slabs were unsculptured. They end abruptly at 4 

and 5. The chamber is continued by a wall of sun-dried 

bricks. 

Entrance a. T w o large slabs, each with two colossal winged 

figures, back to back, and facing respectively Chambers S 

and Y." 

(Nin. I, p. 315) 

Chamber (corridor) Z 

"A narrow passage, connecting hall Y with a Chamber 

which has been completely destroyed. 

Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7, are narrow slabs, divided by the usual in­

scription into two compartments, each occupied by a 

small winged figure. O n the remaining slabs are colossal 

winged figures, with horned cap." 

(Nin. I, p. 317) 

c ACCORDING TO MALLOWAN 

Chamber (passage) P 

"There was much archaeological evidence to show that the 

Palace had been kept in an excellent State of repair over a 

long period of time. In the corridor P, for example, three 

pavements directly superimposed one over the other repre­

sented the passage of time between Assur-nasir-pal II and 

Sargon II, a period which amounted to about 160 years. 

Elsewhere in the southern wing four main periods of occu-

pation were detected, with a fairly considerable rise in the 

last period of occupation, which must take us into the 

seventh Century B.C., ..." 

(Iraq 12, p. 180) 

"In the passage P, Fig. I, which separates Layard's wing 

from ours, the evidence from stratification is both clear and 

easy to demonstrate. There, at a depth of about 3 metres 

from the top, we found three successive stone pavements 

directly superimposed, one over the other. Of these three 

stone pavements, the bottom was inscribed with the name 

of Assur-nasir-pal II, the founder of the palace; the next 

bore the name of his son and successor, Shalmaneser III; 

the uppermost pavement, though not inscribed, corre-

sponded to pavements in JJ and H H in which room, as we 

have already stated, we found a document dated to the 

reign of King Sargon, in association with the ivories. There 

is no evidence to show that there was any substantial alter-

ation in the plan or repair of the walls throughout this pe­

riod, though some unimportant modifications were made in 

the S. E. Wing." 

(Iraq 13, pp. 2-3) 

D. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE SOURCES 

The courtyard was barely described by Layard and Mallo­

wan. 

Hall Y served as the central courtyard for the relief-de-

corated rooms of the palace. It was the second or third 

largest courtyard in the complex, ca. 27 mx36,5 m , or over 

950 Square meters in area. The largest courtyard was the 

Great Northern Courtyard, nearly three times the size of 

Y; the second largest was probably W T , the eastern face of 

which was over 50 m long4. 

The North, South and East walls of Y were discovered 

by Layard, who did not expend any significant effort trying 

to trace the western wall: it and the "West Wirig" seemed 

practically destroyed5. The Iraqi State Organization of An­

tiquities excavated here (final details as yet unreported) in 

the late 1960's and restored the walls'and buttresses based 

upon the traces of mudbrick and stone fragments which 

were discovered in the debris. The surviving wall slabs were 

reerected in situ along the restored walls, including the 

western wall of the courtyard, doorways were marked and 

an arch was built above the doorway Y(F)-f (and a second 

one above the doorway Y(S)-e). 

As reconstructed, the western wall has three entrances, 

the center of which was decorated with bull-colossi. A 

three-door entrance arrangement suggests a throneroom 

and indeed the subject matter of the fragments of relief 

found there, the stone tracks for a brazier, and the other 

special paving stones strengthen that Suggestion6 

According to the drawings published by Layard in Nin. 

I, frontispiece and M n . II, frontispiece, the southern wall 

4 If courtyard W T extended anywhere near the line of the citadel wall 

which ran some 35 m to the west, W T could have been 2 0 % or more 

larger than courtyard Y. However, since the western wall of the palace is 

estimated to have been just over 20 m away to the west - this estimate 

based upon the proposed juncture between the western wall of the north-

west corner of the complex and the southern wall of the complex at the 

southwest corner - the two courtyards might have been approximately 

the same size. See below, Chapter IV and Plan 3. 
5 Rassam seems to have noted relief fragments in what is now called 

room W G . See Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 65ff. 
6 See Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representations II, p. 70-71. 



Walls and Entrances 35 

of the courtyard had survived intact when he discovered it. 

Some of the slabs must have been dismantled to enable the 

workmen to remove the bull-colossi. A number of these 

seem not to have survived. The reconstruction of this wall 

of the courtyard relies not only on the in situ remains of the 

brick wall and slabs, but also on Layard's drawings. 

Originally, there were eighty-seven individual slabs, in­

cluding the numbering of corridor (passage) P by Layard, 

lining the courtyard. Y(P)2-4 were carved with figures of 

geniuses; all the rest were cut only with the Standard In­

scription, except slab Y - 8 (uninscribed). The cuneiform 

signs are larger and the inscriptional bands are wider on 

these slabs than on those cut both with relief and inscrip­

tion. There were 27 lines of inscription on each slab. Com­

plete or portions of about 6 0 % of these slabs survive. One 

of these slabs is now preserved in the Mosul Museum. 

The floor of the courtyard was paved with terracotta and 

stone paving slabs. Either Shalmaneser III or Sargon II re-

paired this surface with another. It is the Ashurnasirpal 

pavement that is shown on the plan. The original pavement 

was laid on a layer of sand spread across the mudbrick deck 

upon which the whole palace complex was built. This pro-

cess was repeated by the repairers. Bitumen was used as a 

sealant and fixent, as elsewhere in the palace. Underfloor 

drainage by means of clay pipes passed from the adjacent 

halls to join stonecovered troughs in this courtyard. The 

troughs led to other pipes which carried the water outside 

the palace walls, probably westward toward the Tigris 

River. The trough Covers are distinguished on the central 

part of the plan as Square pavement stones with holes in 

their centers through which the Standing water in the court­

yard could drain to the troughs below. The other holes, 

which served probably for the fastening of temporary deco-

rative elements, were plugged with mushroom-shaped pott-

ery vessels covered with a thin coat of bitumen7. The pave­

ments also anchored the stone slabs, which lined the walls 

of the courtyard, securely in place. 

Originally there were nine doorways to this courtyard, 

four of which — all buttressed, as outside entrances with 

colossi decoration were in this palace — had colossi in 

them: e, f — lion-lamassu; b, g — bull-lamassu. All the 

other doorways, except for the entranceway to passage 

(corridor) P, had decorated relief. O n the basis of the ex­

tant examples, all these geniuses were helmeted, carried 

bücket and cone, and faced the courtyard. (See below, Ca­

talogue, p. 36 f. The slab with geniuses Standing back to 

back in entrance Y(S)-a, should not be taken as an excep-

tion.) 

The only colossi still in situ are the poorly preserved lion-

lamassu in entranceway Y(F)-f. Inscribed pavements sur­

vive in rather delapidated states in entranceway Y(F)-f, 

Y(G)-c and Y(S)-a. The inscriptions are read from the 

courtyard side of the entranceways, emphasizing the fact 

that the courtyard acted as a center for access to the rooms 

that surrounded it. A paving stone was placed in the en­

trance to passage (corridor) Z at a later period. Decorated 

with lines of rosettes, it seems to be Sargonid in date8. 

Since no stone pavement was discoverd on the original sur­

face of the entrance to passage (corridor) P, any thresh­

olds, doorposts seats or paving stones may have been re­

moved in antiquity. W h e n the repairs were made, new 

pavement blocks repaved the original and then, later, the 

second surface. A different Solution seems to have been 

adopted for passage (corridor) Z9. Finally a piece of pave­

ment has been placed inside room W G at entrance 

Y(WG)-g by the Iraqi restoration team10. 

E. RELIEFS IN COLLECTIONS OUTSIDE OF NIMRÜD 

All known reliefs outside Nimrüd were identified by 

Gadd11. 

Y(G)-b-l. N e w York M M A 32.143.2 

Y(G)-b-2. London B M 118873 

Y(S)-e-l. London B M 118872 

Y(S)-e-2. N e w York M M A 32.143.1 

For the reliefs in entranceways Y(G)-c, see Meuszynski, 

Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 50. For the reliefs in Y(S)-a, see 

Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 46-47. 

F. IDENTIFICATIONS A N D R E C O N S T R U C T I O N S 

The door-colossi of Y(G)-b and Y(S)-e which were re­

moved in the nineteenth Century, were identified by 

Gadd12. The geniuses of Y(G)-c were identified by Meu­

szynski13; those of Y(S)-a by Reade14. Fragments of Z-5 

and 10 are in situ, as are many of the slabs that lined the 

courtyard walls now that the area has been reconstructed. 

The lion-colossi are shorter in length but taller in height 

than the bull-colossi. It is to be noted that the northern and 

southern walls of this courtyard are thicker than the eastern 

and western walls. The relation between the height of the 

colossi and the thickness of the wall may have something to 

do with the height of the facades (second floors?) and the 

arches on the north and south side of the courtyard. The 

walls next to the doorways decorated with colossi were but­

tressed. 

See also the discussion in section D, above. 

7 One of our suggested uses for the so-called siqqatu. 
8 Op. cit., p. 59. 
9 It is, of course, unknown what the exact sequence of events was that 

might help us date the repairs in the entrances to these two corridors. If 

the third repair of P coincides with the laying of the decorated slab in Z, 

who was responsable for removing the original thresholds and doorposts 

seats; or, are we mistaken in hypothesizing the existence of doorways to 

these passages in the first place? See above, n. 6. 
10 See the (inscribed) floor slab on the north end of room B B ( W K ) . 

op. cit., p. 72. 
11 Gadd, pp. 125-7, 234, 238. See also Reade, Iraq 27, pp. 132, 134. 
12 Loc. cit. 
13 Meuszyfiski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 49-50. 
14 Reade, Iraq 27, p. 134. 
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2. CATALOGUE 

The wall slabs are inscribed with the Standard Inscription 

in 27 ünes. Paragraph (para.) references to the end of the 

inscription are to Paley, KW, pp. 125ff. It is interesting to 

note that with the possibility of inscribing the SI alone on 

the slab without interference of figural decoration, the 

scribes did not take care to space the inscription consis-

tantly so that all the copies would end in the same place. 

Narrow and wide inscriptions end where they end, some-

times even in mid sentence. It is the inscription as inscrip­

tion that is important here, not the individual words or the 

text per se. 

Y(P)-1 (W 1.49 m) 

The slab overlaps P-2 and Stands in the entrance to corridor 

P. There is a Square hole for a closing mechanism on the 

right side of the slab in lines 8 to 11. The inscription was cut 

after the hole since no signs are missing in the text of the SI. 

The inscription ends: pa-a 1-en ü-Sä-äS-kin (para. V.I). 

(No. 2-4 are figured wall slabs in corridor P.) 

Y-5a 

Small uninscribed slab buried in the wall behind the end of 

Y-5, probably to help anchor the end of the line of stone 

slabs in place against the mudbrick wall. Clamps were used 

in the top of the slabs to hold them together. 

Y-5 (W 0.87 m) 

Narrow slab. No information available about the inscrip­

tion on this slab. 

Y-6 (W 1.68 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: Sä kurE a-

di-ni (para. VI.C). 

Y-7 (W 2.08 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: ina KÄ 

(MES)-Sä ü-re-ti (para. VII.B). 

Y-8 (W 1.47 m) 

Wide slab which Stands in front of an area (alcove?) in the 

wall which may once have been the northern end of a corri­

dor to the harem area of the palace. The southern end was 

closed off with brick fill. What remains is a closed space, 

which may once have been lined with slabs. (Another area 

in the wall is to be found further east in corridor P.). It is 

the only uninscribed slab in courtyard Y. 

Y-9 (W 2.26 m) 

Wide slab that fronts the north end of the eastern wall of 

room S. The slab abuts the back of the northern end of 

Y(S)-a-l. The inscription ends: ina KÄ(MES)-*d ü-re-ti 

(para. VII.B). 

Y-10 (W 2.04 m) 

Wide slab at the Southern end of a wall segment on the east 

side of the courtyard. The southern edge of the slab abuts 

the back of the western end of Y(P)-1 and the western end 

of P-2. The inscription ends: ina lib-bi ü-kin (the end of the 

SI). 

Y-ll (W 1.94 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: ina KÄ-

(MES)-sä ü-re-ti (para. VLB). 

Y-12 (W 1.93 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: ü-ma-am 

KUR(MES)-e u A.AB.BA(MES) sä DMpi-li BABBAR-e 

(«) aMpa-ru-te (para. VII.B). 

Y-13 (W 1.91 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: ina lib-bi 

ü-kin (the end of the SI). 

Y-14 (W 1.83 m) 

Wide slab. There is no information about the inscription. 

Y-15 (W 2.16 m) 

Wide slab. There is no information about the inscription. 

Y-16(W 2.11m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: ina lib-bi 

ü-kin (the end of the SI). 

Y-17(W 1.60 m) 

Narrower slab with large signs. This slab is at the northern 

end of this segment of wall and at entrance Y(G)-c. The in­

scription ends: u kmHat-te u sä mLu-bar-na - the end of the 

line is eroded (para. VII.C). 

Y(G)-c-2 (W. 0.77 m) 

The western end of the slab abuts the back of Y-17. The 

genius faces court Y. For this figure see Meuszynski, Relief­

darstellungen I, pp. 49-50, pl. 10.2. 
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Inscribed pavement slab between Y(G)-c-l and 2. The in­

scription is nearly completely obliterated. Only a few signs 

survive. Based on preserved inscriptions and parts of in­

scriptions in other doorways, the inscription was probably a 

shortened version of the SI15. 

Y(G)-c-l (W 0.74 m) 

See Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pp. 49-50, pl. 10.2. 

The western end of the slab once abutted the back of Y-18. 

The genius faced court Y. 

The wall segment between doorway Y(G)-c and Y(G)-b is 

destroyed and was not in existence in Layard's time. This 

means that Y-18 to Y-25 are missing. 

Entrance Y(G)-b has been restored based upon the con-

figuration of entrance Y(F)-f, that is, with buttresses. The 

colossi in this entrance were removed; one is in the Metro­

politan Museum of Art in New York, the other is the Brit­

ish Museum, London. 

Y(G)-b-2 (L 2.81 m; W 0.62 m; Hj 2.91 m; H2 3.28 m) 

PI. 6.2 

London. BM 118873 (50-12-28,1 = N.G. 77). Winged, hu­

man-headed lion (or lioness) with five legs, facing (—»). The 

helmet has three horns. The figure has human ears with 

conventional earrings. There is a halter rope around the 

animal's midriff. This figure and its pair in New York are 

taller than the bulls in entrances Y(F)-f and Y(S)-e, but not 

as long. This is probably because of the planned widths and 

heights of the walls — those of the east and west side of the 

courtyard may not have supported second floors, while 

those on the north and south did. The inscription begins be­

hind the tail of the animal and continues between the legs 

as follows: 

Behind the tail: E.GAL .. to .. Sä-ina siäTUKUL-ri 

DINGIR(MES) GAL(MES) (line 6) 

Between the rear legs: EN(MES)-SM. DU.DU-k-mfl .. 

to .. M A N EN(MES)-<? mu-la-it (line 18) 

Between the middle legs: ek-su-te a-pi-ir Sä-lum-ma-te .. 

to .. KA-fl e-ta-nam-du-ru (line 22) 

The inscription then omits ü-sa-pu-ü EN-ri .. to .. ü-Sä-

pa-ri a-gi-iS ü-ma-'-ru-ni (line 25) 

Between the front legs: ina qi-bit ASSur .. to .. ina 

sisGIGIR(MES)-ia pa-tu-te (line 41) 

Bibliography. Gadd, pp. 125ff.; Schäfer-Andrae, 508f.; Reade, Iraq 27, 

132f.; Madhloom, pl. L X X , 1; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, 

pp. 49-50, p. 10,2. 

The pavements, threshold and doorpost seats are missing. 

Y(G)-b-l (L 2.76 m; W 0.61 m; Ht 2.95 m; H2 3.34 m) 

PI. 6.2 

New York, MMA 32.143.2. Winged, human-headed lion 

wearing three-horned helmet and facing («-). It has human 

ears and conventional earrings, five legs and a halter 

around its midriff. The inscription begins between the front 

legs as follows: 

Between front legs: E.GAL .. to .. hur-Sä-ni DU-Si-na i-

pe-lu-ma (line 6) 

Between the middle legs: bi-lat-su-nu — to EN-ti-[Sü] 

MAN(MES)-m (line 20) 

Between the rear legs: ek-du-te la pa-du-te .. to .. lu as-

bat (line 27) 

Behind figure: ina UD-me-Sü-ma .. to .. iq-bu-ni (line 

40) 

Bibliography: Porada-Hare, p. 8 (right); Crawford-Harper-Pittman, 

fig. 18 (p. 26) 

Slabs Y-26 and Y-27 are missing. 

Y-28 (W 1.76 m) 

Wide slab on the front of the northern buttress. The in­

scription, with large signs, is eroded but ended: ina lib-bi ü-

kin (the end of the SI). 

Y-29 (W. 1.74 m) 

Wide slab on the front of the northern buttress. The in­

scription, with large signs, is eroded but ended: a-di U G U 

A(MES) lu ü-Sä-pil ... (para. VI.D) 

Y-30 (W 1.27 m) 

Narrower slab on the front of the northern end of the 

northern buttress on the eastern wall of the courtyard, bro­

ken below the end of the inscription and badly eroded. 

Y-31 and Y-32 (W. 0.88 m; W 0.46 m) 

In a niche in the wall created by the end of the northern 

buttress and the north wall of the courtyard. No informa­

tion about the inscription or the preservation of the slabs is 

available. 

Y-33 (W 1.18 m) 

Narrow slab in the corner, the first on the northern wall of 

the courtyard. The slab is broken below the inscription and 

badly eroded. 

Y-34 (W 1.78 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: URU Su-ü 

e-na-ah-ma is-lal U R U Su-ü (para. VLB) 

Y-35 (W 1.89 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The inscription ends: E.GAL 

&e-ri-ni E.GAL ̂ SUR.MIN (para. VIIA) 

15 Information about these pavement inscriptions was shared by John 

M. Russell who is preparing a catalogue of inscriptions in doorways of As­

syrian palaces. 
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Y-36(W 1.80 m) 

Wide slab with large signs. The Inscription ends: a-di U G U 

A(MES) lu ü-Sä-pil (para. VI.D.) 

Y-37 (W 0.81 m) 

Narrow slab at the eastern end of the eastern buttress on 

the northern wall of the courtyard at doorway Y(F)-f. The 

inscription ends: u A.AB.BA GAL-fe kaTLa-qi-e (para. 

IV.B.2) 

Y-38 (W 2.00 m) 

Wide slab on the front of the eastern buttress of doorway 

Y(F)-f. The inscription is broken but the last line can be 

read as: &e-ri-ni «i5SUR.MIN [...] AN.NA(MES) KUR-ri 

SU-Ja [...] (MES) (para. VII.C) 

Y-39 (W 2.09 m) 

Wide slab on the front of the eastern buttress of doorway 

Y(F)-f. The inscription ends: ü-Se-zi-iz ü-si-im (para. 

VII.B)16 

Y-40(W 2.17 m) 

Wide slab on the front of the eastern buttress of doorway 

Y(F)-f. This piece makes the corner of the buttress at the 

entrance. The end of slab Y-41 rests against the back of its 

western edge. The inscription ends: ina lib-bi ü-kin (the 

endof theSI). (Figs. 8;10). 

Y-41 (W 0.85 m) 

Narrow slab on the western end of the eastern buttress of 

doorway Y(F)-f. This is a whole slab, eroded at the top. 

The inscription ends: umRa-pi-qi ana GIR-Sü ü-Sek-ni-Sä 

(para. IV.B.2). (Figs. 8;10). 

Y-42 (W 0.50 m) 

Narrow slab in the alcove created by the end of the buttress 

and the right side of the bull-colossus. This is a whole slab, 

badly eroded, especially on the left side near to the colossus 

and on the top. Y-41-42 and the colossus itself are missing 

several centimeters off their tops. The inscription ends: 

MU-[ia mu-Sar]-bu-ü (para. IV.A.l.). (Figs. 8;10). 

Y(F)-f-l (L 3.58 m; W 0.64 m; H: 1.80 m existing -

2.90 m reconstructed; H 2 2.75 m existing - 3.10 m recon­

structed) PI. 6.1 

In situ. Human-headed, bull-eared, winged bull with five 

legs (Figs. 8.10), facing right (̂ >). The helmet has eroded 

away. There is also damage across the whole top of the 

slab, including the upper feathers of the wings and the be­

ginning of the inscription behind them. As explained above 

the slab is longer than that upon which the lion-colossi of 

Y(G)-b were carved, to support the wider wall at this end 

of the courtyard. This gives more space for the inscription 

behind the figure: the figure itself is approximately the 

same size, though if restored based upon the better pre­

served pair in London and New York which are assigned to 

entranceway Y(S)-e, it is taller. 

There is a C-shaped stone in the pavement in front of the 

bull. The stone looks to be a seat for a doorpost - it is even 

stepped - but of a type different from those in room B and 

assigned to room W K (BB): it is not a pavement slab with a 

hole for the post carved out of it. Also, it is not inscribed. It 

is difficult to think of a doorway and doorpost obscuring 

figural decoration in this palace considering the pains taken 

by the planners to assure clear viewing of all such carved 

slabs. It may be part of the restoration of the palace in anti-

quity, or in modern times. 

The inscription begins near the left edge of the slab and 

is eroded at the beginning of the first ca. 26 lines which 

mentions the palace, the king and the two generations that 

preceded him. 

Behind the figure, the first readable signs are: la a-

di-ru giäLAL (line 4). The first completely readable line 

begins: ana si-hir-ti-Sä kmSu-hi a-di umRa-pi-qi ... (line 

12). The column ends: sä ina qi-it-ru-ub EN-ti-Sü M A N ­

NES)-«/ (line 20) 

Between the rear legs: ek-du-te la pa-dute .. to .. Sä 
dE-a M A N ZU.AB i-si-man-ni a-na iä-si (line 23) 

Between middle legs: DINGIR(MES) GAL(MES) Sä 

AN-e u Kl-tim .. to .. anal KUR-ia ASSur lu ub-la-Si-na 

(line 31) 

Between front legs: ina uruKal-hi .. to .. ina E e-sir lu 

ad-di-Sü-nu (line 34) 

Bibliography: Salman, Sumer 29, pl. 3 a; Ameen Agha - al-Iraqi, Nimrüd 

figs. 13, 14; Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 39. 

Pavements in doorway Y(F)-f (L 3.32 m; W 2.16 m). 

Between the two bulls is an eroded pavement stone broken 

into four parts. It was inscribed with what seems to be a 

complete text of the Standard Inscription. There is a 

Channel cut on the western side of the stone to Channel 

water out of room F into the courtyard. 

On the courtyard side of this pavement stone are the re­

mains of an uninscribed threshold broken into seven frag­

ments. 

Y(F)-f-2 (L 3.52 ,m; W 0.58 m; H2 2.85 m existing -

2.90 m reconstructed; H 2 1.60 m existing - 3.10 m recon­

structed) PI. 6.1 

Winged, human-headed bull (Figs. 9. 10). The stone has 

eroded badly. Most of the front of the figure is missing and 

16 The pronoun £ is omitted, but this happens elsewhere. See Brook­

lyn 55.147 - ü-Sar-rih(-si): Paley, KW, p. 132, n. 11. 
17 See above, note 3. 
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the details of the feathers on the wing are almost oblit-

erated. The inscription is also badly damaged, especially 

between the front legs and behind the wing at the top of the 

slab. The slab is longer than those of entrance Y(G)-b be­

cause of the width of the wall in which it Stands. This is the 

same as its pair, Y(F)-f-l. 

The inscription is preserved as follows: 

Between the front legs. Eroded except for signs at 

very few points where the surface survives. The section 

ends: ina malki(MES) Sä kib-rat (line 3) 

Between the middle legs: LIMMU-ta Sä-nin-Sü la-a 

TUK-ti .. to .. (the last lines are also damaged) 
kmLu-ul-[lu]-me-e D A G A L ( M E S ) ina qireb (line 9) 

Between the rear legs: tam-ha-ri ina s i lTUKUL(MES) 

.. to .. idSu-ub-na-at a-di kmÜ-ra-ar-ti (line 13) 

Behind the figure: Eroded and unevenly preserved un-

til (the first entirely readable line) dan-nu-te ana pe-li 

suk-nu-se ü Sä-pa-ri a-gi-iS ü-ma-i'-ru-ni (line 25) .. to .. 

la ta-ta-pil ina pa-an ASSur ZI Si-i TI (line 39) 

The inscription goes right to the left edge of the stone. 

There is some damage, especially behind the knot in the 

tail. 

Bibliography. Salman, Sumer 29, pl. 3a; A m e e n Agha - al-Iraqi, fig. 13; 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 49. 

The arch above the figures has been restored with new 

burnt bricks and with fragments of glazed brick found in 

the debris. The arch Springs from the wall behind the door 

colossi rather from the top of the colossi themselves. This is 

understandable in a reconstruction of a part of the palace 

which is not well preserved. The tops of the figures, as 

noted, are eroded away and the slabs themselves are 

cracked in many places. Y(F)-f-l has been clamped to­

gether so as not to fall apart. The arch was constructed so 

as not to damage the bulls. 

The result may give the wrong impression, especially of 

the shape of the arch. In fact, it is reminiscent of the Sargo-

nid arch, preserved at the time of discovery by the French 

at Khorsabad. Originally the arch should have sprung from 

the top of the colossi slabs. Slots for anchoring metal 

clamps, wood and brick were discovered on the tops of the 

"yellow limestone bulls" of doorway B-b18 W e assume that 

the slots were a feature of all the colossi, for the purpose of 

anchoring slabs and arch together. The shape of the arch 

may also have been different. 

Several of the glazed bricks had cuneiform signs painted 

on them and they have been mounted as part of the arch 

decoration along with semicircular bricks. The various 

bricks have been arranged to approximate the placement of 

a short inscription along the front of the arch. The inscrip­

tion included the identification Statement that this was the 

palace of Ashurnasirpal, king of Assyria, and gave his line-

Y-43 ( W 0.51 m ) 

Slab in the alcove to the west of Y(F)-f-2. It suffered the 

same damage as the front of the adjoining bull-colossus, 

especially at the top of the slab. The inscription ends: ana 

GIR-Sü ü-Sek-ni-Sä (para. IV.B.2) (Figs. 9.10). 

Y-44 (W 0.86 m) 

Slab on the eastern end of the western buttress of entrance­

way Y(F)-f. The surface of the upper third of the slab is 

broken off. The inscription ends: M A N Sä T A e-ber-tan 

'"HAL.HAL (para. IV.B.2) (Figs. 9.10). 

Y-45 (W 2.10 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 

western buttress of entranceway Y(F)-f. The slab is eroded 

on top and on the side nearest the doorway. The end of the 

inscription is illegible. The last readable signs are: ina K Ä -

(MES)-sd ü-re-ti (para. VII.B). There is room for about 20 

more signs which means that the text ended short of the 

phrase: ina lib-bi ü-kin (Fig. 10). 

Y-46 (W 2.06 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 

western buttress of entranceway Y(F)-f. The slab was bro­

ken horizontally across the area of the inscription so that 

lines 20—22 are mostly destroyed on the right side and the 

last readable signs on line 27 are a-na ma-'a-diS a[l-qa-a. 

The inscription originally ended: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-47 (W 2.16 m) 

Poorly preserved slab on the western end of the face of the 

western buttress of entranceway Y(F)-f. The slab was wide 

and had large cuneiform signs. Much of line 27 is missing, 

but the last sign is preserved. The inscription ended: ina 

lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-48-51 

A small alcove was created by these slabs which comprise 

the western end of the western buttress (Y-48) of entrance­

way Y(F)-f, a wall slab on the northern wall of the court­

yard Y-49), and two slabs which make its northwest corner 

(Y-50-51). Small fragments of slabs are laying on the 

ground and Standing against the reconstructed brick walls. 

N o complete slabs survive and there is no information 

about the inscriptions. 

18 See above the discussion of the reconstruction of the center of the fa­

cade of the throneroom on the south side of the Great Northern Court­

yard, pp. 17 ff. 
19 For a photo of the available bricks and brick fragments with deco­

ration, see A m e e n Agha — al-Iraqi, Nimrüd, figs. 15, 16. 
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Y(WG)-h-2.4 

Y(WG)-h is a reconstructed doorway in the western wall of 

courtyard Y. The Iraqi restoration points to Single slabs on 

the northern and southern sides of this entrance. Based on 

other doorway figures in the existing entrances of courtyard 

Y, of secondary importance: Y(G)-c and Y(S)-a, we re-

store here two slabs decorated with two genies Standing 

back to back, one facing courtyard Y and a second one fac­

ing room W G . 

The pavement in this doorway probably had all or a part 

of the SI inscribed on it. None survives. 

Y(WG)-h-1.3 

In this place would be a symmetrical arrangement on the 

opposite side of this entranceway. Two genies Standing 

back to back, facing courtyard Y and room W G , respec­

tively. 

Y-52a 

The restoration puts a narrow slab in this position, the back 

of which abuts the eastern end of Y(WG)-h-l. 

Y-52 

The restoration puts this slab at the end of the northern 

buttress of Y(WG)-g on the western wall of the courtyard. 

Its western end would have leaned against the left side of 

Y-52a. A narrow slab, it would have had an abbreviated 

version of the SI. 

Y-53(W 1.26 m) 

Narrow slab on the face of the northern buttress of entran­

ceway Y(WG)-g, on the western wall of courtyard Y. The 

right end of the slab abuts the back of the left side of Y-52. 

The inscription ends: a-na Ü K U ( M E S ) KUR-ia am-nu 

(para. IV.B.5). 

Y-54 (W 1.79 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 

northern buttress of entranceway Y(WG)-g, on the western 

wall of courtyard Y. The inscription ends: E . G A L &mes-

ka[n-ni E.GA]L ^bu-ut-ni (para. VII.A). 

Y-55(W 1.72 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 

northern buttress of the entranceway Y(WG)-g, on the 

western wall of the courtyard. The inscription ends: 

E.[GAL] siäSUR.MIN E . G A L päda]p-ra-ni (para. VII.A). 

Y-56 and Y-57 

These two slabs are missing. Y-56 formed the southern end 

of the northern buttress of Y(WG)-g, its right end abutted 

the back of the left end of Y-55. Y-57 formed the corner of 

the alcove of the same entrance with Y-56. There is no in­

formation about the inscriptions, but the size of the slab 

suggests abbreviated Standard Inscriptions as in entrance 
Y(F)-f. 

Y(WG)-g-l (L ~ 2.90 m; W ~ 0.62 m; Hx ~ 2.90 m; H2 ~ 

3.30 m ) PI. 7.2 

Missing. Human-headed, winged lion wearing a horned 

helmet, facing (—>). This figure would match Y(G)-b-2 and 

would be inscribed with the appropriate inscription. The 

width of the restored western wall of the courtyard suggests 

that this lion colussus was the same size as the one on the 

opposite side of the courtyard. 

The pavement, threshold and door seats that would have 

been placed in this doorway are missing. A pavement slab 

with a small Step on its western side has been placed on the 

room WG-side of the entranceway; but whether or not this 

is the original position for this slab is not clear. 

Y(WG)-g-2 (L ~ 2.90 m; W ~ 0.62 m; Hj ~ 2.90 m; H2 ~ 

3.30 m ) PI. 7.2 

Missing. Human-headed, winged lion wearing a horned 

helmet, facing (<—). This figure woüld match Y(G)-b-l and 

would be inscribed with the appropriate inscription. The 

width of the restored western wall of the courtyard suggests 

that this lion colossus was the same size as the one on the 

opposite side of the courtyard. 

Y-58 

Missing. A narrow slab on the western wall, in the alcove 

beside the lion colossus. The inscription would have been 

abbreviated. 

Y-59 

Missing. A narrow slab on the northern end of the southern 

buttress of entranceway Y(WG)-g, set at a right angle to 

Y-58, its right end abutting against the left side of that slab, 

and forming the corner of the southern side of the alcove. 

The inscription would have been abbreviated. 

Y-60(W 2.14 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 

southern buttress of entranceway Y(WG)-g, on the western 

wall of courtyard Y. The slab is badly damaged. Much of 

the bottom of the slab is broken away and the rest has been 

elevated to simulate the position of the surviving frag­

ments. The last readable signs on line 27 are: ü-re-ti K Ü -

B A B B A R [...] [ZABAR(MES) AN.BAR] (MES) 

(KUR-ti SU-ia) Sä KUR.KUR [...] (para. VII.C) 

Y-61 (W 2.08 m) 

Wide slab with large cuneiform signs, on the face of the 
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southern buttress of entranceway Y(WG)-g, on the western 

wall of courtyard Y. The inscription ends: Z A B A R ( M E S ) 

[$U-i]a Sä K U R . [ K U R ... There may be enough room for 

the remainder of the SI to ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-62 

Missing. The southernmost slab on the face of the southern 

buttress of entranceway Y(WG)-g, on the western wall of 

courtyard Y. This was a narrow slab and most probably had 

an abbreviated inscription. 

Y-63 

Missing. This slab was on the end of the southern buttress 

of entranceway Y(WG)-g. Its right end abutted the back 

left side of Y-62. The slab was narrow and most probably 

had an abbreviated SI. 

Y-64 

Missing. This slab made the right angle with Y-63 and was 

placed on the western wall of courtyard Y. A narrow slab, 

it most probably had an abbreviated inscription. 

Y-65(W 2.15 m) 

Wide slab, badly damaged. About half of the inscription is 

gone from the right side of the last line (27). The last read­

able signs are: K Ü . B A B B A R ( M E S ) GUSKIN(MES) 

A N . N A ( M E S ) Z A B A R A N . B A R [...]. It is then eroded 

for about 10 more signs and the end is completely broken 

away. The text could have ended: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-66 (W 2.16 m) 

This is the last slab before entranceway Y(WG)-d. It is 

badly broken and part of the lower left hand side of the slab 

is gone. Originally, the right end of Y(WG)-d-2 rested 

against the back of the left end of this slab. It was a wide ex-

ample; the inscription, mostly ereoded away, ended: ina 

lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y(WG)-d-2.4 

Missing. Based upon the parallels in the restorable en­

tranceways to courtyard Y, here should be two slabs deco­

rated with two genies Standing back to back, one facing 

courtyard Y, and a second one — facing room W G . See ab­

ove, Y WG-h. 

No pavement slab, threshold or seats for a doorpost are 

preserved. 

Y(WG)-d-1.3 

Missing. The matching pairs to Y(WG)-2.4. Two geniuses 

Standing back to back, one facing courtyard Y, and a sec­

ond one-facing room W G . See above, Y(WG)-h. 

Y-67 

Missing. A wide slab on the wall, south of entranceway 

Y(WG)-d. Originally, the left end of Y(WG)-d-l abutted 

the back of the left side of this slab. The inscription may 

have been complete to: ina lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-68 

Missing. A wide slab on the wall, south of entranceway 

Y(WG)-d. The inscription may have been complete to: ina 

lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-69 

Missing. A wide slab on the wall, south of entranceway 

Y(WG)-d. The inscription may have been complete to: ina 

lib-bi ü-kin. 

Y-70 

Only a fragment of this wide slab is in situ - about one 

third of the lower left hand section. It is the last slab on this 

section of wall before the entrance to corridor (passage) Z. 

The last line of the inscription (27) is preserved as follows: 

A N . B A R ( M E S ) KUR-ri SU-[ia ... (para. VII.C). There 

would have been room for the remainder of the text of the 

SI. 

Z-10 and Z-5. Entranceway to corridor (passage Z). For 

these reliefs and the pavement stone between them, see Pa­

ley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 62—64. Both 

figures face courtyard Y. N o original threshold or seats for 

doorposts are preserved. 

Y-71 (W 1.49 m) 

Wide slab on the south wall of courtyard Y. Its right side is 

tucked behind the left edge of Z-5. N o information is avail-

able about the inscription. 

Y-72 (W 2.00 m) 

Wide slab on the south wall of courtyard Y. N o information 

is available about the inscription. 

Y-73 (W 1.45 m) 

Narrow slab on the south wall of courtyard Y. This slab 

makes a corner with Y-74. N o information is available 

about the inscription. 

Y-74 (W 1.00 m) 

Narrow slab on the western end of the western buttress of 

entranceway Y(S)-e. The inscription ends: a-di karHaS-mar 

(para. IV.B.5). 
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Y-75 ( W 0.66 m ) 

Narrow slab on the face of the western buttress of entrance­

way Y(S)-e. N o information is available about the inscrip­

tion. 

Y-76(W 2.10 m) 

Wide slab on the face of the western buttress of entrance­

way Y(S)-e. 

Y-77 

Missing. Wide slab on the eastern end of the western but­

tress of entranceway Y(S)-e. 

Y-78 

Missing. Narrow slab on the eastern end of the western but­

tress of doorway Y(S)-e. 

Y-79 

Missing. Narrow slab on the south wall of courtyard Y, in 

the western alcove of entranceway Y(S)-e. This slab and 

Y-78 make the corner of this part of the alcove. 

Y(S)-e-2 (L 3.10 m; W 0.61 m; Hx 2.89 m; H2 3.09 m) 

PI. 7.1 

New York MMA 32. 143.1. Winged, human-headed bull-

lamassu with five legs. The figure wears a three horned hel­

met and faces (—>). O n the size of this figure relative to the 

other door colossi that face this courtyard, see above 

Y(WG)-g, Y(F)-f, and Y(G)-b. 

The inscription is preserved as follows: 

Behind the figure: E . G A L .. to .. a-di kmLab-na-na u 
kmne-reb (line 11) 

Between the rear legs: G I M dISKUR ra-hi-se .. to .. 

mu-la-it ek-su-te a-pi-ir (linie 18) 

Between the middle legs: Sä-lum-ma-te la (a)di-ru 

» §LAL .. to .. A[N].NA(MES) (line 29) 

Between the front legs: Z A B A R ( M E S ) Ü T U L ( M E S ) 

Z A B A R .. to .. ü-sä-li-di (line 35) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, frontispiece; Layard, Nin. II, frontispiece; 

Gadd, pp. 127, 134; Porada-Hare, p. 8; Paley, KW, p. 72, BMetMus 

1933, p. 17; M M A , Guide (1966), fig. 29; Meuszynski, AA 1976, p. 471; 

Crawford-Harper-Pittman, fig. 18 (p. 26); Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Re­
presentation II, p. 49. 

There are no thresholds, pavements stones or seats for 

doorposts preserved in this entranceway. 

Y(S)-e-l (L 3.14 m; W 0.60 m; Hx 2.89 m; H2 3.10 m) 

PI. 7.1 

London B M 118872 (50-12-28.2 = N.G. 76). Winged, hu­

man-headed buü-lamassu with five legs. The figure wears a 

three-horned helmet and faces (<^-). For the size of this fig­

ure relative to other door colossi facing room Y, see 

Y(WG)-g, Y(F)-f, and Y(G)-b. 

The inscription is preserved as follows: 

Between the front legs: E . G A L .. to .. mu-pa-ri-ru 
(line 5) 

Between the middle legs: ki-is-ri mul-tar-hi.. to .. ana 

mi-is-ri KUR-ia [ü]-te-ri (line 15) 

Between the rear legs: T A kmne-re-be sä kmBa-bi-te .. 

to .. ü-sä-az-ni-ni (line 22) 

Behind the figure: nab-li mul-mul-li .. to .. am-hur-

Sü-nu (line 31) 

Bibliography: Layard, Nin. I, frontispiece; Layard, Nin. II, frontispiece, 

pp. 74ff.; Budge, AS, pl. V; Gadd, pp. 127, 134; Reade, Iraq 27, p. 134; 

Strommenger, 5000 years, pls. 198-9; Paley, KW, p. 72; Madhloom, 

pl. LXX,2; Meuszynski, AA 1976, p. 470; Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Re­

presentation II, p. 49. 

Y-80 

Missing. Narrow slab in the eastern alcove of entrance 

Y(S)-e, on the southern wall of the courtyard. It made the 

corner with Y-81. 

Y-81 

Missing. Narrow slab in the eastern alcove of entrance 

Y(S)-e, on the western end of the eastern buttress of the 

doorway. See above, Y-80. Its left end abutted the rear of 

the right side of Y-82. 

Y-82 

Missing. Wide slab on the face of the eastern buttress of en­

tranceway Y(S)-e, on the southern wall of courtyard Y. 

Y-83 

Missing. Wide slab on the face of the eastern buttress of en­

tranceway Y(S)E-e, on the southern wall of courtyard Y. 

Y-84 (western leg W 0.60 m; southern leg W 0.82 m) 

Corner slab at the eastern end of the eastern buttress of en­

tranceway Y(S)-e, on the southern wall of the courtyard. 

This is the only such slab in the courtyard. N o information 

is available about the inscription. 

Y-85 (W 0.41 m) 

Narrow slab on the eastern end of the eastern buttress of 

entranceway Y(S)-e, at entranceway Y(S)-a. The left side 

of the slab is tucked slightly behind the right side of Y(S) 

-a-2. There is no information about the inscription avail­

able. 

Y(S)-a, 1 and 2. On these two slabs which form the entran­

ceway to room S, east of the eastern buttress of entrance­

way Y(S)-e, see Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation 

II, pp. 46-47. The geniuses facing courtyard Y wear hel-

mets and carry paus and cones. The left end of Y(S)-a-l ab­

utted the rear of the right side of Y-9. 
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Pavement in the entranceway (L 2.53 m; W 0.84 m ) . 

The narrow pavement slab between the two wall reliefs was 

inscribed with the Standard Inscription, the end of which is 

eroded away. H o w much of the füll text of the SI cannot be 

determined any longer. The last clear signs are u A.AB.BA 

... (para. IV.B.2). There were originally more than 46 

lines of text on the slab. 



IV. Courtyard W T 

1. WALLS AND ENTRANCES 

A. PRESENT CONDITION 

This chapter will review some of the information collected 

for the discussion of the West Wing in Relief Representa­

tion II, pp. 65-7, 72-3. Also see Reliefdarstellungen I, 

Plans 1.2; Relief Representations II, Plans 1.2. Restoration 

by the Iraqi State Organization of Antiquities did not ex-

tend beyond a segment of wall between entrances W T (BB/ 

WK)-d and WT(BB/WK)-b and the area immediately 

around WT(BB/WK)-a, including the eastern parts of 

rooms A B and A A . It was in WT(BB/WK)-a that Layard 

discovered a pair of winged lion-colossi. W e have no cur-

rent information concerning the Status or preservation of 

the colossi beyond the record left to us by Layard in his 

publications and a Single drawing. Our restoration below is 

therefore very hypothetical. The edge of the citadel mound 

and the beginning of the descent to the old bed of the Tigris 

begins just beyond the remains of the eastern fafade of 

WT. 

B. ACCORDING TO LAYARD 

Western Faqade and WK 

"The two gateways formed by the sphinxes with the human 

form to the waist (see woodcut at head of chapter XVI), 

appear to have flanked a grand centre portal to which they 

were united on both sides, as in Sennacherib's palace, by 

colossal figures of human-headed bulls and lions and 

winged priests. The remains of no other great entrance to 

the palace have yet been discovered, but I have little doubt 

from several indications in the ruins, that there was a simi­

lar fafade on the river side, and that a terrace, ascended by 

the broad flight of Steps, overlooked the Tigris." 

(Nin.Bab. pp. 654-5 - see also plan III in that publica­

tion.) 

Entrance to chamber "BB" (WK) 

"A pair of winged lions, the heads and Upper part destro­

yed, were also discovered. They appear to form an en­

trance into a Chamber, were admirably designed and very 

carefully executed... I uncovered only the upper part of 

these sculptures." 

( M B . I, pp. 59-60; see also p. 64) 

"The workmen were directed to dig behind the small lions, 

which appeared to form an entrance, and to be connected 

with other walls. After removing much earth, a few un­

sculptured slabs were discovered, fallen from their places, 

and broken in many pieces. The sides of the room of which 

they had originally formed a part could not be traced." 

( M B . I p. 70) 

Appendix: 

"Unsculptured slabs, the greater part destroyed. Entrance 

a is formed by two small winged lions." 

(Nin. I, p. 317) 

Chamber "AB" 

"The newly discovered chamber was part of the north-west 

palace, and adjoined a room previously explored. (It was 

parallel to, and to the south of, the chamber marked A A , 

in the plan of the north-west palace. [Nineveh and its re­

mains, vol. I, Plan III.]) Its only entrance was to the west, 

and almost on the edge of the mound. It must, conse-

quently, have opened upon a gallery or terrace running 

along the river front of the building. The walls were of sun-

dried brick, panelled round the bottom with large burnt 

bricks, about three feet high, placed one against the other. 

They were coated with bitumen, and, like those forming 

the pavement, were inscribed with the name and usual 

titles of the royal founder of the building. In one corner, 

and partly in a kind of recess, was a well, the mouth of 

which was formed by brickwork about three feet high. Its 

sides were also bricked down to the conglomerate rock, 

and holes had been left at regulär intervals for descent. 

When first discovered it was choked with earth. The work­

men emptied it until they came, at the depth of nearly sixty 

feet, to brackish water. (Few wells in the plains bordering 

on the Tigris yield sweet water.)"(M«. Bab., pp. 176-177) 
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c. C O M P A R A T I V E A N A L Y S I S O F T H E S O U R C E S 

It is not certain whether Layard meant the WT-facade we 

hypothesize here, or an entrance on the river-side of the 

palace which fronted the Northwest Wing of the palace and 

passage to the Great Northern Courtyard. Mallowan seems 

to have had the latter opinion at the beginning of his delibe-

rations. See above, Chapter I, p. 9. 

The size of the courtyard depends on how one recon-

structs the western wall of the citadel mound and the west­

ern wall of the palace. See below. 

W e assume that there was no figural decoration on the 

wall slabs of this courtyard as in courtyard Y. Layard men-

tioned that a few fragments of unsculptured slabs were 

found "behind" the lion-colossi. However, we have consid­

ered other possibilities. 

The lion-colossi of entranceway WT(BB/WK)-a should 

still be in situ. Despite Layard's remark that he did not 

have the lions completely excavated by his workmen, there 

does exist a drawing of a figure, shown to the socle, from 

the south side of the doorway. The first signs of each col-

u m n of the preserved inscription are marked on the draw­

ing. Also, the variants of the inscription on these lions are 

buried in the footnotes to this text as published in Inscrip­

tions in Cuneiform Character, pl. 43—5. 

The passage citing the excavation of Chambers " A A " 

and " A B " explains the damage to the palace at its furthest, 

preserved, western extremity. The well mentioned there is 

not indicated on our plan (Relief Representations II, Plans 

1.2). 

D. RECONSTRUCTION 

We begin with a discussion of the size and shape of this 

courtyard. Since the placement on the plan of the western, 

northern and southern walls of the Space is a matter of con-

jecture, this is a difficult subject to broach. The reconstruc­

tion on Plan 3, comes from the following deliberations (see 

above, p. 40: 

1. The line of the western wall of the courtyard is estab-

lished by assuming that: 

a. the external walls of the palace on the east and west 

were the same width; 

b. the corner at W T 19 was an inside corner of a room, the 

western wall of which was the western wall of the pa­

lace; and 

c. that the southern wall of the palace made a corner with 

the western wall, (The exact position of the southwest 

corner makes little difference as long as the configu-

ration of the framework (grid) within which the palace 

itself is placed can help determine the direction and Situ­

ation of the western wall). 

The result is a wall ca. 23 m to the west of the eastern fa­

cade of the courtyard. Whether this wall had an entrance or 

entrances which might have led to a narrow street between 

it and the acropolis wall, or to a bridge crossing to the ram-

parts of the acropolis wall, is pure speculation. The tech-

nical engineering for the later type of construction was 

surely at hand1. 

2. The position of the northern wall of the space is in-

ferred by adding a fourth room to (the remains of) three 

small rooms west of the throneroom complex. The south-

east corner of the southern wall of this set of rooms as pre­

served, suggests that the corridor's west wall continued fur-

ther south. 

The reconstruction has been limited to one more room, 

slightly narrower than the others. The line of the crossing 

wall at the southwest corner of room W I has been used as 

the limit of this group of small rooms. Access to these 

(now) four small Chambers cannot be marked on the plan 

because of preservation, but it is assumed that there were 

doorways both on the courtyard WT-side and on the North­

east Wing-side, as well as from one to the other. Another 

small room also been added across from and east at the 

fourth room, with an entrance to it from the corridor. 

3. It is even more difficult to locate the position of the 

southern wall. The area around entrance W T ( B B ) W K - a 

seems empty enough to suggest that the southern wall of 

the courtyard should be an extension of the wall that di-

vides room A A from A B . A corridor has been provided 

west of rooms A A and A B , opposite the reconstructed cor­

ridor leading away from the north wall, the idea copied 

from the positions of corridors P and Z at two sides of one 

end of courtyard Y. Additional rooms must therefore be 

provided to fill the Space limited by the proposed walls in 

the reconstruction on the plan. 

The result is a long rectangular courtyard, ca. 49 m long 

x 23 m wide, or 1127 sq. meters in area, the second largest 

courtyard known in the palace. See above the discussion of 

the size of courtyard Y, p. 34. A courtyard of this size de-

serves a special set of doorways, as is explained below. 

The reconstruction of the southern wall of the courtyard 

was based upon the throneroom fafade. The reason for this 

not only relied upon Layard's remarks quoted above2, but 

also on the drawing he made of one of the lion-colossi of 

entranceway WT(BB/WK)-a. This drawing shows the 

badly preserved remains of a lion-colossus, at the front of 

which is a protruberance, the position of which suggests to 

us not the bottom of the head and beard of the conven­

tional figure (it is too low) but the arms and ehest of the 

same type of lion-colossus which we have described in en­

tranceways E(B)-c and E(D)-d, above, pp. 5f., 23f.3 It is 

not possible to say which of the two types of lion-colossus 

with human torso (with hands folded or carrying an animal) 

stood in the doorway. The choiee was made to choose the 

simpler of the two possibilities. 

1 See the bridge that connected the palace to the Nabu Temple at 

Khorsabad, dated in the next Century. 
2 Layard, Nin. Bab., pp. 654-655. 
3 See below, Catalogue, item 9 a. 
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The indentification of such a figure on this courtyard's 
fafade suggests further that there was another entranceway 
between WT(WK/BB)-a and WT(WK/BB)-d, probably de­
corated with large bull-colossi. The courtyard wall has also 
been provided with buttresses, the remains of one of which 
were discovered by the Iraqi excavation and restored. This 
is the buttress between entranceways WT(WK/BB)-d and 

WT(WK/BB)-b. 
Therefore, looking at the wall from the courtyard side, 

this fafade had the bull-colossi in the center doorway, 
flanked by pairs of lion-colossi in side doorways, and then 
two piain doorways at the extreme ends, north and south, 
of the wall. This could have been a unique fafade for the 
special room W K ( B B ) , which lay behind it4. 

Since no slabs with figural decoration were discovered in 
the area of this courtyard, we assume that the slabs of 
courtyard W T were only inscribed with the Standard In­
scription although perhaps the central doorway did have 
figural decoration adjacent to the bull-colossi (see Plan 3). 
W e do not know the height of the palace wall on the west­
ern side of the courtyard, or of the citadel wall for that 

1. Missing. Western segment of the southern wall: slabs 
with SI only. 

2. Missing. Entranceway to a corridor. The width of the 
southern wall of the courtyard as established by the width 
of the southern wall of room A A suggests that there was 
room for only one slab in the east and west sides of the en­
tranceway to the proposed corridor. 

3. Missing Eastern segment of the southern wall: slabs 
with SI only. 

4. Missing. Short segment of the eastern wall of the 
courtyard; probably one slab with only an abbreviated Ver­
sion of the SI. 

5. Missing. Entranceway to room A A . The width of the 
thick eastern wall of the courtyard suggests that this was an 
entranceway with four slabs, arranged so that a door could 
be positioned in it, i.e. the ones on the W T side closer to­
gether than those on the A A side, and with some overlap-
ping. The slabs were probably inscribed with the SI only. 

The pavement slab in the doorway was probably inscribed 
with a version of the SI. The threshold and seats for the 
doorposts were probably inscribed with the royal titulary. 
See above entranceway WT(WK/BB)-e. The configuration 
adopted for this entranceway's slabs is that of H(G)-e. See 
below, s.v. no. 21. 

6. Missing. Two slabs, one north of the doorway, the 
other at right angles to it. The second slab was against the 

matter. Therefore, we also do not know whether this fa­
fade was visible from the river as was suggested by Layard 
in his comparison with the palace of Sennacherib at Nine­
veh5. 

4 This is not the place to speculate at any great length about the pur­

pose of this room, at one end of which is a large grooved pavement with a 

section of the annals inscribed on it. O n the Plan 2, published in Relief Re­

presentation II, this slab is positioned at the large entrance of another 

small room W I . R o o m W I is of the character of the so-called "bathroom" 

(see rooms: I.L.V in the N W Palace). This configuration is not conventio­

nal in these palace suites. For this reason we adopted here a conception 

which was presented by J. Reade in Iraq 47, p. 208. (see our Plan 3). W e 

repeat here a fragment of Reade's discussion: 

"It is also unlikely that the south door of R o o m W I , leading to W T , is an 

original feature: R o o m W I is obviously a bathroom, part of lay-out corre-

sponding roughly to Rooms T 22—4 in the equivalent part of the State 

apartments in the arsenal (Mallowan 1966: III, Plan VIII), and can hardly 

have had an original door leading directly into R o o m W K , though one 

might have been cut in the eight Century." 
5 See Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 72—3, with 

references. 

southern wall of the buttress. Both were probably inscribed 
only with the abbreviated version of the SI. 

7. Missing. Slabs along the face of the buttress, inscribed 
probably with the SI only.* 

8. Missing. Southern part of the alcove of entrance 
WT(WK/BB)-a: two slabs, the first on the northern end of 
the buttress, the other at right angles to it, one end inserted 
behind the front of the door colossus. Probably inscribed 
with short versions of the SI. 

9. Entrance WT(WK/BB)-a 

a. WT(WK/BB)-a-l (L ~ 2.25 m; W ~ 0.55 m; Hj ~ 
2.30 m; H 2 ~ 2.45 m ) PI. 8.1 

Winged-lion with human torso, facing (—>). Layard de­
scribed the figure as small. The knot on the tie-cord in the 
drawing is disproportionately large. According to the nota-
tions on the drawing, the inscription could have been pre­

served as follows: 
Behind the figure: missing to G U a-a-bi-sü(?) then per­
haps preserved to T A kwne-reb (line 16) 

Between the rear legs: Sä karBa-bi-te .. to .. pa l-en 

(line 21) 
Between the middle legs: ü-Sä-äs-kin .. to .. a-na 

KUR-ia ASSur (line 31) 

* For the slabs 1-7, see Relief Representation II, Plans 1.2. 
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Between the front legs: lu-ü ub-la-Si-na .. to .. (per­

haps) iBa URU-ia umKal-hi lu-ü ak-sur (line 37)6 

Bibliographie: OR. DR. N.W. IV. Mise 4. Reade, Iraq 27, p. 134; Paley-

Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 65, 67, 72. 

b. Pavement slabs. There is no record of a pavement slab in 

this doorway. It was probably inscribed with a version of 

the SI. The inscribed threshold and doorpost seats are also 

missing. 

c. WT(WK/BB)-a-2 (L ~ 2.25 m; W ~ 0.55 m; ^ ~ 

2.30 m; H22.45 m ) PI. 8.1 

Companion to the winged lion-colossus of WT(WK/BB)-

a-1. There is no information other than Layard's brief de-

scription that it was there. It faced (<—). 

Bibliography: See above, s.v.a. 

d. WT(WK/BB)-a-3 and 4. 

Missing? Two narrow slabs inscribed with the SI only, 

the right and left ends inserted behind the backs of the door 

colossi. The threshold and doorpost seats were probably 

between these two slabs. These may have been among the 

fragments of the wall slabs mentioned by Layard in one of 

the descriptions of the discovery of this doorway area. 

10. Missing. Two slabs in the northern part of the alcove 

of the entrance. One Stands on the wall, the other at right 

angles to it, on the southern end of the buttress between 

entranceways WT(WK/BB)-a and e. Both were inscribed, 

perhaps with abbreviated versions of the SI only7. 

11. Missing. Series of slabs (6?) along the face of the but­

tress between the two doorways mentioned above (s.v. 10). 

Inscribed only with the SI. 

12. Missing. Two slabs in the southern part of the alcove 

of entranceway WT(WK/BB)-e. One is on the northern 

end of the buttress mentioned above, the other, at right 

angles to the first, against the wall. The left end of this 

latter slab was inserted behind the front of the colossus to 

its left. W e assume that both of these slabs were inscribed 

only with the SI. However, it is also possible that at least 

the slab next to the colossus was decorated with figural des­

ign. O n the possibilities for the decoration in reliefs of one, 

two or three registers (including the possibility of a Stan­

dard Inscription only) in an important central doorway 

such as this one, see the discussion of door ED(B)-e, 

above, pp. 17f. The slab on the end of the buttress could 

also have had a helmeted 4-winged genius with bücket and 

cone. 

13. Entrance WT(WK/BB)-e - (the central doorway of 

this fafade), 

a. WT(WK/BB)-e-l (L ~ 3.30 m; W ~ 0.60 m; Ht ~ 

3.30 m H 2 ~ 3.60 m ) 

Missing. Winged, human-headed bull-colossus wearing a 

horned helmet, and facing (—>). This figure is suggested be­

cause of the established principal of alternating lions and 

bulls in the entranceways of this palace. Because this figure 

is in the central doorway of the fafade, it is larger than the 

lions flanking it. 

b. There is no record of the pavement that we assume 

was once on the floor of the entranceway between the two 

figures. It was probably inscribed with a version of the SI. 

The inscribed threshold and doorposts seats are also mis­

sing. A set of thresholds with door seats has been assigned 

to the room W K side of this entranceway. They were in­

scribed with copies of the lineage of the king of the palace; 

one of the copies identified the set with the "second 

house"8 (Plans 3.5). 

c. WT(WK/BB)-e-2 (L ~ 3.30 m; W ~ 0.60 m; Hj ~ 

3.30 m; H 2 ~ 3.60 m ) 

Missing. The companion figure to WT(WK/BB)-e-l, 

facing (^-). 

14. Missing. Two slabs in the alcove of the entranceway 

WT(WK/BB)-e. One Stands against the wall (for its decora­

tion see above, no. 12). The other is on the southern end of 

the buttress which Stretches between entranceways 

WT(WK/BB)-e and WT(WK/BB)-d. The latter slab was 

probably inscribed with an abbreviated version of the SI 

only, but could also have had the figure of a helmeted, 

4-winged genius with bücket and cone. 

15. Missing. Series of wall slabs (6?) on the face of the 

buttress north of WT(WK7BB)-e. They were probably all 

inscribed with only the Standard Inscription. 

16. Missing. Two slabs in the southern part of the alcove 

of entrance WT(WK/BB)-d. One was situated on the 

northern end of the buttress mentioned above, s.v. 15, and 

inscribed with a version of the Standard Inscription. The 

other was at a right angle to it and on the wall, its left end 

inserted behind the colossus to its left. It was also inscribed 

with a version of the SI, probably abbreviated. 

17. Entrance WT(WK/BB)-d 

a. WT(WK/BB)-d-l (L ~ 2.25 m; W ~ 0.55 m; Hj ~ 

2.30 m; H 2 ~ 2.45 m ) 

Missing. Winged lion colossus with human torso. The 

figure was probably similar to one of those suggested for 

the entranceway WT(WK/BB)-a. The figure faced (-»). 

See above s.v., n. 9. 

b. Missing. A pavement slab, probably inscribed with a 

version of the SI. The inscribed threshold and doorpost 

seats are also missing. 

c. WT(WK/BB)-d-2 (L ~ 2.25 m; W ~ 0.55 m; Hj ~ 

2.30 m; H 2 ~ 2.45 m ) 

Missing. Winged lion colossus with human torso. The 

figure was probably similar to one of the types suggested 

for the entranceway WT(WK/BB)-a. The figure faced (<^). 

See above s.v., n. 9. 

6 This assumes that the inscription ended at the close of a sentence, 

which is not always the case on other examples. Also, the scribe would 

have had to omit all or at least some of the ME§-signs to have had enough 

room to reach this point in the text. 
7 In one of his descriptions of the discovery of these lion colossi, 

Layard notes that the fragments of wall slab in the immediate area were 

inscribed only with the Standard Inscription; there was no figural relief. 
8 Paley, J A N E S , 1989 
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d. WT(WK/BB)-d-3 and 4 
Missing. T w o narrow slabs with abbreviated SI only, the 

right and left ends inserted behind the backs of the door 
colossi. The threshold and doorpost seats were probably 

between them. 
18. Missing. T w o slabs in the northern part of the alcove 

of entranceway WT(WK/BB)-d. One on the wall, inscribed 
with a short version of the SI; the other on the southern end 
of the buttress north of this entranceway at a right angle to 
the first slab and also inscribed with a version of the SI. 

19. Missing. The series of slabs (3?), inscribed with ver-
sions of the SI, which once lined the face of this buttress. 
The buttress was restored by the Iraqi State Organization 
of Antiquities. 

20. Missing. T w o slabs in the southern alcove of en­
tranceway WT(WK/BB)-b. One was placed on the south­
ern end of the buttress south of this doorway. It was prob­
ably inscribed with a version of the SI only. The other was 
on the wall, at a right angle to the first. It abutted the back 
of the right end of WT(WK/BB)-b-l and was probably in­
scribed with an abbreviated version of the SI only. 

21. Entranceway WT(WK/BB)-b. This entranceway was 
made up of four slabs, two of them probably inscribed with 
abbreviated versions of the SI and others two decorated 
with genies. The mudbrick walls on both sides of the en­
tranceway have been restored by the Iraqi State Organi­
zation of Antiquities. The configuration of the entranceway 
is similar to that of H(G)-e: this is the same configuration 
used for our reconstruction of WT(AA)-h; see above s.v. 
no. 5. The inscribed pavement slab is also missing — it lay 

between WT(WK/BB)-b-l and 2 - as are the inscribed 
threshold and doorposts, which lay between W T ( W K / 
BB)-b-3 and 4. For the view through this doorway, see 
above, note 4. 

22. Missing. A slab on the restored wall, the right end of 
whieh abutted the back of the left side of WT(WK/BB)-b-2. 
The slab made the northeast corner of W T with a slab that 
stood to the left of it against the north wall of the court­
yard, and therefore the northern side of the alcove to en­
tranceway WT(WK/BB)-b. This slab was probably in­
scribed with an abbreviated version of the SI. 

23. Missing. Segment of the northern wall of W T and the 
slabs that faced it as far as the theoretical, reconstructed 
entrance to a corridor leading north toward the Northwest 
wing of the palace. For the reason why this wall has been 
placed here on the plan, see above the discussion of the 
group of four rooms, in section D.2, p. 45. The first slab to 
the right made the corner with the slab discussed s.v. 
no. 22, above. All the slabs were probably inscribed with 
the SI. 

24. Missing. Entranceway to the corridor leading to the 
Northwest Wing. For this entranceway, made of two slabs 
inscribed with the SI, see above section D.2, p. 45, s.v. 
no. 2 and Relief Representation II, Plans 1.2. 

25. Missing. Eastern segment of the northern wall of the 
courtyard, with its inscribed wall slabs. See Relief Repre­
sentation I, Plans 1.2. 

26. Missing. The western wall of the courtyard, with its 
inscribed wall slabs. For this wall, see above section D.l 
p. 45 and Relief Representation II, Plans 1.2. 
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Supplement 1 

Catalogue of Relief Fragments at Nimrüd 

91. The lion's paw. Part of the Lamassu ED-3 or ED-8. (ca. 

0.15x0.35x0.35 m ) 

Supplement 2 

Lamassu Sculptures (LL-Lions and LS-Bulls) belonging to 

the Official Part of the NW-Palace (cf. p. 52). 

Supplement 3 

Errata and Additions to the Placement of Reliefs discussed 

in Reliefdarstellungen I and Relief Representations IL 

1. L-3,14 (?) 

Bryn Athyn. SP 1550 (A-II-a-ii-18). (<-); head and the Up­

per part of the right Shoulder of a winged, human-headed 

genius wearing a two-horned helmet, the horns of which 

are decorated with chevrons, as is the bottom of the helmet 

behind the ears, below the rope which holds the helmet and 

hair in place. A characteristic of the relief is the narrowness 

of the beard and the waviness of the hair and beard tresses. 

The wing feathers do not seem to have been completely cut 

into the relief, but only traced with the sculptor's point. 

The hair overlaps the Shoulder. 

This fragment was provisionally assigned to the West 

Wing (WFL-7). A reevaluation of that assignment was ne-

cessary after new photographs of other reliefs in room L 

were examined. The resemblance of this fragment to reliefs 

in room L seems so streng that we have decided to change 

our minds. A characteristic not clear to us before, that is 

also shared with the room L examples, is the double outline 

of the figure's horns. W e therefore return to G. Markoe's 

original assignment, but are unable to decide in which of 

the two positions it actually belongs. 

W 0.54 m; H 0.61 m 

Bibliography: Stearns, AfO-Beih. 15, p. 22, pl. 30; Reade, Iraq 27, 

p. 131; Meuszynski, AA 1976, pp. 464-5, 479; Markoe, Source II, 4; Pa­

ley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, p. 75 (pl. 5, 24). 

2. L-9(?) 

Cincinnati 1952.7 (A-II-a-ii-6). (^-); the head, right 

Shoulder, portions of the wings and ehest of a human-

headed, winged genius wearing a two-horned helmet, deco­

rated with chevrons on the horns. The bottom of the hel­

met behind the ears and below the rope that holds helmet 

and hair in place, is decorated with chevrons. The surfaces 

of the face and helmet are eroded. 

A new photograph and remeasurement of the piece has 

caused us to reconsider the placement of this piece of relief. 

It shares characteristics with room L reliefs which have re-

cently been reexamined: the narrowness of the beard and 

waviness of the hair and beard tresses, the hair bob that 

overlaps the Shoulder and a certain polished look and fine-

ness to the relief as a whole and, despite eroded surfaces, to 

the face. The horns are decorated with chevrons and have a 

double outline. There is one vacant Space for a left-facing 

genius in room L: L-9. W e assign this fragment of a figure 

there. 

W 0.86 m; H 0.86 m 

Bibliography: Stearns, AfO-Beih. 15, p. 33, pl. 30; Meuszynski, AA 1976, 

pp. 400, 479; Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, p. 74, pl. 5,23. 

The reassignment of the above two reliefs has effectively 

reduced group C of our West Wing one-register reliefs to 

two examples, WFL-9 and WFL-30, neither of which can 

be assigned to other West Wing groups because of preser­

vation. 

Our thanks to Dr. Glen Markoe of the Cincinnati Mu­

seum for providing new measurements and a photograph 

with which to work. 

3. G-19. 

A fragment of a relief, the head and Shoulders of a left-fac­

ing genius with two-horned helmet (A-II-a-ii-17), assigned 

by Meuszynski to G-19 (Reliefdarstellungen I, p. 47, 

pl. 9,1; 10,3), formerly in a private collection in Santa Bar­

bara, Ca. and Rockford, Illinois, then in the collection of 

Rockford College, was recently sold to a N e w York Private 

collector. Pictures of it appear on the cover and in the So­

theby catalogue, though somewhat cropped. See Sothe­

by's, Antiquities and Islamic Art, N e w York, Monday, No­

vember 24, 1986, cover and pp. 38-39. 

Our thanks to Richard Keresey and Sotheby's, N e w 

York, for bringing this sale to our attention. 

4. S-24. (W 0.57 m; H 0.51 m) 

A fragment of a relief, the front part of a head of a left-fac­

ing genius with three-horned helmet (A-II-a-ii-type). The 
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head and helmet are of a type assigned to room S. The frag­

ment can be attached to the rear part of a head of a genius 

in position S-24 in situ at Nimrüd, fitting exactly. 

From a private collection in London and now in a private 

collection in N e w York. See Sotheby's, Antiquities, 

London, Monday 12th December 1988 at 11 A M and 2:30 

P M , no. 54. The head fragment has been cleaned, during 

which time the fragment of beard attached to the old re­

storation was removed. Although it was claimed that the 

beard fragment did not belong to the head, this is not sure. 

The reliefs along this wall in room S were restored from 

large and small fragments, some as small as the beard frag­

ment in question. 

Our thanks to Samuel Merrin and The Merrin Gallery, 

N e w York, for bringing this sale to our attention and for 

providing photographs of the cleaned piece. 

5. I (?). (W 0.73 m; H 0.78 m) 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art M.71.73.1A. Winged, 

human-headed genius, wearing horned helmet, kneeling, 

hands outstretched. (—»); on the right side of the relief part 

(ca. V3) of a Sacred Tree. The left edge of the relief is origi­

nal. O n the lower edge is preserved a portion of the first 

line of the Standard Inscription, as follows: 

[E.GAL ASSur.PAP.A S A N G A ASSur ni-sit dBEü] 
d M A S na-ra-am dA-nim... 

This relief was unknown to us when we published a theo-

retical reconstruction of the decoration of room I (Relief 

Representation II, pp. 3ff.). In the scheme that we deve-

loped for room I, all the positions of right-facing genie from 

the left side of slabs were filled with relief fragments that 

we knew. This example will require a rethinking of our re­

construction, in the basic premise of which we still believe. 

Some detail must be changed in order to accomodate this 

example. Since we have not come to any conclusion as yet, 

this must wait for some further publication. 

Bibliography: Berg, pp. 18—19, fig. 1. 

The Los Angeles County Museum has three other frag­

ments of Assyrian wall slabs, all sections of the Standard 

Inscription, from the middle bands of two-register reliefs or 

from reliefs with only the Standard Inscription. They will 

be included among the exemplars in A. Kirk Grayson's The 

Royal Inscription of Mesopotamia: Assyrian Periods. 

Our thanks to Nancy Thomas of the Los Angeles County 

Museum for providing photographs and other details con-

cerning these fragments. 

6.1-19 and 1-21. 

Research concerning the placement of relief fragments on 

the north wall of room I went through several revisions be­

fore final publication. The final text placed Nimrüd 44, Va-

tican 19849 and Rochester 44.10 in the Upper register of 

1-19 but the drawing shows Nimrüd 44, Ottawa 2918 and 

Rochester 44.10. The text reflects the correct placement; 

the drawing of Vatican 19849 should be moved from 1-21 to 

1-19 and that of Ottawa 2918 moved to 1-21 in its place. 

Bibliography: Paley-Sobolewski, Relief Representation II, pp. 19 and 21; 

Paley, "The Winged Genius", p. 9, n. 14. 

7.G-25. (?). 

Michigan, Kalamazoo Public Museum 60.253. Fragment of 

the lower part of the sheath of a sword of a figure facing 

(<—). This is probably a missing piece of the king's sword 

from slab G-25, as suggested by J. Reade (private corres-

pondence). There are cuneiform signs from two separate 

lines of text on the upper edge of the fragment. The signs 

are from the royal titulary, as follows: 

X .. .tab-ra-]te [... 

X + l ... aj-a-bi-su [... 

(Paley KW, p. 126, II c and II e) 

The sword sheath goes deeper into the area of the inscrip­

tion than is shown on the published drawing of the frag­

ments of the slab: the piece with the king's left arm and 

torso should be rotated clockwise to make the adjustment. 

This would improve the allignments of the inscription. See 

Meuszynski, Reliefdarstellungen I, pl. 9, 3. 

Our thanks to Dr. Julian Reade, and to Ms. Paula 

Metzner for providing a photograph of the fragment in the 

Kalamazoo Public Museum. 
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Supplement 2: Lamassu Sculptures ( LL - Lions and LS - Bulls ) 
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Measurements by J.Reade. 

Measurements by N. Postgate 
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B-a. 

The reconstructed width of 
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Fig. 1. The front part of the Lamassu-lion (1) forming the 

decoration of the eastern side of passageway D-d. To the 

left, relief D-3 

Fig. 2. The front part of the Lamassu-lion (2) decorating 

the western side of passageway D-d.To the right, two cour­

tiers of the relief D-4 

Fig. 3. Lamassu-lion (1) of the eastern side of entrance E-c. 

To the left, the lower parts of two reliefs: E-l and E-2 

Fig. 4. Lamassu-lion (2) of the western side of entrance 

E-c. To the right, the fragments of two reliefs: E-3 and E-4 

Fig. 5. A perspective view of entrance E-c, leading to thro­

neroom B. From the left: two Lamassu-lions (1 and 2), a 

fragment of the slab E-5 (four-winged genius) and a front 

part of the gigantic Lamassu-bull (ED-1) 

Fig. 6. Lamassu-bull (ED-1) decorating the eastern side of 

the southern facade of main courtyard E D 

The Outer Facade of the Throneroom 

1.1 Entrance D-d (D-d-l.D-d-2). Scale 1:40 

1.2 Entrance E-c (E-c-l.E-c-2). Scale 1:40 

2.1 Entrance ED-e (ED-e-2.ED-e-l). Scale 1:40 

3.1 Eastern part of the facade (ED-1.ED-2.ED-3). Scale 

1:40 

3.2 Western part of the facade (ED-8.ED-9.ED-10). Scale 

1:40 

4.1 General view of the outer facade of the Throneroom. 

(E-l.E-2.E-C-1.entrance E-c.E-c-2.E-3.E-4.ED-l.ED-

2 ED-3.ED-e-1.entrance ED-e.ED-e-2.ED-8.ED-9.ED-

Fig. 7. Fragmentary preserved Lamassu-bull (ED-10) de­

corating the western side of the southern facade of main 

courtyard E D . To the right, the four-winged genius D-l 

Fig. 8. Lamassu-bull (1) of the eastern side of passageway 

"f", joining room F with courtyard Y. To the right, un­

sculptured inscribed slabs belonging to the southern cour­

tyard fafade (Y-42.41.40) 

Fig. 9. Lamassu-bull (2) of the western side of passageway 

"f". To the left, two inscribed slabs: Y-43.44 

Fig. 10. The middle part of the northern facade of cour­

tyard Y. Entrance "f" with two sculptures of bulls. The 

arch over it is modern work 

Fig. 11. A fragment of a lion's paw, belonging to the gigan­

tic statue of the Lamassu which decorated the southern 

fafade of main courtyard E D , (ED-3 or ED-8) 

10.D-2.D-3.D-d-1.entrance D-d.D-d-2.D-4.D-5.D-6.D-

7.D-8.D-9). Scale 1:50 

4.2 Western side of passageway E-c (E-c-2.E-5.ED-l). 

Scale 1:50 

4.3 Reconstruction of the main entrance ED-e. Three-re-

gistered narrow reliefs on both sides of the front parts of 

the gigantic Lamassu-bulls decorating entranceway "e". 

Scale 1:50 

4.4 Western side of passageway ED-e (ED-e-2.ED-

7.ED-8). Scale 1:50 

4.5 Eastern side of passageway D-d (ED-10.D-1.D-d-1). 

Scale 1:50 
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6.1 Entrance F-f (F-f-2.F-f-l). Scale 1:40 8.1 Entrance WK-a (WK-a-l.WK-a-2). Scale 1:40 

Plans 

1. Plan of the northern area of the official part of the N W -

Palace. Rooms: B.C.D.E.ED. Scale 1:100 

2. Plan of the inner Courtyard Y with the passageways 

leading to the neighbouring rooms: F.G.P.S.Z and W G . 

Scale 1:100 

3. Plan of the western area of the West Wing. Room 

WK/BB with outer Courtyard W T (the reconstruction). 

Scale 1:100 

4. The doorsill slabs of main entrance ED-e leading from 

courtyard E D to Throneroom B. Scale 1:40 

5. The doorsill slabs of the so-called "Second House", 

probably belonging to passageway WK-e joining outer 

Courtyard W T with room WK/BB. Scale 1:40 
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ED-5.6 (p. 20f.) 

Reliefs and Sculptures outside Nimrüd (a continuous list); 

See Supplement 4 (p. 51), also in: Reliefdarstellungen I, 

Nachtrag Nr. 2 pp. 81 ff. and Relief Representations II, 

Supplement 5, pp. 88ff. 

Sacred Tree (ST)-Type VIII; Type B: I (or West Wing); 

see Supplement 3 (p. 50) 

Slabs with one-registered reliefs (Type A); D-(l-9) 

(p. 13ff.); E-(l-5) (p. 22ff.); ED-2.4.7.9 (p. 20f.); Y 

(S)-a (p. 42f.); Y-(Z-10 and Z-5) (p. 41); Y (G)-c 
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(p. 36f.); Y (WG)-d (p. 41); Y-(WG)-h (p. 40); W K 
(WT)-b (p. 48); W K (Z)-g (Plan 3); W K (WH)-c (Plan 

3) 
Slabs with two-registered reliefs (Type B) or three-regis-
tered reliefs (Type C); ED-5.6 (p. 20f.) 

Slabs with Standard Inscription, only (I); (B) D-d-3.4 
(p. 15); (B) E-c-3.4 (p. 24); (F) B-b-3.4 (p. 31); Y-
1.5.6.9-17.28.29.34-47.52-70.74 (pp. 36ff); WK-a-3.4 
(p. 47); WK-b-3.4 (p. 48); WK-c-3.4 (Plan 3); WK-d-3.4 
(p. 47) 

Standard Inscription (SI) — fragments with transliteration: 

D"l (P- 17). 3 (p. 16). 4 (p. 15). 5 (p. 14). 6 (p. 14). 7 
(P- 14). 8 (p. 13). 9 (p. 13); E-3.4.5 (p. 22f.); ED-e 

x (Threshold and Door-posts) (p. 21); G-25 (?) (p. 50); I 
(or West Wing) (p. 50); Y (P)-l (p. 36). Y-6.7 (p. 36). 
9-13 (p. 36). 28.29 (p. 37). 34-47 (pp. 37ff.) 53-55 
(p. 39f.). 60.61 (p. 40f.). 65-70 (p. 41). 74 (p. 41) 

Sword (attribute); D-2.3 (p. 16) 

Threshold, entrances: E-c (p. 23); ED-e (p. 21); WK-e 
(p. 47) 

Tribute bearers; D-(5-9) (pp. 13ff.); E-(l-4) (pp. 22ff.) 
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Plates 1-8 
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FIG. 1 

7 • " 1 

The front part of the Lamassu-lion (1) forming the decoration of the eastern side of passageway D-d. To the left, relief D-3 
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FIG. 2 
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The front part of the Lamassu-lion (2) decorating the western side of passageway 
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FIG 3 
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Lamassu-lion (1) of the eastern side of entrance E-c. To the left. the lower parts of two reliefs: E-l and E-
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FIG 4 
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Lamassu-lion (2) of the western side of entrance E-c. To the right, the fragments of two reliefs: E-3 and E-4 
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FIG 5 
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A perspective view of entrance E-c, leading to throneroom B. From the left: two Lamassu-lions (1 and 2), a fragment of the slab E-5 (four-

winged genius) and a front part of the gigantic Lamassu-bull (ED-1) 
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FIG. 6 
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Bflsal 
Lamassu-bull (ED-1) decorating the eastern side of the southern facade of main courtyard E D 
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FIG 7 

Fragmentary preserved Lamassu-bull (ED-10) decorating the western side of the southern facade of main courtyard ED. To the right. the 

four-winged genius D-l 
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Lamassu-bull (1) of the :astern side of passageway "f', joining room F with courtyard Y. To the right, unsculptured inscribed slabs belong­

ing to the southern courtyard facade (Y-42.41.40) 
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FIG. 9 
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The middle part of the northern facade of courtyard Y. Entrance "f" with two sculptures of bulls. The arch over it is modern work 
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FIG. 11 

A fragment of a lion's paw, belonging to the gigantic statue of the Lamassu which decorated the southern facade of main courtyard 
E D (ED-3 or ED-S) 
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Dd-1 D-d-1 D-d-2 

1.1 Entrance D-d (D-d-1.D-d-2). Scale 1:40 

.## 
// 

E-c-1 E-c-2 

1.2 Entrance E-c (E-c-1.E-c-2). Scale 1:40 

The Outer Facade of the Throneroom 

PLATE 
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E-c-2 
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ED-e-2 
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2.1 Entrance ED-e (ED-e-2.ED-e-l). Scale 1:40 
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ED-1 ED-2 ED-3 

3.1 Eastern part of the facade (ED-1.ED-2.ED-3). Scale 1:40 
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3.2 Western part of the facade (ED-8.ED-9.ED-10).Scale 1:40 
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ED-e-2 ED 8 ED-9 ED-IO D-2 D-3 D-d-1 D-d-2 D-4 D-5 D-6 D-7 D-8 D-9 

4.1 General view of the outer facade of the Throneroom. 

(E-1.E-2.E-C-1.entrance E-c.E-c-2.E-3.E-4.ED-l.ED-2.ED-3.ED-e-l.entrance ED-e.ED-e-2.ED-8.ED-9.ED-10. 

D-2.D-3.D-d-1.entrance D-d.D-d-2.D-4.D-5.D-6.D-7.D-8.D-9). Scale 1:50 

E-c-2 E-5 ED-1 

4.2 Western side of passageway E-c (E-c-2.E-5.ED-1). Scale 1:50 
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ED-e-2 ED-5 ED-e-1 ED-e-2 ED-6 ED-e-1 

4.3 Reconstruction of the main entrance ED-e.Three-registered narrow reliefs on both sides of the front parts of the 

gigantic Lamassu-bulls deccating entranceway "e". Scale 1:50 

r/_ yj\ (1,1 ^ 

— 7 A. \ / I ll 

! ' 
i { i 

id)j, 

Ä! i r 

I 

7jW^2^SrN \ I \ 

^ A- \^i i ßi \% 
i i[ 

i h I 

/ '" \\ 

i // \ l' \\ 

v i" i 
1 * 
' v 
' • \ 
I / (vi 1 / / 

_1 \_ ' ̂ ^ _ i = - ^^a,ÄM »i1 

L. ._l_ 

ED-e-2 ED-7 ED 8 

4.4 Western side of passageway ED-e (ED-e-2.ED-7.ED-8). Scale 1:50 

ED-IO D-d-1 

4.5 Eastern side of passageway D-d (ED-10.D-l.D-d-1). Scale 1:50 
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B-a-2 B-a-2 B-a-1 

5.1 Entrance B-a (B-a-2.B-a-1). Scale 1:40 

// 
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B-b-2 B-b-2 Bb-1 

5.2 Entrance B-b (B-b-2.B-b-l). Scale 1:40 

Room B 

PLATE 5 
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Bb-1 
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PLATE 6 
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F-f-2 Ff-2 F-f-1 F-f-1 

6.1 Entrance F-f (F-f-2.F-f-l). Scale 1:40 
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G-b-1 G b-1 G-b-2 G-b-2 

6.2 Entrance G-b G-b-1.G-b-2). Scale 1:40 

Courtyard Y 
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7.1 Entrance S-e (S-e-1.S-e-2). Scale 1:40 
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7.2 Entrance WG-g (WG-g-1.WG-g-2).- Scale 1:40 
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LEGEND FOR PLANS 1-3 

SLABS 

Completely (or almost) preserved slabs 

Y/////////A Fragmentary preserved slabs 

Completely preserved socle 

T N o remains in situ (reconstruction) 

WALLS 

% 
^ 

Existing Wall Fragments (after excavations 

in the XIXth or XXth Century) 

Conjectural Walls (Theoretical Reconstruction) 

B — Sacred Tree 

F — Royal Army Official (Throne-Successor — ?) 

G — Genius 

H — Courtier 

I — Standard Inscription 

K - King 

L L — Lamassu-Lion 

LS — Lamassu-Bull 

N/N - Narrative Relief in 2 Registers 

N/N/N - Narrative Relief in 3 Registers 

O - Officer 

T - Tribute Bearer 



PLAN 1 

EA 

Plan of the northern area of the official parof the NW-Palace. Rooms: B.C.D.E.ED. Scale 1:100 
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PLAN 2 
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WG 

Plan of the inner Courtyard Y with the passageways leading to th< Douringrooms: F.G.P.S.Z and W G . Scale 1:100 
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Plan of the western area of the West Wing. Room WK/(BB) with outer Courtyard W T (the reconstruction). Scale 1:100 
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PLAN 4 
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The doorsill slabs of main entrance ED-e leading from courtyard E D to Throneroom B. Scale 1:40 
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PLAN 5 
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2M 

The doorsill slabs of the so-called "Second House", probably belonging to passageway WK-e joining outer 
Courtyard W T with room WK/(BB). Scale 1:40 
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